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PREFACE  TO  THE  SECOND  VaiUME. 


Fbw  persons  can  be  aware  of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  accnracy  in 
the  minor  details  bf  the  scenes  here  recorded.  The  historidi  who  does  not 
^te  from  p^iBonal  observation,  sits  at  his  table  .surrounded  by  a  mass  of 
material,  in  the  shape* of  official  reports,  military  orders,  newspaper  cor- 
respimdence,  private  letters  from  prominent  actors,  and  published  biog- 
raphies. He  finds  names  spelt  in  all  varieties  of  ways,  dates  and  military 
titles  in  inextricable  conAision,  heroic  charges  credited  to  different  regi- 
ments and  brigades,  and  often  the  same  officer  lauded  by  one  for  military 
skill  and  heroism,  and  by  another  denounced  for  cowardice  and  imbecility. 

The  writer  has  devoted  nearly  three  years  of  imtiring  labor  to  thia 
Tolmne.  He  has  spared  no  pains  to  obtain  accuracy,  and  has  conscien- 
tiously endeavored  to  do  justice  to  alL  He  has  sought  to  repress  every 
^notion  and  to  withhold  every  word  which  was  not  dictated  by  true  impar- 
tiality. It  has  been  his  desire  to  deal  magnanimously  with  all,  commend- 
ing good  deeds  by  whomsoever  performed,  and  making  generous  allowance 
for  aU  mistakes,  however  fatal,  where  the  intention  has  been  good. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  that  there  will  be  many  minor  errors  found  in 
these  pageft.  It  is  not  possible  that  a  history,  recording  such  a  multi- 
plicity of  ev^its,  should  entirely  avoid  them.  These  errors  are,  however, 
rather  annoying  to  individuals,  than  of  importance  to  the  general  public. 
It  is  not  pleasant  to  see  one's  name  misspelt;  a  major  does  not  like  to  be 
called  a  captain,  and  the  Ninety-eighth  Begiment  is  unwilling  to  surrender 
its  dearly-bought  honors  to  the  Uiaety-thiri 

But  as  to  the  great  campaigns  of  this  war,  those  majestic  movements 
wMch  evolved  the  final  and  glorious,  issues,  the  writer  cannot  cherish  a 
doubt  that  the  record  here  presented  to  the  public  will  stand  the  scrutiny 
of  time.    There  is  an  impression  with  some,  that  these  momentous  events 
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can  be  more  correctly  described  in  future  years  than  now.  But  it  is  not 
improbable  that  more  will  be  lost  than  gained  by  the  lapse  of  time.  For 
instance,  the  bombardment  and  capture  of  Fort  Fisher  is  a  fact  accom- 
plished. Its  vivid  incidents  will  be  fading  and  vanishing  as  the  years  roll 
on.  A  graphic  account  of  that  achievement  can  be  more  easily  written 
now  than  at  any  future  period.  Still,  there  may  be  some  incidents  in  its 
secret  history,  imimportaht  to  the  great  public,  but  in  which  individuals 
are  interested,  which  may  hereafter  be  brought  to  light.  But  even  this  is 
not  probable,  after  the  thorough  ecrutiny  to  which  the  event  has  been 
exposed.^  ^      *  .  * 

There  is  one  thought  whiclj  gives  the  writer  sincere  pain. ,  There  are 

men  who,  in  this  T^ar,  have  perform^  deeds  worthy  of  renown,*  whose 

*  *       •  * 

•  names  will  perhkps  scarcely  be  mentioned  in  these«pages  J  whil6  others,  no 

more  deserving  of  notice,, have  their  exploits  minutely  detailed,  .If  som6 
heroic  adventure  has  been  achieved  on  the  dark  'Waters  of  a  remote  bay, 
or  far  away  in  the  wilds  of  Arkansas,  or  in  the  midst  of  the  tumultuous 
fight,  where  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  men,  enveloped  in  the  smoke 
and  tumult  of  battle,  are  struggling  with  almost  superhuman  energies, — ^if 
the  hero  be  too  modest  to  give  publicity  to  his  own  exploit,  and  if  there 
be  no  amy  correspondent  near  mth  friendly  pen  to  record  it,  the 
deed  vanishes  with  the  hour.  But  there  is  another,  in  the  same  battle, 
perhaps  no  more  meritorious,  who  chances  to  attract  the  attention  of  an 
army  correspondent  by  his  side,  and  the  chivalric  deed  is  wafted  through 
the  land«  Thus  the  one  act  passes  into  oblivion,  and  the  other  is  em- 
balmed in  history.     This  injustice  no  historic  fidelity  can  avoid 

A  military  history  of  this  war,  for  the  instruction  of  military  men,  can 
only  be  worthily  written  by  the  accomplished  professional  soldier.  But 
few  can  be  interested  in  the  perplexing  labyrinth  of  details,  and  these  can 
only  be  comprehended  by  the  careful  study  of  diagrams.  The  writer  of 
this  history  has  not  attempted  this.  He  has  only  endeavored  to  describe 
those  comprehensive  strat^c  and  tactical  movements  which  all  can  under- 
stand, and  from  which  the  great  issues  of  the  battle  have  resulted.  We 
trust  that  these,  by  the  aid  of  the  accompanying  carefully  prepared  maps 
and  diagrams,  will  generally  be  made  plain  to  every  intelligent  reader. 

It  would  require  very  many  volumes  to  give  even  a  brief  description 
of  all  the  raids,  skirmishes,  wild  adventures,  and  minor  battles  of  this 
stupendous  war,  which  has  swept  over  a  whole  continent,  and  in  which 
nearly  two  millions  of  men  have  been  arrayed  against  each  other.     Few 
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men,  in  this  bn^  age,  have  time  to  read  such  ponderons  Tolmnes.  Jfany 
of  these  achierementB,  though  heroic,  were  isolated,  haying  no  apparent 
bearing  npon  the  final  issues  of  the  conflict  The  great  campaigns,  in 
which  the  National  banner  was  borne  so  majestically  over  the  land,  and 
which  resulted  in  the  total  overthrow  of  the  rebellion,  are  here  minntely 
recorded.  It  is  believed  that  the  general  reader  will  find  in  these  pages 
an  accurate  account  of  this  great  National  struggle,  and  of  the  measures 
by  which  the  National  integrity  has  been  so  gloriously  preserved  and 
established. 

Still,  it  is  with  no  little  solicitude  that  the  writer  submits  these  pages 
to  the  ordeal  of  public  criticism.  There  are  more  than  a  million  of  men, 
now  living,  who  have  taken  part  in  the  scenes  here  recorded.  Scarcely 
any  two  have  looked  upon  the  spectacle  from  the  same  stand-point.  Po- 
litical antipathies  and  military  rivalries  may  bias  the  judgment.  The 
writer  can  only  say  that  he  has  not  written  in  haste,  and  that  it  has  been 

his  earnest  desire  to  do  justice  to  the  theme  which  for  so  many  months 

« 

has  employed  his  pen. 

JOHN  S.  0.  ABBOTT. 

Kiw  Hayxv,  Oomr^  SepL^  186ft. 
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CHAPTER   L 

THB    BYACUATION    OF    MANASSAS. 
(From  Jadqiij  to  April,  ISOl) 
biOnOH  ON  THB  PaTOMi.G. — ^nNEAaiNBSS  OF  THB  Ck)Min7inTT.»Puur  or  THB  WaB.— PSBBXP- 

«       TOET  Obdeb  or  PBB8IDBNT  LnrcoLB.— Thb    Abmt  ih    ICotiov.^Rbbbl    Dbtenobs  at 

lLLVAflBA&— FOBOB   SBVT  TO  THB  PBMIlfBULA.— BBBAD  Or  THB  ICBBBDCAa 

Thb  dlBaBtrouB  battle  of  Bnll  Bun  was  fought  on  the  2lBt  of  July, 
1861.  After  this,  the  summer,  the  autumn,  and  the  winter  passed  slowly 
awaj,  while  the  immense  Army  of  the  Potomac,  numbering  not  less  than 
(me  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  men,  remained  quietly  within  their 
intrenchments.  General  Scott,  and  after  him,  General  McClellan,  deemed 
these  months  of  inaction  necessary,  that  the  mass  of  raw  recruits  might 
be  organized  and  drilled.  In  the  commimity  ■  there  were  two  parties,  the 
one  approving,  the  other  condemning  this  policy.  The  general  voice  of 
the  public  was,  however,  very  loud  and  incessant  against  this  long  delay 
of  any  military  action.  It  was  said  that  we  were  thus  affording  the 
enemy  time  to  strengthen  his  position ;  that  though  our  troops  were  new, 
thqr  had  only  undisciplined  troops  to  encounter ;  that  it  was  important  to 
avail  ourselves  of  the  enthusiasm  which  the  assault  upon  our  ITational  flag 
had  created,  and  that  a  few  prompt  victories  would  so  discourage  the 
rebels,  that  the  war  would  speedily  be  brought  to  a  close.  The  result, 
however,  showed  that  it  was  not  the  Divine  will  that  the  war  should  be 
BpeedUy  ended.  It  became  manifest  to  every  believer  in  an  overruling 
Providence,  that  the  war  was  the  instrument  which  Ood  had  brought 
forward  to  sweep  firom  our  land  the  gigantic  crime  of  American  Slavery. 
Every  hour  during  which  the  wac  was  protracted,  slowly  undermined  that 
massive  fabric  of  sin  and  shame. 

The  autumn  and  the*  winter,  in  the  mild  climate  of  Yirginia,  were 
deligfatful,  even  to  the  commencement  of  the  New  Tear.  The  rebel 
troops,  raw  recruits,  not  nearly  so  well  disciplined  as  our  own,  certainly 
iiot  better  armed,  and  quite  inferior  in  numbers,  were  encamped  at  Ma- 
Bttsaa^  distant  from  our  outposts  not  more  than  twenty  miles.  The  roads 
bet:freen  the  two  armies  were  in  good  condition.    They  led  over  a  gently 
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imdidatiiig  country,  where  our  troops  could  meet  with  no  obstructionB 
until  they  reached  the  intrenchments  of  the  foe. 

The  general  plan,  at  this  time,  for  the  conduct  of  the  war  was  simple, 
and  one  which,  under  able  leaders,  could  hardly  fail  of  ultimate  success. 
First,  by  a  vigorous  blockade,  the  rebels  were  to  be  isolated  from  the  rest 
of  the  world,  *  and  cut  off  from  all  supplies.  We  have  ah*eady  narrated 
the  wonderftd  vigor  with  which  a  navy  was  created,  and  have  shown  what 
an  Herculean  task  it  was  to  undertake  the  blockade  of  a  coast  over  three 
thousand  miles  in  extent,  ^hen  the  Hifisisalp|>}  wab  M  be'  seized,  from 
Oairo  to  the  Gulf,  so  that,  with  our  gunboats,  we  could  have  the  control 
of  all  the  Western  rivers.  The  energy  and  success  with  which  this  latter 
enterprise  was  conmienced,  in  the  storming  of  Forts  Jackson  and  St. 
Philip,  and  ffie  capture  of  New  Orleans,  we  have  also  recorded.  To  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  was  intrusted  the  duty  of  driving  the  rebels  out  of 
Yirginia,  and  wresting  from  them  Richmond,  their  capital.  These  various 
yet  united  measures  involved  campaigns  so  distant  from  each  other,  and 
so  distinct  in  their  operation^,  that' they  could  be  carried  on  simulta- 
neously.* 

The  conquest  of  Richniond,  in  consequence  of  the  discouragement 
with  which  it  would  oppress  the  rebels,  and  the  moral  influence  it  would 
exert  upon  those  foreign  nations  by  whom  we  were  menaced  with  inter- 
vention, was  deemed  certainly  not  less  Important  than  either  of  the  other 
measures.  Hence  it  was,  that  the  inaction  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac^ 
month  after  montSi,  caused  such  intense  disquietude.  The  Prince  de  Join- 
ville,  one  of  the  sons  of  Louis  PhiBppe,  of  Prance,  joined  the  Union  army. 
He  was  the  personal  friend  of  Oenerd  McClellan,  and  was  on  his  staff.  In 
some  very  able  articles  published  by  him  in  the  "  Revue  des  Deux  Mondes^- 
in  Paris,  in  October,  1863,  and  subsequently  translated  and  ^uUished  in  a 
pamphlet  in  this  country,  this  inexplicable  inaction  is  attributed  to  the 
natural  ward  of  energy  of  the  American  people.  And  yet  his  pen  seems 
to  falter  in  bringing  agamst  our  countrymen  a  charge  so  unprecedented. 

"And  here  I  may  J)6int  out,'*  he  says,  "a  characteristic  trait  of  the 
American  people — delay.  '  This  delay  in  resolving  and  acting,  «o  opposed 
to  the  promptitude,  the  decision,  the  audacity,  to  which  the  American, 
considered  as  an  individual,  had  accustomed  t&,  is  an  inexplicable  ^enom- 
enon,  which  always  causes  me  the  greatest  astonishment.^ 

The  Prince  was  deceived.  This  amazing  delay  was  not  caused  by  want 
ojf  energy  in  the  soldiers,  or  by  lack  of  zeal  in  the  nation,  but  l)y  the  stra- 
tegic plans  of  the  Commander-in-Chief.  At  length  the  impatient  nati(m^ 
uninformed  respecting  G^eneral  McCldldn's  planq,  uttered  remonstrances 
so, united  and  so  loud,  that  President  Liftooln,  aa  the  37th  of  January, 

*,  Tbfi  whole  «zte^t  of  the^  ooast  to  be  guarded  }yj  a  blockading  fleets  according  to  an  official 
report  made  to  Rear^A^jniral  iDayi8,>was  thvee  thousand  five  hundred  and  fortywnine  mRes,  with- 
out oounting  the  indentations  of  the  h^bora  and  potts.  There  Were  one  hundred  and  ei^htf- 
nine  openings  in  this  qoa^  either  rivers,  bays,  harbors,  inSeli,  soanda^  or  passes,  tkroogh  which 
Teasels  could  run  in  and  out  All  the  masitime  ehtert)!ri8e  o^  Gre^t  Britain  seemedHo  be  enlisted 
in  endeavora  to  run  the  blockade.  To  the  honor  of  France,  it  should  be  mentioned,  that  during 
the  whole  continuance  of  the  war,  scarcely  a  French  vessel  was  kliown  to  make  any  eflbrt  to 
carry  aid  and  oomfbrt  to  the  rebels.     '  *        ' 
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1863,  isBXied  an  order  from  the  Executiye  ICanskm  in  'Wa8hi«)^n,  that 
on  the  22(1  of  February  there  shonld  be  a  general  movement  of  the  land 
and  naval  foreee  of  the  United  States  against  the  inanrgents.* 

General  MeClellan,  when  he  euoceeded  Greneral  Soott  in  the  command 
of  the  whole  army  of  the  United  States,  found  his  qualifications  for  this 
Ugh  military  position  immediately  put  to  the  severest  test.  The  work  of 
o^anization  of  that  vast  volunteer  army  of  five  hundred  thousand  men 
was  to  be  accomplished.  To  his  inmiediate  supervision  and  agency  were 
committed  the  equipment  and  preparation  of  the  Eastern  Army.  Two 
nundred  r^im^its,  of  the  best  material  for  soldiers  that  was  ever  gathered, 
were  to  be  organized,  drilled,  disciplined,  furnished  with  competent  gen- 
erals, equipped  with  artillery  and  cavalry,  and  provided  with  the  muni- 
tions of  war.  To  create  sudi  an  army,  and  to  call  into  existence  the  vast 
quantity  of  arms  and  equipmients  of  every  kind  needed  by  so  immense  a 
fcffce,  involved  inconceivable  difficulties.  But  to  Major-Oeneral  McClel- 
lan,  aided  by  the  equally  indefatigable  exertions  of  tiie  Secretary  of  War, 
belongs  the  credit  of  this  achievement.  The  splendid  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac, with  the  bright  array  of  military  strength  and  thoroughly  drilled 
soldiery  gathered  into  his  staff,  and  conspicuous  in  his  gen^als,  has  usually 
been  admitted  to  be  incontestable  evidence  of  the  young  commander'a 
(xpgamzing  genius.  . 

The  organization  of  such  an  army,  from  the  vast  mass  of  brave,  but 
undisciplined  men, — ^leaving  suddenly  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  agriculture, 
manufactures,  and  commerce,  or  homes  of  wealth  and  luxury, — and  the 
equipment  of  great  naval  e3q)editions,  when  the  means  and  munitions  of 
war  were  as  yet  unprovided,  required,  unquestionably,  time.  The  scene 
thus  created,  upon  the  silent  banks  of  the  Potomac,  was  one  of  the  most 
gorgeouB  war  has  ever  presented.  Nearly  two  hundred  thousand  men. 
were  dwelling  in  their  neatly  arranged  and  orderly  cities  of  white  tents, 
on  the  undulating  shores  of  that  beautiftd  stream.  The  glistening  ranks 
upon  the  hill-sides,  the  ponderous  parks  of  artillery,  ever  moving  to  and 
fro,  the  almost  meteoric  sweep  of  squadrons  of  cavalry  over  the  plains, 
the  waving  of  countless  banners,  the  goigeous  display  of  military  staffii 
lurrounding  their  chief,  the  reviews  of  brigades,  divisions,  and  corps  dPar- 
meey  the  peal  of  bugles  and  the  bursts  of  exultant  music  from  a  thousand 

*  The  following  note  from  the  President  shows  his  views,  at  the  time,  respecting  the  line  of 

attack  npon  Biohmond : — 

XxacimTX  ILumioii,  Waabdigtov,  r^bmuy  Sd,  1868. 
IC^'or-General  McClzllak  : 

Mt  Bkab  Sm: — ^Tou  and  I  have  distinct  and  different  plans  for  a  movement  of  the  Armj 
of  the  Potomaa  Tours  appears  to  he  down  the  (Bieeapeake,  up  the  Raiq[>ahannook  to  Urbana, 
and  acroM  the  land  to  the  terminus  of  the  railroad  on  York  River.  Mine  is  to  move  directly  to 
a  point  on  the  railroad  southwest  of  Manassas.  If  you  will  give  me  satisfactory  answers  to  the 
following  questions,  I  shall  gladly  yield  my  plan  to  yours : 

1st  Does  not  your  plan  involve  a  greatly  larger  expenditure  of  time  and  money  than  mine  7 

2d.  Wherein  is  a  victory  more  certain  by  your  plan  than  mine  ? 

3d.  Wherebi  is  a  -notory  more  valuabW  by  your  plan  than  mine? 

4th.  In  fact,  would  it  not  be  less  valuable  in  this,  that  it  would  break  no  great  line  of  the 
enemy's  communication,  while  mine  would  ?  In  case  of  disaster,  would  not  a  safe  retreat  be 
more  difficult  by  your  plan  than  mine  7  Tours  truly,  A.  UNOOLN. 

TOL.  IL— a 
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boids,  edioing  cnresr  Ae  hSOs  «nd  vaha^  preasnted  a  spectacle  wUciL 
alfctracted  the  gaze  of  thoioBaiids  of  a<fariring  lyeatartaww,  from  erery  loyal 
JState.  It  was  war'a  pomm  widuyni  anj  of  its  aetkm,  its  oamage,  or  its 
teornnr» 

The  oonfideiit  assorfcMms  of  Oib  proao,  a&d  fha  dedanimii  of  pereons 
bigh  in  audioritj,  that  die  giand  adyanee  npmi  Manaaww  was  iaunineaty 
were  repeated  from  week  to  wedc  with  all  the  mtore  eaxBeMaen^  a«  everjr 
anccesare  prediotion  iaikd.  The  troopa,  daOy  ezpaeting  to  matey  weia 
not  permitted  to  go  into  winter^itartera.  The  nation  woold  hardly  hava 
endured  the  intimation  that  noadvaaoe  was  intended.  CiODse^piently,  whan 
the  bleak  weadier  of  winter  came,  with  itB  storms  and  itsaoows,  the  rar?- 
i^es  of  fiio^ess,  from  exposore  in  the  canvas  tents,  were  ftyvad  far  more 
fatal  than  thebalktsx^  the  ibeoMildhaTepKyved;  and  laige  nmnbers 
sank  into  the  gvava 

The  2dd  of  February  came,  the  day  appointed  by  a  peremptory  order 
from  President  Lincoln  for  the  advanoe  upon  the  foe.  SiSl  ihe  snny  of 
Ae  Potomac  remained  qnielly  behind  its  redonbts,  Qeneral  McCSellan  de- 
claring that  he  was  iiot  yel  ready  for  a  fcHward  moventaKt,  and  ckmld  not 
be  ready  before  the  1st  of  ApriL  The  pressure  of  puldieopiiiien  was,  howr 
ever,  so  strong,  tibat  early  in  Mardi  a  eonncil  of  war  was  stmnaoned. 
General  MfClellan  did  not  attend,  but  sent  his  friends  to  present  hie 
views.  At  this  coancil  it  was  decided,  by  a  Tote  of  twelve  to  eight,  that 
the  army  was  not  yet  prepared  to  be  pat  m  motion.  This  lessdt  broag^ 
matters  to  a  cnsiB.  The  President,  crowded  by  the  damor  which  arose 
from  his  Cabinet,  Ocmgressy  and  the  peo{de,  ov^emded  this  deciaion,  and 
peremptorily  denmnded  that  the  army  sbovld  no  longer  remain  idle,  bat 
tflat  it  should  c<Rnmeboe  its  march  upon  the  enemy  on  Monday,  Mwreh 
10th.  The  muflterrroU  at  that  time  showed  a  force  of  two  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  men. 

By  order  ISo.  2  of  the  Presid^t,  dated  March  9tfa,  this  vast  amameat 
was  divided  into  five  oorpf  cParmSej  under  the  req>ective  commands  oi 
Generals  McBMirdQ,  Sumner,  Hdintedman,  £eyes,  and  Banks.  By  a  suc- 
ceeding €9fder.c(f  Mardi  11th,  General  McOlellan  was  relieved  of  the  general 
command  of -tb^ee  £<»rpe,  and  was  intrusted  with  the  command  of  one  very 
large  divi^fi^,  ^w^eh  was  to  mardi  upon  Bichmond,  and  was  still  called 
the  Army  of  .the  Potomac.  At  the  same  time,  General  Halleck  was  as- 
signed (to  the  command  of  the  D^)artment  of  the  Mississippi,  and  General 
Fremont,  reinstated,  \was  placed  over  the  newly  created  Moontain  Depsrt- 
ment^-an  important  r^ion  between  the  Blue  Bidge  and  the  Alleghanies, 
up  which  vidley  it  was  lioped  that  he  would  force  his  way  to  Western 
23'orth  XLfi^ioUna  and  EaaMem  Tennessee. 

These  ardem  were  puUished  simultaneously  in  Wadiington,  on  the 
12th  of  March,  and  they  produced  an  electric  effect  throughout  the 
country.  The  long  ddUiys  uf(m  the  Potomac  had  grieatly  shaken  the  con- 
fidence of  the  community  in  th^  Administreticm.  But  these  erdero,  acocmi- 
panied  by  the  .actual  movexoant  of  the  army,  immediately  fc^lowing  the 
glorious  victory  of  the  Monitor  over  the  Merrimac  in  Hampton  Beads,  and 
other  cheering  successes  in  the  West,  elated  the  nation  with  new  hope, 
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a&  J  the  «K7  voae  louder  aad  longer  than  ever  before,  >^'  On  to  Hidunond !" 
QthOBrsi  MoQellw  h«d  «  .miigfiliir^enl;  army,  thoroughly  armed  aixd 
Qqi!ippj9d9  to  whoQO  inqgaiUKatiaii  and  drill  h^^with  his  generally  ad- 
mittod  g^niiiB  in  that  departai^Qt  of  military  ait,  had  devoted  seven 
m<mt^  ^  imtmng  l#h^«  The  avmy,  repf^eiiq^  mUimited  confidence  in 
its  young  ehieftain,  wi^  inspired  with  tb^  ntmp^  enthqsiaBin,  and 
(}ooibted  not  tiiat  the  honr  had  arrived  in  whieh  this  disa#tr((^  war 
would  he  closed,  by  a  series  of  v}g(»rons  and  ladling  Uows  npon  the  main 
citadel  of  the  rebellion. 

The  rebeb,  through  traitors  «nd  q^uies,  were  fidly  in£Dnned  of  every 
^vement.  For  nearly  twelve  months  they  had  flaunted  their  banner  over 
their  atron^old  at  Manassas,  within  thirty  miles  pf  Waj^iington,  and  in 
&e  presence  pf  an  ^krmy  in  every  respect  their  superiinr,  except  in  the 
energy  and  d^nnination  of  its  officers.  Fatal  exception  I  ^'  An  army 
(^deer^"  said  ItTapoleon  to  the  heroic  Harshal  Ney,  '^  led  by  a  lion,  i&  bet- 
ter than  an  anny  of  lions  led  by  a  deer."  But  two  attempts  had  thus  far 
been  made  to  dislodge  the  rebels  from  their  intrenchments.  One  issued 
in  the  disaster  at  Bull  Run.  The  other  culminated  in  the  inexplicable 
&tuity  and  crime  of  Ball's  Blu£  Since  then  the  iiebels,  as  we  impposed, 
&ar,strai^ly  enough,  we  knew  but  little  about  their  movement^  had 
gneatly  strengthened  .their  positions  at  Centreville  and  Manass^ ;  had 
extended  their  le|t  far  down  the  valley  oi  the  Shenandoah,  iMitil  their 
batteries  frowned  over  d>e  upper  waters  of  the  Potomac  They  had  also 
sdvanoed  their  right  wing  to  the  iow^  portions  of  that  maj^estic  stream, 
K^ieee  Ml  the  conuooanding  bluffs  bristled  with  their  artillery. 

The  country  keenly  felt  the  diegraoe  of  having  its  Capital  thus  block- 
aded. It  was  a  giant  submitting  to  insult  from  a  dwarf.  Whatever  had 
hwa  the  policy  which  allowed  the  rebel  force  so  long  to  menace  Washing* 
ton,  the  moment  they  found  that  the  patriot  army  was  moving  to  attack 
them,  ihfij  turned  and  fled.  Still  they  fled  so  secretly,  that  our  generals 
had  no  snq^ion  of  their  departure.  It  se^ms  inoredible  that  so  large  a 
force  could  have  escaped  unobserved,  with  a  vigilunt  general  so  near  them. 
Ki^K^LetHi  placed  it  among  the  greatest  of  military  crimes  to  allow  an  out- 
numbered enemy  to  escape.  The  opportunity  of  cmahing  an  army  re- 
treating, in  the  face  of  a  powerful  opponent,  is  so  manifest,  as  to  render 
the  supposition  inadmis^ble,  that  this  retreat  could  have  been  known  to 
the  ctMnmanding  general.  And  yet,  it  is  also  equally  difficult  to  believe, 
that  when  the  rebels  w^e  for  two  weeks  leisurely  withdrawing  their  guns, 
their  stores,  their  raiments,  from  their  l(mg  lines  of  intrenchments,  we, 
with  balloons  which  we  could  send  two  thousand  feet  into  the  air,  and 
with  thousands  of  contrabands,  who  were  eager  to  escape  into  our  camp 
with  information,  should  have  known  nothing  of  their  movejcaents-  Th^ 
did  escape,  without  the  loea  of  a  gun,  a  baggage  wagon,  or  a  mem.  A 
patriojt's  x>ea  reluctantly  records  the  disgrace. 

All  unconscious  of  the  flight  of  the  foe,  arrangenj^nts  were  made  with 
great  secrecy,  in  Washington,  for  a  movement  upon  the  abandoned  re- 
doubts at  Centreville  and  Manassas.  On  Sunday  afternoon,  March  9th, 
unusual  activity  was  manifested  in  all  the  camps  and  forts  in  the  vicinity 
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of  Waahington.  On  the  morning  of  the  lOth,  the  whole  armj  was  put  in 
motion.  The  troops  on  the  Yiiginia  side  of  the  Potomac,  opposite  Wash- 
ington, advanced  along  several  roads  towards  Centreville*  At  the  same 
time,  immense  snpply  trains  commenced  their  advance  across  the  Long 
Bridge,  from  Washii^gton,  in  a  ceaseless  stream  of  oavabry,  infantry,  and 
artaiery.  The  flood  of  caimon,  caieBons,  wagons,  tramping  soldiery,  and 
horsemen  ponred  on,  without  break  or  intermissicm,  till  night.  The  road 
to  Fairfax  Court-Honse  was  the  great  central  route  of  the  advancing 
army. 

On  Monday  night,  several  divisions  of  the  army  which  had  been  march- 
ing during  the  day  by  different  roads,  were  encamped,  in  compact  order, 
within  a  circle  of  two  miles  around  Fairjhx  Court-House,  where  the  head- 
quarters of  General  McClellan  were  established.,  General  Kearney,  of 
Franklin's  Division,  with  a  portion  of  his  brigade,  cautionsly  approached 
CentreviUe,  when,  to  his  great  astonishment,  he  foimd  the  frowning  forti- 
fications and  extensive  encampments  which,  fer  seven  months,  had  held  our 
army  at  bay,  utterly  abandoned.  The  same  night  a  small  body  of  patriot 
cavahy,  learning  from  some  contrabands  that  the  rebels  had  evacuated 
Manassas,  crossed  Bull  Bun  at  a  ford,  and,  galloping  four  or  five  miles 
over  the  plain,  found  at  Manassas  only  a  pile  of  deserted,  smouldering 
ruins.  The  still  glowing  embers,  the  wreck  and  .waste  of  commissary 
stores,  and  the  freshness  of  the  desolation  and  confusion  strewed  around, 
indicated  that  the  rear-guard  of  the  foe  had  but  recently  withdrawn. 

Early  the  next  morning  the  advance  of  the  army  moved  on  towards 
Manassas.  Its  march  was  through  scenes  of  solitude  and  the  most  dreary 
desolation.  The  fertile  plains  over  which  were  once  sprinkled  Yirginiani 
homes,  were  now  bare  and  desolate.  The  rebel  army,  often  hungry  and 
cold,  had  swept  the  country  of  its  supplies.  Houses  had  been  deserted, 
sacked,  and  burnt  to  the  ground.  Fences,  orchards,  and  groves  had  been 
consumed  for  faeL  The  inhabitants  had  thus  been  starved  out^  and  the 
whole  r^on  was  scathed  and  depopulated  by  the  billows  of  war. 

Scores  of  contrabands — ^men,  women,  and  children  of  all  ages,  and  in 
every  variety  of  costume,  to  which  they  had  freely  helped  themselves, 
from  the  effects  of  their  absconding  masters — ^were  frequently  met  on  the 
route  towards  Washington,  as  their  Canaan  of  freedom,  and  hailing  the 
Federal  troops  as  the  protectors  of  their  liberty.  As  soon  as  they  were 
within  the  Union  Unes,  their  joy  was  exuberant.  They  seemed  to  ch^ish 
no  doubt  that  the  patriot  army  was  on  the  maroh  to  usher  in  their  year  of 
jubilee.  The  slaveholders  had  so  constantly  raised  the  obnoxious  cry  of 
abolitiomsm  against  the  general  Gk>vemment,  that  the  poor  slaves  univer- 
sally r^arded  the  Stars  and  the  Stripes  as  the  emblem  of  their  deliverance 
from  bondage.  Many  of  these  men  displayed  much  shrewdness  and  intel- 
ligence. The  account  which  they  gave  of  the  evacuation  of  Manassas,  of 
the  number  and  condition  of  the  rebels  who  had  been  intrenched  there 
throughout  the  winter,  of  their  own  forced  service  in  the  rebel  army,  was 
fully  corroborated  by  subsequent  investigations.* 

*  "Charles,  the  hody  servant  of  General  Jackson,  told  me  that  one  spring,  after  the  a^oum- 
ment  of  OongresSj  the  General  went  fVom  Washington  to  Richmond  on  horseback.    As  thej  rode 
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Some  of  theee  contrabands  had  come  to  the  army  firom  ten  miles  beyond 
Manassas.  The  information  which  we  conld  haTe  obtained  during  the  winter, 
if  we  wonld  have  cordially  received  these  men,  would  have  been  invaluable. 
But  the  desire  of  most  of  our  army  officer^  at  that  time  was  so  strong  to 
(xmciUate  the  rebels,  and  they  were  so  anxious  to  piTove  that  they  had  no 
wish  to  weaken  the  fetters  which  bound  the  slave,  that  the  contrabands 
'  were  repelled,  often  with  great  cruelty,  frbm  our  lines.  This  fatal  policy 
was  so  decisive,  that,  by  order  of  General  McClellan,  the  Hutchinsons,  a 
band  of  popular  singers,  were  expelled  from  the  camps  on  the  Potomac, 
for  singing  those  ballads  of  freedom  which  had  been  received  with  bursts 
of  enthusiasm  by  crowded  auditories  in  Boston,  New  York,  and  Philadel- 
phia. 

As  the  Commander-in-Chief,  with  his  staff,  and  a  guard  of  three  thou- 
sand cavalry,  entered  these  abandoned  redoubts,  they  were  astonished,  and 
not  a  little  chagrined,  to  find  how  trivial  in  reality  the  defences  were. 
The  main  column  of  the  rebels  hod  rested  between  Centreville  and  Ma- 
fiassas,  and  their  encampments  w^*e  scattered  along  to  the  northeast  as  far 
as  Fairfex  Court-House.  The  fcnrce  of  the  rebels  had  not,  at'  any  time 
during  the  winter,  exceeded  seventy  thousand  men,  and,  for  a  month  or 
two  before  their  retreat,  they  had  numbered  not  more  than  forty  thousand. 

The  main  fortifications  of  the  rebels  were  at  Centreville.  As  you  ap- 
proach Centreville  from  Fairfax  Court  House,  a  high  ridge  rises  in  the 
form  of  a  crescent,  extending  north  and  south.  The  summit  of  this  ridge 
is  a  plateau.  In  front,  on  the  east,  there  is  a  plain,  bare  of  trees,  about  a 
mile  in  width.  Along  the  crest  of  this  hill,  commencing  at  its  northern 
extremity,  wliin*e  it  slopes  down  to  Eocky  Bun,  there  extended,  for  about 
a  mile  and  a  half,  a  chain  of  forts,  connected  by  covered  ways,  and  resting 
at  tiieir  southern  termination  upon  the  blufib  of  Bull  Bun. 

These  were  the  fortifications  of  the  rebel  army,  so  long  deemed 
impregnable.  On  the  western  slope  of  this  ridge  lies  the  village  of 
Centreville,  where  the  rebels  had  been  mainly  encamped.  This  single 
line  of  earthworks,  along  the  ridge  in  front  of  Centreville,  occupied  a 
strong  position,  but  had  the  appearance  of  having  been  hastily  thrown 
up.  It  was  evident  that  the  works  had  not  been  recently  occupied,  for 
the  escarpments  were  washed  down,  and  the  ditches  filled  up  by  the  winter's 
rains.  Along  these  lines  of  redoubts  were  fifty-four  embrasures,  but  no 
evidence  of  siege-guns  having  ever  been  mounted.  Thirty-five  of  these 
embrasures  were  occupied  by  ^^  quaker  guns,''  consisting-  of  maple  logs, 
their  ends  painted  black,  to  resemble  cannon.  This  was,  indeed,  an 
economical  contrivance  in  the  rebel  strat^y,  i^d,  for  the  purpose 
designed,  was  really  as  valuable  as  Columbiads  and  Dahlgrens.  One 
of  the  contrabands,  being  jocosely  questioned  as  to  the  range  and  accuracy 
of  theee  quaker  guns,  replied : 

along,  beyond  Alexandria^  thej  overtoil  and  passed  one  of  these  gangs  of  chained  sUves.  The 
General  was  filled  with  horror  at  the  sight,  and  when  he  passed  them  he  heard  him  exolaim, 
*M7  God,  what  a  terrible  sight  V—'  Master,'  said  Charles,  what  do  jou  think  of  that*'—'  Think,' 
said  the  General,  'I  do  not  want  to  think;  surelj  a  daj  of  Judgment  will  oome.'" — The  iW 
Cbrnp^  by  lUv,  J.  J.  Ma/rks^  D.  R 
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^^  Wbjy  BsXy  tkej  tmed  to  mxy,  them's  jest  as  good  to  eoare  a^  any." 

When  the  inteUigence  reached  the  main  body  of  the  army  at  Fairfax 
Gourt-House  that  the  rebels  had  eracuated  Manassas  as  well  as  Centre- 
yille,  and  had  all  es^atped^  no  one  knew  where,  the  di^ippointment  weir 
bitter.  The  troops  had  been  chafing  in  their  tents  all  tiie  autnmn  and 
winter,  impatient  for  acticm.  Many  of  them  actoally  shed  tears  in  the 
intensity  of  their  chagrin  that  'the  enemy  had  eluded  them.  The  intelli- 
gent soldiers  saw  at  a  glance,  that,  formidable  as  these  earthworks  were 
in  position,  even  had  they  been  lined  with  well-served  artillery,  and 
defended  by  fifty  thousand  men,  they  could  have  been  without  difficulty 
Jicmkedy  and  could  not  have  withstood  a  dire(^  assault  from  our  impetuous 
troops. 

The  few  lines  of  earthworks  at  Manassas  were  quite  unimportant,  and 
evidently  had  not  been  relied  upon  since  the  construction  of  the  forts  at 
CentreviUe.  Ko  additions  had-been  made  to  them  since  the  last  summer. 
There  were  three  or  four  smaller  forts  on  gentle  elevations,  pierced  for 
eight  or  ten  guns  each,  and  separated  nearly  a  mile  from  each  other. 
These  foriitied  the  outer  works.  Behind  this  line,  at  the  distance  of  half 
a  mile,  at  Manassas  Junction,  there  was  a  small  redan  with  a  low  rampart 
of  turfed  earth.  From  letters  found  within  the  deserted  camp,  it  seemed 
that  trusty  spies  had  communicated  to  the  rebels  the  most  minute  intelli- 
gence respecting  the  fortifications  around  Washington,  and  the  troops 
within  the  intrendmients.  We  knew  nothing  of  their  movements ;  they 
knew  ev^ry  thing  respecting  ours.  Still  the  following  extraordinary  state- 
ment is  made,  in  the  publication  upon  the  "  Army  of  the  Potomac''  to 
which  we  have  aUuded,  attributed  to  the  Prince  de  Joinville. 

^'McdeUan  had  long  known,  better  than  anybody  dse,  the  real 
strength  of  the  rebels  at  Manassas  and  CentreviUe.  He  was  perfectly  fkmil- 
iar  with  the  existence  of '  wooden  cannon,'  by  which  it  has  been  pretended 
that  he  was  kept  in  awe  for  six  months.  But  he  also  knew  that,  till  the 
month.of  April,  the  roads  of  Yiiginia  are  in  such  a  state  that  wagons  and 
artillery  can  only  be  moved  over  them  by  constructing  plank  roads.  We 
have  the  right,  we  think,  to  say,  that  McClellan  never  intended  to  advance 
upon  CentrevOle.  His  long^ietermined  purpose  was  to  make  Washington 
safe  by  means  of  a  strong  garrison,  and  then  to  use  the  great  navigable 
waters  and  immense  naval  resources  of  the  North  to  transport  the  army, 
by  sea,  to  a  point  towards  Eichm<»id.  For  weeks,  perhaps  for  mcmths,  this 
plan  had  been  secretly  maturing.  But  the  moment  came,  in  which,  not- 
withstanding the  loyal  support  given  him  by  the  President,  that  function- 
ary could  no  longer  resist  the  tempest  A  council  of  war  of  all  the 
divisional  generals  was  held.  A  plan  of  campaign,  not  that  of  McClellan, 
was  proposed  and  discussed.  McClellan  was  then  forced  to  explain  hia 
projecta,  and  the  next  day  they  were  known  to  the  enemy.  Informed,  no 
doubt,  by. one  of  those  thousand  female  spies,  Johnston  evacuated  Ma- 
nassas at  once." 

The  abandonment  of  the  enemy's  works  had  been  accomplished,  de- 
liberately, skilfully,  and  thoroughly.  For  more  than  a  month  the  trains 
of  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Bailroad  had  been  leisurely  transporting 
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eannoDy  troops,  and  eommiflsaxj  Bioseft  toward  Bichmoiid  When  the 
entire  army  had  been  safely  remoyed,  every  bridge  and  cnlyert  on  railroad 
Gt  turnpike  was  destroyed.  Tha  maefaine-shopa  and  disabled  locomotives 
wore  l^wn  up,  and  most  of  the  buiMiiigs  at  Manassas  fbred.  Knm^rons 
dusters  of  Ifig  huts  remained:  the  indieationt  oi  Ihe  warm  and  comforta- 
ble quarters  in  which  the  rebels  had  pamed  the  wintar.  So  deliberate  was 
their  retreat^  that  their  main  cohmm  of  twenty  thotoand  m^i,  after  march- 
iDg  some  miles  on  Saturday,  and  finding  the  roads  badly  crowded,  re- 
traced their  st^ps  to  Centreville,  slept  quieUy  through  the  night  in  their  log 
huts,  and  cm  Sunday  morning  again  resumed  their  journey.  The  rear-guard 
left  on  Sunday  ni^t  They  marked  th^  path  with  utter  desolation, 
hoping  thus'  to  retard  the  advance  of  the  patriot  ^x)opB.  All  the  male  in- 
habitants of  the  rcigk)a,  capable  of  bearing  aims,  were  compelled,  by  the 
terrible  aiergies  of  rd>el  conscription,  to  fidl  into  the  ranks  of  the  retreating 
army. 

On  Friday  memii^,  Mahsh  14th,  a  reconnoiasance  in  force  was  made, 
twelve  miles  beyond  Manawas,  to  find  out  in  ^diat  direction  the  rebels 
had  fled.  It  was  greatly  feared  that  they  might  be  taking  a  northerly 
oireuit,  around  by  die  way  of  Leesburg,  to  cross  the  Upper  Potomac,  and 
to  assail  Washington^  now  comparatively  defenceless,  in  the  rear.  Greneral 
Stoneman,  thearefbr^  with  twelve  hundred  cavalry  and  seven  hundred 
infantry,  followed  the  leai^gmrd  of  the  foe  alrnig  the  Orange  and  Alex- 
andria Bailroad  to  Catlett's  Station.  Here  he  came  upon  a  superior  force 
of  the  rebels,  eonaiBting  of  five  thousand  horse  and  foot,  with  artillery, 
fie  immediately  attacked  thenu  But  they,  refusing  an  engagement, 
^retreated  across  Cedar  Bun,  burning  the  l»i<%e.  €toneral  Stoneman,  not 
Oeing  provided  with  artillery,  was  unable  to  follow  them  farther,  and  re- 
turned to  Manasaaa. 

The  National  Army  of  over  ^le  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  men, 
perhi^  as  splendidly  equipped  as  any  force  which  ever  marched  to  a  field 
of  battle,  and  eager  to  be  led  against  the  retiring  foe,  was  encamped  at 
Manaaaas  and  Centreville.  The  people  at  the  North  were  lost  in  wonder 
why  there  was  not  an  inmiediate  and  vig<MY>u8  pursuit  of  the  rebels. 
But,  as  we  have  mentioned,  it  was  never  G^eral  McClellan's  intention 
to  disturb  the  enemy  at  Manassas.  His  plan  was  to  leave  them  behind 
their  intrenohments  there ;  not  to  merest  them  at  all  in  their  blockade  of 
the  Potomac ;  to  transport  his  army  across  the  country  to  Annapolis,  there 
embark  them  in  transports,  send  them  down  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  and, 
landing  them  in  the  vicinity  of  Richmond,  to  attack  that  city  where 
least  defended.  Nearly  all  the  trouble  of  Virginia  mud  would  be  avoided 
by  this  ocean  conveyance.  Since  transports  could  be  had  in  any  quan- 
tity, and  the  rebels  had  no  navy,  it  is  difllcult  to  explain  why  the  design 
was  not  carried  into  execution  during  the  long  months  of  the  autumn 
and  winter,  when  the  troops  were  apparently  idle.  The  Army  of  the 
Potomac  was  certainly  as  well  equipped  and  drilled  as  the  troops  in 
other  parts  of  the  field,  who  were,  through  the  most  heroic  battles,  win* 
ning  signal  victories.  It  was  this  plan  which,  when  tardily  revealed,  at 
the  couBcQ  summoned  by  the  President  early  in  March,  was  ov^ruled 
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hj  him  as  we  have  stated,  and  the  army  was  ordered  to  advance  upon 

General  McClellan,  finding  that  the  enemy  had  escaped  him,  instead 
of  pursuing  them  in  their  flight,  as  many  thought  he  ought  to  have  done, 
decided  to  return  to  his  original  plan.  It  was  indeed  imcertain  but  that 
the  foe  who  had  so  stealthily  escaped,  was  already  upon  the  march  to  cross 
the  Potomac  in  the  vicinity  of  Harper's  Ferry,  and  to  attack  Washington 
in  the  rear.  Therefore  it  seemed  essential  that  the  army  should  return  as 
speedily  as  possible  to  the  capital.  It  so  happened,  ho'wever,  that  whfle 
the  National  troops  were  returning  on  the  double  quick  to  Washington, 
the  rebels  were  leisurely  marching  south  to  Richmond.  When  the  rebels 
evacuated  Manassas,  it  <^  course  became  necessaiy  for  them  to  abandon  all 
their  batteries  with  which  they  had  blockaded  the  Potomac.  Thus  the  river 
was  opened  for  our  transports,  and  the  Union  troops  could  be  easily  sent 
down  the  Potomac,  and  landed  within  a  few  miles  X>{  Richmond.  But  dila- 
iorinesSy  which  the  Prince  de  Joinville  says  belongs  to  the  American  peo- 
ple, but  which,  the  people  say,  controlled  unaccountably  the  movements 
of  many  of  our  leading  generals,  firustrated  this  plan.* 

Richmond  is  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  south  of  Washington. 
It  is  connected  with  the  capital  mainly  by  two  railroads :  one  through 
Fredericksburg  to  Acquia  Greek;  and  the  other  through  Gordonsville, 
Warrenton,  and  Manassas.    It  was  the  general  sentiment  of  the  commu- 
nity, that  tliese  two  railroads  presented  the  most  available  roules  for  our 
army  to  approach  Richmond,  since  the  divisions  could  easily  co-operate, 
and  the  advancing  army  would  itself  prove  the  protection  of  Washington. 
By  sending  the  main  army  down  the  Potomac,  Washington  would  be  left 
unguarded,  inviting  a  rapid  onset  fix>m  the  vigilant  foe.    But,  as  General 
McClellan  chose  the  route  by  the  Potomac,  it  became  necessary  to  leave 
a  large  force  to  protect  Wasbiilgton  trom  sudden  assault  by  the  lines  of 
these  raiboads.    It  was  decided  that  about  fifty  thousand  men  should 
be  left  for  the  defence  of  the  capitaL     The  remainder  of  the  army 
was  assembled  at  Alexandria,  to  embark  in  a  fleet  of  over  three  hun- 
dred transports.    According  to  statements  made  by  Quartermaster-Gen- 
eral Meigs  before  the  Congressional  Comndttee  upon  the  conduct  of 
the  war,  the  force  shipped  for  the  Peninsula  amounted  to  one  hundred 
and  twenty-three  thousand  men,  eighteen  hundred  wagons,  and  forty- 

'^  It  was  deemed  hj  most  military  men  a  matter  of  great  moment  that  this  large  armj  should  bo 
divided  into  corpa  d*annte^  that  it  might  act  more  effeotivvlj  in  the  field.    The  Congressional  Com- 
mittee on  the  conduct  of  the  war  urged  this ;  the  President  and  Seoretaryof  War  urged  it    *'  Bat,** 
aajs  the  Ckm'^^ressional  Committee,  **it  did  not  seem  to  be  regarded  with  much  favor  bj  General 
McClellan     Indeed,  General  McClellan  stated  to  jour  Committee,  at  the  time  of  their  oonferenoa 
with  him,  that  although  it  might  at  some  time  be  expedient  to  divide  the  armj  into  army  corps, 
the  subject  was  one  of  great  difficulty.    He  said  it  was  a  delioate  matter  to  appoint  mi^or«^ 
generals  before  thoy  had  been  tried  by  actual  service,  and  had  shown  their  fitness  to  be  selected 
to  command  tliirty  or  forty  thousand  men.    A  mi^or-general  could  not  be  stowed  away  in  a 
pigeon-hole,  if  he  should  prove  incompetent,  as  easily  as  a  brigadier-general.    He  proposed  there- 
fore himself  to  manage  this  entire  army  in  some  battle  or  campaign,  and  then  select  fh>m  tho 
brigadier-generals  in  it  such  as  proted  theinselves  competent  for  the  higher  commands.    Conse- 
quently, the  division  of  the  army  into  army  corps  was  not  even  begun  until  after  the  movemant 
in  March  had  commenced,  and  then  only  in  pursuance  of  the  direct  and  repeated  orders  of  the 
Fretideni**— /2(0por<  of  the  CongrMttioncA  OommiUee  on  ihe  Army  of  tfu  Potomac 
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6m  batterieB  of  artillery.  The  reenforcements  soon  after  dispatched  made 
the  total  of  the  forces  sent  to  the  Peninsula  over  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight  thousand  men.  It  was  not  possible  to  send  more  than  this,  since 
otherwise  the  safety  of  Washington  would  have  been  seriously  imperilled. 
Indeed,  great  anxiety  was  felt  that  so  many  troops  should  have  been  with* 
drawn. 

The  Govemment  at  Washington  very  reluctantly  consented  to  General 
McClellan's  plan  of  the  campaign.  Still,  a  majority  of  his  subordinate 
generals  Yoted  with  him  to  move  by  the  way  of  Yorktown.  A  council  of 
war  was  held  in  February ;  twelve  generals  were  present ;  four  only  voted 
to  advance  upon  lUchmond  by  the  direct  route,  vid  Fredericksbui^  and 
Gordonsville.  These  four  were  McDowell,  Sumner,  Heintzelman,  and 
Barnard.  Eight,  namely,  Eeyes,  Fitz  John  Porter,  Franklin,  W.  F.  Smith, 
McGall,  Blenker,  Andrew  Porter,  and  ITagl^e,  voted  in  approval  of  General 
McClellan^s  plan  of  an  advance  by  the  way  of  Yorktown.  The  principal 
objections  urged  against  the  Y<»*ktown  route  were,  the  total  want  of 
information  in  reference  to  the  nature  of  the  country  there,  the  con- 
dition of  the  roads,  and  the  preparations  which  the  rebels  had  made  for 
defence* 

After  the  evacuation  of  Manassas,  a  council  of  general  officers  was  held 
at  Fairfax  Oourt-House  on  the  13th  of  March,  when  it  was  decided  that 
a  force  of  fifty-five  thousand  men  should  be  left  for  the  protection  of  Wash- 
ington. The  forts  on  the  right  of  the  Potomac  were  to  be  fully  garrisoned, 
those  on  the  left  occupied,  and  such  a  force  was  to  be  left  at  Manassas  as  to 
render  it  impossible  for  the  foe  to  reoccupy  that  position.*  For  sojne  reason, 
however,  Gbneral  McClellan,  when  he  left  Alexandria,  issued  orders  for 
all  the  corps  of  the  Army  qfthe  Potomac^  excepting  General  Banks's  corps 
<^  about  thirty-five  tiiousand  men,  who  were  on  the  other  side  of  the  Blue 
Bidge,  in  the  Yalley  of  the  Shenandoah,  to  embark  at  once  for  the  Penin- 
snla — ^the  narrow  strip  of  land  so  called,  between  the  York  and  James 
Bivers.  This  led  the  President,  anxious  for  the  safety  of  Washington,  to 
issue  an  order  for  one  corps  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  to  remain  for  the 
protection  of  the  city.  Thus  the  corps  of  General  McDowell,  which  had 
not  thai  moved,  was  detained. 

This  unfortunate  conflict  between  General  McClellan  and  the  powers 
at  Washington  continued  through  the  whole  campaign.  On  the  2d  of 
April,  General  Wadsworth,  in  command  of  the  forces  in  and  around 
Washington,  stated  that,  for  the  protection  of  the  capital  and  the  inmiense 
amount  of  military  stores  accumulated  there,  he  had  but  nineteen  thousand 
moL  General  McClellan  (Objected  strongly  to  the  order  of  the  President 
detaching  General  McDowell's  corps.  Again  and  again  he  sent  the  most 
nrgent  entreaties  to  have  portions  of  that  corps  fc»-warded  to  hinu    The 

*  On  the  13th  of  ICarch,  Qeneral  MoCleUan  hiform^  the  War  Department  that  "  the  Connoil 
cf  Commanders  of  Armj  Corps  have  unanimotuilj  agreed  upon  a  plan  of  operatlonfl,  and  General 
KoDoweU  wiU  at  once  proceed  to  Washington  and  lajr  it  before  you.'* 

The  Secretary  of  War,  impatient  that  there  ihould  be  aome  Tlgoroua  action,  immediately  tele- 
graphed bade,  **  Whaterer  plan  has  been  agreed  upon,  proceed  at  onoe  to  execute,  without  losing 
tQ  hour  for  xaj  approraL** — Report  of  CongrtaaionaJ,  CommitUe^  p.  6. 
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FreBidenty  aimoTed  by  i&e^  condtsnt  esSk  for  reenfore^m^nts,  knd  impaf- 
Hmt  at  the  delaj,  confient^  ihftt  Franklin'A  (Shnftion  of  Geiieral  McDowell'b 
«A]»s  fihotld  be  itoiit  to  G^nersd  ifcCIellaii. 

The  contemplated  mov(wrierit§  of  fiie  aitny  do\m  the  Potomac  wert 
kept,  as  far  80  poesible,  a  p^ofoimd  secret.  Thci  ceimtiy  was  electrified  with 
joyfol  sm^^rise  and  hope,  when,  on  the  9d  Gif  ApH^  l9ie  tiding^  flashed 
across  the  wires,  that  the  grand  army,  which  had  so  long  been  dnmbeiing 
on  the  banks  of  the  Potomac,  had  been  transferred  to  Fortress  Monroe, 
and  was  on  the  rapid  march  for  Richmond  by  the  way  of  Yorktown,*  The 
rebels  had  not  anticipated  an  attack  in  that  direction,  and  had  bnt  ten 
thousand  troops  on  the  Peninsula,  a  force  which  could  have  offered  no  op- 
position to  an  enemy  of  over  one  hundred  thousand  men. 

On  Friday,  the  4th  of  April,  the  advance  of  the  army  commenced  its 
movement  from  Fortress  Monroe  towards  Yorktown,  about  twenty  miles 
distant.  Yorktown  presented  a  strong  position,  where  the  rebels  had  built 
quite  formidable  intrenchments.  Beyond  this  line  there  extended  a  series 
of  swamps,  exhaling,  beneath  a  summer's  sun,  malaria  far  more  fatal  to  our 
Northern  troops  than  the  sabres  or  the  bullets  of  the  most  intrepid  foe. 

I^early  a  month  before  this  time,  on  the  10th  of  March,  the  renowned 
conflict  had  taken  place  between  the  iron-clad  Merrimac  and  the  turreted 
Monitor.  The  Merrimac,  disabled,  had  retreated  behind  the  guns  of  Sew- 
all's  Point.  No  one  knew  the  nature  of  her  injuries,  or  how  soon  she 
might  reappear  with  renovated  power.  Our  dread  of  the  Merrimac  was 
the  salvation  of  Bichmond.  But  for  that  fear,  we  should  have  sent  our 
transports  up  the  James  Kiver,  then  but  slightly  protected,  and,  landing 
our  forces  within  a  few  miles  of  Richmond,  the  city  would  inevitably  have 
&Ilen.  That  one  ship,  skulking  behind  the  ramparts  which  fix)wned  along 
the  Elizabeth  Eiver,  held  our  whole  fleet  and  army  for  weeks  at  bay. 

Every  arrangement  was  made  which  human  ingenuity  could  devise,  to 
meet  her  should  she  again  come  forth.  The  Monitor  was  there,  vigilant, 
and  ever  ready.  Five  or  six  large  ships,  with  bows  of  solid  oak  cased  in 
iron,  were  on  the  alert,  under  full  head  of  steam,  to  crush  in  with  a  butt, 
which  no  mail  of  iron  or  steel  could  resist,  her  sides,  should  she  appear.  A 
submerged  network  of  cordage  was  also  secretly  spread  across  the  mouth 

*  There  chanced  to  be  a  pitiltfss  storm  when  most  of  the  troops  were  landed  at  Fortress 
IConroe,  and  gathered  in  shiyering  bands  on  the  shore.    Dr.  Marks,  who  was  present,  writes  : 

''  In  the  darkness,  and  with  the  storm  beating  in  their  faces,  with  no  light  but  the  flashes  of 
the  lightning,  the  men  marched  more  than  a  mile  and  a  half  to  an  open  moor ;  and  there,  without 
tents  and  without  fire,  nearly  knee-deep  in  water,  prepared  to  spend  the  night.  Dreadful  would 
hare  been  the  sufferings  of  that  night;  but  there  were  those  who  heard  of  our  distress  and  pitied 
M.  The  IKxteenth  Begiment  Massachusetts  Vohmteers  were  encamped  about  half  a  mile  from 
the  place  where  we  halted.  Some  of  this  noble  bod j  of  men  were  on  goard  when  our  be- 
wildered and  dripping  men  passed  bj.  When  they  were  relieved  and  returned  to  their  camp, 
tbey  roosed  half  their  regiment,  and  in  a  few  moments  came  to  us  with  large  buckets  of  hot  coffee 
and  cradcers.  This  kindness  was  of  incalculable  benefit  to  us.  It  was  the  sympathy  of  true  men 
and  soldiera  toward  their  companions  in  arms,  and  cheered  us  more  than  the  warmth  of  their 
olfering.  But  their  efforts  for  us  did  not  cease  with  this,  for  they,  aroused  the  camp  of  the 
Berenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  who  opened  for  us  their  stables,  and  into  th^se  we  crept  rnd 
were  sheltered  from  the  storm.  Without  the  kindly  intervention  of  these  two  regiments,  great 
would  have  been  the  suflbrings  of  that  wretched  night'* — Bev,  J,  J.  Marhi^  D.  D,  The  PmiMuin 
Omifaigni  p.  113. 
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of  the  Elizabeth  Biver,  which  could  hardly  fail  to  become  wound  around 
her  screw  as  she  passed  through  it,  and  tiius  to  paralyze  her  movements. 
It  cannot  be  doubted  that,  had  she  vmitured  out,  she  would  have  been 
almost  instantly  destroyed.  It  is  apparently  to  be  deplored  that  transports 
were  not  sent  into  the  James  Biver,  to  lure  her  out.  Her  destruction 
would  have  left  the  path  open  for  our  fleet,  almost  to  the  threshold  of 
Richmond. 


CHAPTEB   11. 

THl    ADVANOB    TO    TORKTOWM. 

AprU  8d  to  April  lath,  1861 

TBI  iDfs  OF  ICabob.— Slow  Pbogrbss.— Brilliant  Sgenb.— Fibst  Enoouitteb.— Thi  Fob- 

TmCATIONS    AT  YOBKTOWK. — ANXIBTT    OF    THl    PBMIDEirr.— DiSABTROCB    EFFECT    OF  OUB 
DlLlT0BINB88.^S01NS  FBOM  THE  BALLOOK.— HBBOISM  OF  THB  PATBIOTa— >AVBOD0TB8. 

It  was  but  a  day's  voyage  by  steam  from  Alexandria  to  Fortress  Mon- 
roe, the  distance  being  about  seventy  miles.  The  embarkation  of  the  troops 
did  not  commence  until  the  17th  of  March.  A  fortnight  was  then  occu- 
pied in  the  transportation. 

Though  the  National  troops  were  all  safely  landed  at  Fortress  Monroe, 
8tin  this  delay,  caused  by  the  transportation,  and  the  subsequent  slow  move- 
ments of  the  army,  afforded  the  enemy  opportunity  to  gather  reenforce- 
ments  and  to  throw  up  intrenchments.  Soon  after  landing.  General 
HeiDtzehnan  pushed  a  strong reconnoissance  towards  Big  Bethel.  The  force 
consisted  of  the  divisions  of  Generals  Smith  and  Porter. 

The  advance  was  made  in  two  columns,  each  of  which  started  at  eight 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  General  Smith  took  the  road  to  Warwick,  reach- 
ing the  vicinity  of  Watt's  Creek  about  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
Here  the  National  troops  were  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  the  defences  and 
strength  of  the  enemy  not  being  known.  As  the  division  advanced  to  the 
ford,  the  Fifth  Wisconsin  were  deployed  as  skirmishers,  and  pushed  for- 
ward through  the  woods  to  within  five  hundred  yards  of  the  creek.  The 
other  division  took  the  direct  route  to  Big  Bethel.  General  Morrill's 
brigade  had  the  right,  being  attended  by  a  detachment  of  the  Eleventh 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Spear.  General  Morrill 
made  a  d6tour,  avoiding  Little  Bethel,  and  joining  tixe  main  division  below 
Big  BetheL  As  they  emerged  from  the  wood  near  the  ford,  six  hundred 
rebel  cavalry  and  one  piece  of  artillery  were  discovered  across  the  clearing. 
The  Union  skirmishers  immediately  deployed,  firing  a  volley  at  the  horse- 
men, who  galloped  away  down  the  road,  occasionally  stopping  their 
horses  and  waving  their  hats  tauntingly  at  their  pursuing  foes.  They  left 
their  artillery  on  the  field,  which  soon  explained  to  the  troops,  who  had  so 
bravely  chained  upon  it,  the  nature  of  their  defiant  gestures.  The  menacing 
pieee  of  ordnance  proved  to  be  another  "  quaker,"  in  the  form  of  a  stove- 
pipe, mounted  upon  wagon  wheels.    It  was  soon  effectually  spiked. 

Each  colunm  of  the  advance  was  accompanied  by  a  band  of  Berdan's 
Bharpshooters,  as  skirmishers,  armed  with  Colt's  rifles.  With  the  main 
body  of  the  in&ntij  there  was  also  a  detachment  of  the  same  corps,  armed 
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with  the  heavy  telescopic  rifle,  weighing  twenty-five  ponnds.  The  rebels, 
learning  from  the  loud  report  of  these  gons  that  onr  men  w^*e  armed  with 
a  formidable  weapon,  generally  kept  at  a  safe  distance.  One  horseman, 
however,  more  bold  than  the  rest,  several  times  waved  his  hat  vauntingly 
at  our  men.  Colonel  Berdan,  having  observed  this,  conmianded  one  of  his 
band  to  wing  the  man.  Notwithstanding  the  distance  of  at  least  thirteen 
hnndred  yards,  the  moment  the  hat  was  again  waved  the  ring  of  the  rifle 
was  heard,  and  the  boastii^  rebel  dropped  from  his  horse.  The  two 
colonms,  having  united,  fonnd  themselves  near  the  spot  where,  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  war,  thefaeroic  Wintibrop  fell,  prions Ly  defending  his  country's 
flag,  and  where  Lieutenant  Greble^  with  ohivalry  unsurpassed  in  ancient 
story,  died  at  his  gun. 

But  therie  was  no  fojB  now  at  Big  Bethel  to  oppose  the  Union  troops, 
and  tiiey  were  soon  T^thiii  the  ramparts,  before  which  so  many  of  our 
patriotic  fellow-countrymen  had,  several  months  before,  shed  their  blood. 
These  fortifloations  were  found  to  be  sand  batteries,  with  embrasures  for 
fixty  goxis.  The  rebels,  at  the  approach  of  our  faroops  in  such  strength, 
fl^ed,  t^kii^  thek  guns  ^vidi  them.  After  having  destroyed  these  works, 
the  reconnoitring  party  advanced  to  within  eight  miles  of  Yorktown. 
General  Heint^selman  Bsoortained  that  the  rebels  had  not  more  than  ten 
thoiisand  laroops  on  the  Peninsula,  and  was  confident  that  he  could  im- 
mediately i^vance  and  t^e  Yorktown.  He  telegraphed  Q-eneral  McClel- 
Ifin  what  he  was  doing,  and  received,  in  reply,  a  dispatch  urging  him  to  be 
e^uitious  and  not  afford  the  ^i^ny  any  indication  of  the  intended  line  of 
advance,  whether  by  Norfolk  or  Yorktown.  General  Heintzelman  accord- 
ingly withdrew  his^reecroioissance,  and  retomed  to  Fortress  Monroe. 

On  Thrarsday,  the  3d  <^  April,  General  McClellan  arrived,  and  the  order 
yrsB  given  for  the  main  body  of  tiie  army  to  be  ready  the  next  morning  for 
the  advance  upon  Yorktown.  The  sddiers  were  ordered  to  prepare  five 
days'  rations, — tiiree  to  foe  carried  in  their  knapsacks  and  two  in  the  wagons. 
This  conunaad  ^pt  a  iimli  of  joy  through  the  ranks,  for  all  were  weary  o{ 
ihe  long  months  of  inglorious  ease,  during  which  tiiey  had  loitered  behind 
the  intrenchm^ots  on  the  Potomac.  As  the  shades  of  night  settled  down 
over  the  boatling  eamp,  a  scene  more  beautifrd  than  imagination  can  well 
conceive  was  presented  to  the  eye.  In  that  genial  cUme  the  air  waa 
delieiously  pure  and  balmy.  The  winds  had  all  fidlen  asleep,  and  scarcely 
a  leaf  moved.  The  new  moon  rode  serene  in  a  cloudless  s^,  without  suf- 
ficient splendor  to  eclipse  the  myriad  of  stars  which  crowded  the  firmament. 
The  esraltant  s(dd2ers  threw  rails  and  logs  upon  their  camp-fires,  and  the 
erackling  flames  so  brilliantly  illumined  the  scene,  that,  as  with  the  light 
of  day,  all  the  movements  of  the  camp  were  revealed.  Never  did  a  pic- 
nic festival  present  a  moi^e  joyous  aspect.  The  groups  of  soldiers  were  iu 
all  pii^ureaque  attitudes.  Some  were  thoughtfidly  writing  to  loved  ones 
at  hovie,  wiih  pensive  countenance  and  moistened  eye,  all  oblivious  of  the 
wild  and  wondrous  scene  around.  Others  were  frolicking  and  dancing, 
with  shouts  which  rang  through  the  groves.  Some  were  burnishing  their 
arms,  or  mending  their  clothes,  or  cooking  food  for  the  huogry  hours  which 
they  knew  would  eoon  come;  while  others  were aoundly ajdeep,  with  tl^e 
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gBBQDtaifaloiiAform^ttreMai^I^l/m.  Xhe  wMe  tenti^fldifttex^dttn^ 
added  not  a  little  to  the  beauty  of  tiie  qtectadeu    EaEiieBifig  mune  ftom 
iDABj  banda  foee  orer  all,  sodflocdiedtlifOTi^  thaiiq^^iaBaiil^^ 
fltniiMk    But  at  len^  themooa  went  dxmxL    Tbaeamp-fiDiB  faomedmoaa 
and  mefve  dimkjj  until  thaj  eapueil,  and  the  alaioe  of  midnigfat^enYdiqped 
Hie  aieqpnig'oaanp. 

At  tlmie  o^dock  in  Ifae  movning,  at  iha  toimd  of  Ae  T0veiU6,  eyery 
Boldier  sprang  from  liia  ooneh.  Tbe  camphfiafoa  were  inatantly  Tepleniahed, 
and  almoatin  a  moment  tbe  gloom  of  the  imdawned  maming  vraa  dis- 
pelled by  the  flaehings  cf  a  thoisand  flames.  The  hot  cofiee  was  soon 
drank,  the  moranig  meA  hastily  eaten,  and  at  half  past  fi^ro  the  brigades 
were  ftnned  in  line  of  march.  Each  soldier  carried  his  own  shelter 
tent  Six  wagons  onfy  were  allowed  eaeh  regiment  for  liie  dicers'  tents, 
baggage,  and  tiie  hospital  and  commissary  MicaefL  As  the  eolnmn  took  up 
its  line  oi  loaarch,  the  caralry  and  sharpAootevs  were.sent  in  adTance,  to 
search  out  the  foe,  and  to  lemoine  any  obstmctiona  pf  filled  treeaor  farokan 
bridges,  by  whieh  the  rebels  might  have  endeavored  to  retard  their  pro* 
gresa.  The  main  body  of  the  troops  advanced  by  the  direct  ro^  to  Yodk- 
town.  General  Korell's  brigade  and  Geineral  Baaulton'a  division  todc  a 
road  which  led  off  to  the  right.  The  ronte  traversed  by  both  wings  of  the 
army  led  Ihrongh  a  fertile  and  very  beaatiM  r^ion,  shaded  with  fbrei^ 
and  embellished  with  the  mansions  of  ii»  wBalthy  jJanters.  But  war  had 
already  spread  its  desolation  over  these  <mce  fair  fields.  The  &rms  were 
fonaken,  and  the  little  villages  were  abandoned  by  their  terrified  inhab- 
itants. 

Near  Big  Bethel  the  scouts  of  the  enemy  were  first  encoimtered.  They 
ofiered  little  resistance  until  our  troops  approached  Harrold's  Mills.  Early 
in  the  afternoon  the  report  of  artillery  was  heard  in  front.  The  wearied 
soldiers,  exhilarated  by  the  sound,  grasped  their  muskets,  and  were  eager 
to  press  forward  at  the  double  quick,  but  they  were  held  back  by  their  of- 
ficers. The  rebels  had  two  field-pieces  posted  upon  an  eminence,  behind 
strong  nunparts,  and  had  opened  fire  upon  the  advance.  The  Fifth  Massa- 
chusetts battery  moved  forward,  and  threw  such  a  shower  of  shells  into 
their  redoubt  that  the  rebels  speedily  retreated,  carrying  thdr  guns  with 
them.  As  the  Stars  and  Stripes  were  unfurled  over  the  .captured  ram- 
parts, the  woods  rang  with  the  cheers  of  th^  patriots.  The  main  body  of 
Uie  army  remained  at  this  point  during  the  night,  but  General  Morell's 
brigade  moved  on  three  miles  farther  to  Oockleville,  where  they  encamped. 
They  had  marched,  circuitously,  twenty-four  miles  during  the  day,  and 
were  within  six  miles  of  Yorktown.* 

^''WereacliedTorictownoD  theiiltenio(mofSttwdA7,the6thof  Ap^  If  we  hid  attacked 
YwKtowii  OP  that  Saturday  afternoon,  there  it  no  doubt  we  shonld  ha^e  taken  it  I  oanrersed  sub- 
m^qaaUy  with  •ereal^Oonfedevato^flOseta  who  had  been  at  thenegei  end  they  all  assured  me 
tiiat  Ihey  iiad  made  airanfenentB  to  abandon  t^e  towp,  and,  aooofdinglj,  had  sent  away  their 
ftmflies,  sermntB,  and  oamp  ftimitnis.  They  expected  us  to  advanoe  that  Saturday  afternoon, 
tnd  carry  the  place  by  assault;  but  when  they  found  that  we  deUyed,  the  officers  and  troops 
SetBnnined  tovuke  ^  most  gtdlant  defence.  And  soon  they  gained  large  le^nfbroements,  and 
iMBiredloatvMlioiia  to  hold  us  before  Tcrktown  as  long  as  possible.  On  the  Saturday  of  our 
sniTal  befbre  that  place  the  rebel  officers  informed  me  that  th^  had  but  seven  thousand  Ats 
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At  seven  o'dodc  the  next  morning,  Satordaj,  April  5th,  the  troopB  at 
Oockleyille  were  joined  by  the  diyiBions  which  r^nained  in  the  rear,  and 
the  march  on  Yorktown  was  resumed.  A  heayy.  rain  was  fEdling.  The 
road  ran  through  a  d^ise  forest,  and  was  soon  cut  np,  by  the  ponderous 
wheels  of  artillery  and  baggage  wagons,  into  an  almost  impassable  slough. 
The  mud  was  sometimes  up  to  the  men's  knees.  When  within  three  miles 
of  Yorktown,  massive  fortifications  were  descried  about  a  mile  in  advance, 
on  the  right  of  the  main  road.  At  ten  o'clock,  the  Union  troops  com- 
menced forming  in  line  of  battle,  by  oocupyii^  the  most  commanding  posi- 
tions as  the  various  columns  arrived  on  the  ground. 

General  Porter*  took  the  centre,  General  Sedgwick  the  extreme  right, 
Generals  Hamilton  and  Smith  tiie  extreme  left.  It  was  soon  perceived 
that  the  rebel  fortifications  extended  seven  miles,  fix^m  the  York  Biver  to 
the  James,  sweeping  entirely  across  the  Peninsula.  These  works,  how- 
ever, had  been  very  hastily  tjurown  up,  and  it  subsequently  appeared  that, 
without  much  difficulty,  our  forces  could  have  pierced  the  line,  isolating 
Yorktown  and  cutting  off  reenforcements.  Generals  Heintzelman  and 
Hamilton  applied  to  Geneiral  McOlellan  for  permission  to  do  this.  For 
some  unexplained  reason,  no  answer  was  returned  to  their  application. 
General  McOlellan  had  determined  upon  a  siege.  The  President  was  op- 
posed to  this,  as  it  would  necessarily  occupy  weeks  of  time,  and  enable 
the  enemy  to  accumulate  a  large  army  for  the  defence  of  lUchmond.  To 
General  Mcdellan's  earnest  demand  for  more  troops  to  conduct  the  si^e, 
the  President  replied  as  follows:  the  whole  letter  is  so  characteriatic  of 
his  manly,  patriotic,  generous  spirit,  that  it  deserves  a  full  record. 

**  WASHiHGlOir,  April  9th,  1862. 
^^  MAJOB-GElfTERAL  MoClELLAK: 

"My  Beab  Sm: — ^Your  dispatches,  complaining  that  you  are  not 
properly  sustained,  while  they  do  not  offend  me,  do  pain  me  very  much. 

"  Blenker's  division  was  withdrawn  from  you  before  you  left  here :  and 
you  know  the  pressure  under  which  I  did  it ;  and,  as  I  thought,  acquiesced 
in  it — certainly  not  without  reluctance. 

^^  Afler  you  left,  I  ascertained  that  less  than  twenty  thousand  unorgan- 

hundred  men.  But  in  a  ibw  days  fifty  thousand  were  sent  in  the  defence.  The  long  dday  here, 
ttiB  exposure,  fhtigae,  and  the  fevers  generated  in  the  swamps,  did  more  to  dispirit  the  armj  and 
waste  its  strength  than  five  hattles.  We  were  thirty  daya  before  the  plaoe,  oastmg  up  intrench- 
ments  and  erecting  the  various  wcoks  necessary  for  a  sucoessfbl  bombardment*^—!^  PminstUa 
Campaign,  Sev,  J,  J,  Marks^  2>.  D. 

^  Brigadier  General  Fita^ohn  Porter  was  bom  in  ^ew  Hampshire,  about  the  year  1824.  Ha 
graduated  at  West  Point,  in  the  Artillery  Corps,  in  1846,  and  in  May,  1847,  was  promoted  to  a 
First-Lieutenancy.^  Engaging  in  the  Mexican  war,  he  was  brevetted  Captain  for  gallant  conduct 
at  Molino  del  Key.  Again,  at  Chapultepec,  he  distinguished  himself,  and  obtained  the  brevet 
rank  of  Miqor.  In  the  conflict  at  the  Belen  gate  he  was  severely  wounded.  Returning  with  tho 
army,  his  scholariy  reputation  secured  for  him  the  appointment  of  Assistant  Instructor  of  Artil- 
lery at  West  Point  The  breaking  out  of  the  i%beUk>n  called  him  again  into  active  service.  In 
May,  1861,  he  was  appointed  Odonel,  and,  three  days  after,  Brigadier-Greneral,  of  Yolunteera. 
Many  of  the  National  generals  were  at  that  time  strongly  pro-slavery  in  their  fbelhigs,  and,  whila 
sincerely  opposed  to  the  dismemberment  of*  the  Union,  were  in  sympathy  with  tiie  demands  d 
the  slaveholders,  and  hi  fftvor  of  yielding  to  them.  General  Porter  had  the  reputation  of  belongs 
faig,  very  decidedly,  ^this  dass. 
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ized  men,  without  a  single  field  battery,  were  all  you  designed  to  be  left 
for  the  defence  of  Washington  and  Manassas  Junction ;  and  part  of  thii, 
even,  was  to  go  to  General  Hooker's  old  position. 

"  General  Banks's  corps,  once  designed  for  Manassas  Junction,  was  di- 
yerted  and  tied  up  on  the  line  of  Winchester  and  Strasburg,  and  could 
not  leave  it  without  again  exposing  the  Upper  Potomac  and  the  Baltimore 
Railroad.  This  presented  (or  would  present,  when  McDowell  and  Sumner 
should  be  gone  a  great  temptation  to  the  enemy  to  turn  back  from 
the  Rappahannock,  and  sack  Washington. 

"My  explicit  order  that  Washington  should,  by  the  judgment  of  all  the 
commanders  of  corps,  be  left  entirely  secure,  had  been  neglected.  It  was 
precisely  this  that  drove  me  to  detain  McDowell.  I  do  not  forget  that  I 
was  satisfied  with  your  arrangement  to  leave  Banks  at  Manassas  Junction ; 
but  when  that  arrangement  was  broken  up,  and  nothing  was  substituted 
for  it,  of  course  I  was  not  satisfied ;  I  was  constrained  to  substitute  some- 
thing for  it  myself. 

"  And  now,  allow  me  to  ask,  do  you  really  think  I  should  permit  the 
line  from  Bichmoud,  vid  Manassas  Junction,  to  this  city,  to  be  entirely 
open,  except  what  resistance  could  be  presented  by  less  than  twenty 
thousand  unorganized  troops  ?  This  is  a  question  which  the  country  will 
Hot  allow  me  to  evade. 

"  There  is  a  curious  mystery  about  the  number  of  troops  now  with  you. 
When  I  telegraphed  you  on  the  6th,  saying  that  you  had  over  one  himdred 
thousand  with  you,  I  had  just  obtained  from  the  Secretary  of  War  a 
statement,  taken,  as  he  said,  from  your  own  returns,  making  one  hundred 
and  eight  thousand  then  with  you,  and  en  route  to  you. 

"  You  now  say  that  you  will  have  but  eighty-five  thousand  when  all  en 
rotUe  shall  have  reached  you.  How  can  the  discrepancy  of  twenty-three 
thousand  be  accounted  for?  As  to  General  Wool's  command,  I  understand 
it  is  doing  for  you  precisely  what  a  like  number  of  your  own  would  have 
to  do,  if  that  command  were  away. 

*'  I  suppose  the  whole  force  which  has  gone  forward  for  you  is  with 
you  by  this  time ;  and,  if  so,  I  think  it  is  the  precise  time  for  you  to  strike 
a  blow.  By  delay  the  enemy  will  relatively  gain  upon  you ;  that  is,  he 
will  gain  faster  by  fcHrtifications  and  reenforcements,  than  you  can  by  re- 
enforcements  alone. 

"  And,  once  more,  let  me  tell  you  it  is  indispensable  to  you  that  you 
strike  a  blow.  I  am  powerless  to  help  this.  Ton  will  do  me  the  justice 
to  remember,  I  always  insisted  that  going  down  the  bay  in  search  of  a 
field,  instead  of  fighting  at  or  near  Manassas,  was  only  shifting,  not  sur^ 
mounting  a  difficulty ;  that  we  would  find  the  same  enemy,  and  the  same 
or  equal  intrenchments,  at  either  place.  The  country  will  not  fail  to 
note — is  now  noting — ^that  the  present  hesitation  to  move  upon  an  in- 
trenched enemy,  is  but  the  story  of  Manassas  repeated. 

"  I  beg  to  assure  you  that  I  have  never  written  you  or  spoken  to  you  in 
greater  kindness  of  feeling  than  now,  nor  with  a  ftdler  purpose  to  sustam 
you,  so  far  as  in  my  most  anxious  judgment  I  consistently  can.  But  yoa 
must  act.  Yours  very  truly,  A.  Lmoouir.'* 

Vol.  n.— 3 
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The  clLain  of  earthworks  yfindtt  the  enemy  had  thrown  vp  and  werd 
hourly  strengthening,  while  reenforcements  were  being  hurried  forward  to 
man  tiiem,  was  built  in  the  form  of  a  semieireley  with  irameroos  rifle-pits  ia 
front  The  ramparts  were  rapidly  supplied  with  guns  of  the  heaviest  cal- 
ibre, many  of  them  being  32  md  42-pounder0.  The  ground  was  generally 
an  undulating  plain^  densely  covered  with  forest.  IXeaat  Yorktown  the 
land  was  low  and  marshy,  and  in  s(mie  placea  so  soft  as  to  be  quite  impas- 
sable. Between  the  line  of  the  National  troops,  as  that  line  was  gradually 
formed,  and  the  redoubts  of  the  Ibe,  there  was  a  ravine  which  was  occu^ 
pied  by  Berdan's  sharpshooters,  who  were  thus  enabled  to  obtain  a  range 
of  about  eight  hundred  yards.  The  rebels,  in  the  rear  of  their  fScMrtifie»* 
tions,  rapidly  accumulated  a  large  reserve,  so  that  ere  long  they  had  at 
that  point  a  force  of  about  thirty  thousand  men. 

As  {he  National  troops  cautiously  approached  the  rebel  redoubts,  td 
ascertain  the  weight  of  their  guns,  an  artillery  skirmish  commenced,  the 
first  shot  being  fired  at  ten  o^clock  from  the  rebel  works  near  Yorktowik 
The  shell  passed  over  the  heads  of  Oeneral  Porter  and  his  staff,  and  fell 
without  exploding  some  distance  behind  them,  in  the  thick  woods  on  their 
left.  Wieden's  battery,  on  our  right,  was  the  first  to  reply,  followed  by 
Martin's  on  our  left.  Oriffin's  Third  Bhode  Island  Battery,  aided  by  Al- 
len's Third  Massachusetts,  was  also  soon  engaged  on  the  right  The  fire 
from  the  National  guns  was  vigorous  and  efficient — ^much  more  so  than  that 
of  the  rebels.    Berdan's  sharpshooters  rendered  very  impcnrtant  service. 

When  the  action  commenced,  under  Oeneral  Porter,  these  sharpshootr 
em  advanced  as  skirmishers,  to  ckar  the  woods.  Deploying  to  the  right 
and  left,  they  plunged  into  the  bushes,  while  a  storm  of  diot  and  shell  was 
£Etinng  around  tiiem.  At  length,  coming  to  an  open  space,  where  th^re 
was  no  protection,  they  threw  themselves  upon  the  ground,  flat  upon  their 
faces,  and  wormed  themselves  along  under  the  shelter  of  such  rocks,  stumps^ 
and  hummocks  as  could  be  found,  until  they  attained  positions  from  whidi 
they  could  reach  the  foe  with  their  unerring  rifles.  Their  fire  was  so  rapid 
and  deadly  as  greatly  to  embarrass  the  rebds  at  their  guns.  If  a  head 
were  seen  through  the  embrasures,  or  &  hand  rose  above  the  ramparts,  it 
was  sure  to  be  hit.    In  yain  the  rebels  endeavtired  to  drive  off  these  nnf 
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seen  yet  stinging  foes,  by  opening  upon  them  the  most  desperate  fire  of 
their  batteries.  They  maintained  their  position,  and  their  efficient  action^ 
until  the  close  of  the  day.  At  one  time  a  mounted  rebel  officer  ventured 
outside  of  one  of  the  redoubts.  The  white  bosom  of  his  shirt,  dimly  viai^ 
ble,  presented  a  target.  ^^  California  Joe  "  drew  up  his  telescopic  rifle^ 
tocik  deliberate  aim,  fired,  and  the  man  reeled  and  fell  headlong  from  his 
horse  to  the  ground. 

Through  the  entire  day  the  shelling  of  the  T^bA  forts  was  continued  T)j 
our  batteries.  There  were  also  a  few  unimportant  skirmishes  when  bur 
infantry  encountered  parties  of  the  infantry  of  the  foa  Still,  no  decisive 
results  were  obtained.  One  or  two  rebel  guns  were  captured,  and  our  loss, 
during  the  conflict  of  the  day,  amounted  to  but  three  killed  and  twenty 
wounded. 

The  f(at)es  of  the  rebels  were  continually  increased  by  detachments  frem 
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Omt  ftnxly  of  the  Bapidan*  Their  poshkn  was  deemed  too  strong  to  be 
earned  bj  direet  aasaQlt  The  next  mornings  Sunday,  April  6,  General 
K cdeUan  arrived  from  FoitFeta  Monroe,  bringing  with  him  large  regn- 
foroementSb  A  balloon  aeoemion  waa  made,  by  which  very  accurate  infbr- 
iiation  was  obtained  req>ecting  the  strength  of  the  rebel  force,  and  the 
aatiure  ef  their  intrenchmenta. 

The  balloon  corps  became  a  very  important  branch  of  our  military  ser- 
Tioe.  ProfesBcnr  Lowe,  an  experienced  aeronaut,  was  its  chief  He  had 
two  large  balloons,  with  ample  arrangements  for  their  speedy  iniSation. 
These  balloons  were  sent  np  from  all  parts  of  the  camp,  and,  when  there 
was  bat  little  wind  and  the  atmosphere  was  clear,  they  proved  exceedingly 
efficient  in  disclosing  the  position  and  movements  of  the  rebels.  It  was 
maiufestly  veiy  annoying  to  the  rebels  to  see  the  silken  globe,  at  a  safe 
distance,  floati^  in  the  air,  while,  from  the  car  suspended  beneath,  the 
Union  offioers,  with  powerfiil  glasses,  scrutinized  aU  their  movements.  A 
strong  cord,  two  Aonsand  feet  in  length,  held  the  balloon  firmly  in  its  po- 
sition at  any  desirable  height.  With  a  pulley  and  tackle  below,  it  was 
easUy  drawn  down.    Gtenerally  two  or  three  went  up  together. 

The  scene  was  indescribably  beautiful  and  imposing,  as,  in  the  clear 
atmosphere  of  a  sunny  day,  these  officers  looked  down  from  such  a  dizzy 
height  upon  bannered  armies  below,  who  were  often  at  the  time  contending 
upon  the  green  and  luxuriant  fields  of  old  Yirginia.  Within  the  area  of  a 
drde  foiir  milfig  in  diameter,  the  view,  eren  to  the  naked  eye,  wa.  nearly 
perfect.  From  the  reoonnoissance  thus  obtained,  it  was  judged  prudent  to 
wait  for  the  arrival  of  the  heavy  si^e-guns,  many  of  which  had  not  yet 
been  taken  from  the  transports.  It  was  thought  that  a  few  days'  bom- 
bardmrait,  with  artillery  so  ponderous,  would  weaken  the  defences  of  the  foe 
sufficiently  to  warrant  an  assault  by  storm.  On  this  day,  however.  Ship* 
jttng  Point,  on  Fequosin  Bay,  was  taken  by  the  Union  forces,  and  thus  the 
transportation  ot  supplies  for  the  army  was  greatly  facilitated. 

Tea  days  passed  away  in  the  toil  of  the  siege,  when,  on  Wednesday, 
the  Idth,  the  first  serious  attack  upon  the  enemy's  works  occurred,  near  Lee's 
Hills,  on  our  left,  under  the  command  of  General  W.  F.  Smith.  This  was 
the  position  assigned  to  the  column  of  the  army  under  General  Keyes.  In 
his  advance  by  a  route  near  James  Biv^,  the  rebels  had  fallen  back  be- 
fore him  six  milee^  from  Young's  Mill  to  Lee's  Hills,  on  Warwick  Creek, 
where  they  strongly  intr^iched  themselves.  Here  they  seemed  disposed 
to  make  a  vigorous  defence.  Lee's  Mills  are  about  two  miles  from  thr 
Jamea  Siver,  and  six  from  Yorktown.  Warwick  Creek  here  makes  up 
from  the  James  Biver,  in  some  places  deep  and  narrow,  with  bold  banks, 
the  land  generally  spreading  out  into  swamps.  Two  forts,  with  exten- 
sive zifie-]Hts,  were  constructed  by  the  rebels  on  the  west  side  of  the  creek. 
In  fitmt  dT  theae  forts  there  was  an  open  space  of  about  twelve  hundred 
yardsy  and  in  the  rear  a  dense  forest.  Thick  woods  also  fringed  the  forts 
on  each  side.  On  the  enemy's  right  the  ravine,  through  which  the  waters 
of  the  creek  sluggishly  flow,  widened  into  a  marsh,  and  the  stream, 
dammed  up  below,  so  flooded  the  morass  as  to  render  any  flank  movement 
in  thai  direction  almost  impossible. 
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A  little  farther  down  the  creek,  another  fort,  'with  rifle-pits,  had  been 
constructed  to  command  the  road  to  Lee's  Milk,  which  passed  by  these 
works  at  a  distance  of  about  twelve  hundred  yards.  It  was  resolved  to 
drive  the  rebels  from  this  commanding  position.  Accordingly,  at  nine 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  April  16th,  a  portion  of  the  Third 
Vermont,  supported  by  Mott's  battery,  advanced,  as  skirmishers,  towardt 
the  eastern  banks  of  the  creek.  The  first  shell  they  fired  exploded  directly 
over  the  rebel  fort.  With  a  well-manned  battery  of  six  guns,  the  patriots 
opened  upon  the  rebels,  with  great  rapidity  and  precision,  a  deadly  fire  of 
shot  and  shell.  With  equal  vigor  the  rebels  returned  the  fire.  Their  first 
BheU  exploded  in  front  of  one  of  our  guns,  kniing  or  wounding  every  man 
but  one. 

For  three  hours  an  incessant  duel  was  thus  kept  up  on  both  sides,  the 
marshy  creek  alone  separating  the  combatants.  Soon  one-half  of  the  guns 
in  the  rebel  forts  were  silenced  by  the  fire  from  the  National  batteries. 
The  rebels  then  ceased  to  reply  and  evacuated  the  fort.  Sharpshooters 
were  sent  forward  to  reconnoitre,  but  they  could  tot  ascertain  what  had 
become  of  the  garrison.  The  National  troops,  consisting  of  the  Third, 
Fourth,  Fifth,  and  Sixth  Vermont  Regiments,  weary  of  the  fatigue  of 
marching  and  the  battle,  were  now  allowed  a  short  respite  for  dinner  and 
repose.  No  enemy  was  any  longer  visible.  We  had  thus  far  lost  but 
seven  men.  After  a  few  shells  had  been  thrown  into  the  adjacent  woods, 
to  search  out  any  rebels  who  might  be  skulking  there,  the  soldiers  slept 
upon  the  greensward,  and  the  most  impressive  silence  and  stillness  fol- 
lowed the  harsh  clamor  of  war. 

At  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  rebels  again  appeared  in  possession 
of  another  breastwork,  upon  which  they  had  mounted  several  guns.  In 
large  numbers  they  were  seen  swarming  through  the  woods  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  fort.  Captain  Mott  pointed  to  the  fortification,  and,  in  a  few  glow- 
ing words,  inspired  his  men  with  zeal  to  cross  the  creek  and  storm  the  in- 
trenchments.  Mott's  battery  was  now  reinforced  by  Ayres's  and  Wheeler's, 
numbering,  in  all,  twenty-two  guns.  They  were  brought  up  to  within  five 
hundred  yards  of  the  fort,  to  cover  the  charge  of  the  Vermonters.  The 
heroic  Green  Mountain  boys  rushed  forward  to  the  bank  of  the  creek  and 
plunged  in.  The  creek,  then  flooding  a  marsh  about  twelve  rods  wide, 
was  found  unexpectedly  deep.  The  men  had  but  just  entered  the  stream, 
when  they  found  themselves  sinking  to  their  waists  in  water  and  mire. 
At  the  same  moment,  from  a  long  line  of  rifle-pits  upon  the  opposite 
banks,  a  tempest  of  bullets  was  rained  down  upon  them.  Undaunted, 
these  young  patriots  pressed  on,  loading  and  firing  as  they  advanced. 
Their  killed,  and  many  of  their  wounded,  sank  in  the  stream. 

But  their  comrades,  instead  of  turning  back  with  the  wounded,  seized 
them  by  the  arm  or  the  collar  of  the  coat,  and  pushed  resolutely  on 
to  meet  the  intrenched  foe.  As  soon  as  they  got  foothold  on  the 
western  bank,  with  a  cheer,  which  rang  like  the  clarion  of  victory, 
they  made  a  dash  at  the  enemy,  concealed  in  the  long  line  of  rifle- 
pits.  The  rebels,  in  a  panic,  fled,  and  sought  protection  behind  the  re- 
doubt.   The  victors  foimd,  to  their  dismay,  that  many  of  their  cartridges 
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were  soaked  with  water  and  utterly  oseleBS.  Still,  for  an  hour  tbej  fought 
against  superior  numbers.  The  rebels  were  behind  their  ramparts.  The 
patriots,  dividing  with  each  other  the  few  dry  cartridges  they  possessed, 
soon  found  their  ammunition  e^cpended,  while,  for  some  unexpl^^d  reason, 
no  reenforcements  were  sent  to  support  them.  Why  the  men  should  have 
been  sent  across  the  creek  to  meet  a  vastly  outnumbering  force,  and  then 
be  left  there  to  be  massacred,  no  one  has  yet  revealed.  It  is  a  mystery 
which  can^  perhaps,  be  explained,  but  unfortunately  it  has  not  been,  and 
we  must  leave  it,  as  another  in  the  long  list  of  inexplicable  events  which 
have  occurred  during  the  progress  of  the  war.^ 

As  the  fire  of  the  patriots  slackened,  suddenly  the  rebels  rushed  out 
from  behind  their  ramparts  by  thousands,  and  charged  along  tlie  whole 
line  of  rifle-pits.  The  heroic  little  band,  without  ammunition,  and  with  . 
their  ranks  greatly  thinned,  found  it  impossible  to  resist  the  multitude 
crowding  down  upon  them.  They  would  all  inevitably  have  been  cap- 
tured or  slain,  but  for  .the  admirable  efficiency  with  which  the  guns  of 
Ayres's  battery  were  served.  As  the  Vermcmters,  under  the  shelter  of 
the  batteries,  abandoned  the  captured  rifle-pits,  and  retreated  to  recroai 
the  stream,  the  rebels  again  occupied  the  pits,  and  opened  upon  them 
a  terribly  galling  fire.  Still,  in  good  order,  the  National  troops  entered 
the  creek,  carrying  with  them  their  wounded  comrades.  Many  were  shot 
in  the  water,  A  boy  of  sixteen,  who  was  in  the  midst  of  the  carnage, 
has  graphically  described  the  storm  of  lead  which  fell  upon  them,  by 
saying :  ^^  Why,  sir,  it  was  just  like  sap  boiling,  in  that  stream,  the  bullets 
fell  so  thick." 

The  heroism  of  these  brave  men  could  not  be  surpassed.  As  soon  as 
they  reached  the  eastern  banks  they  rallied  and  commenced  the  fight 
anew.  Many  of  them,  regardless  of  the  murderous  fire  of  the  foe,  dashed 
back  again  into  the  stream  to  help  out  the  wounded,  who  were  clinging  to 
the  flooded  trees. 

Julian  A.  Scott,  of  the  Third  Vermont,  a  lad  under  sixte^i  years  of 
age,  was  one  of  these  heroes.  Again  and  again  he  went  back,  apparently 
to  almost  certain  death,  and  saved  no  less  than  nine  of  his  companions.  It 
is  to  be  deplored  that  so  many  similar  scenes  of  heroism,  which  this  war 
has  elicited,  must  pass  into  oblivion.  Tlie  troops  were  saved  from  total  de- 
struction, mainly  through  the  energy  and  military  skill  of  Captain  Ayres. 
He  selected  just  the  right  position  for  his  batteries.  Keeping  a  watchful 
eye  upon  the  foe,  the  moment  he  saw  them  form  to  charge  he  opened  upon 
them,  from  his  twenty-two  guns,  so  terrible  a  fire  that  they  did  not  dare 
leave  their  intrenchments.  The  fire  was  so  accurate  that  every  rebel  can- 
non was  silenced.  One  ball  swept  a  whole  file  of  rebels  to  the  ground. 
A  patriot  boy,  but  seventeen  years  of  age,  John  Harrington,  having  re- 
turned across  the  stream,  through  the  tempest  of  bullets,  saw  a  wounded 
comrade  left  in  one  of  the  rifle-pits.  He  immediately  went  back  and 
brought  l^im  safely  away.     Lieutenant  Whittemore  watched  the  move- 

♦  The  Prince  de  JotDTille,  in  his  pamphlet,  timplj  rexnftrkt:  "They  ftdranoed  gallantlj,  car- 
ried the  rifle-pits,  but  their  ammunition  had  been  wetted  in  passing  the  Skream ;  they  wore  not 
mfporkd,  and  retired  after  losing  manj  of  their  number.'* 
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ments  of  lihe  h^^o  boj,  and  sa^ed  his  life,  bj  cAiootiiig  sevemA  rebels  whd 
were  taking  deliberate  aim  at  him. 

When  the  Third  Vermont  charged  npon  the  rifle-pits,  the  first  man 
mho  fell,  pierced  by  six  bullets,  was  William  Seott  This  young  man, 
some  months  before,  in  his  lonely  midnight  watch,  near  Chain  Bridge,  had 
fallen  asleep  at  his  post.  The  stem  necessities  of  war  r^arded  this  as  a 
grievous  oflfonce.  He  was  doomed  to  die,  and  the  day  was  fixed  for  his 
execution.  The  kind-hearted  President  interposed  to -save  him,  and  rode 
over  to  the  camp  with  a  pardon.  The  young  man  was  intdHgent,  brave, 
and  earnestly  patriotic  Kow  as  he  fell,  and  his  life-blood  was  fast  ebbing 
away,  his  comrades  heard  him,  amidst  all  the  din  of  war^  praying,  with 
his  last  breath,  for  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  sharpshooters  w^e  marvellously  efficient  on  this  occasion.  Ten 
of  them,  with  heavy  telescopic  rifles,  were  stationed  to  watdi  the  enemy's 
largest  gun.  So  unerring  was  their  fire,  that  ev^  one  who  approached  it 
was  instantly  killed.  For  a  long  time  it  was  thus  rendered  utt^ly  usdeas 
to  the  rebels,  until  at  length  a  ball  from  Kennedy's  battery  crushed  the 
wheels,  and  hurled  the  ponderous  engine  useless  to  the  ground.  Our 
total  loss  was  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  in  killed  and  wounded. 
Most  of  this  loss  was  incurred  in  the  disastrous  retreat.  And  this 
re(3!^eat  was  rendered  necessary  by  that  unaccountable  crime  of  gener- 
alship, which  left  brave  men  unsupported.  like  the  disaster  at 
Ball's  Bluff,  and  some  other  similar  catastrophes  during  this  war, 
the  expediti<m  seems  to  have  had  no  responsible  head.  ITapoleon  or 
Wellii^ton  would  probably  have  inquired  into  the  matter,  and  some  one 
would  have  been  shot.  We,  good-naturedly,  buried  the  dead  and  com- 
forted ourselves  with  the  assurance  that  there  was  ^^  nobody  to  blame.^ 
The  men,  under  their  heroic  officers,  fought  with  bravery  which  could  not 
have  been  exceeded.  They  rushed  ov^  t^e  ramparts  of  the  foe,  and  drove 
the  outnumbering  enemy  from  their  guns.  With  the  support  which  they 
should  immediately  have  received,  they  could  easily  have  maintained 
their  position.  By  not  being  supported  they  found  themsdves  in  a  tn^« 
Their  brilliant  victory  thus  beeame  a  disastrous  defeat 


CHAPTER    III. 

THE    SIBGB    OF    YORKTOWK. 
Tmm  April  Ifth  to  Utj  H  18M. 

Ta8t  BoMM-WoaxB  OomvrBvonD.-*ImomioAvoi  or  thb  GABBisoir.— GnriEAL  FBA]nainii*i 
DiYisioN.-^-Soum  or  tbb  Scbob.— Hotoucaj.  BimnnaoBiWM.— Thb  VmanovBD  Bs* 
noAT  or  TBI  I'ttB.— Tn  PuBsun. 

A  MONTH  was  spent  by  the  National  Army  in  its  alow  approachee  upon 
Torktown^  The  impatience  of  the  nation  became  feveriih.  While  man  j 
militarj  officers  improved  of  this  cautions  procedure,  there  were  others  who 
deemed  it  entirely  unnecessary.  They  affirmed  that  the  army  was 
becoming  more  demoralized  by  the  labors  of  this  long  si^e,  than  it  would 
have  been  by  even  an  unsuccessftd  assault.  General  McClellan,  who  had 
strongly  objected  to  the  order  of  the  President,  which  detached  General 
McDowell's  corps  for  the  defence  of  Washington,  called  so  incessantly  an4 
earnestly  for  reenforcements,  that,  on  the  11th  of  April,  General  Franklin's 
division  of  McDowell's  corps  was  sent  to  Fortress  Monroe,  and  placed 
tmder  General  McClellan's  orders.*  By  the  80th  of  April,  according  to 
official  returns,  the  National  troops  on  the  Peninsula,  present  for  duty, 
amounted  to  one  hundred  and  twelve  thousand  three  himdred  and  ninety- 
two.  The  President  was  greatly  annoyed  by  the  apparent  dilatoriness  of 
army  movements,  the  cause  of  which  he  could  not  understand.  On  the 
1st  of  May  he  telegraphed  to  General  McClellan : — * 

^^  Your  call  for  Parrott  guns  from  Washington  alarms  me,  chiefly  be- 
cause it  argues  indefinite  procrastination.    Is  any  thing  to  be  done  t" 

On  Thursday  morning,  April  17th,  the  day  after  the  apparently  needless 
repulse  of  our  victorious  troops  at.  Lee's  MiUs,  General  McClellan,  with 
his  staff,  appeared  at  General  Keyes's  head-quarters,  and  hastily  examined, 
from  a  distance,  the  enemy's  works  which  we  had  taken  and  lost.    For  a 

•  Genanl  Wmiui  Bw  FraaUki  mm  bom  in  Tork,  P»niifjlTaiiiai  FebnuMj  27th,  1823.  H« 
ffrtered  West  Point,  md  graduatecl*  vith  its  highMt  honors,  at  the  head  of  a  class  of  thirty-nine^ 
m  1843.  As  Ueatenant  in  the  corps  of  Topographical  Engineers,  he  was  employed  for  two  years 
hi  a  surrey  of  the  Northern  lakes.  In  1846,  under  General  Kearney,  he  accompanied  an  ezpe* 
dition  to  the  South  Pass  of  the  Bocky  Mountains.  In  1846  he  aooompanied  the  army  of  Qe^ 
eial  Wool  to  ICexioe.  There,  joiniag  the  staff  of  General  TtijlDT,  he  fbnght  at  Buena  Vieta,  wherf 
he  distnvoiahed  himself  for  him  gallantry.  In  184S,  he  was  recalled  to  West  Point,  and  was 
appointed  Professor  of  Natural  and  Experimental  Philosophy.  In  1852,  he  accepted  a  situation 
to  teadi  the  same  branches  in  the  New  York  City  Free  Academy.  Iliis  situation  he  held  but 
a  short  time,  and  was  engaged  in  rarious  offices  of  ciTil  and  military  engineeriagj  fan  sereni 
parts  of  the  land.  Upon  the  breaking  oak  of  the  rebdlioa,  he  was  appointed,  in  1861,  Coloo4 
pf  the  Twelfth  Infantry,  and  saperintended  the  transportation  of  Tolunteers  to  the  seat  of  wat 
In  the  disastrous  battle  of  Bull  Run,  his  brigade  was  in  the  hottest  of  the  fight  and  corered  the 
retreat    He  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  able  officers  in  the  army. 
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few  days  there  was  no  fighting  anywhere  along  the  extended  lines.  Our 
troops,  vastly  outnumbering  the  foe,  were  impatient  to  be  led  to  the  assault, 
but  were  restrained  until  all  things  were  arranged  to  render  the  success  of 
an  assault  a  certainty.  In  the  mean  time  the  rebels  were  every  hour 
receiving  reenforcements  and  strengthening  their  redoubts.  General 
McClellan  kept  his  troops  very  vigorously  at  work  in  the  trenches.  Ten 
thousand  men  were  incessantly  employed  with  axes  and  spades,  so  relieved, 
that  the  work  could  go  on  uninterruptedly  night  and  day.  Abatis  of 
felled  trees,  with  sharpened  branches,  were  constructed,  trenches  opened, 
and  batteries  reared. 

There  was  a  narrow  creek  winding  along  in  front  of  the  patriot  lin^i. 
The  banks  of  this  stream  were  fringed  with  tulip-trees ;  and  flowering 
shrubs,  in  ftdl  bloom,  cheered  the  eye  with  beauty  and  filled  the  air  with 
fragrance.  While  the  men  worked,  as  far  as  possible,  imder  concealment, 
the  rebels  kept  up  a  constant  fire  upon  them.  Balls  and  shells  shrieked 
through  the  air,  and  shivered  the  branches  of  the  trees,  doing,  however,  so 
little  harm,  that  it  became  a  source  of  amusement  for  those  in  the  rear  to 
go  to  the  front,  to  witness  the  impotent  cannonade.  The  Prince  de  Join- 
ville  speaks  glowingly  of  the  picturesque  scene  presented,  when,  in  the 
evening  of  a  fine  sunny  day,  the  detachment  of  ten  thousand  laboring  sol- 
diers returned  from  iJie  trenches  through  the  blossoming  woods.  They 
marched  gayly  to  the  sound  of  martial  music.  The  silken  banners,  thi^ 
white  tents,  the  bugle  peals,  the  movements  of  the  well-drilled  troops,  the 
heavy  boom  of  distant  guns,  the  prancing  of  steeds,  the  balloon  floating 
in  the  air — all  combined  in  the  creation  of  a  scene  of  sublimity  and  of 
beauty,  from  which  every  thing  revolting  in  war  was  excluded. 

Rapidly  the  siege- works  rose  around  Yorktown.  Immense  rifled  guns, 
throwing  one  hundred  and  two  hundred  pound  shot,  were  brought  up  and 
placed  in  commanding  positions.  Mortars  of  thirteen  and  a  half  inch  calibre 
were  stationed  to  drop  their  shells  within  the  rebel  redoubts,  and  fifteen 
batteries,  with  four  redoubts,  were  prepared  to  rain  down  a  concentric  fir© 
upon  the  foe.  While  this  immense  labor  was  being  accomplished,  scarce  a 
gun  was  fired  from  the  patriot  side.  So  admirable  was  the  mechanism  of 
the  immense  cannon,  which  threw  shot  weighing  two  hundred  pounds,  that 
four  men  could  work  them  with  ease ;  and  their  balls  would  strike  the 
mark  with  great  accuracy  at  the  distance  of  three  miles. 

All  were  impatient  to  witness  the  operation  of  one  of  these  mammoth 
guns,  and  one  day,  rather  as  a  matter  of  experiment  and  curiosity,  a  few 
balls  were  hurled  against  the  redoubts  of  the  foe.  The  rebels  replied  with 
a  somewhat  smaller  rifled  piece,  mounted  on  one  of  the  bastions  of  York- 
town.  For  several  hours  this  exciting  artillery  duel  continued.  As  the 
huge  gun  was  discharged,  the  soldiers  sprang  upon  the  parapet  to  watch 
the  effects  of  the  shot.  At  the  flash  of  the  responding  gun,  they  jumped 
down  behind  the  shelter  of  the  rampart  The  distance  was  so  great,  that 
they  had  ample  time,  after  the  flash,  to  reach'  their  shelter  before  the  ball, 
arrived.  The  shells  generally  passed  over  their  heads,  striking  the  ground 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  beyond,  and  exploding  with  such  force  m 
to  throw  stones  and  earth  fifty  or  sixty  feet  into  the  air. 
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Torktown,  a  port  of  entry,  and  the  capital  of  York  County,  Virginia, 
was,  before  the  rebellion,  a  quiet,  unobtruBive  little  village  6f  between 
twenty  and  thirty  houses,  half  of  them  uninhabited.  The  place,  quite  in- 
significant in  itself,  had  been  rendered  memorable  by  the  si^e,  in  1781, 
of  the  British  forces  under  Comwallis,  by  the  xmited  forces  of  France  and 
America,  under  Washington  and  Bochambeau.  At  every  step  our  soldiers 
were  coming  upon  the  traces  of  this  renowned  conflict  which  was  the 
finishing  blow  in  seeuring  the  independence  of  our  country.  The  old 
decayed  hovel  is  still  pointed  out,  in  which  Lafayette  had  his  head-quarters. 
It  was  France  who  aided  us  in  those  dark  hours, through  which  we  strug- 
gled to  independence,  and  we  shall  be  indeed  ungrateful  if  we  ever  forget 
it  The  Prince  de  Joinville,  as  he  contemplated  these  scenes,  feelingly 
writes? — 

''  I  could  not  but  ask  myself  if,  by  a  strange  caprice  of  destiny,  these 
same  ramparts  might  not  behold  the  undoing  of  the  work  of  1781 ;  and 
if^  irom  the  slow  siege  of  Yorktown,  both  the  ruin  of  the  great  Bepublic 
and  the  rupture  of  the  Franco-American  alliance  might  not  be  fated  to 
e(Hne  forth." 

Whatever  noight  be  the  opinion  of  individuals  as  to  our  power  to  take 
Yorktown  by  storm,  there  was  no  doubt  whatever  that,  with  our  immense 
resources,  we  oould  take  it  with  all  ease  if  we  were  willing  to  resort  to  the 
slow  operations  of  siege.  The  rebels,  with  no  casemates  in  which  they 
could  take  shelter,  with  no  defences  but  simple  earthworks,  could  not  make 
any  prolonged  resistance.  Summer,  with  its  malaria  and  its  fevers,  was 
rapidly  approaching,  and  every  day  of  delay  perilled  almost  the  existence 
of  the  army.  The  whole  month  of  April  passed  away  in  this  weary  work. 
Every  movement  was  ordered  upon  the  most  approved  principles  of  mili- 
tary engineering.  This  was  the  specialty  of  General  McCleUan,  and  he 
enjoyed  work  which  he  could  perform  so  well.  At  length  every  thing  was 
arranged  for  the  grand  bombardment ;  the  choicest  troops  were  selected 
for  the  most  important  positions ;  the  signals  were  all  ready  to  set  the  trans- 
ports in  motion,  so  soon  as  Yorktown  should  fall,  to  convey  Franklin's 
division  up  the  York  Biver  and  cut  off  the  rebels  in  their  retreat.  But  alas  I 
the  moment  we  were  ready  to  clutch  the  bird  it  flew  1 

The  rebels,  having  detained  us  before  their  earthworks  for  nearly  a 
month,  and  knowing  to  an  hour  when  we  intended  to  strike  the  blow, 
which,  they  were  as  fully  aware  as  we,  must  be  decisive,  on  the  night  of  the 
3d  of  May  quietly  evacuated  Yorktown  and  all  their  lines  on  the  Warwicl: 
Biver.  They  had  learned  how  to  do  this  at  Manassas  and  Corinth.  On 
the  3d  the  rebels  opened  a  tremendous  fire  from  all  their  batteries,  driving 
the  patriots  from  their  signal-posts,  and,  undercover  of  this  fire,  they  safely 
and  without  molestation  withdrew. 

As  the  day  dawned  on  the  4th  of  May,  our  sharpshooters,  peeping  from 
the  rifle-pits  in  the  advance,  were  surprised  that  none  of  the  enemy  could 
be  seen  in  or  aroimd  the  distant  ramparts.  Some  of  the  patriots  cautiously 
crept  forward.  All  was  silence  and  solitude.  Emboldened  and  amazed, 
they  advanced  to  the  very  embrasures  of  the  redoubts,  and  there  was  no 
enemy  there.    Through  various  telegraphic  lines  the  intelligence  flashed  to 
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head-qnarien,  and  as  epee^j  was  con^^eyed  throngli  tbe  ranloi  of  the 
ann J.  lake  a  phantom  the  rebels  had  disappeared,  and  the  soldiers,  with 
chagrin  inexpressible,  mourned  over  the  loss  of  the  brilliant  victoij  they 
had  so  long  andcipaited.* 

Hie  rebels,  well  satisfied  wifli  the  delay  thej  had  occasioned,  fell  back 
upon  the  lines  in  their  rear,  which  in  the  mean  time  liiej  had  been  vigi- 
lantly throwing  np  for  liie  defence  of  Bidimond.  Our  army,  having  heesL 
so  long  encamped  in  a  regicm  of  poisonous  swamps,  was  suffering  severely 
from  sickness.  The  malaria  whidi  assailed  the  men  speedily  consigned 
thousands  to  the  hospital  The  N<Hrthem  soldiers  generally  were  highly 
intelligent  men,  and  they  fully  comprehended  our  unfortunate  position, 
A  sense  of  discouragement  oppressed  the  army. 

Throughout  the  community  at  large  parties  were  formed,  some  warmly 
approving,  others  bitterly  condemning  the  conduct  of  the  campaign.  It 
was  observed  that  all  those  who  were  &v<H^bly  inclined  towards  slavery, 
who  were  disposed  to  sympathize  with  the  rebels,  who  w^*e  hostile  to  all 
measures  of  emancipation,  and  who  avowed  the  desire  to  reconstruct  the 
Union  by  yielding  to  the  demands  of  the  slaveholders,  were  loud  in  their 
commendation  of  ^lese  cautious  measures.  There  were  prominent  mem- 
bers of  Congress  and  leading  officers  in  the  army,  who  openly  declared  that 
they  did  not  wish  to  irritate  ^  our  friends ''  in  the  South,  by  striking  them 
very  heavy  blows.  They  hoped,  by  the  rfiow  of  resistless  strength,  and  by 
the  manifestation  of  a  ^irit  of  forbearance  and  conciliation — by  gentle  and 
persuasive  violence — ^to  win  back  our  "  wayward  sisters.**  They  did  not 
attempt  to  conceal  their  desire  to  secure  the  return  of  the  seceded  States 
upon  the  basis  of  new  concessions  to  the  d^nands  of  slavery.  Though 
General  McClellan  is  not  known  to  have  committed  himself  to  these  views, 
ft  was  genearally  understood  that  he  was  the  recognized  representative  of 
this  party.    They  all,  with  one  voice,  proclaimed  him  their  chieftain. 

The  radical  hostility  of  the  rebds  to  the  prindples  of  our  free  institu- 
tions was  every  day  more  emphatically  avowed  under  the  exasperations  of 
the  war.  The  following  statement  from  the  Richmond  (Yirginia)  Ex- 
aminer, issued  about  this  time,  forcibly  e3q)resses  the  views  hdd  by  the 
rebels  respecting  human  rights,  and  avows,  in  language  which  cannot  be 
misunderstood,  the  change  they  wished  to  have  effected  in  the  American 
Constitution,  with  which  alone  they  would  be  satisfied : — 

^*  The  establishment  of  the  Confederacy  is  a  distinct  reaction  against 
the  whole  course  of  the  mistaken  civilization  of  the  age.  And  this  is  the 
true  reason  why  we  have  been  left  without  the  sympathy  of  the  nations, 
imtil  we  conquered  that  sympathy  with  the  sharp  edge  of  our  sword.  For 
*  Liberty,  EqualUy,  FraUmUy,^  we  have  deliberately  substituted  Sla/very^ 
SubordmaUany  and  Oovemment.  Those  social  and  political  j»x)blema 
which  rack  and  torture  modem  society,  we  have  undertaken  to  solve  for 
ourselves,  in  our  own  way,  and  upon  our  own  principles.  .  That,  *  among 
equals  equality  is  right ;'  among  those  who  are  naturally  unequal,  equality 

*  In  the  inTt8tig»tioii  of  this  sffidr  by  the  Ckmgressiooid  Oommittee,  one  of  the  witnesses  te«» 
tifles  '*  that  General  McOlellsn  was  rerj  moch  chagrined  and  mortified  at  the  evacuation,  as  k» 
had  made  hit  preparationB  to  open  from  hia  batteries  on  tf  onday,  tiie  5th  of  Ma/.** 
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iB  eliaoB ;  thc^  there  are  dave  raeeey  horn  to  eerve  /  maeter  taoee^  horn  to 
govern;  such  are  the  fEmdamental  principlefl  which  we  inherit  from  die 
ancient  world,  which  we  lifted  up  in  the  face  of  a  perrerBe'generati^m  thM 
has  forgotten  the  wisdom  of  its  fathers.  B j  those  principles  we  Uve,  and 
in  their  defence  we  have  Aown  oureelv^  willing  to  die.  Reverently,  we 
feel  that  onr  Confederacy  is  a  god-sent  missionary  to  the  nations,  with  great 
tmths  to  preach.  Thank  God !  the  Confederates  have  some  statennen,  and 
thinkers  np  to  the  mark  and  level  of  the  sitoatlon.  There  are  men  in 
these  Confederate  States  who  have  long  deeply  fett  and  earnestly  striven 
to  express,  though  timidly  and  S]>eenlatively,  on  what  foundations  of  fact^ 
with  what  comer-stones  of  jMinclple,  our  social  situation  was  one  day  to  be 
hmlt  up  fair  and  bright.  Now  is  the  time.  Let  them  speak  in  no  apolo- 
getic tone.*^ 

There  were  some  at  the  North  wlio  assented  to  these  principles,  who 
were  anxious  that  the  Government  should  be  reconstracted  up<m  this  fomv- 
dation.  There  were  many  good  men  at  the  South  who  execrated  these 
eentiments,  and  implored  the  North  to  stand  firm  in  opposition.  Had  the 
majority  at  the  North  ass^ited  to  these  views  the  Constitution  would  have 
be«i  peaceably  changed,  and  there  would  of  course  have  been  no  rebellion. 
The  slaveholders,  having  failed  to  accomjdifl^fais  change  at  the  ballot-box^ 
appealed  to  the  sw^d,  and  thus  plunged  us  into  the  horrors  of  civil  war. 
There  were^not  a  few  far-seeing  men  at  the  South  who  warned  the  slave- 
holders against  the  measures  of  desperation  into  which  they  were  about  to 
plunge.  Alexander  H.  StejJiens,  erf  Georgia,  who  was  subsequently  icn-eed 
into  the  ranks  of  treason,  and  became  Vice-President  of  the  rebel  Confied- 
cracy,  uttered  a  loud  cry  of  remonstrance.  Mr.  Stepliens  was  generally 
esteemed  throughout  the  country  as  one  of  the  most  intelligent  and  eonsci* 
entious  of  the  Southern  stotesmen.  In  a  speech  to  the  Georgia  Conventicoi^ 
!n  January,  1861,  he  said,  in  earnest  warning  against  secession : 

^^  This  step,  once  taken,  can  never  be  recalled ;  and  all  the  baleful  and 
withering  consequences  that  must  follow  will  rest  on  the  Convention  for  all 
eoming  time.  When  we  and  our  posterity  shall  see  ouJr  lovely  Sooth  deso* 
lated  by  the  demon  of  war,  which  this  act  of  yours  will  inevitably  invite 
«nd  call  fbrth ;  when  our  green  fields  of  waving  harvest  shall  be  trodden 
down  by  the  murdarous  soldiery,  the  fiery  car  of  war  sweeping  over  our 
famd ;  our  temples  of  justice  laid  in  ashes,  all  the  horrors  and  desolation  of 
war  upon  us,  who  but  this  Convention  will  be  held  respcmsible  for  it  I 
And  who  but  he  who  has  given  his  vote  for  this  unwise  and  iU-timed 
measure,  as  I  honestly  think  and  believe,  shall  be  held  to  a  stiict  aocount 

*  The  rebels,  assumiDg  the  title  of  the  "  Confederate  States  of  America^'*  had  envoys  at  all  the 
l6a<£ng  coorts  of  Europe,  implormg  recognition.  These  enroys  inraribly  avowed  their  hatred  of 
demoonwj,  and  their  desfvs  «o  estaMlA  a  gofvemment  for  the  (iriTileged  dassei,  in  B^mpathj  with 
liM  E«rop«BQ  arifltQcraoies.    The  LosdoD  Geurt  /oumal,  in  the  flprinf  of  1S63,  snjs:-^ 

"  The  Confederate  enroy  here  states  that  as  seen  as  the  war  is  orer,  with  success  to  the  Coop 
federate  cause,  a  nobility,  consisting  of  Duke,  Marquis,  Earl,  Yiscount,  and  Lord,  with  Baronet 
ipd  Kni^^  complete,  is  to  he  formed;  and  the  great  men  who  hare  (fistingnished  themselres  hf 
Ihflir  brarerf  and  paferioton,  are  to  be  the  recipients  of  the  titles.'* 

This  is  in  entire  oorrespondenee  wHh  the  testimony  of  ICr.  BusseU,  eorreflpondettt  of  the  Loo^ 
don  Times,  who  says  that  "he  found  everywhere,  in  South  CarolinAi  the  openly  avowed  desire 
Ibr  the  establishment  of  a  monarchy  and  an  order  of  nobles." 
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for  this  Boioidal  act  by  the  present  generation,  and  probably  cursed  and 
execrated  by  posterity  for  all  coming  time,  for  the  wide  and  desolating 
rain  that  will  inevitably  follow  this  act  you  now  propose  to  perpetrate  ? 

^^  Pause,  I  entreat  you,  and  consider  for  a  moment  what  reason  you  can 
give  that  wiU  evea  satisfy  yourselveB  in  calmer  moments;  what  reasons 
you  can  give  to  your  fellow-suflferers  in  the  calamity  that  it  will  bring  upon 
us  ?  What  reasons  can  you  give  to  the  nations  of  the  earth  to  justify  it  ? 
They  will  be  the  calm  and  deliberate  judges  in  the  case.  And  to  what 
cause  of  one  overt  act  can  you  point  upon  which  to  rest  the  plea  of  justi- 
fication {  What  right  has  the  ^orth  assailed  ?  What  interest  of  tU^e  South 
has  been  invaded}  What  justice  has  been  denied?  And  what  claim 
fotmded  ii^  justice  and  right  has  been  withheld  f  Can  either  of  you  to-day 
name  one  governmental  act  of  wrong  deliberately  and  purposely  done  by 
the  Government  at  Washington  of  which  the  South  has  a  right  to  com- 
plain {    I  challenge  the  answer. 

"  Now,  for  you  to  attempt  to  overthrow  such  a  Government  as  this, 
under  which  we  have  lived  for  more  than  three-quarters  of  a  century,  in 
which  we  have  gained  our  wealth,  our  standing  as  a  nation,  our  domestic 
safety,  while  the  elements,  of  peril  are  around  us,  with  peace  and  tranquil- 
lity accompanied  by  unboui^ed  prosperity  and  rights  unassailed,  is  the 
height  of  madness,  folly,  and  wickedness,  to  which  I  can  neither  lend  my 
sanction  nor  my  vote." 

And  now  let  us  return  from  this  digression  to  the  battle-field,  where 
these  questions  were  to  be  settled  by  the  abritrament  of  the  sword. 

The  foe  had  escaped  by  stealth  from  Yorktown.  It  was  kiiown  that  he 
could  not  have  retreated  far.  As  the  Union  forces  greatly  outnumbered 
the  rebels,  and  were  better  armed,  they  might,  perhaps,  by  a  precipitate  pur- 
suit, throw  themselves  upon  the  rear-guard  of  the  rebels  and  destroy  it. 
In  accordance  with  this  plan.  General  Stoneman,  with  some  cavalry 
and  light-horse  artillery,  was  pushed  rapidly  forward.  Some  rebel  de- 
serters, who  had  escaped  by  loitering  behind  their  retreating  comrades, 
came  into  the  Union  camp  under  a  flag  of  truce,  and  increased  not  a  little 
the  chagrin  of  the  army  by  the  announcement  that  the  rebels,  who  on  our 
arrival  were  spread  out  along  the  lines  of  Yorktown,  did  not  exceed  eight 
thousand  men.  They  could  not  have  resisted  for  one  hour  an  immediate 
assault.  The  march  might  have  been  triumphant,  and  abnost  unresisted, 
into  Richmond  I 

The  deserted  ramparts  of  the  foe  were  soon  swarming  with  patriot 
troops,  and  the  Stars  and  Stripes  were  unfurled  over  the  bastions,  amidst 
^  resounding  cheers.  The  fortifications  were  found  to  be  indeed  formidable, 
the  rebels  having  been  at  work  upon  them  for  more  than  a  year,  and  hav- 
ing plied  all  their  energies  in  strengthening  them  during  the  month  in 
which  they  held  us  at  bay.  A  Northern  gentleman,  who  had  been  im- 
pressed into  the  rebel  ranks,  stated  that  many  thousand  slaves  had  been 
forced  into  the  service  and  constantly  employed  upon  these  intrenchment^ 
At  that  time  the  prejudices  of  the  Northern  troops  were  so  strong,  that  the 
services  of  a  colored  man  could  hardly  be  tolerated,  even  in  the  most  me- 
pial  labors  of  the  camp. 
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Some  were  disposed  to  regard  the  feat  of  compelling  the  enemy  to 
abandon  so  strong  a  position  without  a  battle,  as  a  signal  victory.  An 
intelligent  observer,  examining  the  works,  said,  "  They  might  have  been 
taken  by  storm,  with  terrible  loss ;  could  have  been  taken  by  turning  their 
right  on  the  "Warwick,  after  a  severe  battle ;  but  have  been  taken  without 
a  loss  of  any  kind."  Others  mourned  bitterly  that  the  rebels  had  escaped 
unharmed,  without  the  loss  of  a  man,  carrying  with  them  all  their  munitions 
of  war,  and  nearly  all  their  guns.  They  complained  that  the  delay  caused  by 
the  cautious  and  bloodless  siege  would  render  subsequent  battles  more 
numerous,  severe,  and  deadly.  Thus  the  loss  of  life,  it  was  ai^ed,  would 
eventually  be  much  greater  than  had  the  army,  advancing  with  a  rush, 
taken  the  works  and  all  within  them  by  storm. 

Many  tents  were  left  standing  in  the  interior  of  the  fort,  and  not  a  few 
articles  were  abandoned  by  the  rebels  in  their  precipitate  flight.  They 
had  kept  themselves  well  informed  of  our  movements,  and  were  aware  of 
the  very  hofir  when  we  intended  to  open  fire.  General  McClellan  had 
brought  into  position  guns  and  mortars  sufficient  to  throw  sixty  shells  a 
minute  into  their  works.  Yorktown  was  found  utterly  deserted,  present- 
ing a  pitiable  aspect.  A  ftw  "contrabands*^  only,  who  had  nothing  to 
lose  and  nothing  to  fear,  remained  in  the  streets.  They  could  not  repress 
the  glee  with  which  they  saw  their  masters  fleeing,  and  the  Yankees 
approaching.  To  their  eyes  the  Star-spangled"banner  was  the  emblem  o) 
Northern  freedom,  and  they  hailed  it  as  God's  cloud  by  day,  and  His  piUai 
of  fire  by  night.  Seventy-two  pieces  of  heavy  artillery,  which  could  not  be 
moved,  the  rebels  left  spiked.  A  small  quantity  of  ammunition  was  found 
in  the  magazines,  but  no  commissary  stores.  The  gigantic  siege-works,  to 
which  the  National  forces  had  devoted  the  labors  of  a  month,  w^ere  hence- 
forth useless. 

The  rebels,  with  a  cowardly  and  treacherous  spirit  which  the  patriots 
never  could  stoop  to  imitate,  buried  a  large  number  of  torpedoes  or  man- 
traps slightly  beneath  the  ground  and  imder  floors,  where  the  pressure  of  a 
foot  upon  a  percussion-cap  would  cause  an  explosion.  Several  of  our  troops 
were  killed,  and  quite  a  large  number  wounded,  by  these  truly  infernal 
machines.  As  our  whole  army,  at  eight  o'clock  Sabbath  morning,  were  on 
the  march,  sweeping  like  ocean  tides  through  the  deserted  camps  and  amidst 
the  smouldering  ruins,  there  was  the  occasional  explosion  of  a  magazine,  as 
the  fire  of  the  slow  match  which  the  rebels  had  kindled  reached  the  powder. 
Still  more  frequently  there  was  the  bursting  of  torpedoes  beneath  the 
soldiers'  feet.  Then  a  few  men  would  be  laid  out  by  the  roadside  to  be 
buried ;  or,  groaning  and  writhing,  with  fractured  bones  and  mangled  limbs, 
would  be  conveyed  in  an  ambulance  to  the  sui^eon's  quarters  in  the  rear. 
The  rebels  selected  particularly  eyery  mossy  and  shady  knoll,  where  the 
weary  soldiers  would  be  likely  to  throw  themselves  down  for  rest.  Here 
theyjVKOuld  plant  the  assassin's  torpedo,  with  the  capped  nipple  buried  in 
the  grass,  and  so  arranged  as  to  explode  at  the  slightest  touch. 

Li  one  case  a  soldier,  resting  upon  the  sod  of  a  green  hillock,  saw  a 
pocket-knife  lying  upon  the  ground,  He  picked  it  up,  and  found  a  small 
cord  attached  to  it     Thoughtlessly  giving  a  slight  jerk  to  break  the  cord, 
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he  sprang  the  concealed  mine.    An  azplofiion  £[dlowed  whieh  blew  him  to 
fragments.* 

Ten  or  twelve  milea  from  Yorktown,  on  the  main  road  to  Bichmond, 
there  was  the  small  city  of  Wflliamsburg,  containing  about  two  thoosand 
inhabitants.  Brigadier-General  Stoneman^  with  all  the  cavalry  and  four 
batteries  of  horse-artillery,  pressed  along  this  road  in  vig(»ou6  pursuit 
of  the  retreating  army.  The  infantry  followed  as  rapidly  as  possible,  by 
this  and  another  road  which  rsai  nearly  parallel  to  it.  The  skilful  engi- 
neers, in  but  three  hours'  time,  threw  a  bridge  across  the  Warwick  Biver, 
at  Lee's  MiUs.    The  roads  were  narrow,  and  passed  over  much  swampy 

f  round,  where  the  wheels  of  the  ponderous  artillery  o^kea  sank  to  the  hubSb 
he  progress  was  consequently  slow. 

Still,  the  general  aspect  of  the  countiy  through  which  our  troops 
marched  was  extremely  beautiful.  It  was  a  genial  day  of  the  most  lovely 
month  of  the  year.  The  luxuriant  groves  were  bursting  into  full  hat  The 
air  seemed  filled  with  the  bloom  and  the  fragrance  of  flowering  shrubs,  and 
with  the  songs  of  birds.  General  Smith  advanced  by  Lee's  Mills.  The 
two  roads  met  near  Williamsburg*  Near  the  junction  of  these  roads,  where 
the  narrowing  of  the  peninsula,  and  the  expansion  of  swamps  upon  both 
sides,  leave  but  a  small  isthmus  of  solid  ground  through  which  the  troops 
could  pass,  the  rebels  had  thrown  up  a  new  line  of  intrenchments.  Directly 
opposite  the  neck  of  the  isthmus,  commanding  the  road,  they  had  erected 
a  bastioned  work,  which  they  called  Fort  Magruder.  The  marshes  on  either 
side  were  also  guarded  by  a  series  of  redoubts  and  rifle-pits,  which  com* 
manded  every  spot  through  which  our  troops  could  hopp  to  force  their  way. 
This  cordon  of  redoubts  extended  entirely  across  the  peninsula,  from  the 
James  River  to  the  York. 

In  approaching  from  the  east,  these  defences  were  mainly  concealed 
by  a  dense  forest,  until  our  troops  were  within  a  mile  of  them.  Over 
this  space  the  rebels  had  cleared  an  opening  by  felling  the  forest,  which 
enabled  them  to  gain  a  distinct  view  of  any  approaching  foe,  and  presented 
an  unobstructed  range  for  the  sweep  of  grape  and  canister.  This  belt 
of  cleared  land  was  filled  with  rifle-pits.  General  Hooker,  a  man  of 
great  energy,  and  whose  whole  soul  was  enlisted  in  the  war,  in  com* 
mand  of  the  Third  Army  arpB,  pressed  on  in  pnrsmt  of  the  foe  nntU 
ten  o'clock  at  night.  The  roads  were  frightful,  the  night  was  intensely 
dark,  the  rain  commenced  falling  in  floods,  and  the  soldiers,  wearied  by 
exhausting  labor  in  the  trenches  and  by  the  long  search,  were  compelled 
to  throw  themselves  for  the  night  unsheltered  upon  the  wet  ground.  So 
oppressive  was  their  fatigue,  that  neither  driving  rain  nor  wailing  storm 
disturbed  their  slumbers.  At  early  daylight  they  were  again  in  motion^ 
and  at  half-past  five  in  the  morning,  found  th^nselves  in  face  of  the  works 
of  the  enemy. 

The  fatigue  and  discomfort  of  this  march  can  hardly  be  imagined* 
The  horses,  floundering  through  the  miry  roads,  often  became  so  bogged 
in  the  mud,  interlaced  with  the  roots  of  the  forest-trees,  as  to  render 
extrication  extremly  difficult.    If  any  one  attempted  to  escape  from  tha 

*Tlie  Peninsula  Campaign^  hj  J.  J.  UmAuf^  IX  D.,  p.  160« 
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dough  of  the  roads,  and  turned  aside  into  the  woods,  he  fonnd  the  under- 
growth BO  dense,  as  to  render  it  ahnost  impossible  to  make  any  progress. 
"But  if  he  bravely,^  wrote  an  eye-witness,  ^^ breasted  the  sweeping 
branches,  and  tore  his  hands  with  the  briers  and  thorns,  there  yawned 
before  him  one  of  those  dismal  slonghs  of  uncertain  depth,  where  snakes, 
lizards,  and  small  crocodiles  welcomed  him.  From  tiie  terrors  of  the 
swamp  the  horseman  was  comi^elled  to  return  to  the  horrors  of  the 
load.'' 


CHAPTER  XV. 

THE    MARCH    TO  WEST   POINT. 

IVom  Mftj  8d  to  Maj  6feh,  1 8«i. 

ThB  AmOK  UPON    FOBT    MaORUDEB. — ^ESABNST  AND  HOOKSR.— THX    BxSOWVJSD  ChABGB  Of 

Hanoook. — Courage  of  the  Rebbia — ^Theib  Uttbb  Dbfbat. — Scenes  afteb  the  Bat- 
tle.— ^Abbiyal  or  Genebal  McC^lellan. — ^Fuoht  or  the  Bneict. — Caftubb  or  Wiluamb- 

BUBO.  * 

General  Hooker,  ever  eager  to  strike  prompt  and  heavy  blows,  resolved, 
notwithstanding  the  number  and  strong  position  of  the  foe,  to  lose  po  time 
in  making  the  attack.  He  knew  that  at  the  distance  of  but  a  few  miles, 
thirty  thousand  rebel  troops  were  stationed,  ^nd  that  from  the  whole  rebel 
army  of  the  Potomac  reenforcements  would  be  easily  sent  to  cro\vd  the 
fort  with  defenders.  It  was  therefore  necessary  to  make  an  imm-^diate 
assault.  At  half-past  seven  the  attack  was  commenced.  General  Q  rover 
led  the  First  Massachusetts  into. the  woods  on  the  left  of  the  road.  The 
Second  New  Hampshire  moved  to  the  right.  Both  of  these  regiments 
wesre  employed  as  skirmishers,  to  harass  the  gunners  in  Fort  Magnider  and 
the  occupants  of  the  rebel  rifle-pits.  Other  regiments  and  batteries  *vere 
moved  forward  with  great  skill  and  boldness,  and  such  a  deadly  fire  was 
opened  upon  Fort  Magruder  that,  in  less  than  an  hour  and  a  half,  every 
gun  of  the  rebels  was  silenced.  At  the  same  time  there  was  a  fierce  con- 
flict raging  between  bodies  of  infantry  in  the  forest,  extending  far  and 
wide  around.  The  antagonistic  parties  were  so  concealed  from  each  other 
by  dense  underbrush,  that  regiments  drifted  this  way  and  that,  guid<>d 
mainly  by  the  musketry  fire  which  they  heard. 

At  length  it  was  deemed  safe  to  send  a  couple  of  regiments — the 
Eleventh  Massachusetts  and  the  Twenty-sixth  Pennsylvania — cautiously 
along  the  road,  which  approached  the  fort  directly  through  the  clearing. 
An  incessant  musketry  fire  was  at  this  time  kept  up  in  all  parts  of  the 
field.  One  Union  regiment  after  another  was  drawn  into  action,  as  the 
,  rebels  hurried  reenforcements  from  their  rear,  until  the  battle  assumed 
truly  gigantic  proportions,  literally  extending  across  the  whole  peninsula, 
from  the  York  River  to  the  James.  All  day  long  the  conflict  raged,  with 
varying  success.  The  rebels  brought  up  twenty  thousand  men  to  oppose 
Hooker's  division  of  not  more  than  eight  or  nine  thousand.  A  dismal 
storm  of  wind  and  rain  still  swept  the  plain.  It  was  almost  impossible  to 
move  the  artillery  over  the  yielding  spongy  soiL 

General  Hooker,  on  the  left,  was  within  a  mile  of  James  River,  and, 
with  characteristic  impetuosity,  launched  his  troops  against  the  well-armed 
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redoubts  which  he  enconntered  there;  but  snch  overpowering  nmnben 
came  forward  to  meet  him,  that  he  was  compelled  slowly  to  fall  back,  dis- 
puting every  inch  of  ground.  For  hours  he  struggled,  unaided,  against 
these  overwhelming  odds*  Why  he  was  not  reenforced,  when  there  were 
tens  of  thousands  within  sound  of  his  guns,  is  still  a  mystery. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  day.  General  Kearney*  arrived,  leading  his 
band  of  six  thousand  men  through  the  exhausted  and  bleeding  soldiers  of 
Hooker's  division.  His  impetuous  charge  checked  the  progress  of  the 
exultant  foe.  Immediately  upon  his  arrival,  Kearney  performed  one  of 
those  feats  of  daring  which  gave  him  such  renown  in  the  army.  The 
rebels  were  in  a  concealed  position,  lying,  as  it  were,  in  ambush.  In  order 
to  draw  their  fire,  that  he  might  thus  ascertain  where  they  were,  he  dashed 
out  at  the  head  of  his  staff  into  the  open  field,  and  rode  along  the  entire 
front  of  the  line  where  he  believed  the  foe  to  be  concealed.  Five  thou- 
sand muskets  immediately  opened  their  fire,  and  the  balls  rattled  like  hail 
around  him.  Two  of  his  aides  dropped  dead  at  his  side.  The  others  were 
scattered,  so  that  when  he  reached  the  end  he  was  almost  alone.  Biding 
up  to  his  troops,  he  said,  "  You  now  see,  my  boys,  where  to  fire.''  Ani- 
mated by  such  bravery,  his  soldiers  held  the  enemy  in  check  until  General 
Hancock,  by  a  fiank  movement,  of  which  we  shall  soon  speak,  compelled 
their  retreat  within  their  works. 

It  is  not  easy  to  conceive  why  General  Hooker's  division  should  have 
been  so  long  left  to  wage  an  unequal  conflict  against  three  times  their 
number.  Our  troops  in  the  vicinity  decidedly  outnumbered  those  bf  the 
foe,  and  yet,  by  good  generalship  on  this,  as  on  many  other  occasions,  the 
rebels  massed  a  superior  force  at  tl\e  point  of  attack.  The  most  expe- 
rienced general  ih  the  rebel  army,  General  J.  E.  Johnston,f  directed-  the 

*  G^enJ  PhiHp  Eearne/  was  born  in  New  Jereej,  of  Iriih  descent  Thoug^h  he  studied  fbr ' 
the  law.  after  gndvbtini  at  Oolambia  Coll^  a  atrong  taste  fbr  a  military  life  led  him  to  seek  the 
adyentures  of  the  oamp.  In  1837  he  Joined  the  aimy,  as  Lieutenant  ui  the  United  States  first 
Dragoons.  He  first  serred,  gallantly  flghtin(^  th^  Indiana,  on  the  frontier.  He  attained  so  much 
disttnction  aa  a  carahy  officer,  that,  about  the  year  1839,  he  was  Sent  by  the  QoveiTiment  to 
France,  to  study  and  report  upon  French  cayalry  tactics.  He  entered  the  Polytechnic  school,  * 
then  Joined  the  Ohasseurs  d'AfKque,  and  fought  through  the  Algerine  war.  His  gallantry  waa 
rewarded  with  the  Gross  of  the  Legion  of  Honor.  Returning  home,  he  entered  the  Mexican  war, 
his  squadron  composing  the  body-guard  of  General  Scott  He  was  then  Captain,  but  was  brevet- 
ted  Major  for  gallant  conduct  in  sereral  conflicts,  jMirticularly  in  t)iat  at  the  San  Antonio  gate  of 
Mexico,  where  he  lost  an  arm.  After  the  war,  being  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  large  fortune,  he 
went  to  Burope,  studied  with  a  critical  eye  the  operations  of  the  Crimean  war,  and  subsequently 
entered  the  French  army,  and  again  acquired  great  renown,  by  his  skill  and  bravery  at  Magenta 
and  Solferino.  Hid  attack  of  the  rebels  upon  Sumter  recalled  him  to  his  native  land.  Receiving 
a  commisaion  of  Brigadier-General,  during  the  remainder  of  his  heroie  career  he  waa  ever  found 
where  danger  was  most  imminent    A  more  feariess  man  probably  never  lived. 

f  General  Joseifh  Eccfeston  Johnston,  bom  in  Virginia  about  the  year  1804,  was  educated  at 
Oe  expense  of  tiiat  Government,  whose  flag  he  was  now  striving  to  trail  dishonored  in  the  dost 
^fBduating  at  West  Point  in  1829,  he  entered  the  Fourth  Artillery,  but  afterwards  retired  from 
■ervioe.  Agidn  entering  the  army  at  the  opening  of  the  Florida  war,  he  served  during  that  con- 
test in  the  Ck>rps  of  Bngineers.  During  the  Mexican  war  he  also  fought  nnder  the  Stars  antt 
fitripea.  He  took  part  in  all  the  battles  between  Vera  Orua  and  Mexico.  In  these  oonflicts  be 
proved  hitts^  to  be  a  brave  man  and  a  sagaoions  officer.  He  was  twice  wounded  and  twice  bra* 
vetted.  Jm  IVSO,  hie  confiding  country  promoted  him  to  the  position  of  Quartermaster-General  ilit 
the  United  States  army,  with  the  ranJc  of  Brigadier-QeneraL  At  the  breaking  oat  of  tiie  dar*- 
VoL.  II.— 4 
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rebel  troopfl  in  person,  aided  by  Generals  Longstreet,  Pryor,  Oohlson,  and 
Picket.     General  Hooker,  in  Lis  official  report,  says : — 

"  History  will  not  be  believed,  when  it  is  told  that  the  noble  officers 
and  men  of  my  division  were  permitted  to  carry  on  this  unequal  struggle 
from  morning  until  night  unaided,  in  the  presence  of  more  than  thirty 
thousand  of  their  comrades  with  arms  in  their  hands.  ^  Nevertheless,  it  is 
true.  If  we  failed  to  capture  the  rebel  army  on  the  plains  of  Williams- 
burg, it  surely  will  not  be  ascribed  to  want  of  courage  and  conduct  in  my 
command." 

The  close  of  this  eventful  day  presented  one  of  the  most  brilliant 
scenes  in  the  tragedy  of  war.  The  battle  had  been  waged  unintermittedly 
along  the  whole  line,  from  morning  till  evening.  Notwithstanding  the 
utmost  heroism  of  the  Union  troops,  they  were  assailed  by  such  superior 
numbers  that  they  had  hardly  held  their  own.  General  Smithes  division 
occupied  the  right  of  the  National  line  of  battle,  near  York  River.  From 
this  position  General  Hancock's  brigade  was  sent,  with  Wheeler's  New 
York  Battery,  by  a  circuitous  route,  much  of  the  way  cutting  their  road 
through  the  woods,  to  attack  Fort  Magrader  from  the  north.  On  their 
march  they  encountered  several  intrenchments,  from  which  the  rebels 
were  impetuously  driven.* 

At  length  General  Hancock  came  to  ar  open  plain,  about  two  miles 
long,  from  north  to  south,  and  a  mile  wide.  At  the  northern  extremity  ol 
the  plain  the;pe  was  a  redoubt  which  General  Hancock  seized,  precipi- 
tately expelling,  the  enemy  from  it.  At  the  southern  extremity  rose  ti^ 
strong  bastions  of  Fort  Magruder.     Its  crest,  with  substttutial  parapets, 

.  ditches,  and  magaziues,  extended  half  ^a  mile.  Nearly  the  whole  of  this 
plain  was  fringed  with  tHe  forest.  *  Abotlt  half  a  mile'from  the  northern 
entrance,  through  the  wood^  there  was  a  farm-house,  with  a  few  out  buildr 

*  ings.'    A  rail  fence  ran  from  this  house  to  the  forest  on  the  right. 

The  redoubt  which  General  Hancodk'  had  'taken  Varf  near  the  farm- 
house. Here  he  posted  "his  jnen,>nd  sent  back  urgent  but  unavailing  ap-  * 
peals  for  reenforcement^  stating  tjiat  improperly  supported,  he  could,  from  » 
•  the  position  he  Aen  occupied,  carry  Fort  Magruder  without  difficulty.  He 
waited  impatiently  for  the  reiinforcements,  which  did  not  come.  It  was 
now  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  There  was  a  moment's  lull  in  the  tem- 
pest of  the  battle,  ominous  of  the  increased  fury  .with  which  the  fight 
would  be  renewed.  Wheeler's  splendid  battery  was  in  position  just  east 
of  the  farm-house.    A  little  in  his  rear,  and  on  the  east,  the  Sixth  Maine 

holders*  rebellion,  General  Johnston  abandoned  the  flag  he  had  so  long  and  so  honorably  served, 
and  joined  the  ranks  of  those  who  were  banded  for  the  overthrow  of  the  American  Union.  No 
amount  of  courage  or  of  skill  can  atone  for  such  a  crime. 

*  General  Winfield  Scott  Hancock  was  bom  in  Pennsylvania,  in  1823.  He  entered  the  Mill- 
tarj  School  at  West  Point  when  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  graduated  in  1844.  The  rebel 
General  Buckner,  of  unenviable  notoriety,  was  one  of  his  class-mates.  Entering  the  Fourth 
United  States  Infantry,  he  acquired  distinction  in  several  battles  of  the  Mexican  war,  and  was 
brevetted  First  Lieutenant  in  August,  1847.  He  gradually  rose  in  rank,  during  years  of  peace, 
until  heattamed  the  rank  of  Captain,  in  1855.  The  rebellion  found  him  true  to  the  flag  which 
he  had  ever  honored,  and  with  glowing  patriotism  be  drew  his  sword  in  its  defence.  He  entered 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  as  Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers.  His  brilliant  exploit  at  Williams- 
burg  gave  him  a  position  among  the  most  heroic  men  of  the  war. 
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Regiment  was  etationed,  upon  the  open  plain,  with  a  band  of  Bkirmishen 
thrown  out  a  few  hundred  feet  in  advance,  also  in  the  open  field.  West 
of  the  farm-house,  the  Fifth  'Wisconsin  and  the  Forty-Third  New  York 
Regiments  were  also  in  position,  with  skirmishers  thrown  out  towar<is  the 
woods  west  of  them.  A  road  passing  by  the  farm-house  ran  through  the 
centre  of  the  plain. 

All  these  movements  were  made  in  plain  view  of  the  rebels,  massed 
behind  the  ramparts  and  in  front  of  Fort  Magruder.  The  patriot  battery, 
of  beautiful  brass  field-pieces,  directly  before  them,  and  slightly  guarded, 
presented  a  glittering  prize  greatly  to  be  coveted.  The  rebels  accordingly 
collected  in  the  rear  of  the  fort  a  body  of  three  thousand  men,  who  were 
concealed  from  the  Union  lines  by  the  earthworks  and  the  forest.  The 
duty  assigned  them  was  to  take  the  battery.  All  things  being  arranged 
for  an  impetuous  charge,  they  rapidly  defiled  from  their  covert.  First 
there  emerged  from  the  woods  a  battalion  of  rebel  cavalry ;  these  were 
followed  by  three  regiments  of  infantry  supporting  it.  With  magic  pre- 
cision they  were  formed  in  battle  array,  and  immediately  the  whole  line, 
with  rapid  tread,  advanced  upon  the  guns.  Captain  Wheeler  had  every 
man  in  his  place,  and  instantly  opened  upon  the  foe  a  deadly  fire  from  his 
well-manned  battery.  At  the  same  moment  the  skirmishers  commenced  a 
careftilly  aimed  and  rapid  fire  of  musketry.  The  rebels,  evincing  courage 
which  extorted  admiration  from  the  lips  of  the  patriots,  regardless  of  the 
storm  of  balls  which  was  thinning  their  ranks,  pressed  forward  very  rap- 
idly, in  three  parallel  lines,  but  a  few  yards  apart.  On  they  came,  resist- 
lessly,  sublimely,  like  the  ocean  surges,  and  still  leaving  behind  them,  at 
every  step,  the  mutilated,  the  dying,  and  the  dead.  The  U^on  skirtnish- 
ens,  keeping  jip  a  scattering  fire,  slowly  retired  to  their  main  lines  in  the 
rear  of  the  battery. 

Three  thousand  men^  filling  the  air  with  war-cries  which  rose  above 
the  roar 'of  battle,  were  now  within  a, few  yards  of  the  battery,  and*  its 
(Capture  sdemed  inevitable.  The  field-pieces  were,  by  this  time,*  almost 
hidden  from  view,  in  .the  clouds  of  smoke  which  envelopied  them.  For  a 
moment,  while  wrapped  in  this  vofcanic  shroud,  their  fire  ceased.  Then 
the  guns  were  all  seen  emerging,  in  the  rear,  from  the  smoke-cloud,  and, 
with  the  horses  on  the  full  run,  were  dragged  a  few  hundred  yards  to  an- 
other position,  where  their  infantry  lines  were  ready  to  receive  them  under 
their  protection.  Again  the  heated  pieces  were  imlimbered,  and,  at  short- 
est range,  belched  forth  anew  their  murderous  fire.  The  rebels  now,  rush- 
ing on  at  the  .double-quick,  were  within  three  hundred  feet  of  the  battery. 
The  Forty-Third  New  York  and  the  Fifth  Wisconsin  drew  up  close  upon 
the  right,  near  the  pieces.  The  muzzles  of  their  muskets  fell  to  a  level. 
The  bosoms  of  the  rebels  were  almost  near  enough  to  be  scorched  by  the 
powder  of  the  discharga  There  was  a  blaze  of  fire,  a  rattling  peal,  r.  ctorm 
of  bullets,  and.  the  advancing  line  reeled  and  staggered  before  the  leaden 
tempest,  which  apparently  laid  one-half  their  number  in  the  dust.  The 
moment  the  rattle  of  musketry  had  ceased,  and  ere  the  smoke  had  cleared 
away,  Greneral  Hancock  waved  his  hat  and  shouted,  in  the  coiurtly  language 
of  chivalric  days, 
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"  Now,  gentlemen,  the  bayonet !" 

The  gleaming  blades  were  brought  to  a  level.  With  a  botmd  and  a 
Bhomt,  Buch  as  the  enthusiasm  of  the  hour  alone  could  have  inspired,  the 
whole  line  sprang  forward,  with  its  terrible  array  of  keen  and  bristling 
steel.  Mortal  valor  could  not  be  expected  to  stand  such  a  charge.  The 
rebels,  brave  as  they  had  proved  themselves  to  be,  broke  and  fled  in  a 
thorough  panic,  leaving  behind  them  five  hundred  killed  and  wounded, 
and  one  hundred  and  forty-five  prisoners.  The  courage  the  rebels  had  dis- 
played so  excited  the  admiration  of  the  patriots,  and  the  intelligent  North- 
em  troops  were  so  well  satisfied  that  the  unintelligent  rank  and  file  of  the 
Southern  army  were  duped  by  their  traitorous  leaders,  that  these  prisoners 
were  treated  with  almost  the  affection  of  brothers. 

Thus  closed  this  bloody  day.  Through  all  its  dreary  hours  the  Union 
army  had  fought  nearly  upon  the  same  spot,  making  no  advance.  The  in- 
trenchments  of  the  foe  still  fix>wned  before  them.  This  brilliant  charge  by 
General  Hancock,  driving  back  the  rebels  into  Fort  Magruder,  was  merely 
one  of  the  incidents  of  the  battle  on  our  right  wing.  No  one  felt  disposed 
to  claim  a  victory,  though  a  practised,  military  eye  could  see  that,  from  the 
position  the  army  occupied  that  evening,  we  had  an  ample  force  at  hand 
to  carry  the  fort,  in  the  morning,  by  storm. 

The  roar  of  the  battle  had  abated.  The  air  was  suffocating  with  the 
volumes  of  sulphurous  smoke  which  had  settled  down  upon  the  field.  The 
sun  was  sinking  behind  the  clouds,  which  still  wept,  and  the  gloom  of  a. 
dark  and  rainy  night  was  setting  in,*when  the  clattering  of  hoo&  was  heard 
in  the  rear,  which  rose  above  the  subdued  murmurs  of  the  dying  battle. 
All  eyes  were  turned  in  that  direction,  when  suddenly  there  emerged 
from  the  rain  and  mist  General  McClellan,  accompanied  by  his  mag- 
nificent staff  The  General,  a  man  of  irreproachable  morals  and  of  the 
kindliest  sympathies,  was  exceedingly  beloved  by  his  troops.  All  the 
day  long  he  had  been  impatiently  expectM.  As  the  brilliant 'cavalcade 
swept  by,  regiment  after  regiment  greeted  the  young  ch\eftain  with  cheers, 
which  proved  how  thoroughly  he  was  enthroned  in  their  confidence  and 
affection.  His  garments  were  penetrated  through  and  through  with  the 
rain  and  spattered  with  mud.  He  rode  rapidly  to  the  headquarters  of 
General  Keyes,  and,  without  dismounting,  held  a  brief  consultation  with 
him,  expressed  himself  satisfied  with  the  course  which  had  been  pursued; 
and,  after  a  hurried  ride  over  a  portion  of  the  field,  for  night  was  alreadj 
upon  him,  sought  shelter  from  the  storm  in  a  room  reserved  for  him  at 
head-quarters.* 

The  night  succeeding  this  terrible  battle  was  one  of  indescribable 
gloom  and  woe.  A  pitiless  storm  was  raging.  Many  of  our  young 
soldiers  were  from  the  most  comfortable  and  even  luxurious  homes  of  the 

*  "  The  b«ttle  of  WiUiamsbiir|^  appears  to  hare  been  fought  under  many  and  serious  disad- 
nutages.  Nothing  was  known  of  the  nature  of  the  countr7,  or  the  defensive  works  of  tho 
enemj,  until  our  troops  arrived  before  them.  There  was  no  controlling  mind  in  diarge  of  &• 
movements ;  there  was  nncertainty  in  regard  to  who  was  in  command ;  each  General  fought  aa 
he  considered  best ;  and  hy  the  time  the  Qeneral  Conmianding  appeared  on  the  field,  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  the  fighting  was  over." — Bepori  of  Oongreasionai  OammiUec  en  Hu  OperaUona  qftha 
Army  of  the  Potomme, 
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North*  After  many  hoars  of  marching  and  of  battle,  having  ran  several 
miles  at  the  double-qaick  to  reach  the  field,  they  stood,  many  of  them, 
knee-deep  in  water,  without  food  and  withont  fire,  all  night  nnder  arms. 
Towards  morning  the  clonds  broke  and  disappeared.  A  warm  and  sonny 
day  dawned  upon  the  drenched,  bleeding,  exhaasted,  half-starved  troops. 
Natare  smiled  with  rare  beauty.  The  atmosphere  was  invigorating,  with 
all  the  freshness  and  fragrance  of  the  most  lovely  of  spring  mornings. 
Bird  songs  filled  the  air ;  flowers,  in  great  provision,  bloomed  around,  in 
painfril  contrast  with  the  ruin^  death,  and  woe  which  strewed  the  battle- 
field. 

No  one  who  was  present  on  the  plains  of  Williamsburg  that  morning, 
will  ever  forget  the  spectacle  which  was  presented.  Along  the  road,  and 
over  the  wide  field  of  battle,  hundfeds  of  the  dead  were  scattered, 
mangled,  dismembered,  trampled  in  the  mire.  There  were  still  large 
numbers  of  the  wounded  scattered  over  the  field,  and  fainting  and  dying 
in  the  recesses  of  the  forest.  With  piteous  moans  and  with  beckonings  of 
the  hand  they  implored  relief.  Hundreds  of  dead  and  dying  horses, 
broken  gun-carriages,  abandoned  guns,  and  all  the  indescribable  wreck 
and  ruin  of  such  a  battle,  added  to  the  awfulness  of  the  scene.  ^  Lying 
in  the  road,  with  upturned  face,  as  if  gazing  into  the  heavens,  was  a  dead 
soldier,  the  lower  half  of  his  body  buried  in  mud.  The  storm  of  the 
night  had  washed  his  face.  It  was  strikingly  beautiful,  like  that  of  a 
lovely  woman.  A  smile  as  of  the  sweetest  peace  lingered  on  the  face  of 
death.  That  calm,  angel-like  expredsion,  in  such  a  scene,  struck  every 
passing  soldier  with  wonder.  Hundreds  stopped  and  looked ;  many  said 
he  died  dreaming  of  his  mother ;  that  his  last  moments  were  cheered  by 
the  presence  of  angels."* 

The  morning  light  revealed  that  again  the  enemy  had  fied.  Beaten  in 
the  battle  by  inferior  numbers,  and  fearftil  of  a  renewal  of  the  strife,  which 
might  prove  still  more  disastrous  in  the  morning,  taking  advantage  of  the 
darkness  and  the  storm,  the  rebels  again  evacuated  their  works.  Many 
rebel  prisoners  had  been  taken,  bu .  they  were  nearly  all  from  that  class 
termed  "poor  whites,"  whom  slavery  has  degraded  even  below  the  con- 
dition of  the  negro.  No  information  of  any  value  could  be  obtained  from 
them.  CJontrabands,  by  scores,  came  into  the  camp.  Many  of  them  were  keen 
and  sagacious  observers.  Through  them  alone  could  our  generals  obtain 
any  knowledge  of  the  country  in  the  rear  of  the  rebel  lines.  These  men 
were  all  patriots.  General  Eeyes  remarked,  and  so  had  General  O.  M. 
Mitchell,  as  his  experience  in  his  Southern  campaign,  "  that  he  had  never 
been  deceived  by  the  contrabands.  The  information  they  gave  was  some- 
times inaccurate,  but  never  intentionally  so." 

General  Hooker  immediately  took  possession  of  the  abandoned  forts. 
The  main  body  of  the  National  troops,  with  fiying  banners,  marched  tri- 
umphantly into  Williamsbuig.  General  Hancock,  with  his  brigade,  was 
pushed  energetically  forward  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  retreating  foe.  At 
nine  o'clock  in  the  morning.  General  McClellan  rode  from  his  head-quarters, 
with  his  staff,  to  visit  the  battle-field  of  the  precetling  day.     Detachments 

^  The  PeMMuIa  Campaign  in  VirgirUa^  ly  Jomts  J.'Marha^  Z>.  D.^  p.  159. 
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of  soldiers  were  then  busy  in  the  melancholy  task  of  burying  the  dead. 
Large  pita  were  dug  in  different  parts  of  the  field,  into  which  the  mangled 
bodies  and  scattered  limbs  were  thrown.  The  spectacle  of  these  mutilated 
corpses  of  husbands,  fathers,  sons,  and  brothers,  already  swollen  and 
blackened  by  approaching  corruption,  was  appalling  even  to  the  eyes  of 
those  familiar  with  such  scenes. 

The  rebels,  in  their  flight,  had  left  but  little  beliind.  Tlie  barracks 
wliich  their  troops  had  occupied  during  the  winter  were  comfortable  huts, 
reared  of  boards  and  logs,  far  more  commodious  than  the  canvas  tents  in 
which  so  many  of  our  troops  upon  the  Potomac  had  suffered  and  died. 
It  was  remarked  that  our  Northern  soldiers  treated  the  wounded  rebels 
with  the  utmost  tenderness,  and  spoke  of  them  almost  imiversally  more 
in  pity  than  in  anger. 

The  town  of  Williamsburg  was  about  a  mile  beyond  the  main  range 
of  forts,  the  space  between  consisting  of  an  open  plain.  There  were  a  few 
wretched  cabins  scattered  over  this  field,  into  which  large  numbers  of  the 
wounded  had  crawled,  and  their  groans,  distinctly  audible,  blended  pain- 
fully with  the  song  of  the  robin  and  the  wren.  At  eleven  o'clock  General 
McClellan,  with  his  brilliant  staff,  his  cavalry  escort,  and  accompanied  by 
General  Heintzelman  and  his  body-guard,  in  imposing  military  array,  with 
pealing  bugles  and  waving  banners,  entered  the  streets  of  Williamsburg. 
The  inhabitants  had  all  fled.  White  flags  were  upon  most  of  the  houses, 
and  the  dwellings  were  nearly  all  filled  with  the  sick,  the  wounded,  and  the 
dead  of  the  rebels.  The  unpaved  streets,  flooded  by  the  rain  and  cut  up  by 
the  artillery  wheels  which  had  passed  over  them,  presented  the  aspect  of  a 
vast  quagmire,  through  wliich  the  horses  flotmdered,  sinking,  at  times,  to 
the  saddle  girths.  A  few  negroes,  who  had  succeeded  in  eluding  the  vigi- 
lance of  their  masters,  smiling  with  satisfaction,  welcomed  the  Union  troops 
with  every  demonstration  of  (Confidence  and  joy. 

One  young  man,  who  had  more  of  white  than  African  blood  in  his  veins, 
said  that  when  the  rebels  began  to  retreat,  he  for  a  long  time  waved  from 
his  cabin  window  a  white  flag,  hoping  thus  to  induce  the  Union  troops  to 
hurry  on.  Some  one  said  to  him,  "  We  often  hear,  at  the  North,  that 
many  of  you  prefer  bondage  to  freedom."  Hia  emphatic  reply  was,  "No 
one  likes  to  be  a  slave."  He  asked  many  questions  about  the  North — how 
to  get  there ;  and  then,  apprehensive  that  the  rebels  might  again  return, 
this  chattel  made  a  bee-line  for  that  free  land  where  he  would  be  trans- 
formed into  a  man.  The  enemy's  forces  which  retired  from  Williamsburg 
were,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  between  thirty  and  forty  thousand. 
The  long  delay  at  Yorktown  had  enabled  the  rebels  to  accumulate  this 
army.  Our  own  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  General  Hooker 
estimated  at  fifteen  hundred  and  seventy-five.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  was 
certainly  not  less,  and  probably  considerably  more. 

The  routed  foe  were  retreating  precipitately,  and  in  no  little  confusion. 
There  was  no  mountain  barrier  or  broad  stream  where  they  could  make  a 
stand.  The  National  forces  outnumbered  them  three  to  one.  The  National 
gunboats  and  transports  had  the  entire  command  of  York  River,  and  could 
thus  follow  along  by  the  side  of  the  army,  at  a  distance  of  but  a  few  miles, 
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with  an  J  quantity  of  supplies.  Why,  under  these  circnmstances,  were  not 
the  rebels  yigoronsly  pursued}  Several  of  the  National  Generals  testified 
before  the  Congressional  Committee,  that  had  the  enemy  been  properly 
followed  up  after  the  battle  of  Williamsburg,  Richmond  could  easily 
have  been  taken— one  of  them  says,  "  without  firing  a  gun."*  General 
McClellan  assigned  as  the  reason  for  not  pursuing  the  foe,  that  the  roads 
were  impracticable.  One  would  think  that  where  rebels  could  lead, 
patriots  could  follow,  especially  since  the  patriot  army  had  the  entire  con- 
trol of  the  York  River,  for  its  heavy  transportation. 

At  the  western  end  of  the  broad  main  street  of  Williamsbuig  there  was 
a  square,  surrounded  by  the  buildings  of  William  and  Mary's  College,  a 
venerable  institution  founded  in  1693.  The  rooms  were  filled  with  wounded 
rebels,  and  they  were  lying  in  groups  beneath  the  portico,  the  steps  being 
crimsoned  with  their  blood.  General  McCleUan  visited  these  stricken  foes 
with  a  brother's  sympathy.  He  had  a  kind  word  for  alL  A  flag  of  truce 
was,  by  his  orders,  immediately  sent  to  the  rear-guard  of  the  rebels,  request- 
ing them  to  send  surgeons  to  take  care  of  their  wounded.  This  humanity 
was  in  accordance  with  the  kindly  nature  of  General  McClellan.  A  very 
efficient  guard  was  immediately  established  to  protect  all  private  property, 
and  to  preserve  exact  discipline.  It  is  gratifying  to  read  the  following 
testimony  upon  this  subject,  from  the  Prince  de  Joinville : 

"  This  precaution  was  superfluous ;  for  if  the  obedience  of  the  Federal 
soldiers  to  their  officers  is  not  what  it  should  be,  for  the  good  of  the  service, 
we  venture  to  believe  that  no  army  has  shown  more  respect  for  non-combat- 
ants and  private  property.  During  the  whole  time  of  my  presence  with 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  the  only  instance  of  disorder  which  came  to  my 
knowledge,  was  the  pillage  of  a  loft  filled  with  the  finest  Virginia  tobacco^ 
which  was  discovered  in  an  abandoned  bam." 

It  was  thought  by  many  that  General  McClellan,  in  his  earnest  desire 
to  prohibit  that  pillaging  which  is  the  disgrace  and  ruin  of  any  army,  car- 
ried to  an  unwarrantable  and  impolitic  degree  this  protection  of  the  prop- 
erty of  traitors  and  rebels,  and  this  respect  for  the  constitutional  rights  of 
those  who  were  trampling  the  Constitution  in  the  dust  It  is  said  that  even 
our  wounded  soldiers  were  left  exposed  upon  the  ground,  or  in  rude  tents, 
while  guards  were  stationed  around  the  houses  of  wealthy  rebels  near  at 
hand,  to  prevent  their  being  used  for  the  shelter  of  these  suffering  and  dy- 
ing patriots.  The  rebels  refused  to  sell  any  clothing,  any  delicacies,  any 
food,  even  for  specie,  and  they  were  sustained  in  this  refusal  by  the  Na- 
tional arms.  As  soon  as  the  panic  of  the  battle  was  over,  and  the  rebels 
found  how  effectually  they  were  protected  in  all  their  demands,  the 
women,  who  showed  themselves  tenfold  more  wicked  and  venomous  than 
the  men,  returned  to  Williamsburg,  and,  with  insulting  and  tantalizing 
parade,  carried  eggs  and  wine,  and  baskets  filled  with  all  luxuries,  upon 
the  heads  of  their  slaves,  to  the  wounded  rebels,  while  scarcely  a  comfort 
could  be  obtained  for  money,  or  by  aopeals  to  humanity,  for  tiie  wounded 
and  sick  of  our  own  army. 

**  Whenever,"  writes  the  Prince  de  Joinville,  "  these  women,  followed 

♦  Eep.  of  Cong.  Com.,  p.  9. 
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by  their  negro  serrwig,  durrying  well-filled  baskets^  met  a  Federal 
aoldier  on  the  side-waU^  they  made  a  point  of  gathering  np  their 
drefises  in  haste,  as  if  to  avoid  the  contact  of  some  unclean  animal.  The 
victors  only  smiled  at  these  childish  and  ill-bred  demonstrations.  Other 
troops  in  their  place  might  have  been  less  patient"  Oeneral  Butler  at 
New  Orleans  pursued  a  more  eflScient,  sagacious,  and,  we  must  think,  a 
more  humane  course. 

Oeneral  McClellan  took  for  his  head-quarters  the  house  which  had  been 
occupied  the  day  before  by  General  J.  E,  Johnston.  The  military  ability 
displayed  by  this  rebel  officer  is  admitted  by  alL  Holding  our  army, 
superior  in  numbers  and  far  better  equipped,  at  bay  for  two  days  before 
Williamsbuig,  he  gained  time  for  the  safe  removal  of  all  his  trains,  and 
then,  with  his  whole  army,  moved  to  another  position  in  the  re^.  Her^ 
upon  the  banks  of  the  upper  York  Biver,  he  again  found  time  to  intrench 
himself,  employing  twenty  thousand  slaves  in  throwing  up  earthworks.  A 
few  squadrons,  under  Oeneral  Stoneman,  were  sent  to  harass  the  rear^ 
guard  of  the  foe,  while  the  main  body  of  the  army  rested  three  or  four 
days  at  Williamsburg,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  up  supplies,  and  rrm-lnng 
other  preparations  for  their  cautious  advance. 

The  sick  in  the  National  army  already  amounted  to  fifteen  thousand 
men.  The  wounded  were  about  one  thousand  five  hundred.  They  were 
placed  in  hospitals  at  Yorktown,  Fortress  Monroe,  and  Newport  News. 
The  Ninety-second  New  York  Begiment,  which  left  Albany  on  the  first 
of  March  with  eight  hundred  and  fifty  men,  had  now  but  one  hundred  and 
ninety-six  which  they  could  bring  into  the  field.  The  following  anecdotCi 
related  by  the  Bev.  Dr.  J.  J.  Marks,  in  his  Peninsula  Campaign,  is  worthy 
of  record  as  illustrative  of  the  times : 

Passing  by  the  old  jail  at  Yorktown,  he  heard  the  plaintive  wail  of 
many  voices,  singing  as  in  some  funeral  service.  Oroups  of  officers  and 
soldiers  were  looking  in  at  the  windows  and  listening.  As  he  approached 
hQ  saw  within  forty  or  fifty  negroes,  men,  women,  and  children,  in  all  atti- 
tudes. They  were  singing  one  of  the  negro  religious  hymns.  The  leader 
gave  out  the  hymuj  which  he  sang  in  a  plaintive  manner,  while  all  voicea 
joined  in  the  chorus  with  a  richness  of  melody  seldom  equalled : 

"  Oh  1  I  wmt  to  did|  md  go  hom^  to  He&YQii  in  th«  moniiiig.'' 

Aft;er  the  hymn  they  all  kneeled'  upon  the  floor,  and  the  leader  prayed 
in  fervid  strains  which  awoke  the  most  enthusiastic  responses.  After  the 
prayer  was  over.  Dr.  Marks  inquired  of  the  lead^*  why  they  were  in 
prison.  He  said  that  they  had  been  charged  with  shooting  our  pickets^ 
but  that  they  were  not  guilty.  It  wa^  ascertained  upon  inquiry  that  some 
of  our  men  had  been  shot ;  that  these  poor  and  childlike  slaves  had  been 
advised  in  a  kindly  spirit,  by  some  of  our  men,  to  go  into  the  battle-field 
and  pick  up  some  of  the  shovels,  blankets,  and  overcoats  whieh  were  strewed 
over  the  ground.  The  negroes  went  into  the  field,  and  without  knowing 
how  either  to  load  or  to  discharge  a  gun,  were  accused  by  some  malicious 
persons  of  having  shot  our  soldiers.    Hence  they  were  thrown  into  jail,  and 
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the  poor  creatures  supposed  that  they  were  soon  to  be  led  forth  to  be  shot 
or  hung.  Dr.  Marks  assured  them  that  if  they  were  innocent  they  had 
nothing  to  fear,  but  added — 

^'  Is  it  possible  that  you  can  have  been  guilty  of  such  a  crime  as  shoot- 
ing our  men,  who  have  never  done  you  any  harm,  and  who  are  your 
ftiendsT 

"No,  no,  no,  massa,"  they  replied;  "we  no  tell  which  end  ob  de 
gnn  bullet  go  out.  No  shoot  a  thing  as  big  as  massa's  big  bam.  Massa 
neber  aUow  shoot  gun  or  carry  knife,  'cept  one  broken  blade.  No, 
massa,  de  oberseers,  dey  kill  your  men;  dey  lie  in  bush  to  shoot  def 
soldier." 

Dr.  Marks  again  assured  thenci  that  if  they  were  innocent  they  would 
soon  be  acquitted  and  sent  back  to  their  homes.  They  smiled  for  a  mo- 
ment, but  soon  their  anxiety  returned^  Baying,  "  dat  white  man  bery  un- 
certaia."  Again  they  resumed  their  hymns  and  prayers,  that  they  might 
be  ready  for  death.  What  their  fate  was  we  are  not  informed,  but  doubt- 
less they  were  acquitted. 

The  dead  having  been  buried,  the  wounded  provided  for,  and  the  army 
trains  being  all  in  readiness,  again  the  mighty  host  resumed  its  march. 
The  weather  for  a  few  days  became  perfect.  The  water  rapidly  evapo- 
rated from  the  ground,  under  the  influence  of  a  benign  sun  and  a  fresh 
breeze,  and  the  roads  became  dry  and  firm.  The  distance  from  Williams- 
burg to  the  final  encampment  on  the  Chickahominy  was  about  forty  miles. 
It  took  the  army  two  weeks  to  traverse  that  space,  while  there  was  scarcely 
a  shadow  of  opposition  encountered  by  the  way. 

The  Prince  de  JoinviUe,  speaking  of  this  unaccountably  slow  march, 
says: — 

"  The  army  would  get  into  motion,  mingled  in  masses  with  its  immense 
team  of  wagons.  About  one-fourth  of  each  regiment  was  occupied  in 
escorting  the  materiel  of  the  corps,  piled  up  provisions,  ammunition,  tents, 
and  furniture  on  wagons,  at  the  rate  of  ten  to  a  battalion.  But  for  the 
absence  of  women,  we  might  have  been  taken  for  an  armed  emigration 
rather  than  for  soldiers  on  the  march.  8ix  miles  was  the  extreme  limit  pf 
our  day's  march." 

The  main  body  of  the  rebels  had  retreated  along  the  centre  of  the  Pen- 
insula, while  a  part  of  their  army  had  followed  the  banks  of  the  York 
Eiver,  accompanied  and  aided  by  a  small  fleet  of  transports.  West  Point 
is  an  insignificant  hamlet  at  the  head  of  York  River,  where  that  stream  is 
formed  by  the  confluence  of  the  Mattapony  and  the  Pamunkey.  General 
Franklin,  immediately  after  the  battle  of  Williamsburg,  had  been  sent 
with  a  splendid  division  of  the  grand  army,  in  transports,  up  the  York 
Kiver  to  West  Point.  It  was  hoped  that  he  would  be  able  there  to  cut 
off  the  retreat  of  the  rebels.  The  division,  of  about  twenty  thousand  men, 
wrived  at  its  landing-place  on  the  afternoon  of  Tuesday,  the  6th,  the  day 
after  the  battle  of  Williamsburg. 

The  troops  were  promptly  disembarked  on  a  large  open  field  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  Mattapony,  and  between  that  stream  and  the  Pamunkey. 
hX  this  spot  there  was  a  beautiful  plantation,  nearly  a  mile  square,  and 
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almost  as  level  as  a  floor.  West  Point  was  on  the  other  side  of  the  stream ; 
but  as  the  rebels  were  in  that  vicinity,  and  had  destroyed  all  the  bridges, 
and  as  we  had  perfect  command  of  the  river  through  our  transports  and 
gunboats,  it  was  deemed  best  to  land  the  army  on  the  southern  shore. 
West  Point  was  connected  with  Richmond  by  a  railroad,  which  ran  along 
the  northern  banks  of  the  Pamunkey,  and  crossed  the  stream  about  four- 
teen miles  from  its  mouth,  at  a  place  called  White  House.  There  was  on 
the  plantatiom  a  fine  mansion,  with  numerous  bams,  negro  huts,  and  other 
out-buildings.  This  beautiful  plain  was  surrounded  on  three  sides  by 
dense  woods,  the  fourth  side  resting  on  the  river. 

Immediately  upon  the  landing  of  the  troops,  the  gunboats  took  posses- 
sion of  West  Point,  and  the  Stars  and  Stripes  were  unfurled  over  the  de- 
serted buildings.  Not  a  single  white  man  was  left  in  the  place.  Pickets 
were  stationed  in  the  edge  of  the  surrounding  woods,  and  the  white  tents 
of  the  soldiers  were  spread  over  the  plain.  As'  yet,  there  were  no  signs 
whatever  of  the  presence  of  any  enemy.  A  few  light-draught  gunboats 
were  sent  on  a  reconnoissance  up  both  the  Pamunkey  and  the  Mattapony, 
and  though  they  shelled  the  banks  on  both  sides  of  the  stream,  they  could 
find  no  traces  of  the  foa  During  the  night,  however,  one  of  our  advance 
vedettes,  stationed  in  the  woods,  was  shot  by  some  of  the  rebel  pickets  who 
were  lurking  in  ambush. 

Early  in  the  morning  the  gunboats  discovered,  a  few  miles  up  the 
Pamimkey,  several  regiments  of  the  rebels,  and  promptly  dispersed  them 
by  a  few  shells.  In  the  mean  time  General  Slocum  and  General  Dana, 
with  great  energy,  pushed  forward  the  disembarkation  of  the  troops,  with 
the  guns  and  the  horses.  The  appearance  of  rebel  scouts  here  and  there, 
indicated  that  there  was  a  pretty  large  rebel  force  concealed  in  the  vicinity. 
Accordingly  five  regiments,  the  Sixteenth,  Thirty-first,  and  Thirty-second 
New  York,  and  the  Ninety-fifth  and  Ninety-sixth  Pennsylvania,  were 
pushed  forward  into  the  woods.  Suddenly  they  were  assailed  by  a  volley 
of  musketry  from  a  numerous  body  of  rebels,  hidden,  Indian  fashion,  in 
the  dense  underbrush.  The  volley  was  promptly  returned  by  the  patriots, 
when  the  rebels  sprang  to  their  feet  and  fled,  almost  instantly  disappearing 
in  the  depths  of  the  forest. 

The  National  troops  were  soon  widely  scattered  in  the  pursuit.  Parties 
of  the  foe  were  encountered  here  and  there,  and  a  desultory  battle  ensued 
from  behind  stmnps  and  trees,  the  forest  echoing  for  miles  with  the  inces- 
sant report  of  the  rifle.  For  three  hours  this  singular  battle  raged,  without 
any  very  serious  loss  on  either  side,  though  some  scores  of  men,  in  all,  were 
killed  or  wounded.  At  length  it  became  evident  that  the  enemy  were  in- 
creasing in  number.  Behind  every  tree  there  was  a  concealed  rebel  marks- 
man. The  National  troops,  who  had  been  lured  on  thus  far,  in  straggling 
order,  found  that  they  were  being  quite  outnumbered.  The  infantry  were 
accordingly  directed  to  fall  back«  and  three  batteries  of  artillery  were 
brought  forward. 

These  batteries — ^Porter's  First  Massachusetts,  Piatt's  United  States, 
and  Hexamer's  New  Jersey — were  admirably  manned,  and  sent  their  shells 
shriekiAg  into  the  forest  at  the  rate  of  ten  a  minute.    They  were  supported 
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by  the  Eighteenth  and  Twentieth  Massachusetts  and  the  Sixteenth  New 
York  B^ments  of  infantry.  The  rebels  could  not  stand  this  deadly  fire, 
and  fled  precipitately.  In  their  flight  they  took  a  direction  toward  the 
river.  There  the  gunboats  opened  upon  them,  when  they  again  turned 
and  were  soon  out  of  sight. 

For  a  moment  the  rebels  made  an  attempt  to  bring  one  of  their  bat- 
teries into  position ;  but  the  First  New  Jersey  Regiment  charged  upon 
them  at  the  double-quick,  with  a  cheer  which  made  the  forest  ring,  and 
the  foe,  desperate  men  as  they  were,  were  compelled  to  retire.  Our  ex- 
ultant troops  plunged  after  them.  Conspicuous  in  the  pursuit  was  the 
Fifth  B^ment  of  Maine  boys.  These  hardy  young  men,  in  the  brilliant 
daring  with  which  they  chased  the  foe,  won  the  admiration  of  the  whole 
army.  The  gunboats  continued,  while  slowly  ascending  the  river,  to  throw 
their  shells  into  the  forest,  wherever  an  enemy  might  be  concealed.  Our 
loss  in  this  conflict  was  ten  killed  and  forty-nine  wounded.  That  of  the 
enemy  is  not  known. 

Though  the  patriots  were  left  undisputed  victors  in  possession  of  tbe 
field,  General  Franklin  adopted  vigorous  preoautions  to  prevent  surprise 
daring  the  night,  as  it  was  known  that  the  enemy,  in  overwhelming  num- 
bers, could  not  be  far  distant.  The  battery  hors^  were  kept  in  harness, 
and  the  men  were  all  ready,  for  instant  simimons  to  the  ranks.  But  the 
enemy  had  been  too  severely  punished  to  attempt  to  strike  another  blow. 
Availing  themselves  of  the  darkness,  before  the  dawn  they  had  put  a  safe 
distance  between  themselves  and  Franklin's  division. 

During  this  singular  forest  conflict  there  were  many  scenes  of  wild  ad- 
venture and  of  hair-breadth  escape,  which  would  embellish  the  pages  of 
the  most  romantic  tales  of  chivalry.  In  the  ardor  and  recklessness  of  the 
pursuit.  Captain  Montgomery,  of  General  Newton's  staff*,  and  Lieutenant 
Baker,  of  General  Franklin's  staff*,  ventured  too  far  into  the  woods.  It 
was  about  one  o'clock  at  noon.  They  were  both  on  horseback.  Hearing 
some  voices  proceeding  from  a  jungle  of  very  dense  underbrush,  and 
knowing  that  the  National  troops  were  in  that  direction,  they  sup- 
posed that  one  of  our  regiments  was  there.  They  rode  directly  into  the 
thicket  and  found  a  mass  of  men,  clustered  like  bees  behind  trees,  bushes, 
stumps,  and  stones.  In  the  confusion  of  the  scene,  they  were  not  at  first 
particularly  noticed,  there  being  nothing  in  their  drees  or  appearance  to 
distinguish  them. 

But  they  instantly  saw,  to  their  dismay,  that  they  were  in  the  midst  of 
the  Hampton  Legion,  from  South  Carolina.  Instinctively  conscious  that 
nothing  but  the  most  imperturbable  coolness  and  audacity  could  save 
them.  Captain  Montgomery,  assuming  the  most  familiar  air,  shouted  out, 
"Now,  boys,  the  General  expects  you  all  to  do  your  duty  to-day."  He 
was  just  turning  his  horse  slowly,  to  lull  suspicion,  congratulating  himself 
upon  bis  probably  successful  escape,  when  some  one,  seeing  U.  S.  upon  his 
cap,  cried  out,  with  an  oath,  that  he  was  a  Yankee.  Both  of  the  patriot 
officers  plunged  their  spurs  into  their  horses,  while,  at  the  same  moment, 
a  score  of  musket-balls  whistled  around  them.  Lieutenant  Baker  almost 
miraculouBly  escaped  unharmed.    Half  a  dozen  bullets  pierced  the  horso 
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of  Oaptain  Montgomery,  and  the  steed  fell  dead  to  the  ground.  Fortu- 
nately, the  rider  was  uninjured,  yet,  conscious  of  the  barbarism  of  t^ie  foe, 
he  feigned  death. 

The  ruffians  gathered  around  him  with  imprecations.  He  remained 
for  several  minutes  as  motionless  as  a  corpse,  with  his  head  half  buried  in 
a  ditch.  The  rebels,  in  the  mewi  time,  rifled  his  pockets  and  plundered 
his  clothing,  and  Jionored  him  with  sundry  epithets  which  were  any  thing 
but  complLmentary — ^in  palpable  violation  of  the  time-honored  maxim, 
NU  de  7nortui8  nisi  honum^  Speak  nothing  but  good  of  the  dead.  In  the 
midst  of  this  scene  the  captain,  feigning  the  gradual  return  to  conscious- 
ness, slowly  rose  to  his  feet,  exclaiming,  "  I  surrender  myself  a  prisoner  of 
war."  Even  these  half-civilized  men — for  the  majority  of  the  whites  at 
the  South,  "  mean  whites,"  are  not  more  than  half  civilized — ^hesitated  U 
kill  a  defenceless  man  in  cold  blood.  Though  they  heaped  upon  him  un- 
measured abusQ,  and  several  demanded  that  he  should  be  shot,  they  did 
not  proceed  to  actual  violence.  As  they  were  assailing  him  with  curses 
and  threatenings.  Captain  Montgomery  said  calmly — 

"  I  have  surrendered  as  a  prisoner\)f  war.  I  demand  to  be  treated  as 
such.  At  the  North  we  treat  dogs  better  than  you  treat  men.  Now  lead 
me  to  your  commanding  officer." 

A  large  group  of  rebel  soldiers  was  by  this  time  collected,  and  new 
volleys  of  abuse  were  bursting  from  their  lips,  when  a  shell  from  one  of  our 
gunboats  dropped  in  the  midst  of  them,  and  exploded.  A  fragment  of  the 
shell  grazed  the  nose  of  Captain  Montgomery,  taking  off  the  skin.  The 
group  was  instantly  scattered,  the  rebels  rushing  in  one  direction,  the 
heroic  Yankee  in  another.  He  soon  reached  his  friends,  mounted  another 
horse,  and  reported  himself  as  ready  for  duty. 

The  following  extracts  from  a  letter  by  a  young  lady,  a  niece  of  Jeffer- 
son Davis,  and  who  was  residing  in  his  family,  shows  the  panic  then  exist- 
ing in  Bichmond.  The  authenticity  of  this  letter  has  never  been  called 
in  question. 

"  When  I  think  of  the  dark  gloom  which  now  hovers  over  our  country, 
I  am  ready  to  sink  in  despair.  General  Johnston  is  falling  b&ck  from  the 
Peninsula,  or  Torktown,  and  Uncle  Jeff,  thinks  we  Kad  better  go  to  a 
safer  place  than  Richmond.  We  have  not  decided  yet  where  we  shall  go, 
but  I  think  to  North  Carolina,  to  some  far-off  country  town,  or  perhaps  to 
South  Carolina.  If  Johnston  falls  back  as  far  as  Eichmond,  all  our  troops 
will  also  fall  back  to  this  place,  and  make  one  desperate  stand  against 
General  McClellan.  O  God  1  defend  this  people  with  thy  powerful  arm, 
is  my  constant  prayer.  O  mother  1  Uncle  Jeff,  is  miserable.  He  tries 
to  be  cheerftd,  and  bear  up  against  such  a  continuation  of  troubles,  but  oh  1 
I  fear  that  he  cannot  live  long  if  he  does  not  get  some  rest  and  quiet. 
Our  reverses  distress  him  so  much,  and  he  is  so  weak  and  feeble,  it 
makes  my  heart  ache  to  look  at  him.  He  knows  that  he  ought  to  send 
his  wife  and  children  away,  and  yet  he  cannot  bear  to  part  with  them,  and 
we  all  dread  to  part  with  him,  too.  Varina  and  I  had  a  hard  cry  about  it 
to-day.  Oh,  what  a  blow  the  fall  of  New  Orleans  was  1  It  liked  to  have 
set  us  all  crazy  here.    Everybody  look^  depressed,  and  the  cause  of  the 
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Confederacy  looks  drooping  and  sinking ;  but  if  God  is  with  us,  who  can 
be  against  us  ? 

"  P.  S.  We  all  leave  here,  to-morrow  morning,  for  Kaleigh.  Three  gun- 
boats are  in  James  River,  on  their  way  to  the  city,  and  may,  probably, 
reach  here  in  a  few  hours ;  so  we  have  no  longer  any  time  to  delay.  I 
only  hope  that  we  have  not  delayed  too  long  already.  I  am  afitdd  that 
Richmond  will  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  as  there  is  no  way  to  keep 
back  the  gunboats.  James  River  is  so  high  that  all  obstructions  are  in 
danger  of  being  washed  away ;  so  there  is  no  help  for  the  city.'' 


CHAPTER    V. 

TAB    ADVANCE    TO     THE    CHICK  AIIOM  iNT.    . 

(From  JUj  9lh  to  Jan«  Itt,  1642.) 

8cEXB  AT  Wbbt  Point. — M.\.boh  on  the  Pahunkst. — Aspect  op  tub  Country. — ScRUPULore 
Rboard  roR  Private  Property. — Arrival  at  the  White  House. — Retreat  and  Concen- 
tration op  the  Rebels. — Exposure  op  Washington. — Capture  of  Norfolk. — Destruction 

OP  THE  HSRRDfAO. — ENCAMPMENT  ON  THE  ChICEAHOMINT. 

Ox  Friday,  the  9th  of  May,  1862,  five  days  after  the  battle  of  Wil- 
liamsburg,  General  McClellan's  army  arrived  at  West  Point,  and  effected 
a  junction  with  Franklin's  division.  The  distance  traversed  was  about 
twenty  miles.  The  picturesque  and  animated  spectacle  presented  at  this 
point  cannot  be  described  or  imagined.  The  placid  waters  of  the  York 
Eiver,  expanding  into  a  wide  bay  where  the  floods  of  the  Mattapony  and 
the  Pamunkey  meet,  exhibited  a  forest  of  transport  ships,  most  of  them 
steamers,  with  their  trailing  banners  of  black  gmoke.  They  were  inces- 
santly coming  and  goiilg,  ajid  moving  in  all  directions.  '\YTiarves  were 
improvised.  Thousands  of  adtive  men,  with  songs  aud  laughter,  were, 
disembarking  theirs  stores.  The  ring  of  the  •woodman's  axe  was  hearr! 
everywhere  in  the  forest,  as  trees  were'  felled,  and  roads  were  constructed, 
for  the  passage  of  thousands  of  teams  from  the  banks  to  the  encampment. 
A  canvad  city  for  a  hundred 'thousand  inhabitantB  rose  as'bv  magic. 
Squadrons  of  liorsemen  swept  the  plain.  Wagons  and  artillery  .trains 
.were  too  numerous  to  *be  counted.  Polished  armor  gleamed  in  the  rays 
of  the  setting  sun,  and  silken  banners  waved  in  the  evening  breeze, 
while  exultant  music  filled  the  air 'from  scores  of  miUtarv  bands. 

Slowly  and  cautiously  the  army  continued  its  march  along  the  south 
banks  of  the  Pamunkey,  accompanied  by  the  immense  flotilla  of  gunboats 
and  barges,  with  all  needful  stores.  Probably,  never  before,  in  the  history 
of  the  world,  was  an  army  so  liberally  supplied.  About  twelve  miles  from 
West  Point,  at  a  place  called  White  House,  the  railroad  from.  West  Point 
to  Richmond  crossed  the  Pamunkey.  It  was  consequently  intended  to 
make  White  House  the  base  of  future  operations,  and  the  station  for  our 
military  supplies.  The  march  over  these  twelve  miles,  with  all  our  baggage 
transported  by  water,  and  during  which  we  encountered  no  enemy  and 
no  obstacle,  occupied  seven  days — ^from  the  9th  to  the  16th  of  May. 

The  Pamunkey  is  here  a  fine  stream,  winding  through  a  splendid 
country,  then  fragrant  with  the  bloom  of  flowers  and  arrayed  in  the 
luxuriant  beauty  of  early  spring.  Green  meadows  were  fiinged  by  wooded 
hills,  and  the  whole  landscape  presented  an  aspect  of  picturesque  beamy 
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which  charmed  all  eyes.  Magnolias,  jessamines,  and  blue  lupines  bloomed 
in  provision,  while  birds  of  every  variety  of  song  and  plumage  sported 
among  the  branches  of  the  trees.  As  the  troops  sauntered  gayly  along, 
they  occasionally  passed  a  fine  old  mansion,  European  in  its  antique  style 
of  architecture,  surrounded  by  its  spacious  garden  and  cultivated  fields. 
These  fields  had  been  tilled  for  generations  by  negro  laborers,  whose 
wretched,  windowless  cabins  were  clustered  in  the  rear.  The  aristocratic 
master  was  invariably  in  the  rebel  army.  If  not  voluntarily,  he  was  there 
by  the  force  of  a  relentless  conscription.  * 

Occasionally  a  gray-headed  old  man,  surrounded  by  a  group  of  females, 
appeared  upon  the  verandah  which  is  invariably  attached  to  a  Virginia 
mansion.  By  waving  *a  white  flag  he  supplicated  protection.  Oroups  of 
n^roes  gazed  with  astonishment  and  with  scarcely  repressed  delight  upon 
the  brilliant  pageant,  which  they  all  instinctively  associated  with  their 
coming  deliverance.  Whenever  a  National  oflScer  approached  the  door 
of  one  of  these  mansions,  he  was  received  with  civility.  The  most  intense 
eagerness  was  manifested  for  news,  as  these  victims  of  rebellion  were  shut 
out  by  the  censorship  of  the  rebel  press  from  all  knowledge,  except  that 
which  the  conspirators  were  willing  to  impart.  Frequently  all  the  whites 
had  fled,  and  the  negroes  only  were  left  behind. 

The  gunboats,  steaming  up  the  Pamunkey,  kept  a  little  in  advance  of 
the  main  body  of  the  army,  shelling  any  suspicious  point.  On  the  shore 
the  engineers,  'with  an  escort. of  cavalry,  led  the  advance,  reconnoitring 
and  preparing  maps  and  charts.  The  army,  with  its  yast  train  of  wag9ns, 
foflowed.  *  '      • 

The  troops  marched  by  brigades.  Each  brigade  was  followed  by  its 
baggage- wagons.  Each  wagon  was  drawn  usually  by  six  horses  or  mules. 
Thus  the  army  stretched  back  to  an  almost  measureless  distance,  exposed 
to  sudden  raids  upon  any  j^rtion  of  the  line  by  an  adventurous  foe. 
The  conimon  soldiers^  however,  reposed  tobounded  confidence  in  their 
young'  Cominander-in- Chief  Though  tiieir  prc^ess  was  very  slow,  sjx 
miles  being  th^extremie  limit*  of  any  day's  march,  with  buoyant  spirits  and' 
abnndantiy  fed,  they  trudged  merrily  on,  anticipating  no  disaster.  Soon 
the  effects  of  the  unhealthy  climate  b^an  to  be  seriously  felt,  and  thousands 
were  prostrate  with  fever.  They  were  immediately  removed  to  comfortable 
hospitals  on  board  the  transports.  At  the  close  of  each  day  the  encamp- 
ment of  white  tents  rose  like  a  fairy  vision  on  the  green  meadows.  The 
head-quarters  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  occupied  some  central  position, 

*  "  The  style  of  living  of  Virginians  differed,  as  they  were  divided  into  the  higher  and  lower 
dasses.  The  latter  were  the  *  mean  whites,'  who  owned  no  slaves,  and  generally  less  than  half 
a  dozen  acres  of  land.  The  log  huts  of  this  lower  class  are  so  poor,  and  so  imusual  at  the  North, 
that  a  just  description  will  scarcely  be  believed.  They  were  set  about  the  country  without  refer- 
ence either  to  beauty  or  convenience.  They  are  built  of  round  hewn  timber,  joined  at  the  cor- 
ners, with  the  chinks  filled  in  with  mortar  or  day.  Never  more  than  one  story  high,  that  one  is 
■o  low  that  a  tall  man  has  to  stoop  on  entering  the  door.  Some  logs  thrown  across  above,  form 
the  ceiling  of  the  room  and  the  floor  of  the  loft,  and  a  ladder  of  the  rudest  description,  leading 
through  a  hatch,  is  the  grand  staircase.  These  huts  have  usually  one  room;  a  two-roomed  hut  i» 
a  rarity.  Sometimes  tlie  ground  is  the  floor,  the  poverty  of  the  owner  preventing  tlie  purchase 
of  floor-boards.  A  large  fireplace,  budt  also  of  legs,  and  a  log  chimney,  finish  the  building." — SUg$ 
•sf  Richmond,  by  Jud  Parker,  p.  165. 
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fitUTounded  by  the  spacious  tents  of  his  brilliant  staff.  The  tel^raph  wires 
followed  the  advance  of  the  armj^  that  information  might  be  instantly  com- 
monicated  to  the  rear,  and  thence  to  Washington. 

On  the  16th  the  army  reached  White  flonse.  The  respectable  mansion 
which  gives  its  name  to  the  place  was  owned  by  Generid  Lee,  one  of  the 
chief  officers  of  the  rebel  army.  General  McClellan,  with  his  ch&Tacteristic 
respect  for  the  rights  of  private  property,  immedia^ly  stationed  a  guard 
around  this  mansion,  it  is  said,  not  even  allowing  the  men  to  draw  water 
from  its  cool  crystal  well.  As  the  water  of  that  swampy  r^Ion  was  pro- 
verbially bad,  tUs  was  felt  to  be  quite  a  hardship.  Even  General  McClellan 
himself  would  not  take  the  liberty  to  appropriate  this  commodious  dwelling 
to  his  own  use,  but  pitched  his  i»nt  Lx  a  neighboring  field.  Many  com- 
plained bitterly  that  the  sick  and  the  wounded  were  not  permitted  to 
enjoy  the  comforts  of  this  home  of  a  rebel,  who  was  leading  those  forces 
which  were  throwing  death  into  the  patriot  ranks.  Speaking  upon  this 
subject  the  Prince  de  JoinviUe  says : 

^'  This  respect  for  Southern  property  haA  been  made  a  reproach  to  the 
General  in  Congress.  The  opinion  of  the  army  did  not  take  this  direction. 
It  indorsed  the  delicate  feelings  of  its  leader.  It  was  pushed  so  far  that 
when  a  servant  found,  in  an  abandoned  house,  a  basket  of  champagne, 
the  General  sent  it  back  conspicuously  the  next  day  by  an  aide-de-camp. 
We  may  smile  at  this  puritanical  austerity,  to  which  we  are  not  accustomed 
in  Europe.    For  my  part,  I  admit  that  I  admired  it.** 

.  Such  were  the  <two  sides  to  the  question.  It  tday  safely  be  said 
that  those  sinking  and  dying,  exposed  to  the  hardships  of  the  camp,  did 
not  fflnile  in  being  excluded  fr9m  th^se  ceiled  chambers,  and  in  being 
deprived  o£  those  delicacies  which  no  money  could  purchase  from  the 
tebels. 

The  Pamunkey  is  navigable  as  far  as  White  House.    Consequently  we 
enjoyed  two  important  lines  of  transportation — ^the-river'and  the  railroad — 
from  West  Point  to  this  spot    The  railroad,  passing  over .  a  plain  with 
neither  viaducts  nor  embanl^ments,  had  not  been  injured  by  the  rebels. 
They  had,  however,  destroyed  the  bridge  across  the  Pamimkey  at  White 
House.     Though  all  the  rolling  stock  had  been  run  off,  the  National  army 
had  locomotives  and  cars  on  board  its  transports,  and  trains  were  soon 
passing.     General  McClellan,  instead  of  rushing  on  towards  Eichmoad, 
but  about  twenty-four  miles  distant,  with  characteristic  caution  encamped 
his  army  on  a  spacious  plain  at  Cumberland,  about  three  miles  belo^v- 
White  House.    The  afternoon  and  evening  of  the  16th  were  spent  in 
prtching  their  tento  and  arranging  their  camp.    The  whole  army  of  one 
hundred  thousand  men,  with  all  its  array  of  horses,  wagons,  and  artillery- 
trains,  were  spread  out  upon  that  plain  within  a  circuit  of  four  miles.     -A.t 
the  southeast  there  was  an  eminence  commanding  a  view  of  the  whole  en- 
cam|»nent.     From  that  hill  many  sketches  were  taken,  but  none  of  them 
can  convey  an  adequate  impression  of  the  grandeur  of  the  scene.     On  the 
north  was  the  river.    The  other  three  sides  were  surrounded  with  a  fringe 
of  forest.    Thus  the  whole  grand  army  was  brought  together  in  one  maea, 
the  maj^ifioent  marquees  of  the  officers,  and  the  more  humble  caav^ap 
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hotiBCB  of  the  BoIdierB,  occupying  a  space  of  about  eighteen  square  milea. 
Buch  a  scene  was  never  witnessed  before  upon  this  continent. 

While  our  army  had  been  thus  slowly  adrancing,  the  great  body  of  the 
rebel  army  had  fallen  back  undisturbed  upon  their  intrenchments  sur- 
rounding Richmond.  Here  they  were  concentrating  a  majestic  force  for 
a  desperate  resistance.  For  this  purpose  all  minor  objects  were  wisely 
abandoned.  A  levy  en  masse  of  all  men  capable  of  bearing  arms  was  or- 
dered by  the  leaders  of  the  wjbels.  These  recruits  were  rapidly  drilled^  in 
camps'  of  ^nstruttion,  sand  then  incorporated  in  the  old  regiments.  Thus 
every  hour  added  to  ,the  &yrc0  and  efficiency ^pf  the  enemy ;  while  the  Na- 
.tional  troops,  £rom  sickness,  and  the  •  necessary  detachments  of  garrisons 
to  guard  important  jwints,  were  continually  losing.  Thoughtful  officers  in 
the  army,  and  fonsiderrfte  men  aU  over  the  country,  began  to  J)e  very  ani- 
ions.  It  was  manifest  to  the  most  ordinary  intelligence  that  unless  a 
blow  were  speedily  Btruck,  iiqpregnable  defences  would  fitwn  np6n  m 
It  was  apprehended  that  we  should  soon  be  the  assailed  instead  of  the  as- 
sailants, and  that  from  behind  the  rebel  redoubts  an  overpovering  army 
would  be  hurled  against  our  lines.  Cavalry  reconnoissances  showed  that 
the  whole  rebel  force  had  passed  the  Chickahominy,  and  were  awaiting 
our  approach  behind  the  intrenchments  of  Richmond. 

A  fortnight  had  been  occupied  in  the  march  from.  Williamsburg  to 
White  House.  General  McClellan  saw  very  clearly  the  perils  which  were 
b^iniiing  to  thicken  around  him.  As  his  constitutional  caution  would 
not  permit  him  to  risk  a  sudden  and  impetuous  assault,  he  continued  to 
send  imploring  cries  to  Washington  for  reenforcements.  He  entreated 
that  General  McDowell,  who  was  then  at  Fredericksburg,  sixty  miles  north 
of  Richmond,  might  inmiediately  be  sent  to  him,  and  by  water  instead  of 
by  land.  Notwithstanding  the  peril  to  which  Washington  would  be  ex- 
posed by  the  withdrawal  of  these  troo^,  its  only  defenders,  the  President, 
at  the  time,  seemed  disposed  to  yield  to  the  entreaty.  He  wrote  on  the 
31st  of  May,  closing  his  letter  with  the  following  words : — 

"  General  McDowell  can  reach  you  by  land  sooner  than  he  could  get 
aboard  of  boats,  if  the  boats  were  ready  at  Fredericksburg,  unless  his  march 
ahall  be  resisted,  in  which  case  the  force  resisting  him  will  not  be  confront- 
ing you  at  Richmond.  By  land  he  will  reach  you  in  five  days  after  start- 
ing, whereas,  by  water,  he  would  not  reach  you  in  two  weeks,  judging  by 
past  experience.  Franklin's  single  division  did  not  reach  you  in  ten  days 
after  I  ordered  it." 

On  the  25th  of  th€t  month  General  McDowell  was  on  the  eve  of  leaving 
Fredericksbui^  to  join  General  McClellan,  when  General  "  Stonewall  '* 
Jackson  commenced  an  expedition  down  the  VaUey  of  the  Shenandoah, 
menacing  Washington.  It  consequently  became  necessary  immediately  to 
dispatch  General  McDowell,  with  General  Fremont,  from  Western  Virginia, 
to  aid  General  Banks,  who,  with  a  very  feeble  force  in  the  Valley  of  the 
Shenandoah,  was  exposed  to  annihilation  from  the  overwhelming  rush  of 
his  foes.  The  President  immediately  wrote  to  General  McClellan  stai 
the  posture  of  affairs,  and  closed  by  saying : — 

"  Jf  McDowell's  force  was  now  beyond  our  reach  we  should 
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hopeless.  Apprehension  of  something  like  this,  and  no  nnwillingnees  to 
sustain  you,  has  always  been  my  reason  for  withholding  McDowelPs  force 
from  you.  Please  understand  this,  and  do  the  best  you  can  with  the  forces 
you  now  have." 

Affairs  being  in  this  posture,  it  was  manifestly  impossible  to  spare  a 
single  man  of  those  confessedly  too  few  who  had  been  left  for  the  defence 
of  Washington.  The  rebels  would  gladly  allow  our  troops  to  march  into 
Eichmopd,  if,  in, exchange,  they  could  take  possession  of  the  Capital  of  the 
United  States.  President  Lincoln^  feeling  very  anxioud  in  view  of  the 
military  prospects  on  the  Peninsula,  went  down  the.  Potomac  to  Fortreas 
Monroe,  accompanied  by  Secretaries  Stanton  and  Chase.  He  found  tliat 
General  Wool,  who  was  in  command  there,  had  for  some  months  been 
impressed  with  the  conviction  that  Norfolk  could  Easily  be  taken,  and  that 
an  expedition  ought  without  delay  to  be  sent  against  it.  It  had  been 
ascertained  on  Thursday,  May  8th,  that  the  rebels  were  evacuating  Norfolk, 
that  they  might  hasten  to  the  defence  of  Eichmond,  and  that  only  a  gar^ 
rison  of  about  three  thousand  men  was  left  in  the  intrenchments.  A  pil(»t 
gave  information  that  a  landing  could  be  effected  about  a  mile  below  the 
Rip  Baps,  near  Willoughby  Point,  from  which  place  there  was  a  good  road 
to  Ngrfolk.  General  Wool,  with  Secretary  Chase  and  Colonel  Cram,  of 
the  Engineers,  crossed  over  to  this  shore,  landed,  and  satisfied  themselves 
that  troops  could  easily  be  disembarked  there.  Their  report  satisfied  the 
President  and  Secretary  Stanton. 

A  half-dozen  transports  were  speedily  crowded  with  troops,  and  on 
Friday  evening,  May  9th,  were  started  for  the  landing-place.  It  was  a 
short  passage.  In  the  early  dawn  of  the  morning,  the  steamers  were  put- 
ting the  men  on  shore  by  a  bridge  of  boats.  President  Lincoln  accompanied 
the  expedition  tlius  far,  and  it  is  said  he  was  the  first  to  land.  The  infantry 
were  disembarked  in  the  advance,  and,  without  the  loss  of  a  moment  of 
time,  pressed  forward  on  their  march.  It  was  a  tedious  tramp  of  eighteen 
miles  to  Norfolk,  over  burning  sands,  beneath  a  blazing  sun.  The  troops, 
meeting  with  scarcely  any  opposition,  at  five  o'clock  reached  an  intrenched 
camp  of  the  rebels,  two  miles  outside  of  Norfolk.  There  were,  however, 
no  troops  there.  Marching  rapidly  through  the  abandoned  works,  they 
approached  the  town. 

Here  they  were  met  by  the  Mayor,  under  a  flag  of  truce,  and  the  city  was 
surrendered  to  General  Wool.  After  a  brief  interview  at  the  roadside, 
General  Wool  and  Secretary  Chase  drove  into  the  city  with  the  Mayor,  in 
his  carriage,  followed  by  the  General's  body-^uard  aijd  the  National  troops. 
Thus  ended  this  important  day's  work.  At  four  o'clock  in  the  aft;emoon  of 
Friday,  General  Wool  left  Fortress  Monroe,  steamed  down  the  bay  to  Wil- 
loughby Point,  disembarked  his  troops,  and  marched  eighteen  miles ;  took 
Norfolk,  returned  to  Fortress  Monroe,  and  was  in  his  own  bed  before 
midnight  on  Saturday.  It  was  a  brilliant  moonlight  night  as  the  squadron 
steamed  down  the  magnificent  bay,  and  the  scene  is  represented  as  won- 
derftdly  beautiful  and  imposing*  The  whole  expedition  consisted  of  six 
regiments  of  infantry,  one  battalion  of  mounted  rifles,  and  one  company  of 
regular  artillery-— in  all,  less  than  six  thousand  men. 
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Ab  soon  as  the  rebels  in  Portsmouth,  on  the  opposite  side  of  Elizabeth 
River  from  Norfolk,  ascertained  that  the  National  troops  were  advancing 
in  force  which  could  not  be  resisted,  incendiaries,  torch  in  hand,  proceeded 
to  set  fire  to  all  public  and  private  property  which  could  be  of  any  avidl  to 
the  victors.  During  the  whole  of  Saturday  night  the  heavens  were  lighted 
up  with  the  glare  of  the  conflagration.  All  the  combustibles  in  the  Navy 
Yard  were  committed  to  the  flames.  The  dry  dock,  a  magnificent  work, 
built  at  aif  outlay  of  a  million  of  dollars,  was  mined,  and  as  far  as  poesil^le 
destroyed.  The  incendiaries  could  be  distinctly  seen  aoross  the  bay  and  at 
the  Navy  Tard,  with  flambeaux  of  pitch-pine,  gliding  about  like  so  many 
fiends  engaged  in  their  congenial  work  of  destruction.  The  immense 
volumes  of  flame  flashing  to  the  skies  reminded  one  of  the  description  of 
the  burning  of  Moscow,  and  presented  indeed  a  spectacle  of  terrific 
grandeur. 

The  evacuation  of  Norfolk  by  the  rebels  compelled  them  to  abandon 
the  batteries  at  Craney  Island  and  at  Sewall's  Point.  The  rebel  iron-clad 
steamer  the  Merrimac,  which  they  had  named  the  Virginia,  and  which,  for 
several  weeks  since  its  conflict  with  the  Monitor,  had  been  lurking  behind 
these  tremendous  batteries,  was  now  in  a  trap  from  which  she  could  not  es- 
cape. There  was  not  depth  of  waterfor  her  to  ascend  the  James  River  to  Rich- 
mond ;  she  must,  consequently ,  either  be  destroyed  or  captured.  It  would 
have  been  heroic  in  her  commander  to  have  plunged  into  the  midst  of  our 
wooden  fleet,  regardless  of  the  mailed  Monitor,  and  have  fought  to  the  last. 
But  Commodore  Tatnall  was  not  the  man  for  such  a  deed.  Treason  seldom 
inspires  true  heroism.  He  steamed  out  to  the  vicinity  of  Craney  Island, 
prepared  a  slow  match  to  communicate  to  the  magazine,  set  fire  to  the  train, 
and  hastened  on  shore  with  his  men.  The  ship  burned  fiercely  for  an  hour, 
when,  at  five  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  the  11th  of  May,  there  was 
a  terrific  explosion,  and,  as  the  smoke  disappeared,  not  even  a  fragment  of 
the  ship  could  be  seen.  Its  broken  iron  mass  was  in  the  bottom  of  the 
sea. 

The  destruction  of  the  Merrimac,  the  necessary  consequence  of  the 
capture  of  Norfolk,  opened  to  the  National  gunboats  and  transports  the  nav- 
igation of  the  James  River  almost  to  the  gates  of  Richmond.  General  Mc- 
Clellan's  troops,  while  on  the  march  from  West  Point  to  White  House,  heard 
the  tidings  of  the  events  we  have  above  described.  But  the  intelligence 
was  not  in  all  respects  gratifying.  The  rebels,  by  withdrawing  their  garrisons 
from  the  various  fortresses  around  Norfolk,  were  enabled  to  add  eighteen 
thousand  men  to  the  large  army  now  rallied  to  the  defence  of  Richmond. 
Our  three  iron-clads,  the  Monitor,  Naugatuck,  and  Galena,  which  had 
been  stationed  in  Hampton  Roads  to  watch  the  Merrimac,  immediately 
ran  up  the  James  River  to  within  seven  miles  of  the  city.  There  they 
encountered  batteries  and  obstructions  at  Fort  Darling,  which,  after  » 
severe  conflict,  it  was  found  impossible  to  pass.  They,  however,  swep* 
the  river  clear  of  all  the  batteries  below.  / 

As  we  have  mentioned,  fear  of  the  Merrimac  compelled jour  »^^ 
turn  from  the  direct  approach  to  Richmond  by  the  James  Eive^' 
take  the  circuitous  route  by  the  Tork  and  the  Pamunkey.     -^/^ 
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twenty-five  miles  would  have  taken  our  troops  across  the  Peninsula,  from 
the  Pamunkey  to  the  James,  where  they  could  avail  themselves  of  the 
most  efScient  co-operation  of  the  gunboats  in  aU  subsequent  movements. 
Such  a  movement  could  then  have  been  accomplished  by  a  vigorous 
march  of  two  days,  with  no  foes  to  oppose.  Those  who  were  carefully 
studying  the  progress  of  the  campaign,  supposed  that  this  change  of  basq 
would  immediately  be  made.  *But  that  dilatoriness,  which  had  thus  »far 
proved  the  great  vice  of  the  Army  of  .tha  Potomac,  continued  its  sway, 
and*  the  movement  was  not  attempted  until  it  became  an  absolute  ne- 
cessity, and  was  finally  acnieved  iji  the  midst  of  th^  most  awful  disaster* 
and  ruin. 

The  army  remained  three  days  at  Cumberland.  At  three  o'clock  on 
Monday  morning,  May  19th,  it  resumed  its  march  across  the  Peninsula  to 
Richmond.  By  this  time  White  House,  on  the  solitary  Pamunkey,  had 
become  a  port,  which,  in  extent  of  business  and  bustle,  rivalled  New  York. 
Every  thing  requisite  for  an  army  of  one  hundred  thousand  men  was  trans- 
ported by  the  tortuous  river  to  that  point.  Vessek  of  every  kind  were 
continuaJly  ascending  and  descending  the  stream,  while  an  innumerable 
company  of  contrabands,  with  glee  irrepressible,  and  shouts  which  made 
tiie  welkin  ring,  were  unloading  and  transferring  the  army  stores. 

The  troops  commenced  their  march  in  three  columns,  following  the  rail- 
road track  and  parallel  roads.  An  advance  guard  explored  the  distant 
woods,  searching  for  masked  batteries,  and  penetrating  every  place  in 
which  a  foe  might  lurk.  Generals  Heintzelman  and  Keyes,  with  forty 
thousand  men,  marched  for  Bottom's  Bridge,  on  the  Chickahominy,  a  few 
miles  below  where  the  railroad  crosses  that  stream.  This  point  was 
thirteen  miles  from  White  House  and  ten  from  Eichmond.  General 
McClellan,  with  the  main  body  of  the  army,  followed  the  line  of  the 
railroad,  and  advanced  the  first  day  six  miles,  to  TunstalPs  Station.  The 
road  led  'through  a  very  picturesque  country,  with  occasional  elevations, 
most  of  the  region  being  covered  with  forest.  General  Stoneman  in  the 
advance,  by  a  more  rapid  march,  proceeded  eight  miles  farther,  and 
reached  the  railroad  bridge  on  the  Chickahominy  that  afternoon. 

The  rebels  had  destroyed  the  bridge.  They  were  not,  however,  there  in 
force,  and  General  Stoneman,  without  difficulty,  took  possession  of  the 
ruins,  which  he  immediately  proceeded  to  repair.  Having  thus  made 
arrangements  for  the  passage  of  the  stream  by  the  main  body  of  the  army, 
be  marched  six  miles  up  the  river  to  a  little  hamlet  called  Cold  Harbol^ 
which  was  the  appointed  rendezvous  for  the  right  wing  of  the  army. 
Here  a  strong  force  of  the  rebels  was  found.  General  Stoneman  assailed 
them  impetuously,  drove  them  before  him,  and  encamped  there  for  the 
uight.  The  average  distance  from  the  Pamunkey  to  the  Chickahominy 
was  twelve  miles.  There  was  no  enemy  to  oppose  our  march,  no  rivers 
to  ford,  no  mountains  to  climb.  Still  it  was  found  so  difficult,  in  our 
inexperience^i  to  move  a  large  army,  that  a  whole  week  was  occupied  in 
^ansporting  the  troops  this  distance.     The  rain  had  fallen  in  unusual 

^ion^nd  the  roads  were  exceedingly  bad. 

>p8   commenced   their  march  from  the   concentrated  camp 


THB    ADVANCE    TO    THE    CHICKAHOMINT.  69 

a\;  Cumberland,  on  the  Pamiinkey,  and  spread  out  in  diverging  lines  as 
they  approached  the  sluggish  waters  and  extended  marshes  of  the  Chieka- 
hominy.  By  Sunday  evening,  May  25th,  our  troops  were  encamped  on 
both  sides  of  the  stream,  in  a  line  extending  more  than  twenty  miles.  The 
narrow  river  was  spanned,  along  the  line  of  the  army,  by  six  or  seven 
dilapidated  bridge^,  and  two  or  three  new  ones  were  Immediately 
commenced.  As  the  roads  were  bad,  and  dense  forests  and  pathless 
morasses  were  spread  around,  it  was  manifest  that  this  position  of  the 
army  exposed  any  portion  of  it  to  be  assailed  by  a  concentrated  force  of 
the  rebels,  and  to  be  crushed  before  reenforcements  could  be  sent  to  their 
aid.  As  it  had  been  invariably  the  practice  of  the  rebels  to  combine  their 
whole  force  in  an  overwhelming  assault  upon  some  unprotected  division 
of  the  National  troops,  the  greatest  anxiety  was  felt  in  the  North  as  soon 
as  the  disposition  of  our  army  was  known.  The  Northern  community, 
familiar  also  in  their  reading  with  the  rapid  campaigns  and  long  daily 
marches  of  European  troops,  could  not  restrain  the  utterance  of  their  im- 
patience, in  view  of  the  continued  slowness  of  our  advance.  They  knew 
that  every  day's  delay  diminished  our  army,  and  increased  that  of  the  foe. 

Two  months  had  now  elapsed  since  the  National  troops,  aided  by  an 
immense  fleet  of  transports  and  gunboats,  had  landed  on  the  Peninsula. 
It  was  forty-five  miles  from  Williamsburg  to  the  Ghickahominy.  Twenty 
days  had  been  occupied  in  the  march*  The  enemy  had  been  all  this  time 
rapidly  gathering  recruits.  Thousands  of  slaves  were  driven,  day  and 
night,  to  work  upon  their  intrenchments  around  Kichmond.  From  our 
advanced  posts  we  could  see  the  spires  of  the  city,  and,  in  the  silence  of 
the  night,  could  hear  the  tolling  of  its  bells.  It  became  evident  that  we 
were  outnumbered  by  the  rebels.  Moreover,  they  were  stationed  behind 
formidable  defences.  Those  ramparts  must  be  stormed  before  the  patriots 
could  enter  Richmond.  Our  opportunity  was  lost.  It  was  but  sixty 
miles  from  Fortress  Monroe  to  Richmond.  Could  we  have  passed  over 
that  space  in  eight  days,  instead  of  eight  weeks,  the  rebel  capital  could 
easily  have  been  taken. 

It  was  now  too  late.  Our  army  was  entangled  in  the  marshes  of  the 
Ghickahominy.  The  sultry  heat  was  beating  down  upon  the  heads  of  the 
fainting  soldiers.  The  malaria  arising  from  those  swamps  was  filling  the 
hospitals  with  the  sick.  General  McClellan  continued  to  send  to  Wash- 
ington for  reenforcements ;  but  "  Stonewall "  Jackson,  the  most  bold  and 
daring  fighter  of  the  rebels,  was  thundering  down  the  Valley  of  the  Shen- 
andoah, and  there  was  not  a  man  to  be  spared  from  the  defenceless  capital. 
Under  these  circhmstances,  anxiety  oppressed  every  thoughtful  man  in  the 
army  and  in  the  Nation.  We  had  marched  our  troops  into  the  heart  of 
the  enemy's  country,  had  entangled  them  amidst  marshes  in  the  presence 
of  an  outnumbering  foe,  and  now  the  whole  army  was  in  imminent  danger 
of  destruction.  Here  we  must  leave  them  for  a  short  season,  while  we 
describe  the  raid  of  "  Stonewall"  Jackson  down  the  Valley  of  the  Shenan- 
doah to  tiie  banks  of  the  Potomac 
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(From  Ma7  90th  to  May  STth,  1862.) 

AvziETT  OF  Phestoeitt  Linooln. — MoDowELL^s  CoRpa— Thb  Mountadt  Department. — Jaok- 
son's  Dash  upon  Banks. — Noble  Letter  or  General  McDowell. — Panic  in  Wasbino- 
TON. — Exergetic  Action  of  General  Fremont. — Running  Battle. — Success  of  Jackson's 
Raid. — Battle  of  Hanoyer  Court- House. 

On  the  lYth  of  May,  the  War  Department,  at  Waehington,  sent  the 
following  dispatch  to  General  McClellan : — 

"  Your  dispatch  to  the  President,  asking  for  reenforeements,  has  been 
received  and  carefully  considered.  The  President  is  not  willing  to  uncover 
the  Capital  entirely,  and  it  is  believed  that,  even  if  this  were  prudent,  it 
would  require  more  time  to  effect  a  junction  between  your  army  and  that 
of  the  Rappahannock,  by  the  way  of-  the  Potomac  and  York  Rivers,  than 
by  the  land  march. 

"  In  order,  therefore,  to  increase  the  strength  of  the  attack  upon  Rich- 
mond, at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  Generfel  McDowell  has  been 
ordered  to  march  upon  the  city  by  the  shortest  route.  He  is  ordered — 
keeping  himself  always  in  position  to*  cover  the  Capital  from  all  possible- 
attack — so  to  operate  as  to  put  his  left  wing  in  communication  with  your 
right,  and  you  are  instructed  to  co-operate,  so  as  to  establish  this  communi- 
cation as  soon  as  possible.  By  extending  your  right  wing  to  the  north  of 
Richmond,  it  is  believed  that  the  communication  can  be  safely  established, 
either  north  or  south  of  the  Pamunkey  River.  In  any  event,  you  will  bo 
able  to  prevent  the  main  body  of  the  enemy's  forces  from  leaving  Rich- 
mond and  falling  in  overwhelming  force  pon  General  McDowell.  He 
will  move  with  between  thirty-five  and  forty  thousand  men. 

"A  copy  of  the  instructions  to* Major-General  McDowell  is  with  thia. 
The  specific  task  assigned  to  his  command,  has  been  to  provide  against  any 
danger  to  the  Capital  of  the  Nation.  At  your  earnest  call  for  reenforee- 
ments, he  is  sent  forward  to  co-operate  in  the  reduction  of  Richmond,  but 
charged,  in  attempting  this,  not  to  uncover  the  City  of  Washington ;  and 
you  will  give  no  orders,  either  before  or  after  your  junction,  which  can 
keep  him  out  of  position  to  cover  this  city.  You  and  he  will  communicate 
with  each  other,  by  tel^raph  or  otherwise,  as  ft^uently  as  may  be  neces- 
sary for  efficient  co-operation. 

"  The  President  directs  that  General  McDowell  retain  the  command  of 
the  Department  of  the  Rappahannock,  and  of  the  forces  with  which  he 
movea  forward.    By  order  of  the  President. 

"  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Sec.  of  Wcur^ 
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Could  this  union,  ihuB  ordered,  of  General  McDowell's  force  of  thirty- 
fire  thousand  men  with  General  McClellan's  army  have  then  been  effected, 
it  18  not  improbable  that  Biclmiond  might  have  fallen.  General  McClellan, 
in  his  t^timonj  on  the  10th  of  December,  before  a  court-martial  in  Wash- 
ington, where  General  McDowell  was  triumphantly  acquitted  of  aU  the 
charges  brought  against  him,  said : 

"  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  would  have  taken 
Biclmiond  had  not  the  corps  of  General  McDowell  been  separated  from  it. 
It  is  also  my  opinion,  that  had  the  command  of  General  McDowell  joined 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  the  month  of  May,  by  way  of  Hanover  Court- 
House,  from  Fredericksburg,  we  should  have  had  Richmond  in  a  week 
after  the  junction.  I  do  not  hold  General  McDowell  responsible  for  a 
failure  to  join  me  on  that  occasion.'* 

General  McDowell  was  as  anxious  as  General  McClellan  to  have 
this  junction  effected,  but  was  prevented  by  the  events  which  we  must 
turn  aside  for  a  moment  to  describe.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the 
majestic  Army  of  the  Potomac,  numbering  over  two  hundred  thousand 
men,  which  for  eight  months  had  been*reposing  in  the  vicinity  of  Manassas, 
when  pushed  by  the  order  of  the  President  into  action,  was  divided  into 
several  corps  cParm^e.  General  McClellan  took  over  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  men  to  move  upon  Richmond  by  the  Peninsular  route,  which  he 
chose  contrary  to  the  judgment  of  the  President.  As  this  exposed  Washing- 
ton to  attack,  by  a  sudden  raid  through  Fredericksburg,  or  through  the 
valley  of  the  Shenandoah,  General  McDowell  was  sent  to  guard  the  Fred- 
ericksburg route,  with  about  thirty  thousand  men ;  and  General  Banks  was 
sent  with  a  small  force  of  five  or  eight  thousand  men  into  the  valley,  to 
watch  against  any  raid  upon  Washington  in  that  direction.  He  entered 
the  valley  at  Harper's  Ferry,  and,  passing  through  the  towns  of  Winchester, 
Strasburg,  Woodstock,  New  Market,  and  Harrisonsburg',  took  position  at 
Staunton.  At  Winchester  a  portion  of  this  force,  under  Gener^  Shields,* 
met  a  large  body  of  the  rebels  on  the  23d  of  March,  and  completely  routed 
them  in  one  of  the  most  hotly  contested  battles  of  the  war.  The  rebels, 
under  General  T.  J.  Jackson,  were  driven  to  Strasburg.  They  left  eighty- 
five  dead  on  the  field.  They  retreated  with  ten  wagons  of  dead  and 
wounded  in  then-  train. 

In  addition  to  these  movements,  an  order  was  issued  by  the  President 
on  the  11th  of  March,  creating  the   Mountain  Department      General 

*  Major-Oeneral  Jainefl  Shields  wm  bora  in  Tyrone  Countj,  Irelnnd,  in  1810.  When  sixteen 
years  of  age  he  emigrated  to  America,  and  settled  in  Kaskaskia,  Illinois.  He  studied  law,  entered 
upon  successful  practice,  and  in  1843  was  appointed  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State. 
Upon  the  opening  of  the  Mexican  war  he  was  appointed  Brigadier-G«neral  of  Volunteers.  At 
Vera  Cruz  and  Cerro  Gordo  he  distinguished  himself  for  hia  gallantry.  At  the  latter  battle  he 
was  severely  wounded  by  a  copper  ball,  wliich  passed  through  his  body  and  lungs.  His  life  was 
■aTed  by  the  skill  of  a  Mexican  surgeon,  after  the  regular  surgeons  of  the  army  had  given  over 
bis  case  as  hopeless.  He  was  again  wounded  at  Chapultepeo,  and  was  made  Major-GeneraL  Re- 
turning fVora  the  war,  he  was  elected  to  the  National  House  of  Representatirea  in  1849.  After- 
wards removing  to  Minnesota,  he  was  elected  to  the  United  States  Senate.  Subsequently  he  re- 
moved to  Califoraia,  and  resumed  the  profession  of  the  law.  Upon  the  breaking  out  of  the 
rebellion,  be  again,  with  ardent  patriotlrai,  took  up  arms  in  defence  of  his  imperilled  adopted 
•oontry. 
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Fremont  was  intrusted  with  the  command.  It  was  the  plan  of  the  Govem* 
ment  that  he  should  ascend  the  valley  of  the  Big  Sandy  Biver,  in  Ken* 
tucky,  to  PikeviUe ;  thence  advance  through  Cumberland  Gap  to  Enox- 
ville,  and  seize  the  railroad,  so  as  to  cut  the  rebel  retreat  from  Kidimond^ 
and  prevent  any  supplies  or  reenforcements  from  being  sent  to  that  place. 
This  department  extended  from  the  command  of  General  McClellan  on  the 
Potomac,  to  that  of  General  Halleck  on  the  MississippL  About  the  1st  of 
April,  General  Fremont  commenced  nfulitary  operations  in  the  important 
region  assigned  to  him.  By  a  series  of  energetic  movements,  the  rebels 
were  driven  from  the  positions  they  had  occupied,  and  General  Fremont, 
advancing  from  Wheeling,  readlied  Petersbmg,  on  the  south  branch  of  the 
Potomac.  Thence  pushing  vigorously  forward,  he  established  his  head- 
quarters at  McDowell,  on  the  western  declivity  of  the  Shenandoah  Moun- 
tains. This  town  is  about  forty-five  miles  from  Harrisonsburg,  which  is  in 
the  valley  of  the  Shenandoah,  on  the  other  side  of  the  mountains.  General 
Fremont's  advance,  after  a  sanguinary  conflict  with  supericwr  forces  of  the 
enemy,  retired  to  Franklin  and  strongly  fortified  themselves  there.  These 
three  corps  were  thus  stationed  at  this  time,  mainly  for  tlie  defence  of 
Washington.  General  McDowell  was  at  Fredericksburg,  east  of  the  Blue 
Bidge.  General  Banks  was  in  the  valley  of  the  Shenandoah,  between  tho 
Blue  Bidge  and  the  Shenandoah  Mountains.  General  Fremont  was  wesi 
of  the  Shenandoah  Mountains.* 

General  ^^  Stonewall "  Jackson,  the  most  dashing  of  the  rebel  chieftains, 
quietly  gathered  a  force,  variously  estimated  at  from  forty  to  sixty  thousand 
men,  and  made  a  rush  into  the  valley  of  the  Shenandoah,  intending  to 
overwhelm  and  annihilate  the  small  £6rce  of  but  six  thousand  men  which 
General  Banks  had  at  Strasburg;  and  tlien,  as  was  supposed,  to  cross  the 
Potomac  at  Harper's  Ferry,  and  seize  Washington.  The  blow  was  ap- 
parently quite  feasible,  and  might  have  proved  to  the  National  cause  quite 
irreparable.  The  rebels  under  Generals  Jackson  and  Ewell  moved  aa 
secretly  and  rapidly  as  possible  between  the  Blue  Eidge  and  the  Massa- 
nutten  mountain  range,  hoping,  by  striking  directly  from  Front  Royal  to 
Winchester,  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  General  Banks  and  capture  his  whole 
force  at  Strasburg.  General  Banks  was  not  aware  of  his  peril  until  Friday 
evening,  the  23d  of  May.  The  rebels  were  already  near  Front  Eoyal, 
driving  all  opposition  before  them.    There  was  no  salvation  for  him  but 

♦  The  President  and  Secretary  of  War  were  botiti  Tery  anxious  to  effect  a  junction  of  the  two 
annies  in  any  way  in  which  it  could  be  aoaomplished  without  endangering  Washington.  On  the 
17th  of  May,  Secretary  Stanton  sent  the  following  instructiona  to  Qeneral  McDowell : 

**G£NERA.L:  Upon  boing  joined  by  Shields^s  diyiBion,you  will  move  upon  Richmond  by  the 
general  route  of  the  Richmond  and  Fredericksburg  rsulroad,  co-operating  with  the  force  under 
General  McClellan,  now  ihreatening  Ridimond  from  the  line  of  the  Pamuxikey  and  York  Rivers. 
While  seeking  to  establish,  aa  soon  as  possible,  a  conununication  between  your  left  wing 
and  the  right  wing  of  General  MoClellan,  you  ^11  hold  yourself  always  in  such  position  as  to 
•over  the  Capital  of  the  Natk>n  against  a  sudden  dash  by  any  large  body  of  tlie  rebel  forces. 

"  General  McClellan  will  be  fhmished  a  copy  of  these  instructions,  and  will  bo  directed  to  hold 
himself  in  readiness  to  establish  oommonications  with  your  left,  and  to  prevent  the  main  body  of 
the  enemy's  army  from  leaving  Richmond  and  throwing  itself  upon  your  oolumn,  before  a  juno- 
tion  between  the  two  armies  is  effected.  JL  copy  of  his  instruotions,  in  regard  to  the  employment 
»f  your  forces,  is  annexed.  Sdwik  M.  Stantok,  Secretary  of  War^'* 
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in  the  most  cool,  determined,  and  ftkilM  retreat  This  Genea^  Banks 
conducted  with  Buch  heroism  and  ability  as  rendered  it  virtually  a  victory ; 
and  his  conduct  elevated  him  to  a  very  high  position  amon-^  military  men. 
Contesting  every  inch  of  the  way,  and  figliting  an  incessant  battle,  he  re- 
pelled the  assaults  of  his  foes,  who  outnumbered  him  four-  to  one.  After 
an  uninterrupted  retreat  and  battle  of  forty-eight  hours,  he  conducted  his 
army,  in  a  march  of  fifty-three  miles,  safely  across  the  Potomac,  near 
M^utinsburg,  saving  almost  his  whole  wagon-train  and  every  piece  of 
artillery. 

As  soon  as  the  Government  heard  of  the  commencement  of  this  for- 
midable raid,  with  the  probable  destruction  of  General  Banks's  corps,  and 
the  consequent  imminent  exposure  of  Washington,  the  excitement  and 
anxiety  became  intense.  General  Fremont  and  General  McDowell  were 
tel^raphed  immediately  to  move  to  the  support  of  General  Banks.  On 
Saturday  evening,  May  24th,  General  McDowell  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent the  following  order : 

"You  are  instructed,  laying  aside  for  the  present  the  movement  on 
Eichmond,  to  put  twenty  thousand  men  in  motion  at  (mce  for  the  Shenan- 
doah, moving  in  the  line,  or  in  advance  of  the  line,  of  the  Manassas  Gap 
raih^)ad.  Your  object  will  be  to  capture  the  force  of  Jackson  and  Ewell, 
either  in  co-operation  with  General  Fremont,  or,  in  case  want  of  supplies 
or  transportation  interfered  with  his  movements,  it  is  believed  that  th« 
force  which  you  move  will  be  sufficient  to  accomplish  the  object  alone. 
Beports  received  this  moment  are  that  Banks  is  fighting  with  Ewell,  eight 
miles  firom  Harper's  Ferry." 

General  McDowell  was  then  on  the  eve  of  forming  a  junction  with 
General  McClellaa.  This  summons,  frustrating  all  his  plans,  was  to  him 
a  bitter  disappointment.  But,  like  a  good  soldier  and  a  true  patriot,  he 
unhesitatingly  obeyed.  His  inmiediate  response  shows  the  promptness  of 
lu3  movement,  and  the  sore  trial  which  obedience  cost  him.  His  reply 
was: — 

^  The  President's  order  has  been  received,  smd  is  in  process  of  execu* 
tion.    This  is  a  crushing  blow  to  us.'' 

The  President  responded  the  same  hour,  the  telegrams  passing  like  the 
Kghtning's  flash :  **  I  am  highly  gratified  by  your  alacrity  in  obeying  my 
orders.  The  change  was  as  painfiil  to  me  as  it  can  possibly  be  to  you,  or 
to  any  one.  Every  thing  now  depends  upon  the  celerity  and  vigor  of  your 
movements." 

To  this  General  McDowell  replied  in  words  which,  in  justice  to  as  gal- 
lant a  soldier  and  as  pure  a  patriot  as  has  drawn  his  sword  in  this  war- 
fare, should  be  record^     The  reply  was  to  the  President : — 

"  I  obeyed  your  order  immediately,  for  it  was  positive  and  urgent,  and 
perhaps,  as  a  subordinate,  there  I  ought  to  stop.  But  I  trust  I  may  be  al- 
lowed to  say  something  in  relation  to  the  subject,  especially  in  view  of 
your  remark,  that  every  thing  depends  upon  the  viger  and  celerity  of  my 
movements.  I  beg  to  say  that  co-operation  between  General  Fremont  and 
myself,  to  cut  off  Jackson  and  Ewell,  is  not  to  be  counted  upon,  even  if  it 
is  not  a  practical  impossibility ;  next,  that  I  am  entirely  beyond  helping 
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distance  of  General  Banks,  and  no  celerity  or  vigor  will  be  ayailing,  so  far 
as  he  is  concerned ;  next,  that  by  a  glance  at  the  map  it  will  be  seen,  that 
the  line  of  retreat  of  the  enemy's  forces  up  the  valley  is  shorter  than  mine 
to  go  against  him.  It  will  take  a  week  or  ten  days  for  the  force  to  get  to 
the  valley  by  the  route  which  will  give  it  food  and  forage,  and  by  that  time 
the  enemy  will  have  retreated.  I  shall  gain  nothing  for  you  there,  and 
lose  much  for  you  here.  It  is,  therefore,  not  only  on  personal  grounds  that 
I  have  a  heavy  heart  in  the  matter,  but  I  fe^l  that  it  throws  us  all  back, 
and  from  Kichmond  north,  we  shall  have  all  our  large  mass  paralyzed,  and 
shall  have  to  repeat  what  we  have  just  accomplished." 

All  this  was  essentially  true.  By  straining  every  nerve,  General  Mc- 
Dowell was  not  able  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  bold,  ably  led,  and  fleet- 
footed  rebels.  But  had  not  both  General  McDowell  and  General  Fremont 
rushed  for  the  valley  to  cut  off  their  retreat,  they  would  not  have  deemed 
retreat  necessary.  Their  lines  of  communication  would  not  have  been  en- 
dangered ;  they  might  have  inflicted  incalculable  injury  upon  the  National 
cause,  and  it  is  by  no  means  improbable  that  they  might  have  taken  and 
destroyed  Washington.  Indeed,  as  it  was,  the  peril  of  the  capture  of 
Washington  was  so  imminent,  that  telegrams  were  immediately  sent  to  all 
the  adjacent  Northern  States,  urging  the  Governors  to  send  instantly  the 
militia  to  defend  the  CapitaL  The  following  dispatch  to  the  Governor  of 
Massachusetts,  dated  May  25, 1864,  illustrates  this  well-founded  alarm : — 

"  Intelligence  from  various  quarters  leaves  no  doubt  that  the  enemy,  in 
great  force,  are  marching  on  "Washington.  You  will  please  organize  and 
forward  inmiediately  all  the  militia  and  volunteer  force  in  your  State. 

"  EDWiif  M.  SxiLNTON,  Secretary  of  War^ 

Upon  this  same  day.  May  26th,  the  President,  in  a  telegram  to  General 
McClellan,  said : — 

"  K  McDowell's  force  were  now  beyond  our  reach,  we  should  be  utterly 
helpless.  Apprehensions  of  sometliing  like  this,  and  no  unwillingness  to 
sustain  you,  has  always  been  my  reason  for  withholding  McDowell's  force 
from  you.  Please  understand  this,  and  do  the  best  you  can  with  the  forces 
you  now  have."* 

At  the  same  time.  General  Fremont  had  received  a  telegram  instructing 
him  to  cross  the  Shenandoah  Mountain^  with  his  whole  force,  from  Frank- 
lin to  Harrisonsburg.  Could  he  have  done  this,  the  retreat  of  Jacksou 
might  have  been  effectually  cut  off.  But  General  Fremont  deemed  it  im- 
possible to  take  that  route.  It  involved  a  march  of  fifty  miles,  over  the 
roughest  roads,  and  through  a  region  where  neither  forage  nor  supplies 
could  be  obtained.  Neither  had  he  any  sufficient  means  of  transportation. 
He  therefore  assumed  the  responsibility  of  taking  a  different  route.  He 
received  the  order  Saturday  evening.  With  the  accustomed  promptness 
of  this  man,  he  had  his  whole  army  in  motion  by  three  o'clock  the  next 
morning.  Had  the  Prince  de  Joinville  been  present,  he  would  not  have 
accused  the  Americans  of  a  characteristic  trait  of  delay. 

Descending  rapidly  the  banks  of  the  south  fork  of  the  Potomac,  he 

*  Rtport  of  C<mgres$wnal  Commitke^  p.  10. 
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crossed  the  mountains  at  a  lower,  or  more  northern  point.  After  one  of  the 
most  rapid  and  energetic  marches  on  record,  through  an  ineeseant  storm  of 
rain  and  liorrible  roads,  his  advance  guard  reached  Strasbiirg  at  noon  of 
the  first  of  June.  At  the  same  time  Ghenerd  McDowell's  advance,  under 
General  Shields,  moving  with  equal  endurance  and  celerityj  reached  Front 
Royal  from  the  east,  ten  mil68  from  Strasburg.  But,  unfortimately, 
Jackson  and  his  band,  a  few  hours  before,  had  rushed  bj  the  point,  and 
were  retreating  at  full  speed,  with  all  the  plunder  they  had  gained,  up  the 
valley  towards  Richmond.  It  was  a  very  narrow  escape  for  the  rebels. 
They  just  succeeded  in  slipping  between  General  McDowell  on  the  east 
and  General  Fremont  on  the  west.  The  advance  guard  of  these  two 
National  forces,  forming  a  junction,  pressed  impetuously  on  in  pursuit  of 
the  foe.  The  rear-guard  of  the  rebels  made  an  occasional  stand,  where 
the  ground  presented  great  advantages,  and  fierce  contests  ensued.  On 
Monday,  June  2d,  there  was  a  battle  of  several  hours  at  Woodstock. 
During  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thursday,  Friday,  the  rebels  ran  and  the 
patriots  pursued,  pelting  them  with  shot  and  shell,  as  one  week  before  the 
patriots  had  fied  before  their  determined  foes.  Such  is  war.  No  man 
can  give  blows  without  receiving  blows  in  return.  The  final  conflict  was 
at  Port  Republic,  where  the  Shenandoah  is  spanned  by  a  long  bridge.* 

It  was  Sunday  morning,  June  StTi.  The  rebel  General,  whose  great 
military  ability  no  one  will  question,  had  sagaciously  chosen  his  position  at 
a  spot  called  Cross  Keys.  The  battle  commenced  with  heavy  firing  at 
eleven  o'clock,  and  continued,  with  occasional  lulls,  and  then  with  renewed 
violence,  until  dark.  It  was  a  drawn  battle ;  but  as  the  rebels  fought  in 
their  chosen  position  and  under  cover,  their  loss  was  leas  than  that  of  the 
Fnion  forces.  General  Fremont  was  able  to  bring  into  the  battle  only  his 
advance  of  about  three  thousand  men.  General  Jackson  arrayed  in  op- 
position eight  thousand.  The  patriot  troops,  though  they  fought  hero- 
ically, were  unable  to  dislodge  their  foes,  who  were  equally  determined, 
equally  well  oflScered,  advantageously  posted,  and  who  outnumbered  their 
assailants  more  than  two  to  one. 

The  rebels  held  the  field.  Their  only  object,  however,  was  to  secure  a 
safe  retreat.  The  united  army  of  Generals  Fremont  and  McDowell  was 
rushing  down  upon  them.  On  Sunday  night.  General  Jackson  crossed  the 
Shenandoah  River  with  all  his  troops,  and  destroyed  the  long  bridge  behind 
them.  With  but  little  diflSculty  they  repelled  the  assaults  of  General 
Shields,  who,  with  an  insuflBcient  force,  did  what  he  could  to  head  them 

^  A  oorrespondent  of  the  Philadelphia  Presa^  writing  trom  Winchester,  Virginia,  relates  the 
Mowing  incident  of  Banks^s  retreat,  as  illustrative  of  the  barbarity  which  characterized  the  rebel 
women  during  the  war : — 

"A  soldier  was  wounded  in  the  foot,  and  had  sat  down  on  the  steps  of  one  of  the  houses  in 
Winchester.  He  had  not  been  sitting  there  long,  when  a  woman  came  out  and  asked  him  if  he 
were  not  able  to  walk  ?  He  replied  that  he  was  not.  The  woman,  seeing  a  revolvet  in  his  belt, 
asked  him  to  let  her  look  at  it.  The  man,  suspecting  nothing  wrong,  handed  it  to  her.  But  she 
had  had  it  in  her  hands  but  a  few  minutes  when  she  presented  it  to  his  head,  and  demanded  thai 
be  should  leave  the  steps.  He  did  so,  and  after  he  had  walked  a  few  steps,  she  fired  the  pistol, 
the  ball  entering  his  si^^i  and  he  feU  on  the  street,  where  he  instantly  expired.  This  is  but  a 
specimen  of  the  numerous  incidents  I  have  heard,  and  I  only  give  it  as  one  which  I  know  oomeft 
from  a  reliable  source." 
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off.    Wkhont  fiirtlier  moIestaticHi,  the  rebels  retreated  to  Staunton,  and 
thence  to  Bichmond. 

This  bold  and  sagacions  movement  of  General  Jackson  very  probably 
saved  Kichmond.  God,  in  a  mysterious  way,  accomplishes  his  designs* 
There  are  innnmerable  instances,  in  the  history  of  this  war,  in  which  ap- 
parent disasters  have  proved  our  choicest  blessings.  Had  Kichmond 
then  been  taken,  and  the  rebel  army  crushed,  it  is  almost  .certain  that 
some  compromise  woxdd  have  been  effected  which  would  have  preserved 
slavery,  the  fruitful  cause  of  all  our  troubles.  In  the  whole  history  of  the 
world,  not  an  instance  can  be  found  in  which  the  hand  of  God  has  been  more 
manifest  than  in  this  war.  Had  Massachusetts  energy  prevailed,  the  war 
would  have  been  ended  in  six  months,  and  slavery  would  have  escaped  al- 
most unscathed.  The  pro-slavery  sympathies  of  the  Northern  opponents 
of  the  war  prolonged  the  contest,  discouraged  volunteering,  resisted  the 
draft,  and  thus  sent  our  troops  by  slow  marches  over  the  plantations  of 
the  South,  liberated  slaves  by  thousands,  rendered  acts  of  ccmfiscation  and 
emancipation  inevitable,  and  compelled  the  enlistment  of  colored  men  into 
our  wasted  army.  Throughout  the  whole  war,  the  friends  of  freedom  have 
been  straining  every  nerve  to  bring  the  war  to  a  speedy  end,  which,  had  it 
been  accoipplished,  would  certainly  have  riveted  the  fetters  of  the  slave 
anew.  The  friends  of  slavery  have  done  every  thing  in  their  power  to  pre- 
vent the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war,  and  by  thus  protracting  the  con- 
flict have  undermined,  inch  by  inch,  the  whole  foundation  of  slavery,  and 
have  whelmed  the  whole  enormous  &bric  of  cruelty  and  crime  in  ruin. 
Slavery  has  committed  suicide.  It  is  right  that  a  monster  so  diabolical 
should  have  met  with  such  an  end. 

The  genius  of  a  great  general  is  often  better  illustrated  by  a  well-con- 
ducted retreat  than  by  a  signal  victory.  General  Banks  has  performed 
many  heroic  deeds  during  this  war.*  In  none  has  he  displayed  more 
brilliantly  the  charactei*  of  an  accomplished  general,  than  in  the  valor  and 
sagacity  with  which  he  extricated  his  little  band  from  the  rebel  hordes 
which  rushed  upon  him  at  Strasburg.     Generals  Fremont  and  McDowell 

*  General  N.  P.  Banks  was  born  in  Waltbam,  liassachusettSf  January  30,  1816.  Bis  parents 
were  poor.  With  a  very  limited  common-school  education,  young  Banks,  when  a  mere  lad,  en- 
tered one  of  the  Waltham  factories  to  earn  his  living.  For  several  years  he  worked  there  faith- 
iUly,  yet  seizing  upon  every  moment  of  leisure  for  the  improvement  of  his  mind.  He  was  aa 
active  member  of  a  debating  society,  and  wrote  for  the  ocdumns  of  a  local  paper.  Rising  rap- 
idly, he  finally  became  editor  of  a  paper.  By  the  vigor  of  his  mind  and  his  untiring  intellectual 
activity  he  spread  his  name  and  his  influence,  and  in  1848  he  was  chosen  member  of  the  Kassa- 
ohusetts  Legislature,  and  soon  after  was  sent  to  the  National  Congress  at  Washington.  In  1 854 
he  was  ohoAen  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  after  one  of  the  most  memorable  con- 
tests in  our  CSongressional  history.  In  1851  he  was  chosen  Gk>vernor  of  Massachusetts.  AH 
these  important  posts  he  filled  with  distinguished  ability.  He  foresaw  the  coming  storm  of  the 
^veholders*  rebeUion  and  secession,  and  prepared  himself  for  the  strife  by  a  careful  study  of 
military  strategy  and  tactics.  When  the  traitors  opened  their  fire  upon  the  United  States  flag,  at 
8umter,  Governor  Banks  was  occupying  the  very  responsible  post  of  Superintendent  of  the  Illinois 
Oentral  Railway.  The  public  vdce  immediately  called  him  to  a  military  command.  He  was  ap- 
pointed  M^jor-General  by  the  President,  and  was  given  a  division  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
Kearly  all  his  troops  were  taken  from  him  to  add  to  the  force  under  General  McOlellan.  The  rebel 
General  Jackson  pounced  upon  him,  sure  of  his  destruction.  His  retreat  was  one  of  the  most 
hnlliant  operations  of  the  war. 
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also  did  every  thing  that  mortal  energy  could  do  to  cut  off  the  enemy. 
The  operation,  on  the  part  of  the  rebels,  was  managed  with  consummate 
bravery  and  skill ;  and,  having  a  shorter  route  to  traverse  than  those  sent 
in  pursuit  of  them,  they  could  not  be  overtaken  in  their  rapid  retreat. 

We  now  return  again  to  contemplate  the  condition  and  achievements  of 
the  army  under  General  McClellan.  For  five  days,  the  National  troops, 
after  reaching  the  Chickahominy,  remained  in  their  encampments,  as  it  • 
were  bewildered.  They  jcould  not  advance  upon  the  frowning  batteries 
before  them,  without  encountering  dreadful  slaughter.  They  could  not 
retreat  without  shame  and  disaster.  There  was  a  pause  which  was  por- 
tentous. Wliat  does  it  mean  ?  the  nation  inquired  anxiously.  The  very 
unsatisfactory  reply  that  came  back  from  the  OMckahominy  was:  '^We 
are  waiting  for  the  roads 'to  dry,  and  for  opportunity  to  construct  more 
bridges  across  the  river." 

General  McClellan  was  now  rapidly  losing  the  confidence  of  the  more 
intelligent  and  patriotic  portion  of  the  eonmiunity,  though 'he  still  re-' 
tained  to  a  wonderful  d^ree  the  affections  of  the  rank  and  file  of  his 
army.  He  must  have  possessed  some  sterling  qualities,  to  have  secured 
from  his  troops  the  unbounded  homage  with  which,  at  that  time,  they 
undeniably  regarded  him.  There  can  be  no  question  of  the  truth  of  the 
following  statement  by  an  army  correspondent : — 

"  When  I  say  that  General  McClellan  is  beloved,  trusted,  and  perfectly 
idolized  by  every  common  soldier  in  the  army,  I  am  not  saying  one  whit 
more  than  the  bare  truth.  They  will  follow  him  anywhere  and  every- 
where, for  they  know,  to  a  man,  that  he  will  not  needlessly  expose  them 
to  danger.  Ko  matter  how  great  the  peril,  or  difficidt  the  task  may  seem, 
when  he  commands  they  will  cheerfully  obey,  and  with  the  most  unbound- 
ed confidence  will  face  any  danger  or  overcome  any  obstacle.  In  fact,  the 
feelings  towards  Qtjneral  McClellan  partake  almost  of  adoration.'' 

One  heroic  adventure,  in  the  mean  time,  achieved  by  our  troops,  created 
a  momentary  gleam  of  hope.  There  were  two  railroads  running  north 
from  Richmond.  One  was  called  the  Virginia  Central,  the  other  was  the 
Bichmond  and  Potomac.  These  roads  crossed  each  other,  about  twenty 
miles  from  Eichmond,  at  a  place  called  Sexton's  Junction,  a  few  miles 
beyond  Hanover  Court- House.  A  secret  expedition  was  organized  to 
destroy  both  of  the  roads  at  their  junction*  After  a  careful  reconnois- 
sance,  General  G.  W.  Morell's  division  of  General  Fitz-John  Porter's  Fifth 
Provisional  Army  Corps,  supported  by  General  Stoneman's  cavalry,  was  sent 
on  this  enterprise.  There  was,  perhaps,  not  in  the  army  a  more  admirably 
disciplined  body  of  men.  It  was  exceedingly  important  that  the  enemy 
should  be  taken  by  surprise.  Orders  were  therefore  not  given  until  mid- 
night on  Monday,  for  the  men  to  be  ready  at  four  o'clock  the  next  morn- 
ing, Tuesday,  May  27th,  in  light  marching  trim.  At  three  o'clock  the 
reveill6  called  them.  It  was  dark,  stormy,  and  a  drenching  rain  was  fall- 
ing. Fires  could  not  be  built,  and  the  men  were  compelled  to  set  out  on 
their  cold,  wet  march,  without  the  much  coveted  refreshment  of  a  cup 
of  hot  coffee.  Cold  rations,  for  two  days,  were  crowded  into  their  haver- 
sacks, and  each  man  was  supplied  with  twenty  additional  rounds  of  cart- 
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ridges.    Into  the  darkness  and  the  rain,  and  wading  through  the  miry 
roads,  the  long  colnmn  soon  disappeared. 

They  had  moved  from  their,  camp  at  Mechanicsville.  None  but  the 
leading  officers  knew  the  direction  or  the  object  of  their  march.  Soldiers 
soon  learn  to  ask  no  questions,  bnt  with  blind  obedience  to  obey  com- 
mands. As  the  morning  dawned  the  clouds  were  dispersed.  At  ten 
.  o'clock,  the  sun  of  a  summer's  day  was  shining  down  upon  them  oppres- 
sively. *  They  had  Aen  struck  the  railroad  within  five  milefi  of  Hanover 
Court-House. 

Here  the  enemy  were  first  found*  They  Were  in  a  large  open  field 
flanked  by  woods.  The  skirmishers  immediately  opened  fire.  Sharp 
volleys  of  musketry,  and  the  occasional  boom  of  heavier  guns,  announced 
to  those  in  the  rear  that  the  battle  was  begun.  Colonel  Johnson,  of  the 
Twenty-fifth  New  York,  who  was  in  »,dvance,  attacked  them  impetuously. 
But  the  superior  numbers  of  the  enemy  compelled  him  to  retire  with  severe 
loss.  Soon  Gteneral  Butterfield  appeared,  with  Morell's  division  of  Porter's 
corps,  and  his  command  entered  the  battle  with  the  rapidity  and  precision 
of  veterans.  With  the  Stars  and  Stripes  floating  proudly  in  the  breeze, 
they  swept  down  resistlessly  upon  the  foe.  Griffin's  battery  was  at  the  time 
pouring  a  deadly  fire  into  the  hostile  ranks.  The  rebels,  after  a  short  con- 
flict, broke  and  fled,  disappearing  in  the  woods.  The  victors  then,  afl:er  giv- 
ing three  enthusiastic  cheers  to  General  Butterfield  as  he  rode  along  their 
lines,  moved  rapidly  forward  towards  Hanover  Court-House.  Some  of  the 
regiments  moved  along  the  railroad,  tearing  it  up  as  they  advanced. 
Others  followed  the  turnpike  road.  In  the  spirited  conflict  which  had 
terminated  so  honorably  to  the  patriot  arms.  Colonel  Lansing,  of  the 
Seventeenth  New  York,  and  Colonel  McLane,  of  the  Eighty-third  Penn- 
sylvania, displayed  great  gallantry.  Their  troops  pursued  the  fugitives 
some  distance,  capturing  about  sixty  prisoners.  Two  twelve-pound  brass 
howitzers  were  also  captured.  The  Second  Maine,  Colonel  Roberts,  and 
the  Forty-fourth  New  York,  Colonel  Stryker,  were  left  behind  at  a  road- 
crossing,  to  guard  from  an  attack  in  their  rear  the  advancing  party, 
who  were  expecting  to  meet  a  strong  force  of  rebels  at  Hanover  Court- 
House. 

The  scene  presented  on  the  march  was  brilliant.  It  was  a  beautiful 
afternoon.  Nature  was  smiling  in  all  the  bloom  and  verdure  of  one  of  the 
loveliest  days  of  early  summer.  The  sun  was  setting  in  all  its  glory.  The 
doors  and  windows  of  the  houses  were  crowded  with  curious  and  anxious 
spectators,  while  hundreds  of  negroes  hung  upon  gates  and  fences,  gazing 
with  undisguised  yet  inexpressible  delight  upon  a  spectacle,  which  a 
strange  instinct  taught  them  was  ushering  in  for  them  the  day  of  jubilee. 
The  bright  pennons  of  the  lancers,  the  gay  uniforms  of  the  Zouaves,  the 
parks  of  artillery,  with  their  mounted  cannoneers,  and  the  officers  on  proud 
steeds,  splendidly  caparisoned,  presented  a  pageant  which  charmed  every 
eye. 

The  patriot  troops,  inspirited  with  victory,  almost  forgot  the  fatigue  of 
their  long  march,  as  they  pressed  forward  to  other  deeds  of  daring.  They 
had  advanced  a  few  miles,  when  an  aide  came  galloping  up,  sent  by  Gen- 
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end  Martindale,  who  was  in  command  of  the  force  left  behind,  stating  that 
the  rebels  had  come  out  bj  rail  from  Bichmond  in  great  force,  and  were 
forming  for  an  attack.  At  the  same  time,  the  terrible  roar  of  the  renewed 
battle  came  reverberating  through  the  forest.  General  Butterfield 
wheeled  his  troops  aronnd,  and,  at  the  double-qnick,  hastened  back  to  the 
rescue  of  their  imperilled  comrades. 

In  the  mean  time  six  rebel  regiments,  with  their  accnstomed  yell,  came 
rushing  npon  the  thin  lines  of  the  patriots,  expecting  to  disperse  them  as  the 
hnnter  scatters  a  covey  of  partridges  npon  the  mountains.  But  the  patriots 
Btood  as  immovable  as  the  forest^  around  them.  While  all  fought  with 
the  utmost  intrepidity,  the  Second  Maine  displayed  marvellous  v^or.  So 
near  were  they  at  One  time  to  the  enemy,  that  the  men  on  both  sides  thrust 
their  guns  through  the  same  fence,  firing  at  each  other.  The  Forty-fourth 
New  York  had  its  flag  four  times  cut  'down  by  the  bullet.  But  as  one 
color-bearer  fell,  there  was  always  another  intrepid  hand  prompt  to  raise 
it.  As  the  battle  raged  with  terrible  fierceness,  a  captain  of  the  Forty- 
fourth  was  asked,  "  How  many  of  your  men  can  you  muster  to  follow  you 
in  a  charge !"  The  quick  reply  was,  "  Every  man,  sir,  will  follow,  save 
the  dead."  For  more  than  an  hour  this  handful  of  men  held  the  enemy  in 
check. 

Just  then  Oeneral  Butterfield,  with  uncovered  head,  leading  his  heroic 
band,  appeared  upon  the  field.  Avoiding  the  circuitous  route  by  the  road, 
he  had  marched  the  Eighty-third  Pennsylvania,  Colonel  McLane,  and  the 
Sixteenth  Michigan,  Colonel  Stockton,  across  the  fields  and  through  the 
woods.  He  was  greeted  with  three  such  cheers  as  can  only  be  uttered 
when  the  souPs  intensest  emotions  burst  from  the  lips.  These  cheers  were 
more  appalling  to  the  foe  than  the  boom  of  artillery  or  the  rattle  of  mus- 
ketry.    It  told  them  that  their  game  was  lost. 

At  the  double-quick  the  patriot  band  fell  upon  the  flank  of  the  rebels, 
throwing  them  into  great  confusion.  Twelve  pieces  of  artillery,  skilfully 
handled,  threw  such  an  incessant  storm  of  shells  into  their  ranks,  that 
the  rebels,  dropping  their  muskets,  their  colors,  and  much  even  of  their 
dothing,  fled  wildly,  and  disappeared  in  the  forest 

They  were  hotly  pursued  and  many  prisoners  were  taken.  Some  were 
evidently  glad  to  escape  from  the  rebel  ranks.  Two  came  forward,  wa- 
ving a  torn  and  soiled  handkerchief,  ohce  white,  and  supporting  between 
them  a  pale-faced  boy,  with  a  ghastly  wound.  They  seemed  greatly  terri* 
fied,  and  piteously  begged  that  their  lives  might  be  spared.  "  We  have 
been  forced  into  this,"  they  said ;  "  we  are  conscripts." 

Darkness  had  now  come.  These  brave  men,  who  had  marched  over 
twenty  miles  and  fought  two  battles  in  one  day,  returned  to  their  camp 
highly  elated  with  their  double  victory.  Proudly  the  patriots  displayed, 
as  the  trophies  of  the  conflicts,  two  field-pieces,  nearly  nine  hundred  stand 
of  small-arms,  over  five  hundred  prisoners,  several  tents,  wagons,  and 
much  other  such  materiel  of  war. 

The  next  morning  General  McClellan  appeared  upon  the  field  and  was 
enthusiastically  cheered.  He  grasped  General  Porter  by  the  hand,  with 
cordial  congratulations.    Then  turning  to  General  Butterfield,  he  placed 
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his  hand  upon  his  shonlder,  commending  him  warmly  for  his  gallant 
achievement,  and  promised  to  recommend  him  to  the  command  of  a  diyi- 
eion.  The  French  princes,  the  Prince  de  Joinville,  the  Connt  de  Paris, 
and  the  Dnc  de  Chartres,  accompanied  the  Commander-in-Chief.  Sadly 
the  Prince  de  Joinville  said  at  the  time,  "  l^at  a  pity  that  all  this  to-day 
is  for  nothing  I  We  shoidd  have  heard  the  guns  of  McDowell  coming  from 
Fredericksbm^.  He  should  have  joined  yon,  and  then  we  could  go  into 
Bichmond,  and  have  a  great  success,'^  •  ^        ^ 

The  Prince  has  reiterated  Uiese  sentimdnts  still  more  emphatically  in 
his  exceedingly  interesting  pamphlet  upon  the  "Army of  the  P'ot^mac." 
But  on  the  other  Hand  it  is  said,  th^  even  at  that*  moment  the  impetuous 
JackBon  was- rushing  with  an  army  between  forty  thoosand  and  sixty 
thousand  strong  upon  ITashington ;  that  the  withdrawal  'of  McDowell's 
troops  would  have  left  to  him  alnfost>an  unobstructed  path  to  the  Capital, 
and  that  the  rebels  could  w^U  afford  to  exchamge  Bichmond  for  Washing- 
ton. The  loss  of  Washington  would  then  probably  have  secured  the  recog- 
nition of  the  rebels  by  England,  who  was  eagerly  watching  for  a  chance 
to  cheer  them  by  thai  recognition/  Prendent  Lincoln  and  Secretary 
Stanton  doubtless  decided  wisely,  that,  at  every  hazard,  Washington  was 
to  be  protected  from  insult. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  how  many  of  the  offlicers  engaged  in  this  battle  sub- 
sequently attained  a  National  reputation.  Major-General  Webb  was  then 
a  field-officer  on  the  staff  of  General  Porter.  Major-General  Warren  was 
colonel  in  command  of  a  regiment.  General  Vincent,  killed  at  Gettys- 
burg, was  lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  Eighty-third  Pennsylvania.  Gene- 
ral Bice,  who  died  so  heroically  in  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness, 
was  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  Forty-fourth  New  York.  Many  others 
might  be  mentioned,  then  unknown  to  fame,  whose  names  are  now4i.iia. 
tion's  pride.  It  was  on  this  day  that  General  Butterfield's  star  first  rose 
above  the  horizon.  Since  then,  his  fame  has  become  inseparably  blended 
with  all  the  seven  days'  battles  of  the  Peninsula,  with  Fredericksburg, 
Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Lookout  Mountain,  Besaca,  and  other  minor 
fields  too  numerous  to  be  mentioned.  On  this  occasion  his  officers  present- 
ed to  him  a  pair  of  golden  spurs,  containing  the  following  inscription : — 

"To  General  Daniel  Butterfield ;  presented  by  the  field-officers  of  the 
Third  Light  Brigade,  Porter's  Division,  Army  of  tlie  Potomac,  for  our  ad- 
miration of  your  brilliant  generalship  on  the  field  of  Hanover  Court-House, 
May  23d,  1862." 

In  this  expedition,  which  was  eminently  successful,  though  of  but  little 
avail  in  its  bearing  on  the  general  campaign,  the  railroad  by  which  the 
rebels  were  sending  reenforcements  and  supplies  to  Jackson,  in  his  raid  on 
Washingtcm,  was  broken  up,  and  an  important  bridge  across  the  South 
Anna,  five  hundred  feet  long,  was  destroyed.  A  large  amount  of  quarter- 
master and  commissary  stores  was  also  captured.  The  total  loss  of  the 
rebels  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  was  fifteen  hundred.  The  Union 
loss  was  fifty-three  killed,  and  two  hundred  and  ninety-six  woimded  and 
missing. 

The  next  day  the  troops  were  leisurely  marched  back  to  camp.   Meadow 
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Bric^  near  Mechanicsville^  now  becime  the  ex^eme  right  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomae.  The  night  ot  the  30th  of  May  came,  with  darkness,  will- 
ing gusts  of  wind,  and  floods  of  rain«  Bnt,  gloomy  as  was  the  night, 
tlie  hearts  of  the  intelligent  an4  the  reflective  in  the  patriot  camp  were 
gloomier  edlL  The  tents  of  the  army  were  scattered  along  a  line  more 
dim  twenl^  mUee  in  extent,  in  the  midst  of  tangled  forests,  stagnant 
pools,  and  pathless  mc^raases.  The  troc^,  greatly  weakened  by  the  sick- 
ness engendered  in  the  miasmatic  swamps,  were  no  longer  strong  enough 
to  advance  upon  the  fortifications,  which  the  rd>elB  had  now,  by  the  forced 
labor  of  the  slaves,  found  ample  time  to  render  almost  impregnable,  and 
which  they  had  crowded  with  reonforcements  gathered  from  near  and  from 
&r. 

The  patriot  army  could  not  long  remain  where  it  was,  breathing  the 
malaria  of  these  pestilential  bogs.  Betreat,  in  the  face  of  an  outnumber- 
ing and  vigilant  foe,  could  on^  be  accomplished  with  enormous  loss,  and 
at  the  hazard  of  the  very  eicistence  of  the  army.  Indeed,  it  was  manifest 
to  intelligent  observers,  who  from  a  distance  scanned  the  field,  that  the 
Army  of  the  Potcunac  was  imminently  exposed  to  destruction.  The  eagle- 
eyed  foe,  conscious  of  our  peril,  and  ^ually  conscious,  from  experience, 
that  he  had  nothing  to  fear  from  any  sudden  and  daring  movement  of  the 
patriot  Commander-in-Chief,  leisurely  massed  his  forces  for  an  assault  upon 
our  right  wing.  .  He  intended  to  cn^  it  before  the  centre  and  left  could 
struggle  tI^t>ugh  the  iwamp  to  its  rescue*  To  ordinary  intelligence,  it 
would  seem  that  our  army  was  placed  in  precisely  the  position  which 
would  invite  attack  from  an  enterprising  foe,  and  which  would  render  that 
attack  most  certainly  successfrLl. 

It  was  soon  evident  that  the  ehemy  was  preparing  for  this  flank  move- 
ment^ which  we  had  no  power  to  resist. .  A  precipitate  retreat  became  our 
only  salvation,  a  retreat  which  was  mildly  called  a  "  change  of  base."  This 
change  could  have  been  made  without  peril  immediately  after  the  destruc- 
tion of  the*  Merrimac  It  could  now  be  effected  only  with  fearful  loss. 
The  campaign  had  proved  an  utter  failure.  The  only  question  now  was, 
how  to  rescue  from  destruction,  probably  the  best  and  bravest  army  tliis 
world  ever  saw. 

General  Casey,*  who  had  deservedly  a  high  reputation  for  his  military 

*  Bng»dier-O«oeral  SOas  Ookj  wm  born  in  East  Gke#nwich,  Rhode  Island,  Julj  12, 1807.  He 
«iit«red  W««t  Point  in  1S22,  and  graduated  as  Brevet  Seoond-Iieutenant  in  1826.  He  was  first 
stationed  at  Fort  Lawsou,  on  the  Red  River,  in  the  Indian  territory.  He  had  several  skirmishes 
with  the  Indians,  and  at  one  time,  with  sixteen  men,  pursued  a  partj  of  Pawnee  warriors  a 
hundred  miles  to  Blue  River.  Seven  of  the  savages  he  succeeded  in  capturing.  Lieutenant 
Caaey  was  subsequentlj  stationed  at  Sacket*s  Harbor,  on  Lake  Ontario,  at  Fort  Niagara,  and  at 
Fort  Gratiot,  Ifichigan.  For  several  years  he  was  then  engaged  in  warfare  with  the  Florida  In- 
dians, signalizing  himself  by  his  gallantry  and  his  military  sagacity,  when  he  was  promoted  to  a 
Captaincy.  In  the  Mexican  war  of  1847  he  was  with  General  Soott.  At  Contreras  he  commanded 
the  leading  division  of  one  of  our  columns  of  attack.  He  was  one  of  the  first  who  entered  the  fort 
at  Cherubusco,  where  he  planted  the  colors  of  the  Second  Infantry.  For  his  gallantry  in  these  ao- 
Uons  he  received  the  brevet  of  Major.  At  Chapultepec,  at  the  head  of  a  storming  party,  he  was 
severely  wounded,  and  received  the  brevet  of  lieutenant-OoloneL  In  1848,  Lieutenant-Oolonei 
Casey  went  to  California,  where  he  Spent  several  yoArs  very  efficiently  in  the  service  of  his  oountry. 
In  1854  he  was  made  member  of  a  board  which  assembled  at  Washington  aiid  West  Point  to  revise 
ToL.  IL— « 
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abiKty,  was  stationed,  on  the  26th  of  May,  contrary  to  his  own  judgment, 
with  a  small  force  of  inexperienced  troops,  quite  in  advance  of  Ae  rest  of 
the  army,  within  six  miles  of  Richmond,  nearly  on  the  line  of  the  Rich- 
mond and  York  River  Railroad.  Though  General  Casey's  spirited  recon- 
noissances  had  entitled  him  to  the  post  of  honor,  his  military  judgment . 
pronounced  the  encampment  as  too  far  advanced  and  too  much  exposed. 
He  himself  was  in  front,  with  five  thousand  men.  Three-quarters  of  a 
mile  in  his  rear.  General  Keyes  was  in  command  of  a  division  of  eight 
thousand.  With  Keyes's  division  thus  in  the  rear.  General  Casey  was  ex- 
posed to  a  sudden  assault  fix>m  the  foe,  with  no  protection  whatever  on  his 
right  or  left. 

Fully  conscious  of  his  peril,  he  commenced  vigorously  digging  rifle-pits 
and  rearing  abatis,  while  he  pushed  out  his  pickets  two  or  three  miles  in 
advance.    The  spot  occupied  by  this  partially  intrenched  camp  was  called 
Fair  Oaks,  from  a  beautifril  cluster  of  oak  trees  in  that  vicinity.      The 
country  around  was  swampy,  mostly  covered  with  dense  forestk      The 
railroad   passed  through  these  plains  and  nK>ras8es  in  a  straight  line, 
running  nearly  east  and  west.      Fair  Oaks  was  on  this  railroad.     It  was 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  back  from  here,  on  the  Williamsburg  and  Rich- 
mond Railroad,  that  General  Keyes  was  stationed.     A  road  ran  diagonally 
across,  from  the  railroad  to  the  turnpike.    At  the  junction  of  this  road 
with  the  turnpike,  where  General  K^'^es's  encampttient  was  planted,  there 
was  a,  small  grove  of  pines,  which  gave  the  locafity  the  nan^e  of  Seven 
Ppes.     General  Sumner  was  stfetioned  several  miles  in  the. rear,  on  the* 
other  side  of  the  Chickahominy,  wit*h  about  eight  thousai^d  troops.     The 
remainder  of  the  army  was  scattered  along  the  same  northern  banks  of  the 
stream  for  many  leagues.   The  Chicjcahorainy  was  l)ien  a  roaVing  flood,  tyid 
all  Ijhe  morasses  were  so  flUed,  that  any  rapid  concentration  of  the  army  was 
impossible.     Thus  it  will  Ijq  seen  how  tempting  was  the  bait  presented  to 
the  rebel  generals.      They  availed*  tbem^lves  of  their  opportunity  with 
skill  which  was  6nly  thwarted  by  the  indomitable  heroism  of  the  National 
troops. 

Infantiy  tactics.  Some  time  after  this  be  was  again  engaged  in  Indian  wars,  which  he  conducted 
with  great  energy  and  success.  Upon  the  brei^ing  out  of  the  rebellion,  he  entered  into  the  ser- 
rice  of  his  oountrj  with  the  utmost  zeaL  In  August,  1862,  he  was  appointed  Brig^ier-Grene- 
ral,  and  was  stationed  at  Washington,  to  receive  and  organize  the  volunteer  regiments.  Soob 
after  he  took  command  of  a  division  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  The  progress  of  the  war  has 
developed  few  characters  of  such  high  accomplishment,  and  such  single-hearted  devotion  to  tha 
yf%iias9  of  his  country,  as  General  Oasey. 


CHAPTER   VII. 

THB    BATTLB    AT    PAIR    OAKS. 
(From  Hay  Itth  to  JmM  Sd,  18«1) 

Position  of  Gibneral  0asbt*8  Ditisiok. — Gbvbkals  Kstes,  Ck>uoH,  axd  Sukkkb. — OovcxirTEAnov 
OF  THE  £bbbl& — The  Attaok.— Heroism  of  Casey's  Divwiok. — Effect  of  GAinsxEB. — 
Loss  OF  Bates's  Battery. — Kearney^b  Testimoky.— Promptness  of  Gs2ikral  Sumner. — 
Thb  Charoe  and  tub  Bspdlsb. 

On  the  29th  and  80th  of  May,  detachments  of  the  rebels,  striving  to 
ascertain  the  exact  position  of  our  troops,  attacked  the  National  pickets 
several  times,  and  quite  fiercely ;  but  they  were  driven  back  with  loss. 
During  the  whole  night  of  the  30th,  the  cars  were  heard  running  out  from 
Richmond,  indicating  that  the  enemy  was  approaching  in  large  force.  In 
thetaoming  General  Cadey,  who  had  reason  to  be  very  aAxious,  hasten^  from 
Fair  Oaks  across  to  Seven  Pinesi,  to  inform  General  Keyes  of  the  threaten- 
ing aspect  of  affairs.  They  both  made  all  the  preparation  in  their  power 
to  guard  against  surprise  and  to  r^pel  a  sudden  assault,  though  conscious  - 
that  they  were  liable,  while  beyond  the  reach*  of  any  immediate  help,  to 
be  assailed  by  treble  or  quadruple  thejr  own  nupibers. 

General  Keyes,  according  to  his  statement  before  the  Congressional  * 
Committee,  had  for  several  days  sent  to  General  McClellan  reports  of  his 
condition,  and  of  the  menacing  attitude  of  the  enemy,  and  had  urged  that 
General  Sumner  should  be  sent  across  the  Chickahominy  for  his  support 
For  some  unexplained  reason,  this  request  was  disr^arded.  In  the  mean- 
time, the  rebels  were  making  vigorous  and  secret  preparations  for  a 
resistless  onset.  General  HlQ,  with  sixteen  thousand  men,  was  to  march 
from  Richmond,  along  the  Williamsburg  Road,  towards  Seven  Pines; 
General  Longstreet,  with  sixteen  thousand  more,  was  to  support  his  right 
wing ;  General  Huger,  with  sixteen  thousand  more,  was  appointed  to  pro- 
tect his  left  flank,  prepared  to  fall,  with  all  possible  impetuosity,  upon  the 
right  wing  of  the  National  troops ;  General  Smith,  with  sixteen  thousand 
more,  was  to  make  a  detour  through  the  woods,  to  fall  upon  the  rear  of 
Casey's  division  and  cut  off  their  retreat.  Thus  sixty-four  thousand  men 
were  concentrated  and  put  in  motion  to  overwhebn  the  few  Union  troops  who 
had  been  placed  unprotected  upon  the  Richmond  side  of  the  Chickahominy. 
Such  was  the  generalship  of  the  rebel  officers.  Often,  with  decidedly  infe- 
nor  numbers,  they  so  massed  their  troops  as  to  present  superior  nmnber. 
on  the  field  of  battle.  It  was  indeed  a  fearftd  thunderbolt  which  was  about 
to  burst  upon  the  devoted  camp. 

In  the  earliest  dawn  of  Saturday  morning,  the  31st  of  May,  sixty 
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thousand  rebels  were  tlms  stealthilj  on  the  inarch  for  the  destmction  of 
General  Casey's  corps.  The  military  sagacity  of  General  Casey  enabled 
him  fiiUy  to  comprehend  the  peril  of  his  position.  He  had  remonstrated 
against  liie  exposure,  and  was  now  doing  every  thing  in  his  power  to  pre- 
pare to  meet  an  assault  in  which  no  possible  courage  or  sagacity  could  give 
him  the  victory.  About  11  o'clock  in  the  morning,  a  mounted  vedette 
came  riding  at  full  speed  into  the  camp,  reporting  that  quite  a  large  body 
of  rebel  troops  were  seen  approaching  on  the  Eichmond  Road.  The  firing 
of  the  pickets  almost  immediately  commenced,  and  at  the  same  time  two 
shells  &om  the  rebel  artillery  came  shrieking  through  the  air,  and  fell  be* 
yond  the  encampment. 

The  troops  were  instantly  called  to  arms.  All  the  men  at  work  upon 
the  intreaichments  '^ere  dispatched  to  their  regiments ;  the  artillery  was 
liamessed  up,  the  batteries  placed  in  position,  and  the  One  Hundred  and 
First  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  was  sent  down  the  road  to  check 
the  force  and  support  the  pickets.  Thus  far  no  one  knew  the  magnitude  of 
'^the  advancing  force,  and  it  was  generally  supposed  that  nothing  was  impend' 
'ing  but  one  of  those  diarp  skirmishes  in  which  the  troops  had  engaged  on 
both  the  preceding  days.  The  Pennsylvania  troops,  about  six  hundred  in 
number,  marched  bridsly  along  the  Richmond  Road,  little  imagining  that 
they  were  throwing  themselves  upon  the  bayonets  of  sixteen  thousand 
rebelri.  *  .     •  •  '     • 

■ 

Just  as  this  little  band  of  patnot  troops  emerged  from  the  forest  upon  a 
clearing,  to  their  surprise  and  consternation  they  encountered  an  army  but  a 
few  rods*  before  them,  ahd  were  instantly  assailed  by  a*  murderous  dis- 
charge of  bullets,  whicb.  swept  thickly  as  hailstones  through  their 
ranks.  One-fiith  of  their  whole  i\umber,  at  the  first,  volley,  fell  dead  or 
wounded.  There  was  no  reftige  for  this  handftd  of  men  but  in  precipitate 
flight.  In  twenty  minutes  they  would  have  been  entirely  surrounded, 
and  every  man  would  have  been  killed  or  a  prisoner.  General  McClellan, 
who  was  in  tW  far  rear,  and  wlio  did  not  alwap  know  what  was  going  on  in 
the  front  ranks  of  his  army,  inconsiderately,  and  with  unintentional  cruelty, 
telegraphed  Secretary  Stanton,  that  General  Casey's  division  gave  way 
"  unaccountably  and  discreditably."  The  retreat  of  this  feeble  band,  befpie 
such  overwhelming  numbers,  reflects  not  at  all  upon  their  heroism.  The 
Old  Guard  of  Napoleon,  under  similar  circumstances,  would  have  retired.* 

Thirty-two  thousand  rebels  were  now  in  battle  array,  advancing  upon 
the  small  band  exposed  apparently  to  inevitable  destruction.  Elated  widi 
the  highest  anticipations  of  success,  these  solid  battalions,  with  wild  cheery, 
swept  through  the  woods  and  burst  into  the  clearing,  where  five  thousand 
National  troops  were  waiting  to  receive  them.  The  Union  batteries  in- 
stantly opened  upon  the  rebels,  pouring  a  murderous  fire  into  their  dense 
ranks.  Genial  Casey  ordered  a  charge.  With  a  war-cry  which  rose  loud 
above  the  tumult  of  tlie  batde,  these  heroic  men  sprang  forward  to  throw 

*  "  About  twentj  minutes  to  one  o'clock,  the  enemj  commenoed  the  attack  in  foroe,  supposM 
to  amount  to  thirty-five  thousand  men,  attacking  in  front  and  on  both  flanks.  After  fighting  fbr 
some  time,  the  enemy  continuing  to  come  on  in  foroe,  the  forces  in  fh>nt  fell  back  to  the  rifie-pili, 
aad  foufl^^epe  until  nearly  surrounded.'* — Rtfo/riof  Oomgrusiofwd  OommiUK^  p.  10. 


BAiTue  Of  r 


8&  CIYIL    WAR    IN    AlCERIGA. 

themselves  upon  a  foe  outnumbering  them  seven  or  eight  to  one.  Leaping  a 
rail-fence  in  their  way,  they  were  promptly  within  the  same  enclosure  with 
the  rebels.  Arrested  in  their  charge  by  the  awfdl  storm  of  lead  and  iron 
hurled  into  their  faces,  they  manfiiUy  kept  their  ranks,  slowly  falling  back 
while  keeping  up  an  incessant  fire.  The  rebels,  emboldened  by  their 
numbers,  pressed  on  with  courage  which  excited  tlie  admiration  of  their 
foes. 

The  National  batteries  threw,  at  point-blank  range,  what  are  called 
"  spherical  case-shot."  This  destructive  missile  is  composed  of  a  canister 
containing  seventy-six  musket-balls,  with  a  charge  of  powder  in  the  centre, 
which  is  ignited  by  a  fuze.  The  canister  or  ball,  when  it  leaves  the 
gun,  operates  like  an  ordinary  solid  shot.  It  ploughs  its  way  through  the 
masses  of  the  foe,  and  then,  exploding,  hurls  the  bullets  in  all  directions^ 
with  almost  as  much  deadly  power  as  if  thrown  from  a  rifle.  There  were 
four  National  batteries,  which,  with  unerring  aim,  threw  from  sixty  to 
eighty  of  these  shot  each  minute  into  the  ranks  of  the  advancing  foe.  And 
still  the  rebels,  notwithstanding  the  frightful  gaps  made  in  their  lines, 
marched  imhesitatingly  on,  closing  the  ever-opening  chasms,  apparently,  as 
r^ardless  of  these  terrible  missiles  as  of  snow-flakes. 

Five  thousand  men,  in  comparatively  an  open  field,  could  do  but  little  to 
retard  the  advance  of  sixteen  thousand,  or  rather  of  thirty-two  thousand, 
for  two  divisions  of  the  rebels  were  united  in  this  attack.  Onward  the  long 
encircling,  unwavering  line  of  the  enemy  advanced,  until  within  twenty 
yards  of  Spratt's  battery.  The  brave  artillerists  then  delivered  their  last  fire, 
and  not  till  then,  at  the  order  of  their  commander,  retired.  As  every  horse 
was  either  killed  or  wounded,  the  four  guns  could  not  be  withdrawn.  Such 
was  the  reception  which  this  heroic  band  of  five  thousand  men  gave  to 
thirty-two  thousand  rebels,  marching  in  line  upon  them,  while  there  were 
thirty-two  thousand  more  advancing  to  assail  them  in  flank  and  rear. 
The  National  troops  now  retreated  about  a  third  of  a  mile  back  to  their 
second  line,  consisting  of  rifle-pits  and  a  redoubt.  The  rebels  halted  a 
moment  to  secure  the  captured  cannon,  and  again  advanced,  pouring  in, 
from  their  dense  long  line  of  artillery  and  infantry,  incessant  volleys  of 
bullets  and  shells.  Within  the  redoubt  Bates's  battery  was  stationed. 
Here  the  battle  was  renewed  with  the  most  determined  obstinacy. 

In  every  army  there  are  some  of  timid  natures,  who  skulk  in  the  hour 
of  peril ;  but  the  troops  of  General  Casey,  inspired  by  the  heroism  of  their 
leader,  generally  fought  with  determination  which  would  have  done  honor 
to  veterans.  Tor  more  than  three  hours  these  brave  men  maintained  their 
ground  without  a  single  raiment  being  sent  to  reenforce  them,  and  yet 
there  was  an  army  of  nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  troops  en- 
camped almost  wijdiin  sound  of  their  guns.  A  more  heroic  fight  than  waa 
thus  waged  by  General  Casey's  little  band  has  not  been  witnessed  during 
the  progress  of  the  war.* 

"■"  « t(  The  redoubt  at  Seven  Pines  was  surrounded  and  its  defenders  fellyaliantly.  Here,  among 
•thers,  Colonel  Bailejr,  of  the  Artillery,  met  a  glorious  death  among  liis  guns.  The  redoubt  waa 
earried,  and  the  Northern  troops  fell  into  some  oonAision.  In  rain  did  Generals  Keyes'  and 
Kagl^  make  a  thousand  efforts  to  nJXj  their  troops.    Thej  were  wholly  disregarded.    At  this 
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At  the  redoubt  where  the  troops  made  their  second  stand  th'ere  were 
two  batteries  in  position — Bates's  and  Fitch's.  The  new  line  which  the 
Union  troops  here  formed  extended  from  the  Williamsburg  road  a  few 
rods  northward*  The  enemy  halted  a  moment  to  re-form  their  line,  and 
then,  with  four  batteries  in  advance,  resumed  their  slow,  steady,  resistless 
chai^ge.  Both  the  rebel  and  patriot  batteries  were  worked  with  the  utmost 
rapidity,  and  every  infantry  soldier  in  both  Armies  loaded  and  fired  as 
quickly  as  possible.  Sublimely,  as  an  ocean  billow,  the  mighty  rebel  host 
moved  on,  regardless  of  mutilation  and  death,  and,  sweeping  over  the 
ramparts,  after  a  conflict  brief  but  of  terrific  fierceness,  captured  the  re- 
doubt. 

It  was,  as  we  have  stated,  about  a  third  of  a  mile  from  the  first  line  of 
battle  to  this  second  redoubt,  which  was  now  lost.  Half  a  mile 
fEirther  in  the  rear.  General  Couch's  troops  were  drawn  up  in  line.  Gen- 
eral Casey's  decimated  band,  exhausted  and  bleeding,  yet  dragging  with 
them  Fitch's  battery,  leaving  Bates's  battery  behind  them,  retreated  through 
General  Couch's  lines,  and,  sheltered  by  them,  re-formed  in  their  rear. 
Three  hours  and  a  half  had  passed.  During  all  this  time  General  Casey's 
division  had  held  the  enemy  in  check,  without  a  single  man  being  sent 
to  his  aid.  There  was  surely  grievous  fault  somewhere.  But  for  this 
heroic  resistance,  the  troops  on  the  other  or  northern  bank  of  the  Chicka- 
hominy  would  have  met  with  a  fearful  repulse.  The  almost  unequalled 
severity  of  the  battle  is  evinced  by  the  fact,  that  out  of  eighty-four  officers 
and  sixteen  hundred  and  sixty-nine  men  of  the  first  brigade  taken  into 
action,  thirty-five  officers  and  six  hundred  and  three  men  were  killed, 
wounded,  or  taken  prisoners* 

The  rebels  halted  a  moment  at  the  deserted  camp,  and  at  four  o'clock 
again  resumed  their  march  for  General  Couch's  line  of  battle.  General 
Couch  had  rapidly  formed  his  line,  eight  thousand  strong,  with  artillery, 
and  he  was  at  that  moment  being  reenforced  by  General  Heintzelman's 
corps  of  sixteen  thousand  men,  giving  him  a  force  of  twenty-four  thousand 
men.  With  these  he  was  to  encounter  thirty-two  thousand  rebels,  advancing 
upon  him  in  front  under  Generals  Hill  and  Longstreet,  and  another 
division  of  sixteen  thousand  under  General  Smith,  marching  upon  his  flank 
down  the  Nine-Mile  Boad  to  the  Old  Tavern.  The  road  was  so  called  be- 
cause it  was  nine  miles  by  that  road  from  Seven  Pines  to  Kichmond.  There 
were  thus  forty-eight  thousand  rebels  marching  against  twenty-four  thous- 
and patriots. 

It  was  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  General  Couch  had  tlu^own  up  a 
few  slight  intrenchments,  and  the  ground  was  somewhat  in  his  favor.  His 
line  was  formed  a  little  north  of  the  Williamsburg  road,  with  liis  right 
flank  upon  the  railroad.  The  rebels  advanced  obliquely,  so  as  to  bring  the 
main  impetus  of  their  assault  upon  General  Couch's  right  wing.    Troops 

noomont  thej  peroeiyed  a  gmaU  battaUon  of  F^nch  troops,  known  as  the  *  Gardes  Lafajetta,* 
aUndiDg  in  good  order.  The  generals  rode  up  to  it,  put  themselves  at  its  head,  charged  the  en- 
emj  and  retook  a  battery.  The  battalion  lost  a  fourth  of  its  numbers  In  this  diarge ;  but  like 
genuine  Frenohmen,  the  same  all  the  world  over,  thej  cried — *Thejr  maj  call  us  Gardes  la  four' 
.dt€tU  now,  if  tfaey  like,'  in  allusion  to  an  unoomplimentarj  nickname  which  had  been  bestowed 
upon  them.** — Army  of  iht  Fiftomac,  hy  the  Prince  de  Joinvitte,  p.  73. 
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M'ere  promptly  sent  to  strengthen  the  point  of  attack  At  hal^past 
fbor  the  roar  of  battle  again  commenced.  Face  to  face,  but  a  fe# 
yards  apart,  the  two  hostile  lines  poured  upon  each  other  the  most  deadly 
fire.  The  carnage  on  both  sides  was  dreadful.  A  heavy  cloud  of  smoke 
hung  over  the  combatants.  Every  mim  on  both  sides  was  engaged.  Even 
General  Casey's  exhausted  corps,  which  had  re-formed  in  the  rear,  heroically 
came  forward  to  aid  their  comrades.  The  ground  was  literally  covered 
with  the  dead  and  the  dying.  The  flash  of  artillery,  the  whistling  of 
bullets,  the  shriek  of  shells,  and  the  uninta?mitted  thunder  of  the  battle, 
presented  a  spectacle  of  awful  sublimity. 

General  Peck  now  came  to  the  rescue.  With  two  Pennsylvania  regi- 
ments he  passed  through  an  open  field  swept  by  a  showar  of  balls,  and, 
forming  in  line  across  the  Nine-Mile  Road,  poured  in  a  retry  destructive 
fire  upon  the  foe.  For  half  an  hour  General  Peck  held  his  post  agidnst  a 
force  vastly  outnumbering  his  own.  Gradually,  however,  they  wwe  forced 
to  retire,  but  not  until  they  had  inflicted  a  severe  loss  upon  the  rebels.  Gen- 
eral Peck  had  his  horse  shot  under  him. 

The  valor  was  equal  on  either  side.  But  the  rebels  greatly  out- 
numbered us.  It  was  impossible  to  resist  their  advance.  Onward  they 
moved,  bending  their  wings  like  a  crescent  to  surround  the  patriots.  Again 
retreat  only  could  save  firom  destruction.  Slowly,  stubbornly,  in  good 
order,  contesting  every  inch  of  the  way,  the  troops  retired  along  the 
"Williamsburg  road,  vigorously  pursued  by  the  rebels.  Night  was  now  at 
hand,  and  a  drizzling  rain  began  to  ^Bill  fix>m  the  clouds  which  had  been 
gathering  over  the  battle-field.  It  was  indeed  a  dark  and  gloomy  hour. 
Still  there  were  no  indications  of  despondency,  or  of  any  disposition  to 
yield  to  a  panic.  It  was  hoped  every  moment  that  General  Sumner,  who 
was  known  to  be  not  far  distant,  woidd  appear  upon  the  field  with 
efficient  reenforcements.  * 

About  half-past  five  o'clock.  General  Bimey,  with  one  of  the  brigades 
of  General  Kearney's  division,  succeeded  in  joining  General.  Couch's  corps, 
by  a  very  resolute  march,  which  entitled  1dm  to  much  praise.  Genersi 
Sumner  was  encamped,  that  morning,  at  New  Bridge,  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Chickahominy.  The  recent  rains  had  swollen  the  river  to  a  foaming 
torrent',  and  swept  away  several  bridges.  About  three  o'clock  in  the  after^ 
noon.  General  Sumner  received  an  order  to  cross  the  river  immediately; 
and  march  as  speedily  as  possible  to  tiie  aid  of  the  troops,  who  were  every 
moment  in  peril  of  being  overwhelmed. 

The  vigilant  general  was  anxiously  waiting  for  this  order,  and  imme- 
diately moved  forward  with  his  troops,  at  the  double-quick.  It  required 
a  long  time  to  cross  the  river.  The  roads  through  the  bordering  swampa 
were  horrible.  It  was  five  miles  to  the  scene  of  conflict  from  his  camp, 
which  he  occupied  with  General  Sedgwick.  With  eight  thousand  troops 
and  several  pieces  of  artillery.  Generals  Sumner  and  SedgMrick,  through 

*  General  Eearnej',  the  brayest  of  the  braTe,  thus  vpe^ks  in  his  oflQoial  report  of  General 
Oesej's  troops : — "As  it  was,  Ossejr's  dirision  held  its  Une  of  battle  for  more  than  three  hour% 
nd  the  execution  done  upon  the  enem/  was  shown  hf  the  number  of  the  rebel  dead  left  upom 
the  field  after  the  enemj  had  held  poesesaioa  of  it  for  upwards  of  twentj-four  hours." 
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the  rain  and  the  mud,  proBsed  forward  with  the  ntmoet  possible  energy. 
Every  soldier  was  roused  to  the  highest  pitch  of  exertion.  The  anxious 
soldiers,  so  heroically  struggling  in  the  desperate  fight  at  Seven  Pines, 
0ftw  at  length,  on  their  right,  a  column  of  troops  approaching  on  the  ftdl 
run.  The  shout,  "  It  is  General  Sumner,*^  ran  along  the  lines.  It  was, 
indeed,  a  glad  sight. 

With  renewed  vigor,  the  patriots,  slowly  retiring,  retarded  the  advance 
of  the  foe.  The  rebels  pressed  on,  not  with  cheers,  but  with  their  peculiar 
yell  borrowed  by  the  frontiersmen  from  the  Indians.  In  the  midst  of 
their  success,  a  fragment  of  a  sheH  struck  General  J.  E.  Johnston^  their 
Commander-in-Chief,  and  hurled  him,  fatally  wounded,  fit)m  his  horse. 
This  created  great  confusion  in  the  rebel  ranks,  which  was  increased  by  the 
intelligence  that  a  large  patriot  reenforcement  was  about  to  attack  them 
on  their  left.  General  Sumner^  regiments  came  up  on  the  double-quick, 
one  by  one,  and  ranged  themselves  in  line  of  battle.  They  had  but  just 
taken  their  positions,  when  the  rebels,  in  immense  strength,  were  seen  ad- 
vancing through  the  woods.  They  came  from  the  edge  of  the  forest  into 
the  cleared  land,  and,  dropping  upon  their  knees,  delivered  their  first  fire. 
The  well-trained  National  soldiers  threw  fliemselves  upon  their  faces. 
The  storm  of  musket-balls  swept  over  Aem.  "  It  sounded,^  said  one  who 
was  present,  "  like  the  fierce  crashing  of  the  wind  through  the  rigging  of 
t  storm-tossed  ship.'' 

The  patriots,  instantly  jumping  up,  poured  in  their  return  fire,  in 
lupid  volleys  of  musketry  and  artillery.  General  Sumner,  with  gray  hair 
streaming  in  the  wind,  rode  up  and  down  the  lines,  encouraging  the  men 
to  the  utmost  possible  rapidity  and  accuracy  in  loading  and  firing.  The 
rebels,  exultant  in  their  vast  superiority  of  numbers,  were  formed  for  a 
charge.  On  they  came,  roaring,  and  apparently  resistless.  As  they  rushed 
<m,  they  poured  in  an  incessant  fire.  Captain  Brady,  in  charge  of  one  of 
the  patriot  batteries,  thus  graj^ically  describes  the  scene  at  this  mo- 
ment : — 

^*  Men  fell  and  horses  were  cut  down  around  my  guns.  But  still  there 
was  no  eeaeatiofi  in  the  cry  for  ^canister;'  and  the  hurrying  to  and 
fro  for  more,  with  the  mad  gesticulating  of  Ihe  sweating  rammers,  as  they 
sent  home  the  charges,  made  a  wild  scene.  ^  Canister  is  out '  caught  my 
ear.  In  an  instant,  I  simg  out,  unthinking, '  Shell  without  fuze.'  The 
next  moment  our  guns  belched  forth  burstiBg  shell  and  ^herical  ease 
right  in  the  fkce  of  the  enemy.  Just  at  this  critical  junction  they  charged, 
advancing  half  way  into  the  field,  right  on  our  guns,  scarce  twenty  yards 
from  the  muzzle — but  no  farther.  The  ^  rotten  shot,'  ba  one  of  the  poor 
vebela  graphically  termed  it,  was  too  much  for  th^n.  Ko  one  could  stand, 
for  it  flew  every  way.  Those  that  charged  were  buried  there  the  next 
morning." 

Essentially  the  same  scene  was  witnessed  along  the  whole  line  oi  bat- 
tie.  Twice  the  rebels  charged ; — twice  they  were  repulsed.  Tb^e  was  al 
third  feeble  attempt,  when  the  rebels,  overwhelmed  by  the  dreadftil  car- 
nage, broke  and  fled  back  precipitately  through  the  woods,  leaving  their 
dead  and  wounded  on  the  field.     General  Sumner's  division  pursued  the 
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routed  foe,  with  the  bayonet,  as  far  as  Fair  Oaks  station.     Here  night 
terminated  the  conflict* 

The  battle  had  raged  over  a  wide-spread  field.  No  one  knew  of  the 
result,  save  what  his  own  eyes  had  beheld.  Patriots  and  rebels,  utterly  ex- 
hausted, threw  themselves  upon  the  groimd  wherever  they  chanced  to  be, 
among  the  dead  and  the  dying.  Blood,  woe,  death,  made  tacit  truce 
for  the  night.  General  Johnston,  by  throwing  his  whole  force  upon  the 
National  divisions  which  had  crossed  the  Chickahominy,  intended  to  crush 
them  before  they  could  receive  assistance.  The  heroic  defence  of  Gene- 
ral Casey,  and  the  furious  onslaught  of  General  Sumner,  thwarted  this 

plan.t 

The  dying  and  the  dead  covered  the  ground  for  miles.  The  groans  of 
the  wounded  ascended  dismally  through  the  night  air.  Both  parties,  now 
slumbering  upon  the  wet  sod,  or  groping  their  way  for  commanding  posi- 
tions, were  preparing  for  the  renewal  of  the  strife  with  the  first  dawn 
of  the  Sabbath  morning.  The  Prince  de  Joinville  thus  comments  upon 
this  important  battle : — 

^'  Some  persons  thought  then,  and  think  still,  that  if,  instead  of  Sumner 
alone,  all  the  divisions  of  the  right  wing  had  been  ordered  to  cross  the  river, 
the  order  could  have  been  executed.  It  is  easy  to  see  what  must  have  hap- 
pened if,  instead  of  fifteen  thousand,  fifty  thousand  men  had  been  thrown 
upon  Johnston's  flank.  Sumner's  bridge,  no  doubt,  would  not  havesufSiced 
for  the  passage  of  such  a  force.  But  several  other  bridges  were  ready  to 
be  thrown  across  at  other  points.  Not  a  moment  should  have  been  lost  in 
fixing  them.  No  regard  should  have  been  paid  to  the  efforts  of  the  enemy 
to  prevent  this.  Johnston  had  paraded  a  brigade,  ostentatiously,  as  a 
sort  of  scarecrow,  at  the  points  which  were  most  fitting  for  this  enterprise. 

*  '*  But  exactly  at  this  moment,  six  e*ck>dc  P.  x^  new  actors  come  upon  the  stage.  Snmner, 
who  has  at  last  passed  tlie  rirer  with  Sedgwick's  division,  on  the  bridge  built  by  his  troops,  and 
who,  with  a  soldier's  instinct,  has  marched  strcught  to  the  cannon,  through  the  woods,  suddenly 
appears  upon  the  flank  of  the  hostile  cdumn,  which  is  tryiug  to  cut  off  Heintzelman  and  Keyea. 
He  plants  in  a  clearing  a  battery  which  he  has  succeeded  in  bringing  up.  His  guns  are  not  rifled 
guns,  the  rage  of  the  hour,  fit  only  to  be  fired  hi  cool  blood,  and  at  long  range,  in  an  open  coun- 
try;  they  are  real  fighting  guns,  old  twelre-pound  howitzers,  carrymg  either  a  round  prqjectile 
which  ricochets  and  rolls,  or  a  good  dose  of  grape.  The  simple  and  rapid  fire  of  these  pieces 
makes  a  terrible  hayoc  in  the  hostile  ranks.  In  vain  Johnston  sends  up  his  best  troops  against 
this  battery,  the  flower  of  South  Oarcdina,  indudhig  the  Hampton  Legion ;  in  vain  does  h» 
oome  upon  the  field  in  person.  Nothing  can  shake  the  Federal  ranks.  When  night  falls, 
it  was  the  Federals  who,  bayonet  in  hand,  and  gallantly  led  by  Sumner  himself^  charged  furiously 
upon  the  foe,  and  drove  him  before  them  with  fearM  slaughter  as  £ur  as  Fair  Oaks  station.** — 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  by  the  Prince  de  JoinvilUf  p.  74. 

t  "  A  few  days  before  the  battle  of  Seven  Pines,  contrary  to  the  advice  of  General  Keyee  and 
Qeneral  Casey,  the  division  (of  General  Casey)  was  ordered  three-quarters  of  a  mile  to  the  fronts 
within  six  miles  of  Richmond,  his  pickets  extending  within  five  miles.  They  had  no  support  on 
their  right  or  their  left,  the  remainder  of  the  corps  to  which  they  belonged  (Keyes*s)  being  in  their 
rear.  About  eleven  o*cloclc  on  the  mommg  of  the  21st,  the  pickets  reported  the  enemy  approach* 
ing,  and  an  aide  of  General  Johnston  was  captured,  with  important  papers  upon  him.  General 
Oasey,  with  this  ude  and  his  general  officer  of  the  day,  went  to  General  Eeyes  and  reported  thm 
circumstances  to  him.  General  Keyes  testifies  that  for  some  days  before  the  attack  he  sent  to 
General  McClellan  reports  of  his  condition,  the  threatening  attitude  of  the  enemy,  and  urged  that 
Sumner  be  sent  across  to  his  support.  This  was  not  done,  however,  until  after  the  attack  oovct' 
menced.'*— iiSsp^^  of  the  Congretiional  CommiUee  on  the  OperaHona  of  the  Army  of  (he  Potomac 
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But  the  stake  was  so  yast,  the  result  to  be  sought  after  so  important,  the 
occasion  so  unexpected,  and  so  favorable  for  striking  a  decisive  blow,  that, 
in  our  judgment,  nothing  should  have  prevented  the  army  from  attempt- 
ing this  operation  at  every  risk.  Here  again  it  paid  the  penalty  of  that 
American  tardiness,  which  is  more  marked  in  the  character  of  the  army 
than  in  that  of  its  leader.  It  was  not  till  seven  in  the  evening  that  the 
resolution  was  taken  of  throwing  over  all  the  bridges,  and  passing  the  whole 
army  over  by  daybreak,  to  the  right  bank.  It  was  too  Jate.  Four  hours 
had  been  lost,  and  the  opportunity,  that  nioment  which  is  ever  more  fugi- 
tive in  war  than  in  any  other  occupation  of  life,  had  taken  wing."* 

About  midnight  the  Union  troops  heard  distinctly  the  words  of  com- 
mand of  the  rebel  oflScers,  as  they  were  arranging  their  forces  for  the  attack 
of  the  next  day*  At  the  same  time  hundreds  of  axes  were  heard,  felling 
treea  to  protect  the  front  of  the  rebels  from  the  advance  of  the  patriots. 
Just  at  daybreak,  a  mounted  rebel  orderly  rode  out  of  the  woods,  and,  mis- 
taking a  National  for  a  rebel  brigade,  asked  a  colonel  for  General  Ander- 
ion.  "  Here  he  is,"  was  the  reply ;  "  what  do  you  want  with  him  t"  "  I 
have  a  dispatch  for  him  from  General  Pryor^^'  Much  to  his  consternation, 
he  was  informed  that  he  was  in  the  National  lines,  and  that  he  was  a  pris- 
(mer. 

*  In  referenoe  to  this  char^  *'  of  that  American  tardiness,  which  is  more  marked  in  the 
cbaraeter  of  the  nrnj  than  in  that  of  its  leader,"  the  testunonj  given  to  the  Oongressioiial  Oom- 
mittee  in  referenee  to  the  oorps  of  General  Sumner  is  in  point:— 

**  During  the  battle  General  Sumner,  whose  oorps  was  on  the  left  banks  of  the  Ghiokahominj, 
was  ordered  by  General  MoClellau  to  Jhold  hia  forces  in  reatUnese  to  cross.  General  Sumner  not 
only  did  that,  but  ai  once  called  out  his  forces^  and  moved  (hem  until  the  heads  of  the  cdkmins  were  at 
Ae  bridges  ready  to  crosSy  thereby  saiving  between  one  and  two  hours,  When  the  order  came  to  cross, 
be  immediately  moved  his  (broes  m  the  direction  of  the  battle-field,  came  up  with  aad  engaged  the 
ttomj,  4uid  relieved  the  pressure  of  the  troops  engaged  upon  his  left."— iSep^r^  cf  Oongressional 
0nmnMe«f  p.  10. 
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At  length  tbe  Sabbath  morning  sun  dawned  upon  the  two  armies  pre- 
l^ared  for  ^e  renewal  of  the  strife.  It  was  the  first  day  of  June.  It  is  ai 
memorable  fact,  so  often  observed  as  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  most 
■eeptieal,  that  rarely  has  any  party,  during  this  war,  made  the  attack  on. 
the  Sabbath  without  being  defeated.  The  rebels,  witli  the  earliest  light, 
came  rushing  on  in  vast  masses,  feeling  sure  of  an  easy  victory.  The  pa- 
triots, conscious  of  their  great  inferiority  in  numbers,  and  almost  despair- 
ing of  reenforcements,  attempted  but  little  more  than  to  beat  back  the 
rebels  and  maintain  their  ground.  Silently,  but  with  the  fiercest  deter- 
mination, they  maintained  the  unequal  conflict.  Whenever  they  were  too 
hardly  pressed  by  the  ibe,  they  charged  with  the  bayonet 

About  six  o^dock  in  the  morning.  General  Heintselman,  who  com^ 
manded  the  National  force  <m  the  left,  prepared  for  a  diarge.  G^erab 
Hooker  and  Sickles  were  ready,  each  with  the  dashing  courage  of  a  Ma- 
rat, to  lead  the  assault.  General  Patterson's  Kew  Jersey  Brigade  was 
also  conspicuous  in  this  majestic  onset.  At  the  word  of  command,  with 
fixed  bayonets,  and  pouring  forth  incessant  volleys  of  grape,  canister,  and 
musketry,  they  moved  onward,  driving  the  enemy  in  confusion  before 
them.  For  nearly  a  mile  they  advanced  in  an  unbroken  tide  of  victory. 
At  the  same  time.  General  Meagher  attacked  and  drove  back,  in  a  demor- 
alized mass,  the  rebels  on  the  right.  Soon  the  whole  National  line,  with 
loud  cheers,  was  advancing,  pouring  its  deadly  volleys  into  the  retreat- 
ing foe.  The  rebels  were  driven  tumultuously  through  the  patriot  camp, 
which  they  had  captured,  and  for  a  mile  beyond  Seven  Pines,  to  Fair  Oaks. 
There  the  pursuit  was  relinquished,  and  the  Union  troops  again  took  pos- 
session of  the  ground  from  which  they  had  been  driven.  General  Heint- 
zelman  was  now  in  the  advance,  on  the  Williamsburg  road,  and  General 
Sumner  on  the  railroad.  In  a  state  of  inextricable  confusion,  the  rebels 
fled  through  the  immense  forests.  "  What  might  not  have  happened,'' 
says  the  Prince  de  Joinville,  "  if,  at  this  moment,  the  thirty-five  thousand 
fresh  troops  on  the  other  bank  of  the  Chickahominy  could  have  appeared 
upon  the  flank  of  this  disordered  army  t^  The  characteristic  storjr  is  told 
of  General  Heintzelman,  that,  in  the  midst  of  this  tremendous  conflict,  a 
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Kew  York  ix^nel,  whose  name  we  regret  not  to  know,  who  had  been  ab- 
sent from  Us  regiment  on  picket  duty,  came  hurrying,  with  true  heroism, 
to  the  Oeneral,  with  two  companies,  earnestly  inquiring  where  he  oould 
find  his  brigade.  ^'  That,  Colonel,  I  cannot  tell,"  the  general  coolly  replied ; 
^but  if  it  is  fighting  yon  want,  just  go  in,  Colonel :  th^^  is  jdenty  of 
good  fighting  all  along  the  lines.'' 

The  usdess,  firuitless  battle  was  ended*  A  great  victory  was  achieved, 
from  which  no  results  were  obtained.  "  While  it  was  raging  this  day," 
says  the  Congressional  Beport,  ^^  General  McClellan  was  with  the  main 
part  of  the  army,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Chickahorainy.  After  the  fight- 
ing was  over,  he  came  across  to  the  right  bank  of  the  Hver."  The  cheers 
engaged  in  the  battle,  who  have  be^i  examined,  testify,  ^^  that  the  army 
oould  have  pushed  right  on  to  the  city  of  Richmond,  witli  little  resistance." 
But  Glen«-al  McClellan  declined  moving  forward  a  distance  of  four  miles, 
stating,  as  his  reason,  that  the  roads  were  bad,  and  the  water  in  the  river 
high. 

Upon  a  field  scarcely  a  mile  square,  between  seven  and  ^ht  thousand 
dead  and  wounded  men  were  lying.  Many  had  been  mutilated  by  the 
trampling  of  charging  squadrons  for  twenty-four  hours.  Multitudes^ 
wounded  early  in  the  battle,  had  perished  for  want  of  attention.  Others 
had  crawled  away  from  the  surgings  of  the  fight,  leaving  a  trail  of  blood 
behind  them,  to  seek  such  shdter  beneath  the  trees  pr  in  the  swamps  as 
could  he  reached.  Their  groans  attracted  the  fatigue  parties  searching  for 
them,  who  bore  them  back  on  str^tdkers  op  in  ambulances  to  Savage's  Sta- 
tion, in  the  rear.  Eebels  and  patriots,  placed  on  an  equality  by  wounds 
and  death,  were  treated  with  like  humanity  by  the  victors.  - 

"  Ah,  Pwish,"  says  the  Prince  de  Jqinville,  "  that  all  those  who,  care- 
less of  the  past,  and  urged  on  by  I  know  not  what  selfish  calculations,  who 
have  encouraged  this  fatal  slaveholders'  rebellion^  could  have  looked  in 
person  npon  this  fratricidal  strife.  I  oould  ask,  as  a  just  punishment,  that 
they  ^ould  be  condemned  togaze  upon.that  fearful  battle-field,  where  the 
dead  and  dying  were  piled  up  by  thousands.  What  varieties  of  misery  I 
The  houses  were  too  few  to  contain  even  a  small  minority  of  the  wounded. 
They  w^e  necessarily  heaped  up  around  the  field.  Though  they  uttered 
no  complaints,  their  exposure,  under  the  burning  mid-day  sun  of  June,  soon 
became  intolerable.  Then  they  were  to  be  seen  gathering  up  what  little 
strength  was  left  to  them,  and  crawling  about  in  search  of  a  little  shade. 
I  shall  never  forget  a  rose-bush  in  frdl  bloom,  the  perfumed  flowers  of 
which  I  was  admiring  while  I  talked  with  a  friend,  when  he  pointed  out 
to  me,  under  the  foliage,  one  of  these  poor  creatures,  who  had  just  drawn 
his  last  breath.  We  looked  at  one  another  in  silence,  our  hearts  filled  with 
the  most  painftil  emotions.  Sad  scenes  I  from  which  the  pen  of  the  writer, 
like  the  eye  of  the  spectator,  hastens  to  turn  away."* 

The  sadness  of  these  burial  scenes  cannot  be  imagined.  During  night 
•and  day  they  were  continued,  for  nearly  a  week,  as  parties  explored  the 

*  *'  I  cannot  refndn  from  mentioning  here  a  most  characteristic  incident.  Newspaper  renders 
were  crying  the  latest  New  York  papers  on  the  battle-field,  during  the  battle,  and  thej  found 
bajerB.** — Prmee  d$  JoinvUU, 
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battle-field,  gathering  the  remains,  which  had  already  beeome  loathsome 
through  corruption.  Upon  one  place,  not  forty  feet  square,  fiftynseven 
dead  rebels  were  found.  The  wounded  in  the  vicinity  b^ged  piteously 
that  the  dead  might  be  removed,  as  the  sight  and  stench  were  intolerable. 
The  wounded  were  so  numerous,  that,  in  many  cases,  forty-eight  hours 
elapsed  before  they  could  be  attended  to.  When  they  all  were  collected, 
they  covered  nearly  three  acres  of  open  lawn.  How  awful  the  scene  in  the 
hospital  tent  I  Ghastly  wounds  were  probed,  and  bullets  cut  from  quivering 
nerves,  and  mutilated,  inflamed  limbs  amputated,  while  stout  men  shrieked 
in  irrepressible  agony  beneath  the  keen  cutting  blade.  The  loss  was 
heavy  on  both  sides.  The  North,  it  is  estimated,  lost  about  six  thousand, 
and  the  South  at  least  ten  thousand  men.  Both  parties  gained  a  victory. 
Both  parties  suflTered  a  defeat.  The  rebels,  however,  met  with  the  final 
repulse,  and  were  entirely  thwarted  in  the  plan  which  they  had  attempted 
to  carry  into  execution. 

It  is  a  truth  not  to  be  concealed,  that  in  our  army  there  were  many 
sui^eons  who  were  merely  brutal  wretches.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  for  the 
sake  of  humanity,  that  the  soldiers  will  remember  them,  and  hold  them 
up  to  the  execration  of  the  world.  They  ought  not  to  escape  without  the 
punishment  of  universal  scorn  and  contempt.  But  there  were  others  who 
were  like  ministering  angels  of  mercy.  They  avoided  np  peril  and  no  fa- 
tigue, that  they  .might  relieve  the  misery  around*  them.  Among  those  who, 
after  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  rendered  themselves  conspicuous  for  their 
humanity,,  may  be  mentioned  Doctors  Page  and  Hall,  of  Boston,  Doctor  ,  " 
Bliss,  of  Michigan,  and  Doctor  Swinburne,  oi  Albany.  T'here  were, 
doubtless,  others  equally  entitled  to  honorable  mention,  and  whose  un- 
r8c<>rded  good  deeds  God  will  ren^ember  and  reward.  •  ' 

After  the  battle  of  Sevc^i  Pines,  the  troops  remained  for  several  days . 
without  any  essentia^  change  in-  the.  positions  they  occupied  General 
McClellan's'  army  still '  remained  astride  ihe  Ghickahominy. '  Four  corps 
were  on  the  Richmond  side  x)f  the  fiver,  arid  one  on  the  ether  side.  To 
guard  against  another  such  surprise  as  that  at  Fair  Oaks,  large  masses  of  Na- 
tional troops  were  kept  together,  supported  by  strong  intrenchments.  It 
seems  that  General  McClellan,  after  the  signal  repulse  of  the  foe,  contem- 
plated an  immediate  movement  upon  Richmond.  The  day  after  the  battle, 
on  the  2d  of  June,  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War  :-r- 

"The  enemy  attacked,  with  force  and  with  great  spirit,  yesterday  morn- 
ing, but  were  everywhere  most  signally  repulsed  with  great  loss.  Our 
troops  charged  fi^uently  on  both  days, -and  uniformly  broke  the  enemy. 
The  result  is,  that  our  left  is  within  four  miles  of  Richmond.  I  only  wait 
for  the  river  to  fall,  to  cross  with  the  rest  of  the  force,  and  make  a  general 
attack.  Should  I  find  them  holding  firm  in  a  very  strong  position,  I  may 
wait  for  what  troops  I  can  bring  up  from  Fortress  Monroe.  But  the  morala 
of  my  troops  is  now  such,  that  I  can  venture  much.  I  do  not  fear  for 
odds  against  me.  The  victory  is  complete,  and  all  credit  is  due  to  our 
officers  and  men." 

Still  General  McClellan  continued  to  implore  that  reenforcements 
might  be  sent  him.    In  response  to  these  importunities,  on  the  2d  of 
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June,  General  McCall's  division  of  General  McDowell'0  corps  was 
ordered  to  the  Chickahominj.  General  McDowell  was  also  directed  to 
move  down  by  land  from  Fredericksburg  to  the  Peninsula,  that  he  might 
co-operate  in  every  way  in  his  power  with  General  McClellan,  while  still 
General  McDowell  was  to  retain  his  independent  command.  This  ar- 
rangement, however,  was  not  at  all  satisfactory  to  General  McClellan,  for 
on  the  16th  of  June,  he  telegraphed  the  Secretary  of  War : — 

"  It  ought  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  McDowell  and  his  troops 
are  completely  under  my  control.  I  received  a  telegram  from  him,  request- 
ing that  McCalPs  division  might  be  placed  so  as  to  join  him  immediately 
upon  his  arrival.  That  request  does  not  breathe  the  proper  spirit. 
Whatever  troops  come  to  me  must  be  disposed  of  so  as  to  do  most  good. 
I  do  not  feel  that,  in  such  circumstances  as  those  in  which  I  am  now  placed, 
General  McDowell  should  wish  the  general  interest  to  be  sacrificed  for  the 
purpose  of  increasing  his  command.  If  I  cannot  fully  control  all  his 
troops,  I  want  none  of  them,  but  would  prefer  to  fight  the  battle  with 
what  I  have,  and  let  others  be  responsible  for  the  results."* 

Still,  days  and  weeks  passed  away^  and  there  was  no  decisive  movements 
On  the  20th  of  June,  General  McClellan  gave  to  the  Adjutant-General  the 
following  statement  as  to  the  strength  of  his  army<  Present  for  duty, 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  tl^ousand  one  hundred  and  two ;  q>ecial  duty,  si<^^ 
and  in  arrest,  twelve  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-five; "absent,  twen- 
^-nine  thousand  five" hundred  and  d^ven;  total,  one  bundled  and  fifty-rfx 
thousand  ^ight'  hundred  and  thirty-nine.  This  was  an  immense  force. 
The  rebel  army  was  by  this  time  so  much  reenforced  as  to  amount,  prob- 
ably, to  about  the  same*  nujnber.  .For  a  .mouth  these  two  hostile  armies  • 
stood  looking  each  other  in^the  face.  Their  lines  wei^  so  near  that  artil- 
lery-shot were  easily  interchangedr  The  enemy*,  however,  were  daily  grow- 
ihg  stronger  m  numbere  and  more  powerful  in  their  intrenchments.  We 
were  growing  .weaker.  It  was  the  most  gloomy  period  of  the  war.  The 
heat  was  intense.  The  incessantly  falling  rains  converted  the  grounds  of 
th§  encampments  into  ^nagmires.  »  Thousands  of  the  soldiers  -were  in  the 
hospitals.  Disease  was  thinning  out  the  ranks  of  the  army  more  rapidly 
than  battle  could  have  done.  The  impatience  of  the  Nation,  in  view  of 
this  long  and  inexplicable  inaction,  became  feverish. 

The  patriot  troops  were,  however,  kept  constantly  employed  in  con- 
structing massive  bridges,  spanning  the  narrow  stream  in  so  many  places, 
that  the  valley  of  the  Chickahominy  could  be  freely  traversed  in  all  direc- 
tions. It  was  desired  to  place  the  two  wings  of  the  army,  separated  by 
the  river,  in  the  most  intimate*  communication  with  each  other.      To 

*  Th«  following  note  from  General  McDowell  to  General  McClellan,  under  date  of  June  10th, 
fflustrates  the  character  of  General  McDowell,  a  pure  patriot,  a  brave  soldier,  and  a  noble 


^  For  a  third  time  I  am  ordered  to  Join  jou,  and  hope  this  time  to  get  through.  In  reference 
to  the  remarks  made  with  reference  to  my  leaving  you  and  not  joining  70U  before,  by  your 
firiends,  and  of  something  I  have  heard  as  coming  from  you  on  that  subject,  I  wish  to  say,  I  go 
with  the  greatest  satisfaction,  and  hope  to  arrive,  with  my  main  body,  in  time  to  be  of  serrioe. 
MoOall  goes  in  adranoe  by  water.  I  wiU  be  with  you  in  ten  days,  with  the  remainder,  by  Fred- 
•mduburs^** 


M  OIVIIi   ITAB    IN    AMBRIOA. 

accomplish  this  required  much  time  and  labor.  But,  being  once  accom- 
plished, nothing  more  was  to  be  feared  from  inimdations.^  On  the  8th  of 
June,  General  McClellan  telegraphed  to  Washington : — 

^^  I  shall  be  in  perfect  readiness  to  move  forward  and  take  Bichmond 
the  moment  that  McCall  reaches  here,  and  the  ground  will  admit  the  pas- 
sage of  artillery."  On  the  10th  and  11th  of  June,  General  McCall's 
troops  commenced  landing  at  the  White  House.  Still  ten  days  passed 
away  without  any  action.  On  the  20th  of  June,  General  McClellan  tele- 
graphed the  President : — 

"  A  general  engagement  may  take  place  at  any  time.  After  to-morrow 
we  shall  fight  the  rebel  army  as  soon  as  Providence  will  permit.  We  shall 
await  only  a  favorable  condition  of  earth  and  d^y,  and  the  completion  of 
some  necessary  preUminaries." 

Five  days  after  this  there  was  a  cautious  movement  made,  in  sending 
General  Hooker's  division  about  a  mile  in  advance  of  Fair  Oaks  Station* 
General  Hooker,  who  was  ably  sustained  by  Generals  Grover  and  Sicklee^ 
encountered  sharp  opposition.  The  ground  he  was  ordered  to  occupy  he 
took,  lost,  and  retoc^  at  the  sacrifice  of  about  five  hundred  men.  in  killedv 
-and  wounded.  But  that  very  night  General  McClellan  received  the  intel^ 
ligence,  that  the  indomitable  '^  Stonewall "  Jackson  had  returned  from  his 
raid  through  the  Valley  of  the  Shenandoah,  an4  was  encamped  in  force 
near  Hanova*  Court-Hguse,  where  the  rebels  were  evidently  concentrating 
to  attack  our  lines  of  communication,  and  to  ciit  them  off  by  seizing  the 
.York  River  Bail  way  in  our  rear.  This  was  alarming  intelligence.  It 
seemed  to  put  an  end  to  the  idea  of  any.  inmiediate  advance  upon  Rich- 
mond, and  General  Hooker  was  the  next  morning  recalled  to  his  former 
position. 

Just  before  this.  General  J..E.  B.  Stuart  had  undertaken  and  sucqess- 
fdlly  executed  an  adventure,  which  was  exceedingly  humiliating  to  thd 
pride  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  With  a  picked  detachment  of  two 
regiments  of  infantry,  twelve  hundred  horse,  and  two  pieces  of  artillery, 
he  moved  from  the  extreme  left  of  the  rebel  lines,'  and  in  rapid,  stealthy, 
and  noiseless  march  proceeded  the  first  day  as  far  as  Hanover  Court-House. 
Early  the  next  morning  he  resumed  his  ^  march,  and,  when  about  six  miles 
back  of  Mechanicsville,  encountered  a  small  force  of  Union  cavalry  pick- 
ets, and  drove  them  in  hot  pursuit  back  to  Wliite  House,  destroying  their 
camp  and  taking  several  prisoners.  He  then  pushed  boldly  on,  along  the 
railroad,  to  Tunstall's  Station,  sending  the  infantry  back,  and  advancing 

*  "  All  these  labors  were  executed  with  admirable  energy  and  intelllgenoe.  In  this  aspect  the 
American  soldier  has  no  rival.  Patient  of  fatigue,  rich  in  resources,  he  is  an  excelleiit  digrger,  an 
excellent  woodman,  a  good  carpenter,  and  even  something  of  a  civil  engineer.  Often,  In  the 
course  of  the  campaign,  we  came  upon  a  flour-mill  or  a  saw-mill,  turned  sometimes  by  a  watet^ 
wheel,  sometimes  by  an  engine,  which  the  enemy,  as  he  retired,  had  thrown  out  of  order.  Ton 
were  sure  to  find  immediately,  in  the  first  regiment  that  came  up,  men  who  coold  re|>air,  refiti 
and  set  them  going  again  for  the  service  of  the  army.  But  nothing  was  so  remarkable  as  to 
see  a  detail  &11  to  work  at  makmg  an  abatis  in  the  woods.  It  is  impossible  to  give  an  idea  of 
the  celerity  with  which  work  of  this  kind  was  done.  I  remember  to  have  seen  a  grore  one  hun* 
dred  acres  in  extent,  of  ancestral  oaks  and  other  hard- wood  trees,  out  down  in  a  single  day,  bjr  • 
single  battalion.*" — Prince  de  JowvUte, 


rapidly  with  tihe  cavalry  alone.  When  opposite  GarlTck'ft  Landing,  on  tha 
Famnnkej,  he  destroyed  two  schooners,  many  wagons,  and  captured  a  nnm^ 
ber  of  prisoners.  The  Conduct  of  his  troops  was  barbar6ua.  Teamsteri 
Irere  shot  down  in  cold  blood.  Women  and  children  were  treated  with  th6 
greatest  inhumanity.  The  helpless  contrabands  who  fell  into  their  handi 
suffered  very  severely.  It  was  beautiftil  summer  weather,  and  th* 
roads  happened  at  that  time  to  be  very  good.  The  farmers  on  the  routA 
were  all  secessionists,  and  aided,  in  every  possible  way,  the  rebels  on  their 
raid.  The  n^roes  only  were  in  sympathy  with  the  Union  cause.  Ai 
they  leaned  upon  the  fences  and  saw  the  Union  troops  passing  by,  they 
fould  not  restrain  smiles  of  welcome  and  words  of  cheer. 

In  a  conflict  which  took  place  between  the  Union  dragoons  and  thih 
rebel  band,  there  was  a  singular  duel  between  a  strongly  mounted  Texan 
rebel  and  a  patriot  German  trooper,  quite  in  the  style  of  the  days  of 
kni^t-errantry.  The  German  drs^oon,  a  veteran  in  the  wars  of  Europe, 
Booming  to  fly  with  his  companions,  though  before  an  overpowering  force, 
Bought  out  the  Texan,  who  was  a  little  separated  from  his  comrades,  and 
inade  a  plunge  at  him.  Both  men  were  adroit  swordsmen,  and  inanaged 
their  horses  with  equal  and  admirable  skill.  They  were  so  equally  matched 
that  the  exciting  combat  was  watched  with  great  interest.  The  German 
dragoon,  an  old  trooper,  sat  his  horse  as  if  he  were  a  part  of  the  animal, 
and  wielded  his  sword  with  parry,  cut,  and  longe,  like  flashing  lightning. 
The  Texan,  on  his  fleet  barb,  wheeled  rapidly  round  his  opponent,  now 
slashing,  now  warding,  now  stm^ling  in  vain  to  put  in  a  home-thrust. 
At  last  the  Texan  struck  the  Gehnan's  shoulder,  and  as  the  blood  spirted 
from  the  gash,  the  Texans,  looking  on,  raised  a  cheer.  But,  almost  quicker 
than  thought,  with  a  back  stroke,  the  German  cut  through  the  sleeve  and 
flesh  of  the  Texan^s  left  arm,  to  the  bone,  and  his  blood,  in  turn,  began  to 
flow. 

Bewildered  for  a  moment  by  the  blow,  the  rebel  backed  his  horse,  and 
then  dashed  forward  again  at  his  opponent,  making  a  longe  at  his  breast. 
The  dragoon  parried  it  with  great  dexterity,  and  brought  down  his  keen 
blade  upon  his  opponent's  back,  cutting  another  deep  gash.  The  rebel 
wheeled  his  horse,  and,  in  the  most  cowardly  manner,  but  in  accordance 
with  tiie  ideas  of  chivalry  under  which  he  had  been  educated,  drew  a  pis- 
tol and  shot  the  brave  dragoon  through  the  heart.  Colonel  Estvan,  a 
Prussian  oflScer  in  the  service  of  the  rebels,  who  witnessed  this  scene,  but 
whose  ideas  of  cliivalry  had  been  formed  on  a  different  standard  from 
that  adopted  by  his  rebel  confederates,  thus  gives  vent  to  his  indignant 
feelings: — 

"  Much  moved  by  his  fate,  I  ordered  a  grave  to  receive  the  remains  of 
the  brave  German  trooper.  We  buried  him  in  his  regimentals,  with  his 
trusty  sword  on  his  breast,  and  his  pistol;  by  his  side.  This  sad  act  having 
been  performed,  I  sent  for  the  Texan,  and  after  reprimanding  him  severely 
for  his  cowardly  conduct,  I  ordered  him  to  seek  service  in  some  other 
corps,  telling  liim  that  I  could  not  think  of  allowing  a  fellow  of  his  stamp 
to  remain  in  my  regiment.  The  Texan  scowled  at  me  with  his  cat-like 
eyes,  and,  muttering  a  curse,  mounted  his  horse  and  rode  away.'' 
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Ab  tlie  rebel  maranderfi  reached  TuiiBtall's  Station,  on  the  raiboad,  thej 
heard  the  whistle  of  an  approaching  train  of  cars.  They  instantly  threw 
themselyeB  into  ambuscade,  lining  both  sides  of  the  track,  hiding  behind 
fences,  rocks,  stamps,  and  tf  ees.  It  was  a  train  of  passenger-cars,  filled 
mostly  with  civilians,  laborers,  and  sick  and  wounded  soldiers.  As*  soon 
as  the  cars  entered  the  cut  where  the  rebels  were  in  ambuscade,  some  of 
them  sprang  upon  the  track,  and  ordered  the  engineer  to  stop.  Instead 
of  this,  he  increased  the  speed,  and  threw  himself  for  protection  upon  the 
fiieL  A  deadly  fire  was  instantly  poured  in  upon  the  train,  which  wag 
soon  out  of  sight,  on  its  way  to  the  White  House. 

The  news  of  this  unexpected  assault,  and  of  the  rebels  being  on  the 
raiboad,  thus  cuttmg  off  our  communications,  and  threatening,  no  one 
knew  how  great  disasters,  created  the  utmost  consternation  among  the  la- 
borers and  sutlers  and  small  protecting  force  stationed  at  ihe  White  House. 
There  was,  however,  a  small  body  of  Union  cavahry  there,  which  was  im- 
mediately dispatched  in  pursuit  of  the  rebels.  The  raiders,  having 
inflicted  what  little  damage  they  could  upon  the  railroad,  turned  in  the 
direction  of  the  Chickahominy,  which  they  crossed  a  little  below  Bottom's 
Bridge,  and,  striking  the  river  turnpike,  returned  safely  to  Kichmond, 
having  ridden  entirely  around  our  army.  In  this  raid  the  rebels  wounded 
thirty  Union  men,  killed  four,  and  captured  or  destroyed  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars'  worth  of  property.  Our  lines  of  communication  were 
now  so  extended,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  so  hostile  to  the  Union 
cause,  as  to  offer  peculiar  facilities  for  these  prowling  bands. 


le^f 


CHAPTER   IX. 

THB   SBVBN   DATS'   BATTLB. 

(From  Jan«  Mth  to  July  2d,  1M8.) 

KtOBHITT  OP  ChAVOB  OP    BaSB. — TBM    APPBOAOQ   OF    THB    BlTIIfT.—BBATBR    DaX    CbBBK.— 

Battle  of  Gainbs's  Mill. — ^Inhumanity  of  Lee  akd  Jacksok. — Strength  of  the  Union 
AsiCT. — Savage's  Station — Woes  of  War. — Power  of  Music. — Battle  at  White 
Oak  BBitKiB.— Bbpulsb  of  the  Foe. — ^Battle  of  Maltbbn. — Sobnb  after  the  Battle. 
— Oontinubd  Eetbbat. — ^Tflsnicoirr  of  Kbabnbt. 

Days  of  disaater  were  at  bancL  Onr  armj  was  spread  along  the  river 
and  tliroQgh  the  swampA,  in  a  line  over  twenty  miles  in  extent.  Wearj 
dajB  of  inaction  passed.  The  rebels  were  busy  strengthening  their  forti- 
fications and  hurrying  np  reinforcements.  We  were  entangled  by  swamps 
and  fco^ests*  The  rebels,  em^ging  from  Richmond,  could  strike  any  one 
point  and  cnsh  the  fcnrce  there,  before  ^ci^it  support  could  be  sent  through 
the  morasses  and  jungles.  In  truth,  we  could,  after  this  fatal  delay,  neither 
advance,  retreat,  nor  remain  where  we  were  without  peril. 

The  Chickahominy  divided  the  army.  Should  we  remove  all  the  troops 
to  the  southern  shore,  our  line  of  communication  would  be  imDerilled, 
and  the  vast  stores  on  the  Pamunkey  destroyed.  Should  we  leave  a  suf- 
ficient guard  north  of  the  river,  we  had  not  troops  enough  left  to  march 
upon  Richmond,  now  strongly  fortified  and  garrisoned.  Should  we  attempt 
to  remain  as  we  were,  astride  of  the  river,  the  enemy  would  surely  fall  upon 
us  and  destroy  us  by  piecemeal.  Should  we  withdraw  the  troops  which 
had  crossed  the  stream,  and  concentrate  all  on  the  northern  banks,  it  would 
be  the  abandonment  of  the  siege  of  Richmond.  Nothing  would  remain 
hut  a  humiliating  retreat  to  Fortress  Monroe. 

The  only  possible  movement,  which  would  not  confess  defeat,  was  to 
effect  a  duuige  of  base  by  crossing  to  the  James  River.  This  would  re- 
quire a  march  of  about  six  miles  for  the  left  wing  and  twenty  for  the  right. 
Our  supplies  could  then  ascend  the  James,  guarded  by  gunboats.  It  was 
a  perilous  movement  to  make,  in  the  presence  of  a  powerful  and  exultant 
foe.  Twenty-five  days  had  elapsed  since  the  conflict  at  Seven  Pines.  The 
rebels  had  matured  their  plan  to  crush  our  right  wing,  then  our  oentre, 
then  our  left.  The  right  wing  consisted  of  the  divisions  of  McCall,  Morell, 
and  Sykes. 

At  noon  of  the  26th  of  June,  the  approach  of  the  enemy  was  perceived. 
The  troops  they  Were  about  to  assail  were  posted  on  Beaver  Dam  Creek. 
Seymour^s  brigade  held  the  left,  Reynolds's  the  right.  They  were  protected 
by  rifle-pits  and  felled  timber.  At  three  o'clock  the  rebels  made  an  impetu* 
ons  charge.    It  was  bravely  resisted  by  General  Reynolds,  and  the  foe  wan 
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compelled  to  retire  with  severe  loss.  Soon  they  massed  agidn  for  another 
charge.  The  onset  fell  upon  General  Seymour.  He  beat  back  the  assail- 
ants with  great  slaughter. 

The  rebel  Jackson's  troops  were  now  approaching  in  formidable  force. 
During  the  night  the  Union  troops,  guided  by  General  Porter,  retired  to  a 
new  line  of  defence.  Seymour's  brigade  covered  the  movement,  and  in  the 
darkness  it  was  sucoess^illy  laccpmplished  Qn  the  morning  of  the  27th 
of  June  General  Porter's  troops,  closely  followed  in  their  retreat,  occupied  an 
arc  of  a  circle.  General  Butterfield,  of  Geiier^  Mor^ll's  division,  held  the 
extreme  left.  On  his  right  came  General  Martindale,  then  General  Griffin, 
then  General  Sykes.  General  McCall's  division,  which  had  borne  the 
brunt  of  the  first  attack,  was  formed  in  a  second  line  in  the  rear.  A  strong 
body  of  cavalry,  consisting  of  the  First  and  Fifth  Regular,  and  the  Sixth 
Pennsyltaiua,  were  posted  behind  a  hill.  Bobert^on's  and  Tidball's  bat- 
teries were  placed  at  commanding  points. 

About  noon  the  enemy  approached,  and  assaulted  so  impetuously  and 
with  such  force,  that  General  Porter  wja  oonitrained  to  call  for  reeiiforce- 
ments.  By  three  o'clock  the  whole  of  the  Beooud  line  and  all  the  reserves 
were  engaged  with  their  utmost  Clergies,  in  sq)elling  the  desperate  assaults. 
Slocum's  division  was  hurried  forward,  to  i^rengiben  the  weak  points. 
Sykes's  men  fought  bravely.  Our  whole  forde  on  the  field  did  not  exceed 
thirty-five  thousand.  The  rebels  numbered  seventy  thousand  The  Union 
loss,  under  the  tremendous  fire,  was  dreadftiL  Most  of  the  men  had  been 
under  arms  two  days,  and  were  utterly  exhausted  by  the  fresh  masses  inces- 
eantly  hurled  upon  them.  At  five  o'clock  Genial  Porte's  command  was  so 
severely  pressed,  that  Fr^ich's  and  Mei^her's  brigades  were  sent  across  the 
river  to  his  support.  The  foe  still  made  frantic  endeavors  to  break  through 
our  Une,  but  in  vain.  About  seven  o'clock  they  snooeeded,  with  their  over- 
powering numbers,  in  outflanking  .us  on  the  left.  A  general  retreat  was 
then  ordered  to  a  hill  in  the  rear,  which  commanded  the  bri<]|ge  by  whioh 
alone  this  valiant  rearguard  could  escape. 

As  this  retreat  was  being  oondnotod  with  some  disorder,  the  Imgades 
of  French  and  Meagher. appeared,  sternly  striding  to  the  front,  through, 
all  the  debris  of  apparently  «  routed  army.    It  wi^  doak.    The  enen^ 
were  held  in  check,  while  our  men  rallied  b^iind  their  comrades  who  had 
so  opportunely  come  to  their  aid.    Our  loss  had  be^n  heavy.    The  enemy 
also  had  been  punished  with  terrible  slaught^.    In  the  gloom  of  night  our 
exhausted  regiments,  with  scaroely  a  moment  of  leisure  to  eat  or  to  sleep, 
crossed  the  bridge  in  safety,  and  destroyed  it  behind  theni.  We  lost  twenty- 
two  guns.    The  batteries  of  Biedrich,  Kanahau,  luid  Qrin^n,  and  the  First 
Connecticut  Artillery,  rend^ed  signal  service  on  tips  bloody  day.     This 
battle  is  known  by  the  name  of  ^^  Gkd^es's  Mill;"      lieutenant-Colonel 
Campbell,  of  the  Eighty-third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  says  in  his  oflScial 
report,  i|i  describing  one  of  the  most  terrible  .crimes  ^  -the  l^t;le : — 

^^  At  this  moment  Br%adi^vGeuera],  Butterfield,  amidst  a  galling  fire 
from  his  lines  of  support  in  rear,  and  that  of  the  enen^y  in  front,  camo 
coolly  down  theknoU,  and,  sword  in  hand,  .seized  our  colors,  waved  theur 
repeatedly  aloft,  and  by  all  mental  means  encouraged  the  valor  of  our  regi« 
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ment.  His  preeetiM  at  on<^  ttimvlated  widi  new  yigor  cur  now  thinned 
ranka,  T^ben  the  General  loudly  shouted,  'Your  ammnnitioti  is  never' 
expended  while  yon  hare  yomr  bayonets ;  and  uee  them  to  the  socket,  mji 
boys."* 

Probably  no  battle  on  earth  was  erer*  fought  more  fiercely.  It  seemi 
wcmderM  tiiat  any  one  coidd  hare  finrvived  so  tremendeoB  a  fire.  Seventy 
thonsand  men  were  hnrling  solid  shot,  ff^V^  oanieter,  and-  shrapnel, 
loading  and  firing  with  almost  inconeeiTable  rapidity  into  the  bosoms  of 
thirty-fire  thousand,  who,  with  their  energetic  retvm  fire,  were  literally 
mowing  down  the  dense  ranks  of  the  foe.  The  loeson  either'  side  will 
never  be  known.  Jaekson  and  Lee  led  the  rebels.  They  massed  their 
troops,  hnrling  them  now  npon  this,  and  now  npon  that  portion  of  onr  line. 
About  six  o'clock  the  battie-field  presented  one  of  the  most  sablime  scenes 
of  grandeur  and  of  tarr<Mr  upon  whidi  moilial  eyes  have  ever  gazed«  The 
vcdleya  of  one  hundred  thousand  mnsketa  were  blended  in  one  ocAtinuouB 
and  deafening  roar ;  while  the  boom  of  artillery  rolled  in  still  heavier  rever- 
beratione  over  the  hills;  The  01m,  blood  red,  glared  portentously  through 
the  dense  volumes  of  smoke  and  stifling  clouds  of  dust,  which,  from  the 
advancing  and  receding  squadrons,  fiUedihe  air.* 

Through  the  weary  hours  ot  the  sultry  night  which  succeeded  the  battle 
of  Gaines's  Mill,  while  our  rear«guard  was  taking  new  positions  to  beat  back 
the  foe  the  next  day,  the  whole  main  body  of  the  army  continued  in  tumultu- 
ous and  desponding  retreat.  Like-  a  swollen  river,  sweeping  all  manner  of 
wreck  and  ruin  upon  its  turbid  flood,  this  vast  mass  of  infantry,  artillery, 
and  cavalry  rolled  on  towards  the  James.  It  was  not  until  this  hour  that 
it  began  to  be  whispered  through  the  army  that  we  were  on  an  ignominious 
retreat.  General  officers  confided  to  their  staffi  the  disaster  with  which  we 
were  being  overwhebned,  and  thns  it  gradually  became  known  to  the  rank 
and  file. 

The  sun  ef  Saturday  morning,  Jtme  36th,  rose  cloudless,  and  biasing 
with  almost  tropical  heat.  Every  countenance  wore  a  painful  expression. 
Weary,  haggard,  smoke-begrimed,  bleeding  men  were  strewed  around 
everywiiere;  A  chaotic  scene  of  tumult  met  the  eye.  The  troops  were 
now  all  upon  the  right  banks  of  the  Chickahominy,  and  but  a  few  miles 
itonci  Siehmond ;  but  instead  of  moving  towards  the  dty,  they  were  aim- 
ing to  strike  the  river  fifteen  miles  below  it. 

It  was  not  until  after  the  battle  of  Gaines's  Mill,  that,  on  Friday  even- 
ing-, June  37th,  General  McClellan  assembled  his  corps  commanders,  and 
communicated  to  them  his  plan  and  method  of  change  of  base.  General 
Keyes  was  directed  to  move  ijirough  White  Oak  l^wamp,  and  take  position 
to  cover  the  mardd  of  other  troops.    This  movement  he  executed  in  the 

•The  foUowing  inddont  is  related  of  HjJ.  now  061.  Barntim,  of  the  Twelfth  N.  T.  State  Volun- 
teers. The  rebels  raised  the  American  flag.  As  Ubj.  Bamum  advanced  alone  to  reoonnoiire,  he 
fiaUpiecoedbjabidlet  He  was  reported  dead,  lad  at  his  home  in  ^yraonie  an  knmense  meeting - 
efettiseBS  paid  AglowiDg  tribute  to  his  memoi7«  Indeed  his  bodj,  as  it  wiui  sopposed,  had  been 
obtained  and  buried.  But  still  in  one  heart  hope  remained.  Mra  Bamum  was  ere  long  cheered 
wiCh  the  tidings  that  her  husband^  though  dangerouslj  wounded,  was  alive  and  in  Libbj  prison. 
He  Bred  to  be  restored  to  his  friends  as  one  from  the  dead. 
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morning.  General  McCIellan  spent  the  day  and  night  at  Savage's  Station, 
pushing  on  the  movement  of  the  trains.  All  propaiy  which  conld  not  be 
removed  was  destroyed.  It  was  also  found  necessary  to  leave  a  larg^ 
number  of  the  sick  and  wounded  to  the  "tender  mercies"  of  the  rebels. 
An  ample  supply  of  rations  and  medical  stores,  left  for  the  bleeding,  fSednt- 
ing,  war-stricken  men,  the  merciless  rebels  seized,  abandoning  the  pooif 
sufferers  to  starvation  and  death.  For  this  crime  Bobert  E.  Lee  and 
"  Stonewall "  Jackson  are  responsible.  They  merit  the  ezecratitos  of  hu- 
manity. No  pen  can  ever  tell  the  woes  our  noble  boys  suffered,  who  fell 
into  their  barbaric  hands.  It  was  the  clearly  proved,  deliberate  purpose  of 
the  rebel  government,  by  starvation  and  exposure  so  to  reduce  the  Union 
prisoners,  that  they  could  either  throw  them  into  the  grave,  or  return  them, 
as  exchanged  prisoners,  so  emaciated,  that  they  never  again  could  shoulder 
a  musket.  In  the  progress  of  the  war,  it  is  estimated  that  sixty  thousand 
of  the  noblest  young  patriots  'of  the  North  were,  by  these  lingering  tortures, 
hurried  to  the  grave. 

At  noon  of  the  28th,  General  McOlellan  sent  a  dispatch,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  battle  of  Gtdnes's  Mill,  to  Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  containing 
the  following  expressions : — "  The  loss  on  both  sides  is  terrible.  I  believe 
it  will  prove  to  be  the  most  desperate  battle  of  the  war.  The  sad  rem- 
nants of  my  men  behave  as  men.  My  regulars  were  superb.  Had  I 
twenty  thousand,  or  even  ten  thousand  fresh  troops,  to  use  to-morrow,  I 
could  take  Richmond.  I  have  lost  the  battle  because  my  force  was  too 
small.  I  again  repeat,  that  I  am  not  responsible  for  this.  If  I  save  this 
army  now,  I  tell  you  plainly,  that  I  owe  no  thanks  to  you,  or  to  any  other 
persons  in  Washington.  You  have  done  your  best  to  sacrifice  this  army.'* 
President  Lincoln,  on  the  same  day,  replied:  "If  you  have  had  a 
drawn  battle,  or  a  repulse,  it  is  the  price  we  pay  for  the  enemy  not  being 
in  Washington.  We  protected  Washington,  and  the  enemy  concentrated 
on  you.  Had  we  stripped  Washington,  he  would  have  been  upon  us 
before  the  troops  sent  could  have  got  to  you.  Save  your  army  at  all 
events.    We'll  send  reenforcements  as  fast  as  we  can." 

At  the  battle  of  Gaines's  Mill  seventy  thousand  rebels  rushed  upon 

thirty  thousand  patriots.    According  to  the  returns  sent  to  the  Adjutant- 

^neral's  office.  General  McCIellan  had  then  an  army  of  one  hundred 

'*^y-eight  thousand  three  hundred  and  fourteen  men.    Of  these  there 

^he  ranks,  and  ready  for  duty,  one  hundred  and  one  thousand  six 

^Vknd  ninety-one  men.    But  thirty  thousand  were  engaged  in  the 

^  Thus  there  were  over  seventy-one  thousand  men  within  sound 

^Hle  who  were  not  called  into  action. 

-^he  28th,  the  baffled  foe  made  several  attacks  upon  the  rear- 
guard, ^  constantly  repulsed.  In  the  mean  time  the  mighty  mass 
of  the  re  ^^^j  pressed  on  by  the  Williamsburg  road.  It  was  a  day 
of  hunger .  ^^  tumult  and  exhaustion,  of  bleeding  wounds  and  death. 
Night  ci^  ^^^  f^Y  sleep.  Onward,  still  onward,  through  all  its 
hours,  swept  U  ^^^  j^^  morning  of  Sunday,  the  29th,  dawned 
upon  this  awfiu  ^  q^  j^^^^j^  rear-guard,  fully  appreciating  that 
the  salvation  of  tn.^p^^^^  ^^^^  their  desperation  of  valor,  took  % 
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new  portion  near  Savage  s  Staticm.  General  Mcdellan,  earlj  in  the 
morning,  broke  np  his  head-quarters  there,  and  moved  across  White  Oak 
Swamp  to  superintend  the  passage  of  the  baggage-trains.  General  Keyes 
was  sent  to  Malvern  Hill,  to  establish  himself  in  a  defensive  position  there. 
An  immense  amount  of  stores  were  destroyed  at  Savage's  Station.  There 
was  a  mound,  thirty  feet  high  and  six^ty  feet  at  the  base,  committed  to  the 
flames,  consiBting  of  sugar,  flour,  cofiee,  prepared  meats,  wines,  and  all  the 
stores  which  an  army  could  need.  General  F.  J.  Porter  followed  General , 
Keyes,  to  strengthen  his  right.  At  daylight,  General  Sumner  withdrew 
his  troops  frcon  Fair  Oaks,  and  retreated  to  a  point  on  the  railroad  near 
Savage's  Station,  and  disposed  his  troops  for  the  terrible  battle  with  the  on- 
rushing  rebels,  which  it  was  sure  the  day  would  introduce.  Bichardson, 
Sedgwick,  Heintzelman,  French,  and  Caldwell  were  there,  ready  to  exhaust 
mortal  valor  and  endurance  in  resisting  a  foe  outnumbering  them,  as  th^ 
well  knew,  two  or  three  to  one.  Hazzard's  battery  frowned  defiantly  from 
an  eminence  a  little  in  the  rear. 

Early  in  the  morning,  the  watchful  eye  of  General  Franklin  discovered 
that  the  enemy,  having  reconstructed  the  bridges  across  the  Chickahom- 
iny,  were  advancing  in  great  force  upon  Savage's  Station.  He  immedi- 
ately communicated  this  information  to  General  Sumner,  who  was  then  at 
Allen's  Farm,  a  few  miles  east  of  Savage's  Station,  and  who  subsequently 
took  up  his  line  of  march  and  joined  the  forces  at  Savage's  Station,  under  G-en- 
eral  Franklin,  where  General  Sumner,  from  seniority,  assumed  command. 

It  was  about  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning  when  the  rebels  first  made 
their  appearance.  They  commenced  the  assault  by  throwing  shells  into 
General  Sumner's  lines.  General  McClellan  had  given  orders  to  Generals 
Sumner,  Heintzelman,  and  Franklin  to  hold  their  position  until  dark. 
There  was  some  nmnnderstBuding  about  the  positions  assigned  by  General 
McClellan  to  Generals  Sumner  and  Heintzelman,  which  left  a  gap  in  their 
line,  which  came  very  near  being  attended  with  disastrous  consequences. 
In  justice  to  General  Heintzelman,  it  should  be  remarked  that  General 
McClellan  says,  in  his  report : — 

.  "As  stated  by  General  Heintzelman,  General  Sumner  did  not  occupy 
the  designated  position.  But  as  he  was  the  senior  officer  present  on  that 
side  of  the  White  Oak  Swamp,  he  may  have  thought  that  the  movements 
ef  the  enemy  justified  a  deviation  from  the  letter  of  the  orders." 

General  Heintzelman  was  ordered  to  be  ready  to  retreat,  as  soon  as  it 
was  dark,  through  White  Oak  Swamp.  An  ajde  was  sent  to  guide  him 
through  the  intricacies  of  the  forest  and  the  morass.  The  forces  of  Gen- 
erals Sumner  and  Franklin  were  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  in  a  largo 
open  field,  the  right  touching  the  railroad,  and  the  left  entering  the  edge 
•f  some  woods.  General  Brooks  held  the  left,  with  gallantry  which  se- 
cured for  him  honorable  mention;  it  must  have  helped  to  heal  the 
wound  he  had  received,  in  defiance  of  which  he  retained  his  command. 
At  four  o'clock,  the  rebels,  pressing  in  great  numbers  along  the  Williams* 
buig  road,  from  the  west,  commenced  their  decisive  assaults.  The  storm 
was  first  met,  and  most  gallantly,  by  General  Bums's  brigade,  efficient^ 
aided  by  the  batteries  of  Hazzard  and  Pettit,  Osbom  and  ipramhalL 
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With  unabated  fUiy  l^e  ooaflict  contumed  until  after  eight  o'clock  at  ni^^ 
The  enemy,  in  masses  which  they  deemed  infeustihlc^  came  dashing  pow 
upon  this  portion  of  tiie  line  aod  now  np<»L  that;  but  they  were  inyariably 
repulsed  with  fearful  slaughter.  When  night  closed  the  scene,  the  patriots 
remained  unshaken  at  their  posts,  and  the  rebels  were  driven,  torn  and 
bleeding,  from  the  field.  Immediately  after  the  battle,  and  und^  the 
veil  of  darkness,  these  iodomitable.  men,  who  had  fought  all  day  only  thai 
they  might  march  all  night,  fell  back  rapidly,  wadijig  through  tiie  miry 
paths  of  White  Oak  Swamp.  With  the  light  of  Monday  morning,  ths 
30th,  they  had  crossed  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge,  and  burned  the  bridge 
behind  them.  General  French,  with  his  brigade,  acted  as  reaivguard.  The 
corps  of  Generals  Porter  and  Keyes  were  now  occupying  a  position  near 
Turkey  Bend,  to  cov^  the  passage  (^  the  trains,  wd  open  communication 
with  liie  gunboats.  Host  of  the  remaining  corps  were  pressed  forward  to 
gua^d  the  iipproaches  from  Bichmond.  O^ieral  Franklin  was  stationed  at 
White  Oak  Bridge,  to  dispute  the  passage  of  the  rebels,  and  to  cover  the 
withdrawing  trains.  For  the  dischai^  of  this  responsible  duty,  he  waa 
intrusted  with  the  divisions  of  Generals  Bichardson  and  Kaglee,  added  to 
his  own  corps.  But  the  scene  of  confusion  presented  all  along  tlie  line  of 
this  precipitate  and  tumultuous  retreat  beggars  description.  Two  thousand 
five  hundred  cattle  were  driven  along  in  one  herd.  The  road  was  blocked 
up  with  such  a  throng  as  Broadway  has  rarely  exhibited  Broken  wagona 
and  caissons  were  strewed  along  the  road.  Heavy  guns  were  inextricably 
mired.  The  shouts  of  the  teamsters,  the  struggling  of  tiie  horses  and 
mules,  the  onward  sweep  of  the  mighty  mass,  all  blended  in  a  scene  of  up- 
roar, tumult,  and  ruin,  which  no  imagination  can  conceive.  There  was 
but  one  known  road  for  the  movement  of  the  troops  and  the  baggage-train. 

The  rebels  had  thus  far  entertained  no  doubt  of  their  ability  utterly  to 
destroy  the  patriot  army.  Much  to  their  chagrin,  they  now  awoke  to  the 
fact  that  they  had  lost  tiieir  chance,  and  that  the  Union  troops  would  soon 
be  marshalled,  on  the  banks  of  the  James,  safe  under  the  protection  of  their 
gunboats.    This  did  but  inflame  their  rage. 

The  maddened  foe  was  still  thundering  at  the  heels  of  the  retreating 
army,  and  it  was  manifest  that  another  battle  must  be  fought  Greneral 
Sumner  was  ordered,  on  the  morning  of  the  30th,  to  take  position  with 
Sedgwick's  division,  at  a  place  cal}ed  Glendale,  (ht  Nelson's  Fipm,  at  the 
junction  of  the  New  Market  and  Quaker  Churdi  roads.  A  line  of  battle 
was  formed,  with  Meade's  brigade  on  the  right,  Seymour  on  the  left,  and 
Ileynolds's  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Simmons,  of  the  Fifth  Penn- 
sylvania, held  in  reserve.  In  front  of  the  infantry  line,  Randall's  battery 
was  on  the  right,  Eem's  and  Cooper's  in  the  centre,  and  Diedrich's  and 
£anahan's  on  the  left.  General  McCall's  division  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Reserves  was  also  near  at  hand.  General  Heintzelman's  troops  were  buqr 
felling  trees  across  the  road  by  which  the  rebels  were  to  advance.  Eeamey 
and  Slocum  and  Hooker  were  also  there  to  lend  the  aid  of  their  strong  arma. 

The  heroic  struggles  of  the  rear-guard  can  never  be  fully  known.  Hook- 
er fought  until  his  men  dropped  around  him  fircHn  sheer  exhaustion.  Slo- 
cum relieved  him.    When  hie  men  were  worn  out,  Sedgwick  came  to  ih« 


T5B    8BTBN    BAYS'    BAOSXLB.  105t 

raefie.  And  tSie  diiyalrie  Eeamej  pi^^ced  idth  hh  impettioiifl  colQnms 
the  rery  centre  of  the  rebel  linee.  TbuB  the  rear  preaented  an  impeuetra^ 
ble  shield  to  protrect  the  retreating  army.  This  faithful  guard  kept  behind 
Ae  last  wag<(»i,  and  did  not  allow  a  team  to  be  captured.  ^^  Wood  was 
burned,  azmnnnition  blown  up,  whiskey  and  molasses  barrels  broached,  and. 
wagons,  whose  horses  died  by  the  way  fix)m  sheer  fatigue^  were  completely 
dknantledL  Soldiers  who  threw  away  their  knapsacks  first  spilled  their 
oontents  or  rent  them  to  pieces.  Muskets,  lying  in  ditches,  were  bent  and 
broken.  But  little  left  of  that  grand  army,  in  its  wonderAil  retreat^  was  of 
use  to  the  enemy."* 

The  horrors  of  the  scene  no  tongue  can  adequately  tell.  The  wounded 
iK^bbled  painfully  along,  in  the  blazing  sun  and  suffocating  dust,  with  lips 
Uistered  by  thirst,  or  dropped  by  the  wayside  to  die  unheeded.  The  road 
'  presented,  fbr  miles  upon  miles,  a  turbid,  chaotic  throng  of  horses,  mules^ 
wi^ns,  beefnsattle,  ^n^carriages,  and  men,  mounted  and  on  foot)  rolling 
along  like  a  flood  The  rebds  were  thundering  behind.  Thousands  had 
thrown  away  their  haversacks  and  had  nothing  to  eat.  The  ditches  were 
trampled  into  mod,  and  there  were  few  running  streams  or  springs  of  water. 
Everywhere  the  eye  could  look  it  saw  ruin,  misery,  death. 

About  nocm  tiie  enemy  commenced  an  attack  upon  the  forces  left  to 
oppose  them  at  White  Oak  Bridge,  consisting  o£  the  divisions  of  Smith 
and  Richardson,  and  Kaglee's  brigade.  Under  cover  of  a  heavy  artillery 
fire,  they  sent  an  infantry  force  across  the  creek.  Though  6ur  artillery, 
under  Captain  Ayres,  wag  worked  with  great  effect,  our  loss  was  severe. 
But  General  Franklin  firmly  held  his  position,  repeatedly  charging  his 
swarming  foes,  and  driving  them  back  into  tiie  swamp.  At  two  o'clock  large 
masses  of  the  ^lemy  were  reported  advancdng  from  the  direction  of  Eich* 
mond,  by  the  Charles  City  road,  and  soon  the  thunders  of  war  burst  upon 
General  Slocum's  left.  The  rebels,  sweeping  a  path  before  them  with  shot 
uid  shell,  pressed  boldly  on  in  the  face  of  our  return  fire,  and  for  two  hours 
the  battle  raged  without  intermission.  At  length  they  were  compelled  to* 
withdraw  before  the  deadly  storm  which  both  in£Euitry  and  artillery  poured 
in  upon  them. 

They  then  formed  a  coltmin  in  the  shape  of  a  wedge,  and  came  rushing 
forward  in  a  charge  of  utter  recklessness.  Notwithstanding  the  hail  of  caur 
ister,  which  ploi^hed  great  gaps  in  their  ranks,  t^ey  closed  up,  and  on  the 
fall  run,  in  a  ^'  torrent  of  men,"  eddied  around  and  enveloped  Bandall's 
battery.  Most  of  the  Fourth  K^iment  of  McCalPs  division  were  swept 
away  by  this  flood.  General  McCall,  with  but  six  thousimd  men,  long 
resisted  the  two  ablest  divisions  of  tJie  rebel  army,  numbering  nearly  twenty 
thousand  men,  under  Longstreet  and  HilL  He  was  finally  compelled  to 
give  way  before  such  an  overwhelming  force.  Cenerals  Hooker,  Sumner, 
Sedgwick,  and  Kearney  greatly  signalized  themselves  on  this  occasion. 

Slowly,  defiantly,  deputing  every  inch  of  ground,  our  forces  retired, 
while  a  new  line  was  being  formed  in  the  rear.  The  sun  had  now  gone 
down,  and  the  evening  twilight  was  fast  disappearing.  Keenforoements 
from  the  retreating  line  were  sent  back  to  aid  in  presenting  determined 

*  "Siege  of  Biclunond,"  hj  Joel  Cook,  p.  33S. 
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reaistance  to  the  enemy.  With  ccmipreBsed  lips,  and  mnskets  nerronfllj 
clinl^hed,  the  patriots  waited  for  the  ezxdtant,  yelling  foe.  A  rebel  oorre^ 
spondent  thns  describes  the  se^ne  which  ensued : — 

"  Our  forces  were  still  advancing  upon  the  retreating  columns  of  the 
enemy.  It  was  about  half-past  nine  o'clock,  and  very  dark;  sudd^y,  as 
if  it  had  burst  from  the  heavens,  a  sheet  of  fire  enveloped  the  front  of  our 
advance.  The  enemy  had  made  another  stand  to  receive  us,  and,  from  the 
black  masses  of  his  forces,  it  was  evident  that  it  had  been  heavily  re> 
enforced.  The  situation  being  hopeless  for  any  further  pursuit.  General 
Hill  retired  slowly.  At  this  moment,  seeing  their  adversary  retire,  the 
most  vociferous  cheers  arose  along  the  whole  Yankee  line.  They  were 
taken  up  in  the  distance  by  the  masses,  which  for  miles  and  miles  were 
supporting  McOleUan's  front.  It  was  a  moment  when  the  heart  of  the 
stoutest  <K>mmander  might  have  been  appalled.  General  Hill's  situation 
was  now  as  desperate  as  it  well  could  be ;  and  it  required  a  courage  and  a 
presence  of  mind  to  retrieve  it  which  the  circumstances  surrounding  him 
were  weU  calculated  to  inspire. 

^^  Wilcox's  brigade,  which  had  been  almost  annihilated,  was  re-forming 
in  the  rear.  Riding  rapidly  to  the  position  of  this  brigade.  General  Hill 
brought  them,  by  great  exertions,  to  the  front,  to  check  the  progress  of 
the  now  confident  and  cheering  enemy.  Catching  the  spirit  of  their  com- 
mander, the  brave  but  jaded  men  moved  up  to  the  front,  replying  to  the 
enemy's  cheers  with  shouts  and  yells.  At  this  demonstration,  which  the 
enemy  no  donbt  thought  Bignified  heavy  reenforcementB,  he  topped  his 
advance." 

For  some  reason  unexplained,  the  bands,  for  months,  had  not  been 
allowed  to  inspire  the  troops,  in  time  of  action,  with  their  patriotic  musiic. 
General  Butterfield,  in  one  of  the  most  desperate  of  these  struggles,  by  a 
happy  thought  gathered  all  the  regimental  bands,  and  placed  them  at  the 
head  of  the  brigade.  In  one  great  burst  of  sound,  which  rose  above  the 
clamor  of  the  battle,  they  started  "  The  Star-Spangled  Banner."  The  first 
note  seemed  to  inspire  our  patriotic  troops  with  new  energy.  "Cheer 
after  cheer,"  writes  a  correspondent  of  the  New  York  World,  "  arose  from 
regiment  after  regiment,  and  was  borne  away  upon  the  bosom  of  the  placid 
river.  The  band  continued  to  play,  and  other  r^ments  and  other  bri- 
gades caught  the  spirit,  and  the  air  resounded  with  tumultuous  applause, 
until  all  the  columns  on  the  vast  plains  were  vying  with  each  other  to  do 
homage  to  the  inspiring  strains  of  the  band." 

During  the  night  our  sleepless,  unfed  heroes  retreated  down  the  Quaker 
Bead,  towards  Mdvem  Hill.  General  Franklin,  who,  by  his  judicious 
arrangements  and  calm  courage,  had  contributed  much  to  the  success  of 
the  day,  led  in  this  movement.  He  left  at  ten  o'clock,  and  reached  James 
River  a  little  aft;er  daylight  the  next  morning.  Here  he  selected  an  ad- 
mirable position,  not  far  from  the  river,  where  an  assailing  foe  could  be 
reached  by  shot  and  shell  from  the  gunboats. 

There  was  a  heavy  swell  of  pasture-land,  well  cleared  of  timber,  a  mile 
and  a  half  by  three-fourths  of  a  mile  in  area,  called  Malvern  Hill.  Several 
converging  roads  ran  over  it.    It  was  skirted  by  dense  forests,  through 
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whieh  the  foe  most  come  as  they  entered  upon  this  clearing.  The  ground 
dopes  gradnallj  towards  the  north  and  east,  while  towards  the  northwest 
it  terminates  abraptlj  in  a  ravine  running  to  James  Hirer.  Here  the 
troops  were  massed  to  repel  the  final  blow  of  the  rebels.  As  the  morning 
of  Toeedaj,  the  1st  of  July,  dawned,  the  Union  army,  massed  upon  this 
hill,  was  busily  raiployed  selecting  positions  and  posting  its  batteries. 

As  it  was  evident,  from  liie  position  of  the  enemy,  that  the  hnmt  of 
the  atta<^  wonld  fall  upon  our  left,  that  portion  of  the  line  was  made 
unusually  strong.  It  was  held  by  Porter's  corps,  Sykes  on  the  left  and 
Morell  on  the  right.  A  concentrated  fire  of  sixty  guns  could  be  brought 
upon  any  point  in  front  of  this  line.  Colonel  T^ler  had  succeeded,  with 
great  difficulty,  in  placing  ten  of  his  siege-guns  on  the  top  of  the  hill. 
CSouch^s  divkion  came  next  to  Porter,  on  the  right,  followed  in  order  by 
Kearney,  Hooker,  Sedgwick,  Richiurdson,  Smith,  and  Slocum.  The  remain- 
der of  Keyes's  corps,  by  a  backward  curve,  nearly  touched  the  river.  The 
Pennsyhrania  reserve  was  placed  in  the  rear  of  the  positions  of  Porter  and 
Coach.  The  line  was  a  strong  one,  protected  by  felled  timber  and  barri- 
caded roads.  The  flotiUa  of  gunboats  guarded  our  flank,  and  commanded 
the  approaches  from  Richmond. 

It  was  nearly  tea  o'clock  of  this  the  first  day  of  July,  before  the 
enemy,  recovering  from  the  stunning  blow  he  had  received  the  day  be- 
fore, cautiously  made  his  appearance,  emerging  from  the  woods  on  our 
left,  with  a  few  pieces  of  artillery,  accompanied  by  a  swarm  of  skirmishers. 
At  two  o'clock,  our  eager  and  anxious  gaze  discovered  a  column,  in  the 
edge  of  the  woods,  beyond  the  reach  of  our  fire,  moving  towards  the  ' 
right,  in  front  of  Heintzelman's  corps.  It  was  a  large  column  occupying 
two  hours  in  passing  the  point  of  observation.  Again  it  disappeared  in 
the  forest.  About  three  o'clock  the  battle  seemed  to  be  opened  in  earnest, 
by  a  fierce  attack  of  infantry  and  artillery  on  Couch's  division.  Our  artil- 
lery was  prompt  to  reply.  A  column  of  rebel  infantry  was  formed  in 
front  of  Couch's  division  for  a  charge  upon  the  guns.  As  they  came, 
sweeping  up  the  slope  in  the  face  of  a  terrible  artillery  fire,  wliich  they 
utterly  disregarded,  though  it  strewed  the  field  with  the  dying  and  the 
dead,  the  patriot  infantry  remained  flat  upon  the  ground,  until  the  charg- 
ing colnmn  were  within  such  range  that  every  bullet  could  fulfil  its  mis- 
sion. Then,  springing  to  their  feet,  they,  poured  in  a  fire  so  destructive, 
go  appalling,  that  the  whole  column  for  a  moment  reeled  and  stag- 
gered, and  then,  panic-stricken,  in  wild  disorder,  having  lost  a  large  part  of 
their  nnmber,  rushed  wildly  back  over  the  plain  into  the  woods. 

Conch's  division  followed  the  fiigitives  nearly  half  a  mile,  where  they 
took  a  still  better  position  than  they  had  held  before,  with  their  left  resting 
on  a  thick  clnmp  of  trees.  There  was  then  a  short  luU  in  the  battle. 
The  whole  line  was  carefully  surveyed,  and  the  patriots  were  in  eager  readi- 
ness to  meet  the  next  attack.  The  rebels  gathered  their  utmost  strength 
to  strike  their  heaviest  blow.  Their  batteries  were  careftilly  arranged  in 
position,  and  at  six  o'clock  a  terrific  fire  was  opened  from  all  their  guns. 
At  the  same  time,  column  following  column  of  infantry  emerged  from  the 
woods,  in  desperate  chaises,  to  carry  the  hill. 
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^'  Brigade  aft^  brigade,"  Bays  G^Ekeral  McGIellaii,  ^^  fotmed  under  oorrer 
of  the  woods,  started  at  a  ran  to  cross  the  opea  space,  and  charge  oar  bat- 
teries ;  but  the  heavy  fire  of  oar  gons,  with  the  cool  aad  steady  yoUeys 
of  oar  infantry,  in  every  case  sent  th^n  reeling  back  to  shelter,  and 
covered  the  ground  with  their  dead  and  wounded.  In  several  imtancee 
our  infantry  withheld  their  fire  until  the  attacking  column,  which  nidied 
throu£i;h  the  storm  of  canister  and  shell  &<»n  our  artillery,  had  reached 
witk^  a  few  yards  of  our  lines.  Then  they  poured  in  a  dngle  voUey, 
and  dashed  forward  with  the  bayonet,  cafpturing  prisoners  and  colors,  and 
driving  the  routed  columns  in  confusion  from  the  field." 

As  was  expected,  the  heaviest  assault  was  ntttde  upon  the  left.  As  the 
storm  raged  there  with  apparently  ever-inereami^  fury,  about  seven  o'dodc 
the  brigades  of  Meagher  and  Sickles  were  withdrawn  from  the  troops  of 
Sumner  and  Heintzelman,  to  relieve  those  troops  of  Oouch's  divifiion  whose 
strength  was  exhausted,  and  whose  ammunition  was  expended.  Batteries* 
ftom  the  reserve  were  also  pudied  forward  to  relieve  those  whos6  boxes 
were  empty.  Thus  the  ^conflict  raged  until  nine  o'clock.  Ghradually  the 
cloud  of  battle,  which  hung  low  over  the  field,  grew  so  dense  and  dark 
that  the  assailing  host  could  no  longer  be  seen«  But  oar  gunners  had 
perfectly  the  range.  With  wellrtrahied  skill,  they  could  fire  several 
discharges  in  a  minute,  and  the  advancing  ranks  were  cut  down  with* 
enormous  slaughter.. 

The  shelld,  thrown  from  the  gunboats,  were  fearful  missiles  of  destruc- 
tion. They  were  twenty  inches  im  length  by  ^ht  inches  in  diamet^. 
From  these  terrible  guns  on  ih%  river,  and  the  conoentrated  fire  of  the  'bat- 
teries in  front  of  the  foe,  and  the  pitiless  stoiin  of  lead  from  the  infitntry, 
whole  lines  of  the  rebels  were  laid  low  in  the  dusL  Their  bold,  desperate 
leaders  w^re  reckless  of  life.  They  drove  forward  their  servile  masses  into 
the  very  jaws  of  death.  Often  these  lines,  bewildered,  smothered,  pan* 
ic-stricken  by  the  storm,  were  huddled  together  like  frightened  sheep  in  a 
flock,  while  balls  and  shells  tore  through  the  tnmultuous  mass,  hurling  their 
mangled  bodies  writhing  to  the  ground.  The  enemy,  notwithstanding 
his  pertinacious  efforts  and  vastly  supericHT  numbers,  was  in  the  end 
completely  routed,  and  with  feaifrd  loss  driven  bapk  to  the  woods.  So 
thorough  was  his  disorganisation,  that  many  of  our  most  determined 
Generals  were  anxious  to  fc^ow  up  their  victory,  avowing  that  then  and 
there  Lee's  army  could  be  destroyed,  ^nd  that  we  could  march  triumph- 
antly into  Bichmond.  The  loss  on  both  sides  was  very  severe,  though 
ours;  as  we  fought  behind  intrenchments,  was  much  less  than  that  of  the 
foe.  General  MoCleUaa  estimates  the  Union  loss^  in  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing,  during  this  series  of  battles,  from  the  26th  of  June  to  the  2d  of 
July,  at  fifteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-nine.  At  the  batUeof 
Malvern  alone,  the  rebels  lost  ten  thousand  men. 

A  rebel  officer  gives  an  account,  in  the  Charleston  ^^  Oourier,"  of  the 
battle  as  seen  from  his  point  of  view,  from  which  we  glean  the  following 
particulars : — About  five  o'clock,  the  rebel  artillery,  supported  by  a  brig- 
ade of  Georgians  and  Alabamians,  opened  upon  t^e  Union  lines.  The 
concentrated  return  fire  of  our  batteries  was  so  terrible,  that  almost  in  an 
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%stant  tlie  rebel  gnus  were  dismounted,  the  caiflsons  torn  to  pieces,  and 
their  horses  and  men  piled  and  mangled  ix>gether.  Other  batteries  were 
bronght  forward  only  to  enooonter  the  same  fiite.  A  few^  only,  of  flie 
horses  and  men  escaped  in  panic-stricken  flight.  The  rebels  saw  thirty 
id^e^ns  and  twenty  light  batteries  on  the  hill  before  them,  while  thirty 
thousand  infantry  were  spread  out  in  b'ne  to  protect  those  batteries.  The 
infantry  were  in  firont  of  the  batteries,  which  were  on  the  brow  of  the  hill. 
Thus  the  shot  of  the  guns,  which  hurled  destruction  into  the  rebel  ranlcs, 
passed  harmless  over  their  beads.  Upon  this  doable  line  of  infantry  and 
artillery  the  rebels  advanced  in  their  repeated  and  impetuous  charges.  For 
the  first  half-mile  the  shells  burst  loxmnd  them  incessantly.  Then  the  gun- 
boats opened  with  their  broadsides,  hurling  th^  thunderbolts  throu^  the 
woods,  crashing,  bursting,  cutting  down  and  tearing  up  the  largest  trees. 

As  tibe  Tebels  drew  nearer  the  batteries,  and  yet  not  within  good 
musket  range  of  the  infantry,  grape  and  canister  were  opened  upon  them. 
-Fining  up  the  gaps  and  leaving  th^ir  patii  marked  with  blood,  and  tiie 
mangled  dead,  and  torn  bodies  in  whidi  life  still  lingered,  writhing  in 
anguish,  they  pressed  recklessly  forward.  And  now,  with  deliberate  aim, 
•the  musketry  opened,  with  its  storm  of  lead,  sweeping  down  whole  lines 
fCt  a  volley. 

**  We  {>assed  over,'*  writes  thfc  rebel  officer,  "  four  lines  of  men,  who,  sent 
out  bef<n*e  us,  were  unable  to  stand  the  fire,  and  lay  close  to  the  ground,  from 
which  no  threats  or  persuasion  could  move  them.  Our  men  trampled  them 
into  the  mud  like  logs,  and  moved  on,  in  an  imwavering  line,  perfectly  re- 
gardless of  the  numbers  who  were  falling  u'oundthem.'' 

By  this  time  the  rebels  were  in  mudi  confusion.  Those  in  the  advance 
fof  the  storming  column  w^^  endangered  by  tiie  fire  of  those  in  the  rear. 
They  were  then  directed  to  fall  back.     The  same  writer  continues : — 

^^  No  sooner  had  our  men  fallen  back,  than  there  came  a  portion  of  the 
•Oonfederaie  soldiers  dashing  past  me,  panic-stricken,  and  huddled  together 
like  sheep,  presenting  elq^ant  marks  for  the  grape  and  cannon-balls,  which 
-eat  paths  through  them,  and  hurled  them  writhing  and  digging  into  the 
mud  and  water  of  the  swamp.  One  man,  in  his  haste  to  get  out  of  dan- 
ger, shoved  me  on  one  side,  and  just  at  the  instant  ^  canister-shot  tore  his 
•head  off,  and  spattered  my  face  with  his  blood  and  brains.  On  our  way 
out  we  passed  over  the  ground  which  we  travelled  in  going  in,  and  found 
men  lying  dead  in  every  direction.  When  reaching  the  rear,  we  marched 
into  a  skirt  of  woods  to  rest  for  the  night,  the  fight  having  now  dosed.'* 

The  next  morning  the  rebels,  evidently  to  -flieir  surprise,  foimd  that 
our  victorious  troops  had  i^ain  retreated.  The  same  rebel  officer,  .early  in 
-tiie  mommg,  rode  over  the  battle-field,  and  thus  endeavors  to  describe  a 
•cene  which  neither  pen  nor  pencil  can  tmthftilly  portray : — 

*'  Entering  the  field  at  the  point  where  our  artillery  had  been  posted,  1 
«ame  upon  numbers  of  dead  aud  dying  horses,  whioh,  witii  the  drivers  and 
^nners,  lay  in  a  pile  t<^et^er,  the  several  dismantled  guns,  their  caissons 
fired  and  blown  up  by  the  enemy's  bi&,  all  presenting  an  aspect  of  deso- 
•htion  and  ruin.  Then  came  the  point  at  which  our  infantry  lines  ad- 
vioioed  through  the  open  fields,  and  engaged  those  of  the  enemy.    For  a 
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mfle  the  ground  was  thickly  etrowa  with  the  dead  and  dyings  showing 
with  what  energy  our  men  had  advanced^  and  with  what  eneigy  they*  were 
repulsed.  Men,  mangled  in  every  conceivable  manner,  to  the  number  of 
ten  thousand,  were  strewn  out  before  me.  The'  painful  details  of  our 
wounded  I  willspare  you,  but  wiU  pass  to  the  enemy's  side  of  the  field, 
where  one-half  of  the  number  lay. 

^^  There  were  men  with  tiieir  anns  and  legs  and  hands  shot  off,  bodies 
torn  up,  features  distorted  and  blackened  There  was  one  poor  devil  with 
his  back  broken,  trying  to  pull  himself  along  by  his  hands,  dragging  his 
legs  after  him,  to  get  out  of  the  corn-rows  which  the  last  night's  rain  had 
filled  with  water.  Another,  -with  both  legs  shot  o£^  was  trying  to  steady  the 
mangled  trunk  against  a  gun  stuck  in  the  ground.  A  fair-haired  Yankee 
boy  of  sixteen  was  lying,  with  both  legs  broken,  half  his  body  submerged 
in  water,  with  his  teeth  clinched,  his  finger-nails  buried  in  tiie  flesh,  and 
his  whole  body  quivering  with  agony  and  benuixibed  with  cold.  In 
this  case,  my  pity  got  the  better  of  my  resentment,  and  I  dismounted, 
pulled  him  out  of  the  water,  and  wrapped  him  in  my  blanket,  for  which 
he  seemed  very  gratefiiL  One  of  the  most  touching  things  I  saw  was  a  couple 
of  brothers,  both  wounded,  who  had  crawled  together,  and  one  of  them, 
in  the  act  of  arranging  a  pillow  for  the  other  with  a  blanket,  had  fallen, 
and  they  had  died  with  their  arms  around  one  another,  and  their  cheeks 
together.  But  your  heart  will  sicken  at  these  details,  as  mine  did  at  see- 
ing them,  i^d  I  will  cease." 

^^  Although  the  battle  of  Malvern,"  says  General  McClellan,  in  his  official 
veport,  ^^  \wis  a  complete  victory,  it  was  nevertheless  necessary  to  fall  back 
Btill  farther,  in  order  to  reach  a  point  where  our  supplies  could  be  brought 
to  us  with  certainty.  As  before  stated,  in  the  opinion  of  Captain  Bogers, 
commanding  the  gunboat  flotilla,  this  ooold  only  be  done  below  Ci^ 
Point.  Concurring  in  his  opinion,  I  selected  Harrison's  Bar  as  the  new 
position  of  the  army.  The  exhaustion  of  our  supplies  of  food,  forage,  and 
ammunition,  made  it  imperative  to  meet  the  tran^>ortB  immediately." 

Accordingly,  after  the  signal  repulse  of  the  foe  at  Malvern,  an  order 
was  given  for  a  retreat  at  once,  that  very  night,  to  Harrison's  Bar.  Gen- 
eral Keyes  covered  the  movement.  This  order  was  received  by  many  of 
the  victorious  patriot  generals  with  amazement,  and  even  with  indiguation. 

^^  It  is  one  of  the  strangest  things  in  this  week  of  disaster,"  writes  the 
Bev.  James  J.  Marks,  **'  that  General  McG9ellan  ordered  a  retreat  to  Har- 
rison's Landing,  six  miles  down  the  James  Biver,  after  we  had  gained  so 
decided  a  victory.  When  this  order  was  received  by  the  impatient  and 
eager  army,  consternation  and  amazement  overwhelmed  our  patriotic  and 
ardent  hosts.  Some  refused  to  obey  the  command.  General  Martindale 
shed  tears  of  shame.  The  brave  and  chivabous  Kearney  said,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  many  officers — 

^^  ^  I,  FhUip  Kearney,  an  old  soldier,  enter  my  solemn  protest  against 
this  order  for  retreat.  We  ought,  instead  of  retreating,  to  follow  up  the 
enemy  and  take  Richmond ;  and,  in  fvXL  view  of  /Jl  the  responsibility  of 
such  a  declaration,  I  say  to  you  all,  such  an  order  cau  only  be  prompted 
by  cowardice  or  treason.' 
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^^  And  with  all,  hopelefisneBB  and  despair  auooeeded  the  flnsh  of  triumph. 
In  silence  and  gloom  onr  victorioiiB  army  oommenced  retiring  from  an 
enemy  utterly  broken,  scattered,  and  panic-strick^L  And  when  these 
was  not  a  foe  within  miles  of  us,  we  left  our  wounded  behind  to  perish ; 
and  any  one  witnessing  the  wild  eagerness  of  our  retreat,  would  have  sup- 
posed that  we  were  in  the  greatest  peril  from  a  vigilant  and  triumphant 
enemy." 

Pressing  on,  through  the  night  and  day,  it  was  not  until  after  dark  on 
the  3d  of  July,  that  the  last  train  reached  Harrison's  Bar.  The  carriages 
and  wagons  idone  of  the  army,  in  a  single  line,  would  fill  any  road  for  a 
distance  of  forty  miles.  General  Eleyes  is  highly  commended  for  the  skill 
and  bravery  with  which  he  protected  these  trains.  The  rebels  cautiously 
followed,  throwing  a  few  shells  into  our  rear  ranks,  and  watching  for  an 
opportunitjT  to  pounce  upon  their  prey.  Oeneral  Keyes  broke  down  the 
bridges  behind  him,  felled  trees,  and  so  directed  the  march  that  while  the 
wagons  occupied  the  road,  the  troops  pressed  along  on  either  side.  The 
First  Connecticut  ArtUlery  also,  under  Colonel  Tyler,  secured  warm  com- 
mendation from  General  McClellan,  for  the  skill  with  which  they  withdrew 
all' the  heavy  guns  during  the  retreat 

The  army,  humiliated  by  disaster,  and  yet  ennobled  by  heroism,  re- 
mained inactive,  in  comfortable  encampment  on  the  river-banks,  during  the 
months  of  July  and  August.  In  the  mean  time  the  Government  was 
anxiously  deliberating  respecting  ftiture  movements.  General  McClellan 
plead  earnestly  for  reenforcements,  that  he  might  again  march  upon  Rich* 
mond. 

On  the  8th  of  July  the  President  visited  the  discomfited  army.  On 
the  25th  of  July  General  Halleck  and  General  Bumsido,  who,  with  a  large 
force,  had  come  from  North  Carolina  to  Fortress  Monroe,  met  the  general 
officers  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  to  decide  upon  ftiture  movements. 
The  army  was  found  to  be  in  a  state  of  great  despondency.  Their  losses 
in  tents,  cooking  utensils,  camp  comforts,  and  military  equipments  had 
been  enormous.  The  temporary  hospitals  were  crowded  with  the  sick,  and 
the  number  was  increasing.  The  general  feeling  expressed  by  the  officers 
was,  that  the  army  was  not  in  a  condition  to  fight,  and  that  it  should  be 
withdrawn  from  the  Peninsula.  General  McCleUan,  in  his  subsequent 
testimony  before  the  Coi^ressional  Committee,  estimated  the  force  which 
he  had  at  Harrison's  Landing  at  between  eighty-five  and  ninety  thousand 
men.  As  the  General  thought  he  could  not  march  upon  Bichmond  with 
less  than  fifty  thousand  reenforcements,  it  was  decided  to  withdraw  the 
army  as  rapidly  as  possible,  that  it  might  oo-operate  with  the  army  under 
General  Pope,  then  in  the  presence  of  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy. 
I  The  narrative  we  have  given  sufficiently  indicates  the  causes  of  the 
fJEulure  of  this  campaign.  The  unfortunate  choice  of  the  York  Biver  and 
the  Chickahominy,  rendered  it  absolutely  necessary  that  the  army  should 
be  divided,  and  a  force  left  for  the  protection  of  Washington.  As  it  was, 
the  Capital  narrowly  escaped  falling  into  rebel  hands.  Moving  as  we  did, 
our  onty  hope  was  in  the  celerity  of  our  advance.  It  is  now  manifest  that 
the  rude  intrenchments  at  Yorktown,  feebly  manned  by  not  more  than 
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tteven  thousand  rebels,  could  easfly  hare  been  carried  by  our  majeBtic  army 
by  assault  in  a  few  hours.  'Hie  long  delay  of  a  month  there,  in  throwing 
np  works  second  only  to  those  which  frowned  upon  Sebastopol,  and  from 
which  we  had  scarcely  an  opportunity  to  fire  a  gun ;  the  snail-like  pace 
at  which  we  advanced  up  the  Peninsula,  with  no  opposing  foe,  an#;over 
good  roads,  which  the  sun  had  ihen  dried ;  and  the  final  spreading  out  of 
our  army  astride  the  Chickahominy,  and  through  its  dismal  swamps,  where 
the  wings  could  aflTord  each  other  no  protection,  are  certainly  to  be  assigned 
ca  the  primary  and  the  final  causes  of  our  disastrous  faflure* 

At  the  close  of  this  short,  memorable,  terrible  campaign,  Jefferson 
Davis  addressed  his  troops  in  the  following  terms :  ^^  Ten  days  ago  an  in^ 
vading  army,  vastly  superior  to  you  in  number,  and  the  materiel  of  war, 
closely  beleaguered  your  capital,  and  vauntingly  proclaimed  its  speedy  cow- 
quest.  You  marched  to  attack  the  en^ny  in  his  intrenchments ;  witk 
well-directed  movements  and  death-defying  valor,  you  <^aiged  upon  hint 
in  his  strong  positions,  drove  him  from  field  to  field,  over  a  distance  dt 
more  than  thirty-five  miles,  and,  despite  his  re^forcements,  compelled 
him  to  seek  safety  under  cover  of  his  gunboats,  where  he  now  lies  cowei^ 
ing  before  the  army  so  lately  divided  and  threatened  with  entire  subju^ 
gation." 

On  the  4th  of  July,  General  McClellan  issued  the  following  prochir 
mation  to  his  troops,  in  tones  of  sadness,  yet  of  triumph  : — 

"  Soldiers  op  the  Abmt  of  the  Potomac  :  Your  adiievements  of  the 
past  ten  days  have  illustrated  the  valor  and  endurance  of  the  Americas 
soldier.  Attacked  by  superior  forces,  and  without  hopes  of  reenforee* 
ments,  you  have  succeeded  in  changing  your  base  of  operations  by  a 
flank  movement,  always  regarded  as  the  most  hazardous  of  military  opera- 
tions. You  have  saved  all  your  guns,  except  a  few  lost  in  battle,  taking 
in  return  guns  and  colors  from  the  enemy. 

.  "TJpon  your  march  you  have  been  assailed,  day  after  day,  with  dea- 
perate  friry,  by  men  of  the  same  race  and  nation,  skilftQly  ma^ed  and  led. 
Under  every  disadvantage  of  number,  and  necessarily  of  position  also,  you 
have  in  every  conflict  beaten  back  your  foes  with  enormous  slaughter. 

**  Your  conduct  ranks  you  among  the  celebrated  armies  of  history. 
ITone  win  now  question  that  each  of  you  may  always,  with  pride,  say,  *  I 
belong  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.'  You  have  reached  this  new  base 
complete  in  organization  and  unimpaired  in  spirit.  The  enemy  may  at 
any  time  attack  you — we  are  prepared  to  meet  them.  I  have  personally 
established  your  lines.  Let  them  come,  and  we  will  convert  their  repulse 
into  a  final  defeat  Your  Government  is  cttrengthening  you  with  the 
resources  of  a  great  people.  On  this  our  nation's  birthday,  we  declare 
to  our  foes,  who  are  rebeils  against  the  best  interests  of  mankind,  that  this 
army  shall  enter  the  capital  of  the  so-called  Confoderacy ;  that  our  K»- 
tional  Constitution  shall'  prevail,  and  that  the  Union,  which  can  alone 
ensure  internal  peace  and  external  seeurity  to  each  State,  must  and  shall 
be  preserved,  cost  what  it  may  In  time,  treasure,  and  blood. 

^<  GaoBOB  B.  MoOlkllak,  Major-Oeneral  Oommandinff.^ 
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Rebel  Hi8tobiak& 

By  an  order  of  the  President,  dated  June  22, 1862,  just  before  General 
McClellan's  army  on  the  Chickahominy  ccnnmenced  its  disastrous  "  change 
of  base/'  the  separate  commands  of  Generals  Fremont,  Banks,  and 
McDowell,  And  those  in  the  fortifications  around  Washington,  which 
forces  had  been  reserved  for  the  protection  of  the  Capital,  were  con- 
Bolidated  into  three  corps  cTarmSey  and  called  the  Army  of  Virginia.  Ac- 
cording to  military  usage,  General  Fremont,  as  senior  officer,  was  entitled 
to  the  command.  But  the  three  officers  above  mentioned  were  each  1^ 
with  their  former  commands,  while  Major-General  Pope,  who  had  won 
distinction  in  the  Wei^t,  was  appointed  General-in-Chief  of  these  united 
armies.  The  late  successes  of  General  Fremont  against  Jackson,  his  uur 
•  deniable  qualifications  as  a  prompt  and  efficient  officer,  and  his  priority  ot 
rank,  were  not  sufficient  to  counterbalance  those  political  considerations 
which,  in  the  Cabinet,  decreed  this  his  virtual  degradation.  General  Fre- 
mont at  once  requested  to  be  relieved  of  this  subordinate  conmiand.  He 
was  severely  blamed  for  it  by  many,  as  being  wanting  in  patriotism.  But, 
had  he  not  resigned,  he  would  have  been  still  more  sevefely  blamed  as 
mean-spirited,  and  ready  to  brook  indignity  for  the  sake  of  office. 

General  Pope,  in  assuming  the  command,  issued  a  proclamation  to  his 
army,  which  reflected  severely  and  justly  upon  the  wonderfully  mild  and 
lenient  manner  in  which  some  of  his  predecessors  had  conducted  their 
campaigns.  This  caused  great  exasperation  amcmg  many  of  the  officers 
who  had  adopted  General  McClellan's  views  respecting  the  best  mode  of 
prosecuting  tilie  war,  and  who  were  not  prepared  for  those  vigorous  meas- 
ures with  which  General  Pope  wished  to  crush,  rather  than  caress  the  re- 
bellion. 

The  Army  of  Virginia  was  direoted  by  General  Pope  henceforth  to  sub- 
sist on  the  enemy's  country.  Vouchers  for  supplies  seized  were  to  be  given 
t^  those  who  cotdd  prove  tiieir  loyalty.  The  inhabitants  in  the  vicinity  were 
t9  be  held  responsible  for  the  destruction  of  railroad  bridges  and  telegraph 
mres,  and  for  the  outrages  of  gnemllas.  Those  refusing  the  ot^  of 
allegiance  were  to  be  sent  beyond  the  army  lines,  and  treated  as  spies 
should  they  again  return.     - 
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These  orders  excited  great  indignation  in  rebeldom.  They  had  been 
aeonstomed  to  treatment  eo  gentle,  that  this  mode  of  conducting  the  war, 
with  the  same  imgloyed  hmd  with  which  they  had  been  striking  their 
hardest  blows,  seemed  a  great  oatrage.  In  response,  they  uttered  the  most 
teirible  threats  of  retaliation.  Gen^*al  Pope,  his  oflScers  and  soldiers,  were 
declared  to  be  outlaws,  beyond  the  pale  of  the  ordinary  humanities  of 
war. 

At  this  time,  Major-General  Halleck  was  summoned  from  the  West  to 
take  tlie  post,  at  Washington^  of  Oeneral-in-Ghief  of  all  the  armies  of 
the  United  States.  He  entered  upem  hk  dutiee  July  28d,  186d,  when  the 
bleedii^,  mchaosted  Army  of  the  Potomac  was  recovering  at  Harrison^ 
Landing  from  its  heroic  exertions  during  the  Seven  Days'  Battles.  He 
eareftdly  inrettigatod  the  ccmditipn  of  the  troops  at  the  Landing,  and  held 
personal  interviews  with  General  McClellan.  The  defeated  General,  as 
we  have  stated,  asked- for  a  reenforcem^it  of  fifty  thousand  men,  that  he 
might  make  another  attempt  upon  Bichmond.  It  was  impossible  to  frimish 
tiiese  troops  without  exposing  Washington  and  the  borders  of  Maryland 
and  Pennsylvania  to  an  invasion,  for  which  the  rebels  had  made  great 
preparations.  Under  these  circumstances,  General  Halleck  deemed  it 
necessary  to  withdraw  McClellan's  army  from  the  Peninsula,  and  unite  it 
with  the  Aarmy  <^  Yirginia.  Against  this  measure  General  McClellan 
remonstrated  vehemently.  It  however  received  the  approval  of  the 
Administration,  and  of  a  bitterly  disappointed  nation. 

Unfortunately,  in  this  case,  as  in  many  others,  there  was  a  lamentable 
want  of  promptness  in  executing  the  movements  which  had  been  decided 
upon.  It  was  not  until  the  14th  of  August  that  the  evacuation  was 
commenced,  eleven  days  after  the  order  for  the  immediate  removal  of  the 
army  for  Acquia  Creek.  The  loss  of  these  precious  days  cost  thousands  of 
Irves  and  millions  of  treasure.  We  had  the  entire  control  of  James  River 
and  Chesapeake  Bay,  and  a  vast  fleet  of  gun-boats  and  transports  were 
placed  at  the  diq>06al  of  Gteneral  McClellan,  to  expedite  the  withdrawal  of 
&e  troops. 

General  Pope  left  Washington  on  the  37th  of  July,  to  take  the  field. 
The  task  assigned  to  the  Army  of  Virginia  was  important  and  hazardous. 
It  was  to  cover  Washington,  guard  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  and,  by  bold 
operations  on  the  northern  approaches  to  Richmond,  to  draw  away  the 
rebel  army  ft^m  any  further  adults  upon  McClellan.  Thus  these  im- 
perilled troops  at  Harrison's  Landing  could  be  removed  unmolested,  and, 
by  junction  with  the  Army  of  Virginia,  could  secure  the  Capital,  and  move 
by  a  new  line  upon  Richmond. 

It  was  greatly  to  be  feared  that  the  rebels  would  throw  thf  ir  whole 
force  upon  Washington  before  General  McClellan's  army  could  effect  a 
jimction  with  the  Army  of  Virginia.  If  this  should  be  so,  General  Pope 
would  be  in  the  most  inmiinent  periL  The  rebels  could  entirely  outnum- 
ber him,  and,  apparently,  Washington  must  fall.  Hence  it  was  a  matter  of 
momentous  importance  that  General  McClellan  should  remove  his  troops 
as  speedily  as  possible.  And  hence  it  was  that  his  extrlftordinary  dilatori- 
ness  was  deemed  quite  inexplicable. 
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The  thie  cbndftion  of  the  two  trmim  and  the  peril  of  Wsdxfaigtoii  were 
kept  as  fffl*  as  possible  from  the  pnblic.  But  the  betfc^  infonned,  i^  over 
the  land,  awaited  events  with  hushed  voice  and  in  intense  «mefcy.  TIm 
greater  portion  of  General  Pope^s  army  wie  ststieiied  at  Culpepper  «iid  at 
Fredericksburg.!  His  force  extending  along  the  Bapidan  eouM  Ulster 
in  all  but  twenty-eight  thousand  men.  On  the  7th  rf  A«^usl,  Gtfier^ 
Pope  learned  that  the  rebels,  in  great  force,  were  crossing  the  Kapidaa  ai 
several  points.  He  ordered  his  troops,  who  had  been  disp^'sed  for  the 
sake  of  observation,  immediately  to  rally  at  Culpepper.  Dnriog  ike  &»&- 
noon  of  Friday,  the  8th,  Cmwford's  brigade  (^Banks's  corps  was  di^Nitched 
towank  Cedar  or  Slaughter  Mountain, '  te  i^tard  the  menr^imits  of  the 
enemy.  Early  on  Saturday  morning.  General  Banks,  who  had  ttte  previous 
evening  promptly  arrived  from  Hazel  lliver.  was  dent  forward,  with  hit 
whole  corps  bf  about  seven  thousand  men,  to  join  G^ieral  Crawfotd. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Culpepper  Court^House,  north  ot  i^e  Bapidan,  and  a 
little  on  the  west  of  the  Alexandria  and  Orange  Railroad,  there  is  a  very 
considerable  eminence,  called  Cedar  Mountain.  As  this  heavy  swell  of  land 
stood  upon  the  plantation  of  the  Bev.  D.  F.  Slaughter,  it  was  sometiinaB 
called  Slaughter  Mountain.  On  Tliursday  morning,  the  7th  <^' August, 
the  rebels  in  great  force,  under  General  ^^  Stonewall "  Jackson,  crossed  the 
Bapld$n,  and,  advancing  upon  Culpepper,  stationed  themselves,  on  Satrn^ 
day,  strongly  upon  Cedar  Mountain.  General  Banks  was  immediately 
sent  forward  from  the  direction  of  Culpepper  to  retard,  and,  if  poesiUe,  to 
arrest,  the  fhrther  advances  of  the  foe.  At  the  same  time,  G^ieral  Sigel, 
by  forced  marches,  was  hast^xing  to  the  support  of  General  Banks* 

The  rebels  were  strongly  intrenched,  and  concealed  in  the  neavy  woods 
which  covered  the  sides  of  the  hill.  About  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
they  cautiously,  but  in  great  force,  emei^ed  from  the  forest  and  advanoed 
upon  General  ]3anks,  assailing  him  with  a  terrific  fire  of  artiHeiy  and  in- 
fantry. General  Crawford's  brigade  of  General  Banks's  command,  con- 
sisting of  the  Forty-sixth  Pennsylvania,  Tenth  Maine,  Twenty^dghth 
New  York,  and  Fifth  Connecticut,  was  conspicuous  in  this  keroie  aad 
sanguinary  fight.  This  brigade  was  dra^^  up  in  line  in  tbe  ec^  of  the 
woods,  feeing  the  south.  There  was  a  spacious  wheatKfidd  before  them, 
about  eighty  rods  across,  ftom  north  to  south.  The  wheat  bad  just  been 
harvested,  and  the  shocks  of  grain  were  still  standing  dispersed  throughout 
the  field.  The  ground  sloped  gently  towards  the  south  to  a  marshy  run  or 
ravine,  beyond  which  Cedar  Mountain  rose  abruptly,  covered  with  a  denae 
forest,  within  which  the  rebels  had  found  their  loir. 

The  rebels  opened  their  fire  from  heavy  batteries  on  Cedar  Mountaia, 
in  positions  considerably  above  those  occupied  by  the  National  troops.  At 
first  it  was  a  battle  with  artillery  alone,  the  two  forces  being  about  n 
mile  from  each  other.  Bapidly  the  rebels  multiplied  their  batteries,  con- 
centrating upon  the  National  troops  a  fire  of  terrible  severity.  The.  an- 
noyance was  do  great  that  it  became  essential,  by  a  desperate  bayonet 
eharge,  to  endeavor  to  silence  some  of  these  guns. 

It  wf^  about  six  o'clock  when  the  order  was  given  to  charge.  Tke 
troops  sprang  forward  at  the  double-quick.    They  had  not,  however,  pre- 
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oaeded  te|  im  the  ftill  rtm.  over  the  <q^eu  fi^M^  viien  tba  rebels  o]>«ned 
ipon  tbem  a  ^mahi^g  fir^  firiHi^  their  batteries  The  patriote,  in  their 
exposed  poeition^  presented  a  target  which  scarcely  any  shot  could  fail  to  hit 
A  stonut  of  gvape  aad  canister,  fell  upon  them,  and  still  they  pressed  on. 
A  wake  of  the  dead  and  of  the  wounded  was  left  in  tibe  path  they  traversed. 
With  load  oheera  they  mabed  into  the  woods,  where  the  baMeries  were 
belching  forth  their  incessant  volleys^  when  these  q)rang  fiiom  the  under- 
brush audi  aa  ovw^helming  force  of  the  rebelsi  pouring  in  upon  the 
patriota  a  p#int-Uank  fire  of  musketry^  that  retreat  became  inevitable. 

In  the  midst  of  thia  soena  of  awfol  carnage,  many  noble  patriots  felL 
Among  them  waa  lieutenant  Henry  M.  Dutton,  son  of  Governor  Dutton, 
(A  Coonediei^  This  young  nuus  ii^  early  life,  had  beccone  &  disciple  of 
the  Saviour.  Graduating  at  Yale  College,  imd  having  successiully  prose- 
cuted the  study  of  the  law  in  the  Yale  Law  School,  he  entered  upon  thb 
practiee  of  his  pvctfessioB  in  the  beautifql  town  of  Litchfield,  in  his  native 
State.  There  was  here  open  before  him  a  career  of  honor,  of  competence^ 
and  of  faafqpy  domestic  life.  3ut  this  infamous  rebellion  raised  its  banner, 
menmsg  omr  National  existence.  The  soul  of  yocmg  Dutton  was  fired« 
With  all  the  endiusiaam  of  his  nature,  he  engaged  in  the  service  of  his 
ooontry,  first  in  raising  volunteers,  and  then,  going  forward  himself  into 
the  fidd  of  batde.  In  the  battle  of  Winchester,  i^d  during  all  General 
Bankfl^s  heroic  retreat,  down  the  Valley  of  the  Shenandoah,  he  rendered 
himeelf  oonspiououa  for  his  aagaqity  and  his  bopavery.  Here,  at  Cedar 
MbuntaiB,  cheecH^  on  his  men,  he  himself  among  the  foremost  in  the  im* 
petuouB  chaige,  a  bullet  pierced  his  body  and  he  fell  dead  Such  are  the 
saerifieee  which  this  demon  of  rebelli<m  has  laid  in  hecatombs  up^  her 
^tar.  History  baa  pise^^ented  to  my  vietr  few  scenes  more  sad,  than  the 
vifidcm  of  the  venerabLo  father,  of  this  young  man,  a  few  days  after  the  bat^ 
tie,  wandeving  over  this  fi<^d  in  the  iviavaili^g  endeavor  to  find  the 
remains  of  this  iiis  beloved  and  only  son.  .      '  . 

In.  this  persist^it  G<»ifiict^  whiich  night  alone  terminated,  the  National 
tiDopa  under  General  jBanks  were,  according  to  General  Pope's  official 
report,  but  seven  thousand  in  number.  The  rebelS|  according  to  tl^e  Sich- 
moBd  Eieiwimw,  wevie  Meea  thousand.  Both  parties  elaimed  the  victory. 
Keitiier  were  entitled  to  it  Still,  the  Kational  troops  might  well  feel 
ewidtfaifa,  thaA  they  had  h^ld  twice  their  own  number  at  bay,  and  had 
effeotuaQy  arrested  the  onward  mw*eh  of  the  rebels.  Both  parties  reposed 
oo  their  aarms  in  line  of  battle  during  the  night,  while  cannon-shot  and 
shells  were  interchanged  until  midnight.  Two  or  three  hundred  in  this 
oumooade  were  l^st  on  each  side.  ](t  was  a  mild,  beautifuii  brilliant 
aatumual  nig}^  The  landscape,  in  its  panorama  of  meadqw,  mountain,, 
w4  foeestv  praseMted  a  scene  of  rare  loveliness,  iHgimined  by  the,  rays  of 
ti^e  full  moon.  And  there,  in  the  narrow  space  of  two  hundred  yards,  were 
bwidreids  of  the  dyimg,  groaning  iji;i  agpuy.  Ko  help  could  reach  thi^m.  Be* 
ei^Mr^ements  had  arrived  to  strengthen  the  thin  and  decimated  lines  of  the 
National  troops.  About  twelve  o'clock  at  night.  Generals  Pope,  Banks,, 
aswl  Sigel  wiere  m  oonference  on  a  hill  which  they  had  seletted  for  their 
ilighfc  biYOwe^  and  which  commanded  a.  view  of  the  field  of  battle*    Sad- 
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denly  a  shower  of  bullets  ftcfm  some  rebel  pickets,  who  had  crept  neat 
them,  pnt  the  whole  party  to  flight.  For  the  rest  of  the  night  there  was 
comparative  silence.  ^ 

As  the  light  of  Sxmdaj  morning  dawned,  both  armies  were  found  in 
l^e  same  position  which  they  had  ocoopied  at  the  dose  of  the  battle  on 
the  preceding  night.  Each  party  had,  however,  siiffin^  too  severely  to 
assnme  the  initiative  in  renewing  the  conflict.  The  rebels  wa:^  stall 
numerically  the  stronger,  bnt  the  Katicmal  troc^  had  received  snch  rein- 
forcements that  the  attempt  to  break  tiirongh  their  ranks  had  beeonie 
hopeless.  After  looking  at  each  other  defiantly  for  a  Aort  time,  Ihe 
rebels  commenced  a  retreat.  Monday  was  spent  in  the  mdancholy  duties 
of  burying  the  dead  and  relieving  the  wounded.  The  retreating  enemy 
left  many  of  their  dead  upon  the  field,  and  large  numbers  of  their  wounded 
were  picked  up  and  carefully  nursed  by  the  National  troops.  General 
Buford,  with  a  column  of  cavalry  and  artillery,  pursued  the  fugitives  to 
the  banks  of  the  Kapidan. 

General  Pope,  in  his  official  report,  says:  ^^The  behavior  of  General 
Banks's  corps  during  the  action  was  very  fine.  No  greater  gaUatttiy  and 
daring  could  be  exhibited  by  any  troops.  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of 
the  ceaseless  intrepidity  of  General  Banks  himsdf,  during  the  whole  of 
the  engagement.  He  was  in  th^  iront,  and  exposed  as  much  as  any  man  « 
in  the  command.  His  example  was.  of  the*  greatest  benefit,  and  should 
receive  the  commeiidation*  of'  his  Government.  Generals  Williams, 
Augur,  Gorman,  Crawford,  Prince,  Grewi,  and  Geary  behaved  with  oon 
spicuous  gallantry:  I  desire  publicly  to  express  my  af^reciation  of  the 
prompt  and  skilftil  manner  in  which  Generals  McDowell  and  Sigel  brought 
forward  their  respective  commands  and 'established 'them  on  tiie  field,  and 
for  their  cheerful  and  hearty  co-operation  with  me'fitmi  b^inning  to  «id. 
Brigadier-Generai  Boberts,  chi^  of  cavdiy,  was.  conspicuous  for  his  gal^ 
iMtry.''  '     •  '  • 

The  National  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  was  one  thousand 
five  hundred.  The  rebels,  claiming  a  victory,  admitted  «•  ^oss  <rf  but  one 
hundred  killed  and  six  hundred  wounded. 

This  advance  of  ^  tl^e  rebel  troops  across  the  Rapidan  was  designed  to 
try  the  spirit  and  discipline  of  General  Pope's  troops,  preparatory  to  a 
grand  movement  of  the  whole  of  Lee's  army.  This  army  had  now,  dirough 
a  merciless  conscription,  been  swelled  to  at  least  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  men.  General  Lee  resolved  utterly  to  destroy  General  Pope'a 
little  band  of  troops  before  he  could  receive  any  recnfinroements  frost 
Gt^neral  McOlellan,  who  was  so  tardily  moving  his  divisions  firom  the 
Penmsula.  The  appalling  strength  of  Lee's  army,  and  his  plans,  weie 
made  known  by  dispatches,  which  had  fortunately  been  captured  on  thetr 
way  to  General  Stuart  It  was  thus  ascertained  that  the  whole  rebel 
tfrmy  was  making  fbrced  marches  f6r  the  Bapidan.  By  the  18th  it  con- 
fronted ihe  National  f<>rces,  in  a  line  extending  from  Bacoon  Ford  to 
Liberty  Mills. 

General  Pope,  having  less  than  thirty  thousand  men  with  whom  to 
resist  the  march  of  over  one  hundred  thousand,  was  obliged  to  resort  to 


f 


GEKEBAL    POPE'S    CAICPAIGK.  lit 

imn(BTiTTe0  to  gain  time  for  the  reenfercements  to. meet  him,  'which  he  so 
amoQsly  awaited*  On  the  14th,  General  Bene  had  arrived  with  tight 
th>nBand  troops  from  Falmonth,  a  portion  of  General  Bnmside's  command* 
Oi  the  18th,  the  rebels  had  assembled  in  snch  force  on  the  Bapidan,  that 
Gaieral  Pope  was  compelled  to  retire  to  the  Bappahannock.  This  retreat 
he  skilftdly  effected  withont  loss.  The  National  army  took  a  position 
beKnd  the  north  fork  of  the  riv^,  holding,  wiA  its  left,  Kelly^s  Ford, 
whie  its  right  rested  three  mOes  above  Rappahannodc  Station,  on  the 
Oiange  and  Alexandria  Saihroad.  ^ 

On  the  morning  of  the  20th,  the  enemy's  advance  drove  m  the  Union 
pickets,  and  attempted  to  cross  the  river  at  Kelly's  Ford.  As  General 
P»pe  was  expecting  GoniwJ  McClellan's  army  to  join  him  by  the  way  of 
JV^ericksburg,  it  was  of  the  greatest  importance  to  retain  communication 
wth  that  city.  During  the  whole  of  the  21st  and  22d,  the  rebels  kept  np 
a  continnons  fire  of  artillery,  and  persisted  in  their  endeavors  to  effect  a 
cioBsing.  They  were  snccessfillly  resisted.  At  length  they  began  slowly 
to  ascend  the  river,  hoping  to  tnm  the  Union  right,  which  was  held  by 
General  Sigel. 

If  ith  over  twenty  miles  of  commimlcation  below. to  preserve.  General 
Pope  oonld  not  follow  this  movement  by  extending  his  own  line.  General 
8]gel  was  therefore  directed  to  allow  the  rebels  to  cross  at  Snlphnr  Springs, 
but  to  resist  them  at  every  point  below.  At  the  same  time  he  was  to  de- 
velop his  lines  towards  Warrenton.  While  these  days  of  awftil  peril  were 
passing,  thfe  lon^  looked-for  reinforcements  did  not  come.  The  rebels 
sent  a  large  detachment  to  move  iip  the  river,  while  the  mass  of  their  army 
confronted  the  Union  lin^.  Pope's  flank  would  soon  be  turned.  The 
heroic  Union  General  then  resolved  to  attack  with  his  whole  force  the  flank 
and  rear  of  the  long -column  marching  up  the  rivter; 

It  was  a  h&zardous  movement.  Sut  he  must  else  &11  back  on  "Warren- 
ton  and  abandon  the  line  of  the  Rappahannock,  or  retire  by  Fredericks- 
burg and  lose  direct  railroad  communication  with  Washington.  Orders 
were  given  to  make  the  attack  on  the  morning  of  the  28d;  but  during  the 
night  there  was  a  heavy  rain,  which  Raised  the  river  six  or  eight  feet, 
carried  away  the  bridges,  and  rendered  the  fords  impassable.  In  the  midst 
of  the  gloom  of  this  tempestuous  night,  a  small  rebel  cavalry  force  crossed 
at  Waterloo  Bridge,  and  made  a  raid  on  Catletf  s  Station,  where  all  the  ' 
army  trains  were  packed.  They  destroyed  a  few  wagons,  but  were  soon 
driven  off.  They,  however,  captured  the  baggage  of  General  Pope,  with 
ftnportant  papers. 

As  it  was  thought  that  the  rise  of  the  river  would  impede  the  crossing 
of  the  rebels  above  our  right,  Gleneral  Sigel  was  ordered  to  attack  them  at 
Sulphur  Spring^.  He  was  quite  successfhl.  The  rebels  were  driven  across 
the  river,  destroying  the  bridges  behind  them.  He  then  moved  down  the 
river  to  Waterloo  Bridge.  Cteneral  Pope's  line  now  extended  from  Water- 
loo Bridge  to  Sulphur  Springs,  and  thence  to  Warrenton.  Late  in  the 
afternoon  of  this  day,  the  24th,  over  thirty-six  regiments  of  infantry,  besides 
artfllery  and  cavalry,  belonging  to  "  Stonewall  *•  Jackson's  command, 
Were  seen  from  the  Union  Stations  marching  towards  Bectortown,  in  1i>^ 
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Taltej  betw/^u  the  Blx^  Bidge  and  tlie  BnU BtmHon^tii^.  It  wfM»  tibi^ 
f  ^dent  mtentio^  to  tarn  Genera^  Pope'e  i^^t  in  the  ^ireoticm  of  Thoro^i^? 
fiure  Q^,  wliile  the  maui  body  of  tho  rebeb  were  slpll  oon&onting  him  h^ 
i^E^rlop  BiJdge. 

Straggling  again&t  Buch  fearl^  odda,  and  mth  no  hope  of  ihe  iq)ee4]^ 
f^TLTal  of  General  McClellan's  army^  which  would  fa^ye  i^elieved  him  of  all 
emibarrassmentBi  General  Pope  waa.  compelled  to  t^batndon  cpmmu^eatbna 
with  Frecierick^burg,  and  no  longer  to  oppgae  the  rebels  irom  croB^ini  at 
iUppahannock  Station.  It  was  clear  that  the  strong  rebel  detachment 
^nt  t^rpnghj  ThoroughfSEure  Gap  w^  designed  to  ent  off  hia  snppHea  &^m. 
Washij^ton.  General  Popie,  having  for  eight  4^70  v^^  heroicallj  arreatod 
^e  adva^Qoe  of  Lee'a  masaiye  col9mn8  npon  the  Capijbal^  choaa  ^  new  liie^ 
fuimirabjj  adapted  for  de&nce,  extetidhig  hia  army  from  Warrentontf 
jGainesTiUe,  to  i;nake  a  new  stancL  Beeoforoem^nta  hfid  he^  pnahed  fonwajd^ 
fp  that.  G^ner^  Pope  h^  now  about  ^fiy-five.  thousand,  i^en  with  whi2h 
ift  oppoae  oyer  one  hondfred  thonaaady  fl^i^hed  with  Bncc^aa^  and  inspirited 
\j  ^e  prom^^d  invasion  of  Kort^em  citjiea  fj^  the  capture  of  TV^aahington. 

Marches,  countermarches,  skirmishes,  battlea,  surprises,  raid9»  were  fpi^ 
ffdvei^  days  blei^ded  iuf  in^xtsocable  can|aaion«  A  small  band  of  heroio 
pae];i  performed,  prodigies  of  valor  in  beatitag  back  their  Bii«ranning  foea 
The  rebels  aeized  Manaas^  Junction^  with  a  vf^t  apiount  of  atorea,  which 
&i)  their  ^u^ogry  months  u,n1;il  they  reached  Maryland. 

As:  v(re  have  meutioned,  Genier^  Pope's  proolamation  iq>0Q  assn^oiing 
^pojq^and  greatly  displeased  many  of  his  fellowrofficers/  particularly  the 
eai:i;Le^  fip^ds  of  General  lyCcCleUan.,  Part^  lines  were  begiiming  to  b^ 
veiy  strofigly  drawn  between  the  supporter  and  the  asaailanta  Qf  that  un- 
fcnrtunat^ofELcer.  *  The  signal  ^uocesa  of  Poper  would  cast  an  additicmtd.  eclipse 
upon  the  reputation  of  l^cCldiil^n. '  It  soon,  became  manifest  that  tber^* 
"s^&xie  papers*  o£  highetM;  position  under  Pope's  conmiand  who  did  not 
cordially  oo-operate  with  him-  Genend  Pope  desesrvea  very  great  credit  • 
fdr  conducting  the  ^^fence  so  ably,. under  these  disastrous  circumstances* 
l^everal  of  General  Pope's  most  wise  combinations,  which  promised  dis; 
tingnjfthed  success^  failed  tlp*oug^  la,^k  of  co-operation,  and  through  positivQ 
disobedience  of  orders:  It  is  difficult  to  avoid  the  conplusion,  that  there 
were  some,  of  the  Uni<^n  generals  who  wished  to  see  General  Pope  defeated. 

The  rebels  Jackson  and  Longstreet,  wit^  their  strong  djivisions,  aeaqi 
^ected  a  junction  east  of  th^  !duU  $un  Mountains,  Y^^  the  ISth  of 
August  to  the  27tb,  the  patriot  troops  had  been  marching  and  fighting 
almost  incessantly,  night  and  day.  During  all  this  time  the  roar  of  artillerjr 
waa  scarcely  intermitted  for  an  hour.  TH^e  men  wQre  worn  dpwn  with 
lleeplessness,  fatigue,  and  hunger.  As  the  varioup  corps  were  incessantlj 
moving  and  fightings  it  was*  Ibund  very  difficult  to  keep  thein  supplied  with 
ipnmunition.  StiU,  just  before  the  junction,  Genera}  Pope  fell  Ti^rousl^ 
upon  Jackson  at  Manassas,  and  the  rebel  divii^on  of  t^vtenty-five  ^ou^an^ 
men  would  apparently  have  been  destroyed,  had  all  of  Pc^'s  g^erals  givez^ 
him  their  cordial  <?o-operation.  Qe  had  sent  emphatic  orders  to  GBneral^ 
JTitz-John  Porter  torhaaten.  ^  tha.sQ^o  of  afrtion.  In  GeiD^eral.  Pope'ii 
Ip^rti  he  aay a  ;7— 
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'^  ^jToitrng  WHS  hmxd  of  Genera}  Port^,  iM»d  liis  forces  topk  nof  purt) 
whatever  in  the  action ;  bnt  were  suffered  by  him  to  lie  idle  on  their  frm^ 
within  sigjkt  aii4  sound  of  th^  bi^tk,  dxyring  the  whole  d;^.  80  far  as  I 
hijowj  he  made  no  effort  whatever  to  complj  with  mj  ordeni,  or  to  take  an/ 
pavt  in  the  motion*,  I  do  not  he»ita,te  to  ^ay  that  if  he  had  discharged  hia 
doty,  as  beowie  %  soldier  nnder  the  oftrcnJBpi3taAoe%  loid  hii4  made  a  vigoI^ 
9Ui  «da^^  on  ih^  enemy,  as  he  was  eiqpected  and  directed  to  do,  we 
should  have  utterly  crushed  or  captured  the  larger  portion  of  Jadcson'a^ 
fcroa." 

This  ha4tiia  with  th^  troops  of  the  ve^wned  StoQewaJl  Jackson  was  onq 
of  the  Sfvcest  of  the  oaynpaigp,  Qver  th^  wide^e^^tepde^  fields  and  throug})i 
the  intricacies  of  one  of  the  most  complicated  scenes  of  battle^  hope  and 
dsspair  on  boA  sides  alternated,  ^qw  the  yell  of  the  rebel  rose  exuHaut 
ever  the  thnnders  of  wain's  tempest.  Again  the  cheer  of  the  patriot  pierced, 
the  batt],e-cloud«  At  oque  momeait  a  long  billow  of  rebel  gray  surge4  over 
the  fiel4-  The  mezt  moment  H  had  disappeared,  and  a  wave  of  blu^,  with| 
its  cxm^  of  patriot  flBga,  swept  thi^  phw.  B^qrely  c^  one  find,  in  all  thoi 
fonflic^  of  past  ^gea,  a  struggle  so  desperate.  General  Porter  was  subset 
quently  dismissed  firom  the  service  in  disgrace  by  President  lincoln,,  on 
Ae-findiug  of  a  co9rt-inarlial  in  Washington.  General  Pope's  conduct  in 
thia  eamp^^.  Qierita  the  highest  comm^d^tion. 

The  tTnion  lose  in  this  battle  of  August  29th  wi^  very  severe,  being  not 
fe^  than  six  thousand.  The  rebels  suffered*  still  heavier  lossesc  They  did 
not  allow  any  official  documents  of  the  disa^t^rs  of  the  campaign  to  be  pub- 
Hshed.  Longstreet's  corps  having  joined  Jackson  near  iixe  dose  of  the 
battle^  the  patriots,  early  in  the  night,  fell  hack  towards  Gainesville,  tQ 
take  .a  mon^  &vorable  position  for  the  renewal  of  the  strife  on  the  morrow^ 
They  weare  neai  ihJt  fan^ons  old  ba^ttle-grom^id  of  Bull  Buu* 

While  these  seines  were  tr^nspirijugt  Geuj^ral  I^aUeck  wa^  sending  tl^^ 
meet  emphatic  t^egrams  to  General  ^(aOlellan,  to  pu^  forward  reeniorce- 
moita  to  the  ^  of  Geneiral  Pope.  At  half-past  three  o'clock  of  Thu^rsday, 
28th,  having  previously  urged  in  repeated  telegrams  that  reenforcement^ 
should  instantly  be  seijit,  h^  telegraphy  Gen^^  McClellan : — 

'^  Nof^  a  moment  must  be  lost  iu,  pushing  9^  large  a  force  aa  possibly 
towairds  Hanaasaa^^sa  as  to.communifiate,  with  Pope  befojPQ  the  enemy  is  re- 
f^Qjfoisced.'' 

General  l^Clellan  i;epHes^  at  forty-five  minutes  past  four  o'qlQck: 
"ileitber  FrankliJ^'^  nor  Sumnef's  corps  is  now  in,  condition  to  move.  I 
h#ve  si^t  aidea  to  ascertaia  the  oondltion  of  th^  i^mm^^  of  Cqx,  an4 
Tyler." 

At  forty  minutes  past  eight  o'clock  of  the  ^ame  day,^  Genial  Halleck 
replies.:  ^^  There  mn^t  be  no  fmther  delay  in  moving  Franklin's  eoij>s  to- 
wardB  Ifanasaas.  They  must^  go  to-morrow  momiipg,  ready  or  not  ready» 
If  there,  is  a  want  of  wagolpl^»  the  man  nmat.  oa^  provisions  with  them 
till  the  wagonii  cozn^" 

The  nert  m<Mming,  Friday,  28th,,  the  day  of  the  terribje  battle  near 
ipbll  Bun,  General  HcClellan  tel(^aphs>  at  thir^  minute^  past  ten  a.  m.  : 
*^  Franklin's  corps  is,  in  mot^oA ;  ata^ed  abont  six  iL  m.    I  can  give  him 
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bat  two  sqaadrons  of  cayaliy.    I  BhouM  not  hare  moved  liim,  but  for  your 
preising  ordeiB  of  last  night.'' 

At  twelve  o'clock,  General  McCleDan  sends -another  dispatdi  to  Oen* 
eral  Halleck :  ^^  Do  you  wish  the  movement  of  Franklin's  ooipe  to  con* 
tinue?  He  is  without  reserve  ammunition  and  without  transportation.'' 
About  an  hour  later  he  telegraphs :  ^  Franklin  has  only  between  ten  thou* 
sand  and  eleven  thousand  men  ready  for  duty.  How  far  do  you  wish  this 
force  to  advance  f" 

G-eneral  Halleck,  at  three  p.  h.,  replies,  quite  out  of  patience  r  ^^  I  want 
Franklin's  corps  to  go  &r  enough  to  &id  out  something  about  the  enemy. 
Our  people  muet  move  more  actively,  and  find  out  where  the  enemy  is.  I 
am  tired  of  guesses." 

At  fifty  minutes  past  seven,  p.  m.,  Gen.  Halleek  again  tel^raj^  Gen- 
eral MoClellan :  ^^  Ton  will  immediately  send  construction  train  and  guards 
to  repair  railroad  to  Manassas.  Let  there  be  no  delay  in  this.  I  have  just 
been  told  that  Franklin's  corps  stopped  at  Anandale,  and  that  he  was  this 
evening  in  Alexandria  This  is  all  contrary  to  my  orders.  Investigate 
and  report  the  fact  of  this  disobedience.  That  corps'  nrnet  push  forward 
as  I  directed." '  ,  •  ; 

.    To'this  General  McOlellan  immediately  repHes,  at  eight  o'clock:  "It 
was  not  safe  for  Franklin  to  move  beyond  Anandttle,  under  the  circum- 
stanoes,  until  we  kilew  wh^t  was  at  Vienna:    GeneraT  Franklin  Yemained 
'  here  until  about  one  p;  v.,  endeavoring  to  arrange  for  supplies  for  his  com<* 
mand.    I  am  respon^ble  for  both  of  t^ese  circumstances.'* 

The  next  day,  August  80th,  at  forty  minutes  past  nine  a.  x.,  General 
Halleck  tel^raphJs  General  McCleUan*:  "  I  am  by  no  means  satisfied  with 
General  Franklin's  march  of  yesterday,.  He  was  very  wrong  in  stopping 
at  AAandale.  Moreover,  I  learned  last  night,  that  IJhe  Quartermaster's 
Department  could  have  given  him  plenty  of  transportation,  if  he  had  ap- 
plied for  it,  at  any  time  since  his  amival  in  Alexandria.  He  knew  the  im- 
portance  of  opening  communication  with  General  Pope's  army,  and  should 
have  acted  more  promptly." 

And  so  it  was,  and  had  been,  day  after  day,  week  after  week,  and' 
month  after  month.  The  above  was  the  general  character  of  Ae  com- 
munications which  passed  between  General  McOlellan  and  the  authorities 
at  Washington.  In  the  investigation  made  before  the  Congressional  Com- 
mittee, General  Halleck  was  asked,  ^^  Had  the  Army  of  the  Peninsula  been 
brought  to  co-operate  with  the  Anny  of  Vii^nia  with  the  utmost  energy 
that  circumstances  would  have  permitted,  in  your  judgment,  as  a  military 
man,  would  it  not  have  resulted  in  our  victory  instead  of  our  defeat  t" 

The  reply  was,  "  I  thought  so  at  the  time,  and  still  think  so." 

In  the  morning  of  August  SOdi,  the  day  after  the  severe  battle  we  have 
just  described  at  Btdl  Run,  General  Pope  telegraphed  G^eneral  Halleck : 
"  I  received  a  note  this  morning  ft*om  General  Franklin,  written  by  order 
of  General  HcClellan,  saying  that  wagons  and  cars  would  be  loaded  and 
sent  to  Fairftix  Station,  m  soon  as  I  would  senda  oavalry  escort  to  Ales^ 
andria  to  bring  them  out.  Such  a  request,  when  Alexandria  is  ftill  of 
troops  and  we  fighting  the  enemy,  needs  no  comment."    It  is  impossible 
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to  mtloe  Ae  alx>Te  ?6eord  withonit  a  feeling  of  indigiMiti<m.  Was  it 
treachery,  or  was  it  incapaeitj,  whioh  left  General  Pope  thus  to  e^amggLe^ 
Bingle-liaiided,  i«4th  outnombering  feest 

We  mast' not  forget,  while  reading  the  abore  aeeonnt  of  the  marches 
and  engagoBieiits  of  our  heroio  troops,  how  mneh  physical  and  mental  ex<» 
hanstion  they  canse^  especially  when  thei^  is  added  the  depressing  infln- 
mce  of  abandonment  and  conseions  weakness.  The  rebels,  nnder  ^^Stone- 
wall'* Jackson,  i^r  their  rapid  mutshes,  repulses,  and  retreats,  eonld 
hardly  have  been  in  better  condition  than  Topers  worn  sddiere.  Bnt  they 
were  oonsoioicis,  after  mid-day  of  the  S9th,  of  strong  supports  nnder  Long^ 
street,  and  felt  that  they  were  bnt  the  advance  of  a  magnificent  army, 
sweeping  resistlessly  forward  for  the  inyasion  of  the  North. 

The  mam  body  <^  Lee's  army,  oa  the  29th  and  80th,  was  pressing  for- 
ward throng  the  movntaina  The  iMK>ximity  of  such  allies  wonld  have 
giye»  nerve  and  impBlBe  even  to  the  moet  dispirited  troops.  Their  actnal 
presence,  in  constantly  increasing  nnmb^B,  inspired  the  rebel  ranks 
with  ooniidence  of  final  vietory  over  Pope's  wearied  and  thinning  divi. 

General  Lee's  dispatch  of  Angnst  80,  falsely  announced  Hiat  he  had 
fonght  the  combined  forces  of.Pf^  and'McOlellan.  Only  tw^rty-five 
thonaand  of  the  majestic  Army  of  the  Potomac  had  as«yet  nnftn-led  tkeir 
banners  in  sight  of  the  Army  of  Yitginia.  'Mftnnderstandingq,  hesitationSy 
excaiees^  and  delays,  piSke  unreasonable  and.stnpid^  left  General  Pope  to 
struggle  unaided,  when  thousands  of  Union  troops  were  lying  i^e  almoirt 
within  sound  of  his  guns.  What  a  contrast  did  these  Union  troops,  thus 
dogged  by  the  lukewammess  of  some  of  their  generals,  present  to  the  rag- 
ged, bare-fi!k>ted,  poorly  fed  reb^,  hastening,'by  forced  marches,  thr6ugh 
tiie^  inountains  to  the  relief  of  Jackson  I 

•In  one  ot  Geneml  MeCOellaii's  tel^ramsto  President  Lincoln,  of  the 

89th,  he  says :  ^^  I  am  clear  that  one  of  two  courses  should  be  adopted. 

ilrst,  to  conc^fttrate  all  our  available  forces  to  open  communication  with 

P<^ ;  second,  to  leave  Pope  to  get  out  of  hie  ecrapey  and  at  once  to  use  all 

-  means  to  make  the  Capital  perfectly  safe.'' 

On  the  81st,  €teneral  Pope  sent  the  following  tel^ram  from  Oentreville 
to  General  Halleck :  ^^  Our  troops  are  all  here,  though  much  used  up  and 
worn  out.  But  I  think  it  would  have  been  greatly  better  if  Sumner  and 
FrankMik  had  been  here  three  or  four  days  ago.  But  you  may  rely  upon 
our  giving  the  enemy  as  desperate  a  fight  as  I  can  force  our  men  to  stand 
up  to.  I  should  13ce  to  know  whether  you  feel  secure  about  Washingtcm, 
flhonid  tiiis  army  be  destroyed.  I  shall  fight  it  as  long  as  a  man  will  stand 
up  to  his  work." 

It  was  not  until  noon  of  the  dOth  that  General  Franklin  was  sent  for* 
ward  from  Anandale.  On  the  morning  of  the  80th,  General  Pope's  whole 
elfeetive  command  consisted  of  but  forty  thousand  men.  Bitterly  dis* 
qypointed  in  not  reedving  more  promptly  reonforcements  ttoxa  General 
McClellan,  he  still  heroicaUy  prepared,  with  his  exhausted  troo{)s,  to  oppose, 
to  the  last  possible  moment^  the  advance  of  the  enemy  upon  Washington. 

Lee's  army  was  rapidly  gathering  in  fr<(mt  of  General  Pope.    Hie  rebd 
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kft  WAB  coij^Huuakded  by  J^ackeon,  ih^  r^t  iQr  LoBggtfoot^  tkr^oeiMtre  Jgr  Cd^ 
onel  Lea  Oo  a  coiBpandiBg  h^i|^t  eight  batteries  of  luitillQiy  weD»  poito^ 
The  Union  troops  were  spread  out  in  a  line  con&naoed.  iK^.  the  position  of 
the  aueviy.  The  vfiat^  adi^aaeed  portion  of  Urn  Ime  was  at  Qro^eton,  com* 
po^ed  of  ^e  corps  oi  Genitals  Farter,  Sigel,  and  lUno.  G^esaeral  Hefai^ 
zehnan  held  the  right,  and  OenenalJfeDowell  the  1^  The  Utiion  baMa- 
ries  ^^rowiied  tjbie  same  hiU  whieht  thej  o^eU|^  in  the  diaaatiKma  hatile  o£ 
1861^  The  enemy. held  more  elievated  gro«n4  than  the.  National  forces^ 
which  were  statjoned  gonerally  ou  a  plain,  studded:  ooeasioftally  with  heavy 
woods.  The  pidieta  of  the  two  aripies,  almost  blended,  had^  durii^  iim 
mom^g^  k^t  up  a  brisk  slrirmiRh,  This  wa3  hardly  noticed  Ubder  the 
heavy  fire  of  artiUery,  which,  fpom,  opposiiig  hfo^ts,  were  hurling  tbeur 
missiles  of  death  upon  the  ^ofantry  ,^  massing  in  the  pliain  for  ti^  battle. 

About  one  o'qlook  p.  h.,  the  Union  forces,  both  oa  the  right  and  left,  adr 
Tapo^  ii^  sinallnumberB  to  dislodget  the  rebel  sharpshooter^*  Thaae  giad-* 
ually  retii^d,  but  the  patriots  were  driven  baek  by  die  Bxtil\ei^.  S^^'a 
corps  held  a  position  near  the  centime,  next  to  Heiirtaehnan^  P<mlevv  Ai|^ 
ported  by  King's  division,  was  ordered  to  attack  the  enemy's  left,  adraii* 
cing  by  the  tuprnpike.  He  took  a  position  which  covered  the  front  ol  Sigel 
and  B^Q.  ticket's  diTision,  whiph  had; been  detachfedfit^n.McDowdl'k 
^orp^  to  (^pport  this;movem€aabt,  was  soon,  retjarped,  in  order  to  meet  the 
r^bel  polwnns  which  began*  t^.move  towards  our  1^ 

About  ibur  a'clo<&  p.  m^  Porter  ^Vanoeid  firom.  the  cn^^  of  danae 
woo<fe  and  marched  ii^pon  ai  strong  line  of  th<9  enemy,  who.  weDc  behind 
breastwork^  which  they  had  suddenly  thuQwn  up.  A  furious  &9e  firom  tha 
rebel  batteries  was  instantly  c^i^ed  u]k»i  tbenjL,  Still  tk^y  presaed.  for^ 
ward,,  until  they  came  witUta  musketiy  rapge,  wh^^e^t  for  a  qiuirteir  of  an 
hour,  they  fought  with  the  utmost  desperation^  A  seeoiid  and  a  third 
line  emerged  fi?om  the  sheUer  of  the  woods,  and  ^idea^ored  to>  f<Mneo  back 
the  rebels.  But  they  w(^e  resisted  by  am  overpowering  force  of  ii^antry 
and  artillery.  Shee^  of  musketry  fire  from  the  rebels^  behind  their  em^ 
b^nkment,  were  melting  down  the  patriot  rai^s,  when  the  enemy  ape 
peared  in  dense  masses,  in  a  new.position>  opem;!^  from  batteriesi  with^ 
four  hundred,  yards,^  a  terrific  fire^  ^he  rebels  were  plainly  getting  the 
i^vantag^  and  a&  the  smoke  rose,  the  patriots  could  be  seeai^  in  inici^eamg 
numbers,,  acif ttering  to  th^  woods.  > 

Here  SigsL  recei^^  the^  repulsed  n^en  of  Porter's  eocpe,  and  they  w^ere 
refbpned  in  his.  rear.  It, was  after  five  o'clock*  The  exultant  rebela 
advap^  alpAg  tfa^ii*  wholet  line.  Though  Jackson  had  spifiEerad  severely 
in  Por^r's  advanpe,  he  capie  down  in  heavy  fio^^^e  on  Sigal's  left.,  But 
he  was  nobly  repulsed  by  Milroy's  brigade.  These  patriots  were  advan^ 
Ufj/d^ffi^:  posted  bf^hindi  a  road  exoavation,  and  were  protected  by  a  bat- 
l^n^y  in,  their  reax  On,  b(^h  sijde^  supports  w^e.  pushed  forward,,  and  tbo 
bat^l^  xsigfi^  with  indescribable  fory.  But  the  rebels  pressed  on  in  denaas 
noas^e^tcrowdiijig  the  front>  and  eddying  around  the  flanks;  and  the^  ontr 
nwnbered  patr^t  troops  wero  mowedj  down.  fearfuUy;  by  a  concentrix^  firot 
The  Union  tvogps,  after  inflicting  and,  enduring  carnage  truly  awfu^r  wer^ 
compelled  to.  fall  back.    Thia  th^  did  slowly,  and'  in  good  <»'der» 
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IhdrloMBB  dosed  the  9eene  of  toimilt  ftnd  of  blood.  Ateiglito^clookthe 
wete  ^ent,  and  only  the  wail  of  mortal  a^ny,  which  ait)ee  firom  the 
eztcndad  plain^  was  heard  penetratiDg  Ae  gloom  of  night.  The  rebeU 
bad  gainlMl  tiie  diij.  They  had  driTen  back  HeintEefanan  on  the  rights 
mmd  Porter  and  fiigel  in  the  centn.  But  in  their  attempts  to  pierce  onr 
eeatra,  and  get  a  position  in  onr  near,  they  had  been  npnleed  by  Mih^, 
Schuia,  and  Beno.  Onr  left  had  also  been  fbroed  back  by  Longstreet^s 
impetaoBs  diarges  a  distanee  of  three-fourths  of  a  mile. 

The  UmoQ  army,  nnffinching  in  its  patriot  resolve,  had  by  no  means 
besD  rooted.  Crowded  by  the  resistlesB  fbrce  of  nnmbeors,  while  corermg 
the  ground  with  the  slain  of  their  foes,  they  had,  foot  by  foot,  drawn  bacl^ 
vetil  they  reaehed  a  Une  of  eminences,  n^ere,  in  the  darkness,  they  pre- 
pared to  make  another  stuid  The  loss  on  both  sides  was  heavy,  but  that 
of  the  Union  tatatj  mooh  the  greater.  G^ieoral  Pope  fonght  tmder  the 
g^reotest  dnadranti^^  He  was  opposed  by  Lee,  the  ablesik  of  the  rebel 
genaralB,  and  was  deeidedly  inferior  in  nnmbers.  But  through  the  effl^rts 
cf  truly*  patriotic  offloers,  and  the  bravery  oi  his  noble  troops,  he  was  able 
to  mamtain  sndi  a  fight  as  reclaimed  his  inevitable  defeat  from  disgrace. 

Enooumged  by  the  heavy  losses  they  had  inflicted  on  the  rebels,  and 
1^  the  new  iumI  commuiding  posHion  they  had  attained,  the  soldiers  gen- 
eridly,  a»d  many  of  the  officers,  were  eager  to  renew  the  conftiet  the  next 
day.  But  General  Pope  did  not  deem  it  prudent,  with  his  decimated 
i^anks,  and  with  reenforcements  arrivii^  so  slowly,  to  do  any  thing  more 
tlum  stand  strictly  on  the  defensiva  At  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of 
tlie  SOth,  General  Franklin  was  reported  to  General  Pope  as  twelve 
nxUes  in  his  l-ear,  with  but  eight  thousand  troops.  Orders  were  accordingly 
gi^ren  to  retire  during  the  night  toward  Gentreville.  Tlie  withdrawal  was 
made  by  di^rent  routes,  slowly,  quietly,  and  in  good  order,  no  pursuit  be- 
ing attempted  by  the  rebels. 

A  little  after  midnight  the  whole  Union  army  had  crossed  Bull  Hun, 
and  had  posted  batteries  to  command  the  bridge.  As  soon  as  all  the  wagon 
tiradns  were  safe  on  their  way,  the  bridge  vras  destroyed.  About  three 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  rear-guard  bivouacked  until  daylight,  two  miles 
belbre  reaching  GentreriHe.  Goneral  Banks,  who  had  held  possession  of  the 
railroad  ftvim  ifoistovr's  Station  to  OentreviUe  since  the  28tfa,  was  instructed 
during  the  night  to  send  tiie  ammunition,  and  aU  the  sick  and  wounded, 
from  Warrenton  Junction  and  Bristow  Station  to  OentreviUe,  and  to 
destroy  all  the  trains  and  stores  he  could  not  remove.  This  was  so  success- 
fbUy  acoomplished  that  but  little  loss  was  sustained.  There  were,  however, 
ftfee  reports  of  losses  truly  enormous. 

The  esukatioti  of  the  rebels  over  these  victories  surpassed  all  reasonable 
boands.  Even  the  deliberate  recital  of  one  of  their  historians  partakes  of 
tiie  ^irit  of  exaggeration  and  falsehood,  which  often  inspired  the  Southern 
-people  during  tUs  war,  and  which  seemed  peculiarly  to  possess  them  vdienv 
emr  they  had  ooosflion  to  speak  of  Bull  Bun,  where  they  gamed  their  first 
tietory.  The  following  passage  is  a  fair  Specimen  of  the  style  of  the  rebel 
annalists: — 

"  Night  closed  upon*  the  b&tde.    When  it  was  impossible  to  use  fire- 
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wtmA,  th^  heaviens  were  lit  up  bj  the  still  oontJEnned  fladiei  of  the  irilllery, 
Mid  the  meteor  flight  of  ehelk  flcattering  their  m>n  Bpancy.  By  ting  time 
tiie  enemy  had  be^  forced  acroes  Boll  Rnn,  and  tiieir  dead  oovered  eveiy 
acre  from  the  8tarting*point  of  the  fight  to  the  Stone  Bridge.  In  its  fin^ 
stages  the  retreat  was  a  wild,  fremded  rout — the  great  mass  of  the  en^mj 
moving  at  a  fall  ran,  scattering  over  the  fields  and  trampling  upon  the 
dying  and  the  dead  in  the  inad  agony  .of  their  flight.  The  whole  army  was 
converted  into  a  mob ;  r^ments  and  companies  were  no  longer  dittingnidi- 
able ;  and  the  panic-stricken  ftigitives  were  slaughtered  at  erery  step  of  their 
retreat,  our  cavahy  catting  them  down,  or  our  infimtry  drivii^  their 
bayonets  into  their  backs. 

"  In  crossing  Bull  Run  many  of  the  enemy  were  drowned,  being  Kte^ 
ally  dragged  and  crud^  in  die  water,  which  was  not  mors  than  waist-deep, 
by  the  crowds  of  frenzied  men  pressing  and  tram|ding  upon  eadi  other  in 
tiie  streton.  On  reaching  Centreville,  the  flight  of  the  eit^ny  was  arrested 
by  the  appearance  of  about  thirty  thousand  fresh  troops,  Franklin's  corps. 
The  mass  of  frigitives  was  here  rallied  into  the  extent  of  tormiDg  it  into 
colunms,  and,  with  this  appearance  of  organization,  it  was  resolTsd  bj 
General  Pope  to  continue  his  retreat  to  the  intrenchments  of  Washington."* 

It  is  amazing  that,  in  this  nineteenth  century,  a  man  should  yenture  to 
write  such  a  Munchausen  tale  for  history.  It  was,  however,  by  such  &bles, 
that  the  Southern  people  were  deluded  into  the  belief  that  they  were  gaining 
a  constant  series  of  victories,  when,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Union  armies, 
in  an  almost  unchecked  series  of  victories,  were  reclaiming  territory  moffe 
extensive  than  was  won  by  Alexander,  Hannibal,  or  Julius  Csesar.  It  is 
impossible  to  ascertain  exactly  the  Union  loss  in  this  battle,  since  the 
official  reports  of  the  corps  and  division  commanders  include  the  aggregate 
losses  from  August  22d  to  September  2d.  The  rebel  historian  Pollard 
modestly  estimates  the  Union  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  in  the 
battle  of  Saturday,  the  90th,  at  thirty  thousand ;  the  rebel  loss  he  puts  at 
three  thousand. 

At  last,  the  corps  of  Franklin  and  Sumner,  amounting  in  the  a^rs- 
gate  to  nineteen  thousand  men,  joined  Pope  at  Oentreville.  With  this 
reenforcement,  he  found,  on  the  1st  of  September,  that  he  had  sixty-three 
thousand  men  under  his  command.  Deducting  the  nineteen  thousand  re- 
5nforcements,  would  leave  forty-four  thousand  who  had  survived  the  battle 
of  the  30th.  Pope's  estimated  force,  on  the  evening  of  the  29th,  including 
Banks's  corps,  was  fifty  thousand.  This  shows  an  approximate  loss  of  six 
thousand  on  the  30th.  The  rebels  announced  to  their  illiterate  and  credu- 
lous followers  that  they  had  taken  seven  thousand  prisonecs;  one  thousand 
more  than  the  patriots  had  lost  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners. 

During  the  whole  of  Sunday,  the  81st,  the  different  corps  of  the  patriot 
army  occupied  their  intrenchments  at  Centreville,  imdisturbed  by  the  en- 
emy. On  Monday,  September  1st,  General  Pope  couMnenced  a  movement 
witiiin  the  intrenchments  of  Washington,  to  re-organize  his  army.  About 
five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  rebels,  under  General  A.  P.  Hill,  at- 
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tnnpted  to  hame  their  retreat.  They  were  fiercely  repulsed.  "Wliile  the 
battle  raged,  a  rioleot  thimder^hower  aroee,  and  the  artillery  of  earth  met 
with  a  regpoiiBe  in  the  still  heavier  thunder  of  the  Bkiea.  Twilight  came, 
and  the  darkneeB  became  so  thick,  and  the  rain  so  heavy,  that  the  combat- 
ants coold  not  HiwringniRTi  each  other,  except  by  the  fiaahes  of  the  tempest 
Oeneral  Kearney  rode  fi)rward  to  reoonnoitre.  Paaeing  his  own  pickets,  he 
^iproached  so  near  the  re]>el  force  that  the  bnllet  of  a  rifleman  pierced  hie 
body,  and  he  fell  dead  fi-om  his  hcn^sa  The  body  of  this  greatly  lamented 
officer  was  brought  in  the  next  day,  under  a  flag  of  truca  General  Bir- 
ney,  aasuming  the  command,  ordered  a  bayonet  charge,  before  which  the 
toe  retired. 

On  the  9d  of  September,  the  Army  of  Vii^^inia  was  ordered  to  with- 
draw to  Alexandria.  This  rendered  it  necessary  that  General*  Bumside 
ahoold  evacuate  Fredericksburg.  Falmouth  Station,  containing  a  qnan- 
ti^  of  oommissary  stores,  and  three  bridges  across  the  Bappahannock, 
were  destroyed.  Aoquia  Oreek  was  soon  afterwards  abandoned,  and  the 
toKBA  mmovod  to  Alexandria.  Here  also  were  being  concentrated  the 
shattered  divwons  of  General  Mcdellan's  once  magnificent  Army  of  the 
PotfKnao,  to  be  united  with  Po^'s  heroic,  e^ianated  Army  of  Yirginia. 
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It  was  on  the  2d  of  September,  1863,  that  General  Pope  wae  ordered 
to  fall  back  upon  Washington,  where  Getifeml  MoClellan  had  been  plaoed 
in  charge  of  the  defences.  The  army  waa  exhausted,  diqpdrited,  and  ahat- 
tered,  by  the  disastrous  issue  of  Pope's  campaign.  ThMPe- seemed  to  be  4i 
general  conviction  that  a  new  leader  must  be  chosen  to  restore  confidenoe 
to  the  army,  and  to  repair  these  terrible  losses.  The  aimy  in  general 
called  for  McClellan.  The  yoice  of  the  peo^de  was  for  some  other  leader. 
&3  General  Pope's  army  approached  Alex^dria,  General  MoGlellan  was 
itistmcted  to  assume  the  command,  and  to  assign  the  troops  their  positions 
for  the  defence  of  Washington. 

A  portion  of  the  rebel  troops  moved  towards  Vienna,  twelve  miles  west 
of  Washington,  that  they  might,  by  a  demonstration  near  Ghain  Bridge, 
^vert  attention  from  the  more  important  movement  of  General  Lee.  This 
^tinguished  rebel  chief,  at  the  head  of  a  large  and  victorious  army,  had 
now  his  choice,  either  to  advance  on  the  fortifications  of  Washington, 
or  to  move,  in  overwhelming  invasion,  upon  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania, 
with  the  hope  of  capturing  both  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia^  and  perhaps 
of  uniting  Maryland  with  the  fortuned  of  rebeldom. 

The  prospect  of  invading  the  rich  and  jwpulous  districts  of  the  NorA, 
TThich  had  not  yet  felt  the  soouige  of  war,  was  very  inviting.  If  suecesa- 
fhl,  a  boundless  amount  of  plunder  naight  be  obtained ;  Maiyland  might 
be  detached  from  the  loyal  States ;  the  Korthem  eympathiiers  with  the 
rebellion  would  be  emboldened  to  adopt  more  vigorous  measures  to  tbwatt 
the  Government^  and  the  English  Government  would  find  the  excuse  it 
was  so  eagerly  seeking,  to  recognize  the  slaveholding  despotism* 

Aninlated  by  these,  prospects,  General  Lee  did  not  wait  to  refi'esh  his 
th>ops  after  the  hard  fighting  which  they  had  encountered,  but  on  Sundaj, 
August  81st,  while  his  advance  was  still  engaged  with  a  portion  of  Pope's 
army  near  Centreville,  he  moved  with  the  main  body  of  his  troops  to- 
wards Leesburg.  Thence,  rapidly  traversing  the  eastern  sl<^  of  the  BqH 
Mountain  range,  he  crossed  tbe  Potomac  at  Noland's  Ford.  Pushing  vig- 
orously along  the  western  banks  of  the  Monocacy  Biver,  on  the  night  of 
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September  6tfi  the  advsnce  reached  WMte  Oak  Springs,  three  mfl^  from 
the  cit J  of  Fred^ck,  and  forty-fteren  miles  from  Centreville,  Frederick  it 
considered  the  second  city  in  Maryland  in  commercial  importance,  and  tflb 
third  in  popnlation,  containing  about  6,000  inhabitants.  The  annonnce- 
ment  of  the  approadi  of  a  laige  rri>6l  force  flUed  the  city  with  consterna- 
tion. There  was  bnt  one  company  of  soldiers  stationed  there ;  no  resist- 
ance conld  be  offered.  Hanyof'lSie  mhabitants  fled  towards  Baltimore 
and  Pennsjhwviu  Xhe  sm^gepn  in  chatrge  of  the  militaiy  hospital  suc- 
ceeded in  reraeying  all  bnt  one  hnndred  wd  twenty  of  the  patients  to  Bal- 
timore, and  in  detftreying  nearly  all  the  medical  stores. 

About  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  Sept^nber  6th,  the  advance-gnalrd 
of  the  rebel  army,  under  ^  Stonewall  ^  Jackson,  entered  Frederick  uno{>- 
posed.  They  numbered  three  thousand  men,  wdl  previded  with  artilleipri 
many  of  the  pieoea  hariag  been  onptured  from  fhe  patriots  in  theit  reo^t 
Vattles.  The  iq[^>earance  of  the  rebel  soldiers  was  pitiable.  Their  dbthies 
of  gray  hon^espun  were  so  soiled  and  ragged,  as  to  be  revolting  both  to  the 
eye  and  the  nostriL  They  w^e  nearly  all  barefooted,  and  tiiej  were  not 
Accompanied  by  any  ba^;ege-trariL  Both  officers  and  men  presented  4n 
aspect  so  filthy  fmd  beggarly,  that  even  the  seeessioniBts,  who  had  joyfully 
ludled  their  approach,  turned  from  them  in  disgust  The  men  were,  ho^- 
•ver,  under  very  rigid  discipline.  Hie  butt  of  a  pistol,  or  a  sabre  blotr, 
were  the  words  of  vraming  and  command  to  any  who  violated  the  law  ^f 
iheir  superioin.  Stn^len  were  mercilessly  shot^  and  the  least  offence 
was  visited  with  severest  punudmient.  .  , 

The  rebels,  moch  to  their  disappointment,  met  with  a  cold  receptioiu 
They  had  fully  expected  that  the  community  of  slaveholding  Haryknd 
woidd  rally  round  them  as  d^verers.  On  the  contrary,  the  citizens 
^Toided  them,  but  few  Confederate  flags  were  di^ayed,  and  Union  senti- 
inents  were  freely  avowed.  One  man,  to  whom  the  rebel^crip  was  offered,  in- 
dignantly replied :  ^^  The  name  of  the  Confederacy  depreciates  even  the 
Talue  of  the  Mank  paper  vpon  idiich  that  name  is  printed.^  On  the  Sun- 
day following  the  entrance  of  the  rebels  into  the  city,  the  churches  were 
opened  as  usual.  General 'Jackson  attended,  a  part  of  the  day,  the  church 
at  which  the  Eev.  Dr.  Zachaorias  offldatM.  The  heroic  and  faithful  pastor^ 
m  a  firm  voioe^  prayed  ftir  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  the  prea- 
enee  of  the  rebel  GeneraL 

On  Monday,  the  8th,  Oeaieral  Lee  issued  a  proclamation  to  the  people  of 

Maryland,  urging  diem,  traitorously,  to  cast  off  their  allegiance  to  the  Oov- 

^EDiment  of  the  United  States^  and  to  join  tiie  rebels.    He  assured  them  of 

ihe  cooperation  of  his  amy  to  aid  ^m  to  sever  the  ties  which  bound 

them  to  the  Uidosi,  but  that  he  would  not  attempt  to  force  them  to  meaa- 

wres  which  they  could  not  voluntarily  adopt     There  was  no  response 

whatever  to  this  appeaL    The  Maryluiders,  unseduced,  remained  true  to 

tiieir  country.    At  flie  same  time,  Govenaor  Bradford  issued  a  proclama- 

tion,  calling  upon  the  citisens  to  rise  in  defence  of  their  homes,  and  to 

form  niitable  c^ganiations  to  render  effectual  aid  to  the  Kational  Govern- 

aaent^  whose  anuies  could  alime  protect  lliem. 

In  Hxe  aontiiem  oountks  of  Fennffylvania^  the  greatest  excitement  and 
Vol*  n.— » 
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iiIarni.pJ»T^9i  TbsArravn  pajje^^fidth^ir  wi™8,  djildpen,  and  catUp, 
aiid  Bant  tfiem  for  Bftfet^,  into  th^pprthorocowitie^  w,Miethfty  roDiAmed  to 
'defend  their  homesteads  and  to  rpp«l  ^*  invftdera.  Far  and  near  store* 
■?rere  dosed,  alarm-bella  were  rujig,  maBft-meetipga  gatlw«^  ^^  ****.* 
few  words  of  eonsnltatit^n,  tbe  mep  o^^oizediipm^diate^y  fcr  djill.        -.^ 


While  these  harried  morements  tn  raisihg  ToSanteeraiibr  self-defenoa 
Ver^  in  progr^  in  the  Bprder'Btataa,  pBblieaenfidMxw  fimnd  its  chief  re- 
liance in  the  veteran  Army  of  the  Potomac,  whichv  under  its  fonaer  leader, 
^asmqffiptij  ord^rpdhy  theFreaideat  ti>  ih»,p«rsait  of  its  old  foe.  Gen- 
eral .McCl^Il^n  was  ordered  to  advance  inunediat^lyy  with,  all  the  f<mieB  not 
ne^^  for  the.d^nce  of  Washington.  Hemeved  hia  alinj  up  the  wesb- 
embanjcof  the  Potomac,  hoping  to  cot. X^ee's  vmy  intmo,  byaaparating 
that  portion  wl^ch  had  crossed  tba  river  from  the  troopB  which  remained 
pn  the  Yirginia  sid«.  Indeed,;it  was  atill  uncertain  bow  fai''tbe  invasion 
of  Hflrylaitd,irss  ^  Ceint,.with-tbed^ga'of  withdrawring  die  troops  fiom 
jTashii^ton,  ^t .  the  Oa^ital  might  bo  exposed  (bf^nseless  to  the  uudA 
^pdy  of  I^q's  arqiy. ;  ,The»  vaa,  moreorw,  the  iitmagt<D«ed  pf  d^>atol^ 
that  the  rebels  nught  bp  avartitiiea  and  their  true  dds^nasmertained. 

Host  of  the  troops  of  General  HcCleUan;  were  in  motion  on  the  5th. 
^l;ie  .Pirat  cprp^  wider  Q^eneial  Hooker, :  and  the  Ninth,  oitder .  General 


THB    VIOTOKT    OF    SOUTH    MOTTKTAIK.  181 

Keno,  forming  the  right  wing,  commanded  by  G^eral  Bnmfiide.  WHle 
the  line  of  the  Potomac  was  careftilly  guarded  to  protect  Washington,  maflsiye 
divisions  of  the  army  advanced,  by  several  nearly  parallel  roads,  in  the  di- 
rection of  Frederick.  With  all  the  lower  part  of  the  river  in  our  posses- 
sion, the  rebels  conld  only  cross  by  the  upper  fords,  at  a  great  distance  from 
Washington.  But  little  reliance  could  be  placed  upon  the  new  levies  who 
had  so  enthusiastically  rushed  to  our  National  bfinner.  They  were  but 
pooriy  pMpared  to  meet  the  veteran  legions  of  Lee.  The  only  power 
which  could  effectually  check  the  progress  of  the  invadera  was  in  the 
hands  of  General  McOlellan.  Wit^  characteristic  cantion  he  moved,  and 
so  slowly  as  to  provdce  very  severe  criticism.  This  advance,  in  pursuit  of 
the  fleet^boted  foe,  was  at  the  rate  of  but  seven  miles  m  day.  In  the  fol- 
lowing words,  General  McClellan  grves  his  jmstification  for  his  slow  and 
cautious  advance  >^ 

^During  liiese  movements  I  had  not  imposed  long  mavobes  on  the 
columns.  The  absolute  necessity  of  refitting  and  giving  some  little  rest  to 
faoops  worn  down  by  previous  long-continued  m«rehing  and  severe  fight- 
ing, together  with  unoert«nty  as  to  the  actual  position,  strength,  and 
intentions  of  Ihe  eu^ny,  rend^^  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  move  dowly 
snd  cautlouBly  until  I  reached  Urbtona,  where  I  first  obtained  reliaUe  in- 
formation that  the  etnemy^s  object  was  to  move  on  Harper's  Ferry  and  the 
Cumberland  Yalley;  and  not  upon  Baltimore,  Washington,  or  Haaris- 

The  number  of  the  rebel  army,  at  the  lowest  estimate,  was  suiBcient  to 
indicate  a  bold  and  heavy  stroke  at  the  If  orth.  It  was  the  majestic  move- 
ment oi  an  amy;  not  the  dashing  raid  of  a  few  brigades.  When  the 
Ka^onal  troops  left  Washington,  on  the  5th,  the  rebels  had  already  crossed 
the  Potomac,  at  Noland's  Ford,  in  force.  On  the  6th  they  entered  Freder- 
ick, the  capital  of  the  State.  On  the  8th,  General  Lee  issued  from  that 
city  his  proclamation  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  State.  The  main  body  of 
his  army  encamped,  ftom  tbef  Oth  to  the  10th,  near  Frederick ;  while  his 
advance,  on  the  lOlh,  entered  Hagerstown,  nearly  thirty  miles  northwest 
from  Frederick,  from  which  point  all  the  detached  commands  were  ap- 
pcrinted  to  rendezvods. 

On  the  19th,  two  days  after  the  rebels  evacuated  Frederick,  General 
M^Gldlau^s  advance  entered  the  city.  On  the  ISth,  the  main  body  of  the 
patriot  army  passed  throt^  the  streets,  enthusiastically  chea^  by  the 
citiz^is.  Oil  tiie  same  day,  Pleasanton's  cavalry  drove  the  scattering  rear 
ferces  of  the  rebels  over  ^e  Oatoctin  Hills,  and  opened  the  main  route  of 
pursuit  to  the  base  of  South  Mountain  Range.  Here  the  hostile  armies 
were  again  to  meet,  and  try  their  strength  on  ITnion  soil.  When  General 
Lee  found  himself  pursued,  having  recruited  his  worn  and  half-starved 
troops  <m  the  fertile  fields  of  Meriden,  he  put  his  army  again  on  the  march. 
To  secure  his  Ime  of  retreat,  and  to  gain  an  important  position  for  def<^ce, 
he  resolved  to  capture  Harper^s  Ferry,  which  was  not  sfcrcmgly  garrisoned. 
He  accordingly  ordered  "  Stonewall "  Jackson  to  recross  the  Potomac  at 
Sharpebui^,  to  ctit  off  the  retreat  of  the  garrison.  Another  strong  division 
frafi'sent  directly  towards  Harper's  Ferry,  to  take  possession  of  Maryland 
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Heights,  wMdb  oomnmaded  tke  post.  To  txtake  Amre  of  tiia  eaptoi^ 
no^or  rebel  diviaiom  crosaed  below  the  ferry.  Having  eaptored  tUs 
#iroiighold,  the  dinaioiis  were  immediateij  to  return,  $tnd  regcin  the  mmn 
body  of  the  rebel  army  in  its  marc^  into  Pennsylyania.  It  was  while  tlu# 
large  number  of  the  enemy  wiere  thus  separated  from  the  main  body,  thut 
:dlan  made  tiie  attadc  on  Lee,  whioh  resulted  in  the  d^ided  Ujiion 
Tietory  of  South  Mountain. 

The  rebels  had  chosen  a  fine  military  position  on  the  lides  aa4  summit 
of  this  rai^e,  which  is  a  continuation  of  the  Bhie  -Biclge.  Aa  there  were 
but  few  praetical  passes  through  the  mpuntaiiiSy  they  (^ered  a  very  tti^wg 
natural  barrio  to  the  advance  of  the  ^National  foroes.  The  two  principal 
passes,  Turner's  Gap  and  Orampton's  Gkp,  but  five  miles  from  eaoh  otbet, 
are  easily  defended.  The  fermer,  throuf^  whi<^  the  itehels  mainly  passe4y 
is  twelve  miles  from  Frederick,  and  three  frcmi  Middletown^  en  the  Hagersr 
town  turnpike.  The  lower  pass  was  impcfftant,  as  defending  the  rebel 
nank. 

Turner's  Gap  was  hdd  by  about  forty  thousand  rebel  troops,  w^ 
twelve  pieces  of  artillery,  under  Longstreet  and  HilL  Orampttm  Gap  waa 
occupied  by  another  rebel  feiree  under  C!obb.  Both  <tf  these  passea  wer$ 
however,  carried  on  the  same  day,  in  two  distinet  epgagement^,  one  el 
whidh  was  oondm^ted  by  G^ttieral  MeCleUan,  and  the  other  by  General 
Franklin.  The  engagement  at  Turner's  Gap  was  brought  on  by  a  reeon^ 
noiasance  of  Pleasanton's  cavalry,  which,  being  well  supported  by  infaiKkarjf 
developed  into  a  stubbornly  contested  assault  of  the  enemy's  posil^oa. 

At  six  o'doek,  Sunday  nKH-ning,  September  14th,  a  portion  of  tha  Ij^inth 
Army  Corps  was  ordered  to  support  General  PleaaaBAim,  w^o^  with  a 
Imgade  of  cavalry  and  several  pieces  of  artillery,  was  moving  up  towards 
the  rebels  on  the  Hagerstown  tumpike.  The  rebels  slowly  fell  ba^ 
towards  the  mountain,  where  tibey  were  ascertained  to  be  in  suc^  fyrce  as 
to  require  a  more  vigc^o^s  attack. 

South  Mountain,  at  Turner's  Gap,  is  about  one  thousand  feet  hig^ 
Its  steep  sides  are  of  difficult  asc^it,<m  account  of  the  numerous  ledges  and 
loose  brocks,  which  give  no  steady  foothold.  Being  tfaiddy  covered  with 
forest  from  bottom  to  top,  except  an  occasional  clearing  for  pasture^  <ar  ya 
eomfield,  tiiey  presented  a  hazardous  front  to  an  attadtinig  colunm.. 

The  rebds  were  posted  on  each  side  ei  the  gap  and  withiBi  the  jf$0^ 
commanding  by  their  artillery  ev^ry  acre  of  the  plain  at  the  foot  of  thei]¥>uii- 
tain.  About  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  gap,  cm  the  main  road  from  Mid- 
dletown,  is  the  little  village  of  BoKvar,  numbering  six  or  e^t  hoa«ea»  Ai 
this  point  two  roads  diverge  from  either  side  of  the  turnpike,  eaoh  taking 
a  circuitous  route,  gradually  asoendii^  the  mountain  until  thc^  meet  at  the 
summit. 

The  dilfer<^t  divioiens,  which  early  in  the  ukoming  had  be^i  poi  in 
readiness  for  battle,  eame  into  position  about  eight  o'clo<^  and  hegi^n  to 
move  up  the  turnpike  horn  beycmd  Middletown.  The  Ninth  Corpa,  imder 
General  Beno,  prooeeded  in  two  columns  to  Bolivar,  and  diere  tomsid  off 
by  the  road  on  the  kft  of  the  turnpike.  Here,  on  risii^  ground  iu  firoi^ 
ef  the  viUage,  a  lin^  of  batde  was  formed.    Since  seven  o'eloek^  ▲«  i^ 
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Bdl>ertBoi^  iTnited  Stated  battery  of  four  pieces,  stationed  ibt  hundred 
yvrds  to  liie  leftof  tlie  road^  had  been  fitiitle«Ij  engaged  hi  attempUng  to 
draw  the  rebel  fire,  and  discoyer  his  position.  When  the  infantry  appeared 
on  the  main  road,  two  rebel  pieces  in  the  gap  opened  on  the  colmnn, 
irhkh,  howerer,  escaped  injnry  by  tnming  ont  to  its  appmnted  position  on 
the  left.  Two  more  rebel  batteries  were  soon  at  work,  which  were  replied 
to  by  actditional  guns  on  onr  side.  A  heavy  cannoAadhig  ensned,  which 
lasted  till  ten  o'dod:. 

Soon  iifter  this,  tlie  rebel  pieces  were  silenced  fbr  a  while,  dU  onr  in- 
Ikntry  began  the  assault ;  at  which  time  the  patriot  batteries  concentrated 
sn^  a  yigorons  fire  npon  the  gap,  that  the  rebels,  after  having  been  three 
times  forced  %o  change  the  position  of  their  guns,  fini^y,  late  in  the  aft^v 
Boon,  withdrew  them.  It  was  manifest  firom  this  artillery  duel  that  tha 
rebels  were  not  to  be  easily  driven  from  the  crest  of  the  hilL  Abont  eteven 
o'clock,  a  divifiion  of  Olrio  troops,  under  General  Cos,  had  been  ordered 
fi)rward,  with  assurance  firom  General  Reno  that  the  division  should  be 
snpported  by  the  whole  corps.  In  a  few  moments  General  Cox  began  to 
enter  the  woods  at  the  base  of  the  mountain,  in  order,  if  posttUe,  to  torn 
the  enemy's  right  on  the  crest.  At  this  time  Generals  MeClellan  and 
Bomside,  accompanied  by  their  sta4&,  rode  npon  the  field,  where  they 
femahied  during  the  day,  watching  and  directing  the  issues  of  the  battle. 

The  first  brigade,  nnder  Colonel  Scammon,  was  in  the  advance,  with  a 
wdl-e!3tte9ided  front  The  second  brigade  of  Colonel  Orook  marched  in 
colunm  of  reserve,  the  whole  line  being  well  covered  by  skirmishers.  Th^ 
Twenty-third  Ohio,  on  the  left  of  the  advance,  ere  long  succeeded  in 
reaching  the  smnmit.  There  they  encountered  the  Twenty-fifth  North 
Carofina.  As  usual,  in  all  such  stem  hand-to-hand  conflicts,  the  chivalry 
were  beaten  down  by  Ae  sturdy  blows  of  the  hardy  Northern  troops^  The 
Carolinians  were  efiectMlly  routed,  and  many  ci  them  were  taken  prison* 
ers.  So  deadly,  however,  was  their  animosity  to  l^e  Western  soldiers,  that 
with  impotent  rs^  they  broke  their  muskeits  against  the  trees  before  sur- 
rendering. At  one  time,  fbnr  pieces  of  artillery,  which  had  been  pushed 
in  front  of  the  division  to  shell  the  woods,  were  exposed  to  capture  by  the 
^sbeis,  who  had  driven,  in  a  panic,  back  through  our  lines  two  companies 
wfaidi  bad  been  sent  to  su|^rt  the  battery.  This  event  caused  a  momen- 
tary coi^ftision ;  but  the  troops  soon  rallied,  and  a  terrible  conflict  ensued 
for  the  possession  of  the  guns.  After  fighting  for  some  time,  within  ten 
feet  of  each  other,  tiie  rebels,  overpowered,  retreated  in  conftisioii,  while 
the  woods  resomided  with  the  victorious  cheers  of  the  patriots. 

On  the  centre  of  General  Cox's  line  of  attack,  the  Twelfth  Ohio  wero 
oMiged  to  pass  over  several  hundred  yard^  of  open  pasture-ground,  enttrely 
exposed  to  the  rebel  fire  frxmi  behind  stone  fences,  and  from  the  woods  which 
(arowned  the  sidnmit  of  the  ridge.  The  field  Was  promptly  cleared  of  the 
hosffle  *^ckets  hf  our  skirmishers ;  then,  at  the  word  of  command,  the 
whole  regiment,  with  loud  huzzas,  rushed  tip  the  dope  npon  the  reb^^ 
whose  rslnkd  stood  firm,  until  but  a  few  feet  separated  Ihem  from  tiieir  assail- 
aitta,  trtien  ihef  broke,  and  sought  shdti^  in  a  dei^e  wood  on  the  other 
ilde  of  theridg^.    'the  8e<^ond  and  Twmty-fifth  Ohio  were  thm  toovghl 
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up,  and,  Tinkiiig  with  their  yictoiriotiB  frievids  of  the  Twelfth  and  Thirtj^ 
sbcth,  bj  another  brilliant  chai^  rq>elled  the  vigcnroat  attempts  of  the  foe 
ifo  regain  the  erest. 

Two  ten-ponnder  Farrotte,  of  Simmona's  battery,  were  uow  pushed  for- 
ward  to  an  open  field,  where  they  did  good  service  tor  the  rest  of  the  day, 
ft»'cuig  the  enemy's  guns  to  retire.  They,  however,  occupied .  a  new  posi- 
tion near  our  right  and  front,,  while  the  rebel  oolumus  began  to  move 
towards  both  our  flanks.  Thus  the  engagement  stood  about  noon,  thece 
being  a  general  cessation  of  in&ntry  firing  for  two  hours,  during  which  die 
cannonading  became  less  turisk,  and.  finally  eeased* 

Early  in  the  afbemoon  Union  reenforcements  began  to  arrive.  While 
they  were  taking  their  positions,  the  rebels  made  another  desperate  en- 
deavor to  regain  the  ridge  which  they  had  lost.  Aa  soon  as  the  fresh 
troops  could  be  brought  into  position^  Oen^td  Beno  oixlfered  the  whole 
line  to  advance.  His  order  was  received  with  eathusiaam,  and  obeyed 
with  alacrity.  The  rebels  fought  with  their  aocustonoed  detenninatioUy 
^ai^ging  fi^oely  on  the  advancing  patriot  lines ;  but  their  onaet  was  like 
that  of  the  billow  upon  the  rock.  Jn  this  her<Ho  advance  of  the  patriots, 
Wilcox's  Division  suffered  greatly,  being  nmoh  eicposed  to  a  rebel  battery. 
General  Sturgis,  in  reserve,  was  ordered  up  to  assist  Wilcox  to  repel  these 
tremendous  assaults,  which,  m  the  aftemocm  waned,  were  renewed  briskly 
on  the  right  and  on  the  left.  Their  lest  attack  was  sustained  by  QenersJ 
Stu^is  for  an  hour,  when,  at  eight  o'clock,  the  rebels,  baffled,  exhausted, 
and  bleeding,  sullenly  retired. 

A  little  before  sunset,  G^eral  Beno  fell  mortally  wounded  by  a  musket- 
ball.  His  command  devolved  upon  Brigadier-Gheneral  Clox,  who  had  han- 
dled his  troops  with  great  skill  during  the  day.  The  exultation  of  the 
patriots,  in  view  of  their  success,  was  subdued  by  deep  sorrow  for  the  lops 
of  General  Beno,  one  of  our  best  and  most  heroic  mfiXL 

As  he  received  the  wound,,  whioh  he  instantly  knew  was  moirtal,  he 
said,  ^^  Boys,  I  can  be  with  you  no  longer  in  body ;  but  I  am  with  you  in 
spirit/'  In  the  following  order,  Genen^  BuVnside.  paid  a  just  tribute  to 
his  character : 

^^  The  Commanding  General  announoeB  to  tiie  corps  the  death  of  thdjr 
late  leader,  M^jor^General  Jesse  L.  Beno.  By  the  death  -of  this  distin- 
guished officer,  the  country  loses  one  of  its  most  devoted  patriots,  the  army 
one  of  its  most  thorough  soldiers.  In  the  long  list  of  battles  whidii  Gbnend 
Beno  has  fought  in  his  country'^  servioe,  his  name  always  appears  with 
the  brightest  lustre ;  and  he  has  now  bravely  met  a  soldier's  death,  while 
gallantly  leading  his  nsen  at  the  battle  of  South  Mountain.  For  his  high 
character,  and  the  kindly  qualities  of  his  heart  in  private  life,  as  well  as 
for  his  military  genius  and  p^nsonal  dariug  which  marked  him  as  a  soldier, 
his  loss  will  be  depli^red  by  all  who  knew  him:  and  the  Commanding 
€ten^ral  desires  to  add  the  tribute  of  a  friend  to  the  public  joaouming^for 
the  death  of  one  of  the  ooutntry's  beat  defonders." 

Early  in  the  afternoon,  the  head  of  General  Qooker's  column  appeptred, 
coming  up  the  turnpike;  it  wheeled  to  the  right  at  Bplivar,  foUowiiig  the 
branch  roadtotiie  base  of  the  mountain.    Fikhb  this  point  Gteneral  Hooker 
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tent  GtfMtti  Meade,  -vrifli  the  Pemiejlvttnte  ReeerreB,  t^aittadk  ft  hill  on 
the  right  of  IJhe  ebMinoe  to  Hh^  ga^;  Brigadier-Oeneral  Halidi  advanced 
Upon  the  left,  his  right  resting  npon  the  road.  The  Union  line  waa  coneH 
pleted  hy  Bleketfis^  DiVisiote,  whkh*  fo^ed  l^e'eztreme  right,  abont  one 
fnile'froffi  the  m^  i^>ad.  The  irhole  line  iivm  deplojred  «tended  nearly 
tfiree  miles.  Ad  ^oonf  a^  the  right  wing  waB  well  fbnned,  at  the  ibot  of  the 
monntain,  in  a  road'pandlel  to  the  emnniit,  they  ^(mmettoed  moving 
itekdity  np  i3ie  Itroken  sides,  driving  back  the  eniem  j's  skirmisherA  till  the 
Pbnnsylvanians,  under  G^eral  Meade,  eneonntiered  the  mam  force,  with 
which  they  were  soon  hotly  engaged.  The  rattling  fire  of  musketry  was  ' 
Immediately  followed'  by>heavy  volleys  rolling  along  the  faUlflldes,  indicat* 
fag  the  Btem  strife  of  ara&A0B.  ^  -       . 

The' patriot  foro^  pressed  vigoronsly  on,  determined  to  win  the  crest 
Along  -the  Khes  of  the  PakiiByivania  BeseWes,  and  the  first  brigade  of 
HickettsV  Diviilioff,  not  a  straggler  was  to  be  seen.-  With  nnbrd^en  ftont 
fhey  advanci^,  p<Hiring  volley  after  vSoHey^of  Mim^  balls  iirto  the  rebel 
tanks.  The  fbe  met  tiiem  wtth  eqnal  spirit ;  tMer  a  fi^t  of  abont  half  on 
hour,  tiie  rebels  were  forced  back  in  conftirion  towards  the  emmmit.  Hem 
they  made  a  shoH  stand ;'  bnf  wiM  again  d]<)ven  baek,  and  tlnm  piseipttat^i 
attd  in  disorder,  Vushed  down  the  western  ndes  of  tiie  mountain. 

While  these  scenes  were  trarispiring  <m  Ae  right,  General  Hatch  wa* 
perfbtming  similai^  feats  on^ie  left.  Patrick's  Brigade  was  employed  $A 
ftirmishers,  lend  asceiided  the  motmtaiki  till  they  dtiewthe  fire  of  the  enemy 
and  developed  his  pot^cm.  The  rebels  were  posted  behind  a  fence  mnning 
idong  the  crest,  w4lh  woods  in  ft^nrt,  and'  a  comftsld,  fbll^f  rocky  ledges, 
in  the  rear.  FeUo^nteg  Patrick's  skirmishers,  at  a  distance  Kj/f-  thirty  paces, 
was  Phelpifb  R^gade.  Behind  Phelps,  at  a  short  interval,  was  Doubleday, 
Irith  his  men  in  fine  of  battte.  >     - 

As  soon  as  the  i^^bds  w^re  diikjevei^  in  fbrce,  I^elps's  Brigade  I'ashed 
into  the  fight  With  loitd  ehe^rs,  pressed  on  by-Geneml  HaAek'  The  foe 
Could  not  Idng  wMstand  their  deadly  fire' and  vigorous  onset;  ftey  were 
soon  driven  f^rdm  behind  the  fence;  and  Ae  patriots  rushing  on,  took  por- 
tion some  yards  beyond.  In  this  chaige  General  |Iatch  was  wounded,  and 
the  command  of  ihe  division  devolved  en  General  I>oubteday,  whose  bri^' 
gade,  fellfng  first  to  the  command  of  Colonel  Wainwright,  of  the  Seventy-' 
tfxfli  Ne^v  Tofk,'*fler  hcM^as  disabled,  was  commanded  by  Lieutenant- 
Cfelonel  HoflSQan,'(^the  Rfty-siith  Pennsylvania.  This  brigade;  it  dusk, 
Was  ordered  to  relieve  Phdps's  troops,  who  ivere  severely  himdled  in  this 
"actibn.  ..   •     •      . 

'  Bembledays  tiien  IreM  not  molie  than  one  thNSnsatad  In  number:  A 
tebel  pWsonfer  reported  thfet  there  were  Ibur  or  Ave  thousand  of  the  enemy 
who  assailed  them,  supported  by  a  strong  reserve.  The  patriots,  however, 
fliifltei^ed'  themselves  behJted'the  fence  whkh*  thdyhad  captured,  and  by  an 
incessant  fire  kept  the  rebels'  at  bay^  though  thi^  were  in  this  great  foi^ 
at  but  thirty  or  fortjr  yards  distance.  Fortunately,  as  the  ireh^  Were  checked 
in  iflifefr  massfve  strength,  'the  giiherfng  shades  of  evening  concealed  the 
Weakness  6f  flie  pattric*  liiie  before  them.' '  Ttey  made  fre4uent  attempts 
to  char^,  but  were  invariably  repulsed:     • 
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M  kngtli  aw  troops  iv«er0  ^erod  to  witUiald  thehr  fire^  wd  to  lia 
Aown  behind  the  feiuie.  Tfais  WM  the  wgpsl  f(Mr  the  rehdb,  mlh  iheii 
oQfltomary  jeUs^  t^  mah  ibmna^rd.iB  »  ehwqge)  irhich  tfasy  dembted  not  wou]4 
be  0Qeoe6efaL  Thej  wens'  Allowed  to.  approeoh,  wJttont  reeeiviB^  a  ahot| 
to  withte  fifteen  pMee,  wiiea  the  patriots  sprang  to  their  feet  and  poured 
in  upon  the  rebel  ranks  $noh  ^  stafg^ring  storm  <^.  lead, -that  the  whole 
line  reel^  aa  ii  emitten  bj  thnnd^tsbolte^  tqmed^.aad  fled.  The  ground 
behind  thm  wae  co^eved  with  their 'dain.  In  vain  lAmgslreet  endeavored 
to  rally  his  vmm  to  a  nnfw  attadc,  ealfing  them  hia  ^^pets^''  and  using  every 
ineentire^  withi)Pk  hk  powev*  The  firing,  howe?er|<  still  (HHitinued  on  both 
Kidae^  the  combatants  aiming  in  the  twilight  at  the  ^ad^es  ocf  eaoh  oth^a 
gnns.  The  ammunition  of  the  patriots  was  beooming  OThausted,  only  twp 
or  three'  caiftridgea  roinaiiiiug  in  dneir  boxes.  At  this  juncture.  General 
Biokistts  eame  from  the  right  aad  rolunterily  mlicnred  Doableday'a  whanstad 
bii^Mle^  which,  fell  back  but  a  tern  paeea  and  laid  down  on  their  arms. 

The  rebek  now  atteifiqpted  to  ilank  eur  left,  but  were  repulsed  with 
heavy  losp  by  Cokmel  Wainwright,  wtfth  ike  Seventh  lAdiaaa.  While  the 
main  attack  was  going  on  ai  the  fenee,  there  we«  a  s^rited  eontest  for 
aaolher  fenee  near  by,  whieh  boimded  the  nertiiaast  side  of  ike  oonifield« 
Two  r^imetits^  the  T^neni^^^^rat  aod  Twenty^saoond  New  York,  had 
anticipated  the  Tebei&  and  seemed  here  a  yaluable  positien,  just  in  time  to 
prevent  ike  rush  of  the  rebels  towards  the  ss^ie  spot  CSolonal  Bqgers,  of 
the  Twenjty-first,  held  hia  pest:  firmly^  and  drove  bsfck  the  foe,  oompietdj 
silmioiAg  one  of  thdr  batt^des^  by  piokiiig  oiFtho^ gunners. 

The  eentest  xm  front  eontinuad.  abowt  thirty  minutes  aft^  the  amyal  of 
General  BielqettsV  men..  The  heavy  firing  of  these  re^viJprcements  dis4 
heartened  tbe  rebels,  whoieU  baek  and  soon  abandoned  thear  position,  fly-* 
ing  in  discnrder  down  the  monntain«side.  Here^  as  on  the  left  and  all  along 
^  line,  our  rictorioue  Itracqps  slept  upen  their  arms,  not  deemii^  it  safe  to 
endeanfor  to  asoertam  the  pedtiim  of  the  enemy  until  mornings 

It  was  nine  o'doek  in  the-  oFening  b^bre  this  eogagiameiit  at  Tnmer'a 
Gap-  hadroeased*  It  proved^  however,  a  deeisiire  viotory  for  the  patriots^. 
The  sebels  had  the  advailti^  bodi  of  positioa  apd  in  the.  number  of  troopa 
engaged.  The  mountain-e^ies  which  they  held  were  damsely  wooded,  and 
oovered  with  loose  rooksand  slippery  lec^ges.  Their  artillery  was  im  com* 
raanding  positions  to  swasfi  the  open  plain  which  the  patriots  were  to  oroes 
before'  they  eould  readii  the  monntaini  !Cf (^withstanding  .this,  dieiribatteriea 
wave  repeatedly  silenped  by  our  artiUery,.in  an  iaforior  position^  In  infantry 
fighting,  the  patriots  were  signally  successful  against  great  odds.  During 
the  conflict  the  ^ati4^nal  loa^  was  tbreehundi^ed and twenty-ei^ killed, 
fourteen  hundred  and  sij^ty-three  wounded  and  missing.    That  of  the  rebela 

was  estima^ied  at  three  thousand  in  all. 

< 

A  aUnihnr  sueoess  attended  the  JS^atioflaal  arms  at  Cmmpton'a  G^,  and 
one  which,  forthe  advance  of  our  army>  and  the  relief  i^  promised  to  th^ 
gamsom  at  Harper's  Ferry,  was  of  no  less  importance.  Hsjor*General 
Franklin,  following  the  line  of  ike  Potomac,  on  Saturday^  the  13th,  raacjied 
^agar  Loaf  Haantai%  and-  drove  out  ike  enepoy's  .cavah^yy  "^ho  were 
occupyingit  as  a  signal  station.    The  next  moming,t  as  thcjy  Approached 
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KrldiMivffle,  ft  MiaB  iriUage  nclir  the  gtqp^  linj  toowntwed  th^  nbd 
^oketo,  aiMl  ahiKiittiiiimedlttUlyaTebellMMc^ 
Un^  The  plM6  irieoted  fbr  tl^  attack  ivma  y«ry  di^^ 
*nd  die  eBg;agaiBmt  oooimettoeii  abe«t  the  mom  bou*  with  Grenerid  Beno'i 
fcrward  mof^utenty  ntUcb  1h»  been  d««ibed«  The  lebds  held  tiie  rigiii 
(tt«BtlM(rtfd^oftbepiM»tlivDmghtliaBKraiitun.  (^xnin'A  DivisioM  oooapied 
the  ri^  of  the  Union  line,  idiile  Us  left  wm  eoT^red  by  Genend  Sndthi'ft 
DMriott.  Stmwiii^i  three  biigadesMv^cve  otdered  to  cliu^  up  the  heights 
on  &e  ri^it  ^^17  obeyed  vfiih  alaenty,  aad  eeon  eame  npott  a  Bmall 
body  of  tiie  enen^  potted  behind  a  iteoe  wall,  whidi  lam  aloc^i&ear  ike 
base  tf  tke  aaotmtain.  '  Heie^in a  hud-te^hand  ooofliot  of  seariy -an  bonr, 
the  lebeb  finoly  etood  dieir  groiuid,  till,  yidding  to  the  ateady  prenure  of 
oar  daoAtleM  sdklieia,  they  were  nmt^  and  ^vao  tip  tiie  aeolivity. 
Anrkg  rgaebed  the  h^her  groand  -whm^  tbeiv  battery  was  atalioDed,  th^ 
tarned  tqmi  ma  tt^cfjp^  paardng  iar  their  parBuit  npi  the  slope.  But  asalale 
to  tmst  the  impetoesi^  of  the  pateiat  asMmk,  they  again  retareated,  with^ 
dfawiag!  tlieir  artiiUery  en^  ^ekdon,  til  they  gained  the  svnmit  of  the 
ifdge,  where  they  were  pnpamd  to  aaake  a  s^  more  determined  staad. 
Fhohed  with  sooeeis,  the  TTiiien  troops^  doamgep  their  greatiy  diminished 
lankB,  stiU  preserved  tibefap  line  4sk  attack,  and  mshed,  in  a  briUiast  daargBj 
apon  the  sHeog  irmk  of  the  foe.  Then  another  defecate  straggle  en- 
med,  ^0  lebeb*  defending  their  pesitien  with  the  litmost  peasistencei 
Diei»  artfiUery  teaderad:  efficient  serviqe^  oaosiag  many  a  Union  soldier  to 
moisten  the  sod  with  his  heart'a  blood. 

While  tke  r^ht  <tf  the  Notiotua  fbreea  waa  iktm  steadily  foeciiig  the 
lAl,  Bmoka's  a&d  itvin's  Brigades  were^  driviiig  the  foe^  with  equal  s«^ 
oea^  np  the  dc^  on  the  hib.  The  Tdleys  of  mndoetry  answered  each 
elber  ^ftiNn  eithei^  side  of  the  gorge,  anddsto  the  diaqper  Eererberatiena  of 
artiHety^  in  the  pMses  of  whkk  asight  be  heaad  the  thcandne  of  the 
distant  batUe  jit  Tumev's  Oap^  At  length,  on  right  and  left,  the  neb^ 
osnld  no  IcHiger  withstand  the  series  of  epiiited  charges  wbi^  the  patriot 
soUiera  madei  and  faraaking,  they  fled  i»  great  disrader,  over  aad  down 
the  mouBtidttHridcs.  ISietjr  left  in  the  baa^of  the  fetors  four  hamdred 
p^Bonen,  iicnur  Mgimentol  coloiey  one  cannon,  aad  three  thonaand  abaaid 
rfatna 

The  ivdividaal  £wto  of  hePDisaa  in  theae  doee  encoantavs  eaU  nerer 
be  neaomnted^  eavept  by  the  artots  thamanlves^  Eqwal  praise  senoB  te 
Mong  to  dadk  body  of  troops  whoiiiT*  daringly  engaged  the  foe.  Among 
^thrars^  die  brigadea  of  Torbett  and  Newton  were  apeeiaUy  oomiaeiKiad  for 
their  actrdty  and  coarage,  tlw  former  haiTing  displayed  in  thafar  fndl 
ehai^,  mder  the  terrible  fiie  of  the-enen^,  eesrage  rarely  eqnaUed.  The 
seiznre  of  Qramptmi's  Gap  exposed  -the  flank  of  Lee^s  army,  and  ofNened 
ta  ^e  Union  foreea  Pleasant  Yalkey^  where  Gmeral  Franklin  was  within 
aboat  iix  miles  of  Harper'a  I^htv  upd  mto  whk^  plaoe  he  could  easily 
threw  leftafoioementfc       '  - 

As  atoo  as  it  was  aseeltained  that  the  rebela  had  abandoned  Uie  South 
Mosmtain  range^  the  Natioslal  aaraliy  started  in  pwaoit  They. were 
Mowed  by  rthe  eoiya  tf  SaBsn^^  Sooker^  and  Maiiaflald.  with  all  pesi^ble 
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dkptttc^^  alcng  th^.fioofurtxxro'  tnmpUoe.  Sumfficfe  Mcl  Porter,  witfar 
tlietr  oorpB,  weve  ordeffed  to.  move  by  the  old  fiharfsbiuqg.  load.  Fra&klm 
preiaed  down  Pleasant  YaUey,  in  the  endeavor!  to  ^relieve  SarperV  F^ry: 
On  Monday  morning,  tilMlMv'GeneraltFraiydin^)(»  Ida  mmtek  toHaipfr'# 
Ferry,  enootmtOTed  a  Bu()erior.  fbroe^of  the  enemy,  atrongjy  poBledita  arreet 
Ina  adyaooei  A^  but.  two  of  lu&  diviaionB  bad  arrived,  be  did  not  ooniader 
hnbaelf  Btvcmg  enou^  to  attads  tbd  foa 

*  Fotf  two  ifays  A  iFOiy  aervre  oaiuaonfadm^  bad  been  beard  at  H^ 
Ferry,  indieatiiig  the;  fiury  <^  the  oon^ot  whith  w^  raging  thero.  About 
eight  o^clQcik:in  the  looming,  the  loar  of : the: distant  battW^died  lijvray  into 
poorfect  silenoe,  annonnoing,  .too>;  plainly,  that  the  important  post  bad 
fallen  into  the.haada  of  the  r^b^i  The  sad  and  humiliating  inteUigenoe 
of  the  surreinder  was  <M)iifinDied  dariBg  thetoeneon.  The  riotory  of 
Boath .Mountain  was  so  soon  follew€Kl'l^:thts< heavy  renrerae,  aa  to  obscme 
the  gk>ry  Whieb  'shonld  jtmtl^  attach  ta  it  Ob;  Uke  lltbiof  Sq^tambeir, 
General  McOkllan,  fitnn  his  bead-quarters,  at  SoekviUe,  bad  tdhgtsfki&A 
General  HaUeck :  ^^  Oolonel  MQes  lis  at  or  near  Harper'a  Ferry^  I  under- 
Aand,  with  near  nine  thousand  txoepsi  .£Ee  eaq  do netfaing  whene beis^ 
b«t  <M>uld  be  of  great  servioe  if  ordered  to  fdinime.  I  suggest  tfaat.be  be 
at  on^to  ordered' to  join  me  by  the  most.pvaetieiEiblei3K>ute." 

To  diis  GEttneral  HaUeok  retumed  the  iadmediaiei.repfyr  ^^  There  is 
now4^&r  Oolonel  Miks  to  join  you  at]Mesent.  Tb6(Nlly  ehanee.isto 
defend  his* worka  xmtil. .you  can  jopen  oommuniiuitkmlwith  hitiH}  WhcAa 
you  can  do  so,  he  will  be  subject  to  your  oideos*"  •  > 

•  Oui  the  eiane  dayioi  ndiicb  theseitdegrams  jiassed,  Geneml  MeCUUan 
wvete  a.  letter  urgiugtdiat  Miles'fr  Division^  and  alao  thaititwa  or  three  lof 
€he  corps  wfakb  wei»  defimding  Washington,  dionld  be  B«it  to  (bis  aad^ 
He  addrthe  extraevdinary  efcatementr  ^^JSveniif  Waehmffian  duwid  ie 
4<U:«is  while  these  anhias vare:confiieiitii^i  each- other,  this'would  ufiit,  {& 
my  judgment,  bear  eomparis^m  with  the  nki  and  di5a8twr>whish<  would 
follow  a- singie  defeat  of  this  army.^'  .' 

In  a  prompt  roply  to  ^this  l^er  <m'the  18di,  Gebenai  Halleck  wno*^ 
Ahat'siiuM  General  Porter,  the  day  paeviou^  had' taken  OTeritsrenty  Ummt 
•and'  troops'  flom  ihe  defense  .of 'Wasbinglon,  to.  join,  tiieArmgn  of  the 
Potomac,  and  others  had  also  been  withdrawn,  no  more  troops  oenld  in 
lafely  be  senit,nnrtil  thereidiouldbefimh  snivals  ftem  the  Nortti.  He  also 
atggested  that  General  MeCOettaa  attarind  too  little  vahieto  tbe  OapttaL 

A  lai^  supply  of  ammunitfam,  iartillery)  and  stores,  had'  be^o,  eol- 
lected  -at  Harper^s  Ferry,  and  tiie  garrisons  at  Winchester  andMartinsbni^ 
liad  ako  been  ocdered^to  veport'^te  Oolonel  Milesi>  •  Therer  was  atitiiat 
lime  no  poB^iUty  of  evaluating  thepoat  without  iatmenn  less  of  the 
munitions  of  war;  neither- was  it  poesiUe  for  the  gaxrisoQt  then,  in  the  feee 
of  the  swarming  :enemy,  ta  effeet  » junetiou  witbtjQteeM^  MJeOldlan.  To 
Teliere  tiin  -belaa^teied  post^.  aild  >tbu8  ii  assume*  the  oemmaud  o£  the 
troops  hedged  up  there,  was  apparently  one  of  the  most  impoMMltve  dutile 
then  devMVmg  tipon  the'  oommaftideF^inKihieA  *  Eif^  days,  JsousevCT 
elap^before  th«t  Mlie^  was  ^thin  fiver  mites  <of  the  besieged: 
«    The  distance  from  Washington  to  Harper^  Ferry  is  i%^«even  miles. 
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-  Mosi^ihaiLaaioitA  beftire  tili^'CobtMl  Wlm^  an  axperienoed  army 
eSboetj  who  wba  in  command  at  Harpar's  Fhrrj^  Teeeiyed  otikrt  from 
General  Wool,  in  wlioie  Aqiartmefnt  lie  was,  to  Hortify  Maryla&d  Heights, 
Mson  tiienrer,  whioh  ccmrniamted.  the  poBt  at  Harper^s  F&nry.  He  dia* 
regarded  the  ardor.  The  ttoops  here,  under  Ckilooel  Miles,  were  meetly 
New  Yovk  miKtia,  who'  had  been  ealled  ont  fiyr  tfaxM  motitim^  during 
Jackson'e  raid  thtmigh  the  Tallej  4ji  the  BfaeBeadoah.  On  the  'Sth  of  Sep- 
tember, Odonel  Thonas  H.  Fotd,  of  die  Thirty-Seeond  Ohio,  took  com* 
mand  of  the  heights.  Patriot  troope  were  dso  statmied  at  fioiomon's  Gkip 
and  Btokdj  Hook,  which  were  paints  nei  fiy?  distant,  that  oonuranded  s^hm 
of  the  most  practicable  approo^iea  to  the  position. 

Maryland  Heights  eonsist  of  a  sharp  menntain  range,  rising  several 
hmidred  feet  from*  the  eastern  banks  of  the  PolcHnae,  and  th^  eastern 
eiUeuiRy  terminates  about  ten  milee  distant  in  black,  predpitons, 
ttonDe^tom-  crags.  The  name  of  Bolirar  Heights  is  given  to  an  oval- 
diaped  hill,  with  broad  and  naked  fommit,  on  the  Virginia  side  a£  the 
Potomac.  The  hamlet  ^f  Bolivar  is  sitnated  on  the  side  of  the  bill,  while 
the  litde  village  of  Harpor's  Ferry,  ooosisting  mainly  of  Qovemmint  work- 
diops  and  arsenals,  is  at  its  ibot  From  this  village  extends  the  railroad 
bridge  across  the  Potemao  to  the  Maryland  shove.  This  bridge  had  been 
alreacfy  twice  burned  and  reeonstmoted  since  the  war  eommenced. 
Loadoo  Heigkte  eonsist  (^  a  ste^  lUckly-wooded  hill^  across  the  6henan« 
doah,  nearly  opposite  Maryland  Heights.  The  latter  ele^nation  is  the  key 
to  Harper's  Ferry;  akmg  Ms  baee  nms  a  canal;  a  road  oonstrttcted  with 
great  labor  ascends  the  Heighta  from  the  banks  ef  the  Potomac.  Near 
the  aammit  of  Maryland  Heights  there  is  a  broad  plateai^  eommanjding  a 
nvy  magnificent  view  of  the  Potomac^  the  Shenandoah^  and  &e  opponte 
i^gieii  of  Yhginia.  Here  the  Union' tposqpa  had  planted,  on  the  tdg&  of 
the.^fl^  heavy  siige^gnns,  among  which  were  two"  114neh  Dahlgrens,  one 
fi%-poaoder  Pacrrott,  and  a  battery  of  howitBers;  these  guns  commanded 
the  valley.  The  only  Ibasible  approach  far  the  atlaek  of  this  position  waa 
ftmn  the  northern  side.  With  proper  barrieades,  a  small  force  here  conld 
keep  qtdte  an*  army  at  bay.  There  was  also^every  4u!!il)ty  for  witiietanding 
a  long  siege,  sinee  fresh  water'in  abnndaaice  poored  out  from  the  nnmerom 
q)rings  and  brooks  on  the  mountain  iddes.  * 

When  OG^onel  Foid  assmned  command  of  ihe  Heights  on  the  5th  of 
SqitembcE,  lapprehcnding  an  attack,  he  made  requisition  on  Oolonel  Miles 
far  re§nfofoements, 'and'fop  the  necessary  tools  to  erect  defences;  the 
farmer  wwe  sent,  bntnoneof  the  latter.  With  a  £»w  boitow>ed*  axes  he 
neverdielesB  constmcted  a  'sl%lit  'breastworic  of  logs  on-  the  11  th.  On '  this 
day  the  Union  fbiee  at  Sehmion's  Oap  were  attacked  and  driven-  back  by 
the  enemy.  Two  dmnioai  of  dnf  rebdli  -^ete  oh  the  -rapid'  maf^  fi(nr» 
itCaryland  Heights,  while  another  divfeion  under  Walker  w{M  pressing 
fSNTHwd,  hi  fareed  maiobes^  ffi^  Point  of  Boeks^  to  cut  off  the  retreat  <^ 
ihe  ganrism.  They  soon  readied  and  took  possession  of  London  Heighta* 
^  Btm^wall "  Jacksoi,  advancing  upon  Harper^  Ferry  by  Martinsbnrg, 
iraa  Oft  SatuMhiy  morning,  tike  IMht,  at  HaHstown,  but  foot*  miles  from  the 
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Ferry,  aoid  in  tke  mqit  Afronble  posdou  M  cbopomte  iritit  Hdb  mher 
vebd  geik^rala  in  in-vofitiBg  the  po8t 

Wh^n  Colcmel  Ford  took  cwmmund  «t  Mttgrkad  Hriglitft,  h»  had  ft 
fiarce  of  artillery,  in&otiy,  and  eaAralij,  amounting  to  fifteott  hundred  and 
fifty  men.  A  i^nfonsemani  wib  aoon  lont  to  him  of  the  Qaribaldi 
Qnardfl,  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty^fiixth  and  the  One  Htmdred  and 
Fifteoeith  Kew  York,  and  the  Thiid  Maryknd  Bagnnattfly  inereaaifig  hib 
strengtiii  to  font*  thooaand.  With  thiB  force  he  fait  eonfident  that  he  could 
hold  hift  poaifcien.  The  whole  ibioe  nnder  Cciooel;  Miles  on  the  12th  of 
September  anoanted  .to  thirteen  ihovsand  men,  the  garriaane  of  Martina* 
burg  and  Winchester  having  fallen  back  to  the  Feny. 

Colonel  Ford's  tro(^  wem  stationed  at  difftoent  points  on  Hm  Heights, 
moat  of  them  being  near  the  look-ont  on  the  summit  of  the  hilL  Hie 
force  was  largely  miade  up  of  raw  militia,  without  disoiii^e  (ht  experienoen 
Skirmishing  oommenced  on  Eridf^^  neir  the  crest,  as  tide  enemy  approached 
by  the  nordiem  dope.  The  firing  ended  «t  sundown,  the  Union  ttoopa 
holding  tibeir  own.  The  nig^t  waa  qpent  in  wakeful  and  anxious  eopeete- 
tion  of  the  oonfliet  whidb.  the  morning  would  snrdy  introduce.  At  day^ 
break,  on  Saturday,  the  13th,  the  National  Unea  were  formed  abont  three 
hundred  yards  in  tMxt  of  theberricade.  Two  companiaB  of  the  Maryland 
Horse  Brigade^  with  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty HuadUi  Kew  York,  held 
the  right.  The  Thirty^first  Oluo  ooeupied  the  fii^Qjb  and  centre^  TheChari* 
baUi  Qnavd  held  the  mdantoie  Ieft« 

At  seven  o'^dock^  die  rebels  opened  a  shaifp  sausketry  fire.  They  then 
twice  attempted  to  kdiaxge,  bnt  were  handsomely  repulMd.  This  %hting 
ecmtmued  tear  anhour,  whtei  the  ribela,  having  been  retefttrbed,  adnmeed 
with  loud  shi^uts  and  (brums  beating  the  long  roll  The  ineacpecimMed 
tooops  reU«ated  to  the  hraaatVM>iks  in  great  eonfuaien.  CMon^  ChMrriU^ 
of  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-aixlfa  New  York,  made  the  most  heroitf 
tfforts  to  reform  hiaehattered  line,  bist  he^soon  fell  aeTorely  wounded^  Aa 
soon  as  the  regimento  gained  die  shelter  of  the  bavtieadesy  aoine  osder  and 
eonfidenoe  was  re^kiired.  Biat  again  tb«^  were  thrown  tnte  confusion  by  a 
flank  movement  of  the  t^bela  to  their  left,  and  tunadltBOusly  they  retreated 
from  the  breastwork.  After  an  ineffieotnal  endeavor  to  retake  tiie  poeitiosv 
they  fell  back  to  the  battery  in  tbe.tBar. 

The  htoyy  guns  near  the  mreat,  from  ten  oHdoek  in  the  morning,  were 
busily  Engaged  shelling  the  weoda  through  which  the  rebels  wem  advntt^ 
eing.  At  two  o'clock,  to  the  smrpnse  of  all,  an  order  waa  veoeived  from. 
Colonel  Ford  to  spike  the  gnhs.  SiiU,  in  disregard  of  the  erder,  thtf 
fire  waa  o(mtinued  vigoronsiy  until  half^ ast  three,  when  the  stwuige  manr 
daite  waa  rrinMnxltly  obeyed. .  In  half  i^  hour  the^tcec^  reeeived  anothnr 
erder  fiNim  Oohmel  Ford  to  wu&draw-frMi  tiie  Hei|^  and  abandon  theaS: 
to  the  enemy.  The  regiments  refined  in  good  carder,  Imt  Ae  be^  d*  eveiy^ 
true  aoMier  bmtied  wi4h  indign«lion,at  tbi  ec^werdiee  and-iq^erttttreat^ 
ery  of  smdi  a  movement. 

Soon  after  the  patriot  fcnraes  had  descended  into  ihe  TaQey,  ihe-rebds* 
appeared  upon  the Qeightay ebifve  the  gnae^  and  huled  doum astiower  oC 
musket-balls  upon  the  plain  below.    Their  fire  was  returned,  but  with  little 
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ffleet)  BntQ  m  ihdl  from  %  Union  battery,  neur  dw  bridge,  put  them  to  a 
baatyflight    All  fighting  in  that  direotiop  then  ewMed> 

Harper's  Feny  was  nmr  cloeriy  iniwrted  by  the  rebels.  Walker's 
XMrnkm  was  in  possession  of  London  Mei^bl^  south  of  the  town.  Mo^ 
Laws  and  Anderson  held  Maryland  Heights.  A  rebel  fbree  was  also  al 
Ssady  Hook,  whenoe  it  oon)d«  almost  nno|^posed,  approach  the  Ferry  by 
the  riy^s  ooorae.  ^^  Stonewall '^  Ja^son  was  also  at  hand,  to  mardi  npon 
the  de&nees  at  Bolivar  Hei^^kts,  wh«re  Colosiel  Miles  had  stationed  the 
laigest  poition  of  his  troops.  The  garrison,  dras  deprived,  throngh  im«> 
bedUty  or  ttpoachery,  of  Maiyland  Heights,  was  apparently  exposed  to 
essj  captnre. 

The  Acaogr  of  the  Potcmme,  nnmbering  owr  seventy  thonsand  man,  was 
within  twelve  miles  of  these  beleaguered  patriots.  After  the  evaenation  of 
Ifaiyland  Heif^ts,*  on  Batorday  night,  &e  IJMh,  Colonel  Miles  ordered 
Osptain  Snssell,  of  the  Maryland  Oavalry,  to  endewor  to  break  throngh 
4he  rebel  lines,  wdtha  «nall  detaehment,  vnd  report  to  Qenend  McOlellan, 
tkst  Harper's  Ferty  oonld  not^hold  out  Ibrty-eight  hoars  longer  unless  im«> 
mediate  relief  was  given.  He  sooeeeded  in  eluding  the  enmoy,  and  reached 
Ihe  head-quarters  of  the  Anny  of  the  Potemae,  near  Frederick,  on  Bun* 
day,  at  n^  o'clock,  ▲.  ic 

General  MeOleUan  immediatBly  dispatched  a  messenger  to  GeDwal 
IVaokUn,  followed  fay  Captain  Bussell  an  kmr  later,  with  a  communica* 
tion  oonoeming  the  desired  reenforoements,  which  was  delivered  at  three 
•'clock,  p.  ic  But  (General  Franklin,  finding  the  enemy  in  fetoe  before 
him,  made  no  attempt  to  rriieve  the  beloagnered  garrison.  The  morning 
ai  Sundi^,  14th,  dawned  sQendy  at  Harper's  Ferry.  Bat  the  garrison 
every  moment  expeoted  &e  <^ning  thunders  of  hostile  artillery  from  the 
frewndng  heights,  which  had  so  veoently  surrounded  the  post  with  their 
ttsndly  protection.  Ko  foe  was  to  be  seen.  1^  spiked  gnus  and  deserted 
samps  of  the  patriot  remained  solitary.  The  rebds  were  lying  concealed 
widdn  ti»  mountain  forests.  Jackson  had  sent  orders  to  the  other  rebel 
genends  to  delay  the  bemburdment  until  he  was  in  position.  There  were 
some  indications  of  an  approaching  atta^  from  him,  whidi  induced  the 
Ifational  force  to  form  in  line  of  battle,  awaiting  his  iqpproach. 

The  patriot  line  was  formed  behind  tiie  breastworks  on  Bolivar  Heij^ta 
Oolonel  d'Utassy,  wi&  his  brigade  of  Kaw  York  and  Hlinms  troops,  and 
neariy  three  entire  batteries,  was  on  the  eztrameright  Oolonel  Trimble's 
Brigade,  with  lUgby's  battery,  on  the  left.  Brigadier-Oeneral  Julius 
Vhite,  who  had  recantiy  been  in  command  at  Martinsburg,  had  charge  of 
tiw  forces  at  Bolivar  ^iighta.  Upon  returning  to  his  former  post  at  Har> 
por'a  Ferry,  he  had  unfoitunately  waived  his  right  to  the  oonnnand,  in 
esurtevf  to  Colcond  Miles,  whose  age  and  long  ezpexienee  in  the  r^nlar 
■nay  gave  sasurance  of  agallant  defence  of  the  plaoa 

Tlw  forenoon  panssd  without  any  hostiKties, save  the  oeeasional  throwing 
of  a  shell  from  the  Union  batteries  into  some  snspeoted  epot  in  die  woods. 
Eoor  after  hoar  our  foroes  waited  anxioasly  for  the  attack.  At  two 
e^dock,  tw»  eraipanies  of  the  Garibaldi  Gnards  and  two  of  the  Six^-fiflli 
Ohio  Wire  sent  up  tiie  Maiyland  Heig^tS)  under  Major  Wood,  who 
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brotight  Eway  four  bran  pieces  wUeb  bad  beeti  imperfectly  q)iked,  end  t 
wagon-load  of  ammsxBtmi.  They  encountered  no  opposition  in  this  bold  act 

Another  honrpassed,  and  tiie  patriots  began  to  hope  that  the  etiemy 
had  been  fi>iled  in  their  plans  by  some  unknown  event  Bsrt  a  few  minnt^ 
after  two  o'clock,  the  thnnd^s  of*  artyiery  pealed  suddenly  through  the 
silent  air,  tmm  three  different  points.  Maryland  Heights  and  Loudon 
Heights  BXiA  Sandy  Hook,  were  sJl  hurling  their  missiles  of  death  upon  the 
little  village  and  the  doomed  garrison.  Soon  two  odier  batteries  fi^om  the 
Shepherdstowift  and  Charlestown  roads  opened  theiir  fire.  The  thickly 
flying  shot  and  shell  pursued  eitisen  and  soldier,  alike  feeing  for  shelter 
behind  rocks  and  houses.  The  Union  batteries  vigorously  returned  the 
fire,  and  die  Fifth  Artillery  quickly  sOenoed  the  guns  on  Loudon  Heights. 
Our  foroes  bravely  maintained  thdr  position  till  dusk.  Bigby's  battery, 
whose  deadly  range  {Mrovoked  a  rebel  charge  about  eight  o'dock,  was  hero* 
ically  defended,  and  the  storming  party  repulsed. 

The  tempest  of  war  ceased  wdth  tiie  going  down  of  IftesuiiA.  Duritig 
the  ni^ltt  the  rebels  were  busy  erecting  and  strengthening  their  batteries, 
said  «t  five  o'okek,  on  Monday  morning,  renewed  their  assaults  from  seven 
di£Esrent  dinectioni,  oompletely  enfilading  the  Union  Hues.  Still  our  artit 
lery  replied  vigorously  for  three  hours.  At  seven  o'dod:,  Odonel  Miles  de^- 
ekmd  to  General  White  that  it  would  be  neeessaiy  to  surrender.  At  Gen- 
eral White's'  suggestion,  a  oouncil  of  brigade  commanders  was  called.  Ool- 
onel  Miles  represented  &at  tiie  amnmnition  of  the  batteries  was  exiiausted, 
and  that  capitnlatioA  was  unavoidable.  The  council  'apptfovod  his  inten* 
tion,  with  the  exception  of  Oolonel  d'Utas^,  who  declared  that  he  would 
never  surrender.-  Our  fire  now  ceased,  and  the  white  flag  was  raised  from 
several  points  over  the  intrencfaments,  and  General  White* was  dispatched 
to  araange  t^rms  of  capitalation.  The  rebeb,  however,  continued  to  fire 
tor  three^quartwB  of  an  hoar  after  the  flags  of  surrend^  were  raised,  du- 
ring which  time,  and  even  after  the  terms  of  surrei»der  had  been  signed. 
Colonel  Miles  was  mortally  wounded  in  the  leg  by  the  fragment  of  a  shelL 
Harper's  Ferry  was  thus  ingloriouslysumndered  at  nine  o'clock,  Monday 
morning,  September  15th.    Ooknel  Miles  died  the  next  day. 

The  mortification  and  rage  of  our  brave  soldiers,  when  they  learned 
their  fate,  was  intense.  •  One  of  the  officers,  whose  battery  had  sileneed  the 
rebel  gnns^  exclaimed,  with  tears,  ^^Boys^  we  have  got  no  country  now.*^ 
MurmmB  aaid  imprecations  were  heard  all  ^laag  tiie  lines  from  both  offi- 
eera  and  men.'  There  was  one  general  cry  of  indignation  tbrou^iout  the 
country,  in  view  of  this  igneminious  sacrifice.  Biit  still  it  was  not  easy  to 
dedide  i^Mm  whom  the  responsibility  df  the  shame  should  fall.  '■  The 
supineness  and  neglect  of  the  generals  whowero^commanded  to  relieve  tiie 
garrison ;  the  greattiy  emperidr  .'fevce-  of  the  besieging  army,  whose  guns 
were  enfilading  the  position  from  diffetent  directions ;  and  the  failing  of 
ammiunition',  were  the  most  pressing  arguments  in  ibvor  of  surrender. 

But 'there  was  yet  hope  of'Te^iforcements  until  tiiC'  fopty*eight  hours 
had  expired)  which  limit  of  endurance  Colonel  Miles  himself  had  fixed. 
Our  artiHery  was  safe  frmn  assault,  ev«n  though  its  fire  were 'siltticed.  Our 
infantty  was  in  trenches  five  feet  deep,  witii  to  abundant  supply  of  oai^ 
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frUges.  The  troops  were  not  dlfioourag^  They  IkaA  an  uxspU  nq^ply  of 
provistons,  and  ooold  certainly,  under  a  strong  oemmaqder,  have  made  a 
much  more  heroic  and  protracted  redistanoe.  The  ^eqwilAiofwed^  what 
inmense  importance-it  was  to  the  Union  ^tttee  UiafcBiich  defence  ^onU 
have  been  made.  Oeneral  McOIdlan  weiMnot  then  ha:ire  been.ontnnBi^ 
bered  at  Antietam,  and  General  Lee'e  army,  weakened  by  the  abeenee  of. 
thirty  thoifsand  men,  detained  atBlarp^B  fWy^eould  hate  been  altaokeil 
in  detail,  wi&  the  Potomac  dn  its  rear. 

The  terniB  of  capitnlation  provided  that  ihe  Uiridn  effloers  should  be 
laffared  to  depart  on  parole,  with  their  aide-arnui  and  their  private  •efiecta; 
The  common  soldiers  were  also  paroled.  Bleven  thonsand  five  hdndred 
and  eighty-three  officers  and  men  were  thud  surrendered'  to  the  irebekk 
The  rebels  also  captnred  six  94-ponnder  howHsers,  twelve  6^pomuler  Na« 
poleons,  six  3-indi  James's  rifled  t^nnon,  fcmr  S4-ponder  rifled  PaivottB, 
md  six  smooth-bore  brass  pieces.  There  were  also  left,  spiked  a»d^Mele% 
oa  Maryland  Heijghts,  two  9^kich  Bahlgrens,  one  50-poundeF  Pamott,  six 
12-poimder  howitzers,  and  ftnr  common  ron^  gnns — a  total  of  fottynMvea 
pieces.  The  Unionists  also  lost  seven  thonsand  five  hmiAmd  stand  oft 
asms,  forty  thonsand  ronnds'  o^  cartridged,  fifty  rcmnds  of ' canister-diot, 
tnd  six  days'  rations  fi>r  twelve  tiKmsand  tnen.  The  Kational  loss  in  killed 
a&d  wounded  was  reported  at  abont  two  hundred.  The  tebd  <  loss*  wai 
eetimated  by  their  own  officers  at  fifteen  hundred. 

All  the  cavalry,  numbering  two  thousand  three  hundred,  escaped  on 
Sunday  night,  cuttiilg  their  way  through  the  rebel  lines  by  the  Sharpsbui^ 
road.  They  captured,  on  their  route,  Longstreet's  train  of  a  hun- 
ctred  wagons,  and  nearly  a  hundred  prisoners.  The  greatest  praise  is  due 
to  Colonel  Bavies,  of  the  Eighth  New  York  Cavalry,  whose  persistent  de- 
mands upon  Oolonel  Miles  for  permission  to  attempt  to  escape,  united  with 
his  gallant  leadership,  saved  to  the  Qovemment  this  valuable  corps,  with 
whose  horses  and  equipments,  Jackson  had  hoped  to  refurnish  his  jaded 
and  forlorn  squadrons. 

According  to  the  careftil  judgment  of  the  investigating  committee  ap* 
pointed  by  Congress,  Harper's  Ferry  was  prematurely  surrendered.  It 
was  proved  that  Colonel  Miles  had  failed  to  fortify  Maryland  Heights, 
when  ordered  to  do  so  one  month  previous  to  the  surrender ;  that,  in  view 
of  an  attack,  he  had  withheld  from  Colonel  Ford  reenforcements  and  the 
necessary  means  for  throwing  up  barricades ;  that  without  sufficient  cause 
he  permitted  these  Heights,  which  he  acknowledged  to  the  officers  as 
the  only  defensible  position  of  the  post,  to  be  abandoned  on  the  18th ;  that 
he  frequently  paroled  rebel  officers  and  prisoners  during  the  siege,  sending 
them  to  the  rebel  head-quarters,  where  they  could  communicate  the  exact 
state  of  the  garrison  and  of  the  fortifications ;  that  he  had,  when  their 
abandonment  was  announced,  only  expressed  the  fear  that  it  was  ^^  too 
aoon;"  that  he  had  alleged,  in  refusing  to  allow  the  infantry  to  escape 
with  the  cavalry,  that  he  had  no  instructions  to  defend  the  Ferry  to  the 
last  extremity ;  and  that  this  refusal  was  speedily  followed  by  the  surrender 
of  this  large  force,  without  any  attempt  to  form  a  junction  with  General 
Franklin,  who  was  so  near  to  him. 
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CMoDd,  Wlm  Wis  a  veteran  offioer  in  the  semGe  of  luui  coimtiy,  Bsf 
kad  fedleii  mortally  wounded*  ^tpl^  the  above  recorded  facts  compelled^ 
the  committee  to  the  deciiion,  which  their  ^mpathieB  rendered  as  mild  as 
pOflsiUe,  that  his  c(mdact  *'  exhibited  an  incapacjity  amounting  almost  to 
imbecility.'^    The  indignuit  Toioe  of  the  public  was^  that  it  was  an  act  of 

Colonel  Pord  irm  alsQ  conyicted  of  having  j^hown,  in  his  defence  of 
Maryland  Heights,  such  a  lack  of  military  ca^^acity  as  to  disqualify  him, 
in  ihe  opinion  of  the  cofOixxmA^n^  for  i^  command  in  the  service.  In 
accordance  with  their  report^  Colonel  Ford  a,nd  other  officers  were  dia- 
missed  from  the  service  by  die  Ptreiident.  This  punishment  would  have 
seemed  almost  too  lenient  for  hi^  oomm^ding  officer,  had  not  the  singular 
providenoe  of  his  death  eunuooned  him  befcMPe  another  tribunal  to.  answer 
for  his  part  in  this  huniUatien  of  ^the  KatioUil  anas,  and  the  grave  oonee* 
quenoes  which  followed. 

HJaidly  were  the  terms  of  surrender  signed,  when  the  rebel  force  of 
tw^ity  thousand  exultant  tvoops  were  hurrying  awnjy  in  rapid  march,  to  sni^ 
port  General  Lee  at  Antfieiaok  The  vidoiy  et  South  Mountain,  brilliant 
as  it  was,  seareely  atoned  for  the  National  reverse  at  Harper's  Ferry,  the 
tesnU  certainly  of  delay^  ^pidi^,  and  cowardice,  to  whi^  perhaps,  is  to 
be  added  itrea^an. 


CHAPTEB  XII. 

BATTLiB   OF  AKtIBTAJC. 
Vram  0«ptombtr  »Ch  to  S«ptoab«r  ttd,  1I«L 

PiBsr  PosmoK  or  thb  RnxLS.— PBapARinosB  for  ths  Battul— Tn  9va:t>  or  Battlb.<« 
F0BO88  oir  KtSi(B  BiDB.— ^OraNiiro  or  thb  Battlb.— Hbboum  or  Hooxb&'b  DimoH. — Ib- 

OEDBNIS  or   THB    BATTL&frrQWSIAL  BUB|»I9B'8  OHABaB.-— TkB  IKDBCIBITB  VlCKttT.— T^i 
BBTIBBMBirT  Or  THB  FOB. — RbMONSTBABCBS  QT  OfFIOEBa^— GbBU  BltBO^g. 

iMMSDiAfBLT  after  the  victory  of  South  Meuntain,  the  main  bodj  of  the 
KatiaBal  army  pressed  on  in  pnrguit  of  the  retreating  rebelg.  They  had 
fallen  back  in  the  direction  of  the  Potomac,  and^  with  concentrated  force, 
hnd  selected  a  strong  position  near  Sharspboxg.  Here  thej  intrenched 
themselves ;  the  memorable  battle  of  Antietam  soon  ensued.  In  the  par- 
suit,  our  cavalry  advance  engaged  a  body  pf  the  rebel  cavalry  at  Boonesboro^ 
apd  put  them  to  flight,  with  a  loss  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners  and 
two  guns. 

All  the  corps  of  the  National  Army  were,  on  Monday,  September 
'15tb,  marching  upon  Sharpsburg,  except  Franklin's,  which  was  left  to  hold 
the  enemy  in  check  at  Brownsville.  The  subordinate  generals  had  re- 
ceived instructions  from  their  Commander-in-Chief,  that  ii*  the  enemy  were 
met  in  force,  and  well  posted,  the  troops  were  to  be  placed  in  position  for 
attack,  and  then  to  await  his  arrival  Sichardson's  Division  was  in  ad- 
vance, and  found  the  enemy  deployed  a  few  miles  beyond  Keedysville,  on 
ground  fronting  the  position  they  really  intended  to  hold,  and  where  their 
Hues  were  then  forming.  When  General  McClellan  reached  the  front,  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  15th,  he  found  the  divisions  of  Bichardson  in  positioui 
and  the  remainder  of  the  column  halted  on  the  main  road. 

He  deemed  it  too  late  to  make  an  attack,  and  the  remainder  of  the  day 
and  night  was  spent  in  preparation  for  battle  on  the  morrow.  The  patriot 
force  was  massed  on  each  side  of  the  Sharpsburg  road-  The  whole  night 
was  spent  in  moving  the  troops  to  their  appointed  stations.  The  morning 
light  revealed  the  forces  of  Lee,  formed  behind  the  sheltering  crests  of  the 
mountain,  and  in  the  woods  which  covered  the  broken  ground,  where  they 
were  determined  to  make  a  desperate  stand. 

Along  the  Wjestem  banks  of  the  Antietam  Biver,  there  runs,  with  a 
gradual  rise  of  undulating  ground,  a  crescent-shaped  ridge,  presenting  its 
concave  side  to  the  river.  The  top  of  this  ridge  spreads  out  into  a  broad 
table-ground  of  forests  and  ravines.  A  series  of  timber-covered  hills  sur- 
rounded this. ridge;  some  of  the  adjacent  hiUs  had  been  cleared  of  the 

forest,  and  were  covered  with  orchards  and  comfieldS|  enclosed  with  fences 
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of  ndls  or  atone ;  beUnd  thiB  ridge  raas  the  road  firom  Hager0tawn  to 
fiharpBbmg  and  ShepherdBtown.  Shal^burg  is  just  in  the  rear  of  the 
ridge. 

Along  these  hilla  the  rebel  lines  were  posted,  four  miles  in  ^Etent  Their 
position  was  exceedingly  strong,  protected  by  ravines  and  forests.  Every 
commanding  crest  was  crowned  with  guns,  and  the  forests  were  planted 
thick  with  a  sudden  growth  of  bristling  bayonets.  The  rebel  lines  of  re- 
treat, should  retreat  bQ  found  nebessary,  were  unobstnicted  by  the  roads 
in  their  rear.  The  extreme  right  of  the  rebel  lines  was  within  three-fourths 
of  a  mile  of  the  Potomac ;  in  front,  and  along  their  left  flank,  waid  the 
Antietam,  winding  through  a  wooded  ravine,  with  banks  too  high  and  with 
waters  too  deep  to  permit  a  crossing,  except  at  two  fords^  at  some  distance 
from  eaeh  other.  Between  these  distant  fords  there  were  three  bridges:  on 
the  right,  Ihe  centre,  and  the  left  oi  the  robel  lines.  These  bridges  were 
all  strongly  guarded 

To  the  Union  t3*oops,  the  nature  of  the  ground  held  by,  the  rebels  was 
very  deceptive ;  the  waving  com,  the  smoothly^-plonghed  fields,  the  toees, 
of  stunted  growth,  and  the  deeper  forests,  which  covered  the  gradual  slopes, 
concealed  the  crags^  the  precipices,  the  gullies,  and  the  tangled  jungles, 
through  which  the  patriots  must  force  their  way,  under  a  withering  fire  of 
artillery  and  musketry,  before  they  could  reach  the  rebel  lines.  General 
Lee  had  weU  chosen  his  position ;  and  he  had  not  a  doubt  that  he  oould 
defend  it. 

The  patriot  troops  were  on  the  east  side  of  the  Antietam,  behind  a  low 
range  of  hills  lyii^  at  the  base  of  the  Blue  Ridge.  These  eminences  were 
generally  commanded  by  the  heights  held  by  the  rebels.  Here  our  lines 
were  extended  and  our  batteries  massed.  During  most  of  the  day  of  Tues- 
day, September  16th,  General  McOlellan  was  employed  reconnoitring  tlie 
ground,  posting  his  troops,  and  forming  his  plan  of  attack.  The  two  com- 
bined armies,  amounting  to,  one  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  men,gazed 
quietly  at  each  other,  awaiting  with  impatience  and  anxiety  the  terrible 
^ock  of  battle  which  was  impending.  There  were,  perhaps  needful,  but 
certainly  very  deplorable  delays,  which  enabled  the  foe  to  bring  up  power- 
fiil  reenforcements,  and  greatly  to  strengthen  their  position.  When  our 
troops  arrived  on  the  east  of  the  Antietam,  they  were  ninety  thousand  in 
number ;  and  the  rebels  but  fifty  thousand.  Twenty-four  pre^ous  hoiirs 
were  spent  in  preparing  for  the  battle,  during  idiich  time  many  of  tho 
positions  of  the  enemy  were  rendered  almost  impregnable,  and  "  Stone- 
wall^' Jackson  joined  Lee- with  his  powerfiil  troops;  and  other  reepforce- 
ments  were  also  ^labled  to  arrive  during  the  battle.*  < 

At  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  Tuesday,  the  16th,  General  Hooker's 
Corps  was  ordered  to  cross  the  Antietam,  hj  the  upper  bridge,  on  the 

*  "  My  plan  for  the  impendiiig  general  engagement  was,  to  attadc  the  enemy^s  left  with  the 
corps  of  Hooker  and  Mansfield,  supported  by  Sumner'a^  and,  if  necessary,  by  Franklhi's  ^  and,  as 
flooQ  as  matters  looked  &vorable  there,  to  mo^e  the  oorps  of  BnroiidB  against  the  enem/s  ex- 
treme right,  upon  the  ridge  runi^ng  to  the  south  and  rear  of  Sharpsburg;  and,  haying  carried 
their  position,  to  pr^ss  along  the  crest  towards  our  right ;  and,  whenever  either  of  these  flank 
movements  should  be  successful,  to  advance  our  centre  ^ith  aU  the  foroe9  then  disposable.  — 
Ocnmd  McC/kUan's  JUporL 


MB  CIVIL    WAR    IN    AMB.R10A. 

HagerstowiL  toad^  aAid  bj  the  ford  above  it  The  motQmeut  w^s  effected 
and  the  height  gained  ob  the  right  bank  of  the  fiti'eam,  without  <^piK]0iti0n^ 
Pressing  forward  in  this  direction  to  gain  the  flank  of  the  foe,  they  en- 
countered an  unexpected  storm  of  grape  and  eaniater,  which  compelled 
them  to  fall  back.  Again  thej  advanced  in  more  formidable  hmt^^  wit^ 
batteries  in  front,  sn^K>rlted  bj  infantry,  while  skirmishers  were  sent  out 
on  either  flank.  The  ground  over  which  th^  marched  was  hilly  and 
somewhat  cultivated  with  cornfields  and  meadows^  intersp^red  widi  woods 
and  ravines. 

As  the  column  was  approaching  an  open  pasture,  enclosed  on  two  sidefi 
by  woods,  and  protected  by  a  hill  on  the  right,  the  skimiishers  on  the 
flanks  were  assailed  by  a  brisk  fire  from  the  rebels  concealed  i|i  Hlq  woods; 
at  the  same  time,  in  oxa  fix>nt,  and  on  our  right  flank,  batteries,  opened  a 
very  vigorous  fire.  The  skirmish  rose  suddenly  to  the  dimensions  of  a 
battle.  "  The  fight  flashed,  and  glimmered,  and  fadied,  and  finally  went 
out  in  the  dark.''  This  movement  was  but  a  successful  reoonnoiswice  in 
preparation  for  the  great  battle  which  was  to  take  place  on  the  next  day. 
The  hostile  pickets  on  this  portion  of  the  line  were  so  near  each  other,  tha,t 
during  the  night  six  of  the  rebels  were  captured.  As  tl^  patriot  troops 
threw  themselves  down  upon  their  arms  for  sleep.  General  Hooker  said, 
*'  We  are  through  for  to-night,  gentlemen ;  but  to-moirow  we  fight  the 
batde  that  will  decide  the  &te  of  the  Bepnblic.^'  'During  the  ni^t  there  were 
repeated  alarms,  so  that  the  soldiers  on  either  side  obtained  but  little,  repose. 

While  General  Hooker  was  making  this  movement  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  16th,  the  Ninth  Corps  proceeded,  by  diviBi(M]t3,  down  the  course  of  the 
Antietam  about  three  miles,  where  they  halted,  and  took  position  on  the 
left  of  the  road  fix>m  Bohersville  to  Sharpsburg.  They  occupied  a  range  of 
hills  which  covered  the  stone  bridge  over  the  Antietam  and  the  lower  ford* 
These  Iroope  were  admirably  posted,  and  the  next  day  were  placed  undef 
the  command  of  General  Bumside.  In  the  morning,  at  seven  o'clock,  they 
moved  forwiird  to  occupy  a  ridge  nearer  to  the  river,  in  anticipation  of  a 
movement  across  the  river  at  what  is  called  the  Stone  Bridge,  and  an  attack 
upon  the  right  flank  of  the  foe.  In  effecting  this  movement,  our  batteri^ 
were  briskly  engaged  with  the  rebel  batteries  on  the  other  side  of  the 
stream.  During  this  artillery  fight,  the  superiority  of  our  guns  and  practice 
were  manifest  in  silencing  several  guns  of  the  enemy. 

But  the  battle  of  Antietam  really  commenced  at  daybreak,  Wednesday 
mcMTiing,  September  17,  by  Hooker's  Division,  on  the  extreme  right,  and 
here  until  noon  the  most  intense  interest  of  the  conflict  centred.  During 
the  night  the  rebels  had  been  exceedingly  elated  by  the  arrival  of  the  di- 
visions of  Ja^^keon  and  Lawton,  flushed  with  their  brilliant  victory  at 
Harper's  Fenrjj,  ^^d  having  their  cartridge-boxes  well  filled  with  the  cap- 
tured anununiti^n.  With  these  reenforcements,  the  probabilities  of  suc- 
cess were  far  in  ibvor  of  Lee.  His  position  was  seemingly  impregnable. 
The  patriots,  in  mWdng  the  assault,  were  compelled  to  march,  by  the  most 
difficult  approached  upon  the  muzzles  of  his  guns.  Lee,  the  most  renowned 
of  the  rebel  generav,  was  in  command,  with  Jackson  on  his  left ;  Long- 
street  on  his  right;  wd  HiU  at  his  centre. 


Qeneral  Hjooker^  daring  tUe  ni^t,  yrts  k'eenforeed  by  liie  oor^  of  8am- 
ner  «ad  MaxuAeld.  Wedtiesdaj  moaming  opeoed  clottdy ;  Hboker^B  Division 
moved  on  to.  the  asaaiiU  widi  a  TigorouB  fire  of  artiUezj  mtd  imiJE^Btrf.  A 
National  battery  was  pnshed. forward  over  tiie field  bejond  the  central 
^oods,  which  penetrti^  it  like  a  broad  promontory  On  these  two  plains 
and  the  inteijutting  woods  were  the  billows  of  battle  to  Biixge,  l^e  tide- 
ware  of  victoiiy  swsjing  hither  and  thidier,  mow  bearing  fiieiid,  and  now 
foe  alternately  ^n  its  crest,  but  everywhere  leaving  thickly  strewn  the 
dead  and  wonnded,  while  it  swept  along  in  h   devastating  conra^. 

Hooker's  men,  inspired  by  the  spirit  ^'  their  intr^d  eommttnder, 
whom  tiiey  sow  everywhere,  and  constantly  under  fire,  pressed  forward 
bravely  in  their  work.  AxtiOery  ahd  in£ilitay  vied  with  each  other  in 
striking  the  enemy  <ihe  heavieet  blows.  The  battle  was  now  opened  all 
dong  the  lines,  exiendiiig  fomr  01^  five  miles  from  the  right  to  the  extreme 
left.  The  eaar  was  deafened  by  the  roar  of  nearly  two  bnndred  gims ; 
while  the  dischai^  of  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  rifles,  at  &Bt  in 
distinct  reports  and  volleys,  and  finally  blending  in  one  confiised  aiid  thun- 
dering roll,  mingled  with  the  noise  of  bm^ting  shell  and  the  cry  of  onset, 
whieh  appalled  the  qnrits  even  of  veterans  in  hori*id  War. 

For  Balf  an  hour  the  biftttle  raged  with  tiie  utmost  ferocity  on  both 
fltdes,  without  eatiier  party  giving  the  elightest  indicati<»i  of  yielding. 
Segiments  and  br^pdes  nielted  away  under  thie  stonn  of  bullets  acnd  iren 
hail.  At  the  close  of  the  half  hont*  the  rebels  began  H  falter,  and  gtwe 
way  a  little  beneatii  the  canopy  of  smoke  which  covered  them.  As  'their 
receding  fire^as  maiiifbst,  the  pata-iot  lines  dashed  forward  with  a  eheier. 
The  ftrA  giving  way  was  in  the  fi^mt  of  the  oentre  of  HookeFs  ibrce. 
Geti^riQ  Meade^  with  his  reserve^  pressed  on  in  pursuit.  The  fu^Etives 
sought  the  shelter  of  the  woods,  and  the  victors  hotly  pursued  thclti. 

'^  But  eat  of  l&ese  gloomy  woods  came  'suddenly  and  heavily  terrffole 
volleys — ^voDeys  whicdi  smote,  and  beat,  and  broke,  in  a  itiomwt^  that  ^agt^r 
fiynt,  and  liurled  €bem  swiftly  back  for  balf  the  diiltanbe  ibffj  had  won. 
Hot  swiftly  nor  in  a  panic  any  Anther.  Closing  up  tireir  shattered  fines, 
they  came  slowly  avray — a  regiment  where  a  bri^ule  had  been,  hardly  a 
brigade  where  a  whoSa  divisioi  had  beeh  victorious.  They  had  m^t  at  the 
woods  1he  first  volley  ef  muikiBtry  from  fiiedi  trodps,  and  had  letumed 
them  tiU  their  line  had  yielded  lind  gone  dovrn  beforo  the  w^gbt  of  fire, 
and  till  their  ammunition  was  exhausted.'^  ^ 

There  are  moments  m  the  dread  scenes  of  batiSe^  when  that  Divine 
Power  whidh  watches  over  conflicting  hosts  seeins  to  s^v^ay  th^  mighty  for- 
oes  beneath  His  eonth>l,  by  the  merest  touch  of  His  rod.  In  the  execution 
of  His  pok^poees  of  individhal  or  If  ational  chaatdsement.  He  pimidies  now 
this  side  and  now  that.  Men  call  this  interposition  of  the  Supreme  Mind, 
which  controls  the  destttlies  of  nations  and  individuals  more  easily  than 
c3i^  is  scattered  by  the  wind,  ihejfortune  of  the  hour.  The  rebel  "General 
Wood  rushed  forward  with  fresh  troops  from  Texas,  Georgia,  and  Vir- 
^ia,  to  fin  the  gap  left  in  the  Confederate  line  by  the  retreat  ef  Iaw* 

*  3bw  Ysfk  2HftiMi  Espavk 
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ton's  Division.  But  a  moment  before,  liherebek  were  retreating  in  oonfii- 
sion,  driven  madl^  by  the  onset  of  the  ^patriots.  Now  the  rebels  are  pour- 
ing ont  of  the  woods  and  advancing  through  the  fields  with  jells  of  vic- 
tory, and  the  patriots  are  compelled  to  retire. 

ExK>ker  sends  forward  his  nearest  brigade  to  mJeet  the  oncoming  snirge ; 
bnt  they  break  befere  the  flame  which  was  flashed  in  their  iaoes.  He  ealla 
for  anodier  brigade.  There  is  none  within  reach  whi^  can  be  spared.  There 
is  danger  that  his  centre  will  soon  be  overwhelmed  and  annihilated.  To 
weaken  his  right  is  perilous.  Bnt  ihat  is  his  only  resource  to  prevent  de« 
Btmction.  He  sends  the  peremptoryorder  to  Donbleday :  ^'  Give  me  your 
best  brigade  instantly."  It  is  Harteuff  ?s.  Tlra  order  is  promptly  obeyed. 
Down  the  hill  to  the  right,  at  the  double-quick,  comes  the  brigade.  It  en* 
ters  the  woods  in  front,  and  is  lost  for  a  monfeent,  till  it  emerges  fr<»n  the 
tiiicket,  where  crashing  limbs  of  trees,  and  shot  and  shell,  had  been  falling 
upon  their  heads  like  autumnal  leaves.  Thd  opesk  field  beyocnd,  ploughed 
by  the  enemy's  shot,  was  soon  reached,  where  the  shattered  remnants  of 
three  brigades  were  rushing  past  them  to  the  rear.  The  course  of  these 
veterans,  led  by  their  dauntless  general,  took  them  by  the  spot  where 
General  Hooker  stood.  His  eye  flashed  with  enthusiasm  as  he  beheld 
their  heroic  bearing,  and  he  exclaimed,  ^^  I  think  th^y  will  hdbd  it." 

Pres^g  steadily  across  the  field,  reckless  of  womris  and  death,  they 
ascended  a  hill  and  formed  in  line  upon  its  crest  Every mafei  was  exposed 
to  the  pitiless  storm  from  the  riebel  ranks,  and  yet  not  one  bent  before,  it. 
First  the  patriots  fire  in  volleys,  then  at  will,  but  with  remarkable  rapidity 
and  precision.  It  was  a  subUme  spectacle  as  the  whole  line  stood,  in  .elear 
relief  against  the  sky,  canopied  with  smoke,  and  emitting  inceswoit  AeeiA 
of  flame.  This  heroic  band  was  composed  mainly  of  the  Twelfth  and  Thir-^ 
teenth  Massachusetts.  ^  .       . 

There,  for  half  an  hour,  as  inunovable  as  the  tveesof  the  forest,. they 
held  the  ridge.  The  shot  of  the  foe  cat  laige  gaps  in  thehr  line,  but  no- 
where did  their  line  bend.  Their  general  was  severely  woundeld.  Still 
with  bold  heart  they  fought  on.  No  suppooH;  came  to  their  aid,  their  ammu-' 
nition  was  exhausted ;  still  firmly  they  began  to  press  down  the  hill  upoa 
the  rebels,  and  drove  them  back  the  second  time  into  the  woods.  The 
troops  suffered  severely  in  gaining  this  victory,  but  a  more  gallant  deed 
has  perhaps  never  been  performed  on  battib^eld. 

There  were  critical  moments  in  the  fight.  Sicketts's  Divisioai,  on 
Hooker's  left,  after  making  ineffectual  efforts  to  advance,  had  fallen  back 
exhausted.  Part  of  General  Mansfield's  Corps  had  been  ordered  to  sufyport 
theili,  and  for  a  time  the  two  corps  united  maintedned  tfamr  ground,  until 
General  Mandield*  received  a  moital  wound,  when  the  troops  drew  back 

*  Brigadier-Q^iMral  Jos^h  K.  F.  Kaofldold,  of  the  .reg)ilar,«m7,  was  bom  in  New  Haren^ 
Ocnmectioiit,  Deoember  S2,  1803.  He  graduated  at  West  Pointy  in  1822,  second  in  a  class  of  for^ 
membecs.  Entering  the  Engineer  Corps  as  second  lieute&ant,.he  was  for  a  time  emplojed  in 
planning  fortifications  for  harbor  and  coast  defences.  Fortress  Monroe,  Fort  HamHtcrtt,  and  FoK 
Pcdasid  received  the  benefit  OT  his  sdenftiio  sklA.  During'  the  Utfdcan  war,  h^  wiis  chief  eng^ 
near  under  Qeneral  Taylor.  For  gallantry  in  soTeral  engagements  he  was  rapidly  promoted  to  m 
edonelcy.  In  1853  he  'was  appointed  inspector-general,  which  post  he  held  at  the  breaking  oat 
of  the  Rebellion.    In  1861  he  received  hii  oommtiilen  as  brigtdier-general  in  the  regular  arm/, 


PJlTTIiX    Of    AVTIKTAX.  151 

fiDding  the  enemy  §o  hetmlj  mafised  that  it  was  impoiaible  to  break  their 
lines. 

On  the  r^t,  Donbledaj  had  not  swenred  an  inch  from  his  appointed 
station.  Keeping  his  guns  constantly  at  work,  be  had  finally  silenced  a 
reb^  battery  which  had  for  half  an  hoar  enfiladed,  with  terrible  effect,  our 
oentre«  From  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  xmtQ  nine  o'clock,  four  honrs, 
our  soldiers  were  fighting,  swaying  to  and  fro  over  this  contracted  field,  and 
making  but  little  progress  against  the  enemy.  The  camaee  on  both  sides 
was  fearfol.  There  was  an  important  point,  which  G^ieral  Hooker 
judged  would  prove  the  key  of  the  entire  position.  He  ordered  the  whole 
line  to  advance,  and  rode  himself  in  front  of  the  troc^  His  white  horse 
and  tall  figure  had  all  day  long  attracted  the  special  attention  of  the  rebel 
sharpshooters.  As  he  approached  the  point  of  attack,  a  shower  of  bullets, 
firom  the  covert  of  the  woods^  whistled  around  hun,  striking  down  several 
men  at  his  side,  while  one  ball  passed  entirely  through  his  foot.  Still,  re- 
gardtess  of  his  wound  and  the  pain,  he  retained  his  seat  in  the  saddle  and 
pressed  forward.  There  was  a  rebel  regiment  lurking  in  the  edge  of  the 
woods.  Its  capture  would  secure  our  victory.  Though  suffering  extreme 
pain,  he 'looked  eagerly  around  to  find  some  force  to  chaige  the  bewildered 
foe,  and  exclaimed,  ^^  There  is  a  regiment  to  the  right.  Order  it  forward  1 
Oawford  and  Ooidon  are  c(Hmng  up.  TeU  them  to  carry  those  woods 
and  hold  them,  and  it  is  our  fight." 

^^  I  could  not,"  writes  an  eye-witness,*  ^^  help  seeing  the  sagacity  and 
promptness  of  his  movements,  how  completely  his  troops  were  kept  in 
hand,  how  devotedly  they  trusted  him,  how  keen  was  his  insight  into  tlie 
battle,  how  every  opportunity  was  seii^  and  every  reverse  was  checked 
and  turned  into  another  success." 

The  anguish  of  his  wound  rendered  it  now  necessary  for  him  to  retire. 
Fortunately,  General  Sumner,  who  had  been  ordered  to  his  support,  at  that 
masDBnt  arrived  and  assumed  the  command.  Of  his  tluree  divisions,  Sedg- 
wick advanced  on  the  right,  French  near  the  centre,  and  Bichardson  on 
the  left.  Sumner  advanced  rapidly  through  the  woods  to  the  point  where 
Gordon  and  Crawford  were  bidding  their  ground  against  a  terrible  fire  of 
the  rebels. 

^^  The  veteran  general  was  riding  along  in  the  forest,  far  ahead  of  his 
brigade,  his  hat  off,  his  gray  hair  and  beard  and  moustache  strangely  con- 
trasting with  the  fire  in  his  eye  and  his  martial  air,  as  he  hurried  to  where 
the  bullets  were  lliiekest." 

Sedgwick's  Division  was  in  front.  To  support  Orawfi)rd  and  Gkxrdon 
he  nrast  emerge  from  the  woods  and  cross  an  open  cornfield,  exposed  to  a 
merciless  fire.  Deploying  Ins  columns  into  line,  he  sweeps  over  the  field. 
But  the  rebels  were  by  this  time  strongly  reenforced.  A  part  of  Ins  line 
broke  on  the  left.    Crawford  heavily  crowded,  broke  on  the  right    His 

and  WM  pluMd  in  oommtnd  of  Waahiagtoa  and  et  ib»  DeptftmeDt  of  Tiiginia.     During  Pc^'s 
csmpaigUi  and  in  the  aeoond  hatUe-of  BuU  Run,  he  waa  in  actlTe  aervioe.    At  hia  own  requeati 
after  the  invaaion  of  Maryland,  he  was  ordered  to  report  to  Qeneral  McClellan,  and  waa  aaaigned 
to  the  command  of  the  corpa  whioh  had  been  under  Ifi^jof-General  Bai^a. 
*  Qaorge  W.  SmaUej,  oorreqKttdDnt  of  the  2fcw  York  TrUnma^ 


portion  into  disorder.  The  officers  made  the  most  gallant  efforts  to  tiily 
their  men.  Getoeral  Sedgwick,  though  i^^cmnded  fn  the  shouMcflr/the  leg, 
tod  the  wrist,  and  having  had  his  hotsci  sh6t  imde^  hi^,  BtiU  i^ettiained  i^ 
flie  field.  His  adjnttot,  Maj<rt»  Sedg\tick,  tratt  shot  tttfoi^li  tiie  body. 
Li^teriant  Howe,  of  his  staff^  endeavored  to  tsUy  the  disordered  portion 
^f  tib*  ti^oops,  hnt  thiey  Were  too  sevefr^y  ^nt  tip  to  stand. 

Half  of  the  officeni  of  the  84th  New  YoA  Were  disabled ;  A^ir  colorH 
Were  shot  to  frfebe* ;  every  one  of  thfeir  <k)l(^gntd^d  Wounded,^  and  but  a 
handftil  of'  men  left.  Only  thirty-four  of  tiie  whole  regiment  could  b6 
brought  togefli^  after  the  %ht.  lie  Fifteenth  Mftasafehiisetts  went  into  thd 
battle  with  seventeen  officers  iind  sf  1  hutidiied  mto.  They  cataie  out  with 
nittte  (^c^fs  and  one  hundred  and  tihirty-four  mc?n.  All  the  efforts  of 
fioward  and  Sumner  w^e  unavailfog  to  reorganize  iSie  feroops  or  to  check 
the  imp^tuotiB  advance  of  the  foe.  Our  i^opd  Wfere  withdrawn  to  the  i^ar, 
tod  again  the  trampled  c^rttfield,  §tPevnlk  with  euir  dead  and  dying,  was  in 
the  hands  of  the  labels,  'theit  fdrther  adttooe  Waa,  however,  dtecked  by 
the  well-directed  fite  of  our  artillety . 

It  was  one  o^dock.  The  prcfepefct  look^  glodmy.  Hooker  was  oiarried 
h^oin  the  6eM  wounded ;  his  cOrps  gi*eady  ^^diati^ted ;  the  ammunition  of 
flteveral  <^  the  batteries  was  ex{>ended,  and  they  had  be^  eotnpelled  tor 
retire.  All  that  had  been  gained  had  been  lost.  We  eould  now  only 
iiope  to  hiild  oist  oWi!i.  Actvtoce  was  IrtipoMible.  At  this  crisis  Franklin 
Uppeat^d  with  freteh  troops,  and  ftttned  sublimely  on  the  left.  General 
Smith,  with  his  Maine  tod  Y^li^ent  troops,  vr^  ordered  to  retake  the 
eomfietd.  Magmfidently  it  was  done.  His  ti^oops,  on  the  donble-quick^ 
swept  the  field  like  a  cloud-shadow,  penetirated  the!  forest,  dnd  in  ten 
niinuted  had  gained  them  b6th.  So  midden  kte  the  changes  in  tiie  kaleido- 
scope of  batde.  KoW  ibf  a  adn^  ctf  tionrs  there  wal^  a  dlfght  luQ  in  ^dii 
tempest  of  defith-^-'dKough  l&e  limh^ed^  ef  ai-tillery  Wete  inoetently  echo^ 
ing  ovc^  ttre  Mlk. 

I>ariiig  all  thede  honn  df  In^etei^t  cartiag^  on  the  right,  there  hid  been 
a  i^mtinusd  &tmderlng  of  baitterieft  on  tlie  e^tre,  niinglhig  With  ^e  sound 
of  more  distant  artillery  on  the  left.  This  plainly  indicated  that  the  great 
battle  wa^  raging  klong  the  Whdle  foie.  The  Wfnth  OotpB,  nhder  Bnmside, 
was  posted  on  a  ridge  just  east  of  the  Antietltm  IQvet,  nnttA  esUended  sduth^ 
ferly  from  opposite  the  stone  bridge  to  one-tfiita  of  a  tnile  b^bW;  The  i^beU 
had  gathered  in  great  strength  to  defend  the  passage  of  ttiis  bridge,  and  had 
Wrongly  ft)rtifled  the  bahkb  on  the  western  side  of  the  Ma'eam.  At  nine 
b'clock  in  the  morning,  Oenettd  Butnside  led  forward  his  troop*  to  ^to&A 
rile  bridge.  It  Was  to  attempt  befote  wMdi  the  boldei^  hearts  weU  migWl 
lijuaiL 

TheMevWrtJi  06nnectlcnt  Inftotry,  abt^Ve  tod  Vetel-an  tegittient.  Colonel 
Kingsbury  commanding,  was  detailed  to  lead  the  attack.  They  were  first 
to  deploy  hs  skirmished  and  drive  thi  rebelfl  from  tti6  heitd  of  the  l«4dge. 
They  were  to  be  followed  by  Crook's  Brigade  in  front  and  Sturgis's  Division 
in  reserve,  who  were  to  rush  across  the  bridge  and  d^loy  to  the  right  and 
left  on  the  opposite  banks.    They  were  then  to  <lrive  Ae  reb^  oret  the 
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kfltvid  ^ory  ite  oraBt.  Bodmtn's  Bivision  wu  to  qvom  at  the  ferd^  cfilnj 
Ae  opporite  lleightk»,  and  jam  tbe  IbnioB  cfoiihig  iit  ike  bridget 

The  Elfrraith  Coiineiiticiit  pfomptlj  adipaaced  oa  the  eoAmj^B  mttpoM^ 
irldle  the  baAterieB  in  the  rear  Yedooblad  their  fire  Hpon  the  rebels  guard* 
ing  the  bridge*  Qrook's  Bi%ada  waa,  fev  a  ittoitieiit,  stagigered  by  th^ 
mutdaraoB  &9  with  whieh  it  was  aasaile<L  Stwrgifl'a  Divisien,  presamg  by, 
took  the  periloaa  preeedenee^  The  Second  HarylaiDd  and  the  Sixth  'Sm^i 
fiampshire  chafed  upoii  the  bridge  at  the  douhle^nidL.  Bat  ik)  mortal 
ttdnranee  oecdd  bear  up  nsder  tii0  fire  whieh  assailed  thenL  Tbey 
ikllered,  halted^  rottested  in  eouliHioiu  Again,  aad  yet  agaiii^  they  sapde 
tbo  attempt,  wkh  a  dmikor  Yeaalli.  Exhaitst^,  bleedings,  and  with  the 
gitnind  atrewn  with  their  dead,  &ey  were  withdraw*  from  the  field* 

Fresh  troepa  were  1»ooght  fi>rward.  The  Fifty-firatKew  York  and  the 
F^Hfirst  PemiaylvaBia  were  nowto  easay  the  difficult  taak.  By  this  time 
Colonel  Crook  had  got  a  battery  in  position  to  sweep  the  farther  end  of  the 
kridge.  With  this  aid  the  two  new  regimentB  p^n^ed  lerward  ia  a&  enthu- 
liadtic  chai^  t^uofa  put  ta  flight  aU  opposition,  and  at  one  o'clock  the 
Stars  and  Str^peg  floated  prondJy  en  tiae  oppeatte  banks.  The  brav^ 
CUoDel  Kingabdry,  of  the  Coonectieat  ElereBth,  was  shot  while  cheering 
Us  reglmcmt  in  eromAg  the  bidc^  The  yiotxirs  deployed  to  the  rig^ 
«ad  kft,  and  with  endtont  oheers  pianted  their  banners  and  their  baltteriea 
oathe  arestt)ftfaebilL 

Bodman's  DiviBioii,  in  the  mean  time,  effeoted  a  crossing  at  the  ferd; 
md  forming  in  line  npon  tiie  Uufi^  dnviag  the  enemy  before  them,  planted 
ftdr  beitteries  on  an  eminence  whieh  ^omnMmded  the  ford.  Then  forming 
m  colnnm,  they  marched  along  the  Usff  and  joined  their  comrades  whe 
had  so  heroidy  foreed  the  passage  of  the  bridge.  During  the  march  diey 
Mffered  much  frona  one  of  the  batileories  of  the  rd»k,  which  s^ept  their 
faliks  with  v^ry  jaoenvate  aimu 

It  is  interesting  to  ^iew  the  engagement  on  the  left,  as  piottoedfrom 
fte  enemy's  elenrated  position,  by  a  cerrei^oodent  of  the  Chari€Bton.(S.O.) 

^  ColumBB  of  the  enemy  conid  be  distinctly  seen  serosa  the  Antietam  on 
the  open  gioimd  beyond,  movii^  as  if  in  prqperation  to  adyahce.  Others 
were  so  fiur  in  the  distaaed  that  otia  oonld  recognize  them  as  troops  only  by 
the  sunlight  that  gleamed  upon  their  arms,  while  eonsidelrafble  numbers  were 
witiiin  eamian-fihot^  d^fianily  flaunting  their  flags  in  our  faoea.  At  twelve 
o^dbok  the  seeira  &om  the  apex  otf  the  tnmjnke  was  traly  nlagnificent,  and 
the  ejre  embraced  «  pietare  B«ch  as  fails  to  the  lot  ^  few  msa  to  look  upon 
intUsage* 

^^  From  twenty  different stand-pointa  .gneat  velmnes  of  sm<^  iv^ereevery 
i&stanfc  leaping  from  the  mnzales  of  vagrf  gtms.  The  air  was  filled^  with 
Ae  white  fimtastic  shapes  that  floflted  away  from  busted'  sheUs.  Men 
Wope  leaEfang  to  and  frey  loiadiBg,  firings  aild  haiidling  tite  artfllety,  and 
now  «ttd  then  a  hearty  ydl  wonld  veadh  tira  ear,  amid  the  tnmnlt,  thAt 
ipoke  of  death  w  disaster  from  seme  wiBH4dmii9d  ball*  Before  ns  ware  th^ 
taemy.  A  regiment  or  two  had  crossed  ih»  xiyery  asid  mnnil^  in  squads 
from  the  Weeds  along  its  bank%  were  trying  to  ferin  a  linsb    Snddenlj  a 
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shell  fjills  among  them,  and  another  and  anoflier,  until  the  thouaandt 
scatter  like  a  swarm  of  flies,  and  difliq>pear  in  the  woods.    A  second  timo 
the  efEbrt  is  madc^  and  there  is  a  second  fSedhire*    TK^  there  is  a  diversion. 
The  batteries  of  the  Federals  open  afresh.;  then  infantry  tij  another  point, 
and  finaUj  they  succeed  in  effecting  a  lodgment  cm  this  side.    Our  troops 
under  D.  H.  Hill  meet  them,  and  a  fierce  battle  ensaes  in  the  centre. 
BftokwM^i,  forward,  surging  and  swaymg  like  a  diip  in  a  Btorm,  the 
▼ariouB  columns  are  seen  in  motion.    It  is  a  hot  place  for  ns,  but  is  hotter 
still  for  the  enemy.     They  are  directly  under  our  guns,  and  we  mow  theoi. 
down  like  grass.    The  raw  levies,  sustained  by  the  veterans  behind,  con^ 
up  to  the  work  well,  and  fight  for  a  short  time  witli  an  excitement  inci- 
dent to  their  novel  experiences  of  a  battle ;  but  soon  a  portion  of  their  line 
gives  way  in  confiosien.     Their  reserves  come  up,  and  endeavor  to  retrieve 
the  foortunes  of  the  day.     Our  centre,  however,  stands. as  firm  as  adamant^ 
and  they  fall  back." 

From  one  to  three  o'dock,  over  ihe  entire  battle-field^  there  was  an 
intervsd  of  comparative  quiet,  but  it  was  only  a  lull  in  the  tempest  of  war. 
It  succeeded  the  terrific  explosions  of  the  artillery  on  this  centre  of  the 
National  line,  where  from  edeven  to  one  o'clock  a  demonstration  had  been 
made  on  the  enemy  by  all  the  batteries,  in  order  to  attract  his  attention 
from  the  movement  of  our  left.    A  battery  was  boldly  pushed  forward  across 
the  bridge  half  a  mile,  immediately  in  front  of  the  rebel  centre,  and  for  an 
hour  or  two  held  its  position  with  great  fortitude  and  success.     Our  artil- 
lery was  replied  to  with  equal  spirit  by  die  rebels,  who  in  force,  under 
General  D.  H.  Hill,  were  prepared  to  resist  every  advance  of  infieurtry.    A 
scene  of  mingled  horror  and  grandeur  was  presented  in  this  battle  of 
eannon,  whose  brazen  mouths  spoke  in  tones  of  defiance  and  exultation, 
to  which  the  dieers  of  thot»ands  and  tens.<of  thousands  of  infantry  on 
right  and  left  were  as  the  faintest  cries  of  children  in  the  howliBg  of  a 
Btorm.    A  hail  of  Ibarfnl  missiles,  of  balls  and  bursting  diella,  were  crash- 
ing tibrough  the  treea,  and  ploughing  up  the  ground,  or  fidling  with  mur* 
derous  effect  among  the  men  lying  flat  upon  their  fitces  in  regiments  and 
brigades  to  escape  tiiem.    This  terrific  battle  of  artiUery,  in  which  lEiearly 
two  hundred  guns  were  engaged,  continued  in  its  intensity  for  about'  two 
hours,  till  ammunitioil  failed  on  both  sides,  and  battafy  after  battery  was 
sent  to  the  rear  exhausted. 

The  fields  on  which  the  different  portions  of  the  IJnkm  army  wexe  oour 
tending  were  hidden  from  each  other  by  intervening  woods,  hilla,  and 
ravines^  so  that  the  right  and  left  wings,  s^arated  by  miles  of  In^ken 
land,  could  neither  be  stimulated  nor  disheartened  by  the  snooesaes  or 
reverses  of  the  oth^.  But  frt>m  the  commanding  hill  on  the  left  bank  of 
tile  Antietam,  where  General  McOlellan's  head-qHarters  weie  establiahed) 
the  whole  seene  wm  bmught  und^  his  anxious  eye.  In  many  iiuitanoes 
the  entire  movements'  of  the  dark  columns,  advancing  over  the  green  hiU^ 
rides  to  the  charge^  and  then  the  effect  of  victory  widi  its  advrancing 
banners^  or  of  repulse  in  the  broken  or  scattering  forces,  were  plaix^y 
irisible  to  the  oonrnmnding  genial  and  his  stafil  From  the  signal 
stations,  too,  on  still  higher  eminences  neair  the  Blue  Sidge,  the  move* 
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ffiento  of  the  enemy's  fbrees  towards  dSSereni  points,  either  na  reenforc^ 
BMfnts  or  attacking  parties,  were  dosel j  iratched  through  powerful  fields 
glasses,  and  often  reported  in  time  to  liable  the  officers,  whose  oommands 
were  endangered,  to  make  preparaticm  to  receive  them  with  shot  and  shell 
mr  at  the  points  of  glittering  bajcmets. 

l%e  heayj  work  of  the  morning  had  been  accomplished  with  great  lose. 
Bat  groxmd  for  further  operations  had  been  obtained  in  the  strug^e^ 
There  was  as  yet  no  decisive  defeat  of  the  enemy.  From  their  advantages 
of  {Position  omi'  losses,  so  &r,  bad  been  heavier  than  theirs.  There  had 
bem  little  concert  of  actkm  among  the  -different  divisions  of  the  Union 
army.  Consequently  diere  were  no  overpowering  numbers  at  hand  to  fSUl 
trimnphantly  on  any  considerable  portion  of  the  hostile  rebel  line,  and 
either  annifailate  them  or  crowd  them  back  in  confnsic^  on  the  oentr^« 
At  three  o^clock,  p.  h.,  the  state  of  the  battle,  therefore,  demanded  a  vig* 
orons  and  decisive  attack  of  our  advance.  Orders  to  this  efSsct  were  given 
by  McCl^an  to  bot^  right  and  left  at  about  the  same  time. 

Franklin,  on  l^e  right,  was  ordered  to  caorry  the  woods  next  in  front  of 
him,  still  in  possession  of  the  enemy.  Before  it  conld  be  fulfilled,  G^eneral 
Sumner  sent  back  word  thai  if  Franklin  were  r^nlsed,  there  was  great 
danger  that  the  right  would  again  be  foroed  back,  since  his  own  corps  were 
not  sufficiently  reorganised  to  act  as  a  reserve.  Franklin's  grand  advaaoa 
of  in&ntry  was  therefore  in  effect  conntennanded,  since  he  was  ord^^  to 
avoid  1^  risks  of  defeat.  Puehing  forward  his  batteries,  however,  with 
heavy  supports  of  infttntry,  he  briskly  engaged  the  enemy's  guns,  and 
eecnpied  his  attention  while  the  deeply  important  advance  of  Bumside 
was  in  progress. 

To  this  brave  general  was  oommitted  ihe  task  of  deciding,  for  tha 
Union  or  Kebellion,  one  of  the  greiatest  battles  of  the  war.  He  had  fof 
this  pmrpose  a  corps  of  only  sixteen  thousand  troops,  diminished  and 
fatigued  by  the  hot  work  of  the  forenoon.  His  efEaetive  force  did  not 
now  prohebly  exceed  fourteen  *  tfaoEusand,  too  few  for  the  critical  action 
assigned  to  hdm.  ButGkneral  Burtiside  obeyed  the  order  with  greait 
gallantry.  Having  sent  some  of  his*  artillery  in  feont,  .the  corps  agaan 
pushed  forwards  WHooic'b  Division,  sapported  by  Crook's  Brigade  on  .tba 
right,  moved  towards  Bharpsburg,  whidi  was  one  mile  distant  Their 
course  lay  over  the  summit  of  a  hill,  through  a  series-  of  laughed  fields 
and  ravines.  Most  of  the  way  they  were  exposed  to  the  fire  from  a  ifemi- 
drenlar  ridge  in  front,  trom  whidi,  by  thdbr  aoonmulating  batteries,  tha 
enemy  commanded  nearly  the  whole  line.  -  On  the  left,  -Gmeral  Bocbnan 
and  Ookmel  Seammon,  of  the  Kanawha  Division,  pushed  forward,  fromi 
fbe  baee  of  the  hill  lip  to  its  smnmit,  directly;  in  front  of  a  heavy  foree  of 
artSIery  and  infantry.  ... 

The  whcto  line  pressed  ferward  with  greait  eoxthwiasm,  and  in  perfect 
order.  Franklin,  on  the  other  side,  was  sending  forward  his  batteries,  and 
the  armies  seemed  onoe  more  to  be  rushing  on  to  cruel  battle.  Bumside's 
mavetnent'was  in  plain  view  of  McOfeUan's  position. 

An  eye^witneto  writes:  ^' The  fight  in  tiie  ravine  was  in  full  progresfl^ 
die  batteries  in  the  centre  were  firing  with  new  vigor,  Franklin  biasing 
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ttwaj  on  the  rigHt,  and  evety  liffl^op;  ri%^  and  woOdfl,  aleng  the  whale 
line,  was  crested  and  veiled  with  white  donds  of  epiok^  AH  daj  had 
been  clear  and  bright  fiance  the  early  elondjr  monuog,  and  ilow'  this  whole 
magnificent,  unequalled  ecezie,  shone  with  the  sj^l^idor  ci  an  aftaraeeR 
September  sun.  Four  miles  of  battle,  its  ^17  all  visible,  its  hectors  sSL 
hidden,  the  &ite  of  the  Bepublic  hinging  on  the  houi^— could  any  MA  be 
insensible  of  its  grandeur  f ' 

The  Union  troops,  on  the  right  of  Bnmaid^s  line,  pressed  on,  vic- 
toriously driving  the  rebd  inluoftry  alid  batteries  before  them,  till  they 
nearly  reached  Sharp^ntg.    The  left,  under  Greneval  Rodman  and  Colonel 
8eamm<m,  tboi^  greatly  exposed  to  aa  exceedin^y  heavy  &re  from  the 
tebel  guns,  which  were  most  advsntageouriy  posted,  finally  dveT|K)wer6d 
the  foe.     The  rebels  were  compelled  to  retire  before  the  b^yone^  whicb 
was  frequency  and  always  succei^afdlly  used  by  our  gallant  s6ldii^  un- 
dismayed by  the  terrible  harr6c  which  tiie  artillery  was  nialdng  amoi^ 
them.    Some  of  our  troops  were  liew  volmlteer  reginumts,  whi<$h  had  not 
beeh  in  iike  service  three  months.     They,  however,  displayed  WonderM 
eourage  and  efllcitocy.     It  is  nbt  surprismg  that  they  ehotdd  sonH>* 
times  have  been  cohfoysed  by  the  gaiHng  fire  of  the  toetny,  especially 
when  thrown  far'  in  advance!,  and  led  into  a  trap  by  a  dishonorable 
itratagem  of  the  rebels.    Such  a  disaster  happened  at  this  time  to  the 
Sixteenth  Oouneoticut^  of  (General  Harland*B  Brigade,  all  of  whose  troops, 
Wiikh  the  Fourth  Bbode  Isliind,  displayed  Unwonted  fortitude  in  their 
trying  positfon.    The  Sikteenth>  was  in  a  tavime,  between  the  hill  which 
had  be^  taken  by  the  charge  cif  Colotel  Eairchild's  Brigade,  a&d  another 
hill,  a  little  farther  beyond,  which  was  planted  with  com.     The  Q»i- 
necticut  troops  lyad  pi^ed  feHir«td  close  to  the  cotu,  where  they  eaw  the 
Starb  and  Stripes  waving,  raised  as  a  decoy  by  the  rebels  swamtii^  th^rei 
Suddenly  the  rebels  sprang  up  from  their  treadterovs  ambtuteade^  and 
{Kmrbd  a  staggerii^  vdley,  at  dose  !range,  up5n  the  youtg  tlx)6pa.     It 
was  too  terrible  a  surprise  forineiqperienced  men  to  meet.    They  broke  in 
disorder,  crowding  upon  the  Fourth  Rhode  Island,  who  were  eotnii^  up 
en  their  left,  and  who;  soon  afterwards,  through  the  sami3  sttatc^g^n,  lo^ 
their  color-beak'^.    He  hdd  carried  theik*  standard  to  within  twenty  feet 
of  the  tiieachepouB  foe.    Two  lieutenants,  "^ho  had  volunteered  to  accc^oft* 
pany  the  colors,  rescued  then!  firom  citpture. 

Among  the  l»»ve  young  i^Seers  in  this  terrible  fight  was  Lieutenant 
U^nrin  Wait,  of  Norwich^  Oonneotioot.  In  1861,  thou^  but  eighteen 
years  <^  age,  his  ^whole  soul  was  imised  by  the  ibsults  i^on  ear  ftag,  axid 
leaving  ooU^ge,  heienUsted  Ieis  a  prfrate  ih  the  Eighili  Oonneictioftt. .  Sis 
soldierly  qualities  .soon  gained  him  promotion  uhder  General  BtmMud^  ad 
Hoanoke  Island.  He  was  attached  to  the  ^^  Signal  Corpa ''  at  the  buttle  of 
Fort  Madoh,  and,  with  lieutenant  Andlwws,  so  guided^  by  rignwTe^  4he  fire 
efomr  gons,  as  to  com][>el  €he  foil  ef  the  fort,  receiving  ti^  thanka  ef 
OeSMral  Parke  and  k  battle-fiag^  for  aterilorioiis  conduct. 

Belonging  to  the  Ninth  ^spa,  ho'came  nerth  with  General  Bwrneidfii 
Md  fought  heroically  at  Antietam.  He  was  womided  lliree  tuvxes  b^ore 
he  left  Ids  command,  'viz.,  in  die  'Sword  arm,  the  bone  being  shcuttesed,  in 
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tibe  leg,  «nd  is  the  abdomen,  and  he  enty  retired  when  he  was  tmahle  to 
fltond.  He  reeeiyed  his  fourth  and  mortal  wtmnd  while  being  carried  to 
tbe  rear.  One  who  saw  lum  in  the  %ht  flays  r  ^'  The  manlj,  heroic,  deter- 
uined  &e  of  his  eye,  and  the  battle  smile  of  loyalty  which  rested  on  hk 
i^e,  told  how  snblime  was  Ins  purpose,  how  great  was  his  devotion  to  hia 
eoontiy.  He  understood  the  principles  for  which  he  fought ;  he  counted 
tiie  cost  before  he  enlisted  in  the  ser\  iee,  and  noUy  he  stood  for  the  right. 
Oeoeious  in  heart,  nnselfish  in  patriotism,  truly  heroic,  few  young  men 
have  laid  more  on  the  country's  altar  than  did  Lieutenant  Wait'^ 

Popular  with  both  offieers  and  men,  with  a  mind  of  unusual  culture 
ibr  one  so  young,  endeared  to  Mends  by  all  that  was  winning  and  lovely, 
k  was  no  oommon  loss  to  the  service,  to  the  country  and  friends,  when 
tke  rebel  bullet  laid  him  low. 

According  to  the  rep<Mrts  of  the  Charleston  Qyarier  correspondent,  the 
lebels  were  less  than  six  tliousand  strong  on  their  right,  when  Bumside 
made  his  attack,  and  they  could  not  have  escaped  irretrievable  defeat, 
bad  it  not  been  for  their  artillery,  which  was  so  admirably  planted  and 
handled  under  the  command  of  Major  Gumett.  Just  at  the  time  that 
Bamside'e  last  advance  was  made,  the  rebel  General  A.  P.  Hill  ap- 
proached with  the  rest  of  the  troops,  left  by  "  Stonewall  '^  Jackson  at 
Harper's  Ferry.  His  timely  arrival  was  the  salvation  of  the  riebels. 
Forming  on  their  right,  his  columns  were  soon  seen  marching  over  the 
fields  to  reenforoe  their  comrades,  who  had  fought  heroically,  despite 
their  reverses.  The  rebels  were  concentrating,  from  all  directions,  on 
our  left.  While  their  fresh  brigades  were  advancing  in  long,  dark  lines 
upon  the  patriot  troops,  their  batteries  were  also  accumulating  upon  the 
semicircular  ridge  above  them,  and  laying  low  many  a  brave  soldier, 
by  a  sharp  cross-fire. 

To  meet  the  movement  of  the  rebel  forces,  the  Union  left  was  obliged 
to  diverge  from  its  course  towards  Sharpsburg,  leaving  a  gap  between 
itself  and  the  right,  which  it  was  necessary  to  fill  up  with  the  troops  of 
tbe  second  line.  Sturgis  had  been  ordered  up  with  his  reserves  from  the 
bridge,  and  the  ^ole  united  body  was  now  engaged.  Still,  the  numbers 
of  the  enemy  continued  to  increase,  and  having  checked  the  advanoe 
of  our  forces,  they  endeavored,  by  their  overwhelming  masses,  to  retrieve 
the  lost  ground.  General  Bodman,  while  forming  his  troops  to  meet  the 
rebel  rednforcements,  which  were  seen  to  be  rapidly  approaching,  fell, 
sorely  wounded  in  the  diest.* 

^  Brig«dier-(}eoerml  Isaac  P.  Bodman  wlis  a  citizen  soldier.  Immediately  upon  the  breaking 
ODt  of  the  reboot},  he  left  t^e  quiet  pursoits  of  business,  and  volunteered  for  the  defence  of  the 
Qovemmeoi.  He  entered  the  senrioe  as  captain  in  one  of  the  regiments  of  his  native  State  of 
Rhode  Island.  His  soldierly  qualities  gained  for  him  quick  promotion,  and  he  led  his  regiment, 
as  colonel,  in  Genoral  Burnside's  North  Carolina  expedition.  At  Roanoke  and  Newbern  he  won 
hi^^  commendation.  For  these  services  he  was  made  brigadSer-gienenJ.  With  failing  health,  ho 
was  wtoetted  by  General  Bnmside  to  take  a  fhrlough.  This  he  did  with  reluctance,  retumiug  to 
the  army  long  before  his  furlough  had  expired.  At  South  Mountain  he  escaped  unharmed.  At 
AntSetam,  while  at  the  heaci  of  his  division,  and  performing  the  part  of  a  mi^'or-general,  a  bullet 
pteroed  his  breast,  and  he  was  ^tarried  to  a  house  m  the  rear.  There,  after  the  lapse  of  thirteen 
^ys,  he  died.  His  remains  were  buried  at  his  native  place,  South  Kingston,  with  the  h|ghe(# 
konon    Ho  s^m  movrnd  as  a  Christian  warxto,  and  as  one  of  the  porest  and  best  of  men. 
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The  extreme  left  being  thrown  into  confiiBion  by  the  Iobb  of  their 
leader^  Colonel  Harland'e  Brigade  was  forced  to  fall  back,  after  terrible 
loss.  To  press  forward  to  Sharpsburg,  on  the  right,  in  face  of  so  lurge 
a  force,  would  endanga:^  the  whole  line,  unless  ,reenforoements  were 
speedily  sent  forward.  Thej  were  again  and  again  demanded  by  Gen- 
eral Bumside  for  his  exhausted  and  now  imperilled  troops.  Failing  to 
obtain  any,  a  further  advance  was  not  to  be  thought  of,  cuid  the  order 
was  given  for  the  whole  line  to  £gJ1  back  a  little  to  the  rear,  to  the  cover 
of  the  hill  taken  earlier  in  the  afternoon. 

The  brave  soldiers,  with  mournful  hearts,  retired  from  the  fields  they 
had  won  at  such  a  fearful  sac^rifice.  Ko  pen  can  do  j\istice  to  their  herdc 
endurance  and  courage  under  the  terrible  ordeal  to  which  they  were 
exposed,  while  holding  their  advanced  positions,  under  a  constantly  in- 
creasing fire  of  infantry  and  artillery.  We  cannot  better  describe  the 
magnificent  and  intensely  exciting  scene  which  the  battle-field  on  the 
left  presented,  during  those  critical  hours,  to  an  eye-witness  firom.McOel- 
lan's  headrquarters,  than  in  the  graphic  words  of  Mr.  George  W.Smalley, 
the  Nmo  York  Tribune  correspondent,  whom  we  have  several  times  quoted. 

"  The  hill  was  carried,  but  could  it  be  held  ?  The  rebel  columns,  be- 
fore seen  moving  to  the  left,  increased  their  pace.  The  guns  on  the  hill 
above  send  an  angry  tempest  of  shell  down  among  Bumside's  guns  and  men. 
He  has  formed  his  colunms,  apparently  in  the  near  angles  of  two  fields, 
bordering  the  road — high  ground  about  them  everywhere,  except  in  rear. 

"  In  another  moment  a  rebel  battle  line  appears  on  the  brow  of  the 
ridge  above  them,  moves  swiftly  down,  in  the  most  perfe<it  order,  and, 
though  met  by  incessant  discharges  of  musketry,  of  which  we  plainly 
see  the  fiashes,  does  not  fire  a  gun.  White  spaces  show  where  men  are 
falling,  but  they  close  up  instantly,  and  still  the  line  advances.  The 
brigades  of  Burnside  are  in  heavy  column;  they  will  not  give  way  before 
a  bayone^charge  in  line,  and  the  rebels  think  twice  before  they  dash  into 
those  hostile  masses. 

^^  There  is  a  halt ;  the  rebel  left  gives  way  and  scatters  over  the  field ; 
the  rest  stand  fast  and  fire.  More  inftuitry  comes  up ;  Bomside  is  out- 
numbered, flanked,  compelled  to  yield  the  hill  he  took  so  bravely.  His 
position  is  no  longer  one  of  attack ;  he  defends  himself  with  unfaltering 
firmness,  but  he  sends  to  McClellan  for  help. 

^'McClellan's  glass,  for  the  last  half  hour,  has  seldom  been  turned 
away  from  the  left.  He  sees  clearly  enough  that  Bum^de  is  preased — 
needs  no  messenger  to  teU  him  that.  His  face  grows  darker  with  anxious 
thought  Looking  down  into  the  valley,  where  fifteen  thousand  troops 
are  lying,  he  turns  a  half-questioning  look  on  Fitz-John  Porter,  who 
stands  by  his  side,  gravely  scanning  the  field.  They  are  Porter's  troops 
below ;  are  iVesb,  and  only  impatient  to  share  in  tUs  fight.  But  Porter 
slowly  shakes  his  head,  and  one  may  believe  that  the  same  thought  is 
passing  through  the  minds  of  both  generals.  *  They  are  the  only  reserves 
of  the  army ;  they  cannot  be  spared.' 
^  "  McClellan  remounts  his  horse,  and  with  Porter  and  a  dozen  officers 
of  his  staff,  rides  away  to  the  left,  in  Bumside's  direction.    Sykes  meets 
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ibem  on  the  road ;  a  good  soldier,  whofle  oj^nion  is  worih  taking.  The 
three  generals  talk  hrieflj  together.  It  is  easy  to  see  that  the  moment 
has  come  when  every  thing  may  turn  on  one  order,  given  or  withheld, 
when  the  history  of  the  battle  is  only  to  be  written  in  thoughts,  and  pur- 
poses, and  words  of  the  general. 

"Bnmside's  messenger  rides  np.  His  message  is:  ^I  want  troops 
and  guns.  If  you  do  not  send  them,  I  cannot  hold  my  position  half  an 
hour.'  McClellan's  only  answer  for  the  moment  is  a  glance  at  the  west- 
em  sky.  Then  he  turns  and  speaks  very  slowly :  ^  Tell  General  Bum- 
eide  this  is  the  battle  of  the  war.  He  must  hold  his  ground  till  dark  at 
any  cost.  I  will  send  him  Miller's  Battery.  I  can  do  nothing  xaote.  I 
have  no  infantry.*  Then,  as  the  messenger  was  riding  away,  he  called 
him  back.  ^  Tell  him  if  he  cannot  hold  his  ground,  then  the  bridge,  to 
the  last  man !  always  the  bridge  I    If  the  bridge  is  lost,  all  is  lost.' 

"  The  sun  is  already  down ;  not  half  an  hour  of  daylight  is  left. 
Till  Burnside's  message  came  it  had  seemed  plain  to  every  one  that  the 
battle  could  not  be  finished  to-day.  None  suspected  how  near  was  the 
peril  of  defeat,  of  sudden  attack  on  exhausted  forces — ^how  vital  to  the 
safety  of  the  army  and  the  nation  were  those  fifteen  thousand  waiting 
troops  of  Fitz- John  Porter  in  the  hollow.  But  the  rebels  halted  instead 
of  pushing  on ;  their  vindictive  cannonade  died  away  as  the  light  faded« 
Before  it  was  quite  dark  the  battle  was  over.  Only  a  solitary  gun  of 
Burnside's  thundered  against  the  enemy,  and  presently,  tiiis  also  ceased, 
and  the  field  was  still." 

How  awful  was  the  silence  of  the  deepening  night  which  now  reigned 
over  mountain,  hill-side,  and  valley,  and  over  the  trampled  fields,  whose 
walls  of  forest,  rock,  and  blood-stained  turf  had  trembled  vnth  the  deafening 
reverberations  of  nearly  two  hundred  cannon  and  one  himdred  and  seventy- 
five  thousand  rifles,  firom  sunrise  till  dark  I  Fifteen  hours  of  mortal  strife, 
in  which  were  wrought  acts  of  courage  and  sacrifice  that  made  heroes  of 
men  whose  souls  had  never  before  risen  to  the  appreciation  of  deeds  of 
such  lofty  empire.  There  is  something  in  the  sublimity  of  this  terrible 
conflict  for  all  that  nations  and  individuals  hold  dear — the  triumph  of  lib- 
erty and  righteous  law,  which  leaves  a  stamp  of  nobility  upon  those  whose 
privilege  it  was  to  share  in  this  holy  war. 

The  Union  forces  slept  upon  the  field  which  they  had  won  fix)m  the 
enemy.  They  had  been  driven  firom  the  extreme  ground  which  they  had 
captured  near  Sharpsburg,  but  the  rebels  had  not  been  able  to  recover  the 
strong  position  commanding  the  river,  from  which  they  had  been  driven. 
Hooker,  Sumner,  and  Franklin  also  held  all  the  ground  which  they  had 
gained.  These  advantages  had  not  made  the  victory  decisive,  yet  all  was 
favoraj^le  for  the  renewal  of  the  attack  in  the  morning. 

The  morning  of  the  18th  found  both  armies  in  essentially  the  same 
position  they  had  occupied  the  evening  before;  but  the  attack  was 
not  renewed — a  fatal  mistake,  which  caused  the  loss  to  the  TTnion  of  all 
the  bitterly  contested  advantages  gained  on  the  previous  day.  No  satis- 
factory cause  has  ever  been  given  for  this  delay.  General  McdeUan  says 
in  his  prelimmaiy  report:— 


*^  A  caraful  ]Mid.aDxWw  survrej  of  tlie  conditiQi;i  of  mj  commsoxcl,  mi 
mj  kaowMg^  af  the  enemjr'B  force  and  poeition,  failed  to  inspire  me  with 
mj  reasonable  eeit^tj  of  ^ucoe^s,  if  I  renewed  tlie  jattack  without  reen^ 
fycemg  coliunnBK  A  view  pf  the  ghatt^red  st^te  of  fipme  of  the  corps 
6uj£ced  to  deter  me  from  pressing  them  into  immediate  action,  fuiid  I  felt 
that  my  duty  to  the  arznj  aj»d  tii^^  country  forbade  the  riskd  involved  in  a 
has^  movement,  whioh  injght  respilt  in  the  loss  of  what  had  been  gained 
the  previoue  day." 

General  McCleUan's  ovear-cautiouft  nmd  aeems  on  this  occasion,  as  on 
many  bthera,  not  to  huve  been  able  to  appreciate  the  grave  responsibilities 
whidi  a^i^ided  del«y.  iMioreoyery  hi^  conclunons  were  reiLched  against  the 
earnest  reiponetrances  of  two,  at  least,  of  his  ablest  officers,  and  in  view  of 
facts  and  oiroum^tanices  which  T^ould  have  led  meet  gen^^ala  to  a  different 
decision. 

General  Bumside  testified  before  the  investigating  committee  of  Con- 
gress on  the  war,  th^  at  ^lalf-^past  eight  o'dopk  in  the  evening  of  the 
ITth  he  went  over  to  McClellan's  head-qnsirteirs  and  urged  the  renewal 
of  the  attack,  saying  that,  with  fi.ve  thousand  fresh  troops  to  place 
beside  hie  own,  he  was  wiUiug  to  commence  the  attack  in  the  morning. 
He  further  testifies  that  there  would  have  been  no  difficulty  in  furnishing 
Ihe  troops  fi^m  Porter's  Corps,  which  had  not  been  engaged ;  that,  more- 
ov^,  General  Morell's  Pivision,  of  quite  that  strength,  had  been  sent  to 
lum,«but  not  with  orders  to  renew  tha  engagement. 

On  the  right  the  opportunities  were  still  more  favorable.      General 
Fraidclin  testifies,  ^^  When  General  HcOlellan  vidited  the  right  in  the  after- 
noon, I  showed  him  a  position  on  the  right  of  this  wood,  which  I  have 
already  mentioned,  in  which  was  the  Dunk^r  Church,  which  I  thought 
commanded  the  wood,  and  that  if  it  could  be  ti^en,  we  could  drive  thQ 
enemy  from  the  wood  by  merely  holding  this  point.    I  advised  that  we 
should  make  the  attack  on  that  place  the  ne^  morning,  from  General 
Sumner's  position.    I  thought  there  was  no  doubt  about  our  being  able  to 
carry  it.   We  had  plenty  of  artillery  bearing  upon  it.    We  drove  the  enemy 
from  there  that  afternoon,  and  I  had  po  doubt  that  we  could  take  the 
place  the  next  morning,  and  I  thought  that  would  uncover  the  whole  left 
of  the  enemy." 

The  rebel  army  wap  by  no  ^leans  in  a  condition  again  to  appeal  to  the 
gage  of  battle.    Their  regiments  had  been  broken  and  disordered  by  our 
frequent  fire.     Their  killed  and  wounded  covered  the  ground,  often  in 
heaps,  having  been  massed  in  ravines  and  on  lull-sides,  which  our  artillery 
swept  with  fearful  destruction.    The  Union  forces  had  been  deployed  in 
lines  and  much  more  scattered,  and  consequently  did  not  suffer  eo  much. 
Moreover,  our  troops  had  now  gained  positions  equal,  if  not  anperior,  to 
those  held  by  their  foes.    They  had  the  C5)portunity  either  of  driving  the 
rebels  into  the  Potomac,  and  of  capturing  a  large  portion  of  their  army, 
or  of  pushing  them,  in  a  demoralized  state,  farther  into  a  hostile  coxmtry, 
where  their  communications  with  Yirginia  could  be  easUy  severedL     Our 
ftrmy,  if  defeated,  oould  easily  retreat  to  a  safe  position  on  the  other  6i<iQ 
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of  the  Antietam,  and  wait  ro§i]ifiupeemeiit0|  ivliioh  w«re  rapidly  ootning 
^,  and  would  probably  arrive  ia  time  to  do  serrice  oa  the  Idth. 

But  Buch  coiiBideratiooiS  failed  to  persuade  General  MeCflellan  to  €d»1- 

low  up  the  advantages  which  ought  to  have  bemi  ireaped  by  dm  great  and 

bloody  battle.    The  reenforeeme^Lts  of  fiMh  troops  mider  Generals  Couch 

and  Humphreys,  which  he  waited  for,  would  make,  he  said,  a  ^  oertom 

thing"  of  it.    The  18th  waa  Buffered  to  pass  away  without  any  engage* 

ment,  and  the  almost  crushed  rebels  escaped  without  noolestation.    Couch's 

Division  arrived  in  the  forenoon,  and  was  soon  in  position.    Humphreys' 

troops  were  eoming  up  aU  through  the  day.    Many  of  Ae  wounded 

were  removed,  and  stragglers  colleeted.    The  opinions  of  most  of  General 

KcClellan's  officers,  together  with  concurring  fact^,  prove  that  this  delay 

gave  Lee  his  only  opportunity  to  escape.     Ah  attack  was  ordered  for  the 

nineteenth;  but  dayl^ht  showed  that  the  mrmy  had  crossed  the  Potomao, 

and,  beyond  the  reach  of  pursuit,  with  all  its  baggage-trains,  was  hurry  ing 

to  the  South*     Lee   deceived  General  MeClellan,  on  the  18th,  by  a 

feigned  movement  of  crossing  troops  to  the  north  side  of  the  Potomac  as 

reinforcements.    The  enemy  abandoned  his  position  without  difflcnlty. 

There  was  no  haste  manifested  in  following  him  up.     The  Federal  cav-» 

aby,  during  the  battle  of  Antietam,  oould  not  be  brought  into  service,  and 

was,  therefore,  fresh  for  pursuit.     On  the   evening  of  the  19tih  they  made 

a  reconnoissanoe  across  the  river,  which  proved  that  the   rear-guard 

of  the  enemy  remained  in  some  force ;  but  produoed  no  oth^  result  than 

the  capture  of  six  guns.     Our  anny  slowly  advanced  to  the  Maryland 

shore  of  the  Potomac  on  the  20th,  and  occupied  Harper's  Ferry  on  the 

23d,  where  it  remained  till  October  26th,  five  weeks  after  the  battle  of 

Antietam*     The  crossing  of  the  Potomac  by  the  Union  army  occupied 

ten  days — the  last  corps  having  reached  the  Yirginia  side  on  the  5th  of 

November. 

Viewed  in  its  purpose  of  repelling  invasion  in  the  North,  and  protect- 
ing the  Wational  Capital,  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore  from  the  devastations 
of  the  enemy,  the  campaign  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  Maryland  was  a 
snccessfnl  one.  On  both  sides  the  casualties  among  officers  in  the  battle  of 
Antietam  were  unusually  numerous.  The  rebels  were  at  least  equal  suffer- 
ers with  ourselves,  especially  in  the  loss  of  general  officers.  Among  their 
killed  were  Brigadier-Generals  Starke  and  Branch,  and  among  their 
wounded  Major-Gteneral  Anderson,  Brigadier-Generals  Anderson,  Lawton, 
Wright,  Eipley,  Amistead,  and  Bansome. 

The  Union  loss  by  regiments  and  brigades  was  frightfuL  The  camaga 
they  experienced  is  indisputable  proof  of  their  gallantry  and  fortitude. 
Veteran  raiments  were  reduced  to  a  captain's  command,  ftill  regiments  to 
three  or  fotlr  hundred.  Our  total  loss  was,  in  killed,  two  thousand  and 
ten ;  wounded,  nine  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixteen ;  missing,  one  thou- 
sand and  forty-three ;  total,  twelve  thousand  and  sixty-nine.  Our  com- 
bined loBS  at  South  Mountain  and  Antietam  was  fourteen  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-four.  The  patriot  troops  found  three  thousand  rebels 
left  dead  at  Antietam.  They  also  found  the  fresh  graves  of  five  hundred 
whom  the  rebels  had  interred.  Since  at  South  Mountain  their  estimated 
Vou  n.— 11 


1«3  CIVIL    WAB    IK    AMBRIC^. 

4o68  in  killed  was  five  himdred,  tiieir  wounded  in  both  battloB,  at  the  same 
ratio  with  ootb,  must  haye  made  eighteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
forty-two.  We  captured  thirtj-nine  colors  and  thirteen  guns,  and  six 
thousand  prisoners.  General  MeClellan,  therefore,  confidently  puts  the 
rebel  loss  by  the  inrasion  of  Maryland  at  thirty  thousand  men.  They 
gained  nothing. 

But  the  battle  of  Antietam  was  marked  by  four  great  mistakes : — 

1.  The  attack  was  delayed  till  the  opportunity  of  beating  a  divided 
army  was  lost. 

2.  There  was  little  concert  of  action  in  the  attack.  The  troops  were 
sent  into  fight  by  driblets — division  after  division.  The  bridge  was  at- 
tacked by  regiment  after  raiment.  The  assault  on  the  left  was  made 
principally  after  the  fighting  on  the  right  had  ceased.  The  enemy's  troops 
could  thus  be  easily  transferred  to  the  point  of  attack. 

8.  The  reserves,  moreover,  if  designed  for  any  thing  and  any  hour, 
were  for  the  critical  hour  of  victory  or  defeat.  They  were  reftised  to  Gren- 
era!  Bumside  for  no  aaaigned  or  rationaUy  conceivable  reason.  Only  a 
kind  Providence  saved  our  imperilled  and  outnumbered  troops  from  being 
crushed.  General  Bumside  fought  under  the  impulse  of  despair,  when 
there  were  fifl;een  thousand  fresh  troops  looking  on,  who  were  not  per- 
mitted to  pull  a  trigger. 

4.  The  last  and  most  fittal  blunder  was  that  second  waiting  for  redn- 
forcements,  -before  a  foe  trembling  for  his  safety,  and  seeking  to  improve 
the  first  opportunity  to  escape,  which  should  not  turn  a  retreat  into  a  dis- 
astrous rout.    A  day  unmolested  was  given  him.    Eagerly  he  improved  it 

For  these  reasons,  under  the  All-wise  Buler  of  battles,  who  made 
every  reverse  to  the  TTnion  army  a  INTational  blessing,  in  hastening  the 
progress  of  the  people  to  just  convictions  of  their  duty  to  the  oppressedf 
the  battle  of  Antietam  must  go  to  its  place  as  one  of  the  greatest  on  the 
long  record  of  indecisive  battles  which  have  crihisoned  earth  with  human 
blood. 
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Obnbbal  Leb's  t>bject  in  Grossing  to  the  north  side  of  the  Pototnac  was 
to  hold  and  ocoapy  Maryland.  In  this  he  ntterij  failed.  Great  indigna- 
tkm  was  expressed,  in  the  North,  that  he  had  been  allowed  to  retire  with 
hk  shattered  army  unmolested.  As  the  rebel  army  retreated  into  Virginia, 
the  patriot  troops  slowly  followed,  taking  the  rente  east  of  the  Bine  Eidge. 
Cf^eral  Lee  took  his  portion  and  strongly  fortified  himself  on  the  southern 
banks  of  the  Bappahannock.  The  dissatisfaction  with  General  McClellan 
vas  so  great,  that,  on  the  5th  of  Norember,  by  direction  of  the  President 
<rf  the  United  States,  he  was  relieved  from  the  command  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  and  General  Bnmside  was  ordered  to  succeed  him. 

Th»  new  geneval  made  immediate  preparations  for  the  prosecution  of 
the  war  witii  incr^ised  vigor.  The  heroic  but  unsuccessful  attack  upon  th^ 
foe  within  their  intrenehments,  on  the  heights  in  the  rear  of  Fredericks- 
borg,  was  the  result. 

Fredericksburg  was  once  the  most  important  town  in  Spottsytvania 
County,  Yirginia.  It  is  situated  on  the  southern  bank  of  the  Sappahan- 
nock,  at  the  head  of  tide-water.  It  is  about  sixty  miles  north  of  Bichr 
mond,  and  is  connected  with  it  both  by  rail  and  by  a  turnpike  road. 
Turnpikes  branch  from  it  in  numerous  directions,  making  it  a  prosperous 
centre  of  travel  and  of  traffic.  A  canal,  running  forty  miles  up  the 
Rappahannock,  brought,  before  the  rebellion,  great  quantities  of  tobacco, 
flour,  and  wheat  into  the  town,  to  be  transported,  by  rail,  to  the  South. 

Thirty  years  ago  its  prosperity  was  very  great,  and  on  the  increase. 
For  some  unexplained  reason,  the  tide  of  success  was  stayed,  and  finally 
began  to  recede,  leaving  it,  in  the  early  days  of  the  rebellion,  a  towD  of 
minor  importance,  with  a  small  population  of  only  four  thousand  inhab- 
itants. Its  changing  fortunes  during  the  prepress  of  the  war  had  made  it 
rapidly  the  centre  of  interest,  before  the  bloody  fight  of  December  13th, 
1868,  which  added  its  name  to  the  long  list  of  our  co^try's  haUowed 
fidds. 

During  the  blockade  of  the  Potomac,  it  was  the  chief  d6p6t  of  supplies 
for  the  rebels.    They  eVaeoated  it  in  haste  upon  McCleUan's  advance 
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towards  Torktown,  and  General  McDowell  took  posseeaion  of  it.  After 
the  diBaatrouB  Seven  Days'  Battles,  McDowell  fell  back,  and  it  was  again 
occupied  by  the  rebels.  In  Angust,  General  Bumside,  when  he  marched 
to  the  aid  of  General  Pope,  held  it  for  a  few  days.  But  upon  his  retreat 
to  Warrenton,  the  rebel  flag  was  again  unfurled  upon  its  river-slopes. 

The  valley  of  the  Rappahannock  narrows  at  Fredericksburg,  giving 
but  little  more  than  a  bed  for  the  river.  The  banks  rise  in  natural  ter- 
races on  each  side.  Thde^  ^n^  the  aoudilBni  side  are  three  in  number,  each 
from  a  quarter  to  half  a  mile  in  width.  The  town  is  situated  on  the 
first,  which  slope*  steeply  down  to  the  water.  The  B^xn^nd  was  the  scene 
of  the  great  %ht  which  we  are  about  to  describe.  The  third,  forming 
the  crest,  was  the  line  which  the  rebels  had  planted  thick  with  their 
deadly  batteries.  The  hills,  as  they  recede  from  the  nver,  are  more 
and  more  wooded ;  and  spurs,  densely  grown  with  low  trees,  run  down 
from  the  ridges  into  the  plain,  making  tangled  lavinat  und  imp^wasble 
barriers. 

Three  miles  below  the  town,  on  the  soatheim  banks  of  the  rivor,  there 
is  a  plain  sis  miles  in  length,  and  two  and  a  half  iu  breadth.  Woods 
mark  its  first  rise,  which  thicken  into  a  forest  as  the  ground  beeomea 
higher.  On  the  northern  bank  the  Stafford  hiUs  hang  closely  over  the 
river  for  miles,  fully  commanding  the  terrace  oa  wUch  the  town  of 
Fredericksburg  stands.  These  hills,  strongly  fortified  with .  cannoda,  g^^o 
us  the  power  to  cross  the  river  without  any  efieotual  opposition  by  the 
enemy. .  The  most  ordinary  observer,  standing  upon  the  (»est  of  the 
southern  hills,  and  looking  down  upon  the  terraced  slope  to  the  river-^ 
the  narrow  plain  of  the  town — the  sexnioircnlar  lines  of  na.tural  and  ii»- 
trenohed  defences,  rising  one  above  the  other,  might  leadily  have,  shud- 
dered at  the  suggestion  of  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  J^atiimal  forces 
to  cross  the  stream  and  attack  the  formidable  positions  of  the  rebds* 

But  the  gallant,  sanguine,  and  magnanimous  Bimiaide  believed,  thai 
the  heights  could  be  carried  by  storm,  and  the  robel  forces  sepasated  and 
beat^i  on  the  plain.  The  plan  for  crossii^g  the  Hi^pahannook  and  giving 
battle  to  the  foe  had  been  discussed  and  assented  ]to  by  the  President, 
General  HaUeck,  and  the  Secretaiy  of  War.  Qeoecal  Bumside  made  a 
-  change  simply  in  the  time  of  executing  the  plaliy  owing  to  the  arrival  of 
supplies  more  quiddy  than  he  had  anticipated,  aad  to  his  dioeovery  of  the 
fact  that  th|3  enemy  were  totally  unprepared  for  any  attempt  at  Fredericks- 
burg, but  were  looking,  for  the  crossing  at  other  points*  It  is.  but  justice 
to  General  Bumside  to  put  upon  record  his  own  assertioA,  after  the  dis- 
astrous result  of  the  battle,  that  his  succass  w<»dd  have  been  entttre^  eoroept 
for  the  unexpected  delay  in  building  the  bridges,  wjaoch  gave  the  etttemy 
ample  time  to  concentrate  their  whole  foiioe  at  the  preme  point  wiwrs  it 
would  be  most  ^ec^ve. 

That  this  contingency  should  have  iormsd  an  elcmemt  in  hia  oaloid*- 
tlons  cannot  be^de^nied.  But  there  is  somethii^  extremely  toudiing  ia  the 
simple-hearted  honesty  of  his  preliminary  report  to  the  President,  six  daje 
.  after  the  batt}e,  wherein  he  said  :^t- 

^^For  the  fidlure  of  the  attack  I  tfla  xespo]isible,.as  the  extremer  gal- 
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Untrj,  courage,  and  cndnnuMo  shown  by  Asm  (the  patriot  eoldien)  waa 
never  exceeded,  and  irorid  have  carried  the  points,  had  it  been  possible. 
Bnt  for  the  fi^,  and  the  nneiqMcted  and  iinavoidable  delay  in  bnildiiq; 
the  bridges,  which  gave  the  enemy  twenity*foar  hours  more  to  conceft* 
trate  his  forces,  in  his  strong  posidoni,  we  shenld  almost  c^^tainly  have 
succeeded.'* 

On  tiie  ni^t  of  the  16th  of  Beeember,  1862,  the  werk  of  laying  the 
pcmtoon  bridges  commenced.  Bflently  the  small  parties  of  engineers, 
with  their  firail-looking  boats,  clnstered  on  the  rrver-banhs.  The  grand 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  with  its  three  good  fighters.  Hooker,  Sumner,  and 
Franklin  at  its  head,  was  concentrated  and  alort  within  a  stretch  of  only 
six  or  seven  miles,  on  the  northern  shore  of  the  river,  whose  current 
rolled  tiiat  night  under  the  shadow  of  Death.  The  greatest  excitement 
prevailed  in  all  the  camps.  Three  days'  rations  and  rfxty  rounds  of  caiv 
tridges  had  been  given  to  each  man.  Each  man  knew  Aat  a  fight  was  at 
hand.  Each  man  thought  of  victory,  of  death,  of  home,  in  a  oonftiBion 
of  exulting  hope,  of  dspvessing  apprdienston,  oi  pressing  haste  to  be 
ready. 

Hmkbeds  of  our  camp-fires  falaewd  liirough  the  river^nists,  and  were 
anffwered  back  by  the  picket-fires  of  the  rebels  on  the  opposite  shore, 
angry,  red  qpeeks  in  the  black  gloom.  Orderiies  dashed  to  and  firo.  Ajv 
tillery-trains  jarred  and  rumbled  over  the  roads.  (%eery  men,  taUng 
tiieir  last  supper  together  in  their  tents,  sang  patriotic  songs,  in  strains 
that  swelled  lond  on  the  heavy  air,  prophetie  of  that  martyrdom  which  is 
the  price  of  peace  and  the  crown  of  heroes.  Quick,  scattering  musket- 
diots  snapped,  im>w  and  Aen,  in  the  distance.  The  ni^xt  wore  on,  until, 
long  before  light,  the  shrill  b«igle^eall  brought  evory  man  to  his  feet  One 
after  another,  in  fighting  trim^  the  regiments  fell  in,  and  from  all  points 
mardied  towards  flie  rhrmt. 

Bnt  the  laying  txf  «the  bridges,  always  a  haeardous  task  if  opposed, 
was  in  this  ease  a  taek  of  exttwnest  difficulty  and  periL  As  ^soon  as 
die  rivo^fi^  liAad  sufildently  to  make  k  appareaU;  to  the  enemy  that  tho 
bridges  opposite  Ftederioksburg  were  c^nmeooed,  sharpshooters  were 
posted  at  every  window  kxddng  out  on  Ae  water,  behind  every  tree  af* 
fonfing  a  cover,  and  at  eveiy  poHHihle  point  whkh  would  enable  them  to 
piA  off  our  bmire  peotonnioB.  The  bridges  opposite  the  town  were  only 
two-thirds  done  when  the  sun  arose.  It  was  imposmble  to  continue  them 
under  the  fire  from  hmdaneds  of  rabel  sharpaheotera.  Our  own  sharp- 
diooters  made  vain  attempts  tlt>  dislodge  the  efaritered  foe.  In  the  language 
of  the  cclkmeL  of  the  Seventh  liicfaigan : — 

*^  Under  the  protection  of  bri^^k  houses,  cellars,  and  rifle-pits,  tibe  rebda 
eoa3d  langh  at  us  wilk  impunity." 

One  hondsed  and  ferity  pieces  of  patriot  artiUery  opmed  from  tibe 
heights,  upon  the  part  of  tiie  town-  from  which  the  dbarpshooting  ;»ro« 
eeeded.  It  prodnced  no  eftct,  however,  dpon  the  mnhferoos  rebel  fire. 
The  workmen  fell  dead  or  woonded  as  fast  as  Aey  toc^  their  stands  upon 
the  boats.  It  was  dearly  an  impassibility  to  complete  Um  bridges  unless 
the  flhaxpibootttfs  wsftre  in  some  way  tfkaieed.  Inthemean  time  I3ie  enemy 
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were  masBing  their  forces,  hnrrying  baok  finom  the  pointi  below,  at  wfaieh 
they  had  been  lookmg  for  onr  oroesmg,  and  where  th^  had  posted  iimt 
artUIery  to  mow  us  down«  It  was  a  fearful  momeatl  Honor  to  the 
Michigan  Seventh,  whose  eolonel  was  not  afraid  to  pledge  them  as  toIibi- 
teers  for  the  desperate  vetttore  of  crossing  the  river  in  the  ptotoon-boats, 
and  didodging  the  rebel  riflemen  from  their  hiding-ph«see  1 

The  arrangement  was  made  that  the  sappers  and  miners  shonld  itian 
the  boats  and  row  the  soldiers  across.  For  hidf  aa  honr  the  brave  Michi- 
gan bojB  stood  drawn  up  on  the  bank  ready  to  spring  into  the  boats  at  an 
instant's  signaL  But  the  engineer  officers  conld  not  induce  their  men  to 
undertake  the  perilous  enterprise.  Flashing  wilh  scorn  of  cowardice  and 
delight  in  danger,  the  Western  heroes,  as  soon  as  thej  perceived  the  state 
of  the  case,  rushed  into  the  boats,  pushed  them  off,  and  rowed  d^emselves 
undauntedly  into  the  raining  fire. 

The  river,  at  this  point,  was  two  hundred  yards  in  width— a  short  dis- 
tance, but  it  seemed  interminable  to  Ihe  anxious  thousands  who  watched 
from  the  banks,  and  saw  brave  men,  one  after  another,'  drop  ihdr  oars  and 
faU  back  from  their  seats  dead.  The  passage  was  won,  however,  and  the 
regiment  charged  gallantly  up  the  steep  dope  of  the  shore,  drove  the 
rebels  out  <^  the  rifle-pits,  and  out  of  tire  bidldings  fronting  the  water. 
The  Nineteenth  and  Twoitieth  Massachusetts  B^ttient&  pressed  on  after 
their  heroic  pioneers  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  did  a  noble  share  of  the 
bloody  work  in  the  town — holding  the  ground  firmly  until  the  bridges 
were  completed,  and  the  entire  vring  of  the  army  to  whidi  they  belonged 
had  crossed  in  safety. 

Generd  FranS  h«i  sneceeded  in  laying  his  bridges  at  •  pai«t  th«e 
mUes  lower  down  the  river,  without  serious  of^XMntion,  and  his  entire  com* 
mand  crossed  with  Httle  loss.  A  part  of  G^eral  HookeHs  Division  had 
also  crossed  below  the  city.  Thursday  night  found  us  in  posseesion  of  its 
streets.  Severe  musket  skirmishes  had  contested  our  aj^)f*oach  at  every 
point.  But  the  rebel  pickets  had  constantly  fiBdlen  back,  withdrawing  into 
the  centre  of  their  drding  line  of  hill  defence,  whose  strength  we  little 
comprehended.  The  exploding  shells  had^  in  the  course  of  the  day,  set 
fire  to  many  houses  in  the  city,  and  the  slow,  ifaooldering  smoke  of  the 
burning  mingled  with  the  white  wreaAs  of  the  bombsr  and  tihie  black 
clouds  from  the  artilleiy.  It  was  a  night  of  terrific  cc^fusion.  Long  after 
dark  the  great  guns  blazed  and  thundered  Aoin  the  hiBs. 

Sumner's  grand  division,  in  massive  columns,  was  steadily  pressing  on 
towards  the  river.  The  tramp  of  thousands  of  men  and  horses,  and  the 
ponderous  wheels  of  the  heavy  trains,  made  a  deep  undertone  of  accom- 
paniment to  the  cannons'  notes.  Friday'^  sun  rase  dear  and  bright,  and 
in  a  few  hours  had  dissipated  much  of  the  fog  and  sm<Ae  which  veiled 
Ae  river  and  the  town.  The  pontoon  bridges  were  thronged  v^ith  our 
forces  marohii^  across  in  good  cheer ;  and  the  banks  on  either  nde  were 
crowded  with  regiments  just  ferming  after  the  passage  of  the  river,  or 
drawn  up  in  line  awaiting  their  turn  to  cross. 

The  bands  of  the  diffinrent  regiments  were  pli^ing  patriotic  airs,  as 
gayly  as  if  on  parade,  uninterrupted  by  the  riirill  sereeeh  of  the  shells 
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ndd^  11iroiighllM«ir,.or^he  booming  of  tile  aitiUei^  The 

dtyitadf  preeentedaioeneofcleBolatHmsDdraii.  Kothing  had  escaped  ike 
effeite  of  our  bombaKfanent  on  die  prerioiiB  day.  SmokiDg  oellarB  and  piles 
of  chaired  timbers  were  aU  that  remained  of  many  hoBses ;  TiFhUe  others  w^ 
ao  rent  and  riddled  by  shot,  asiobeof  litdemoreyafaie.  The  streets  were 
obstrocted,  in  many  places,  by  fallen  chimneys,  fenoes,  and  walls.  Trees 
imte  proetratod  and  torn,  as  if  thmider*bolts  had  smitten  them.  Here 
-and  there,  imder  the  pitiftd  shelter  of  their  leafless  and  brdcen  branches, 
lay  blackened  corpses,  which  seemed  to  have  been  stmck  down  by  the 
came  fladi. 

The  honses  were  nearly  stripped  of  fiumitmre;  Ae  few  artides  which 
had  been  left  were  soon  in  the  pooeosoi<m  of  the  Union  soldiers,  who 
swarmed  tiirongh  tbe  streets*  Some  of  them,  for  a  fbw  homrs,  held  riotons 
camiral,  decking  themeelyes  in  tiie  apparel,  and  breaking  up  the  house- 
hold  utensils  of  theinhabttaiits  of  Fredericksburg.  Their  Moense,  howeyer, 
was  soon  checked  by  the  energetic  measures  of  General  Patrick,  the 
Provoat-Marshal,  who  oordeied  the  instant  arrest  of  any  sokKer  who  shovM 
be  found  with  any  sneh  article  in  his  possession.  The  sp<Bls  of  tobacco 
were  abundant,  and  were  most  greedily  sought  for  and  hoarded  up  by  our 
inen,  who  had  been  almost  deprived  of  the  luxury  for  a  few  mont^  by  the 
eztortio&ate  prices  charged  by  the  sutlers. 

(General  Bumside  was  occupied  during  tiie  entire  day  in  directing  the 
crosBing  and  disposition  of  the  different  corps.  The  big  grsj  horse 
was  seen  galloping  from  point  to  point  with  the  tall  martial  figure  of  his 
rider  aitting  firm  in  his  saddle,  erect,  alert,  and  sanguine.  Throng  all 
tiie  mofvement  the  batteries  of  the  foe  were  inexplicaUy  and  ominously 
filent.  By  the  middle  of  Ae  afternoon  every  street  in  tiie  town  swanned 
with  our  troops,  and  had  the  town  been  shelled  our  loss  would  have  been 
immenee ;  but  still  the  rebel  cannon  were  silent.  Skirmishing  musket-shots 
%ere  exc^ianged  by  the  pickets,  and  occasionally,  for  a  few  moments, 
bombs  were  thrown  at  some  exposed  file  of  men.  But  the  silence  of  the 
drowning  he^hrts,  which  we  knew  to  be  thickly  mounted- with  guns,  was 
unaoeountable,  aoEid,  to  a  dJecriminnting  observer,  significant  of  evil. 

It  does  not  appear,  however,  to  have  oeculred  to  the  excited  officers, 
in  their  preparations  fer  the  assault,  that  tiiis  silence^^this  quiet  permission 
of  their  apjM^ofch^-^boded  any  ill.  An  eye-witness  of  the  fight  thus  graphi- 
cally describes  the  infetuated  confidence  d  some  of  the  leading  officers  in 
"flie  forenocm  of  Friday : — 

^  In  answer  to  inquiriefr  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  enemy's  silence  they 
•replied,  ^  The  enemy  have  not  ammunition  to  spare.'  Another  said,  ^  Oh, 
a  bombardment  don't  amount  to  any  thing,  any  how.'  Anothw,  ^  They 
don't  care'about  bomUng  us ;  it  is  an  inconsequential  sott  of  business ;  we 
threw  four  thousand  shells  yesterdi^,  and  it  amounted  to  nothing.' 
Another,  ^  Oeneral  Lee  thinks  he  will  have  a  big  tUng  on  us  about  the 
bombardment  of  this  town ;  he  proposes  to  rouse  the  indignati<m  of  the 
civilized  world,  as  they  call  it ;  he  is  playing  fer  the  sympathies  ei  Europe.* 
Another  tbought  that  the  enemy  were  retreating,  and  that  a  laugh  would 
be  rMsed  at  Bumskto'i  expense  whwi  the  true-  facts  were  discovered.    A 
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private  aoldier,  hDi^Fer^  was  overiiMrd  to  make  a  rmotak  wimk  Aomwd 
a<  wifldom  by  which,  the  goMrals  joigbt  ba^e  i^^&tad  i — 

''  ^They  want  as  to  get  in.  G<Mang  oitrw^i  be  quite  to  emart  aii4 
easy.    Tou'll  see  if  it  wiU^'  '* 

He  waa  right;  the  town  wiaa  a  twp,  the aia!»iig hilk  w«are  ita oid^  and 
oiif  brave  amiy  of  xdoetijr  tbonaalid  men  were  mibeanng  it  Friday  nighl 
oor  camp^fivea  lighted  tboth  aidea  of  the  river.  Ja  the  alreeta  of  the  town 
oor  aoldiera  were  reatiog^  witb  tbor  moaketa  ataohed,  ibeir  btenketa  rolleil 
about  tbemi  and  their  £rea  glowitig  niddily  on  the  deaertod  windowa. 
On  the  other  side,  close  down  to  the  river-line,  the  dopes  of  the  Sta£foid 
hiUa  wave  bristling  with  arrna;  whole  brigadea  ready  mt  one  .QM»nent'a 
warning  tto  croea  the  bri^geaand  &U  into  line  of  fight. 

On  the  Fredmekabiug  side  the  hoatile  picket  linea  wen  within  tw>a 
hondred  yiurds  at  eaeh  other*  In  the  eonrse  of  -tfie  nighty  aa  the  rebda 
overheard  the  paliriatic  awga  and  apeeehea  cxf  osnr  jnan,  tfa^  oaUed  idoud 
in:  inenlting  aiid<  defiant  anawer*  M  midnight  the  £ery  eonea  of  the 
aarora  abot  ap  irom  the  heeizon  to  the  aenithy  bked<Md  writing  ia 
heaven  of  the  prof^ecy  lat  thenaorrow,  hailed  by  both  annieaaa  the  tdoaft 
^f  aacceaa  to  their  caoao. 

^  The  linea  of  the  jrebds  ^dmided  in  a  aemirircnlar  &mt  £ram  Port  Baywl 
to  a  point  about  six  milea  above  Erederielcabarg,  and  w«*e  mainly  on  the 
rarest  of  the  thiud  ^terittoe  or  iM  htfavb  »enikioned.  Their  right  wing  was 
under  the  conmiaid  of  the  famona  ^^Steaaewall"  Jiadfiacm^  and  extended 
from  Port  Boyal  to  Giiineaa  Statiouty  upon  Tthe  Bidbjnond  and  Frederidoh 
biu^  BailrDad,  General  Li^ngatrejet'a  Divi^on  held  the  eentoe,  and  reaehed 
to  the  tali^raph  road;  thie le&  wing,  resting  upon  Mass^ponax  Oraek,  waa 
under  the  ^Kanmand  of  A.  P.  Hill  and  l^tnart,  and  under  ^  eepeeaal 
fiuperviaion  oE  General  Xiee,  who  feared  a  flank  movement  inthat  qnartar 
by  Sigel,  from  Culpepper.  The  vebel  Icwee  baa  been  eatimated,  {mbaUy 
too  largely,  at  two  .hundred  ^uaaud;  their  Unea  preseuted^^  front  of  MMt 
leas  than  twanty  milea^ 

The  Ifatiooal  fbroea  were  under  the  eommand  c^^Stn^fala  FrankU% 
Hooker^  aiid  Snmner.  Giane^al  Bmmaidn'a  jim^  oi  openationa  wa%  thafr 
General Franklin'sDiviaiwt  whioh had isr^moi, ib^ riv^ aoaua three  milea 
below  the  town,  dbould  .attiack  Jaoknon'a  Corpa,  and  if  posMhle  tmen  bia 
flank  upon  Maaaapwax  Creeks  General  Hooker  waa  to  attaok  the  rebel 
centre,  while  Gboearal  SiMnaer  twued  their  ri^t-  wing. 

The  morning  of  Saturday,  the  18th,  broke  warm  a^d  atfll  npon  the 
▼alley  and  hills  <)£  Frederiekabeifg»  The  soft'  Indian-amnmer  basse  wrap- 
ped both  amiies  in  its  tender  embraee^  j^  if  ZTatnre  hevaalf  atrove  to  held 
Impart  their  hoatiUe  haud^  The  fcg  waa  ae  thick  that  no  baUoeHiObaervationa 
could  be  made.  Genend  Bnmside,  confident  of  auoeeaa,  and  impatjait  of 
delay,  determined  to  entei*  at  ^mce  on  the  execution  of  hia  plan,  with  aview 
to  which  aU  hia  arrangem^uta  had  been-milde  ou  the  daiy  betee. 

The  day  had  not  yet  dawned  when  General  fWklia'a  Diirioion  waa  put 
In  motitpn.  Hia  right  wit]^  rested  ou  the  auburba  of  the  citgr;  bia  contiBe 
advanced  a  mie  from  the  rivers  and  hia  estvameJ.^  seated  on*  the  riv«^ 
fliree milaa belowihe town.    Hia  tadc  waa  no  'Caay  MCf  there  waa -eotk- 


THB    BATThM    OF  YBSBBBIOKSSUBG  109 

fhmtiBg  Um  ^StoiMrwall"  Jodcion  and  his  nie»-Hxmi  vim  haA  m&i  urmTf 
and  &oed  death  at  Oedar  Moantaiii,  Boll  Biu^  and  Anlaetam,  and  mho 
stood  tea  mow,  inseeme  ooaadonniaflaof  ike  atrcngA  of  ibair  poaitMXL  aad 
the  infatoation  of  o«r  attack. 

The  field  opening  before  hkn,  aMiea^  semewkat  manhj,  was  »  good 
one  fer  military  erofaitioBS,  being  level  or  genilj  nmhilating  for  a  diatanee 
(^ two  milei  fi^m  tke  riTer;  afterwarda  xiriag  into  a  wooded  ilope>  The 
fVederiekriMixg  tiirnpike  rima  panllel  to  the  river^ 

intrenebed  and  woody  dope  waa  the  tiac^  of  the  railioad.  Oeneral  Bnmr 
gide'a  line  of  battle  wma  fanned  with  the  fiis&  Army  Oorpa,  n&der  General 
Smith,  on  tiie  right,  eompoaed  of  the  diree  dii^iuionB  of  (jtenerdb  Newton, 
Burke,  and  Howe ;  on  the  left,  &e  flmt  Ooipa,  nnder  General  Beynoldflii 
oempoeed  of  liie  cUviiiODB  of  Generals  Qibbona,  ICeade,  and  BoaUeday — 
ittj  thooaand  meo— tried  troopa,  bnt  deadned  to  fisdl  to«day,  nsder  a  eoaa- 
bfaiatioii  of  cirouistKneea  againit  whioh  no  braiFery,  no  ddU  conld  avaiL 

The  finit  ntyB  of  the  aoa  saw  them  drawn  op  in  three  lines,  enger  to  ad> 
yance.  A  few  regimentd  were  thrown  forward  as  akkmiaherB,  to  feel  the  * 
enemy'a  peaitiatt.  Ab  the  fog  Hffaedsiifficiently  to  giro  range  to  the  artiUery) 
a  battery,  npoa  General  Gibbons'a  extreme  right,  opened  fire  upon  the 
lebda.  It  waa  anawered  and  eefaoed  1^  hnndveda  of  gnna  on  eadi  eida. 
In  oar  rear,  npon  ibe  keighta,  were  heavy  siege-gona,  whiek  kept  np  am 

fire.    From  the  e«tire  rebel  line  the  retort  waa  eoaataot. 


After  an  boor  isar  two  of  tUs  artillery  praotice  and  skirmieking,  duri^ 
wkieh  the  maim  body  of  the  tioopa  chafed  in  waiting,  the  onfer  waa  giren 
to  advanoa  At  nine  o^deek  General  Meade'a  and  General  Gibbana'0 
BMaiom  uKywl  alowly  forward.  General  Headed  eommand  oonaiated  of 
the  Penms^vaaia  Bea^*?ee,  men  who  have  done  brave  aerviee  on  many  of 
our  iunrdeet^onght  fidda.  General  A.  P.  HilTs  Division  eneoontered  the 
fiiat  fieroe  onset,  andxtepelled  it  with  great  strength,  stnbbomly  oeniesling 
each  foot  of  gronnd.  Geaeval  Stnart'a  horse  artillery,  with  two  brigades 
of  his  eavaby,  was  stationed  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  rebel  line,  near  the 
capsek.  As  om^  ibvoes  advanoed  they  poured  in  a  deadly  fire  fixMn  the  sida 
One  twelve-pMnuhtr  Ifapoleon  gam,  under  the  direction  of  JSbjgt  Jobm 
Prihaan,  General  Stnarf  a  duef  of  artffleary,  rained  such  a  tfttal  shower  of 
shot  into  onr  flank  fkat  three  of  oar  nearest  field4>atteries,  and  two  heavy 
siege^^^ons  finm  the  otbcr  aideof  liie  river,  were  inmaediately  brot^t  in 
position  to  silenee  it.  For  two  hours  tiifcrty  eanmon  strove  in  vain  to 
nlence  that  gun,  worked  with  deadly  and  uninterrupted  preoiaioB  by  titie 
brave  rebel  major.  His  gemnd,  *^  Stonewall "  Jaokson  bimnnlf  ^owiE^ 
with  admiratioB  of  Mig'or  Pelfaam^a  une^paUed  eoolne«  and  oourage  imder 
soeh  fire,  osolainwid;  ^  With  Pelbatt  on  aithor  flank,  I  oouid  vaaquiA 
the  world."" 

Another  nsbel  battary,  posledon  a  smidl  spur  of  the  hills,  fired  w^ 
snoh  deadly  aim  liiatthe  ahoit  fdongfaed  along  the  marching  lines.  The 
Kindi  New  Tcrk  Begunsni;  was  oidered  to  eharge  upon  this  battery  and 
take  it  at  dfts  point  of  the  bayonet  Tlie  regiment  sprang  ^tnward,  like 
ena  man,  and  presaed  op  to  tke  gwns^  aK>Qtha ;  but  tiie  fire  wm  too  hot, 
and  with  tiuanod  aiid  birofasn  ranks  they  fidl  bade.    At  this  moment,  Gen- 
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eral  TyW  tkrew  the  eUtctir^  aid  of  Itis  iHJgade  into  tiie  scale^  rallied  the 
fioatteriiig  Ninth,  and  made  another  deeperate  chaige  on  the  battery.  Ita 
fire,  however,  was  00  rapid  and  so  eoneentrated,  that  no  infantry  00^  sn^ 
port  it,  and  after  fearfol  lofises  the  attempt  was  abandoned. 

The  fight  became  rapidlj  more  and  more  general  At  midday  the 
%hole  of  General  Franklin's  Division  was  hoAj  engi^ed  in  the  desperate 
bnt  bootless  efibrt  to  divide  the  rebel  line,  take  possessioQ  of  the  railroad^ 
and  come  in  on  the  fiank  of  the  rebel  works  behind  the  town.  At  one 
o'clock.  General  Meade's  Division  made  a  most  gallant  charge,  reaching 
tiie  very  crest  of  the  hill,  and  foreing  their  way  'between  General  Hill's 
Division  and  G^ieral  Early's  Brigade.  They  drove  two  of  Hill's  brigades 
back  upon  tlmr  second  Ihie  of  defences,  and  captured  several  hundred 
prisoners  of  G^rgia  and  North  Oarolina  raiments.  Whole  Gteni^ral 
-Meade's  Division  were  in  the  thickest  of  this  chaige,  the  enemy  made  a  des- 
p^ate  attempt  to  tmrn  <mr  left  flank ;  bnt  were  repulsed  with  vigor  by 
^feneral  Doubleday's  Division,  and,  as  they  retrei^ied,  were  terribly  cut  to 
pieces  by  our  artillery. 

In  the  mean  time  there  were  no  reenforoements  to  sapport  General 
^Meade^ssuccessfnl  advance,  and  he  was  forced  to  £U1  back  for  a  dtort  distance. 
A  brigade,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Boot,  made  a  similar  chaxge, 
through  an  open  field  beyond  the  line  of  the  railroad,  into  the  woods  and  into 
the  enemy's  breastworios,  capturing  two  hundred  prisoners.  But  they  also 
were  forced  to  fall  back.  At  this  point  in  the  fight  oocucred  one  of  those 
gallant  acticms  with  which  the  records  of  our  battle-fields  teeou  A  batt^^^ 
hud  been  1^  behind  in  the  retreat  of  part  of  Gibbons's  Division.  It  stood 
exposed,  rebel  artillery  playing  all  about  it,  and  a  rebel  force  advanomg 
ra|»idly  from  liie  woods  to  capture  it  The  captain  of  the  battery  called  for 
volunteers  to  go  back  and  bring  it  off.  Sergeant  Berry,  Sergeaeat  Stubbe, 
'Corporal  Greeley,  and  twelve  men  of  the  Sixteenth  Maine  Begiment,  offered 
to  unda*take  the  hazardous  enterprise.    Triumphantly  th^  execitted  it 

While  these  men  were  tiius  covering  themsdves  with  the  ^ry  of  their 
bravery,  one  of  their  best  generals  was  suddenly  summoned  -to  reap  the 
ftdl  reward  of  his.  The  young,  chivalrous,  and  mourned  Bayard  was 
struck  in  the  thigh  by  a  oannon-ball,  which  inflicted  a  fearfol  wound,  and 
left  nothing  for  tiie  surgeon's  art  but  to  prdong  his  suffering  a  few  houiB. 
Fearftil  daughter  marked  the  progress  of  the  fight  on  both  sides.  Night 
found  the  division  of  General  Franklin  only  five  hundred  yards  in  advance 
of  the  position  it  held  at  sunrise,  with  its  list  of  killed,  wounded,  and  misa* 
ing  th»^  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty^two. 

While  General  Franklin  was  thus  gallantiy  striving  on  the  left^  a  stffl 
fieroer  fi^t  was- raging  on  the  terraces  and  in  the  streets  of  Fredericks- 
burg. In  the  early  morning  the  rebel  artillery,  fix>m  the  drcling  hiUe, 
had  opened  a  tremendous  fire.  Our  batteries  wcrre  placed  in  position, 
and  thundered  a  defiant  reQK>nse.  Sndi  a  storm  of  artillery  had  seldom, 
if  ever,  been  heard  in  the  world.  Dense  dovds  of  smoke  enveloped 
the  entire  valley,  and  roiled  heavily  away,  miles  in  the  distance.  Theve 
were  hundreds  of  guns  on  each  side,  and  the  roar  of  their  disdiarges  was 
absolutely  unintermitted  for  hours.    But  our  fire  produced  comparatively 
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no  irapreerion.  It  wag  plain  that  flie  fortified  ridge  in  the  rear  of  the  city 
must  be  taken  by  a  charge  at  the  bayonet's  point,  if  at  all.  Yet  it  seemed 
BiadneflB  to  hnri  troops  npon  snoh  a  line  of  de^ce.  Half  way  np  the 
steep  blnff,  and  deeply  cut  into  its  side,  ran  a  turnpike  road,  with  a  stone 
wall  in  the  front.  This  wall  the  rebels  had  bnilt  high,  and  lined  with  rifle- 
j4ts.  On  either  hand  were  placed  batteries  to  ponr  in  an  enfilading  fire. 
General  Sumner  ordered  the  divisiotis  of  General  French  and  General 
Howard  to  make  the  attack. 

They  adranced  at  a  brisk  pace,  unmindM  of  the  shot  and  shell  falling 
thickly  about  them,  till  they  were  within  musket  range  of  the  base  of  the 
ridge.  Then  from  the  rifle-pits  behind  the  stone  wall  blazed  a  sharp  line 
<^  fire ;  and  from  batteries  to  the  right  and  batteries  to  the  left,  shot 
crashed  through  their  lines.  They  fell  back  into  the  shelter  of  a  rarine, 
and,  reinforced  by  a  fresh  body  of  infantry,  reformed,  and,  at  double- 
quick,  with  fixed  bayonets,  again  fkced  the  murderous  fire.  But  the  ene- 
my's guns  were  so  arranged  that  they  could  concentrate  their  aim  in- 
stantly upon  any  point  occupied  by  our  assailing  troops.  Tim  enfilading 
fire  from  heavy  guns,  in  addition  to  the  close  and  deadly  aim  of  the  rifle- 
men, mowed  down  our  men  like  the  summer  grass.  Whole  lines  fell,  and 
die  column  broke  in  inevitable  confttsion,  only  to  be  rallied  again,  how- 
ever, and  brought  back. 

General  Sumner,  with  his  gray,  weather-beaten  eountenanoe  working 
convulfflively  with  impatience  and  desire  to  be  in  the  fight,  watched  the  strug- 
gling progress  of  his  corps.  He  had  implored  the  commander-in-chief 
to  permit  him  to  accompany  his  men  into  the  field.  The  permission  was 
refriBed,  and  he  had  left  his  head-quarters  at  the  PhilHps  House,  a  mile 
from  the  river,  and  come  down  to  the  shore,  where,  seated  on  an  ambu- 
lance, wfth  glass  in  hand,  he  gazed  anxiously  across  the  water.  Miracles 
of  valor  were  performed.  Again  and  again  the  blue  lines  of  the  Federals 
dashed  up  the  fatal  slopes  of  Marye's  Heights,  wavered,  and  fell  back, 
With  one  man  out  of  three  killed.  General  Smnner,  in  his  testimony  af- 
terwards, before  the  Congressional  committee,  says  of  his  troops,  "  They 
did  all  that  men  could  do."    Such  will  be  the  eternal  vwdict  of  history. 

Generals  Couch  and  Wilcox,  with  the  Ninth  and  Second  Corps,  earned 
imperishable  honors ;  but  their  forces  melted  away  before  the  terrific  fire. 
Late  in  the  afternoon,  Hookel^s  reserves,  fifty  thousand  strong,  which  had 
been  drawn  up  in  battle  array  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  were  ordered 
to  co^e  up  to  the  support  of  the  shattered  and  exhausted  centre.  Gen- 
eral Humphreys*  Division  of  Butterfieldla  Corps  led  the  way.  The  move- 
ment was  instantly  discovered  by  the  rebels,  who  trained  their  guns  on  the 
crowded  bridges,  and  shelled  the  troops  as  they  croased,  doing,  however, 
much  less  injury  than  would  have  been  anticipated. 

The  divisions  of  Humphreys,  Monk,  Howard,  G^etty,  and  Sykes  were 
formed  in  a  sMid  colimm,  and  attacked  the  fktal  heights,  only  to  meet  the 
aaoote  sweeping  death,  to  fidl  back  broken  and  in  confrision,  like  the  rest. 
General  G^etty's  troops  succeeded  in  reaching  the  line  of  the  stone  waU. 
For  a  few  moments  a  struggle  of  life  and  deatii  n^ed  arotmd  it.  Other  of 
OUT  troops  were  climbing  the  crest  of  the  hiH    A  few  of  our  field-batter- 
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ieB  were  bronglit  in  poaitioii  to  poor  in  a  eoaoentrated  fire.  Just  m  ev 
agonized  generab  believed  that  ihe  dear-bonght  victory  was  ours,  a  lar^ 
body  of  rebel  infantry  came  mshii^  down  from  th^  second  tia*  oi  defeo- 
COB,  and  bore  our  brave  charging  lines  bef(»re  them.  It  was  the  last  strog- 
gle — ^the  last  chaige.  G-eneral  Bmrnside  had  been  watching  this  <mset 
from  the  garden  in  front  of  the  Lacy  Honse.  As  he  paced  the  walks  he 
exclaimed,  '^  That  crest  most  be  taken."  Aft^  the  final  repulse,  he  sprang 
npon  his  horse  and  galloped  back  to  his  head-qnarters  at  the  Phillips 
Honse.  The  day  was  lost  I  Ni^t  was  inteiposing  her  inexorable  decree 
of  peace.  Thousands  <^  his  soldiero  lay  dead  on  the  hills.  The  rebel 
works  were  still  nnbn^en,  and  swarming  with  men.  The  river  rolled  be- 
hind him ;  what  the  moming  might  hold  in  its  hand^he  might  well  dread 
to  think. 

In  the  city,  the  scenes  of  suffering  through  the  night  pass  description* 
Dead  and  dying  men,  and  stretchers  bearing  the  wounded,  filled  the  streetiu 
The  hospitals  were  many  of  them  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  rebel  gims. 
Indeed,  it  was  impossible  to  indicate  any  spot  which  would  long  cour 
tinue  to  be  safe.  Fragments  of  shells,  Mini6  balk,  and  shot  of  aQ  kinds 
flew  in  at  the  doors  and  windows,  and  through  the  roo&.  One  man,  who 
was  brought  in  from  the  field  with  a  severe  wound  in  his  arm,  had  just 
reached  the  steps  of  the  hospital  of  his  brigade,  when  a  shell  eiq>loded 
at  his  feet,  wounding  and  mangling  one  of  his  legs  to  such  an  extent  that 
it,  as  well  as  his  arm,  had  to  be  amputated.  Hospitals  were  establiBbed 
upon  the  other  aide  of  the  river  as  soon  ss  possible,  and  the  wounded  who 
were  able  to  be  moved  sndi  a  distance  were  immediately  transported  there. 

Mercifully  to  them  was  tompered  the  December  wind  of  that  fearful 
Xiight.  Had  it  been  a  cold  and  stormy  night,  hundreds  would  have  per^ 
ished  before  they  could  have  been  removed.  Long  after  darkness  veiled 
the  positions  of  the  forces,  heavy  guns,  from  either  side,  eontinued  to  fire  at 
their  last  range,  and  sharp  musket-skirmishes  lighted  up  fitful  glares  in  tb^' 
outskirts  of  the  city.  Bat  the  battle  of  Fredericksbaig  was  over.  Eleven 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  brave  men  dead ;  nine  thousand  and  five  writb- 
ing  under  tortures  of  wounds ;  and  two  thousand  and  Bev^nty^^^ht  mei^ 
missings  of  whom  probably  many  should  have  been  reported  dead.  All 
this  human  life  gone,  or  blasted  for  earth. 

Sunday  mining  rose  deariy  and  brightly  over  the  desolated  fields  and 
Wioking  riii^es  <^  Fredericksburg.  The  rdt>el  lines  of  battle,  clearly  im 
view,  had  been  much  extended  during  the  night;  large  bodies  of  troops 
being  posted  on  points  not  occui»ed  on  the  previous  day.  The  dead  which 
fell  in  Saturday's  disastrous  chaiges  still  lay  unburied  in  front  of  the 
rebel  works.  *  Whenever  our  men  attempted  to  Temove  them,  in  the  ooucse 
of  the  night,  the  enemy  opened  a  quick  fore  <m  jthem,  and  con^^led  them . 
to  retire.  At  early  dawn  the  guns  opened  again  in  the  centre^  and  also 
upon  Franklin  at  the  left ;  but  the  firing  was  merely  for  the  purpose  ot 
feeling  each  other's  position,  and  soon  ceased,  fiome  musketry  skirmishing 
took  place  iii  the  course  of  the  day,  but  there  was  no  action  of  any 
moment    Each  army  was  busy  in  the  sad  duties  following  a  great  battle. 

In  the  afternoon  a  conncH  of  our  generals  was  held  at  G^eral  Butdp 
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adeV  h^MUqiiarttti.  For  hoan  the  diacBBBlcm  lasted.  GeMral  ^unside, 
raiiitiig  to  believe  the  disafiten  of  Salnrdaj  to  be  irremediable,  and  the 
baigfato  of  Frnderiekfiburg  impregnable  to  aBsaolt^  proposed  a  aeooBd  adr 
Tmnoe«  His  plan  wae  to  horl  a  oolunm  of  fifteen  thosaand  men  agfonst  the 
oenia*al  works^  and  oarrj  likem  by  ^reiglit  of  nnmberB.  A  mt^otitj  of  his 
oorpa-  generala,  howerer,  opposed  the  plan,  and  it  was  abandoned.  His 
next  plan  was  to  leave  a  part  of  his  armj  to  oceapy  the  tovn,  and  to  with* 
draw  the  remainder  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  This  also  was 
abandoned*  There  remained  but  one  alternative  moro*—tQ  retreat,  with 
his  whole  force,  acrotte  the  river,  under  the  fnll  observation  of  the  en^ny ; 
an  undertaking  apparently  cmly  little  less  hazardous  than  the  second  storm* 
iog  of  the  heights.  The  order  was  not .  given  until  late  on  Monday  after* 
noon,  and  was  so  little  anticipated  that  many  of  the  troops  had  dready 
bivoaad^ed  for  the  night  During  the  day  the  woonded  had  been  care- 
fully removed,  and  this  had  beensuppcaed  to  be  an  indication  of  a  renewal 
ef  theattaek 

As  soon  as  the  night  had  sofficieatly  advanced  to  coneeal  our  move* 
menta  from,  the  enemy,  the  artillery  and  cavalry  were  moved  to  the  ex- 
txeme  front,  to  protect  the  retreating  column  in  case  of  a  sudden  discovery 
and  attack.  Two  bridges  were  assigned  to  the  infantry,  and  one  to  the 
artillery  and  cavalry.  Oeneral  Bumside  had  made  an  estimate  that,  if  It 
were  necessary  to  do  so,  ten  thousand  could  cross  in  one  h<Hir.  Earth  was 
«krewed  upon  the  pontoous,  to  muffle  the  sound  of  the  rumbling  wheels  of 
the  heavy  tarains.  But  the  grei^est  precautions  would  have  probably  proved 
unavailing  to  oonceal  onr  retreat,  had  not,  provid^atially,  a  strong  gale  of 
wind  set  in  from  the  precise  quarter  necessary  to  carry  aU  such  sounds 
away  Gecm.  the  enemy's  camps.  Through  the  entire  night  the  long, 
dark  lines  of  infantry  and  artillery  filed  through  the  streets  of  the  town, 
down  the  rivernslopes,  over  the  pontoons,  and  took  up  their  positions  on 
the  opxK>site  shore,  pitching  their  camps  in  the  same  spots  where  they  had 
hoken  them  up  three  days  before.  The  i^kets,  at  the  outposts,  were  not 
bformed  of  the  movement  until  it  was  nearly  completed.  Then,  in  the 
andistinguiahable  gray  dawn^  officers  went  steaJtbily  to  each  man,  and,  in 
a  whisper,  ordered  him  to  withdraw  from  his  post  as  silently  as  possible^ 
The  rebel  pickets  were  only  a  few  yards  distant ;  but  they  were  not  aware, 
intil  daylight,  oi  the  decepticm  which  had  been  praddsed  upon  them* 

One  company,  of  the  Sixteenth  Massachusetts,  belonging  to  General 
Sicklee's  Division,  narrowly  escaped  fUUng  into  the  hands  of  the  en^oiy. 
They  had  been  doing  picket  duty  in  the  eady  part  of  the  night,  and,  after 
their  relief,  had  fallen  asleep  from  exhaustion,  in  shelter  of  a  clump  of 
trees  on  the  extreme  front.  An  officer,  riding  hastily  by,  chanced  to  dis- 
jofffer  tiiem,  and  shouted  to  them,  as  he  passed,  ^'  For  God's  sake,  men, 
what  are  yon  doing  hare }  Your  division  has  crossed  the  river  some  time 
linee*"  They  readied  the  river  too  late  for  the  bridges,  but  swam  safely 
over.  Before  daylight  every  regiment  had  oroesed,  and  tBe  bridges  were 
taken  up^  A  few  stragglers  were  brought  over  in  boats,  but  not  a  man 
was  lost  One  or  two  pickets,  who  were  pursued  by  the  rebels,  threw  away 
their  knapsacks,  andy  springing  into  the  water,  swam  for  their  lives 
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TnefldAy  morning  revealed  to  tbe  astoniahed  and  mjsttfied  rebelB  tha 
National  army  im  fall  force  again  upon  tke  Stafford  hilk,  and  relieved  them 
from  the  anticipaticHaa  of  the  seoond  attaok  which  they  had  been  dreaduig 
and  preparing  to  meet  It  is  evident  from  General  Lee^B  report,  that  he 
did  not  r^wi  the  reanlt  of  the  battle  as  a  decisive  victory  to  the  Ocm^ 
federates.  While  he  realized  onr  repnlae^  he  apprehended  a  second 
attempt.  In  his  anxiety  of  prqparation  for  that,  he  failed  to  perceive  that 
his  road  ta  a  most  brilliant  Yictarj  was  open.  Had  he  made  a  descent 
npon  onr  exhausted  and  disheartened  troops  on  the  14th,  or  shdled  the 
town  while  its  streets  were  crowded  with  onr  forces,  he  would  have  nearly 
annihilated  the  army.  But  a  strange  blindness,  afterwards  regretted  and 
cleariy  seen,  fell  upon  his  eyes^  usually  so  far-sedng  and  sagacious,  and  we 
escaped. 

The  rapidity,  secrecy,  and  masterly  combinations  with  whidi  General 
Bumside  conducted,  this  retreat  cannot  be  too  highly  praised.  The  history 
of  wars  does  not  record  an  instance  of  a  retreat  on  so  large  a  scale,  under 
the  very  eyes  of  tiiie  foe,  successfully  accomplished  without  the  loss  of  a 
man,  a  gun,  or  a  caisson.  In  this,  as  in  all  llie  other  battles  of  this  heart* 
rending  war,  the  Sanitary  Commission,  with  its  nurses,  stores,  and  sur- 
geons, was  first  on  the  ground  to  bring  reli^  and  salvation  from  death.  In 
twelve  hours  after  the  reception  of  the  report  of  the  battle,  a  propeller  was 
chartered,  ladai  with  stores,  and,  carrying  a  relief  party  of  elev^  sailed 
on  Sunday  evening  for  Aquia  Creek*  They  found  the  wounded  men  suffer^ 
ing  much  from  the  severity  of  the  cold ;  no  stoves  had  arrived  from  the  hos* 
pital-tents,  and  the  supply  of  army  blankets  was  exhausted.  Eighteen 
hundred  blankets  and  over  nine  hundred  quilts  were  at  once  distributed 
to  the  shivering  sufferers.  In  one  week  the  Commission  issued,  solely 
to  hospitals,  sixteen  barreb  of  dried  fruit,  ten  boxes  of  soda^srackers,  six 
barrels  of  cra<^rs,  and  nearly  one  thousand  pounds  of  oono^itrated  milk* 

As  soon  as  the  wounded  were  in  a  state  to  be  transported  without 
dangw,  they  were  removed  from  the  field  hospitals  to  the  general  hospitals 
in  Washington  and  Point  Lookout — a  dreary,  sad,  jarring  journey,  from  the 
ambulance  to  the  cars,  and  from  the  cars  to  the  steamboat  Here,  eiao^ 
came  in  the  mercies  of  the  Conmiission.  At  Aquia  Creek,  where  the 
transfer  was  made  from  the  cars  to  the  steamboat,  a  building  was  erected 
for  distribution  of  supplies,  and  for  shelter;  in  which,  on  the  first  night 
after  its  erection,  six  hundred  men  took  their  comf(»iable  and  comforting 
supper.  Each  night,  a  hundred  men,  too  feeble  to  go  on  immediately, 
slept  and  were  refreshed  under  this  hospitable  roof,  and  nourished  by 
kind  and  Christian  hands.  On  the  25th  of  December,  only  twelve  days 
after  the  battle,  the  last  man  was  removed.  The  Sanitary  agents  struck 
their  tents,  and  turned  their  steps  to  meet  the  next  cry  for  succor.  So  Idng^ 
as  the  history  of  this  war  is  read  among  men,  so  long  will  the  names  of  the 
Christian  men  and  women  who  have  labored  in  and  with  tiie  Commissicm 
be  held  in  higlTand  tender  honor. 

It  would  require  a  volume  to  record  the  individual  and  regimental  acts 
of  heroism  displayed  in  this  memorable  battle.  As  the  rebek  fought,  as 
usual,  in  comparative  safety  behind  their  intrenchments,  they  had  but 
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Htde  oecasion  to  display  that  valor  which,  beyond  all  controversy,  they 
poesasaed.  But  never  was  the  bravery  of  soldiers  bronght  to  a  more  severe 
ovdeal  than  that  to  which  the  Union  troops  were  exposed. 

General  French's  Division,  which  led  the  fatal  charge  on  the  works  back 
of  the  town,  a  colonin  of  seven  thousand  men,  recrossed  the  pontoons  on 
Monday  night  with  twenty-two  hundred. 

The  Irish  Brigade,  under  General  Meagher,  which  went  into  the  action 
on  Saturday  one  thousand  two  hundred  strong,  mustered  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing but  two  hundred  and  eighty  men. 

The  Thirteenth  New  Hampshire,  and  part  of  the  Twenty-fifth  New 
Jersey,  reached  a  point  nearer  to  the  stone  wall  than  was  reached  by  any 
other  troops.  Their  colonel,  A.  F.  Stevens,  in  his  official  report,  says : — 
^^  Behind  that  wall,  and  in  riflerpits  on  its  flanks,  were  posted  the  enemy's 
inliEuitxy,  aooording  to  their  statements  four  ranks  deep,  and  on  the  hUl,  a 
few  yards  above,  lay  in  ominous  silence  their  death-dealing  artillery.  It 
was  while  we  were  moving  steadily  forward  that  with  one  startling  crash, 
with  one  simultaneous  sheet  of  fire  and  flune,  they  hurled  on  our  advan- 
cing lines  the  whole  tarible  force  of  their  aitillery  and  infantry.  The- 
powder  from  their  musketry  burned  in  our  v^  faces,  and  the  breath  of 
tiieir  artillery  was  hot  upon  our  cheeks." 

The  Eighth  Connecticut  Regiment,  one  of  the  most  hercMc  bands  of 
men  who  ever  marched  beneath  a  battle-flag,  distinguished  itself  upon  this, 
occasion,  as  upon  all  others,  fbr  great  bravery  and  endurance.  On  the 
morning  of  Friday,  ninety  of  its  members  responded  to  the  call  for  volun- 
teers to  lay  the  bridges,  from  which  the  engineers  had  been  again  and 
again  repulsed  with  terrific  slaughter.  One  of  the  first  to  come  forward 
was  the  heroic  chaplain  of  the  regiment,  the  Bev.  John  M.  Morris.  They 
laid  one  breadth  of  the  bridge  under  a  very  severe  fire,  and  were  then 
ordered  to  retire  by  the  engineer  oflScer  in  charge  of  the  construction* 

During  the  entire  day,  one  of  the  signal-oflicers  was  stationed  on  the 
roof  of  a  house  in  Fredericksburg.  The  shot  and  shells  from  the  gans  of 
friends  and  foes  rained  over  and  around  him,  but  he  continued  his  task 
omnoved,  signalling  conspicuoudy  with  his  flags^  land  ni^bt  found  him 
unlitirt. 
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PuBUO  QBrmaxn  w  thb  Bordbb  STATBa— Govbbnob  MAflOffw.— HIb  Triasoit.— Patriot- 

ISH  OF  THB  PbOPLB. — HlROlSH  Of  B0U8SBAU  AND  WaLLACV. — NO^B  ADMIBB6  OV  JO8BPH 

Holt. — ^Dba^^^^  of  tbb  Liras. — Gubbbilla''  BAHsa>— BATAcng  op  Hoboan<-^athkbin€I 

FOB  THB  WAB.-*IxnrASION  OF  THB  StATB^*-BaTTLB  OF  BlOHMOND,   KbKTUCKT. 

Wb  mtiBt  leare  our  anmes  atmggling  in  Yirginia)  to  contemplate  the 
progress  oi  the  war  in  the^West*  The  rebel  coi»piratorB,  in  the  commence- 
ment of  tb^  traitorous  enterprise^  had  made  the  most  earnest^  though 
secret  eflForts,  to  carry  the  border  slaveholding  State  of  Kentucky  with 
them.  The  slareholding  aristocracy  of  Kentucky,  dreading  the  pro- 
gressive influence  of  free  institutions,  were  determined  at  every  hazard  to 
convey  the  State  over  to  the  great  slaveholding  obligarchy  which  was  to 
be  established  in  the  South.  But  the  masses  of  the  people  were  in  favor 
of  the  Union.  Yet  they  had.  been  so  operated  upon  by  their  ambitious 
and  unscrupuloud  leaders,  that  they  were,  as  a  body,  not  very  ardent  in 
their  Union  feelings.  In  the  slaveholding  section  of  our  country — vastly 
more  than  in  those  sections  where  sehook,  and  churches,  and  lyceums,  and 
a  prolific  press  enlighten  the  community — the  masses  of  the  people  are 
guided  by  a  few  leaders.  It  is  confidently  asserted,  by  those  best  acquainted 
with  the  facts,  that  ten  men  in  the  BlavdM>lding  South  had  attained  such 
ocmtrol,  that  they  could  with  ease  have  arrested  this  bloody  rebellion,  and 
kave  raised  shouts  for  &e  Union  from  the  lips  of  those  very  men  whom 
they  hurled  so  mercilessly  against  the  arms  of  the  National  Government. 

The  slaveholders  of  Kentucky  had  succeeded  in  placing  a  thorough 
traitor,  B.  Magoffin,  entirely  pledged  to  their  purposes,  in  the  gubernatorial 
chair.  When  the  rebels  made  their  infamous  attack  upon  Fort  Sumter, 
and  were  preparing  to  march  for  the  capture  of  Washington,  and  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  called  for  the  patriot  troops  to  hasten  to  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Capital,  this  perjured  traitor,  who  had  taken  a  solemn  oath 
to  maintain  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  replied : — 

"  Tour  dispatch  is  received.  In  answer,  I  say  emphatically,  Kentucky 
will  furnish  no  troops  for  the  wicked  purpose  of  subduing  her  sister 
Southern  States." 

This  traitorous  response  did  not  carry  with  it  the  sympathy  of  the  noble- 
hearted  yeomanry  of  the  State.  Immediately  the  lines  b^an  to  be  dis- 
tinctly drawn  between  the  rebels  and  the  patriots.  The  "  National  Union,** 
published  at  Winchester,  Kentucky,  commenting  upon  this  action  of  the 
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Oovemor,  expressed  the  sentiments  of  a  large  inajoritj  of  the'people  in  til* 
following  words : — 

"  Mark  what  we  say.  Any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Ooyemment  of 
the  State,  or  any  one  else,  to  put  Kentucky  out  of  the  Unicm,  is  an  act  of 
treason  against  Kentucky.  It  is  therefore  lawful  to  resist  any  such  ordi*' 
nance.    We  hope  that  we  now  are  fully  understood  thus  far."* 

Within   four  weeks  after  the  fall  of  Sumter,  notwithstandiiig  the 
treacherous  action  of  the  Governor,  fourteen  companies  of  Kentuckians, 
from  the  northern  border  counties,  tendered  their  services  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,  through  Colonel  T.  V,  Guthrie.    Ten  were  accepted,  with  orders 
to  encamp  on  the  Ohio  side  of  the  river.     Governor  Magoffin,  disappointed 
in  his  plan  of  carrying  the  State  over  to  the  rebels,  as  the  next  best  step  to 
favor  their  cause,  endeavored  to  maintain  a  position  of  neutrality.     On  the 
SOth  of  May,  1861,  he  issued  a  proclamation  forbidding  the  citizens  of 
Kentucky  from  assisting  ^^  either  of  the  belligerent  parties."    Assuming 
that  the  rebels  were  entitled  to  be  recognized  as  an  independent  nation, 
with  lawful  claim  to  the  mouths  of  the  Mississippi,  and  to  all  the  United 
States  forts  and  territories  which  they  had  seized,  he  said,  ^^  I  especially 
forbid  all  citizens  of  Kentucky,  whether  incorporated  in  the  State  Guard 
or  otherwise,  making  any  hostile  demonstrations  against  any  of  the  aforen 
said  sovereignties^^    In  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  this  unpatriotic  proc- 
lamation, the  slaveholding  Senate  of  the  State  immediately  passed  a 
decree  that  the  State  "  will  not  sever  her  relations  with  the  National  Gov- 
ernment, nor  take  up  arms  for  either  belligerent  party.^^    This  tricky  and 
truckling  spirit  excited  the  contempt  it  merited,  in  every  magnanimous 
mind.     There  is  a  certain  degree  of  respect  which  every  one  feels  for 
Milton's  DeviL    He  had  at  least  the  virtues  of  boldness  opeii  and  avowed* 
But  for  conduct  like  this — alike  perfidious,  hypocritical,  and  dastardly — one 
can  cherish  no  other  sentiments  than  those  of  unmitigated  scorn.    The 
Hon.  Joseph  Holt,  one  of  the  noblest  of  the  sons  of  Kentucky,  aiid  one  of 
the  most  illustrious  men  in  the  councils  of  the  nation,  addressed,  in  this 
crisis,  the  citizens  of  his  native  State,  in  an  appeal  from'  which  we  take  the 
following  extracts : — 

^^  The  Legislature,  it  seems,  has  determined,  by  resolution,  that  the  State^ 
pending  this  unhappy  war,  shall  occupy  neutral  ground.  I  would  as  soon 
think  of  being  neutral  in  a  contest  between  an  officer  of  justice  and  an 
incendiary,  arrested  in  the  attempt  to  fire  the  dwelling  over  my  head.  The 
Executive  of  the  State  has  forbidden  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
from  marching  troops  across  her  territory.  This  is,  in  no  sense,  a  neutral 
step,  but  one  of  aggressive  hostility.  The  troops  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment have  as  clear  a  constitutional  right  to  pass  over  the  soil  of  Kentucky,^ 
as  they  have  to  march  along  the  streets  of  Washington. 
)  ^^  The  conspirators  who  set  this  revolution  on  foot,  while  affecting  to 
despise  these  (border)  States,  as  not  sufficiently  intensified  in  their  devotion 
to  African  servitude,  knew  that  they  could  never  succeed  in  their  treason* 

^  The  ^LoaisrOle  (Eentadcy)  Journal,'^  in  one  of  its  characteristic  witticisms,  sajs,  *'TIi» 
•eoessionists  ask,  '  Where  will  Kentuckj  go?'  When  the  countryman  was  asked,  *  Where  does 
ttOs  railroAd  go?*  be  answered,  *The  road  don*tgo  at  all'    Kentuekj  wont  'go.*    Shellftey."-  j 
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4ble  enterprise  without  tlieir  Bupport.  It  is  in  yain  for  them  to  declare 
that  they  only  wish  ^to  be  let  alone.'  Should  a  rufSan  meet  me  in  the 
streets,  and  seek,  with  an  axe,  to  hew  an  arm  or  a  leg  from  my  body,  I  would 
not  the  less  resist  him  because,  as  a  dishonored  and  helpless  trunk,  I  might 
perchance  survive  the  mutilation.  It  is  easy  to  perceive  what  ieAal  resets 
to  the  old  Confederacy  would  foUow,  should  the  blow  now  struck  at  its 
integrity  ultimately  triumph. 

*^  The  war  begun  is  being  prosecuted  by  the  Confederate  States  in  a 
temper  as  fierce  and  unsparing  as  that  whidi  characterizes  confiicts  between 
the  most  hostile  nations.  Letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  are  being  granted 
to  all  who  seek  them,  so  that  our  coasts  will  soon  swarm  with  these  piratical 
m^uisersy  as  the  President  has  properly  denounced  them.  Every  buccaneer 
who  desires  to  rob  American  commerce  upon  the  ocean,  can,  for  the  asking, 
obtain  a  warrant  to  do  so,  in  the  name  of  the  new  republic.  To  crown 
all,  large  bodies  of  Indians  have  been  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
revolutionary  States,  and  are  now  conspicuous  in  the  ranks  of  the  Southern 
army.  A  leading  North  Carolina  journal,  noting  their  stalwart  frames 
and  unerring  markmanship,  observes,  with  an  exultation  positively  fiendish, 
that  they  are  armed  not  only  with  the  rifle,  but  also  with  acdlping^cnif^ 
mid  tomahawk. 

"  Popular  government  does  indeed  rest  upon  the  consent  of  the  gov- 
erned— not  of  ally  hvi  of  a  majority  of  the  governed.  Criminals  are  every 
day  punished,  certainly  against  their  wiU.  When  I  look  upon  this  bright 
land,  a  few  months  si^ce  so  prosperous,  so  tranquil,  and  so  free,  and  now 
behold  it  desolated  by  war,  and  the  firesides  of  its  thirty  millions  of  peo- 
ple darkened,  and  their  bosoms  wrung  with  anguish,  and  know,  as  I  do, 
that  all  this  is  the  work  of  a  score  or  two-  of  meriy  who,  over  all  this 
National  ruin  and  despair,  are  preparing  to  carve,  with  the  sword,  the  way 
to  seats  of  permanent  power,  I  cannot  but  feel  that  they  are  accumulating 
upon  their  souls  an  amount  of  guilt  hardly  equalled  in  all  the  atrocities 
of  treason  and  of  homicide,  that  have  degraded  the  annals  of  our  race 
from  the  foundation  of  the  world. 

^^  Kentucky  may  be  assured  that  this  conflict,  which  is  out  of  self- 
defence,  will  be  pursued  on  the  part  of  the  Government  in  the  paternal 
spirit  in  which  a  father  seeks  to  reclaim  his  erring  offspring.  No  conquest, 
no  effusion  of  blood,  is  sought.  In  sorrow,  not  in  anger,  the  prayer  of 
all  is,  that  the  end  may  be  reached  without  loss  of  life  or  waste  of  prop- 
erty. Among  the  most  powerful  instrumentalities  relied  on  for  the 
reestablishment  of  the  authority  of  the  Government,  is  that  of  the  Union 
sentiment  of  the  South,  sustained  by  a  liberated  press.  It  is  now  trodden 
to  the  earth  under  a  reign  of  terrorism,  which  has  no  parallel  but  in  the 
worst  days  of  the  French  Bevolution.  In  the  seceded  States,  no  man 
expresses  an  opinion  opposed  to  the  revolution,  but  at  the  hazard  of  his 
life  and  property.  A  few  days  since,  one  of  the  United  States  Senators 
frx)m  Yirginia  published  a  manifesto,  in  which  he  announces,  with  oracu- 
lar solemnity  and  severity,  that  all  citizens  who  would  not  vote  for 
secession,  but  were  in  favor  of  the  Union,  must  leave  the  Statb. 
These  words  have  in  them  decidedly  the  crack  of  the  overseer's  whip. 
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TInj  Senator  evidenfly  treats  Virgima  as  a  great  negro-quarter,  in  which 
the  lash  is  the  appropriate  emblem  of  anthoritj,  and  the  only  argomerit 
he  will  condescend  to  use.  But  however  the  fr^^nen  from  other  parts  of 
the  State  may  abase  themselves,  under  the  exercise  of  this  insolent  and 
pro0criplive  tyranny,  should  the  Senator  with  this  scourge  of  slaves  en- 
deavor to  drive  the  people  of  Western  Virginia  from  their  homes,  I  will 
only  say,  in  the  language  of  the  narrative  of  G{l{>in's  Bide— 
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Hay  I  be  there  to  see.' 


"  The  TTnion  men  of  the  South,  believed  to  be  in  the  majority  of  every 
seceded  State,  except  perhaps  South  Carolina,  aided  by  the  presence  of 
the  Government,  will  be  folly  equal  to  the  emergency.  Let  us,  then, 
twine  each  thread  of  the  glorious  tissue  of  our  country's  flag  about  our 
heart-strings,  and  let  us  resolve  that,  come  weal  or  woe,  we  will,  in  life 
and  death,  now  and  forever,  stand  by  the  Stars  and  Stripes.  If  this  banner, 
the  emblem,  for  us,  of  all  that  is  grand  in  human  history,  and  all  that  is 
transporting  in  human  hope,  is  to  be  sacrificed  on  the  altars  of  a  satanic 
ambition,  then  will  I  feel  that  henceforth  we  shall  be  wanderers  and  out- 
casts, with  naught  but  the  bread  of  sorrow  and  penury  for  our  lips,  and 
with  hands  ever  outstretched,  in  feebleness  and  supplication,  on  which,  in 
any  hour,  a  military  tyrant  may  rivet  the  fetters  of  a  despairing  bondage/' 
,  Among  the  heroic  men  in  Kentucky  who  stood  nobly  for  the  Union, 
and  who  are  thus  entitled  to  a  nation's  gratitude,  the  name  of  the  Hon. 
Lovell  H.  Bousseau  should  be  mentioned  with  especial  honor.  In  the 
Senate  of  the  State,  on  the  2lBt  of  May,  he  made  a  bold,  patriotic,  and 
eloquent  speech  in  behalf  of  the  Union,  and  aftei-wards  still  more  heroi- 
cally maintained  his  words,  as  a  general  in  the  National  army. 

Early  in  June,  the  secessionists  in  Kentucky  established  a  camp  at 
EHicott's  Mills,  ten  miles  from  Cairo.  General  Prentiss  sent  two  com- 
panies of  Union  troops  and  dispersed  them.  The  slaveholders  of  Ken- 
tucky, who  were  in  sympathy  with  the  South,  and  yet  opposed  to  the  civil 
vrsx  the  South  was  inaugurating,  called  a  convention  of  the  Border  States, 
to  meet  in  Frankfort,  Kentucky,  about  the  middle  of  this  month.  A  few 
men  from  Kentucky  and  Missouri  alone  attended.  The  remedy  they 
proposed,  by  which  to  quell  the  rising  storm,  shows  how  utterly  incapable 
they  were  of  appreciating  the  real  nature  of  the  tempest  which  had  so  long 
been  brewing.  In  the  earnest  appeal,  in  many  respects  highly  creditable 
to  their  humane  and  moral  feelings,  which  they  addressed  first  to  the  people 
of  Kentucky,  and  then  to  all  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  they 
said: — 

"  AH  the  Slave  States,  except  four,  are  arrayed  in  hostility  to  the 
General  Government,  and  are  demanding  that  the  Confederation  which 
they  have  formed  shall  be  recognized  as  a  separate  sovereign  nation.  Our 
present  purpose  does  not  require  us  to  discuss  the  propriety  of  the  acts  of 
these  States.  Yet  it  may  be  proper  for  us  to  say,  that  they  find  no  war- 
rant, in  any  known  principle  of  our  Government,  and  no  justification  in 
the  facts  existing  when  they  seceded.  It  is  proper  for  us  to  say  that,  in 
our  opinion,  the  Constitution  delegates  to  no  one  department  xy{  the 
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Goveminent,  nor  to  all  of  them  oombined,  the  powdr  to  -  deetroy  ^ 
Government  itself,  as  would  be  done  by  the  division  of  the  cotintry  into 
separate  confederacies;  and  that  the  obligation  exists  to  maintain  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  to  preserve  the  Union  unimpaired." 

After  making  these  senmble  and  honest  lulmissions,  they  then  had  the 
audacjty  to  recommend  Kentucky  to  lend  the  National  GovempiQnt  no 
assistance  whatever  in  the  endeavc»*  to  maintain  its  authority.  They 
advised  the  people  of  Kentucky  to  remain  neutral,  and  look  quietly  on, 
while  the  burglars  fired  the  National  edifice.  On  the  other  hand,  they 
entreated  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  yield  to  the  demands  o(  the 
slaveholders,  and  to  win  the  slave^olding  rebels  back,  by  so  amending  our 
free  Constitution  as  to  make  it  the  great  bulwark  of  slavery.  To  this 
strange  address,  penned  with  an  earnestness  of  sincerity  which  commands 
respect,  the  honored  names  of  J.  J.  Crittenden  and  James  Guthrie  are 
annexed.  It  is  ^^  an  attitude  worthy  of  a  great  people,"  they  say  to  the 
Kentnckians,  ^^  to  take  no  part  in  the  controversy  between  the  Government 
and  the  seceded  States,  but  that  of  mediator  and  intercessor."  A  more 
ignominious  position,  under  the  circumstances,  a  gallant  people  could  not 
be  placed  in.  The  convention  had  admitted  that  there  was  no  excuse  for 
the  action  of  the  rebels,  and  that  the  Government  was  bound  to  maintain 
its  integrity.  And  where  there  is  a  right  and  a  wrong,  that  man  is  con- 
temptible who  does  not  espouse  the  right  and  assail  the  wrong. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Breckinridge,  of  Danville,  Kentucky,'  one  of  the 
most  influential  men  in  the  State,  alike  distinguished  for  his  ability  as  a 
preacher  and  for  the  statesmanlike  character  of  his  mind,  espoused  the 
cause  of  the  Union,  and  in  .many  able  ajq)eals  to  his  countrymen,  exerted 
a  powerful  influence  in  saving  the  State  from  the  crime  of  rebellion.  Dr. 
Breckinridge  is  uncle  to  John  C.  Breckinridge,  who  was  one  of  the  can- 
didates for  the  Presidency,  and  who  so  traitorously  passed  over  to  the 
rebeb. 

On  the  10th  of  June,  General  S.  B.  Buckner,  Inspector-General  o^ 
Kentucky,  made  the  remarkable  statement,  in*  an  official  dispatch  to 
Governor  Magoffin,  that  he  had  entered  into  a  treaty  stipulatipn  with 
General  George  B.  McClellan,  then  ii\  copamand  of  the  United  States 
troops  north  of  the  Ohio  River,  by  which  General  McCSellan  agreed  to 
respect  the  neutrality  of  Kentucky,  ^^  even  though  the  Southern  States 
should  occupy  it.  B^t  in  the  latter  case,  he  will  call  upon  the  authorities 
of  Kentucky  to  remove  the  Southern  forces  from  our  territory."  Should 
the  State  fail  to  move  them,  then  General  McClellan  was  to  have  the  right 
to  enter  the  State.  Under  the  shield  of  this  neutrality.  General  Buckner 
began  to  collect  forces  at  Columbus,  where  soon  they  blockaded  the  HLm-^ 
sissippL  General  McClellan,  however,  on  the  26th,  in  a  dispatch  to  an 
officer  in  the  navy,  stated  that  his  interview  with  General  Buckner  was 
private  and  personal — ^that  it  was  repeatedly  solicited,  and  that  he  gave  no 
pledge  whatever,  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  at  Washington,  that  the 
United  States  troops  should  not  enter  Kentucky.  The  only  result  of  the 
interview,  as  he  understood  it,  was,  that  Confederate  troops  should  l>e 
confined  to  Confederate  soil,  so  far  as  Kentucky  was  concerned. 
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All  this  triffing  Bo<m  disappeared,  and,  in  the  majestic  rising  of  the 
American  nation,  all  time-servers  and  pretended  nentrals  were  driren  to 
the  camp  of  the  rebeh  or  to  the  flag  of  our  nationality.  In  all  those  States 
in  which  there  was  no  slavery,  nineteen  in  number,  with  unanimitj  afanost 
unparalleled,  twenty  millions,  renouncing  all  factions,  rallied  to  proteet 
the  life  of  the  nation  fi*om  the  dagger-thrust  of  trait<Nfs.  A  large  propor* 
tion  of  the  four  millions  of  white  persons  in  the  five  Border  States  espoused 
the  National  cause.  In  Kentucky,  more  than  in  any  other  of  the  Border 
Btates,  the  lines  were  tensely  drawn.  Families  were  everywhere  divided. 
The  young  men,  reckless,  adventurous,  and  inspired  with  the  novelty  of 
creating  a  new  nation,  in  which  they  might  occupy  posts  of  hcmor,  flocked 
across  the  frontier  into  the  rebellious  States,  or  crowded  into  intrenched 
camps,  within  the  neutral  State,  where  they  invited  the  hordes  of  JeflL 
Davis  to  come  to  their  aid. 

Early  in  July,  General  Halleck  resigned  his  eommand  of  the  Aimy  'of 
the  West,  and,  on  the  2Sd  of  the  same  month,  assumed  the  petition  of 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Armies  of  the  United  States.  General  Grant 
was  placed  again  at  the  head  of  the  forces  in  and  about  Oorinth.  General 
Bnell,  a  month  earlier,  had  moved,  with  his  ana^^  along  the  line*  of  the 
redlroads  towards  Chattanooga.  General  Mitchlft4lad  been  recalled,  and 
was  impatiently  awaiting  assignment  to  some  n^:|>ost  of  duty.*  The 
disastrous  battles  before  Richmond  had  opened  the  SeHy  for  a  general  rebel 
advance,  and  the  rebels  resolved  upon  a  bold  mareh  for  the  border,  that  diey 
might  transfer  the  field  of  battle  to  Northern  sdill  A  combined  move- 
ment was  made,  for  this  purpose,  to  push  by  the  Nati^fial  armies,  gain  their 
rear,  secure  the  fall  crops  of  Kentucky  and  Northern  Virginia,  and,  if  possi- 
ble, to  penetrate  the  Nordiem  States.  >^'^' 

In  pursuance  of  this  plan.  General  Lee  advanced  D^Om  Bichmond  as 
soon  as  General  MeClellan  commenced  his  retreat  from  thti  fatal  swamps  of 
the  Chickahominy.  Having  fought  the  successful  battles  of  Centreville  and 
Manassas,  he  crossed  the  Potomac,  invaded  Pennsylvania,  and*  at  length, 
being  repulsed  in  the  battles  of  South  Mountain  and  Antiotam,  abandoned 
^  attempt  to  maintain  a  position  on  Noithem  soil,  and  retreated  once 
taore  beyond  the  Bapidan.  While  these  events,  elsewhere  recorded,  were 
taking  place  in  the  East,  a  combined  movement  was  made  under  the  rebel 
Generals  Smith,  Kirby,  Bragg,  and  Van  Dom,  to  invade  Kentucky,  and,  if 
possible,  to  get  possession  of  Louisville  and  Cincinnati.  The  prosecution 
of  this  movement  gave  rise  to  the  battles  of  Biehmond  (Kentucky),  Tazewell, 
Mumfordsville,  Perryville,  luka,  and  Corinth.  At  one  time  it  seriously 
threatened  to  more  than  counterbalance  the  victories  of  Fort  Heniy,  Fort 
Donelson,  Pit^burg  Landing,  and  Corinth.  To  these  movemmig  we  must 
now  direct  the  reader's  attention. 

The  National  armies  had  advanced  far  south  of  Kentucky,  and  the 
State  was  still  nominally  attached  to  the  Union.  A  large  majority  of  her 
citizens  were  loyal;  no  Confederate  forces  occupied  any  portion  of  her 
territory,  imd  she  had  contributed  her  full  quota  to  the  Nati(mal  arm;;^ 

^ftft  Moonnt  of  General  MilGlieri  oampaiga,  see  YoL  L»  Oh.  zzi 
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Still  the  Bnfortnnate  Border  State  wan  not  free  fi*om  the  oim»  of  dvil  war. 
Many  of  her  citizens  -were  warm  adherents  of  the  rebd  oauBe*  Many  of 
her  yoongmen  had  enlisted  in  the  rebel  armies.  Her  Goyemor,  Mago£B% 
was  an  fll-disgnised  friend  of  the  rebellion.  The  State  was  iiill  of  gner' 
nlla  bands,  who,  under  pretenee  of  serving  the  rebel  eanse^  plundered  and 
murdered  indiscriminately  on  their  own  aoeount. 

These  reoldess  gangs  of  robbers,  in  citizens'  clothes,  mounted  on  the 
best  of  Kentucky  horses,  which  they  exchanged^  as  soon  as  worn  out,  for 
the  best  they  could  find  in  the  stables  ei  enemies  or  ^ends,  could  not 
easily  have  been  arrested  and  punished  even  under  the  most  energetic  and 
loyal  administration.  They  were  quite  safe  under  the  timid  and  tempori- 
zing policy  of  a  Governor  who  was  neither  loyal  enough  to  punish  treason, 
nor  bold  enough  openly  to  join  that  traitorous  cause  with  which  in  heart 
he  was  apparently  in  sympathy.  * 

Chief  among  these  marauders  was  one  John  Morgan,  whose  energy, 
reckless  daring,  and  apparent  ubiquity,  made  him  an  object  of  universal 
dread.     No  families,  placing  their  heads   upon  their   pillows  at  night, 
knew  whether  the  guerrillas  might  not  be  upon  them  before  morning. 
Growing  bolder  by  success,  and  inoreaaii^  by  natural  accretions  of  all 
^^  lewd  fellows  of  the  baser  sort,"  they  proceeded  from  plundering  private 
dwellings  and  burning. bridges,  to  attfteking  small  towns.    On  the  12th  of 
July,  1862,  Moi^an,  with  his  gang,  took  possession  of  the  town  of  Leb- 
anon, after  a  brief  resistance  by  ai^  extemporized  band  of  home  guards. 
His  force  increased  at  length  to  quite  a  fonnidaUe  army.    With  tw^ity- 
two  thousand  men  he  advanced  upon  Cynthiana.    The  place  was  defended 
only  by  a  home  guard  of  three  hundred  and  forty  men,  entirdy  undiscd- 
plined.    They  made,  however,  a  heroic  resistance,  and  were  not  ovei^- 
powered  until  a  large  number  of  the  rebels  had  been  slain.    ^N'o  instance 
in  the  war  exhibits  greater  courage  than  the  truly  chivalrous  deftmoe  of 
Cynthiana.    The  little  band  of  patriots  were  commpnded  by  lieutenant- 
Colonel  J.  J.  Landrum,  whose  coolness  and  bravery  soured  for  him  a  po- 
sition in  the  first  rank  of  h^foic  men.    Shortly  after  this,  a  band  of  guer- 
rillas took  possession  of  Henderson,  on  the  Ohio  River.    Anoth^  band 
crossed  the  river^  and  plundered  Newbuig,  ia  Indiana,    l^ese  prowling 
gangs  kept  the  border  in  a  continual  state  of  ferment.    Alarms  in  the 
river  towns  were  of  constant  occurrence.    Hmne  guards  were  everywhere, 
formed.    Citizens  repeatedly  patrolled  the  streets  all  night,  in  antic»pft->* 
tion  of  an  attack,  such  as  their  anoest(Nrs  encountered  from  the  savages  of! 
the  forest  with  torch  and  tomahawk.     Mcmth  after  month  these  disoKiem 
rapidly  increased.    Like  the  mist  of  the  morning,  the  rebd  gang  disperaed 
upon  the  approadb  of  any  hostile  force,  only  to  make  their  unexpected  ap. 
pearance  upon  some  other  spot.  \ 

In  August  an  extra  session  of  the  L^islature  was  called  by  th4  GK>v- 
onor,  at  the  request  of  prominent  citizens,  to  consider  the  c<»iditi(m|of  tbe 
State^  It  was  at  once  a^>arent  that  there  could  be  no  harmoixy  of 
action  between  the  Governor  and  the  Legislature,  and  the  Govfonory 
to  the  great  relief  of  the  loyal  commimity,^  was  induced  to  ipsigiu 
James  F.  Bobinson,  a  Union  man,  was  elected  in  his  place.    iLiiiong 


other  fiibjeots  consideared  at  {his  06B8ion  iras  the  plan  {^ropoted  by  Presi- 
dent linoohi  fbr  the  gradual  emaneipation  of  tiiie  daves.  The  philanthrop- 
ic plan  was  not  accepted.  The  Legislature,  most  of  whose  members  were 
personally  mterested  in  the  institution  which  ccHnpels  poor  men  to  work 
for  rich  men  without  wages,  had  the  boldness  to  deny  that  slavery  was  the 
cause  of  the  war,  and  refused  to  consent  to  its  abolition.  This  result  Gt>d 
oyemiled  for  good.  He  had  better  plans  in  store  tor  the  South  than 
gradual  and  lingering  emancipation.  Scarcely  a  year  after  this  passed 
away,  ere  MiiBouri,  Tenneseee,  Maryland,  and  Loniriana  we  caUing  aload 
for  the  immediate  abolition  of  slavery.  It  cannot  be  that  the  soil  which 
covers  the  remains  of  Henry  Olay  will  long  be  tilled  by  unpaid  laborers. 

The  rapid  increase  of  guerrilla  operations  at  this  time,  especially  in 
Eastern  Kentucky,  indicated  some  hostile  movements  of  a  more  serious 
character.  Bumors  of  invasion  began  to  be  repeated  through  the  publie 
press,  and  to  gain  credence  from  those  who  had  previously  scouted  the 
idea.  It  was  said  that  John  Morgan,  with  a  large  band,  was  approaching 
Frankfort,  the  capital  of  the  State.  About  the  middle  of  August  it  became 
known  that  the  rebel  general,  E.  Kirby  Smith,  with  a  well-oi^nized 
force,  was  advancing  into  the  State  ftt>m  EnoxviUe,  Tennessea  Cumber- 
land Gup  was  in  possession  of  the  National  forces  under  General  G^rge 
W.  Morgan.*  The  rebels  first  made  an  attempt  to  drive  him  from  hii 
position.  They  attacked  his  advance  at  Taeewell.  Being  repulsed,  they 
abandoned  the  purpose,  if  indeed  they  had  ever  entertained  it,  of  entmng 
Kentucky  through  Cumberland  Gap,  and  turning  to  the  west,  passed  over 
a  difficult  mountain  road,  at  a  point  known  as  Big  Creek  Gap. 

As  eariy  as  the  9th  of  August,  General  Morgan  dispatdied  to  Governor 
Johnson  intelligence  that  it  was  rumored  that  Kentucky  was  about  to  be 
invaded,  and  that  General  Smith  had  already  crossed  the  mountains  and 
entered  the  State.  Almost  simultaneously  came  the  news  that  General 
Bragg  had  slipped  past  General  Buell,  and  was  marching  for  the  North. 
At  the  same  time  the  entire  country  was  watering,  with  the  most  intense 
anxiety,  the  movements  of  the  two  armies  in  the  East.  General  Lee  was 
then  rushing  forward,  by  forced  marches,  to  attack  General  Pope  before 
General  McClellan,  who  was  proverbially  slow  in  his  movements,  could 
join  him  from  the  Peninsula. 

On  the  1st  of  July,  the  President,  by  ^ct  of  Congress,  had  called  for 
three  hundred  thousand  volunteers  to  serve  during  the  war.  These  were 
being  rapidly  recruited.  On  the  4th  of  August,  tibe  President,  by  procla- 
mation, cdled  for  three  hundred  thousand  more,  to  serve  for  nine  monthsi 
to  be  immediately  drafted.  The  danger  was  imminent,  not  merely  to  the 
capital  at  Washington,  but  to  the  entire  Northern  border.  To  withstand 
the  well-drilled  forces  of  Generals  Smith  and  Bragg,  marching  upon  Ken- 
tucky, there  was  no  organized  army — ^nothing  but  the  undisciplined,  unor- 
ganized forces  imder  the  President's  call  of  July.  F<»i;unately,  the  guber- 
natorial chairs  of  Ohio  and  Indiana  were  occupied  by  men  of  patriotism 
and  energy  equal  to  the  emergency.    It  is  impossible  to  speak  in  terms  of 

^  For  Aoooant  of  hia  diioomfiture  and  retrett  see  chaptor  on  EMtem  TennMsee. 
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too  high  praiae  of  these  distinguished  patriots.  GoYCmor  Morton,  of -Indi^ 
Ana,  merits  a  volume  devoted  to  his  own  e3q)loits.  The  whole  nation  felt 
the  power  of  his  loyal  energy.  The  whole  State  seemed  imbued  with  hig 
spirit.  Wherever  was  the  thickest  fight,  there  the  sddiers  of  Indiama  were 
/oond  in  the  advance.  Without  detracting  in  the  slightest  degree.  fix>m 
the  merits  and  the  achievements  of  the  loyal  Gbvemors  of  other  States, 
who  rendered  the  nation  priceless  services,  History  would  be  faithless  to 
her  trust  were  not  distinguished  honcff  rendered  to  Governor  Morton,  of 
Indiana*  He,  like  Governor  Andrew,  of  Massachqsetts,  and  Governor 
Buckingham^  of  Oonnecticut,  was  formed  upon  the  highest  model  of  earthly 
nobility.  And  they  were  all  faithful  to  the  nusaion  with  which  God  had 
intrusted  them. 

General  Lew.  Wallace,  one  of  our  most  unconditionally  loyal  ipid  heroic 
men,  had  been  relieved  firom  duty  on  the  field.  It  would  be  as  difficult  to 
assign  any  reason  for  this  act  of  the  War  Department,  'as  for  that  which 
had  allowed  at  different  times  Generals  Fremont,  Mitchel,  and  Bullet  to 
lie  idla  Unwilling  to  be  dmng  nothing  in  this  great  crisis  of  our.  J^ationai 
history.  General  Wallace  was  earnestly  engaged  in  holding  war  meetinga 
in  Indiana,  for  the  purpose  of  stimulating  volunteering,  when  the  news 
of  Eirby  Smith's  invasion  reached  his  ears.  With  diaracteristic  nobility, 
he  immediately  volunteered  to  take  conmiand,  as  odondy  of  any  of  the 
unoffieered  regiments  then  forming  in  the  State.  His  offer  was  accepted. 
In  less  than  twenty-four  hours  he  was  in  Louisville,  reporting  to  General 
Boyle  for  service.  General  Boyle  was  not  a  little  embarrassed.  Though 
in  command  of  the  forces  in  Kentucky,  he  ranked  as  brigadier-*generaL 
WaUace  was  major-g^eraL  Jor  a  brigadier-general. to  be  issuing  orders 
to  a  n>ajor-general  was  without  precedent  in  the  army.  The  circnmstancea 
were  also  without  precedent,  and  fortunately  Genend  Wallace  cared  less 
about  military  etiquette,than  about  his  country. 

General  Boyle  dispatched  him  to  Lexington,  and  gave  him  command 
of  all  the  forces  which  were  gathered  there.  They  were  raw  troops,  many 
of  whom  had  no^er  even  fired  a  gun.  In  many  instances  the  ofi&cers  were 
as  inexperienced  as  the  men.  General  Wallace  at  once  proceeded  to 
organize  these  forces.  He  drew  into  his  service,  either  as  captains  of  homo 
guards,  or  upon  his  staff,  some  of  the  most  prominent  men  of  EenUicky, 
tuch  as  John  J.  Crittenden,  Leslie  Ooombs,  and  Garrett  Davis.  The 
magic  of  these  names  caused  volunteers  by  hundreds  to  flock  to.  his  camp — 
keen-eyed  and  strong-limbed  Kentucky  riflemeo.  He  telegraphed  to  Ohio 
and  Indiana  for  additional  troops,  assembled  f,  corps  of  several  hundred 
n^oes,  armed  with  i^ades  and  picks,  and  perfected  his  plan  of  defence. 
To  attempt  to  oppose  the  veterans  of  Kirby  Smith  in  the  open  field  was 
no  part  of  his  design.  Keither  would  he  exhaust  the  energies  of  his  sol- 
diers, or  occupy  their  time,  so  important  for  drill,  by  employing  them  in 
the  labor  of  intrenching.  Bising  above  the  wretched  prejudices  of  the 
times,  which  would  allow  horses  and  mules,  but  not  colored  men,  to  serve 
the.  National  cause,  he  oiganized  an  effici^it  corps  of  men,  in  whose  veins 
flowed  commingled  Caucasian  and  Ethiopian  blood,  to  accompany  his  sol- 
diers and  relieve  them  of  the  toil  of  throwing  up  breastworks.    Posterity 


irill  be  alow  to  believe  diat,  in  the  nuwteenih  ^wntnrj,  prejudice  oonld  be 
0a  inTeterate  and  crazy,  that  it  required  great  moral  courage  to  employ 
colored  men  eyen  to  dig  ditchee  for  the  army.  No  cme,  as  yet,  ventured  to 
phu)e  a  mugket  in  the  hands  of  men  who  subeequently  proved  themaelyes 
to  be  quite  equal  to  Idieir  whiter  brothers  in  all  soldierly  and  heroic  quali*. 
ties.  Behind  the  breastworks  which  tiiete  dark-faced  allies  threw  up,  our. 
bold  but  jaexpeisenced  white  soldiers  were  invincible. 

We  blush  to  write  that  Genea*al  Wallace  was  not  permitted  to  carry 
out  his-  eminently  sagacious  and  eflbctive  plans.  Either  his  employment' 
of  colored  men  offended  the  sensitivenefls  of  some  in  power,  or,  as  is  charita* 
bly  to  be  hoped,  some  important  changes  in  the  organization  of  the  mill-' 
tary  department  caused  Us  removal.  For,  in  the  midst  of  these  exciting 
scenes,  the  States  of  Ohio,  Michigan,  TTkiia»a,  lUmois,  Missouri,  and 
Eastern  Kentucky  were  constitixted  a  military  district,  intitfed  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Ohio,  which  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  Genial  H.  G. 
Wri^t.  The  command  of  the  Army  of  Kentudcy  was  intrusted  to 
Major-General  Nelson.  Thus,  just  as  ihe  collision  of  the  two  armies  was 
at  hand,  and  while,  indeed,  G^eral  Wallaoe  was  writing  his  last  order, 
preparatary  to  taking  the  field,  be  was  superseded  by  General  Nelson* 
With  unswerving  patriotism,  which  merits  record,  he  offered  to  serve  nnder 
General  Nelson  in  any  capamty.  His  offer  was  declined,  and  General 
Lew.  Wallace,  with  patriotic  submission,  returned,  out  of  employment,  to^ 
Cincinnati.  His  plan  of  fighting  bdiind  breastworks  was  abandoned. 
His  corps  of  dark-com|dexioned  laborers  were  contemptuously  sent  away. 
The  inexperienced  recruits  were  drawn  out  in  the  open  field  to  withstand 
the  veterans  o>f  Kirby  Smith,  while  their  chosen  oommander,  at  whose  call 
they  had  so  enthusiastically  rallied,  was  compulsively  folding  his  hands, 
miles  away  from  the  sc^ie  of  conflict.  The  result  was  the  disastrous  bat- 
tle of  Richmond. 

Bichmond  is  a  small  village  south  of  the  Kentucky  Biver,  and  soudi- 
east  of  Frankfort.  In  the  vicinity  were  two  brigades  of  experienced 
troops,  under  Brigadier-Grenerals  M.  D.  Manson  and  CSiarles  Cnxft,  in  all 
abont  six  thousand  five  hundred  men.  It  was  known  that  the  enemy  were 
in  considerable  force  in  front,  but  their  numbers  could  not  be  accurately 
ascertained.  On  the  29th  of  August,  information  was  brought  to  General 
Manson  that  the  enemy  were  advancing  in  force.  As  his  camp  was  com- 
manded by  a  range  of  hills  on  the  south,  he  determined  not  to  allow  the 
enemy  to  occupy  them  without  a  struggle.  His  brigade  was  accordingly 
pressed  forward,  and  formed  in  line  of  battle ;  he  met  the  advance  of  the 
enemy,  who  were  endeavoring  to  occupy  the  hills,  and  drove  them  back 
in  disorder.  By  this  movement,  however,  he  placed  four  miles  between 
himself  and  the  second  brigade,  under  General  Cruft. 

The  next  morning  he  was  attacked  by  the  entire  force  of  the  rebels, 
under  Kirby  Smith.  General  Cruft,  informed  of  the  engagement  by  the 
roar  of  the  guns,  moved  up  to  his  support  without  awaiting  orders.  He 
found  the  battle  already  raging,  and  formed  his  raw  troops  in  line,  nnder 
heavy  fire,  a  difficult  and  perilous  feat  to  perform  even  with  veterans. 
The  National  troops  fought  bravely  against  a  foe  nearly  double  their  own 
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numbeiB.  Thej  had  no  advantages  in  position ;  they  could  easily  be  ont- 
flanked.  The  inexperienced  troops,  with  subordinate  officers  as  little  aecus* 
tomed  to  war  as  themselves,  though  they  fought  heroically^  could  not  be 
manoeuvred  in  the  midst  of  the  battle  so  as  to  meet  the  new  dispositions 
of  the  foe.  For  nearly  twenty-four  hours  they  maintained  their  ground  in 
as  brave  flght  as  the  war  has  witnessed. 

At  length  the  attempt  to  change  the  positicms  of  some  of  ihe  troops 
threw  them  into  confusion.    The  eagle-eyed  enemy  improved  the  occasion, 
and,  in  a  fierce  attack  upon  the  left  wing,  drove  it  back  in  disorder.    This 
was  followed  by  the  retreat  of  the  whole  army^  panic-stricken  and  routed. 
General  Cruft  formed  his  reserves  about  a  mile  in  the  rear,  and  succeeded 
in  checking  the  flight,  and  restoring  some  degree  of  order.    Here  a  new 
line  was  formed,  and  a  second  stand  was  made.    Again  the  reb^  exult- 
ant and  with  loud  dieers,  came  rushing  upon  the  left  flank.     An  imme- 
diate change  of  front  was  necessary ;  in  the  attempt  to  effect  it,  the  patriot 
troops  were  again  thrown  into  confoaon,  and,  panic-stricken,  fled  again  from 
the  fleld.     Generals  Hanson  and  Cruft  rode  forward  and  made  a  third 
attempt  to  rally  their  flying  troops,  and  form  a  new  line  of  defence  at 
Bichmond.    Just  at  this  juncture  General  Nelson  came  upon  the  scene. 
Under  the  combined  efforte  of  the  three  officers  the  third  line  was  formed ; 
but  it  was  impossible  to  hold  together  any  longer  the  remnants  of  this 
twice  defeated  armv. 

As  the  rebds,  with  their  accustomed  impetuosity,  advanced  to  the  chai^, 
the  line  again  broke,  the  rout  became  general,  and  the  (rflicers  were  swept 
away  upon  the  tumultuous  flood  of  their  panic-stricken  men ;  each  man 
saved  himself  as  best  he  could ;  the  rebel  cavalry  succeeded  in  gaining  the 
rear  of  the  fbgitive  army ;  nearly  half  of  the  patriot  army  were  taken  cap- 
tives ;  they  were,  however,  immediately  paroled,  as  the  rebels  had  scarcely 
food  sufficient  to  supply  the  wants  of  their  own  men.  General  Kelson 
escaped,  borne  from  the  field  with  a  severe  wound  in  the  thigh.*  General 
Cruft  collected  the  scattered  remnants  of  the  discomfited  troops  at  Lex- 
ington, and  thence  mardied  to  Louisville. 

^General  Nelton  repaired  to  Louiarflle,  where,  on  the  29th  of  September,  he  wma  shot  by 
Brigadier-General  Jefferson  G.  Davi^,  at  the  Gait  House,  in  a  nx>ment  of  ezasperaition  produced 
bj  groBslj  insulting  language  addressed  bj  General  Nelson  to  General  Davis,  his,  subordinate 
officer.  He  died  of  the  wound  in  the  oonrse  of  a  few  hours,  in  anguish  both  of  body  and  of  mind. 
The  sympathies  of  the  communitj  were  strong^  with  the  avenger,  and  not  with  his  victim. 
General  Nelson,  as  a  soldier,  was  brave ;  as  an  officer,  he  was  con^derate  of  the  waats  of  his 
soldiers;  but  as  a  man  he  was  hot-tempered,  unreAned,  and  oyerbeaiing.  He  had  manj  enemies, 
and  few  fHends. 
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TWO  PABTIE8. 

Ths  effect  of  the  disaster  at  Biehmond  was  to  leaye  an  unobstructed 
road  for  the  advance  of  the  rebel  army.  On  the  2d  of  September  the 
rebel  general,  Eirbj  Smith,  with  his  exultant  troops,  entered  Lexington, 
one  of  the  most  important  towns  in  the  heart  of  Kentucky.  On  the  6tb 
he  took  possession  of  Frankfort,  the  capital  of  the  State,  but^a  few  miles 
distant.  The  public  records  and  other  property  had,  however,  been 
previously  removed.  The  most  intense  ezeit^nmit  pervaded  all  the  towns 
upon  the  Ohio  Biver,  upon  both  banks. 

General  Smith  was  about  equally  distant  from  Lpuisville  and  Cincin- 
nati. He  could,  with  equal  facility,  move  upon  the  one  city  or  the  other, 
and  either  would  afford  him  limitless  plunder.  Vigorous  preparations 
were  made  for  the  defence  of  both  of  these  threatened  cities.  Governor 
Bobinson,  of  Kentucky,  issued  a  proclamation  calling  upon  the  citizens  to 
rise  en  masse  and  drive  out  the  invaders.  The  Governors  of  Ohio  and 
Indiana  called  upon  the  people  of  those  States  to  rally  to  protect  their 
borders  from  rebel  invasion.  The  appeal  was  promptly  answered,  and 
from  every  farm-house  and  work-shop  came  the  thronging  patriots  to  pro- 
tect their  homes. 

Meanwhile,  G^ieral  Lew.  Wallace  was  once  more  assigned  to  active 
duty.  He  was  ordered  to  take  charge  of  the  city  of  Cincinnati  and  its 
suburbs,  to  repel  the  menacing  foe.  The  patriot  troops  were,  for  the  most 
part,  concentrated  at  Louisville,  where  there  was  a  large  quantity  of 
GK>vemment  stores.  It  was  necessary  that  what  remained  of  the  army 
should  be  united,  for  the  protection  of  those  magazines.  Ohio  was,  neces- 
sarily, left  to  defend  her  own  border.  General  Wallace  was  solely  depend- 
ent, for  the  protection  of  Cincinnati,  upon  the  eooperation  of  the  citizens, 
and  upon  the  volunteer  soldiery.  The  imminence  of  the  danger  may  be 
inferred  from  the  following  extracts  from  the  proclamaticm  which  he 
issued: — 

^^  It  is  but  fair  to  inform  the  citizens  that  an  active,  daring,  and  power- 
ful enemy  threatens  them  with  every  consequence  of  war.  All  business 
must  be  suspended  at  nine  o'clock  to-day.    Every  business  house  must  be 
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dosed.  Under  the  direction  of  the  major,  the  dtizeiiB  mnst,  within  an 
hour  after  the  suspension  of  business,  assemble  in  convenient  public  places 
ready  for  orders.  As  soon  as  possible  they  wiU  then  be  assigned  to  their 
work.  The  willing  will  be  properly  credited;  the  unwilling  promptly 
visited.  Citizens  for  labor ;  soldiers  for  the  battla  Martial  law  is  hereby 
-proclaimed  in  the  three  cities." 

This  proclamation,  as  bold  as  it  was  essential,  was  cheerfully  acquiesced 
in  by  the  citizens.  Indeed,  it  inspired  all  with  confidence,  that  to  meet  the 
storm  which  was  rising,  there  was  a  strong  hand  at  the  helm.  Ko  one 
was  permitted  to  leave  the  city  without  a  pass*  A  pontoon  bridge  was 
thrown  across  the  Ohio  River.  Gunboats  were  extemporized  out  of  the. 
steamboats  which  lined  the  river-banks.  Citizens  of  all  daases^  armed 
with  spade  and  pidcaxe,  repaired  to  the  Kentucky  hills,  back  of  Coving- 
ton, imd  in  three  days  these  wefre  covered  with  earthworks,  making  a  semi* 
circle  from  the  river  back  above  the  dty  to  a  point  in  the  river  below. 
Yolunteers  by  thousands,  from  Indiana  and  Ohio,  rushed  to  Cincinnati, 
bringing  with  them,  from  the  rural  districts,  their  famiUar  rifles.  The 
promptness  and  energy  of  General  Wallace's  action,  and  the  cordial  co- 
operation he  received  from  the  citizens,  preserved  the  dty.  The  rebels, 
warily  advancing  fit)m  Frankfort,  reconnoitred  the  works,  which  had  been 
so  suddenly  thrown  up  to  oppose  their  progress,  and  quailed  at  the  thought 
of  endeavoring  to  storm  those  ramparts,  where  husbands,  and  fathers,  and 
sons  were  ready  to  perish  in  the  defence  of  all  to  them  most  dear. 

For  ten  days  the  eyes  of  the  whole  nation  were  directed,  most  anxiously, 
to  the  scenes  which  were  transpiring  on  the  banks  of  the  Ohio.  General 
Kirby  Smith,  who  was  very  ready,  with  his  veteran  troops,  to  meet  inex- 
perienced vdunteers  in  the  open  field,  was  quite  disinclined  to  expose  his 
men  to  the  fire  fr6m  the  intrenchments  which  General  Wallace  had  reared. 
For  a  few  days  he  lingered  around,  baffled  and  disappointed ;  now  exam- 
ining this  position,  and  now  that,  until,  about  the  middle  of  the  month, 
he  sullenly  commenced  a  retreat  The  black  cloud  passed  away.  Its  re- 
ceding thunders  died  in  the  distance,  and  hundreds  of  thousands  of  agi- 
tated hearts  again  enjoyed  peace  and  repose.  Business  was  resumed,  and 
martial  law  was  suspended. 

While  th^  sceties  were  transpiring  in  Eastern  Kenturky,  General 
Bragg  was  moving  his  forces  with  a  view  to  pass  General  Buell's  left  flank, 
gain  his  rear,  threaten  his  railroad  communications,  and,  marching  north, 
join  Kirt)y  Smith,  and,  with  their  united  force,  advance  upon  the  North- 
ern border.  In  this  he  so  far  succeeded  as  to  slip  by  General  Buell,  and 
get  in  his  rear,  without  fighting  a  battle.  On  the  23d  of  July  he  surprised 
and  captured  the  siiiall  National  force  stationed  at  Murfreesboro'.  This 
humiliation  to  our  arms  Was  the  more  inexcusable  and  disgraceful,  siAce ' 
the  purpdse  of  the  enelmy  had  been  ftiUy  made  known  to  us  by  the  ever 
patriotic  and  fiEtithfuI  negroes.  But  these  were  the  days  of  fanatical  con- 
tempt of  all  aid  whatever  from  colored  men,  and  the  information  thus 
communicated  was  utterly  dielregarded.  A  force,  amply  sufficient,  with 
any  degree  of  vigilance,  for  the  defence  of  the  place,  was  thus  shameftilljr 
imrrendered  to  the  rebels.    A  fortnight  before  this,  Brigadier-General  R. 
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L  MeCook  had  been  brutally  murd^ed  bj  the  gatage  foe.  He  had 
entered  the  yolonteer  service  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  at  the  commence' 
ment  cf  the  rebellion ;  had  won  a  name  for  himself  by  valor  displayed  in 
VTestem  Virginia,  and  had  particularly  distingmshed  himself  at  ike  battle 
d  Mill  Springs,  where  he  was  severely  wounded^ 

General  McCook  was  sick,  and  was  riding  in  an  open  carriage  upon  his 
bed,  aooompanying  his  troops  in  their  march  from  Athens,  in  Alabama, 
to  Deehard,  in  Tennessee.  Somewhat  carelessly,  he  had  allowed  himself 
to  be  conveyed  several  miles  in  advance  of  the  Imlk  cf  his  troops,  when  he 
was  suddenly  attacked  by  a  party  of  guerrillas.  The  horses  took  fright 
and  began  to  ran,  becoming  utterly  immanageable.  The  guerrillas  pur- 
sued, cau^t  up  with  the  carriage,  and  in  spite  of  the  general's  declaratioqs 
diat  he  cmild  not  control  the  horses,  shot  bitti  through  the  body,  producing 
a  mOTtal  wound. 

The  latter  part  of  August  the  rebel  General  Bragg,  having  concentrated 
bis  army  at  Ohattanbc^,  commenced  his  movament  n<Mrthward<  He  threw 
a  considerable  force  towards  MeMinnsville,  threatening  Kashville.  The 
feint  imooeeded;  it  was  thought  at  first  that  he  intended  an  attack  upon 
that  city.  Qeneral  Buell  was  depaident  for  his  supplies  not  only  upon 
the  poeeeasion  of  Nashville,  but  upon  the  protection  of  the  whole  line  of 
railroad  from  Tennessee  Siver  to  Louisville.  While  his  attention  wad 
tbns  imperiously  called  to  the  defence  of  Nashville,  General  Bragg  tapidly 
moved  his  army  in  a  n(»*thea8t^ly  direction,  and  taking  a  wide  circuit 
around  Nashville,  enteared  Kentucky,  and  advanced  towards  Bowling 
Green.  His  intentions  were  now  apparent,  and  General  Buell,  thus  cir- 
cumvented, was  compelled  to  abandon  his  |»revious  line,  and  follow  his 
adversary. 

On  the  13th  of  September  the  rebel  advance  had  reached  Mumfords- 
viUe,  Kentucky,  about  fifty  miles  northeast  of  Bowling  Green.  Here  the 
railroad  crosses  Green  Biyer,  and  here  Coloael  J.  T.  Wilder^  was 
stationed,  in  command  of  a  small  force  for  the  defence  of  the  railroad 
bridge.  He  had  been  in  conimahd  of  the  post  but  five  days ;  duriiig  that 
time  he  had  energetically  gathered  supplies,  erected  considerable  fortifica- 
tions, and  sent  out  some  of  his  raw  recruits  to  act  as  scouts,  who,  as  yet, 

*  John  T.  Wilder  ww  bom  iii  Ulster  Ootinty,  New  York,  in  the  jear  1880.  He  is  of  a  flght^ 
iog^  fiunily.  His  greai-grandfather  was  woonded  at  Bunl^r  Hfll.  His  grandfather  served  \n  the 
battles  of  Saratoga,  Monmouth,  and  Stonj  Point,  and  his  father  in  the  war  of  1812.  The  latier, 
&ODgh  sixty-nine  jears  of  age,  recently  wrote  to  his  son  for  a  position  on  his  stafifl  Oolonel 
Wilder  was  educated  as  a  civil  and  hydraulic  engineer,  in  which  business  he  has  been  extensivelj 
engaged  ever  flince  1852,  his  home  being  in  Indiana,  but  his  labors  extending  throughout  the 
West  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  he  left  his  shop  and  foundry  to  accept  a  lieutenant- 
colonelcy.  Id  September,  1862,  he  made  for  himself  a  National  reputation  by  his  memorable 
defence  at  Kumfordsville.  Though  still  a  oolonel,  he  is  now  appointed  to  the  command  of  an 
independent  brigade.  This  he  has  mounted,  without  expense  to  the  Government,  upon  horses 
borrowed  fh>m  the  enemy,  who  have  also  had  the  privtiege  of  feeding  them.  This  brigade  takes 
cue  of  itself^  provides  itself  with  forage,  shoes  its  own  horses,  and  bnilds  its  own  wagons,  and  it 
has  become  famous  for  its  many  defensive  and  aggressive  operations.  Colonel  Wilder  is  said  to 
bave  been  the  first  one  to  suggest  that  the  soldiers  appeal  to  their  friends  at  home  to  unite 
heartily  in  supporting  the  war  policy  of  the  Administration;  an  appeal  which  has  produced  a& 
inorioidable  sffbct  apoa  the  pt^iioa  of  the  oountry. 
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were  nnprovided  with  arms.    These  vigilant  men  apprised  him  of  Oeneral 
Bragg's  approach,  when  he  was  nearly  fifty  miles  distant 

At  daylight  on  Sabbath  morning  a  fnrions  attack  was  made  on  Mum* 
fbrdsyille  by  the  advance  of  Bragg's  army,  under  General  Chalmers.  The 
National  troops  were  withdrawn  to  positions  bdiind  their  works,  wha«, 
with  fixed  bayon^a  and  well-charged  guns,  they,  in  perfect  silence,  awaited 
the  onset  of  the  foe.  The  rebels,  deluded  by  the  idea  that  the  patriots  had 
fied,  with  exulting  ydls  came  rushing  on.  The  patriots  oahnly  waited 
their  time,  and  not  until  the  enemy  w^^  within  thirty  yards  of  their  wdtt- 
aimed  guns  did  they  open  fire.  Appalled  by  the  unexpected  sheet  of  flame 
and  shower  of  death,  the  on-rushing  rebels  were  staggered,  reeled  back, 
broke  in  confusion,  and  fled  to  the  cover  of  the  woods.  While  this  assault 
was  made  on  the  left,  a  similar  but  more  prolonged  attack  was  made  upon 
the  right.  The  rebel  Are  was  so  deadly  diat  the  patriot  flag  was  perced 
by  one  hundred  and  forty  bullet-holes. 

Major  Abbott,  of  lUhiois,  in  command  at  this  point,  sprang  upon  the 
parapet  sword  in  hand,  where  he  was  shot  dead  while  urging  his  men  to 
stand  firm.  But  here,  too,  the  rebels  were  repulsed,  and  at  half-past  nine 
in  the  morning  they  abandoned  the  attack.  Meanwhile,  Ccdonel  Wilder 
had  been  reenforced  by  six  companies  ft*om  Louisville,  under  Gokmel  Dun- 
ham. The  rebel  general  sent  in  a  note  by  a  flag  of  trace :  ^^  You  have 
made,"  he  wrote,  ^  a  gallant  defence ;  to  avoid  fhrther  bloodshed,  I  demand 
unconditional  surrender ;  the  railroad  tra(&  is  torn  up  in  your  rear,  and 
you  cannot  receive  reeidbrcements ;  General  Bragg  is  but  a  short  distance 
in  the  rear." 

To  this  Colonel  Wilder  replied,  ^^  Your  note  demanding  the  uneonditional 
surrender  of  my  forces  has  been  received ;  thank  you  for  your  compliments. 
If  you  wish  to  avoid  ftuiiher  bloodshed,  keep  out  of  the  range  of  my  guns. 
As  to  reenforcements,  they  are  now  entering  my  works.  I  think  I  can 
defend  my  position  against  your  entire  force;  at  least  I  shall  attempt 
to  do  so." 

The  remainder  of  that  day  was  occupied  by  the  rebels  in  the  burial  of 
their  dead.  Their  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  over  seven  hundred. 
The  National  troops,  defending  themselves  behind  breastworks,  lost  but 
twenty-seven.  On  Monday  the  fighting  was  renewed ;  earnest  dispatches 
were  sent  to  Louisville  and  Bowling  Gk'een  for  reenforoements*  From 
menaced  Louisville  none  could  be  spared.  Though  Oeneral  Buell's  entire 
army  was  at  Bowling  Green,  for  some  unexplained  and  inexplicable  cause 
no  troops  from  that  quarter  were  sent  to  the  aid  of  the  heroic  beleaguered 
band;  under  tiiese  circumstances,  ftirther  resistance  was  in  vain.  On 
Monday  evening  General  Bra^  arrived  with  the  bulk  of  his  army. 
Twenty-five  thousand  rebels,  veterans  in  war,  surrounded  four  thousand 
patriot  citizen  soldiers,  fresh  fi^m  their  homes ;  the  hUk  aroimd  bristled 
with  cannon,  which  threw  shot  and  shell  into  the  Union  camp. 

Colonel  Wilder,  after  adroitly  securing  a  delay  of  over  twenty-four  honirs, 
in  the  expectation  of  receiving  relief  by  that  time  from  General  Buell,  pn 
Wednesday  morning  surrendered  his  force.  Both  oflScers  and  men  were 
immediately  paroled.     General  Bragg  continued  his  march  northward 
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tcywards  LouisviBe ;  before  reacliing  that  city  he  turned  his  oolnmns  in  an 
easterly  direction,  ^owarda  the  centre  of  the  Stata  G^eral  Buell,  instead 
0f  following  him,  marched  directly  Mth  his  army  to  LonigyiUe.  Thus,  without 
»  single  battle,  General  Buell  had  suffered  himself  to  be  led  from  the  southern 
border  of  Tennessee  to  the  northern  border  of  Kentucky*  All  the  ground 
inrhich  General  Mitchel,  as  recorded  in  the  first  volume,  had  so  heroically  occu* 
pied,  was  given  back  without  a  struggle  to  the  rebels.  Four  thousand  patriots 
»t  Mumfordsville  were  left  to  struggle  unaided,  though  the  sound  of  the  de* 
£^Qflive  cannon  of  the  overpowered  band  could  be  distinctly  heard  by  the 
manive  columns  of  patriot  troops  under  General  Buell's  command. 

For  about  a  fortoight  General  Bragg  was  left  unmoleste4  in  the  heart 
of  Kentucky.  Of  course  he  was  not  idle ;  he  issued  a  prochunation  urging 
the  people  of  Kentucky  to  rise  and  join  the  rebel  Confederacy.  As  this 
appeal  met  with  no  response,  he  forced  multitudes  of  the  people  of 
Kentucky,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  into  the  rebel  ranks.  General 
Snell,  Uke  General  McClellan,  had  been  very  scrupulous  in  reference  to 
the  i^ropriation,  under  any  circumstances,  of  the  private  property  of  the 
rebels  to  the  service  of  the  General  Gov^imient ;  and,  like  General  McClellan, 
be  was  exceedingly  indisposed  to  offer  the  sli^test  encouragement  to  the 
eol<n^  population  to  assist  us  in  any  way  in  the  struggle.  General  Bragg, 
wbose  whole  heart  was  in  the  rebellion,  suffered  himself  to  be  trammelled 
by  no  such  scruples.  Whenever  he  could  strike  a  blow,  he  struck  it  with 
aU  the  strength  of  his  muscular  arm ;  he  manifested  very  little  regard  to 
private  property,  or  for  the  ordinary  usages  of  civilized  warfare. 

Foraging  parties  ravaged  the  State  recklessly,  and  with  impunity. 
SGoTsee,  cattle,  breadstufb — all  things  valuable  for  an  army — ^were  seized, 
regardless  of  ownership.  Sometimes  they  went  through  the  mockery  of 
paying  in  ^^  Confederate  scrip,"  which  was  as  abundant  in  the  rebel  camp 
and  about  as  worthless  as  brown  pap^.  It  is  estimated  that  during  this 
fortnight,  when  General  Bragg  had  truly  none  to  molest,  and  none  to  make 
afiraid,  he  added  daily,  on  an  average,  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  worth 
of  stores  to  his  famished  army.  What  was  General  Buell  doing  all  this 
timet    This  question  cannot  easily  be  answered. 

While  General  Bragg  was  thus  pushing  his  untroubled  way  lesiurely 
into  C^itral  Kentucky,  and  G^ieral  Kirby  Smith  was  menacing  Cincin- 
nati, other  events  of  less  importance  were  ta^ng  place  throughout  tibe  States 
of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  thus  overrun  by  the  rebels.  The  indications 
were  everywhere  apparent  that  the  rebels  were  endeavoring  to  take  per- 
manent possess&on  of  these  regions,  which  had  been  once  rescued  from  the 
flag  of  treason.  Owing  to  a  fall  in  the  Cumberland  Biver,  the  larger 
boats  could  not  reach  Kashville,  consequently  Clarksville,  which  was  about 
flfty  miles  nearer  the  emhotichure  of  the  stream  into  the  Ohio,  became  a 
depot  for  supplies.  A  large  amount  of  army  stores  had  been  collected 
here.  This  very  important  point  had  been  carelessly  left  under  the  guard 
of  a  fragment  of  a  raiment,  consisting  of  less  than  three  hundred  men, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Bodney  Mason.  Even  this  feble  band  had  muskets 
only,  being  entirely  destitute  of  artillery. 

Early  in  August,  Colonel  Mason  became  convinced  that  the  rebels  were 
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preparing  to  attack  XTlark&yille. '  He  sent  both  to  General  Grant  and  to 
General  Boell,  earnestly  calling  for  ordnance.  In  the  pressure  of  affaira 
deemed  more  important,  the  appeal  was  unanswered.  About  the  middle 
ef  August  a  rebel  force,  over  a  thousand  strong,  with  a  battery  of  four 
guns,  suddenly  appeared  before  the  place,  and  demanded  its  surrender. 
Besistancej  being  ho^ess,  was  not  attempted.  Imputations  were  cast 
upon  Colonel  Ma»an  for  jbis  Surrender ;  they  were  cruelly  unjust  It  would 
not  hare  been  the  act  of  a  gallant  soldier  to  doom  his  faithful  men  to 
slaughter  when  no  earthly  purpose  could  have  been  subserved  by  it.  The 
responsibility,  be  it  greiter  or  less,  rests  upon  those  higher  in  authority, 
who  left  a  post  so  important  without  any  adequate  means  of  defence. 

On  the  22d  of  August,  ad  eiigagement  occurred  at  Gallatin,  Tennessee, 
between  the  rebel  General  Morgan,  with  about  eight  hundred  men,  and 
Brigadier-General  E.  W.  Johnson,*  with  about  six  hundred.  The  Union 
troops  were  utterly  routed.  After  gaining  some  decisive  advantages,  an 
inexplicable  and  causeless  panic  seized  the  men,  and  they  fled  shamelessly, 
in  spite  of  all  the  efforts  of  their  officers  to  rally  them.  On  the  25th  of 
the  month,  Fort  Donelson,  which  was  held  by  four  companies  of  infantry, 
was  attacked  by.  a  considerably  superior  force  of  rebels,  who  were,  however, 
repulsed  aft^  a  short  but  severe  engagementf 

Kashville  was  meantime  surrounded,  not  only  by  guerrillas,  but  by 
denized  rebel  forces.  It  was  defended  by  a  few  regiments  under  the 
command  of  Brigadier-General  James  S.  Negley,  one  of  America's  untitled 
nobles4  On  the  6th  of  October,  learning  that  a  large  rebel  force  was 
concentrating  at  La  Vergne,  fifteen  miles  south  of  Nashville,  with  the  in- 

♦  Richard  W.  Johnson  was  bom  fai  livingston  CJoimty,  Kentucky,  7th  February,  1827}  gradu- 
ated at  West  Point  in  Julyv  1S49;  was  ordered  to  Kentucky  shortly  after  the  assault  on  Fort 
Bumter,  in  October,  1861 ;  was  appointed  to  a  brigadier-generalship,  and  assigned  to  a  command 
in  Qeneral  KcCook's  Diyision;  was  absent  fh>m  the  field  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh  on  account  of 
aickness ;  was  defeated  and  captured,  through  the  shameM  cowardice  of  some  of  his  men,  by  the  ^ 
rebel  General  John  H.  Morgan,  in  the  battle  of  Gallatin;  was  subsequently  exchanged,  and  in  the 
battle  of  Stone  River  commanded  the  extreme  right  of  the  army,  whose  rout,  notwithstanding  his 
most  strenuous  efforts,  oontnbuted  so  mnch  to  the  Federal  disaster  upon  the  fliat  day. 

f  When  the  Union  troops  marched  through  one  of  our  towns,  with  the  beaming  Stars  and 
Stripes  waving  over  them,  a  beautiAil  rainbow  appeared  in  the  heavens.  A  little  boy,  perceiving 
it,  ran  to  his  mother,  exclaiming,  "  Mother,  God  is  a  Union  man  I*'  His  mother  asked  him  whj 
be  thought  so.  He  replied  that  he  had  seen  his  flag  in  the  sky,  and  it  was  red,  white,  and  l^ue. 
'^LouisviUe  JbumdL 

f  James  S.  Negley  was  bom  December  21, 1826,  in  East  Liberty,  Allegheny  County,  Pennsyl- 
vania, of  Swiss  descent  He  entered  the  Mexican  war,  though  under  age,  and  application  having 
been  made  by  his  friends  to  the  leg^  authoritieR  to  prevent  his  going,  he  told  the  court  he  should 
go  at  all  events.  He  was  allowed  to  ga  Being  there  sick,  his  friends  procured  and  sent  bim 
a  discharge,  but  he  reCUsed  to  accept  it,  and  remained  till  the  dose  of  the  war.  He  then  retired 
to  private  Ufe,  but  still  felt  an  active  interest  in  military  affairs,  organized  a  company  in  his  own 
village,  subsequently  was  appointed  brigadier-general  of  the  State  militia ;  and  four  months 
before  the  assault  on  Sumter,  confident  that  war  could  not  be  avoided,  proffered  the  services  of 
his  brigade  to  Gk>vemor  Curdn.  He  was  subsequently  assigned  to  »  command  under  General 
MitcheL  During  the  operations  at  Shiloh  and  Oorinth,  he  was  in  command  at  Oolumln%  TeDiie#- 
see.  He  entered  heartily  into  the  spint  of  General  Mitchers  administratioQ.  He  was  the  first 
officer  in  General  Buell*s  department  to  use  slaves  as  teamsters.  During  Buell^s  trip  to  Loufe- 
ville  he  was  in  command  at  Kashville.  On  General  Roseorans*B  return  to  that  dty  he  was 
assigned  to  the  command  of  one  of  Thomas's  divisions,  and  in  the  batlie  of  Stone  River  held  ^bm 
right  of  the  oentrt. 
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teation  of  attaoking  the  city,  General  Neglef  0ent  about  tixteen  hondred 
men,  who  fell  upon  the  rebel  force  and  routed  tbem,  with  but  slight  loM* 
A.  month  later,  on  the  5th  of  November,  aflw  General  Buell  lud  been 
relieved  of  his  command,  the  rebete,  with  about  Ave  thousand  cavalrj  and 
moimted  infantry,  supported  by  several  pieces  of  artillery,  under  the  com^ 
mand  of  Generals  Forrest  and  Morgan,  made  a  rush  upon  Nashville*  They, 
however,  met  only  with  a  bloody  repulse. 

From  the  recital  of  these  incidents  let  us  now  return  to  the  mam  nar^- 
rative.  Vfe  left  General  Buell  eijcamped  at  Louisville,  and  General  Bragg 
in.  the  heart  of  Kentucky,  despoiling  1^  State  and  gathering  up  suppliesi 
^t  length,  on  the  Ist  of  October,  General  Buell  moved  from  Xouisvilla 
O^neral  Bragg  now  commenced  to  retreat.  General  Buell's  army  was 
divided  into  three  corps.  The  first  was  under  Kajor-General  A.  Mclh 
If  eCook.*  The  second  was  under  Major-General  Crittenden.  The  third 
-was  under  Major-General  Gilbert.  Major-General  Thomas,  who  was 
second  in  command,  moved  With  the  second  corps ;  General  BueU  with 
the  third.  Advancing  on  Bardstown,  he  thought  that  the  movements  o£ 
the  enemy  indicated  an  intention  to  concentrate  at  Danville.  General 
'Bnell,  accordingly,  ordered  his  three  corps  to  advance  to  that  place  by  di& 
ferent  routes*  The  rebels,  however,  being  hard  pressed,  d^rmined  to 
make  a  stand  at  Perryville.  The  National  army,  men  and  horses,  were 
auffering  severely  for  want  of  water.  There  are  certain  springs  at  Perry- 
ville, which  the  rebels  determined  not  to  surrender  without  a  stn^gle. 

On  the  evening  of  the  7thj  General  Buell,  who  was  with  the  centre^ 
found  his  advance  stubb<»*nly  resisted.  Becoming  satisfied  that  the  enemy 
were  concentrating  at  Perryville,  he  sent  orders  to  General  McCook  on  his 
left,  and  General  Crittenden  on  his  right,  to  change  their  line  of  march  qo 
as  to  form  a  junction  with  him  at  that  point.  The  rebeb  rapidly  concen* 
trated  their  whole  force  at  Perrjrville.  It  consisted  of  about  fifty  thousand 
men,  veteran  troops.  Their  position  was  well  chosen.  Perryville  lies  in 
a  valley.  TTpon  the  hills  which  bounded  the  southern  line  of  the  valley 
the  rebels  formed  their  line  of  battle. 

It  was  half-past  two  in  the  mommg  of  liie  8lih  before  General  McCook 
received  the  order  directing  him  to  march  towards  Perryville.  He  was 
then  at  Maxville,  ten  miles  distant^  He  proceeded  to  execute  this  order, 
marching  before  dawn,  but  did  not  readi  the  field  until  half-past  ten 
o^dock.  He  then  formed  a  junction  with  General  Gilbert's  Corps,  and 
reported,  in  person,  to  General  Buell  for  instruotionsw     He  was  directed  to 

*  General  Atesander  McDowell  KcOooJc  was  bom  in  Ckdombia  Countj,  Ohio,  April  22d, 
1831.  He  graduated  at  West  Point  in  July,  1862,  served  five  years  in  New  Mexico,  and  thre« 
years  as  instructor  at  West  Point.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion  be  was  elected  Coloiiet 
of  First  Raiment  Ohio  Volanteem,  and  fbvght  with  honor  to  himself  in  the  baittle  of  Bull  Bun. 
In  September,  18^  be  was  appointed  brigadier-general  of  volunteers.  By  a  forced  mtaok 
be  reached  Pittsburg  Landing  just  in  time  to  take  part  in  the  second  day's  battle.  In  July, 
1862,  he  was  appointed  nutjor-general^  and  in  the  foDowing  September  was  assigned,  by  General 
Boell,  to  the  command  of  one  of  his  army  corp&  With  but  two  divisions  he  bore,  almost  unndeii^ 
Ibe  assault  of  neariy  the  entfa«  rebel  army  in  the  baUle  of  PenyvUle.  In  the  battle  of  Ston* 
River  a  pirt  of  his  forees-were  surprised  and  routed  by  the  enemy;  but  no  better  iSghting  waa 
done  iqKXk  that  memorable  day  than  by  Sheridan's  Division  of  his  corps.  He  remained  in  oom^ 
mand  until  after  the  batUe  of  Chickamaoga^  when  he  was  relieved  by  order  of  General 
Vol.  IL— 13 
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make  a  ^econnoissance  on  the  left  as  far  as  Chaplin  Biver,  a  streai^a  flowing 
tibrongh  the  valley  to  which  we  have  alluded.     Up  to  this  time  there  had 
been  no  serions  fighting,  and  General  Bnell  seems  to  have  inferred  that 
there  wonld  be  none.    He  anticipated  no  attack,  and,  as  it  was  late  in  the 
day,  decided  to  make  none  until  the  following  morning.    Unfortunately 
for  General  Buell,  the  rebels,  as  little  accommodating  as  they  had  proved 
themselves  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  finding  the  National  troops  indisposed 
to  attack,  wisely  resolved  to  make  the  assault  themselves,  before  the  third 
corps,  imder  G^eral  Crittenden,  could  arrive.     About  two  o'clock,  the 
rebels,  with  characteristic  impetuosity,  rushed  to  the  onslaught.    Unlike 
many  of  the  leaders  of  the  National  armies,  at  that  time,  whose  sympathies 
were  stitmgly  pro-slavery,  and  who  hoped  that  there  might  yet  be  some  . 
compromise,  by  which  the  North  would  consent  to  accept  slavery,  the  rebel 
leaders  were  thoroughly  in  earnest,  and  resolved  to  strike  the  heaviest  and    . 
swiftest  possible  blows. 

General  Bragg,  pursuing  his  customary  tactics,  concentrated  his  entire 
force,  and  hurled  them  with  all  posdble  vehemence  upon  General  McCook's 
Corps,  which  consisted  of  but  about  fift;een  thousand  men.  Three  times 
that  number  were  hurled  madly  upon  them.  Bravely  these  patriot  sol- 
diers met  the  crash.  They  stood  like  the  storm-swept  rock,  rolling  back 
the  billows  of  assault.  Again  and  again  the  determined  foe  returned  to 
the  charge.  From  two  o'clock  until  nearly  dark  the  battle  raged  with 
fearful  violence.  In  proportion  to  the  numbers  engaged,  it  was  one  of 
the  most  desperately  fought  battles  of  the  war.  Both  General  McCook 
and  General  Bragg  record  it  as  the  sternest  and  bloodiest  battle,  for  the 
nnmberB  engag^of  modem  times. 

.    General  BuelPs  head-quarters  were  but  two  and  a  half  miles  from  the 
field  where  General  McCook's  heroic  band  were  struggling  through  these 
long  hours  so  valiantly,  against  such  unequal  numbers.     The  central  corps, 
under  General  Gilbert,  was  very  near  th^  contending  hosts,  and  General 
Crittenden's  troops  were  not  so  far  off  but  that  they  heard  the  distant 
thunder  of  the  conflict.    The  roar  of  the  battle  feU  heavily  on  the  ear  of 
General  BtkelL    The  soldiers  ^ited  impatiently  for  the  order  to  rush  to 
the  succor  of  their  comrades.    The  order,  however,  was  not  given.     Two 
brigades  only  were  pushed  forward,  ^^  as  the  cannonading,"  says  General 
Buell,  ^^  was  not  supposed  to  proceed  from  any  serious  engagement,  as  no 
report  to  that  effect  was  received."    It  sends  a  thrill  of  angnish  to  the 
patriot  heart  to  contemplate  the  opportunity  which  was  lost.     The  hearty 
cooperation  of  these  three  corps,  under  one  master-mind,  would  then  and 
there  have  annihilated  Bragg's  army.     General  McCook's  DiTision  alone 
repelled  the  attack. 

The  rebels  commenced  their  assault  upon  General  Jackson's  Division, 
which  occupied  the  left  of  General  McCook's  centre.  Only  one  brigade 
of  the  division  was  on  the  field  to  meet  the  brunt  of  the  onset.  Oeneral 
Jackson  was  almost  immediately  killed,  and  his  brigade  thrown  into  disor- 
der. General  Terral,  second  in  command,  in  endeavoring  to  rally  his 
men,  was  mortally  wounded,  and  ten  pieces  of  their  artillery  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  rebels.    The  foe,  pressing  their  advantage,  fell  upon  Oeneral 
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Soufisean'fl  ^  troope  with  terrible  impetuosity.  Massing  their  forces  upon  the 
side  of  the  hill,  so  that  several  lines  could  fire  at  once,  they  poured  in  upon 
the  patriots  a  storm  of  shot,  which  mortal  endurance  could  not  withstand. 
Our  troops  drew  back  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  where  they  took  another  posi- 
tion, and  again  awaited  the  overpowering  and  dreadful  onset 

And  now  occurred  one  of  those  scenes  which  no  pen  can  describe,  and 
which  no  imagination  can  conceive.  The  Tenth  Ohio  Eeginient  were  ly- 
ing down,  just  under  the  crest  of  a  hill,  expecting  the  advance  of  the  foe, 
when,  by  the  disaster  of  General  Jackson's  Division,  its  left  flank  was  exposed, 
the  regiment  being  quite  unconscious  of  its  danger.  A  whole  brigade  of 
the  enemy  moved  ftirtively  around  the  hill,  and,  concealed  by  the  undula- 
ting character  of  the  ground,  reached  unnoticed  a  position  within  a  hun- 
dred yards  of  the  unsuspecting  regiment.  Suddenly  they  poured  into  the 
astounded  patriot  band  a  well-aimed,  point-blanc,  nrarderoiis  fire.  Colonel 
Lytle,  the  heroic  commander  of  the  regiment,  was  by  almost  the  first  vol- 
ley struck  down,  dangerously  wounded.  One  of  his  sergeants  endeavored 
to  bear  him  from  the  field.  "  You  can  do  some  good  yet,"  said  the  hero. 
^I  can  do  none.    Let  me  die  here.'' 

Bewildered,  staggered,  and  having  lost  their  commander,  the  regiment 
made  one  bold  yet  unavailing  effort  to  effect  a  change  of  front.  Thwarted 
in  thfc  endeavor,  they  fell  back,  though  not  in  disorder.  It  was  nearly  five 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  General  McCoiik's  Division,  assailed  by  vastly 
superior  numbers  on  the  centre  and  both  flanks,  was  slowly,  stubbornly  re- 
tiring, contesting  every  inch.  Many  of  his  brave  men  and  some  of  his  best 
oflScers  had  already  faUen.  Disaster  faced  him  from  every  quarter.  He  had 
Bent  ui^nt  appeals  for  reenforcements,  which  the  sound  of  his  caimon 
should  promptly  have  brought  him.  When  an  aid,  upon  his  panting 
horse,  in  hurried  tones  announced  to  General  BueU  that  General  McCook 
was  sustaining  a  severe  attack,  that  his  flanks  were  giving  way,  and  that 
he  could  not  much  longer  withstand  the  enemy  imless  recnforced,  Gen- 
eral Buell  could  hardly  credit  the  statement.    Btill,  he  hesitatingly  fur- 

*  ICajor-Clenerfd  Lovell  H.  Bousseau  was  bom  in  Lincoln  County,  Eentuckj,  August  4,  1814. 
His  ancestors  were  Huguenots.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  In* 
diana.  Three  years  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  by  the  Whig  party.  He  entered  the  McL- 
ean war  as  captain  of  a  company  of  volunteers.  In  1849  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate. 
Subsequently,  in  1860,  he  removed  to  Louisville,  Kentucky,  where  he  was  chosen  to  the  Ken- 
tddcy  Senate.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion,  when  Kentucky  insanely  adopted  a  policy  of 
so-called  ne«xtrality.  General  Rousseau  boldly  declared  himself  in  favor  of  vigorous  war  measures. 
He  applied  to  the  War  Department  for  authority  to  recruit  volunteers  in  Kentucky.  He  was,  how- 
«Ter,  oompeUed  to  establish  his  camp  on  the  northern  banks  of  the  Ohio,  since  the  treasonable  ad- 
B^nistratioii  of  Governor  Magoffin  would  not  allow  troops  raised  to  defend  the  National  integrity 
to  be  located  within  the  State. 

Herokadly  he  encountered  the  storm  of  odium  his  patriotism  ezdted.  By  the  Ist  of  Septem- 
ber he  had  recruited  two  regiments  of  infantry  and  a  battery  of  artiUery.  Two  weeks  later,  by  a 
rapid  march  to  Muldraugh's  Hill,  he  protected  Louisville  from  threatened  atiack  by  the  rebel 
Buckner,  advancing  fh>m  Bowling  Green.  He  was  made  brigadier-general  on  the  Ist  of  Octo- 
ber, fousht  bravely  at  ShUoh,  and,  when  Jackson's  Division  at  Perryville  gave  way,  held  the  ex- 
ultant foe  ia  check  until  reenfo-cements  could  arrive.  At  the  request  of  General  Buell  he  was 
proQQoted  to  a  major-generabhip  for  distinguished  gallantry  and  service  on  that  day.  His  native 
State  is  now  proud  of  that  son  whose  services  she  once  repelled.  Among  the  many  heroic  names 
to  which  Kentucky  has  given  birth,  few  will  stand  more  prominent  upon  the  page  of  her  history 
than  that  of  General  Lovell  B.  Bousseau. 
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Dished  aid  to  the  exhausted  soldiers.  In  the  mean  time,  the  rebels,  having 
driven  back  General  McCook's  Diyisi(Hi,  fell  in  great  force  npcm  Qenertd 
Gilbert's  Corps,  who,  awaiting  orders  fix>m  General  Buell,  had  not  ad- 
vanced to  the  aid  of  their  comrades,  who  were  fighting  so  desperately  but  a 
few  miles  from  them. 

The  battle  was  renewed  with  redoubled  fhrj.  The  first  aesanlt  of  the 
foe  was  upon  General  Gilbert's  left.  The  rebels,  flushed  with  anticipated 
victory,  were  met  by  reenforcements  advancing  at  the  douUeM]uick,  coib- 
sisting  of  the  Thirtieth  Brigade,  under  Colonel  Gooding,  called  the  Pea 
Ridge  men.  The  flood  was  checked  and  rolled  back  in  tumult  The 
rebels,  in  the  precipitation  of  their  flight,  did  not  stop  until  they  had 
crossed  the  yalley  and  gained  the  protection  of  their  batteries  on  the 
opposite  hills,  a  distance  of  nearly  two  miles.  The  patriots  changed  the 
rebel  batteries,  but,  not  being  supported  and  flanked  on  either  side,  they 
fell  back  to  a  position  near  the  town. 

Darkness  now  gathered  over  the  scene,  and  put  a  stop  to  the  conflict 
The  pickets  of  the  two  armies  lay  within  fifty  yards  of  each  other.    Thus 
ended  the  battle  of  Perryville,  or  Chaplin  Hflls.     The  National  loss,  in 
killed  and  wounded,  was  four  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-eight. 
The  rebel  loss,  as  estimated  by  themselves,  was  but  two  thousand  five 
hundred;    no    ofScial  statement,    however,  was    published.      The    loas 
of  officers  was  heavy  on  both  sides.    While  the  National  arm  j  was  the     . 
largest,  and  with  good  generalship  might  hare  overwhelmed  their  foes 
with  superior  numbers,  only  a  portion  of  the  troops  were  brought  into  the 
field.     The  rebel  forces  were  handled  with  far  superior  skilL     One  single 
Union  corps  was  attacked  by  the  concentrated  rebel  army.     For  three 
hours,  single-handed,  it  sustained  the  attack,  and  then  was  saved  from  vAr 
ter  destruction  only  by  the  tardy  arrival  of  reenforcements,  which  should 
have  been  in  the  engagement  from  the  first.    Even  then,  energy  and  dis- 
patch might  have  given  us  a  decisive  victory.    It  was  the  unflinching 
courage  of  the  soldiers,  and  the  heroism  of  the  subordinate  oflicers,  whick 
al<Mie  saved  us  fix>m  a  disastrous  defeat. 

It  is  said  that  in  this  engagement  the  rebel  general,  Bishop  Polk,  nar- 
rowly escaped  capture.  He  was  standing,  about  dusk,  near  a  rebel  bat- 
tery^ and  observed  a  body  of  men,  whom  he  took  to  be  Confederate  troops, 
opening  fire  upon  his  position.  None  of  his  staff  were  present,  and  yield- 
ing to  the  impulse  of  the  moment,  he  rode  over  to  put  a  stop  to  the  fire  of 
his  supposed  comrades.  Riding  up  to  the  colonel,  he  asked  him  angrily 
what  he  meant  by  firing  upon  his  friends.  The  colonel  replied,  *'  I  think 
there  can  be  no  mistake.  I  am  sure  they  are  the  enemy."  **  Snenay  1" 
replied  the  bishop,  with  warmth ;  "  I  just  left  them  myself.     Cease  your 

firing.     What  is  your  name?^    "C<donel ,  of  the  — ^th   Indiana; 

and  pray  what  is  yours  f  The  general  was  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
With  wonderful  self-possession,  assuming  a  passion  which  he  was  £ar  from 
feeling,  he  shook  his  fist  in  the  colonel's  face,  saying,  '^  I'll  teach  you  who 
I  am,  sir.  Cease  your  firing,  sir."  Turning  his  horse^s  head,  he  cantered 
slowly  away,  as  little  suspected  as  he  had  been  suspicious. 

We  give  this  story  upon  the  authority  of  a  rebel  officer,  Coxonel  Free- 
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ttantle,  who  ckdmA  to  bsw  had  it  firom  Gheoeral  Polk's  own  lipB»  Our 
readers  can  estimate  its  wcath  for  themselvesw  The  history  of  every  hat- 
He  is  (mcnmbered  with  many  apodyphal  tales,  of  which  this  may  be  ona 

Gteneral  Buell  did  not  expect  an  attack  from  the  enemy  in  the  morning. 
He  did  not  know  that  his  army  had  won  a  victory  at  night.  Cherishing 
10  donbt  that  the  enemy  would  endeavor  to  hold  his  position,  orders  were 
jssiied  to  prepare  fbr  battle  on  the  foUowing  day.  Bat  while  the  National 
irmy  were  inaking  arrangements  lor  the  renewal  of  the  conflict,  the  van* 
qniflhed  rebels  virere  in  foil  retreat.  The  h^t  of  the  next  morning  re- 
vealed the  abandonment  <^  all  their  positions.  It  was  still  thought  that  the 
rebels  would  endeavor  to  make  a  stand  at  some  other  point  in  the  vicinity. 
Porsuit  was  instantly  ordered.  The  rebels  were,  however,  too  swift-footed 
to  be  caught.  After  chasing  them  about  sixty  miles  in  a  southeast  direo- 
tion,  as  far  as  London,  the  puisuit  was  abandoned,  and  the  National 
M*my,  taming  due  west,  leisurely  continued  its  march,  nearly  two  hun- 
AreA  miles,  to  Bowling  Green.  General  Bngg^  crossing  the  border  into 
Tennessee,  did  not  dieok  the  progress  of  his  columns  until  he  reached 
Murfreesboro',  some  thirty  miles  south  of  Nadiville. 

Thus  ended  Genend  Bragg^i  invasion  of  Kentucky.  The  results  were 
fSur  from  satisfactory  to  the  rebels.  They  had  expected  that  Kentucky 
would  rise  and  welcome  General  Bragg  as  a  deEverer.  They  were  san- 
gaine  in  their  expectations  of  taking  possession  both  of  Louisville  and 
Cincinnati.  They  had  resolved  to  transfer  the  scene  of  war  from  the  Cot- 
ton into  the  Border  States,  hoping  thence  to  push  their  armies  into  the  Free 
States  c^  the  North.  In  aU  this  tiiey  signally  fidled.  Yet  the  campaign  ac- 
eomplished  imp<»rtant  results  for  the  rebels.  A  half-starved  army  foraged  al- 
most uninterruptedly  in  Kentucky  for  a  fortnight.  They  entered  the  State  so 
destitute  of  provisions,  that  they  were  obliged  to  parole  all  their  prisoners 
nmply  because  they  had  nothing  wherewiUito  feed  them.  They  revelled 
in  abundance  while  they  remained  within  the  State,  and  carried  out  of  it 
an  immfflise  quantity  of  all  kinds  of  stores.  The  Richmond  Exatni/ner 
declared  that  the  wagon-train  brought  out  of  Kentucky  by  General  Kirby 
Smith  alone,  was  forty  miles  long.  It  contained  a  million  yards  of  jeans, 
and  an  immense  amount  of  clothing,  boota,  and  shoes.  Two  hundred 
wagcHiB  were  loaded  with  bacon.  They  carried  off  six  thousand  barrels  of 
pork.  This  immense  train  was  followed  by  fift;een  hundred  mules  and 
horses,  eight  thousand  beeves^  and  a  large  lot  of  swine.  Such  was  the 
^lundbr  secured  by  a  raid  into  a  '^  neutral "  State. 

The  murmurs  against  General  Buell  had  become  so  loud  and  general 
ihat  they  could  no  longer  be  disregarded  by  the  Government.  Though 
the  people  claimed  no  military  knowledge,  they  could  not  fail  to  see  that 
ttU  tibe  t^ritory  which,  with  a  single  division,  General  Mitchel  had  occu* 
pied  and  h^d,  had  been  surrendered  to  the  rebels  by  General  Buell,  in 
command  of  a  magnificent  army,  without  a  struggle.  Suspicions  of  dis- 
loyalty were  widely  circulated.  It  was  impossible  to  understand  a  strategy 
^vrtiich  had  saeriflced  the  l^ave  Colonel  Wilder  and  his  heroic  force  at  Mum- 
fordsville,  and  which  permitted  Gkraeral  McCook,  with  a  single  division,  to 
ight  an  enemy  whom  the  united  army  mi^t  easily  have  annihilated.    At 
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the  time  of  Colonel  Wflder's  capture,  the  removal  of  General  Buell  was 
impatiently  demanded.  He  was  relieved  of  his  conmiand  for  a  single  daj 
at  Louisville,  but  within  twenty-four  hours  was  reinstated.  When  he 
commenced  the  pursuit  of  General  Bragg  great  things  were  promised,  and 
the  country  expected  that  the  rebels  would  be  made  to  pay  dearly  for  their 
audacity.  But  when  it  was  known  that  the  rebel  army  had  escaped  with 
impunity,  carrying  all  their  plunder  with  them,  a  clamor  of  dissatisfaction 
arose  which  could  not  be  silenced.  General  Buell's  army,  forbidden  to  go 
to  the  succor  of  their  comrades  at  Mumfordsville  and  Perryville,  had  lost 
confidence  in  their  commander.  On  the  30th  of  October  General  BueU 
was  again  relieved  of.  his  command,  and  Major-General  W.  S.  Bosecrans 
was  assigned  to  his  place.  General  Buell  was  imderstood  to  be  undis- 
guisecfly  a  warm  advocate  of  slavery,  and  as  such  it  was  not  possible  but 
that  he  must  have  wished  to  have  the  war  so  conducted  as  to  lead  to 
some  compromise,  by  which  the  claims  of  slavery  might  be  respected. 
This  campaign  was  subjected  to  a  long,  official,  military  examination. 
Like  all  military  court  proceedings,  it  was  conducted  wiik  closed  doors. 
The  result  has  never  yet  been  given  to  the  public.  Had  the  result  been 
his  triumphant  exoneration,  it  is  not  probable  that  it  would  so  long  have 
been  kept  secret. 

At  the  banning  of  the  rebellion  there  were  two  parties  in  the  Korth, 
both  alike  desirous  of  the  preservation  of  the  Union.  They,  however,  dif- 
fered widely  in  respect  to  ^e  policy  proper  to  efiect  this  end.  A  small  but 
earnest  minority,  constantly  increasing  in  numbers  and  strength  of  purpose 
as  the  war  progressed,  regarded  with  horror  the  rebellion,  as  the  last 
crowning  crime  in  the  long  record  of  infamy  of  a  nefarious  slaveocracy. 
They  saw  at  once  that  the  impending  battle  was  to  be  no  brief  contest  with 
a  furious  but  short-lived  mob,  but  a  life-and-death  stru^le  between  the 
Bepublic  and  the  mortal  foe  which  it  had  so  long  unconsciously  cherished 
— slavery.  They  prepared  for  the  conflict  accordingly,  determined  not 
only  to  preserve  the  Union,  but  to  bring  treason  to  a  speedy  and  condign 
punishment.  Begarding  slavery  as  the  source  of  all  our  National  troubjea, 
they  were  desirous  not  to  shield  it  from  any  of  the  blows  to  which  it  should 
be  exposed  by  the  fortunes  of  the  war;  ' 

On  the  other  hand,  there  was  a  large  number  of  men  in  the  North,  con- 
nected with  the  South  by  social,  political,  and  commercial  ties,  who  re- 
garded that  section  as  the  victim  of  Northern  wrongs.  They  r^arded  their 
treason  as  the  not  unnatural  anger  of  a  people  goaded  to  madness  by  the 
Abolitionists.  It  was,  consequently,  their  wish  to  conciliate  treason,  not  to 
punish  it.  While,  therefore,  tibey  girded  on  the  sword  to  protect  the  Capital 
from  capture  and  the  Northern  border  from  invasion,  they  were  very  solicit- 
ous not  to  push  the  war  to  such  an  extremity  as  to  endanger  the  institution 
of  slavery.  The  preservation  of  slavery  was  considered,  politically,  a  matter 
of  vital  moment ;  for  the  institution  bound  the  South  together  as  one  sec- 
tional party.  A  party  at  the  North,  combining  with  the  South,  had  gen« 
erally  succeeded  in  controlling  the  action  of  the  Government.  It  therefore 
seemed  of  the  utmost  moment  not  to  strike  blows  so  heavy  as  to  alienate 
these  friends,  and  thus  prevent  future  cooperation.     Of  the  former  cla8% 
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Oenerals  Fremont  and  Grant,  and  the  lamented  Oenerals  Lyon  and 
lOtchel,  may  be  r^arded  as  the  type.  Generals  McClellan  and  Buell 
may,  perhaps,  be  regarded  as  the  military  leaders  of  the  other  party.  Of 
them  both  it  may  be  said,  that  they  took  np  the  sword  without  hear^ 
wielded  it  without  earnestness,  and  laid  it  down  without  honor. 


CHAPTER  XVL 

THB  BATTLE  OP  PITTSBUKG  LANDINQ. 

From  March  Mh  to  April  Tlh,  186S. 

AHDBBW  /OHH0Oir  KiLITABT  GOYSBITOB  OP  TlNNESSU.— POPULATIOir  OP  EAOT  TnrNBSSIB^— 
EmBBvBTIO  MXASUBES  of  QOVESlfOB  JOHHBON. — ReTBBAT  OP  THB  RXBBLS  TO  MUBFBEISBOBO*. 
— BuKLL'S  ADYAKOB  on  NaSHYILLB. — KOYBMENTS  OF  THB  YABIOUS  ABMIBS. — GbNERAL 
GBANT'S  ASYANCB  to  SaYANKAH,  TBNNBSSBB. — ChABACTEB  of  THB  COUHTBT  at  PiTTSBUBa 
IiANBDia. — SUBPBtSB  OP  THB  PATBIOT  TbOOPS. — ^TBBBIBLB  BaTTUL 

Ab  already  recounted  in  a  previous  chapter,  the  city  of  Nashville  was 
occupied  by  the  National  forces  on  the  26th  of  February,  1862.  They 
advanced  under  the  command  of  General  Buell  from  Bowling  Green 
silently,  after  the  fall  of  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson.  The  city  surrendered 
without  resistance,  which,  indeed,  had  it  been  attempted,  would  have  be^i 
utterly  in  vain. 

Almost  immediately  after  the  capital  of  Tennessee  had  thus  come 
again  under  National  rule,  President  Lincoln  appointed  Andrew  Johnson 
Kilitary  Governor  of  the  State.  The  appointment  was  confirmed  by  the 
United  States  Senate  on  the  6th  of  March.  In  two  days  aft;er,  Gx»vemor 
Johnson,  with  his  staff— for  with  his  appointment  as  Governor  he  received  a 
commission  as  brigadier-general  of  volunteers — was  on  his  way  to  Nash- 
ville, which  place  he  reached  on  the  12th.  At  the  same  time,  by  an  ord^r 
dated  the  11th  of  March,  the  Departments  of  Kansas  and  Kentucky,  under 
the  commands  respectively  of  General  Hunter  and  General  Buell,  were 
united  with  that  of  Missouri,  and  the  consolidated  department  received 
the  designation  of  Department  of  the  Mississippi.  Thus  General  Bnell 
and  General  Hunter  were  both  subordinated  to  General  Halleck,  to  whom 
was  intrusted  the  charge  of  niilitary  affairs,  while  the  civil  administratibn 
of  Tennessee  was  in  the  hands  of  Governor  Johnson. 

He  entered  upon  his  difScult  duties  with  that  energy  wUch  had  always 
characterized  him.  He  found  the  capital  abandoned  by  the  rebel  Governor^ 
elect,  and  by  the  legislature.  The  State  records  were  removed,  and  the 
moneys  of  the  State  had  been  taken  from  the  vaults  of  the  bank,  and  were 
appropriated  either  by  individual  thieves,  or  by  that  organ'c  thief,  the 
Confederate  Government.  Nearly  all  the  ofiices,  both  State  and  National^ 
were  vacated  either  by  abandonment,  or  by  undisguised  treason.  Upon 
Governor  Johnson  devolved  the  task  of  reorganizing  a  State,  devastated 
by  war,  and  rent  by  bitter  fitction.  Eastern  Tennessee,  his  own  native 
home,  and  the  stronghold  of  loyalty,  was  still  under  the  military  contrtd 
«f  the  rebels.  In  West  Tennessee,  in  which  alone  Governor  Johnson 
eould  exercise  any  practical  authority,  he  found  a  few  warm^  earnest,   and 
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tincere  mppwlwi,  men  who,  H^e  bdmseli^  had  heeli  from  tihe  outset  lovers 
of  the  UniiAi,  and  enemies  of  t^e  rebellion.  There  were  a  few  <^p^i  and 
TmdiBgaiBed  foes  of  the  Union,  who  had  the  courage  and  eonaistencj  to 
eiing,  in  the  time  of  its  adTereity,  to  the  same  rebel  cause  whi^  they  had 
advocated  when  it  was  popular  to  do  so.  Blit  far  the  greater  nomber  of 
the  community  consisted  of  insincere  and  hypoctitieal  adherents,  who  had 
yielded  umresistingly  to  the  popular  cnrtent  when  it  swept  the  State  into 
the  political  maeletrom  of  treason  and  rebelli<Hi*  These  men  were  now 
professedly  converted  to  the  National  cause  by  the  victorious  advance  of  the 
Federal  armies,  and  were  equally  ready  to  cry  "  Hosanna  *^  or  "  Crucify,*'  as 
the  popul^  demand  and  the  passing  cireumstances  might  seem  to  require. 

The  evening  of  his  arrival  in  ITiishvillea  puUic  meeting  was  held,  at 
which  Grovemor  Johnson  made  an  address,  afterwards  published  as  an 
^  Appeal  to  the  People  of  Tennessee.''  In  this  he  declared  that  it  wajs  the 
porposeof  the  Administration  to  secure  to  every  State  a  r^ublican  form  of 
Government ;  that  to  that  end  he  had  been  temporarily  appointed  military 
governor  of  the  State ;  that  it  was  his  duty  to  protect  public  propoty, 
to  afford  to  all  the  protection  of  law^  to  restore  the  State  as  speedily 
•8  possible  to  the  Union,  to  fill  by  appointment  all  offices  whidi  had 
been  vacaited  by  abandonment  or  treascm,  to  respect  all  rights  and  re* 
dress  all  wrongs,  and  that  while  he .  should  punish  intelligent  and  eon* 
icious  treason  in  high  places,  a  full  and  complete  amnesty  was  offered  for 
all  past  acts  to  those  who,  in  a  private,  unofficial  capadty,  had  assumed 
a  position  of  hostility  to  the  Government,  upon  the  one  condition  of 
ihdr  again  yielding  themselves  peaceful  sEuI^eots  to  the  just  supremacy 
of  the  laws. 

Governor  Johnson  at  onoe  commenced  vigorous  measures  for  the 
reestablidmient  of  the  National  Imthority.  ^Die  mayor  and  common 
eouncil  of  the  cify  were  n^quired  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiaaoe ;  they 
reused.  He  expelled  them  from  office,  and  appointed  others  in  their 
stead  Disloyal  men  <^  prominence  were  arreted.  The  press  was  put 
trndw  rigid  control,  that  there  should  be  no  treasonable  utterances.  One 
or  ttvo  journals  were  su^ressed;  An  order  was  issued  that  whenever  a 
Union  man  was  maltreated  by  guerrillas^  five  or  more  prominent  rebels^ 
from  the  immediate  vieinity,  should  be  arrested  for  retaliation. 

By  theee  measures  of  salutary  rigor,  some  degree  of  peace  and  prosr 
pmty  was  gradually  restored  to  the  city  over  which  treason  had  cast  its 
Uigfat.  Union  men,  seeing  that  the  occupation  of  Kashville  promised  te 
b«  permanent,  took  heart.  Timo-sarvers  and  popularity-hmiters  flocked 
hy  hundreds  frc»n  the  failing,  to  the  Union  cause.  Uni<m  meetings  were 
hAi,  Prominent  ex-tleadfflrs  from  among  the  rebels  sp<^e  in  feivor  of  retum- 
iag  to  the  old  flag.  Trade  revived*  The  courts  recommenced  their 
sessions.  The  Louisville  and  KashviUe  Bailroad  was  put  again  in  running 
«der.  A  regular  market  was  called  again  Into  existence.  Prices  became 
more  moderate.  Vacant  houses  found  ooeupants.  Some  sales  of  real 
estate,  even,  were  effected.  Still,  there  were  unmistakable  evidences  that 
the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  cil^  were  fiur  from  being  hearty  sup- 
porters of  tile  United  States  Government 
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At  a  local  eleelion,  held  on  the  33d  of  May,  a  BeoeBsionist  was  eleeted 
by  one  hundred  and  ninety  majority,  though  the  Union  vote  waB  moie 
than  three  times  the  rote  cast  in  1861  against  separation.    Treasonable 
langnage  was  so*  extensively  and  openly  nsed,  as  to  call  £br  an  order 
that  all  persons  ^o  shonld  b^  arrested  therefor  mnst  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance,  and  give  bonds,  or  be  sent  beyond  the  National  lines.    The 
influence  of  the  churches  was   antagonistic,  in  many  instances,  to  the 
Government.    In  June,  six  prominent  clergymen  of  the  city  having  been 
summoned  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  refusing,  five  were  sent 
to  the  penitentiary — one,  on  account  of  feeble  health,  being  paroled. 
These  measures  seem  serere;  doubtless  they  were  so;  but  it  must  be 
remembered  that  Nashrille  was  in  dose  proximity  to  the  rebel  army; 
that  it  was  surrounded  by  prowling  bands  of  guerrillas;  that  it  was 
filled  with  men  and  women  yenomously  traitorous,  and  who  regarded 
neither  the  laws  of  war,  the  obligations  of  honor,  the  requirements  of 
religion,  nOr  the  sanctity  of  an  oath,  in  their  unscrupulous  oi^)Osition 
to  the  National  Qovemment.    The  most  eneigetic  measures  were  requi- 
site to  secure  protection  for  the  patriot,  and  peace  for  the  city. 

While  Governor  Johnson  was  thus  devoting  his  enei^es  to  the  main- 
tenance of  order,  and  the  administration  of  a  qiMsi  civil  government,  the 
military  authorities  found  their  attrition  ftdly  demanded  by  new  oookr 
binations  and  positions  of  the  rebel  armies,  and  by  unexpected  dianges 
in  the  military  situation. 

Just  before  the  occupation  oi  Nashville  by  General  Buell'a  oolmm,  on 
the  25th  o(  February,  General  Johnston,  at  tiie  head  of  a  considerable 
rebel  force,  which,  previous  to  the  attack  upon  Fort  DonelsoB,  had  held 
Bowling  Green,  passed  through  the  former  city,  Tetreating  south.  He 
had  continued  his  march  as  fSur  as  Murfree8boro^  Here  it  was  thought 
he  would  give  battle,  but  upon  the  advance  ^of  the  National  troops,  the 
rebels  continued  their  flight  about  one  hundred  miles  farther  south,  and 
comm^iced  concentrating  along  the  line  of  the  Memphis  and  Gharleslon 
Railroad.  It  was  ibeir  object  to  resist  the  attempt  which  the  Union  forces 
were  now  making  to  get  in  the  rear  of  Memphis,  and  of  the  rebel  forts 
Randolph  and  Pillow,  which  were  then  flrovming  upon  tiie  Mississippi 

General  Buell  was,  tiieref6re,  directed  to  march  no  farther  eoutli,  but 
to  turn  his  army  in  a  westerly  direction,  and  form  a  junction  with  Greneral 
Grant,  who  had  already  advanced  up  the  Tennessee  River  as  far  as  Pitts- 
burg Landing,  almost  simultaneously  witii  General  Buell's  adrance  on 
Nashville.  As  early  as  the  3d  of  March,  by  a  gunboat  reoonnoisBance,  the 
rebels  were  discovered  fortifying  themselves  at  this  point,  and  after  a  diort 
but  sharp  skirmish  were  driven  from  their  works.  Meanwhile  a  ^reat  ex- 
pedition was  fitted  out  to  proceed,  under  Gknend  Grant,  up  the  Tenaes^eew 
It  consisted  of  five  divisions,  commanded  respectively  by  Generals  Sher- 
man, Hurlbut,  McClemand,  Lew.  Wallace,  and  Colonel  Lauman.  More 
than  fifty-seven  transports  were  employed,  besides  gunboats,  in  this  expe- 
dition. 

The  nature  and  object  of  these  various  movements,  and  their  connee- 
tion  with  contemporaueoxLs  events,  may  perhaps  be  more  readily  oonopr^ 
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he&ded  bj  a  reference  to  the  anneiced  map ;  and  a  rem^nbranco  of  those 
yariona  operationi^  which  were  taking  place  almost  simaltaneonslj,  and 
which  oonfltitnted  parts  of  a  single  campaign^  culminating  in  the  surrend^ 
of  Yicksbmrg  and  Port  Hadson,  and  the  recov^y  of  the  entire  line  of  the 
Missifisippi  Biver  bj  the  National  arms.  As  the  historian  mnst  record 
these  acts  separate!  j,  they  are  liable  to  become  dissociated  in  the  mind  of 
the  reader. 

It  is  the  middle  of  Mardi^  1863.  General  Ourtis  has  pursued  the 
routed  battalions  of  the  rebel  Price,  driven  him  into  the  mountains  of 
Arkansas,  awaited  quietly  hb  attack,  and  on  the  6th  and  7th  of  March  de- 
feated in  the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge  the  combined  forces  of  Yan  Dom, 
McCulloch,  and  Price.  General  Grant  and  Oommod<»^  Foote  have  captured 
Fort  Henry,  on  the  Tennessee  River,  on  the  6th  of  February,  and  Fort  Don- 
elson,  on  tiie  Cumberland  River,  the  16th  of  the  same  month.  Nashville 
had  been  occupied  on  the  25th  by  a  column  advancing  irom  Louisville  and 
Bowling  Green.  The  rebel  General  Johnston  has  retreated  to  Murfrees^ 
boro',  and  thence  south  towards  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad,  to 
form  a  junction  with  Beauregard,  which  he  soon  effected. 

Columbus  was  evacuated  by  the  rebels  on  the  1st  <^  March.  New 
Kadridi  surrendered  a  fortnight  later  to  General  Pope.  Conmiodbre  Foote 
is  still  thundering  away  at  the  iron  gates  of  Island  No.  10,  which  does  not 
surrender  until  the  7th  of  April,  the  very  day  on  which,  in  the  terrible 
battle  of  Shiloh,  the  rebel  victory  of  the  preceding  day  is  wrested  from 
them,  and  turned  into  a  disastrous  defioat.  Thus,  in  the  short  space  of 
two  months,  occur  the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge,  the  assault  at  New  Madrid, 
the  successfiil  siege  of  Island  No.  10,  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Henry,  the 
sanguinary  three  days'  battle  at  Fort  Donelson,  the  evacuation  of  Columbus, 
the  National  advance  through  BowUng  Green,  the  occupation  of  Nashville^ 
General  Grant's  expedition  up  the  Tennessee  River,  and  the  fierce  batUe 
of  Shiloh — all  forming  parts  of  one  campaign,  directed  by  one  mind,  con- 
stitutzng  one  plan,  tending  to  one  object — ^the  recovery  of  the  MissiasippL 
These  brilliant  achievements,  aided  by  General  Curtis^s  march  through 
the  wHdemess,  the  naval  engagements  on  the  great  river  which  c(mstitutes 
the  pride  and  the  power  of  the  nation,  and  the  si^e  of  Corinth,  resulted, 
after  four  months  of  severe  campaigning,  in  the  capture  of  Memphis,  and 
the  National  occupation  of  the  river  down  to  that  point. 

On  the  11th  of  March,  General  Grant's  adduce  reached  Savannah,  a 
little  hamlet  scarce  deserving  the  name  of  a  village.  It  was  situated  on  the 
Tenneseee  River,  but  a  few  miles  north  of  the  Mississippi  State  line.  The 
object  of  his  advance  was  apparent.  If  he  could  obtain  and  hold  posses- 
sion of  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad,  Memphis  would  fall  an  easy 
pfey  into  the  National  hands ;  the  fortifications  on  the  Mississippi  River 
would  be  no  longer  tenable ;  the  upper  half  of  the  river  would  pass,  at  once, 
imder  National  control ;  and  the  rebels  would  be  cut  off  from  their  most 
direct  communication  between  the  East  and  the  West. 

The  rebel  leaders,  through  the  multitude  of  traitors  who  thronged 
Washington,  were  eaiiy  informed  of  the  National  plans.  To  thwart  the 
movement.  General  Beaur^ard  was  assigned  the  conmiand  of  the  Depart- 
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ment  of  the  Miflsissii^i,  Which  he  issnmed  on  the  5th  of  March,  callmg 
Upon  the  GoTenxoTB  of  Tennessee,  Louisiana,  Miasissippi,  and  Alabama  fixr 
additional  troops.  ]2d>el  forces  were  recalled  from  PensacoU  and  Mobile 
to  strengthen  his  army.  The  nndeuB  was  composed  of  two  divisions  under 
General  Polk,  from  Columbus.  General  A.  S.  Johnston  was  directed  to 
more  from  Murfreesboro',  to  form  a  junction  with  this  body.  Cannon  were 
needed  The  people  were  called  upon  to  furnish  bells  from  their  churches 
and  plantations,  to  molt  up  for  artillery.  By  the  Ist  of  April,  the  whole 
rebel  force  was  concentrated  along  the  linB  of  the  Memphis  and  Charleston 
Bailroad.  General  Buell  was  at  this  time  moving  froM  Nashville  to  Savan- 
nah, to  form  a  junction  with  General  Grant.  The  nation  would  thus  have 
an  army  which,  though  inferior  in  numbers  to  that  of  the  rebels,  would 
probably  be  superior  in  armament. 


The  advantages,  however,  wMdi  the  rebels  possessed  for  a  speedy  con- 
centration of  their  force  may  be  seen  by  a  glance  at  the  map.  General 
Buell's  army  could  not  safely  bo  withdrawn  from  the  front  of  Kashvillo 
until  he  was  assured  that  General  Johnston's  force  had  been  permanently 
withdrawn  from  Murfreesboro'.    He  had  then  a  wearisome  march  acroM 
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the  ooimtry  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  mfles^  from  KashyiUe  to  Sarannah, 
before  he  could  reach  General  Grant.  The  rebele,  on  the  contrary,  had 
an  uninterrupted  line  of  communicatioa  by  rail  between  Marfreesboro'  and 
Corinth,  Thus,  while  GemTid  Bnell  was  moving  acroea  the  country  with 
the  delay  unavoidably  incident  to  such  a  marc^  the  rebel  General  John- 
aton  had  ah-eady  reached  Corinth.  The  united  rebel  army  had  been  or- 
ganized into  three  grand  divisiong,  under  Generals  Polk,  Bragg,  and 
Hardee. 

It  was  decided  by  the  rebels  not  to  await  the  National  advance,  but  to 
attack  General  Grant  before  the  arrival  of  General  Buell.  With  a  very 
spirited  addreea,  General  Johnston  endeavored  to  rouse  his  troops  to  the 
most  determined  valor.  In  order  to  convey  to  the  reader  a  clear  idea  of 
the  conflict  which  ensued,  a  brief  description  of  the  locality  is  needfuL 

Pittsburg  Landing  is  simply  a  steamboat  landing  for  the  surrounding 
country.  Two  log  huts  constituted  the  town.  Twenty  miles  back  from 
the  river,  in  a  southwesterly  direction,  is  Corinth,  at  the  junction  of  the 
Memphis  and  Charleston,  and  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Baihroads.  A  few 
miles  from  the  river,  on  the  Corinth  road,  stood,  prior  to  the  battle,  a  log 
church,  called  Shiloh  Church.  This  building,  at  the  close  of  the  first  day^ 
battle,  was  used  by  General  Beauregard  as  his  head*quarters,  and  gave  the 
name  to  the  battle-field.  The  surrounding  country  is  rolling,  partially 
cultivated,  but,  for  the  most  part,  covered  with  thidc  woods,  with  some 
underbrush,  the  whole  cut  up  by  numerous  ravines.  The  soil  is  clayey. 
A  maze  of  roads,  and  lanes,  and  by-paths  bewilders  any  one  not  tlu»roughly 
acquainted  with  the  region. 

On  either  side  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  but  at  some  little  distance  fi^m 
it,  there  is  a  creek  flowing  down  to  the  river.  One  branch  is  called  Lick 
Creek,  the  other  Snake  Creek.  About  six  miles  below  Pittsburg  Landing 
18  Crump's  Landing ;  and  still  farther  down,  on  the  eastern  banks  of  the 
river,  is  the  hamlet  of  Savannah,  to  which  we  have  alluded.  Here,  some 
ten  miles  from  the  main  body  of  his  army.  General  Grant  had  established 
his  head-quarters. 

At  Pittsburg  Landing  the  western  bank  of  the  river  is  high,  and  the 
road  runs  down  to  the  water  through  a  narrow  ravine.  Stretdiing  back 
from  this  landing,  over  a  space  of  from  two  to  four  miles,  General  Grant's 
army  was  encamped.  It  would  seem  that  the  Union  commanders  had  not 
conceived  that  they  might  be  attacked  by  the  rebels  b^ore  General  Buell 
should  arrive.  At  least  no  preparations  had  been  made  for  such  a  contin- 
gency. A  superior  hostile  army  lay  in  their  immediate  front.  A  deep, 
ttnbridged,  unfordable  river  was  in  their  rear.  Tet  their  divisions  were, 
apparently,  not  arranged  with  any  view  to  easy  and  speedy  concentration* 
General  Sherman's  Division,  which  occupied  tiie  extreme  front,  was  com- 
posed entirely  of  new  troops,  fresh  from  camps  of  instruction,  none  of 
whom  had  ever  been  under  fire.  No  attempt  was  made  to  throw  up  breast* 
works.  No  efficient  system  of  pickets  had  been  established,  and  no  suffi- 
cient system  of  scouting  had  been  maintained. 

The  fact  is  as  indisputable  as  it  is  extraordinary,  that  this  army,  separ- 
ated by  scarcely  a  score  of  miles  from  its  outnumbering  foe,  was  wholly 
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nnprepared  for  the  tremendons  aseanlt  which  was  speedily,  on  the  6th  of 
April,  made  npon  it.  They  were  apparently  taken  as  much  by  surprise  aa 
if  the  attack  had  come  from  the  stars.  Who  is  responsible  for  this  inex- 
plicable feet  it  is  difficult  to  tell.  The  country  excused,  though  not  with- 
out hesitation,  the  blunder,  since,  by  a  series  of  good  providences,  the 
army  was  saved  from  destruction,  and  a  National  victory  was  at  last 
gained,  though  at  a  fearful  sacrifice.  A  court  of  inquiry  was  talked  of, 
but  none  was  ordered.  The  wail  over  the  thousands  needlessly  slaughtered 
«wa8  drowned  in  the  shouts  of  the  final  victory,  and  the  hurried  verdict  of 
the  military  inquest  was,  as  usual,  "  No  blame  is  attached  to  any  one. 
Though  the  impartial  historian  cannot  indorse  this  tacit  exoneration, 
neither  can  he  be  expected  to  do  what  the  military  authorities,  with  all 
the  facts  before  them,  failed  to  do,  determine  on  whdm  the  responsibility 
of  the  first  day's  disaster  at  Pittsburg  Landing  rests. 

On  the  2d  of  April,  General  Beauregard  learned  that  General  Buell  was 
rapidly  advancing  across  the  country,  and  that  the  union  of  the  two 
National  forces  would  soon  be  effected.  His  own  preparations  for  the 
attack  were  not  yet  quite  completed.  But  he  determined  to  strike  without 
farther  delay.  On  the  morning  of  the  3d,  orders  were  issued  for  a  for- 
ward movement.  It  was  the  plan  to  attack  General  Grant's  forces  early 
on  the  morning  of  the  5th.  The  roads,  however,  were  narrow ;  the  rebel 
troops,  unused  to  marching,  and  a  severe  rain-storm,  on  the  mght  of  the 
4th,  delayed  them,  so  that  they  did  not  reach  the  immediate  front  of  the 
National  troops  until  the  afternoon  of  Saturday,  the  5th.  The  hour  of 
attack  was,  accordingly,  deferred  until  the  following  morning.  This  delay 
saved  the  National  forces  from  what  must  otherwise  have  proved  an  over- 
whelming defeat. 

Here,  during  Saturday  night,  lay  the  entire  rebel  army,  in  close  prox- 
imity to  the  Union  lines.  Yet  their  presence  seems  never  to  have  been  so 
much  as  suspected  by  the  Union  commanders.  But  thirty-five  thousand 
National  troops  had  crossed  the  river.  Seventy  thousand  rebels  were  pre- 
pared to  rush  upon  them.  During  the  entire  day  of  Saturday,  portions  of 
the  rebel  cavalry  were  frequently  seen  along  the  front.  There  were  fre- 
quent skirmishes.  It  is  said  that  General  Sherman  had  privately  stated 
tiiat  he  thought  that  there  was  great  danger  of  a  rebel  attack,  and  that 
General  Grant  had  intimated  a  like  opinion.  No  adequate  measures,  how- 
ever, were  taken  to  ascertisdn  the  whereabouts  of  the  rebels.  The  Union 
army  slept  quietly  in  its  tents  on  Saturday  night,  quite  unconscious  of  the 
storm  which  was  to  burst  upon  them  on  the  morrow.  "  I  did  not  believe," 
says  General  Sherman,  "that  the  enemy  designed  any  thing  but  a  strong 
demonstration." 

At  half-past  five  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  Sabbath  the  rebel 
columns  were  put  in  motion,  advancing  to  the  attack  in  three  lines,  imder 
the  three  generals,  Hardee,  Bragg,  and  Polk.  The  reserves  were  com- 
manded by  General  Breckenridge.  Generals  Johnston  and  Beaur^ard 
commanded  the  entire  movement.  The  former  was  conunander-in-chiefl 
Their  design  was  to  pierce  the  patriot  line,  and  then  drive  the  two  separ- 
ated  wings  back  into  the  river. 
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The  advance  divisioBS  of  tHe  patriot  army,  under  Generale  Sherman 
and  Prentiss,  were  taken  entirely  by  snrprise.  The  men  were  preparing 
breakfast.  Many  of  the  soldieiB  were  not  dressed.  Numbers  were  still  iu 
their  beds.  Many  of  the  guns  were  unloaded ;  most  of  them  were  stacked; 
when  suddenly  the  pickets  came  rushing  into  ilie  camp  with  the  cry,  ^^  They 
come !  They  come  I"  Warning  of  the  enemy's  i4>proaeh  had  indeed  been 
given  by  the  usual  signal — the  firing  of  the  picket^guns.  But  the  military 
law  which  forbade  the  discharge  of  fire  arms,  except  in  accordance  with 
orders,  had  been  habitually  disregarded.  Consequently,  the  scattering  fixe 
of  the  picket-guard  failed  to  alarm  the  half-awakened  army.  But  the 
mshing  rebels  were  in  the  camp  almost  as  soon  as  the  pickets  themadves. 
Officers  were  awakened  by  the  crash  of  shot  and  shell  through  their  tents. 
Others  were  never  awakened,  but  were  found  dead,  two  days  after,  in  their 
beds.  There  was  no  time  to  OTganize;  no  opportunity  to  rally.  Raw 
troops,  surprised,  unmarshalled,  defSeneeless — ^it  is  no  wonder  that  they 
should  have  fled  precipitately  and  in  wildest  confusion  back  to  the  river. 

Surprised,  however,  as  they  were.  Generals  Sherman  and  Prentiss  made 
the  most  heroic  attempts  to  rally  their  men,  and  retard,  at  least,  if  they 
could  not  repel,  the  advance  of  the  foe.  General  Prentiss's  efforts  were, 
however,  in  vain.  His  division  was  thrown  into  irremediable  confusicm 
by  the  sudden  fury  of  the  onset  Its  broken  rogiments  maintained  a 
Btardy  resistance  for  a  few  moments,  and  then,  overwhelmed  by  the  onrush- 
ing  flood,  were  driven  before  it.  In  l^e  awful  scene  of  tumult  and  disaster, 
General  Prentiss,  with  three  regiments,  became  detadied  from  the  rest  of 
the  troops,  and  all  were  taken  prisoners.  By  ten  o'clock  the  whole  division 
was  hopelessly  disorganized.  Some  of  its  troops  did  brave  fighting  later 
in  the  day,  but  in  scattered  detachments ;  and,  in  connection  with  other 
commands.  General  Sherman's  Division,  thanks  to  the  inde£a,tigabl  eenergy 
and  fearless,  almost  reckless,  bravery  of  its  commander,  maintained  its 
organization  more  successfully,  and  on  the  following  day  did  good  service. 

The  third  brigade,  which  was  the  one  first  attacked,  and  therefore  the 
most  completely  surprised,  disappeared  entirely  from  the  field  early  in  the 
action,  leaving  its  gallant  commander,  Colonel  Hildebrand,  without  a 
command.  He,  however,  served  very  effidwitly  in  the  field,  in  connection 
with  other  brigades,  and  succeeded  in  partially  reorganizing  his  own  for 
the  next  day's  battle.  General  Sherman,  by  personal  valc»:,  held  tc^ther 
a  large  proportion  of  his  two  remaining  brigades.  Hastily  forming  the 
shattered  regiments  in  line  of  battle,  he  gained  a  position  upon  a  ridge> 
where  he  succeeded  in  partially  checking  the  enemy's  advance.  General 
McClemand  promptly  sent  him  up  reenforcements.  But  it  was  impossible 
to  hold  untried  troops  under  the  overpowering  and  terrific  fire  which  fell 
upon  them.  He  was  driven  back,  and,  abandoning  his  camps  to  the 
enemy,  took  a  new  position  in  the  rear.  Thousands  of  stragglers,  throw- 
ing down  their  arms,  were  now  rushing  in  terror  for  the  river,  where  they 
had  no  means  of  crossing,  but  where  they  could  find  momentary  protection 
beneath  the  high  banks. 

Meanwhile,  General  Grant,  who  was  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  at 
Savannah,  eight  miles  distant,  was  apprised,  by  the  thunders  of  the  battle, 
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titat  an  ^igagement  was  in  progrdss.  Providentially ^  Gieneral  NelBon,  "With 
the  advance  of  Gteneral  Buell's  anny,  had  arrired  at  Savannah  Baturdaj 
might.  Genecal  Buell  also  in  peoon  ac^BOompanied  this  division  of  his 
army.  Orders  irere  immediatdy  ^Ven  to  General  Nelson  to  march  np  the 
left  bank  of  the  river  to  Pitlsbnrg  Landing,  and  to  be  ferried  across. 
Couriers  were  also  sent  to  divisions  in  the  rear,  m^ng  them  to  press  ftnr^ 
ward  with  the  ntmost  speed.  Gkneral  Grant  immediately  CTibarked  upon: 
a  transport,  and  hastened  to  the  scene  of  action.  General  Bnell  speedily 
fbUowed.  General  Lew.  Wallace,  of  Indiana,  wlio  mnst  not  be  con- 
fbmided  with  Brigadier-Genenal  W^  H.  L.  Wallace,  of  Illmois,  was 
stationed  at  Cramp's  Landing  Aroused  by  the  soxmd  of  the  cannon,  he 
had  promptly  brought  his  whole  eommand  into  a  condition  to  move,  the 
moment  he  should  receive  orders  to  that  efleet.  General  Grant  passed 
Crump  s  Landing  at  nine  o'dock,  and  left  orders  for  General  Wallace  to 
hold  his  brigades  in  readiness  to  more,  awaiting  further  orders. 

It  was  nearly  ten  o'dock  when  General  Grant  arrived  at  Pittsburg 
Landing.  It  scarcely  needed  the  few  hurried  words  he  there  received,  to 
leveal  to  him  the  extent  of  tlie  disasterwhioh  had  be&llen  the  army.  Be^ 
neath  the  riv^s  bank,  dbee  to  the  water's  edge,  he  found  a  vast  throng,  a 
tumultooos  mob  of  fugitives,  whose  pale  faces,  trembling  limbs,  and  excited 
ejaculations  told  too  plainly  the  story  of  defeat  and  consternation.  He 
found  that  the  first  line  of  the  Kational  army  had  been  entirely  abandoned 
to  the  enemy.  The  division  of  General  Prentiss  was,  for  the  time  being, 
utteriy  destroyed.  General  Sherman's  Division,  having  lost  a  whole  brigade, 
and  fearftilly  demoralized,  had  been,  together  with  the  reenforoements  sent 
to  it  by  General  McClemand,  driven  bade  nearly  two  miles.  The  position 
held  by  General  Stuart's  Brigade  was  w>  longer  tenable,  and  he  was  re* 
treating  to  avoid  being  surrounded  and  c£q)tured.  General  Lew.  Wallace, 
with  his  division,  was  six  miles  distant,  under  command  not  to  move  imtil 
he  should  receive  orders  to  do  so. 

It  scarcely  seemed  possible,  under  disasters  so  terrible,  that  the  utmost 
eourage  m  the  ranks,  and  the  most  perfect  unaminityof  counsel  among 
the  9fficers,  could  retrieve  the  failing  fortunai  of  the  day. 

It  was  probably  an  advantage  to  the  National  cause  that  there  was  an 
unbridged  and  xmifordable  river  to  check  the  rush  of  the  fugitives.  By 
vigorous  exertions  the  terror-stricken  crowd  was  gathered  up,  and  in  hur» 
ried  and  very  imperfect  organization  led  back  to  the  field.  A  message 
was  promply  dispatched  to  G^eral  Lew.  Wallace.  A  new  line  of  defence 
was  formed ;  and  here  the  battle  raged  fcnr  five  hours,  with  ftiry  which 
mortal  valor  and  desperation  could  not  surpass*  Again,  and  again,  the  ont- 
numbering  rebels  dashed  upon  our  lines.  Again,  and  again,  bafiled  and 
routed,  they  were  driven  back.  Still  the  advantages  of  the  assailants  in 
numbers  and  preparation  was  so  great  that  it  could  scarcely  be  doubted 
that  the  final  victory  would  be  theirs.  At  each  repulse  the  disordered 
troops  w^re  tak^i  to  the  rear,  and  fresh  ones  took  their  places. 

At  length,  at  half-past  three  o'clock.  General  Huribut's  Division  recoiled 
before  the  incessant  waves  of  attack,  and  fell  back  to  within  half  a  mile 
of  the  Landing.     The  division  of  General  W.  U.  L.  Wallace  was  thns  left 
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iti&otit  rappOTt  Jiw»  at  4b  j«Mt»n  tUi  grikirt  ofiasr  rmimd  s 
mortal  vomd,  aMl  iviat  bmme  awny  ftt>iii  the  fie&d*  Th»  ^mnou,  thnp 
befeftved  <ef  fte  h€tfoic  uiwumawkr,  ^^Mly  nrtiMted^r-^j&e  lait  diiriaion  tt 
TieldtotbedkMelenofdMtdimdMdAy.  it  vm  luyir  Jbnr  e^oloek.  Tha 
Katicnal  lilie^«v«s  wmjfwtoo  broken  and  driyea  l»ck to iiie  edgo  <tf  tbt 
lirer.  Fwtlier  retr»»t  iru  SmpoMibki  One  maremeociofairdbei  sdvane^ 
and  <tke  KadMMd  annjr  'VPOtld  be  Ikemlfy  driTen  ixite  tba  watar.  A  bo4 
affile  or  fiisthooMmd  fbgitiviea  waa  imdified  ibecieadi  tka  nyer'«  haiBk.  Tba 
flM0t  etremwns  «xertknui  ooidd  inat  indsee  then  to  rally  to  the  amataaoe 
ff  their  eoinradea,  who  were  atifl,  with  tke  eoNfiw  of  deapav,  battHng 
their  ^MB.    " 

Tlie  heraie  and  the  oowukHj,  the  noUe  aoid  the  jfOoUe^  wane  alike 
lookmg  anxionslj  down  the  nvet,  waitcbing  ^finr  the  ^veaA  of  Oeneral  Law« 
Wallace.  Hia  ^firedi  a»d  nacA^disctipluied  divieioa  might  paasiUy  torn  the 
livfmea  off  the  dayi  But^  aa  jet,  these  wene  ne  e^na  ef  ita  epproaoh* 
Feiianatelj  Hie  r^ls,  in  tkesr  preparation  for  oom  graad  iait  aaaaoh^ 
granted  e«r  breatldeBs  teoopallie  eeapite  of  half  «e  hoar,  ApfNarentlgr  hxA 
br  thia,  o«r  arm  j  at  liie  Laadfaig^  we«dd  havie  bean  anntUlatad.  The 
patriot  offieera  tikdaa  wiae  inapro9waaent  of  tbeae  peedoos  mooaeailB. 

Oelooei  Webster,  ehief  4)f  Oenend  Orant'a  staff,  hnmediy  ooQeeted  «fQi7 
gBnnpon  ii4d<fli^  oonldlay  Uakaafida.  Heaoonhadabattary  of  ttrmty^ 
twe^ieeea.  Two  of  them  wave  heafryeiege-giiBB.  He  arranged  them  in  ai 
Mfmieirde,  and  impr<Mriaed  a  eorpa  'Of  Tolmnteera  to  work  them.  While 
this  movement  waa  going  on,  anddenly  an  exabevant  about  was  heard 
from -tiietiienaands  of  paiiioHrtridDeneeldiera  beneath  ^het^^  AefosBtha 
river  was  to  be  eeen  tiae  rapid  approaoh  of  niassrvie  oolmnna^  tk»  bayonela 
^eanmif^  in  ibe  setting  awn.  <]knieial  IMeon  had  amyed  with  kia  adt 
▼anee  division  4>f  4}eneral  BneO^  army. 

These  troops,  atimidated  by  <iie  tlninder  of  the  ba^e  «0BMfoaalfy  peai* 
kig  in  their  ears,  had  pressed  forward,  ofver  analmoat  impassable  road,  with 
die  ntmeat eagemesa,  and  kad  ajmred  at  the  point  of  penl  juat  in-time  to 
leaeue  their  eeniiadaa  firom  nttmr  deatmetien.  JSngnkr^waa  the  castvaik 
exhibited  in  the  raya  of  titat  aeMlng  am.  Ott  the  one  aide  of  the  streaaa 
&ere  waa  a  erowd  4>f  fiiw  'Or  «iz  tiionaamd  Actives,  yonng  -and  nnliried  aol*^ 
tiers,  who  had  fled  from  the  oamage  which  flooded  the  £eld  widi  blood, 
leasnng  tfaedr^Kimradca  te  atmggle  nnaided  i^gainftt  the  exnltant  fbe^  and 
who  'weape  t»ow  anxieiaaly  looking  for  aomo^  means  of  transportation,  by 
which  l&ej  ndgbt  eaeape  aeroea  the  river.  Upon  the  'Cqppeaite  ah(»e  theire 
were  about  an  equal  number  of  troops,  who  had  been  toSixi^  all  day  wit^ 
I  miflagginLg  energy  to  teadi  the  very  Add  from  whiek  the  othen  had  fled, 
and  who  were  now  impatioitly  hwdaing  for  some  farrii^,  by  wiiieh  they 
migkt  jodtt  th^ir  strnggSng  and  oaerpawered  ccmiradeB,  and  share  in  their 
itiefcory  or  their  death.  The  needftd  tnuasporta -wens  apeedily  at  hand,  and 
General  Ncdson'a  troops  were  sent  aoBoaa  the  atream. 

iPt  waa  jnat  at  tUs  jnnetme  that  the  last  vebei  aaaaolt  waa  com* 

menead.     99ie  air  was  fbH  of  shot  -and  ahell.    So  ekee  had  the  rebeia 

paesaed  t^iiheilaatfpeaition'Of  tke*p«triola,  that  thekri^at  eecarikmaHy  f dS 

into  the  midst  of  the  panic-stricken  groap  at  the  landing.    Bat  aa  the  ok* 
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Qltant  foe  pressed  reektoeely  on,  assailing  the  National  left,  tbejenoonntered 
a  new,  imezpeeted,  and  tevrible  enemy.    Two  gunboats^  tite  Tyler  and 
the  L^dngton,  were  in  positicn,  awaiting  Some  opportunity  to  join  in  the 
fray.    They  imrnediately  opened  a  swift  and  deadly  fire  upon  the  foe,  now 
broii^t  within  their  range.    The  enormous  shelh  careering  through  the 
air,  carrying  dea&  to  the  ranks  of  tlis  rtbek  etrog^ing  throu^  the  oak 
jungles,  constituted  an  imposing  feature  of  the  scene.    This  waa  the  cuhni- '' 
nating  point  of  the  battle.   The  fight  iwas  now  desperate  beyond  descriptiDn,   ' 
Just  at  this  juncture  General  Nelson's  trodps  reached  the  western  banks  ^ 
of  the  river,  and  with  loud  cheers  rushed  upon  the  field.    They  did  not 
arrive  one  moment  too  early.    The  patriot  artillery,  which  was  magnifi- 
cently handled,  being  feebly  supported  by  infantry^  could  not  long  main-  . 
tain  its  position  agaii^  the  odds  crowding  upon  it. 

The  <4>portune  arrival  of  Ndson's  DivisicHi  decided  the  issues  of  the 
day.    The  rebel  advance,  met  by  the  murderous  fire  of  these  finesh  troq)s, 
was  checked ;  the  hour  oi  twilight  fSEMled  away  into  darkness ;  the  fire  of 
the  foe  slackened,  and  ^oomy  night  enveloped  the  scene.    The  tempest 
of  war  had^  for  the  time,  expended  all  its  thunders,  and  silenee^  as  of  the 
grave,  ensued.    The  reb^  notwidistanding  their  signal  sucoess,  had  as 
signally  failed  in  the  accomplishm^it  of  the  end  at  which  they  aimed. 
They  had  fallen  upon  the  piU;riots  by  surprise ;  had  driven  them  from  their 
tents,  which  the  foe  had  s^ed  and  rifled ;  they  had  taken  several  iJiousand 
prisoners;  had  broken  the  army  into  fragments,  and  driven  it  several  miles 
before  them.    They  had  not,  however,  compelled  General  Grant  to  surren- 
der.   They  had  not  driven  his  troops  into  the  river.    And  they  had  lost 
tiie  g^dden  opportunity  for  a  decisive  victory.    The  twelve  hones  of  the 
night  would  ^ow  General  Grant  to  bring  forward  fresh  forces  and  try  the 
wager  of  battle  anew.    "  To-morrow,"  said  General  Grant,  *'  they  will  be 
exhausted,  and  we  will  go  at  them  with  fresh  troops." 

Where  was  General  Lew.  Wallace  all  this  time  I  During  the  loxig  day 
die  roar  of  the  battle  fell  heavily  upon  his  impatient  ear.  He  had  a  divi- 
sion of  fresh  men  at  his  command^  whose  advent  upon  the  fi^eld  would^ 
at  any  moment,  have  gone  i$ac  to  save  the  day's  disastar.  A  messenger 
had  been  dispatched  for  him  soon  after  ten  o'doek.  And  yet  he  did  not 
reach  the  field  until  after  the  day's  fighting  was  over«  For  this  apparent . 
dilatoriness  he  has  beeA  veiy  severely  and  very  uiqustly  oensured.  A  ref- 
erence to  the  annexed  diagram  will  show  what  are  some  of  the  inevitable 
casualties  of  war,  and  how  the  most  heroic  of  men  may  be  exposed  to  the 
most  cruel  judgment. 

From  Orump's  Tjanding  a  road  leads  ba<&  into  the  countiy,  through 
Adamsville  to  Purdy.  From  this  road  three  others  lead  to  Pittabnqt 
Landing,  as  here  indicated.  The  central  road  forks  it  at  0,  one  brandi 
leading  up  to  the  Adamsville,  and  the  other  down  to  the  river  road; 
General  Lew.  Wallace's  Division  was  stationed  in  the  manner  indicated 
on  the  map,  in  three  camps,  one  at  Orump's  Landing,  one  at  Adamaiville, 
and  one  midway  between.  The  most  direet  road  frv)m  his  encampment 
to  the  main  army  was  A  B.  This  road  he  had  caused  to  be  coirdnroyed 
in  anticipation  of  future  exigencies. 
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Earlj  in  the  morning  Gkneral  Wallace  became  eatisfled  that  a  battle 
wu  in  prt^^resB.  Immediately  he  concentrated  hig  troops  at  A,  vhere  he 
held  them  in  readlnees  to  march.  As,  howeiTeT,  General  Grant  mut  ne- 
oenarilj  pass  Crump's  Landing  on  hie  'way  to  the  field,  he  awaited  inBtroo- 
tiong  from  him.  These  itutmctiouB  were,  aa  we  have  before  mentioned, 
not  to  move,  but  to  remain  where  he  waa  and  await  fbrtbfa-  orden. 
Bound  hf  this  oommand,  he  remained,  chafing  with  impatienoe,  within 
soimd  of  the  battle,  until  half-past  eleven  o'clock.  A  ooorier  then  arriTed 
with  instructioQB  from  General  Grant  directing  bim  to  mOT«  immediatelj, 
tod  join  the  National  army  on  thmr  rufkt.  This  order  was  iwned  before 
the  patriot  army  had  been  driven  back  from  their  lines.  Obedience  to 
this  order  required  that  General  Wallace  should  take  the  short  road,  A  B. 
Hjs  troops  were  instantly  put  in  motion.  Meanwhile  the  National  troops 
were,  uabnown  to  General  Wallace,  being  steadily  beaten  back.  A  litde 
b«£)re  he  reached  Snake  Creek,  he  was  overtaken  by  an  aid  of  General 
Grant  with  the  information  that  the  old  position  had  been  abandoned,  and 
that  fte  troope  were  fighting  a  desperate  and  losing  battle  near  the  land- 
ing. 

To  have  continned  his  march  in  the  direction  in  which  he  was  then 
moving  wonld  have  brought  him,  not  to  the  ri^t  of  his  oompanions  in 
arms,  bnt  to  the  rear  of  the  rebels,  where  his  entire  division  would  inev- 
itably have  been  captnred.  No  crosB-road  led  down  to  the  river  road. 
There  waa  but  one  alternative  left  him.     He  waa  compelled  to  retrace  bi» 


steps  to  C,  and  tlien  march  by  the  river  road  direct  to  the  Landing.  Thus, 
instead  of  six  niile6,  his  fnen  were  obliged  to  march  neailj  fifteen.  Thej 
did  not  reach  tbe  soexie  of  conflict  nfttfl  tftieit  sunset.  General  WaUace, 
under  the  circonistaiiDOeB  in  itfbldk  he  iras  plaaed,  did  evety  thing  which  a 
gallant  soldier  cctuld  dow 

During  the  night  th^  rebel  iMSt  iA9pt  <m  thfAt  aftns.  General  Beaure- 
gard had  received  intefligence  whidi  led  him  to  suppese  that  General 
Buell  could  not  teach  the  batde-lKeld  in  time  to  partid(pate  in  the  next 
day's  engagement.  littld  -doubt  appe«rs  to  have  been  cikitertained  by  the 
rebels  that  on  the  motrro'w  the  'i^attered  fettmants  of  General  Grant's 
army  would  fall  an  ea^  f>rey  into  their  hands.  60  eonfident  were  they  of 
this,  that  they  itaade  ^o  e^brt  to  gather  dp  the  spoils  from  our  camp 
which  they  had  feaptucred.  They  did  tiot'evetti  ¥ury  their  dead.  Beaure- 
gard telegraphed  the  news  of  his  vic^tory  to  Richtndtftd.  iJeff.  Davis  made 
it  the  subject  of  la  «pecial  message  to  the  rdbel  CongressL 

The  rebel  h<M  tidted  difring  the  nfight  in  the  confideiice  oC  assured  vic- 
tory. In  the  patriot  lin^  there  was,  under  the  veil' of  darkness,  the  most 
intense  activity.*  General  Kelson's  !Di vision  Was  ftrrie4  across  the  river. 
General  McCooI%  who  had  reached  Savannah  by  a  Iforced  march  at  seven 
o'clock  Sabbath  hight,  pressed  forward  with  his  indomitable,  tireless  band, 
and  by  half-past  nine  the  nett  momi^  was  on  the  field  of  battle,  just  in 
season  to  take  his  portion  in  the  Una  Meanwhile,  (jbneH'al  Lew.  Wallace, 
to  whom  was  assigned  the  ex!treme  right,  was  busfly  occupied  in  ascer- 
taining the  positions  of  the  foe,  in  planting  his  batteries,  and  in  arranging 
his  brigades  for  the  morrow's  battle.  The  remnants  of  the  shattered  and 
"panie-strieken  regiments  wete  gathered  togcither  'and  reoxgajadzeid*  The 
divioons  of  General  W.  L.  H.  Wallaoe  and  General  Pnentiss  had  lost  their 
^oonmianderB,  by  the  death  <^  the  one  and  the  captivity  of  the  other.  Tb^ 
two  divraons  were  mieiged  in  other  organisations  of  the  army.  Tbe-com- 
mands  of  Generab  Sherman  and  MoCSleomand,  which  had  bdeb  mBeh  shal- 
la?ed  and  dispersed,  were  eoUeoted  «Hd  reorganieed.  A  council  43i  war 
y^nA  held,  and  iine  line  of  battle  decided  upon  as  'indicated  on  the  mi^p. 

General  Wa&bee  held  the  tight^  supported  by  G^ieral  SbentttOi.  Gen- 
erals Nelson  and  Crittendto  held  the  left,  wh««  the  National  liae  bad  bean 
tnost  Seriously  cb*iven  back  the  4ay  before.  The  oentt^  was  >fomied  \}f 
<3^enerals  Orook,  Hurlbut,  and  MoCOemand.  It  was  aft^  Biidmigbt  beloM 
thefee  dispositions  were  effected.  Indeed,  as  we  ha^«  fioentioued,  Oeneral 
C^ook  did  not  -arrive  tipcm  tiie  .ground  ^Ith  his  <Mvttion  until  after  five 
«'clo(&  in  the  mormiig. 

*  "  On  Sunday  night  General  "Bteuregi^rd  establtehdclhiB  hesd-qtuHetB  at  tiie  little  church  iff 

'Rifloh,  and  otir  tftx^ps  w^ie  ^iteoted  to  sleep  dn  <heir  alaia  in  the  enemy's  enoatA{>metift.    The 

honra,  bx^erer,  which  abowldlMKte  been  devoted  to  the  -leflMehBient  of  nature  were  ^>eiit  ^ 

many  of  the  troops  in  a  disgraceful  hunt  after  the  spoils.     The  possession  of  the  rich  camp  of 

the  enem  J  seemed  to  haye  demoralized  whole  regiments.    All  through  the  night  and  early  the 

taext  morning  the  hunt  after  the  spoils  was  continued.    Oownrdlj  citlseus  and  rapacious  soldiers 

'Were  engaged  alflte  'in  the  wretehed  work,    they  might  l)e  ssen  efefywhere  plundering  liis 

toots,  out  of  whkih  the  enemy  had  been  driven,  and  loadisgtiiemselTssdowa  with  •tiieepoU.  The 

•mission  of  discipline  which  permitted  these  scenes  is  net  pardonable,  even  in  the  Uoeiise  and  in* 

dulgenoes  which^nerally  attend  the  yiotorj  of  an  army." — Southern  History  of  the  War,  f^irti 
Tadr,  t.d01. 
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About  midnight  a  furions  thnnder-Btorm  bniBt  upon  the  camp.  It  was, 
of  course,  a  source  of  great  discomfort  to  the  men  exposed  unsheltered  to 
its  drenching  flood.  Still,  it  afforded  refreshment  to  the  parched  lips  of  the 
mnltitude  of  wounded  sufferers,  moaning,  dying,  all  uncared  for,  over  the 
vast  field  from  which  the  patriot  troops  had  been  driven.  All  night,  too, 
the  gunboats  kept  up  a  slow  but  unceasing  fire  upon  the  rebel  lines.  In 
the  terrible  disaster  of  Sunday  afternoon  the  victorious  rebels  had  pursued 
the  patriots,  on  the  left,  eten .  to  the  haute  tef*  Hklt  river.  The  gunboats 
opened  such  a  fire  upon  them  that  Ihey  were  compelled  to  faU  back  beyond 
the  rang^  ^  tb«ir  ih^t  Thw^  ipeu  Wf  l^ft>  tbe  veVda  lost,  diwing  the 
night,  much  of  the  ground  the^  had  gained,  at  a  fearful  cost,  during  the 
day.  The  hours  of  darkness  passed  rapidly  away.  In  the  rebel  camp^ 
wbere  tho  fi>e  Y^exe  exulting  bx  the  abundance  from  which  they  had  driven 
mr  owA  trQop«^  tb9r%  iras  ooufid^ee  and  inactioA.  "With  the  patriots, 
exposed  unsheltered  to  night  and  the  storm,  there  was  anz^y  and  toit 
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THB  BATTLB  OT  SHILOH  AND  SISaB  07  COBIKVH. 

rrom  April  4th  to  May  80th,  1801 
PBBPABATIONB  to  RBHSW  TBI  BaTTLI. — ^AKBITAL  or  BlfiVFOBOBMSNTB. — DSSPBRATIOV   OF  TBI 

FieBT. — Patbiot  YiOTOBT. — ^IJkbzplainbd  Mtstjebibs. — ^Rbtbbat  or  tbb  Rbbbla. — Slow 

PUBSUIT. — BatTLB  or  FABMHrOTON.— SlEGB  OT  COBIVTH. — ^TbB  BbBKUI  EiOAl^B.'— **  NBWO 
09  TBB  BBADT.** 

The  morning  of  Monday,  April  4tli,  was  jnst  b^inning  to  dawn,  when 
tiie  various  divisions  of  the  patriot  armj  were  Bimnltaneonalj  put  in 
motion  to  anticipate  the  attack  of  their  foes*  Though  still  much  outnum- 
bered, they  were  animated  by  the  consciousness  that  four  fireah  divisions 
had  reenforced  them.  Oeneral  Beaur^ard  had  brought  his  whole  force 
with  him,  in  his  first  impetuous  attack,  and  had  no  reenforoements  at  his 
disposal.  He  had  also  lost,  in  the  battle  of  Sunday,  his  ablest  gen^^ 
Albert  Sidney  Johnston.*  Oeneral  Beaur^ard  was  himself  also,  at  tiiis 
time,  su£Fering  from  the  effects  of  protracted  illness. 

The  morning  light  revealed  to  the  rebel  leader,  in  the  extended  lines 
of  the  patriots,  that  his  plan  of  fighting  General  Grant's  and  General 
Buell's  army  separately  was  defeated.  It  was  apparent  that  an  important 
combination  had  been  effected.  The  patriot  hosts,  ^^  thrice  armed,"  slowly, 
cautiously,  resolutely  advanced  upon  the  foe,  pressing  tihem  back  over  the 
ground  tiiey  had  gained  the  day  before.  The  rebels  fought  with  their 
accustomed  desperation,  and  did  not  willingly  relinquish  the  victory,  which 
they  had  supposed  was  so  easily  within  their  grasp.  Again  and  again 
they  rushed  upon  our  adamantine  lines,  only  to  be  driven  back  in  disorder. 
The  heaviest  fighting  was  on  the  wings,  especially  on  the  right.     The  foe 

General  Albert  Sidnej  Johnston  was  bom  in  Kentuckj,  in  1803.  He  graduated  at  Weik 
Point  in  1826 ;  served  in  the  Black  Hawk  war,  and  in  1836  entered  the  Texan  army  as  a  primte 
soldier.  After  several  promotions,  he  succeeded  Oeneral  FeUx  Houston  in  the  cddef  command, 
and  was  involved  in  a  duel  with  him  in  consequence.  In  1838  he  was  appduted  Secretaiy  o( 
War,  and,  in  the  following  year,  engaged  in  a  successful  expedition  against  the  Oherokees.  In 
1840  he  retired  to  private  life  for  a  time,  in  Texas;  but  in  1846,  at  the  solicitatioii  of  General 
Taylor,  he  assumed  the  command  of  a  volunteer  Texan  regiment  against  the  Mazicana.  At  the 
sitge  of  Monterey  he  served  as  inspectoi^general,  and  gained  ibr  himself  much  diMinctkm.  In 
October,  1849,  he  received  fhxm  President  Taylor  the  iH;>pointment  of  paymaster  of  the  armji 
with  the  rank  of  major.  In  1867  he  conducted  the  expedition  against  the  Mormons,  and  com-  [ 
manded  the  District  of  Utah,  with  the  brevet  rank  of  brigadier-general,  until  I860,  when  he  was 
removed  to  the  command  of  the  Padflo  Department  and  stationed  at  San  Frandaoow  His  sympa- 
thies being  upon  the  side  of  the  Southern  Oonfederaoy,  he  was  making  arrangemetits  toUoliver  the 
State  of  Oalifomia  to  the  Oonfederaoy,  when  he  was  unexpectedly  superseded  in  his  command,  by 
General  K  Y.  Sumner,  before  his  plans  were  completed.  He  then  entered  the  rebel  army,  and 
mas,  next  to  General  Lee,  of  Yirgiaiai  perhaps  their  ablest  general — ArmucU  Oydppediajbr  1862. 
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hA  a  Balutarj  dread  of  the  gunbootR,  and,  thus  intimidated,  were  qtdt* 
unable  to  reeiBt,  on  our  left,  General  Wallace's  impetnoos  charges. 

Upon  onr  ri^t,  where  the  gunboats  conld  afford  ns  no  aid,  Ihej  massed 
their  forces.  Here  thej  brought  forward  the  Crescent  B^ment  of  New 
Orleans,  and  the  Washington  Artillery ;  and  here  General  Beauregard  was 
present  in  person,  inciting  his  troops  to  the  most  desperate  yalon  But  it 
was  all  in  vain.  The  rebels  were  steadily  driren,  oyer  the  uneren  ground, 
from  one  position  to  ano&er,  though  tiie  suiges  of  battle,  over  the  wide 
plain,  more  than  five  miles  in  length  and  three-fourths  of  a  mile  in  width, 
rolled  to  and  fro  in  many  ret^ats  and  advances.  There  w^re  the  thunder- 
ings  of  battmes  in  artillery  duels,  impetuous  infantry  charges,  ambuscades, 
and  the  sweep  of  cavalry.  There  were  dense  woods  to  grope  through,  and 
hills  to  dimb,  and  ravines  to  be  threaded. 

Many  regiments,  on  both  sides,  were  almost  annihilated.  The  Eleventh 
Illinois  stood  as  a  rock,  when  the  rebels,  five  r^ments  deep,  came  rushing 
upon  them.  "  The  whites  of  their  eyes,  boys,**  was  the  order  of  Iheir 
heroic  leader.  Colonel  Bansom.  The  li^ave  men  held  their  fire  until  every 
oue  coold  take  deliberate  aim.  Nearly  every  bullet  performed  its  mission. 
The  advancing  foe  staggered,  recoiled,  and  fied,  leaving  the  ground  covered 
with  their  slain.  But  again  they  rallied,  pouring  in  volley  aftier  volley 
upon  the  devoted  band.  Still  the  heroic  patriots  held  their  ground,  be^ 
grimed  with  smoke  and  smeared  with  blood,  until  but  one  hundred  w^re 
left  who  could  shoulder  a  musket  A  few  regiments  then  filed  in  their 
front,  and  they  were  for  a  moment  relieved.  Their  general  rode  up,  and 
gazing  proudly  yet  sadly  upon  thrai,  said,  ^^  Is  this  all  that  is  left  of  the 
£levc»D^  f*  ^*  Yes,**  was  Uie  reply.  "  Well,  my  men,**  said  the  general, 
^  ire  must  win  this  ^y,  or  a«  will  be  lost.  Will  you  try  it  ag^  T  "We 
will,"  was  the  heroic  response.  In  ten  minutes  they  were  again  buried  in 
the  smoke  and  tumult  of  the  battle. 

In  the  desperate  struggle  for  the  camps,  tliey  were  lost  and  won  again 
and  again.  The  tents  were  riddled  with  bullet-holes.  The  storm  of  lead 
was  so  thick  that  it  is  a  marvd  that  any  one  could  have  escaped  unshot. 
It  would  seem  that  a  bird  could  not  have  passed  through  that  leaden  hafl 
unscathed.  One  tree,  not  eighteen  inches  in  diameter,  was  struck  with 
ninety  baSs,  not  ten  feet  from  the  ground.  Another  was  pierced  by  sixty 
bullets.  €kneral  Grant  seemed  to  bear  a  charmed  life.  He  was  in  the 
tfaiekeet  of  the  battle,  and  was  untouched.  One  bullet  passed  through  the 
hack  of  General  Shermati*s  hat,  another  glanced  from  Ms  metallic  shoulder- 
strap,  and  a  third  passed  through  his  hand.  A  private  had  two  front  teeth 
struck  out  by  a  spent  bullet,  which  entered  his  mouth,  but  went  no  farther. 
In  the  thidc  underbrush  every  shrub,  though  not  larger  than  one's  finger, 
was  struck.  Dnrnig  the  battJe,  Gtenmttl  Buell  was  very  eflScient,  displays 
ing  commanding  qualities  of  generalship. 

Hour  after  hour  tins  fierce  fight  continued.  The  rebel  lines,  infantry, 
h(n*Be,  artillery,  all  were  slowly  driven  back.  Oheer  after  cheer  rang 
through  the  woods,  as  the  Union  troops  received  increasing  assurance  that 
the  day  was  theirs.  About  four  o'clock  the  retreating  foe  broke  into  a  run, 
and,  rushing  through  the  Union  camps  which  they  had  occupied  the  nighib 
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Wfore,  ]^f6Bs^  oik  to  thisir  cfwxi  •actinpfftint,  wUteh  Wa^  aboo^  two  mflei 
distant.  Here^  witbout  badting^  tb#^  eomafiftteit  thwr  t^it»  $tkii  mueh  ^ 
Ibeir  ttoped  td  the  flamea,  and  aeavcelj  tturned  to  look  baek  luitfl  tb^  were 
again  aafe  bebind  their  inii^Dofanie&ta  in  ClorinAk 

The  field  of  battle  |>reeeiited,  aa  ever  after  mabsk  a  iii^etytiutt  aapeel 
itf  soibery  wbicb  so  peo  can  defldibey  wbu^  no  imaghMitioii  ean  oonoeivOk 
It  k  aaid  thai  tiiei^  was  eicarei^  a  fod  over  the  extead^  plain  which  did 
Bot  ccmtain  a  dead  of  woonded  n^aii^  Where  &e  ehargea  were  Btade  the 
bodies  }$6y  hi  rowi^  fbnmiig  panapels  of  flesh  whidb  ii%ht  serve  as  breast* 
worha  Mangled  kera^ij,  matilated  oaen,  brokmi  gun-carriages^  and  all  the 
natnelese  dibri^  of  a  bottto^ddy  were  spi^ead  Motmd  in  aj^paHing  eonfiif 
ftion. 

No  attempt  was  made  to  pnrstie  the  relating  rebeii«  Our  exhausted 
iK)ops  Were  sati^ied  with  the  yi<$torj  they  bad  won,  and  were  in  no  oondi- 
'  tion  to  fitcmn  the  ramparls  t£  th^  foe.  Tbe  patriots  bad  reeovered  their 
fUftp,  and  bad  ree^^tured  most  of  the  guns  whieb  .had  be^a  tdcea 
from  tfaem  the  pr ededing  day.  Tbe  rebfds,  in  tbeir  i^tareat^  left  dieir  dead 
tmd  wounded  npon  the*  field.  The  following  day  General  ShemiAn  made 
1^  reeonnoiasance ;  but  be  returned  to  bis  eamp  at  ni^^  , 

It  is  dfflenh  to  state  with  pi«eision  the  loss  on^ther  sida  In  tiie  first 
4ay's  battle  it  is  edtiniated  that  tbe  Union  fotoe  was  about  thirty-five  dioo* 
§taid.  Tbe  rebele  Btarehed  out  tfotOf  Ciurinth  in  three  grand  divisM»ia 
SBdonntii]^  te  seventy  thonsa^d  men.  In  tbe  rebel  aoeoont:  ef  this  batde^ 
by  Pollard^  we  find  the  statement  that  the  Union  force  amonnted  to  «t 
least  foity^five  thousand  men ;  wbUe  the  rebel  foree  opposed  to  tiiem  is  ea* 
timated  at 'thirty-eight  thonsand.  Oeneral  Beauregard  ofloially  states  the 
lass  in  the  rebel  army  at  sevente^i  InmdiBd  and  twenty-ei^  killed ;  eigbl 
tibcmsiimd  and  twelve  wonnded}  and  nin^  hundred  and  fi%rnine  missingfe 
General  Grant  states  the  Union  loss  at'  about  fifteen  hundred  killed,  and 
three  thousand  five  hundred  wounded.  To  this  must  be  added  a  large 
erowd  of  j»Jsoneri,  of  whieh  tbe  rebelsp  in  their  wonderful  sueeess  on  ihe  first 
^  day  of  the  battle,  took  by  far  the  greater  number.  It  is  characteiistio  o£ 
Hie  rebels  during  this  whcde  eonfllot,  that  they  8b#uld  baii^  inscribed  Sbflok 
apon  Aeir  banners  as  a  rebel  vict^Hry. 

Thus  ended  the  sanguinary  battle  o£  Pittsbufg  Landing  and  Sbiloh.  It 
eertainly  resulted  in  a  National  vi^tary.  Bot  it  was^  just  as  suaely  a  Kar 
tional  disaster.  At  the  end  of  thirty-six  hours  of 'almoet  meessant  ^hting 
the  Kational  troops  were  left  in  preoisely  tbepontion  wbiek  they  bad 
occupied  before*  Though  tbe  rebels^had  been  4idTen  in  wild  romt  back  to 
their  intrenehments,  but  little  waa  gained  by  the  victory.  It  was  utterly 
mcomprahensibln  that  the  army  should  have  been  eoiposed  to  such  %Ml 
attack.^    27one  of  the  attempts  to  explain  it  have  been  4eeaied  ftilly  satia- 

*  ^'Genefil  Pteatist  ie  iv^orted  Id  hm  nade  tlis  fattowi^  ftilementi-«-*<3e&0r«l  Bsaoro* 
sard  'asked  me  if  wo  bsd  aof  woiks  at  1h»  tii^r,  to  which  I  vepMsd:  Yob  must  coogidar 
ju  poor  toldiera,  general,  if  jou  aii|^>08e  we  would  have  negleeted  to  plain  a  dutj.*  The  truth  |\ 
howeter,  that  we  had  no  worica  at  alL  General  Beauregard  stopped  the  pursuit  at  a  quarter  te 
Six.  Had  he  used  the  hour  stUI  left  to  him,  he  oould  hate  captured  the  last  4aii  es  this  aide  ef 
ftm  Jiftt,  ht  Qentral  B«dl  did  not  eress  till  Sondaf  ni^^" 
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fcdery^  The  xmi  eiplajMtkm  pmlNiUy  it,  thai  we  wene  then  ^(rricm  ui 
the  art  of  war.    We  learned  wisdom  by  eocpcvienceu 

ThetrathmMtbetdiL  The  hiatovy  of  the  lMU;ik  xnaj  be  fiomiiied  iq)  in 
one  paragrapit  On  the  first  day  of  the  oonfliflian  armj  ef  thirty-five  tbei»« 
aaBdBien,withafoe  seveiity  theoaapd  strong  in  its  fifont,  and  an  inif  nawMe 
riTer  in  its  rear,  with  the  heed^nartera  of  ita  commander-in-chief  some  ten 
vilea  froBOL  Ua  loeatieo,  with  ita  diyiBiona  hadl j  airaoged  for  defenee  in 
aase  of  attack,  and  ntterlj  nnpvorided  witb  anj  breaatworka  whatevar,^ 
allowed  itself  to  be  aorpriaed  hj  the  andden  assault  of  a  foe  supposed 
to  be  twenty  mitea  distaotywaa  beaten  a*  evevy  point,  and  was  saved  firom 
otter  deatroctioA  by  the  gnnboata^  and  by  the  fortiviata^  or  rather  provi* 
dential  arrival  of  General  BveU'a  advanee.  It  ia  true  that  this  haa  been 
officially  denied. 

^  Aa  to  the  talk,'*  aays  General  Grant,  ^'  of  our  being  swpriaedy  nothing 
eMdd  be  more  ftdee.  If  the  enemy  had  smt  ne  word  where  and  when  thej 
would  attaeky  we  could  not  have  been  better  prepared.  Bkirmiabing  had 
baan  going  en  for  two  dajjs,  between  oor  reeonnoitring  parties  and  the 
^lemy'a  advance.  I  did  not  Mm^  howewr^  that  iAiy  intended  to  maJu  a 
determined  aUack^  hut  ain^fHy  to  make  a  reoennai^mnce^  inforoeJ^ 

It  in  certain,  tb^  that  adetermined  attack  waa  nneipeeted,  and  events 
domonatrated  that  it  waa  whoUy  unprepared  for.  On  the  aeoond  day  the 
Kational  ana^,  inereaaed  by  fimr  diviaii»i%  amounting  to  twenty  thoikaand 
iDsn,  auoeeeded,  after  hard  fightings  in  ^vii^  back  the  foe,  and  in  regain^ 
tog  the  position  it  should  never  have  loaL  The  military  autliorities  have 
naver  given  na  the  meana  of  aaeertaimng  who  ia  to  be  held  reaponaiUe  fi» 
tUa  diaaater.  Ihe  reiq^imsihiti^  snsdy  cannot  be  thrown  upcm  the  raw 
leoraits,  who  were  placed  ij»  firoat)  and  irim  fled  twrroretrieken  firom  the 
fi>e  bnrating  npon  thorn  asleep  in  their  tenUk  It  ia  only  wonderM  that  tfa^ 
scenes  of  Bnll  Bun  were  not  repealed. 

The  reckless  audacity  which  gave  rise  to  the  battle  of  Pittsburg  Land- 
ing waa  followed  by  eu  excessive  cantion.  No  attempts  were  made  to  foL 
low  np  the  victory,  although  reeonnoissances  showed  that  the  enemy,  driven 
Irom  the  field,  and  having  lost  ene  of  their  ablest  oc^unandera,  were 
greatly  demonJised*  Indeed,  of  this  there  needed  no  other  evidence  tiban 
the  food  that  General  Johnston's  body  was-  left  npon  the  fiekL 

On  the  12th  ef  April,  General  Hidlack  arrived  at  Pittsbnrg  Landing, 
and  assumed  command  of  the  army.  It  waa  sni^)oeed  that  he  would  imf 
anediately  enter  into  an  examination  of  the  caosea  of  the  disaster.  Kumora 
w^re.rife  that  Gkvierat Gra^t  waa  to  be pni under  arrest  All snchreportf 
were,  however,  qnieUy  loleiiced  by  an  ocder  £x»n  General  Halleck,  iaaned 
en  the  13th  of  April^  expressing  hia  tbanka  to  (Generals  Bnell  and  Gxant^ 
and  the  officers  and  men  of  their  respective  commands,  for  the  victory 
achieved.  In  a  dispatch  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  however,  he  tiius  gives 
the  credit  of  the  success  to  General  Sherman : 

^^  It  isy''  he  writes,  ^^the  nnanimoua  opinion  here  that  Brigadier-General 
W.  T.  Sherman  saved  the  fbrtnne  of  tiie  day  <m  the  6th,  and  contributed 
bu^ly  to  the  glorious  victory  of  the  Tth ;  he  was  in  the  thickest  of  the 
fl^  on  both  days,  having  three  horses  killed  under  him,  and  being 
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wounded  twioe.    I  respectliilly  request  that  he  be  made  major-general  of 
Tolunteers,  to  date  fix^m  the  6th  instant.'' 

Meanwhile  the  rebels  had  withdrawn  to  Corinth.  The  importance  of 
maintaining  that  position  was  duly  estimated  hy  them.  Its  fidl  would 
raider  Memphis  no  longer  tenable,  and'^^onld  cfea  the  MisosBipja  Biyer 
through  to  Yicksbnrg.  The  approaches  to  Corinth  were  throngh  an  undu- 
lating and  densely-wooded  eounlsry,  where  those  who  held  the  defence  had 
great  advantage  oyer  their  assailants.  Each  party  began  now  to  prepare  for 
^  what  was  apparently  to  be  a  desperate  and  flaal  encounter.  €tona»ls  Yan 
'  Dom  and  Price,  with  the  r^nnants  of  the  rebel  army  which  had  fled  from 
the  terrible  defeat  at  Pea  Ridge,  were  transferred  to  General  Beauregard's 
eommand.  Qeneral  Lovell  had  also  joined  him  with  ike  forces  which  had 
escaped  firom  New  Orleans. 

General  Pope,  released  from  the  siege  of  Island  Ko.  10,  joined  Gen- 
*  end  Halleck  with  his  superb  division,  full  twenty  thousand  strong.  Other 
reenforoements  were  s^it  to  either  army.  At  length  the  National  army, 
on  the  29th  of  April,  commenced  a  slow  and  cautiouB  forward  movement 
upon  Corinth.  Their  main  approach  was  by  the  same  fine  road,  along  a 
h^h  belt  of  land,  which  the  rebels  had  trayersed  in  their  adyanee  and 
retreat.  It  was,  however,  a  barbarous  country,  with  only  occasional  houses 
in  small  openings  in  the  forest,  at  great  distances  from  each  other.  AU 
these  huts  were  fiUed  with  the  wounded  which  the  rebels  had  left  behind 
them,  and  were  surrounded  with  grayes.  At  every  adnmoe  strong 
intrenchments  were  thrown  up,  as  a  protection  in  case  of  a  rebel  assault, 
and  a  cover  for  future  mov^nents.  General  Sherman's  Diyision  alone 
eoeupied  and  strongly  intrenched  seven  distinct  camps.  The  advance  was 
strenuously  resisted  by  the  rebels.  Skirmishes,  reoonnoissancea^  almost 
pitched  battles^  were  of  daily  oecurrence.  Oneof  the  most  serioUB  of  these 
was  what  is  called  the  battle  of  Farmington.^ 

The  country  was  so  wild,  sditary,  and  full  of  fastnesses,  that  General . 
Halleck  deemed  it  necessary  to  proceed  with  ike  utmost  caution.  General 
Buell's  Division  was  moving  by  the  direct  road  from  the  landing,  towards 
Corinth.  General  Pope's  cohtmn  moved  from  Hamburg.  On  the  8d  of 
Hay,  a  reoonnoissance  in  force  was  s^it  out  from  Pope's  command, 
towards  Farmington.  Generals  Paine  and  Palmer  were  detailed  tor 
tills  op^ution.  The  column,  consisting  of  eight  or  ten  regiments,  well , 
sustained  by  batteries,  cavalry,  and  sharpshooters,  proceeded  about  five 
miles  on  the  Earmington  road,  when  it  encountered  the  rebel  cavalry 
pickets.  The  patriot  troops  prMsed  on,  driving  the  pickets  before  th^n, 
throwing  bridges  over  the  watercourses,  and  removing  the  obatraotions 
thrown  in  the  way,  until  three  o'clock  in  tiie  afternoon,  when,  as  they 

*  "The  forwsrd  movement  waa  ea  the  line  of  the  circle  sectkm,  whose  centre  w«a  Corinth. 
From  our  extreme  right  to  our  extreme  left  it  about  seyen  miles.  For  that  entire  distance  there 
is  an  almost  continuous  succession  of  encampments  of  in&ntrj,  caralry,  and  artillery.  These 
innumerable  canvas  villages,  with  their  swarms  of  men  and  *tMmai>  representiDg  together  s 
populatiott  equal  to  that  of  a  flrat-elaRs  tatjf  the  theuiaods  of  army  wagons,  wiioli  ^over  every 
road  from  the  Hver;  the  martial  music,  the  singing  and  shouting  of  the  soldiery,  the  neighing  of 
horses,  and  the  braying  of  mules,  all  resounding  from  every  hill  and  ravine,  presented  s  pageant 
Ibe  Uka  of  which  will  probably  never  be  seen  again  west  of  the  Alle^^iany  Uountaina." 
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were  emej^^ing  fiom  a  swamp,  they  oame  upon  a  large  body  of  the  enemy. 
The  rebdsy  under  Generals  FHoe  and  Van  Dom,  were  posted  upon  some 
ridges  aboot  twenty  fbet  high,  which  completely  oommanded  the  road. 
Ifaeir  batteiies  were  in  admirable  poeitian,  and  well  served. 

The  battle  immediaieiy  commeooed  in  earnest,  and  fer  half  an  hour 
Aeve  was  a  very  ieatce  artillery  dueL  But  our  in£uitry  and  sharpshooters 
gradually  feirced  their  way  through  the  woods,  and  poured  in  upon  the 
rebel  ganneiB  so  temble  a  fire  that  they  oould  endiu^  it  no  longer: 
draggfaig  their  guns  away  upon  the  gallop,  they  fled  in  confusion  back 
towards  Oorinth.  The  point  thus  gained  was  one  of  great  strategic  im- 
portanee.  The  steady  caward  advance  continued  with  extraordinary 
caution.  It  was  evident  timt  Gkneral  HaUebk  d^d  not  intend  to  storm  the 
intrenchments  of  the  foe,  and  equally  evident  that  the  rebels  had  no  inten- 
tion of  emerging  from  behind  their  ramparts. 

The  men  now  worked  night  and  day  clearing  away  the  underbrush  to 
give  nmge  to  our  batteries^  and  driving  the  enemy  some  distance  back 
from  tiie  front.  On  the  87th,  orders  came  £rom  General  HaUeck  to  Gen* 
eral  Sherman's  Division,  in  their  intrenched  camp,  to  send  a  force  the  netzt 
day  to  drive  the  rebels  from  a  house  in  our  front,  on  the  Oorinth  road,  to 
drive  in  their  pickets  as  far  as  possible,  and  make  strong  demonstration  on 
Oorinth  itself.  General  Shennaji  was  authorised  to  call  upon  any  of  the 
adjaMot  ^visions  for  aBsistanoe.  He  sent  to  General  McGlemand  for  cnie 
brigade,  and  to  General  Hnrlbut  for  another.  These  men  of  tried  gal^ 
lantry  were  to  co-operate  with  two  brigades  of  G^ieral  Sherman's  Division. 

Two  other  brigades  were  also  placed  subject  to  his  (»*ders.  One  was 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  John  A.  Logan,  and  the  other  of  General 
Yeatch.  These  men  took  so  efficient  a  part  in  the  operations  which  im- 
mediately snceeeded  as  to  elicit  the  warmest  praise  of  General  Sherman. 

The  enemy  occupied  a  double  Icehouse  on  a  long  ridge,  one  end  of 
which  we  held.  They  had  cut  loop-holes  through  the  logs  and  removed  a 
portion  of  the  roof^  and  thus  in  perfect  security,  with  their  sharpshooters 
they  eommanded  the  whole  field.  It  was  necessary  to  drive  the  foe  from 
the  house  and  the  ridge.  General  Denver's  Brigade,  with  Morton's  Bat- 
tery of  four  guns,  advanced  secretly  through  the  woods  in  one  direction. 
Generals  Yeatch,  Logan,  and  Smith  approached  from  other  points.  At  a 
given  signal,  they  were  all  to  ru^  impetuously  upon  the  ridge.  Two 
twenty-pound  Parrotts,  under  Major  Taylor,  were  very  skilftilly  moved  by 
hand  to  a  crest,  where,  concealed,  they  commanded  the  log-house.  The 
storm  now  burst.  A  dozen  shells  demolished  the  house.  The  troops 
dashed  forward  in  the  most  gallant  style*  The  foe,  surprised,  bewildered, 
terrified,  fled  into  the  dense  and  pathless  forest.  By  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  the  Stars  and  Stripes  floated  proudly  over  the  captured  field. 
Generals  Grant  and  Thomas  were  present  witnessing  this  heroic  afi*air. 

For  more  than  a  month,  from  the  12th  of  April  to  the  30th  of  May,  the 
anny,  under  General  HaHeck,  was  thus  warily  moving  a  distance  of  but 
about  twenty  miles  in  its  approaches  upon  Corinth.  At  last  our  lines  were 
irithin  two  hundred  yards  of  the  main  intrenchments  of  the  foe.  The 
rebels  had  attributed  their  defeat  at  Shiloh  to  the  aid  of  the  Federal  gun- 
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bofttiL  Their  preM  liftd  dt&ed  ihe  patriota  tokave  thelMmki  of  ibft  rvnUj 
aflfioriiig  tbeia  ai  epeedj  awftftilation  bj  tbe  Toibol  chiTibj  ahonld  Ihqr  Ytnr 
tare  to  do  §o.  Corinth  was  so  etrooig  hj  nature^  and  so  inpoartaaiA  to  tibo 
rebel  cause,  that  it  waa  maBifest  that  it  would  not  be  leliaqaiUbad  wit)M«t 
a  struggle.  One  of  the  stfinnest  and  most  deoisiye  oonftieta  of  tho  war  was 
a[^>areiitly  approadmig.  Mam j  of  die  patriot  troopa  were  more  thon  a 
thousand  miles  from  thcurhomaa.  l^ear  Unea  of  eonnmndetttioft  were  loagi 
and  gteallj  exposed.  The  rebels  were  at  kome,  had  ohoaea  their  own 
ground,  and  the  lab(»r  of  tens  of  thousands  of  hands  had  been  eraplo^ral 
for  many  montha  in  oonstmeting  &  series  of  tke  laoat  fbrmidabla  intreBeb^ 
naoits.  The  advantages  were  so  manifestly  with  the  rebels^  that  the  eovi^ 
try  looked  ferward  to  tbe  final  straggle  with  great  solicitude. 

Meanwhile  some  ehanges  in  the  orgaiojEation  of  the  army  had  takm 
place.  General  Kosecrans  took  command  of  General  0.  F.  Smith's  ^  IK*< 
vision,  that  o£^r  baring  died  soon  after  the  battle  of  Pittslwug  Landingi 
of  a  disease  which  bed  prevented  him  from  participating  in  that  oonflidu 
General  Grant  was  appointed  second  in  command  to  General  Halleck,  and 
General  George  H.  Thomas  f  took  General  Grant's  place  in  eoramand  of 
the  right  wing.  The  reserve  was  plaeed  under  the  command  of  Geneml 
McOlemand. 

On  the  28th  of  M^,  Colonel  Elliott,  of  the  Seeond  Iowa  Ckvalry,  waa 
diq)atched  with  nine  hund^red  horsemen  to  out  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Bail« 

*'Uticif-Qem»9l  Obarimi  F.  Sttlth  wsa  b«im in  PtiiBi^hwil*  aboat  1806,  and  ited  a*  fla^vimtli^ 
TinneeMe,  Apnl  35, 1869.  He  was  a  sok  of  te  tote  Dr.SaiiHMlB.  Smikh,  U.  S.  A., fnuUiated aft 
West  Poiat  in  182&,  aad  was  made  seoond^lieutenaiit  of  artiUerj  oa  the  let  of  July  in  the  iamt 
year.  In  1829  he  was  i^pointed  assistant  instruotor  in  infontrj  tacftics  at  West  Foint ;  in  1831 
was  promoted  to  the  adjutancj,  and  in  163S  was  made  a  first-Uentenant  In  1888  he  was  ap* 
pointed  instmotor  in  infiuitrj  taetSes  and  eommandamt  of  oadets,  and  the  suna  year  wea  psoiaalad 
to  a  oapiainoy.  He  took  an  impertaat  part  in  moat  of  the  hattles  of  the  Mexiean  wat ;  in  1847 
was  brevetted  m%|or  for  gaUant  eouduct  in  the  battles  of  Palo  AHo  and  Resaca  da  la  Palma,  in 
Texas,  and  at  tbe  battles  of  Monterey,  Contreras,  and  Churubusco  won  the  suooessive  breirets 
of  lientenant-colonel  and  colonel  In  the  same  year  he  was  appointed  acting  inspector  ■gmewl  b| 
Keziea  On  tbe  iSth  of  Korember,  1884,  he  waa  made  mi^or  of  the  First  Artfllery,  aii4  ia  tht 
IbUowing  jear  BeuteBanl-coloQel  of  the  Tenth  Inlbntrj.  In  8epte«iber,  1861,  he  was  promoted  te 
the  colonelcy  of  the  Third  Iniantry,  baring  the  preTious  month  been  appointed  brigadief-general 
of  Yolunteers  and  taken  charge  of  the  troops  at  Paducah,  B^ntudcy.  At  the  attack  on  Fort  Doe- 
elson,  the  most  brilliant  charge  waa  madb  by  the  troops  under  his  command.  For  hia  gaflantiy 
on  that  ooosaion  he  was  promoted  to  a  mi^^genetalship.  He  died  of  ohroalo  dysentery  oonkraotsi 
during  the  Mexican  war,  aad  fatally  aggrarated  by  his  exposuies  in  the  campaign  of  the-  Wei^ 
America  has  lost  in  this  war  no  better  soldier,  no  brayer  man — Am^icmk  Cyichpedia,  for  1862. 

f  Mijor-Ganeral  George  H.  Thomas  was  bom  in  Southampton  County,  Ylrginia,  in  July,  1816. 
He  graduated  at  West  Fohit  hi  1840,  and  was  appointed  to  the  Third  ArtOlery.  Hedlstbginshei 
himself  in  (he  Florida  war,  and  was  brayetted  flrat-Ueutenant.  A:t  Monterey,  in  Meocieo,  ha  mm 
tbe  breret  rank  of  oaptain.  At  Buena  Vista  he  gained  the  sank  of  mi^or.  At  the  does  of  ^ 
war  he  was  appointed,  in  1850,  instroctor  of  artillery  and  cavaby  at  West  Pc^t  Upon  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  rebellion,  Mijor  Thomas  was  found  "fiuthAil  among  the  tUthless,**  and  wamdy  e^ 
poueed  the  National  cause.  In  1861  he  was  appohited  colonel  of  the  Flf^  OaTaky,  aw  post  ba» 
lag  vacant  through  the  treason  of  the  commanding  offloer  of  the  reglmeat»0Ql6lielBQbertfS.iee,  In 
Af^nst  he  was  appointed  brigadier-general  of  foluntears,  and  went  to  the  West  Here  he  dl«r 
tinguished  himself  as  a  soldier  and  an  officer.  When  General  Buell  was  remored,  Qenend 
Thomas  was  appointed  by  President  Lincoln  to  take  his  plsce.  He,  howerer,  declined  the  honor, 
and  upon  General  BoSecrans  assomfaig  the  snpreme  eommand,  he  took  <9ommattd  of  a  earpl  of  the 
Araqr  oftha  Oumbarland, 


THE    BATTLE    0¥    SfllLOH    AND    flIEOK    OF    CORINTH.      221 

mad  4B(Hith  ^  C(»iAtibL.  Tliie  €M»xinl37  waB  ahtocft  uoimhabited.  Itwrnex.- 
oeedii^ly  difficult  to  obtain  fovage  or  feod.  Tb^ugh  tke  maix^  was  i^ 
tended  wi&  gx'eat  hardshipB,  the  objed;  wm  Aooomplisfaed.  Besides  teai^ 
mg  up  the  track,  a  tnm  of  twe&^-wc  oars,  lad^i  with  arpis  and  anmMb- 
nition,  was  destroyed.  ^ 

It  now  seemed  evideirt  that  tt  battle  eoaM  not  long  be  delayed.  The 
Ifationai  troops  were  immediately  before  the  last  line  of  i^bel  w(M*k8.  A 
0tep  in  advance  wohM  brix^  them  in  ces^aet  with  ihb  foe.  On  the  2d  of 
May  General  Beaor^ard  had  issued  an  afipeal  to  1^  army,  to  rally  for  a 
decisiye  battle.  'Every  subsequent  step  of  the  ipatriot  tvoops  had  bee9 
stubbornly  resisted*  The  decisive  honr  had  come.  On  the  morning  of 
the  ^Oth  of  May,  just  as  our  troops  were  ready  for  the  final  rush,  heavy  ex^- 
plosions  were  hea^  in  the  midst  of  theenemy's  works  at  Connth.  "  About 
six  o'clock  in  the  momix^"  writes  'general  Sherftian,  ^'  aourious  exploeion^ 
AGimding  like  a  volley  of  laijge  sioge-pieoes,  iioUowed  by  others  singly  and 
ia  twos  and  threes,  airested  our  attention.  Soon  adter  a  large  smoke  arose 
&om  the  direction  of  Oorindi,  when  I  tekgn^phed  to  Oaneral  HaUeck  to 
ascertain  the  oause.  He  answ^!^  that  he  oonld  not  ex}>Iain  it,  but  op* 
dered  me  to  advance  n\y  division,  and  feel  the  enemy^  ii*  still  in  mj  front.'^ 
General  Morgan  L.  Smith's  brigade  was  sent  forward.  Moving  rapidly 
down  the  naain  road,  they  eoitesed  the  first  redoubt  of  the  enemy  at  seven 
^-clock  in  the  morning  of  May  80th.  It  was  oompletedy  ovacuated.  "Not 
the  vestige  of  an  enemy  could  be  seen*  The  recoHneitring  foi^ce  pushed 
•boldly  on  into  Coidnth,  and  b^ycmd  it,  to  College  HUl.  Silenoe,  solitude^ 
desolation  reigned  everywhere.  Abandoned  camps,  a  burning  town, 
smouldering  ruins^  provisions  of  all  kinds  scattered  wastefully  around, 
broken  gun-carriages,  im4  piles  of  abot  and  shell,  wiere  all  thart  remained 
to  teQ  of  the  proud  hoert;  which,  rbut  a  ferw  hours  before,  had  gamsoned 
those  almost  impregnable .  ramparts. 

It  subsequently  appeared  that  the  enemy  had  qpent  several  dsys  im 
their  Jl^snrely  retirement*  AU  oi  the  sick,  and  moat  of  their  stores,  ar- 
tiUeiy.,  and  amnnmitioii,  had  been  oarefoUy  removed.  But  even  the  im- 
n^nse  rolling  stock  of  the  railroad,  at  their  command,  could  not  remove 
an  army  of  one  hundred  thousand  m^  with  the  enormous  supplies  which 
sUGh  4kho6t  re^mnes.  Most  of  the  troops  weie  oon^pelled  to  march  aw%y. 
Their  retreat  oommmiGed  at  ten  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  29th.  Their 
dense  and  massive  colunms  crowded  aU  the  roads  leadii^  to  the  south 
and  west.  J>uring  the  evacuation  an  unbroken  line  of  pickets  had  been 
kept  out,  and  a  strong  show  of  Tesistance  made.  The  ruse  was  quite 
suoesssful.  General  fialleck  and  Ins  anx^y  had  been  k^t  for  niore  •than  a 
numth  at  bay,  and  now  the  foe  had  escaped,  leaving  nothing  of  value  be* 
hind.  By  some  unexplained  mistake.  General  Pope  officially  announced 
flie  capture  of  ten  thousand  (probably  two  was  written)  prisoners.  The 
public  press  also  announced  that  the  rebel  army  had  fled  utterly  demor- 
ilized.     Both  of  these  statements  were  ve^  far  from  the  truth.* 

*  Oencfrai  HAlleok's  dteiMtdi  to  tha  Seererfevj  of  W«r,  dftted  Maj  SOth,  Mimoonaiiig  tbe  oqp^ 
tore,  is  as  ftiUoWB  :-* 

^'The  eosmy^  posUtotovndirortni  hi  front  of  Oorinth  were  oxoeediiiglj  strong.  HeoadDotBour 
ooeopy  a  stronger  poBition  in  his  flight    This  morning  he  desferogrod  an  immeasa  aiaonnt  of  yiMii 
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The  moral  and  etrat^c  restdts  of  the  siege  of  Oorintft  irare,  however, 
very  great.  Fort  Randolph  and  Fort  Pillow  were  no  longer  tenable. 
Memphis  was  forthwith  snrrendared.  All  Western  Tennessee  was  hence^ 
forth  under  National  authority ;  and  a  very  important  and  essential  step 
had  been  taken  towards  the  final  opening  of  the  Mississippi  Biver. 

General  Halleck  has  been  severely  criticised  for  not  proceeding  with 
more  rapidity  in  his  advance  on  Corinth.  The  event  did  indeed  demon- 
strate that  a  more  vigorous  assault  would  probably  have  been  successM. 
But  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  National  arms  had  already  suffered  a 
serious  disaster,  that  another  reverse  would  have  been  terrible,  that  the 
rebels  had  concentrated  a  large  army  in  a  very  commanding  position, 
strongly  fortified,  and  that  there  was  every  indication  of  their  resolve  to 
maintain  their  post  at  every  hazard. 

The  country  over  which  General  Halleck  was  to  pass,  ftill  of  forests 
and  ravines,  was  such  as  required  the  utmost  caution  to  avoid  falling  into 
ambuscades.  The  advance  upon  Corinth  military  men  wiU  probably  pro- 
nounce to  have  been  well  conducted.  But  the  aQowing  the  rebels  to  re- 
treat with  their  whole  army  and  all  their  fine  material,  when  our  whole 
army  was,  for  forty-eight  hours,  within  half  a  mile  of  their  lines,  was 
surely  an  unmilitary  act. 

The  conduct  of  the  rebels,  in  thus  retreating,  is  quite  incomprehensi- 
ble. A  vigorous  defence  would  have  made  any  attempt  to  carry  Corinth 
by  assault  exceedingly  difficult,  and  doubtful  of  success.  Its  cowardly 
evacuation  excited  general  contempt  both  throughout  the  North  and  the 
South. 

Historic  fidelity  compels  us  to  say  one  word  in  conclusion.  ^VParson 
Brdwnlow  ^  speaks  of  a  disease  called  ^^  n^ro  on  the  brain."  Many  of 
our  officers  at  that  time  had  this  disease  dreadfully.  Several  of  our  gen- 
erals would  not  allow  a  negro  to  shoulder  a  musket,  or  handle  a  spade  in 
the  trenches,  or  enter  the  camp  to  give  any  information.  There  were 
thousands  of  these  dark-skinned  patriots  all  around,  eager  to  inform  Gen- 
eral Halleck  of  the  movements  of  their  rebel  maBters.  With  patriot  zeal 
and  brawny  arms  they  were  hungering  to  relieve  the  weary  soldiers  in  the 
trenches,  and  to  lighten  much  of  the  most  onerous  toil  of  the  camp.  But 
by  an  inexorable  decree  they  were  excluded  from  the  lines.  General  O. 
M.  Mitchel  informed  the  writer  that  with  all  his  powers  of  heart  and  ut- 
terance he  remonstrated  against  this  insane  folly. 

The  result  was  as  might  have  been  anticipated.  As  we  have  narrated, 
one  morning  the  rebels  had  all  ranished,  like  the  river-fog;  and  so 
Ifcdroitly  did  they  conduct  their  retreat,  that  they  left  not  a  gun,  a  wagon, 
or  a  biscuit  behind  them.  It  is  humiliating  to  refiect  that  it  took  two 
years  of  toil  and  camag^to  conquer  the  prejudice  that,  though  we  may 

and  priyate  property,  ftores,  proyisions,  wagons,  tents,  Ac  For  miles  out  of  the  town  the  roads 
are  filled  with  sraA  haversacks,  fta,  thrown  away  hj  his  fleeing  troops.  A  large  number  of 
prisoners  and  de^eixlQrs  have  been  captured,  estimated  bj  General  Pope  at  two  thouaaad.  Gen- 
eral Beauregard  evidently  distnists  his  army,  or  he  would  have  defended  so  strong  a  poMUon.  ma 
troops  are  generally  much  discouraged  and  demoralised.  In  all  the  eBgagements  far  the  laat  few 
days  their  resiatanoa  has  been  slight** 
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086  mules  and  donkeys  in  the  army,  we  mnst  not  let  men  help  ns,  whose 
skiiiB  are  not  as  white  as  ours.  God's  dealings  with  ns  soon  cored  the 
nation  of  this  delusion.  Gradually  we  gathered  into  the  National  army 
between  two  and  three  hundred  thousand  of  these  patriots  of  Ethiopic 
hne. 

And  when  at  length  the  nation  saw  Jefferson  Davis  and  Eobert  E.  Lee 
standing  hat  in  hand  before  a  group  of  negroes,  saying,  ^^  Please  come  and 
help  us ;  if  you  will,  we  will  give  you  your  freedom  and  a  £arm,"  all  were 
eompeUed  to  admit  that  the  world  does  indeed  move. 


i 
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€HAPTER'XVIII. 

PURSUIT    OF    THE    REBBL8. 
(Frum  Juiunij  to  March,  186S.) 

Btati  or  THB  AsuT  AiTBB  Fbemont^s  Rbuoyal. — Retreat  or  the  Rebel  Pbiob. — Ck)KCEir- 

TRATION  OF  TUB  PATRIOT  ARVY  AT  ROLLA. — ^FUOHT  Ain>  PUBBUIT  Or  THE  REBELS. — COKFLIOT 

AT  Sugar  Creek. — Heroish  or  Colonel  Ellis. — The  Rebels  Price,  MoCdllogh,  Ain)  Tae 
Dork.— MAjBsno  Plan  to  crush  the  Patriots. — ^Preluukabibs  or  the  Battle  or  Pea 
Ridge. 

History  has  no  record  of  any  war  which,  in  the  magnitude  and  variety 
of  its  operations,  will  compare  with  the  Civil  War  in  America.  It  com- 
prises a  variety  of  quite  distinct  campaigns,  often  simultaneously  in 
operation,  either  one  of  which  would,  in  earlier  ages,  have  sufficed  to  fur- 
nish materials  for  volumes  of  history  and  libraries  of  romances.  The 
single  Department  of  the  West,  under  General  Halleck,  embraced  three 
almost  independent  campaigns.  One  was  the  ascent  of  the  Tennessee 
and  Cumberland  Bivers,  including  the  attempted  occupation  of  East  Ten- 
nessee. The  second  was  the  descent  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver  by  the  gun- 
boat fleet.  The  third  was  the  campaign  to  drive  the  invading  rebels  from 
Missouri.     To  this  campaign  we  now  invite  the  .attention  of  the  reader. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  National  army  had  been  withdrawn 
from  Springfield  at  the  time  of  General  Fremont's  untoward  snpersedure. 
As  the  disheartened  army,  declining  a  battle,  was  marched  back  to  the 
vicinity  of  St.  Louis,  the  exultant  rebels,  under  General  Price,  occupied 
the  ground  they  vacated;  the  rebel  general  extended  his  lines  as  far 
north  as  the  Little  Osage.  The  southernmost  point  occupied  by  the  Union 
forces  was  the  town  of  EoUa,  which  was  at  the  southern  terminus  of  the 
southwestern  branch  of  the  Pacific  Railroad.  General  Sigel,  who  had  dis- 
played military  ability  as  yet  unsurpassed,  was  stationed  at  this  point, 
with  the  Third  Division  of  the  army. 

In  December,  1861,  the  rebel  General  Price  fell  back  to  Springfield, 
built  huts  for  his  soldiers,  and  made  extensive  preparations  to  pass  the 
winter  comfortably  in  quarters.  He  also  established  a  recruiting  camp  at 
this  spot,  and  soon  augmented  his  command  by  an  addition  of  four  thou- 
sand volunteers.  General  Price,  however,  was  not  destined  long  to  be  left 
undisturbed.  General  Halleck,  while  he  was  making  vigorous  preparations 
for  the  descent  of  the  Mississippi,  and  also  for  a  flank  movement  by  the 
array  upon  the  fix)wning  bluffs  of  Columbus,  by  the  occupation  of  Nashville, 
was  also  noiselessly  but  efliciently  organizing  a  force  to  drive  the  invading 
rebels  out  of  the  State  of  Missouri.  The  rebels  had  avowed  their  deter- 
mination to  force  into  their  Confederacy  every  State  in  Which  there  was  a 
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dave,  and  to  seeore  unitj  in  dieir  realm  bj  driving  from  it,  or  hangings 
efery  man  who  was  Qven  suspected  of  being  hostile  to  their  swaj. 

The  force  organized  bj  General  Halleck,  ior  the  redemption  of  Mift- 
0OQri,  consisted  of  four  divisions.  Thay  were  commanded  repesctively  bj 
Colonel  Osterhaus,  Brigadiw-G«neral^Asboth,'  and  Colonels  Jefferson  C. 
Davis  and  E.  A.  Carr.  The  first  and  second  divisions  constituted  a  sipglit 
corps,  under  the  coAimand  of  'Brigadier-General  8igel.  The  whole  forc# 
was  led  by  Major-General  Curtis. 

In  the  latter  part  of  January,  1862,  these  forces  were  quietly  concen- 
trated at  their  rendezvous  at  RoUa.  They  then  advanced  to  Lebancm,  an 
important  point  half  way  between  BoUa  and  Springfield.  General  Price 
being  apprised  of  this  fact,  and  of  the  assault  with  whidi  he  was  thus 
menaced,  immediately  prepared  for  a  retreat.  Without  making  any  show 
of  resistance,  he  abandoned  his  winter-quarters  so  precipitately  Ihat  six 
hundred  of  his  sick  were  left  behind  him,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of 
wagons  and  forage.  The  National  troops,  pursuing  the  identical  plan 
which  General  Fremont  had  marked  out  fcHr  them  three  months  beforci 
moved  rapidly  forward  and  took  possession  of  the  abandoned  intrench- 
ments.  The  only  opposition  they  encountered  was  a  slight  skirmishing 
with  the  enemy's  pickets. 

It  was  the  13th  of  February  when  the  Union  troops  entered  Spring* 
field,  and  the  National  banners  again  floated  over  the  same  position 
in  which  General  Fremont  had  placed  them  in  the  autumn.  The 
weather  was  then  fine,  the  roads  good,  and  a  month  or  six  wedcs  of  the 
most  favorable  season  for  operations  in  the  field  remained,  before  winter 
would  set  in.  Kow  it  was  midwinter,  and  the  most  difiicult  period  in  the 
whole  year  for  military  movements.  It  was  the  time  for  storms  of  sleet 
and  snow,  and  icy  gales,  and  of  thaws,  rendering  the  roads  so  miry  as  to 
be  almost  impassable  for  wagons.  It  was  weather  to  try  the  endurance  of 
the  hardiest  soldiers.  Such  were  the  disadvantages  which  had  be^i 
incurred  by  this  three  months'  delay. 

General  Price  conjectured  that  the  National  troops  would  remain  a  few 
days  at  Springfield  to  recmit,  and  to  enjoy  the  comforts  of  the  camp  he 
had  surrendered  to  them,  but  he  miscalculated.  General  Curtis  left  a 
small  force  to  guard  the  town,  and  with  the  remainder  of  his  army  pressed 
immediately  and  energetically  on,  in  pursuit  of  the  retreating  rebels.  A 
series  of  extraordinary  marches  ensued.  The  advance-guard  of  the 
National  army  came  up  several  times,  at  night,  with  the  rear-guard  of  the 
rebels;  but  invariably,  during  the  darkness,  the  rebel  host  8li{^)ed  noise- 
'lessly  away,  and  made  good  their  escape.  Ev^y  man  in  the  patriot  army 
was  elated  in  the  chase,  and  they  pressed  forward  through  roads  which 
could  ofi^i  be  fitly  compared  widi  ihe  Slough  of  Despond,  at  the  rate  of 
twenty  miles  a  day.  It  was  impossible  to  transport  supplies  with  such 
rapidity,  and  the  army  became  mainly  dq>endent  upon  its  daily  forage  for 
its  daily  food. 

The  lightened  rebels  fled  with  such  rapidity,  that  they  left  bdiind  them 
many  signs  of  their  continually  increasing  disorganization.  The  road 
was  strewed  with  broken  wagons,  army  stores,  and  dead  and  dying  horsen 

Vol.  n.— 14 


A 


336  CIVIL    WAB    IN    AUSBIOA. 

And  mules.  Bnt  whiler  fear  gave  speed  to  the  fugitives,  hope  proved  an 
equal  incentive  to  the  pursuers.  The  advance-guard  of  the  patriots 
frequently  threw  their  shot  and  shell  into  the  confused  ranks  of  the  fugi* 
tives,  and  many  stragglers  were  taken  prisoners. 

On  the  lYth,  the  rebels,  finding  the  pursuit  quite  too  hot  for  them, 
attempted  to  make  a  stand  to  check  the  iN'ational  advance.*  They  selected 
for  this  purpose  an  admirable  site,  -which  gave  them  great  advantage  over 
their  assailants.  It  was  the  valley  of  a  stream  known  as  Sugar  Creek. 
The  valley  is  situated  just  on  the  boundary-line  between  Missouri  and 
Arkansas.  The  road  crossing  the  creek  passes  through  the  valley,  and 
ascends  a  range  of  hills  on  the  opposite  side.  Dense  forests,  affording 
ample  opportunity  for  ambuscades,  and  for  the  concealment  and  protec- 
tion of  sharpshooters,  fringed  the  road  on  either  side. 

As  the  National  troops,  in  their  eager  pursuit,  ascended  the  hills  which 
looked  down  upon  the  valley  before  them,  they  saw  the  opposing  eminences 
frowning  with  the  batteries  of  the  rebels,  which  were  prepared  to  sweep 
with  grape  and  canister  the  only  road  over  which  the  TJnion  forces 
could  advance.  Indeed,  the  whole  valley  seemed  so  commanded  by  the 
rebel  guns  that  General  Sigel,  himself  an  accomplished  artillerist,  felt  that 
a  few  hundred  resolute  men,  so  posted,  could  hold  at  bay  an  army  of 
thousands.  General  Curtis  anxiously  scrutinized  the  position,  exchanged 
a  few  harmless  shots  with  the  rebels,  and  then  decided,  at  every  hazard,  to 
carry  the  hostile  guns  by  a  charge.  Turning  to  Colonel  Ellis,  who  was  in 
command  of  the  cavalry.  General  Curtis  inquired — 

"Are  you  willing,  colonel,  to  charge  that  battery?" 

"  Tes,^  was  the  prompt  response,  "  and  I  will  take  it,  if  it  be  possible.'* 

The  horsemen  were  immediately  formed  in  solid  column,  conscious  of 
the  peril  which  they  were  to  encounter,  and  of  the  deadly  fire  which 
would  surely  sweep  their  ranks.  Spurring  their  horses  to  the  utmost 
speed,  they  plunged  down  the  hill.  Scarcely  had  they  reached  the  loot  of 
the  opposite  uscent,  than  sheets  of  flame  flashed  from  the  forest  on  both 
sides.  Volley  after  volley  of  musketry  in  rapid  succession  filled  the  air, 
and  bullets  like  rattling  hail  from  the  clouds  feU  upon  them.  With  the 
skilful  tactics  of  Indian  warfare  the  rebels  had  formed  their  ambuscade. 
Adroitly  it  was  planned,  and  energetically  it  was  executed.  It  is  in  such 
a  crisis  as  this  that  military  ability  develops  itself,  when  the  lives  of 
perhaps  thousands  depend  upon  the  instantaneous  decision  of  a  single 
mind. 

Colonel  Ellis  was  found  equal  to  the  trial.  Kot  losing  for  a  moment 
his  self-possession,  and  unintimidated  by  the  sudden  roar  of  battle,  and  by 
the  mutilation  and  death  which  met  his  eye,  he  ordered  his  troops  on  the 
right  and  on  the  left  to  abandon  the  road  and  plunge  into  the  woods,  and 
with  revolver  and  sabre  to  rid  themselves  of  the  lurking  foe.  The  men 
were  worthy  of  their  commander,  and  they  obeyed  the  order  with  the  same 
alacrity  with  which  it  was  given.  The  rebels  were  as  suddenly  assailed  as 
they  had  made  their  assault,  and  were  driven  precipitately  from  their  hid- 
ing-places. The  whole  National  force  then  moved  onward,  the  batteries 
Were  carried  with  a  rush,  and  in  almost  less  time  than  it  has  taken  to 
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describe  the  Beene,  the  rebels,  'infantry  and  artillery,  -^ere  again  in  foil 
jat. 
meral  Price  was  now  driven  ont  of  Missonri,  and  the  whole  State 
was]  purified  from  the  presence  of  rebel  soldiers,  excepting  a  small  band 
at  New  Madrid,  on  the  Mississippi  .Biver,  acting  in  cooperation  with 
the  tsjrge  rebel  force  intrenched  on  Island  No.  10.  General  Cifrtis  did  not 
dscken  his  pnrsnit.  Crossing  the  frontier  into  Arkiansas,  he  followed 
doe^ly  on  the  heels  of  the  flying  foe.  The  rebels,  anxious  only  to 
escape,  made  no  attempt  to  resist  his  march.  On  the  28d  of  Februaiy 
lie  bore  the  Stars  and  Stripes  proudly  into  Fayetteville,  capturing,  at  the 
same  time,  a  number  of  prisoners  and  a  considerable  amount  of  military 
stores. 

Here  the  avenging  army  was  arrested  in  its  progress,  and  further  pur- 
rait  became  apparently  impossible.  Across  the  comer  of  Arkansas,  from 
the  Indian  Territory  to  the  Missouri  border,  there  runs,  in  a  northeasterly 
direction,  a  range  of  eminences  known  as  the  Boston  Mountains.  Into  the 
fastnesses  of  these  almost  pathless  ridges,  General  Price  plunged  with  his 
shattered  and  exhausted  columns.  It  was  useless  to  follow  the  foe,  dis- 
persed throughout  these  wild  ravines,  and  the  toil-wpm  patriot  army  here 
rested  fix>m  their  exciting  chase. 

In  midwinter,  through  miry  roads,  in  pursuit  of  a  flying  enemy,  and 
engaged  with  him  in  constant  skirmishes.  General  Curtis  had  marched  his 
army  two  hundred  and  forty  miles  in  one  month.  The  last  ten  days  of  this 
arduous  pursuit  had  been  almost  literally  a  race,  while  the  soldiers  were 
roused  to  apparently  supernatural  exertions  by  the  excitement  of  con- 
tinual skimdshes.  The  record  of  this  accomplishment  demonstrates  that 
American  soldiers,  with  that  superior  intelligence  which  free  institutions 
has  given  them,  need  only  officers  worthy  to  guide,  to  constitute  an  army 
which  cannot  be  excelled.  With  ordinary  troops,  the  feat  thus  accom- 
plished by  these  patriots  would  have  been  absolutely  impossible. 

At  this  time  one  of  those  incidents  occurred  which  exhibits  the  rebel- 
lion as  not  less  infamous  in  the  weapons  it  uses,  than  in  the  designs  of  its 
original  fomenters.  A  village,  rejoicing  in  the  euphonious  name  of  Mud- 
town,  was  occupied  by  a  detachment  of  the  National  army.  Some  poisoned 
food,  which  the  rebels  had  left  behind,  was  unsuspectingly  eaten.  By  this  vile 
attempt  at  murder  many  suffered  severely ;  one  officer  died,  and  the  lives 
of  two  others  were  with  great  difficulty  saved.  Slavery  is  so  barbarizing 
in  all  its  influences,  that  it  can  even  convert  an  American  soldier  into  a 
cowardly  assassin. 

While  General  Curtis  had  been  thus  driving  the  rebel  bands  before 
him,  the  rebel  authorities  in  Arkansas  were  rousing  every  nerve  to  gatheif 
recruits  and  rendezvous  a  force  which  should  check  the  march  of  the  con- 
queror, drive  him  back  in  confiision  out  of  Arkansas,  and  regain  pos3essi(H] 
of  Southern  Missouri.  They  rapidly  formed  a  single  military  district,  to 
consist  of  the  principal  part  of  Southern  Missouri,  Arkansas,  and  th^ 
Indian  Territory.  It  was  called  the  Trans-Mississippi  District,  and  wal 
assigned  to  the  command  of  Major-General  Van  Dom.  The  most  frantio 
appeals  were  made  to  all  the  ruffians  in  those  frontiers  of  civilisation,  t<> 
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hasten  to  the  defence  of  that  black  banner  of  slarerj  extension,  Mf^^ieii 
seemed  to  have  a  peculiar  charm  for  every  worthless  man.  '  •  3f 

While  Major-GeneraLYan  Dom  assumed  the  command  of  the  rebel  tif^pB 
thus  rapidly  gathering,  General  Albert  Gi.  Pike  was  lent  into  the  In:kliaa 
wilderness  to  instigate,  by  all  tibte  ar|s  of  bribery  and  of  whiskey,  the.ifnth* 
less  savage'to  ralfy  around  the  rebel  banner  with  their  war-^oop,  t(]^ina- 
hawk,  and  scalping-knife.  Governor  Bector,  of  Arkansas,  also  issued  a 
proclamation,  drafting  into  immediate  service  every  man  in  the  State 
capable  of  bearing  arms,  and  requiring  these  men  to  report  thems^lve^ 
ready  for  duty  within  twenty  days. 

General  Price,  secure  in  the  midst  of  the  fistnesses  of  the  fipston 
Mountains^  awaited  these  reenforcements.  The  most  outrageous  falsehoods^ 
in  reference  to  the  designs  of  the  National  Government,  were  circulated 
«mong  the  cabix»  of  these  ignorant  frontiersmen,  most  of  whom  could 
neither  read  nor  write.  They  were  told  that  the  Union  army  was  seeking 
the  perpetration  of  every  outrage  which  the  most  fertile  imaginaticm  could 
suggest.  The  poor  negroes  especially  were  appalled  with  the  most  fright- 
ful stories  of  the  designs  and  deeds  of  the  Yankees.  Yolunteers,  delud.ed 
by  false  promises,  an^  incited  by  these  malignant  representations,  or  driven 
by  fear  of  the  draft,  flocked  in  companies  and  regiments  to  the  appointed 
rendezvous.  Those  who  did  not  come  as  volunteers  were  dragged  as  con- 
scripts.    Becruits  were  also  sent  from  the  neighboring  rebellious  States. 

General  McCulloch,  one  of  the  most  noted  of  the  rebel  leaders,  joined 
General  Yan  Dom  with  eleven  regiments.  General  Pike  led  into  his  camp 
five  regiments  more.  Thus,  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks,  the  rebels  had 
assembled  a  force  of  thirty-five  thousand  men,  with  eighty  pieces  of  cannon. 
Though  a  large  proportion  of  these  troops  were  raw  recruits,  but  little  accus- 
tomed to  the  drill  and  discipline  of  an  army,  they  were  nearly  all  border- 
men,  inured  to  hardship,  accustomed  to  the  coarsest  fare,  and  well  versed  in 
the  use  of  arms. 

General  Curtis,  on  the  other  hand,  was  now  two  hundred  and  forty 
mQes  from  BoUa,  the  nearest  railroad  point.    He  was  in  an  enenajr^s 
country.    His  long  line  of  communication  had  necessarily  to  be  protected 
by  garrisons  upon  the  road.    Every  provision-train  required  a  guard.    His 
force,  thus  weakened,  did  not  exceed  ten  thousand  five  hundred  m^i.     Se 
had  but  forty-nine  pieces  of  artillery.    His  guns,  however,  were  superior 
to  those  of  his  foe.      Though  his  men  might  now  almost  be  tenxied 
veterans,  they  were  greatly  exhausted  with  long  marches  and  fi^uent  con- 
fiicts.    His  cavalry  had  lost  a  large  number  of  their  horses  by  over-fatigue. 
As  he  was  compeUed  to  subsist  his  army  mainly  upon^  forage,  it  beeaxne 
necessary  to  scatter  them  in  divisions  twelve  or  fourteen  miles  from  eacdi 
other.     General  Curtis  himself,  with  the  fourth  division,  under  Colonel 
Carr,  having  fallen  back  from  Fayetteville,  occupied  a  place  known,  as 
Cross  Hollows. 

The  instructions  he  received  from  G^ieral  H^eck  were,  to  select 
the  strongest  practicable  position,  and,  awaiting  an  attack  frxim  his  ont- 
numbering  foes,  to  give  them  vigorous  battle  whenever  they  shonld 
advance.    General  Curtis,  for  this  purpose,  had  chosen  an  eminence  on  tlxe 
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bftoks  ef  Sugar  Oreek,  twelre  imles  in  tiie  Tear  of  moBt  of  hla  encamp- 
ments. He  could  speedily  concentrate  all  his  troops  upon  this  spot,  so 
B0on  as  the  rebels  should  begin  to  move.  The  rebel  camp  was  but  thirty 
mUeB  distant,  and  the  booming  of  their  cannon  could  often  be  distinctly 
heard  in  their  artillery  practice. 

On  the  2d  day  of  March  General  Yan  Dom  arrived  at  the  rebel  camp, 
and  took  command  of  the  force  there  awaiting  his  orders.  He  was  received 
with  great  rejoicing,  and  a  salute  of  forty  guns  sent  their  hoom  of  chal- 
lenge to  the  National  army.  He  immediately  commenced  preparations  for 
an  attack.  These  preliminary  movements  were  characteristic  of  the  man 
and  of  the  cause.  Fictitious  dispatches  were  circulated  throughout  the 
rebel  encampments,  announcing  a  great  battle  at  Columbus,  Kentucky,  in 
which  it  was  stated  that  the  National  troops  were  utterly  routed,  with  the 
\(m  of  twenty  thousand  men  and  three  gunboats.  The  whole  rebel  host 
were  also  assembled  in  hollow  squares,  when  they  were  harangued  by  their 
oflScers,  and  the  most  outrageous  falsehoods  respecting  ^^  Yankee  out- 
rages "  were  proclaimed.  The  "  poor  whites  "  at  the  South,  who  com- 
posed the  rank  and  file  of  their  army,  were,  in  ignorance  and  debasement^ 
67611  below  most  of  the  slaves.  State  pride  and  hatred  of  the  Yankees^ 
whose  intelligence,  wealth,  and  power,  united  with  their  disapproval  of 
fikvery,  excited  the  envy  and  rage  of  the  slaveholders,  were  excited  to 
the  utmost.  The  smallneffl  of  the  National  force  and  the  largeness  of  th# 
rebel  army  were  dilated  upon,  as  insuring  an  easy,  decisive,  and  glorious 
victory. 

On  the  4th  of  March  this  vast  host,  composing  one  of  the  largest  armiei 
which,  at  that  time,  had  ever  moved  on  the  American  continent,  commenced 
its  advance.  They  marched  with  three  days'  rations,  and  without  tents. 
Each  soldier  carried  a  blanket  on  his  back.  Thirty  thousand  ^^  brave  South- 
erners "  were  on  the  move,  with  exultation  and  songs,  to  disperse  and  cut  to 
pieces  ten  thousand  "  cowardly  Yankees,"  who  had  ventured  upon  Southern 
ml*  Not  a  man  doubted  as  to  the  result  of  the  expedition.  They 
did  not  tread  the  ground  with  the  silent  and  solemn  footsteps  of  thought* 
fid  men,  advMaoing  to  stem  a»d  doubtful  battle,  but  conscious  that  they 
were  to  faM  upon  but  one-third  of  their  number,  with  exultant  hearts  and 
waving  banners,  and  triumphant  music  they  swept  along,  Kke  men  return- 
ing from  a  great  victory,  with  the  laurels  of  the  conqueror  fresh  upon  their 
brows.  Never  did  that  ancient  iq)horism,  "  Let  not  him  that  girdeth  on 
his  harness  boast  himself  as  he  that  putteth  it  off,"  receive  a  stronger 
enforcement  than  at  the  battle  of  Pea  Bidge.  In  the  spirit  of  Goliah  the 
rebel  host  went  forth,  and  the  fate  of  Goliah  waa  theirs. 

A  few  words  of  topographical  explanation  is  necessary  to  a  correct 
imdeistanding  of  the  ev^its  which  ensued.  The  reader  will  eafiily  compre- 
hend them  hj  referring  to  the  annexed  diagram. 

General  Cortis  was  at  a  point  called  Cross  HoUowa.    This  place  it 

^Itifltnielhit  Gtnenl  Van  Dorn,  after  his  signal  ctefeat^  in  his  official  report  states  his 
^oeot  as  foarteeii  thousand,  but  the  falsity  of  his  statement  is  shown  bj  all  other  aooounts^  both 
Ihose  of  fHend  and  foe.  See,  for  example,  the  Kichmond  "  Whig**  of  AprO  9th,  and  the  official 
Import  ef  Qeuutl  Oartii(  Bep:  Baa  Pt  zrir.,  p.  417. 
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PEA  RIDCC 


BATTU  or  PSA  BtDOl. 


litnated  on  what  is  tenned,  in  the  official  dispatches,  the  Eeatsville  road. 
It  is  the  direct  road  from  Fayetterille,  Arkansas,  to  Springfield,  MiaBouri, 
tiie  road  which  General  Onrtis  had  trayelled  as  he  drove  the  retreating 
rebels  before  him.  Twelve  miles  north  of  Cross  Hollows  the  stream  called. 
8ngar  Greek  crosses  the  road,  flowing  in  a  westeiiy  direction,  at  the  p<rfnt 
where  Colonel  Ellis  so  heroically  charged  the  rebel  batteries.  The  valley 
of  this  creek  is  from  a  qnarter  to  half  a  mile  wide,  with  hills  of  very  con- 
(riderable  elevation  on  each  side.  On  the  north  side  of  this  creek  there 
spreads  a  plateau  of  high  table-land,  with  farms  and  open  fields^  at  inter- 
vals broken  by  hills  more  or  less  precipitous.    Several  miles  west  of  the 
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KefttariDe  load  is  the  Htde  Tillage  of  BeBtohville.  A  road  which  cro0«ea 
the  Keatsville  road  a  few  milee  south  of  Cross  Hollows  passes,  through 
Benton ville,  and  then  bearing  off  in  a  northeasterly  direction,  again  inter* 
sects  the  Keatsville  road  a  little  north  of  the  Arkuisas  State  line.  Thus 
these  three  roads  constitute  an  irregular  triangle,  of  which  the  Keatsvilla 
road  is  the  base.  Still  another  erossrroad  passes  from  the  Bentonville 
road,  a  little  north  of  Bentonville,  to  the  Keatsville  road,  going  through 
the  hamlet  of  Leestown,  and  joining  the  Keatsville  road  at  a  place  called 
Elkhorn  Tavern.     Sugar  Creek  intersects  each  of  these  roads.  i 

The  direct  road  to  Keatsville  from  Cross  Hollows,  afta*  passing  the 
creek,  asc^ids  a  hill,  and  traverses  a  broken  plateau  lying  north  of  the 
Btream.  This  table-land  is  called  by  the  inhabitants  Pea  Bidge,  from  an 
old  notion,  which  had  long  been  exploded,  that  nothing  but  peas  would 
grow  upon  it.  As  we  have  before  mentioned.  General  Curtis  had  chosen 
this  high  ground  in  the  rear  of  the  creek  as  the  spot  upon  which  he  would 
concentrate  his  army  in  case  of  a  menaced  attack.  He  had  already 
encamped  the  third  division  here,  under  General  Davis,  for  the  purpose 
of  ms^ng  some  preliminary  examinations  and  preparations  for  the  battle, 
whieh  he  was  well  aware  oould  not  long  be  post^ned.  The  First  and 
Second  Divisions,  under  G^iend  Sigel,  were  stationed  at  a  point  about 
four  miles  southwest  of  Bentonville.  The  Fourth  Division,  under  Colonel 
Carr,  was  with  General  Curtis  at  Cross  HoUows. 

The  5th  of  March  was  cold  and  blustering,  and  several  inches  of 
snow,  which  had  recently  fallen,  covered  the  ground.  General  Curtis  was 
in  his  tent  writing,  not  anticipating  any  immediate  attack,  when  sconte 
brought  to  him  the  intelligence  that  the  enemy  were  advancing;  that  they 
had  already  passed  Fayetteville,  and  that  before  night  their  whole  force 
of  cavalry  would  be  within  twelve  miles  of  Cross  HoUows.  This  was 
startling  intelligence,  which  demanded  the  most  inmiediate  and  energetic 
action.  Couriers  were  instantly  dispatched  in  all  directions  to  recall 
foraging  parties,  and  to  concentrate  the  several  divisions  on  Pea  Ridge. 
General  Curtis,  also,  with  the  division  at  Cross  HoUows,  immediately 
feU  back  to  the  same  plaee^  effecting  his  movements  mainly  by  a  night- 
march,  which  enabled  him  to  reach  the  place  of  rendezvous  at  three 
o'clock  the  foUowing  morning.  He  commenced  at  once  feUing  trees, 
and  erecting  field-works  to  check  the  progress  of  the  foe.  The  rebels 
were  expected  to  advance  by  the  direct  road  frxim  FayetteviUe  to  Keats- 
viUe,  and  General  Curtis  established  his  camp  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  the  q>ot  where  this  road  orossed  the  vaUey  of  Sugar  Creek.  Here 
his  principal  defensive  works  were  erected,  his  ammunition  and  miUtary 
stores  being  placed  two  or  three  mUes  in  the  rear,  at  Elkhorn  Tavern. 

The  Sugar  Creek  ravine  was  sheeted  as  the  main  line  of  defence,  and 
the  National  army,  with  its  infantry  and  artiUery  facing  southward,  were 
placed  along  the  edge  oi  the  bluff.  G-eneral  Curtis  and  Colonel  Carr  occu- 
pied  the  left.  Colonel  Davis,  with  the  Third  Division,  was  stationed  at  the 
centre.  General  Sigel,  with  the  First  and  Second  Divisions,  who  was 
expected  to  arrive  by  the  cross-road  fit>m  BentonviUe,  was  assigned  the 
position  on  the  right    The  line  thus  occupied  by  the  National  army^ 
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^rtiended  al<»ig  tbe  lidge,  which  on  the  noriSh  frbiged  ike  vallejr  of  Btigat 
Greek,  to  the  croea-roftd  from  BentonyiUe,  near  Leefitown. 

No  proyifium  appears  to  have  been  made  to  guard  against  an  approach 
hj  the  Bentonyille  road ;  none  even  for  watching  it.  It  eeraas  t^t  na 
advance  of  the  enemy  was  anticipated  except  by  the  Keatsville  road# 
MoBt  of  the  0th  of  March  was  oceapied  in  getting  the  Third  and  Fourth 
Divisions  into  position,  and  in  making  eAer  arrangements  to  give  the 
tebels  a  warm  reception,  by  felling  trees,  throwing  np  breastworks,  and 
planting  batteries.  By  noon  the  central  divisiotis  were  in  position,  and 
were  quite  well  protected  by  intrenohments.  But  General  Sigri  and  his 
divisions  had  not  yet  arrived,  and  Ihe  question  was  anxiously  asked^ 
^  Wh«;«  are  they  t"  Anxiety  upon  this  subject  every  moment  increased^ 
and  it  was  intense  and  well  founded.  There  was  not  a  soldier  in  the 
Union  army  who  had  not  sufficient  intelligeooe  to  know  that  if  the  rebda 
had  succeeded  in  cutting  off  General  Sigel,  by  getting  between  his  divisions 
and  the  main  army,  9JI  hope  was  lost ;  nothing  could  save  them  from  d»* 
atmction. 

General  Sigel  had  received,  on  the  night  of  tbe  6tfa,  the  intelligenoe 
from  General  Curtis  of  the  advance  of  the  rebels,  and  the  order  to  hasten 
to  Pea  Bidge.  With  his  accustomed  promptness  and  energy  he  prepared 
fo  obey,  and  at  two  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  #th  hk  whole  amy 
was  on  the  march.  General  Asboth  led  the  advance,  General  Sigel 
teonght  up  the  rear.  A  long  wagon-train,  containing  the  fruits  of  several 
jfbra^ng  expeditions,  accompanied  the  troops,  rendering  their  progress  labori* 
#Qft  and  slow.  It  was  eight  o'clock  in  tiie  morning  when  they  reached  Ben- 
tonville.  General  Sigel,^  ordering  sixteen  hundred  men  to  remain  with  him,  to 
check  the  rebel  cavalry,  should  they  attempt  a  raid  upon  his  baggage-train, 
directed  the  wagons  to  proceed  as  n^idly  as  possible,  escorted  by  General 
Asboth,  with  the  remainder  of  that  corps.  General  Sigel  tarried  behind, 
ihat  in  case  of  attack  he  might  not  be  embarrassed  by  being  too  dose  upon 
his  wagons^  and  subsequent  events  demonstrated  the  wisdom  of  his  coursa 
Bentonville  is  situated  on  the  edge  of  a  prairie,  which  extends  perfectly 
level  many  miles  to  the  south.  The  road  to  Sugar  Greek,  leaving  thiv 
prairie,  passes  through  a  hilly  country,  densely  wooded. 

At  ten  minutes  past  ten  o'dock,  on  the  moraiiiig  of  the  ^h,  itttelHgenoe 
was  brought  to  General  Sigd  that  the  rebels  were  rapidly  advuidnn; 
Laige  masses  of  their  cavalry  were  soon  seen  like  blade  <tlouds  (swe&pmff 
across  the  smooth  and  treeless  {Mrairie*  The  dtreetions  they  pmteued,  indi* 
eated  at  cmce  their  purpose  to  surround  and  capture  the  email  force  General 
Sigel  then  had  at  his  command.  On  their  fleet  ukd  fresh  horses  they 
moved  with  such  velocity,  that  they  succeeded  in  gaining  a  position  not 
^y  on  both  flanks,  but  in  his  i^ar,  while  at  the  same  time,  in  line  of 
battle,  with  a  formidable  array  cf  ar^leory,  the  rebels  moved  dbwly  and 
eautiously,  bnt  flrmly  forward,  to  aasaU  him  in  fit>nt. 

Before  a  force  so  overpowering  there  was  nothing  to  be  dcme  bnt  to  eflEed 
a  retreat.  General  Sigely  with  the  coolness  of  an  accomplished  and  veteraa 
•oldier,  commenced  his  preparations,  when  to  his  surprise  he  learned  that 
through  some  misunderstandii^  one  regiment  had  already  left  the  towBr 
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U»  had  tiivs  only  six  htuidred  men  and  a  single  battery  wiA  widck  to  cut 
Ik  waj  throngh  the  rebel  linet,  while  aasailed  on  every  side.  "Eren  among 
the  brave  offioen  of  onr  brare  army,  it  must  be  admitted  that  fiaw  oould 
hare  been  fonnd  eqnal  to  this  crini.  Fcnrtanately,  the  soldiera  had  perfect 
confidence  in  their  leader.  » 

Forming  his  men  instantly  in  line  of  battle,  he  made  an  impetnona 
diargenponthatpgrtionof  therebelawhohad  gained  hie  rear,  and  who  were 
endeavoring  to  cut  olf  his  retreat,  pierced  tiieir  ranks  with  volley  after 
ToUey,  scattered  them  in  wild  oonfiiaoa,  and  gained  the  sheltered  road 
which  wound  its  wi^  amidst  the  wooded  hiUs.  Still  ten  miles  of  miry, 
nigged  road  separated  him  firom  his  oomradee  on  the  Ridga  His  men 
were  on  foot  The  rebels  were  well  mounted,  and  they  ontnmnbered  him 
iDore  than  ten  to  one»  Without  the  slightest  indication  of  despair  or 
anxiety  as  to  the  resolt,  he  divided  his  heroic  little  band  into  two  equal 
parties,  of  three  hundred  men  each,  giving  each  band  one-half  of  the 
Mttery.  The  advance  was  <»^ered  to  press  along  the  road  as  rapidly  bb 
possible  for  a  mile  or  so,  and  seleet  an  available  spot  to  make  a  stamL 
The  other  half  of  his  Wtery,  which  no  man  in  Europe  or  America  knew 
better  how  to  serve,  was  planted  in  a  well-Ksbosen  position,  commanding 
the  approach  of  the  rebels,  and  it  was  proteeted  by  the  infantry,  three  hun- 
dred in  numb^,  sheltered  in  the  dense  forest  which  lined  the  road. 

Onward  through  the  serpentine  path,  with  clattering  hoots,  came  the 
rebel  horsemen.  As  soon  at  they  arrived  in  sight  <^  the  little  band — not 
BK>re  than  fifty  of  whom  were  visible,  imd  whom  it  seemed  as  though  they 
eouM  drive  before  them  as  the  tornado  sweeps  the  withered  leaves — with** 
eat  checking  the  speed  of  their  horses,  and  at  the  same  time  making  the 
forest  ring  with  tiieir  wild  and  exultant  huzzas,  they  made  a  reckless 
charge.  But  at  th9^  moment,  when  with  gleaming  sabres  they  were  witiK* 
in  a  few  yards  of  Jie  muaales  of  the  guns,  theoe  was  a  fiash,  a  thunder 
roar,  a  volcanic  >  j^t  of  grape  and  eamster,  and  rider  and  horse,  quivering 
and  gorjy  str^  ^  the  ground,  ^^  in  one  red  burial  blent."  Volley  snc- 
eeeded  volley  with  almost  lightning  rapidity,  and  the  whole  head  of  the 
etdmnn  being  cut  down,  and  the  road  being  suddenly  barricaded  with 
tlie  mutilated  and  struggling  bodies  of  man  and  beast,  those  in  the  rear  re- 
eoiled,  w^ieeled  around,  and  broke  in  hopeless  conftision^  The  shouts  of 
the  rebek  suddenly  sank  away  into  dying  groansi 

Iiffitsntly,  before  the  rebels  had  any  time  to  reoover,  the  battory 
was  limbered  up,  the  horses  were  put  upon  the  trot,  the  infentiy 
followed  at  the  double^fuiok,  and  the  patriots  vamriuad  bdiind  a 
torn  in  ibe  road.  Ri^dly  tlwy  flew  past  the  other  half  of  the 
battery,  whidi  by  this  time  was  in  good  position,  ready,  in  its  turn,  to 
give  the  rebel  host  a  like  reception,  and  to  secure  a  like  retreat.  The 
lebelB,  admonished  by  the  terrible  lesson  they  had  received,  now  advanced 
taore  cautiously.  But  it  was  so  humiliating  for  t«i  thousand  horsemen  to  be 
held  at  bay  l^  one  hundred  and  fifty  footmen,  that,  goaded  to  madness, 
the  rebels  mads  charge  after  charge,  only  to  enoounter  repulse  afl;er  repulsei 
We  do  not  know  of  any  event  in  the  Instory  of  the  war  in  wfaidi  mon 
military  ability  was  di^layed  than  in  this  masterly  retreat  of  General  SigeL 
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Thus  heroioally,  unflinchiDgly,  snoceBfiftilly,  Oeneral  Sigel  fooght  lu$ 
way  back  to  the  National  camp.  From  half-past  ten  o'clock  in  the  moro^ 
ing  till  half-past  three  o'clock  in  the  aftemocm,  this  patriot  band  remained 
imder  the  almost  continuous  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  repelled  every  chaige. 
Not  a  gun  was  lost  j7ot  a  wagon  was  captured  by  the  foe.  So  admirai- 
bly  did  General  Sigel  reduplicate  his  forces  by  the  rapidity  of  his  evolu- 
tions, that  Q^neral  Van  Dom,  the  baffled  rebd  general,  in  his  official  re- 
port, estimated  the  force  by  which  he  was  repulsed  at  ser^i  thousaad 
strong.  It  was  in  reality  but  six  hundred.  At  half-past  tiiree  o'dock  re- 
enforcements  sent  by  General  Curtis  met  their  retreating  eomi»des,  and 
Hie  rebels  no  longer  ventured  to  molest  th^n. 

That  night  the  whole  National  army  slept  upon  their  arms.  General 
Sigel's  Oorps,  consisting  of  the  First  and  Second  Divisions,  took  their  po- 
sition at  the  intersection  of  Sugar  Greek  and  the  Leesville  road.  They 
constituted,  as  we  have  m^itioned,  tiie  National  right,  while  General 
Curtis  established  his  head-quarters  on  the  left,  where  the  main  attack  of 
the  rebels  was  anticipated^  In  the  latter  part  of  the  afternoon  of  this  day, 
the  6th,  dense  masses  o£  the  enemy  made  their  appearance  at  this  point, 
in  preparation  for  the  combat  of  the  ensuing  day. 

Early  the  next  morning,  the  7th,  intelligence  was  brought  to  G^ieral 
Curtis  tiiat  the  enemy  was  moving  along  the  road  from  Benton  viUe  to  the 
north  and  west  of  his  camp,  threatening  a  flank  attack  upon  his  left 
wing,  and  also  serioudy  menacing  his  de]>dt  at  Elkhom  Tavern.  It  was 
supposed  that  these  were  merely  scontiiig  parties  sent  out  to  harass  his 
rear.  To  punish  them  for  their  presumption,  General  Carr  was  ordered  to 
move  back  to  Elkhom  Tavern  with  a  brigade,  and  clear  out  the  rebels 
there.  Colonel  Osterhaus,  with  a  small  party  of  cavalry,  a  few  pieces  of 
light  artillery,  and  three  regiments  of  infemtiy,  was  directed  to  attack  the 
enemy,  who  were  now  seen  moving  along  the  main  Bentonville  road,  nearly 
opposite  Leestown. 

Both  parties  advanced  unsuspectingly  to  their  allotted  tasks.  But 
Colonel  Carr,  not  a  little  to  his  consternation,  soon  found  himself  face  to 
fsLce  with  fifteen  thousand  Missouri  and  Arkansas  troops,  under  Generals 
Van  Dom  and  Price.  Colonel  Osterhaus  found  arrayed  against  him  seven 
thousand  soldiers  under  McGuUoch  and  Mcintosh,  supported  by  a  laige 
Indian  force  under  Pike  and  Boss.  The  scouting  party  proved  to  be  ^e 
main  body  of  the  rebel  army.  During  the  night  they  had  marched  undis- 
covered and  unopposed  up  to  Bentonville,  and  thence  across  by  the  road 
which  conducted  them  to  the  right  flank  and  rear  of  the  National  army. 

General  Curtis  thus  found  himself  outflanked,  with  all  his  breastworks 
in  the  rear.  The  valley  of  the  creek  no  longer  stood  between  him  and  his 
foe,  and  the  position  of  the  rebels,  with  their  vast  superiority  of  force,  was 
as  advantageous  as  his  own.  Betreat,  too,  was  impossible,  as  all  com* 
munication  with  the  north  was  cut  off  Nothing  seemed  to  remain  but 
a  battle,  inspired  by  the  energies  of  despair,  or  surrender.  Surrounded  as 
they  were  by  a  force  three  times  as  large  as  their  own,  to  less  determined 
men  destruction  would  have  seemed  inevitable. 

An  entire  change  of  the  National  front  became  an  immediate  necessity. 
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The  army  had  been  fronting  the  souiL  Thej  must  instantly  right  about, 
tnd  face  the  north  west,  to  meet  this  unexpected  position  of  the  foe.  With 
great  celerity  this  movement  was  effected,  and  an  additicmal  brigade  was 
Bent  forward  to  support  Colonel  Carr.  Colonel  Davis  had  also  been  just 
ordered  to  follow  with  his  division,  when  disastrous  intelligence  was  re- 
ceived from  Colonel  Osterhaus.  He  had  advanced  towards  the  Benton- 
ville  road,  with  the  First  Division,  to  drive  away,  as  he  supposed,  a  small 
Bcoudng  party  sent  out  by  the  rebels  to  harass  our  flank  and  rear.  He 
planted  his  lottery  so  as  to  shell  a  piece  of  woods  through  which  some 
rebel  infantry  were  seen  moving.  Kot  receiving  any  response,  he  placed 
himself  at  the  head  of  his  cavalry  and  ordered  a  charge,  intending  to  scour 
tbe  woods  and  drive  the  rebels  from  their  hiding-places.  Scarcely  had  he 
entered  the  edge  of  the  copse  when  there  swanned  upon  him,  from  their 
places  of  concealment,  a  rebel  host,  consisting  of  Ae-  entire  divisions  of 
McCulloch  and  Mcintosh,  seven  thousand  men. 

So  sudden,  unexpected,  and  irresiBtiUe  was  this  irraption^  that  the  cav- 
alry immediately  recoiled,  and  wore  driven  back  m  disorder,  leaving  their 
latteiry  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels.  The  danger  was  now  most  imminent 
that  the  exultant  foe  would  pierce  the  Union  Unes,  cutting  the  little  army 
in  twain,  and  then  all  would  be  lost  Colonel  Davis  was  ordered  to  turn 
aside  fit>m  the  support  of  Colonel  Carr,  and  with  the  utmost  possible  ex- 
pedition to  hasten  to  the  aid  of  Ookmel  Osteriiaus.  But  Colonel  Cair 
was  thus  left  with  but  two  divisions  to  hold  in  check  fifteen  thouaaad 
men,  who,  confident  of  victo(ry,  were  tiridiBg  down  upon  them. 
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Thb  seoond  day^s  bailie  was  thus  disacriaronslj  ocMnmencad,  with  the 
Katio&al  troops  being  driven  to  form  a  new  line  tinder  the  enemy's  fireu 
But  thi»  most  difficult  of  all  military  evoliitions  was  performed  with  great 
ooolness  and  precision.  Though  the  reb^  had  adroitly  surprised  their  foe, 
by  a  drcuitcms  night^maroh  snd  an  unexpected  attack,  G^ieral  Curtis  met 
the  emerg^icy  with  such  presence  of  mind  and  promptBess  of  action,  that 
the  transient  advantage  which  the  enemy  had  gained  was  nKnre  thsA  over- 
iEtatehed. 

Indeed,  it  woxdd  be  difflcnlt  to  eay  which  party  Was  taken  most  by  snr* 
prise — the  ^National  troops,  by  the  unexpected  appearance  of  the  rebel  army 
on  their  flank  and  rear,  or  the  rebels,  by  the  promptitude  with  which  their 
foe  changed  his  face,  and  the  bold  and  unflinching  front  with  which  he 
repelled  their  attack.  The  rebels  were  surprised  that  the  National  troopa 
were  not  surprised.  It  is  true  that  the  rebels  had  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the 
patriots,  but  since  not  one  of  the  patriots  dreamed  of  retreating,  this  did 
not  prove  to  be  a  matter  of  much  consequence.  This  heroic  little  band 
had  not  boldly  adventured  a  march  of  two  hundred  and  forty  miles  into 
the  realms  of  rebellion  to  run  away  before  the  first  show  of  a  superior  force. 

Volunteers,  it  is  often  said,  are  superior  to  regulars  in  skirmishes  and 
irregular  warfare,  in  all  those  martial  adventures  which  call  for  individual 
action  and  chivalrous  daring,  but  inferior  in  those  stem  evolutions  when 
the  individual  i8  loat  in  the  maaB,  and  where  an  army  becomes  an  nnthink- 
ing  machine,  moved  by  the  will  of  another,  reckless  of  blood  and  death. 
But  Pea  Bidge  seems  to  reftite  this  assertion.  The  Old  Guard  of  Napoleon 
could  not  have  more  nobly  met  the  crisis  encountered  by  these  young 
volunteers.  To  meet  surprise  without  surprise,  to  be  prepared  for  an 
attack  whoUy  unprepared  for,  to  form  in  line  of  battle  while  the  battle 
rages — ^these  are  feats  which  might  test  the  mettle  of  the  finest-drilled 
army  in  the  world.  Henceforth  an  army  of  volunteer  patriots  will  never 
be  deemed  inferior  to  any  other  army  which  can  be  raised. 

In  the  new  line  thus  formed,  Colonel  Carr  occupied  the  right,  near  Elk- 
horn  Tavern.  Opposed  to  him  were  the  rebel  Generals  Van  Dom  and 
Price.    The  centre  was  assigned  to  'Colonels  Davis  and  Osterhaus,  with  the 
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Third  Divkion  and  part  of  the  First.  They  were  hmra^t  into  immediate 
antagonism  with  the  rebel  Gen^-ak  McCulloch  and  Mclntofih,  who  had  a 
large  rebel  force,  assisted  bj  their  savage  allies  tibe  Indians,  nnder  Greneralo 
Pike  aiui  Bos&  The  extreme*left  was  held  by  Grenerals  Sigel  and  Afiboth, 
with  the  Second  and  a  p<ut  of  thei  Fim  Diyision.  A  smaU  force  was  aIso 
feft  at  General  Cnrtis's  head^nArters,  at  the  ^ugar  Creek  crossing,  to  guard 
against  any  adrance  by  the  enemy  along  the  Fayetteville  road« 

The  onset  was  mainly  upon  the  centra  Hoar  after  hoar  the  battle  raged 
with  fury  rarely  equalled,  and,  perhaps,  neyer  exeeoded*  Above  the  roar 
of  cannon  and  die  rattle  of  musketry,  the  shrill  and  demoniac  war-whoop  of 
the  Indian  pierced  the  ear.  Excited  and  almost  delirious  with  that  firenzy 
which  may  glow  in  the  bosom  of  a  fiend,  th^se  untamed  savages  burst 
awaj  from  every  restraint,  and,  like  maniacs,  rushed  over  the  field,  t(«na- 
hawking  and  scalping  the  wounded  wherever  they  found  tliem,  friend  and 
foe  alike.  The  rebels  found  that  they  had  added  but  little  to  their  strengtli 
in  calling  to  their  aid  such  atrocious  allies.  As  the  flood  of  battle  surged 
to  and  frt>,  the  rebel  General  Mcintosh  fell  as  he  was  desperatdy  endeavor^ 
ing  to  rally  one  of  his  shattered  columns.  Soon  after,  the  notorious  Ben 
McCulloch,  one  of  the  most  coarse  and  brutal  of  the  ruffians  of  the  border, 
received  his  mortal  wound  frx>m  a  Mini6  ball  piercing  his  breast.  As  he 
was  borne  from  the  field  to  die,  with  horrid  oaths  he  declared  that  he  would 
not  die ;  that  he  was  not  bom  to  be  killed  by  a  Yankee.  In  this  .state  of 
mind  he  lingered  for  a  few  hours,  and  at  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  from  the 
sulphurous  gloom  of  the  battle-field,  his  stormy  spirit  ascended  to  the  tri- 
banal  of  God.  A  few  mconents  before  his  deiUli,  the  sui^geon  told  him  that 
he  could  not  possibly  recover,  and  that  he  had  but  a  few  moments  more  to 
Uve.  Fixing  an  incredulous  look  upon  the  surgeon,  his  only  reply  was,  in 
contemptuous  tones,  ^^  Oh,  hell  1"  These  were  his  last  words  on  earth.  Who 
can  imagine  what  was  his  next  utterance  when  he  stood  in  the  presence  of 
his  Maker  I 

The  two  leading  rebel  generals  who  conducted  this  attack  being  thus  slain, 
and  the  National  troops  pressing  the  foe  with  the  unfaltering  intrepidity 
and  resolution  of  veterans,  the  disheartened  rebels  wavered,  fell  back,  broke, 
and  fled  in  confrision«  Their  wild  flight  was  hastened  by  the  onward  rush 
of  the  victors,  and  by  incessant  volleys  from  their  wellnierved  batteries, 
mowing  down  the  disordered  masses.  The  guns  which  the  Union  troops 
had  lost  in  the  morning  were  regained,  and  in  that  portion  of  the  field  the 
Stars  and  Stripes  had  gloriously  triumphed. 

On  the  right  the  battle  was  fought  no  less  horoically  by  the  patriots,  but 
not  with  equally  decisive  results.  Here  Colonel  Carr,  with  but  little  more 
than  a  single  division,  held  at  bay,  for  seven  long  and  bloody  hours,  a  foe 
nearly,  if  not  quite,  fifteen  thousand  strong.  While  the  centre  was  sorely 
pressed,  and  the  whole  strength  of  the  army  was  really  needed  to  meet  the 
sasault  at  that  one  point,  Colonel  Carr,  staggered  by  the  tremendous  blows 
he  was  receiving,  sent  imploringly  to  General  Curtis  for  reenforcements. 
But  it  was  not  possible  to  send  him  any  aid  except  a  few  horsemen,  and 
the  body-guard  of  General  Curtis,  vrith  their  light  mountain  howitzers. 
This  little  band,  however,  chanced  to  arrive  at  a  very  important  crisis,  and 
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rendered  essential  service.  With  them  General  Cnrtis  sent  word  to 
Colonel  Carr  that  he  conld  not  send  him  any  more  reenforcements,  and 
that  he  most,  at  all  hazard,  stand  firm. 

But  the  mnltitudinons  foe,  in  apparently  resistless  bjUowB,  srfrged  on 
and  on,  till  it  seemed  that  the  patriots  would  be  inevitably  overwhelmed. 
Again  Colonel  Carr  sent  to  General  Omtis  that  he  could  not  hold  his  po- 
sition much'  longer  unless  aid  could  be  afforded  him.  The  only  succor 
which  the  commandeivin-chief  could  send  to  his  hard-pressed  lieutenant 
was  the  word  "  Persevere.''  Wonderftil  is  the  power  of  a  single  heroic 
mhdd.  Colonel  Carr  Aidi  perseoere^  and  so  inspired  his  men  with  his  own 
heroism,  that  they  stood  their  groxmd  as  the  rock  meets  the  surge.  But 
the  havoc  in  their  ranks  was  dreadful.  We  know  not  that  soldiers  ever 
passed  through  a  more  fiery  ordeal  than  did,  on  this  occasion,  the  Ninth 
and  Fourth  Iowa,  the  Twenty-fourth  Missouri,  and  Phelps's  Missouri. 
Indeed,  ahnost  eveiy  man  m  that  division  merits  honorable  mention.  ^ 

It  win  be  remembered  that  General  Curtis  had  left  at  his  head-quarters 
a  small  force,  to  watch  the  Fayetteville  road,  to  guard  against  an  attack 
upon  his  rear  by  this  approach  from  the  south.  About  the  middle  of  the 
afternoon,  seeing  no  indications  of  the  enemy  upon  that  road,  he  ventured, 
in  consideration  of  the  terrific  struggle  in  which  Colonel  Carr  was  en- 
gaged, to  withdraw  from  that  point  three  pieces  of  artillery  and  a  battaKon 
of  infantry,  and  to  send  them  to  his  imperilled  right  wing.  Small  as  was 
this  reenforcemeht,  it  reinvigorated  the  patriots,  and  with  invincible  reso- 
lution they  maintained  their  post. 

With  great  solicitude  General  Curtis  watched  the  state  of  affairs  with 
his  left  wing,  where  Generals  Sigel  and  Asboth,  in  battle-array,  and  with 
shotted  guns,  awaited  an  assault.  About  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
Captain  Adams,  an  aide  of  General  Curtis,  returned  to  him  from  the  left 
wing  with  the  intelligence  that  no  attack  had  as  yet  been  made  there,  and 
that  General  Sigel  could  see  no  indications  of  an  immediate  assault.  It 
was  soon  after  this  that  the  rebels,  in  their  attack  upon  the  National  cen- 
tre, were  repulsed,  and  vanished  from  view,  retreating  in  confusion  into 
the  forest.  The  probability  was  very  strong  that,  abandoning  the  left  and 
the  centre,  they  were  preparing  to  concentrate  all  their  force  in  an  over- 
whelming, crushing  charge  upon  the  right. 

With  this  prospect  in  view.  General  Curtis  resolved  immediately  to 
move  up  his  centre  and  left  wing  in  support  of  Colonel  Carr,  and  accord- 
ingly sent  him  word  that  he  should  be  speedily  reenforced.  It  was  nearly 
five  o'clock  when  these  reenforcements  reached  the  right  wing.  Colonel 
Carr  had  already  been  struck  by  several  bullets,  one  of  them  inflicting  a 
severe  wound  in  the  arm.  Many  of  his  field  officers  had  fallen,  and  his 
numbers  were  very  seriously  diminished  by  the  dead  and  wounded  who 
strewed  the  ground.  GenenJ  Curtis  accompanied  the  division  of  General 
Asboth.  As  he  approached  the  line,  shaken  and  torn  by  the  storm  of  bat- 
tle, he  met  the  Fourth  Iowa  Regiment  falling  back  in  perfect  order  to  ob- 
tain a  new  supply  of  ammunition,  every  cartridge  being  expended.  Gen- 
eral Curtis,  believing  that  he  could  support  them  by  his  reenforcements,  or- 
dered them  immediately  to  return  to  the  position  they  had  left,  and  to 
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plunge  upon  the  foe  by  a  bayonet  charge.  Promptly  and  eagerly  they  re- 
sponded to  the  order,  m  which  they  were  joined  by  their  heroic  comrades 
of  the  Iowa  Ninth. 

In  the  mean  time  General  Asboth  planted  his  artillery  on  the  road, 
and  opened  a  tremendons  fire  npon  the  rebels  at  short  range.  The  Second 
Missouri  Infantry  also  deployed,  and  engaged  the  enemy  with  a  rapid,  ac- 
curate, and  deadly  discharge  of  musketry.  Aa  the  battle  was  thus  fiercely 
waged,  the  shades  of  night  began  to  fall  upon  the  field.  But  the  fire  on 
both  sides,  instead  of  slackening,  seemed  to  grow  more  furious  and  de- 
structive. One  of  General  Curtis's  body-guard  fell  dead  at  his  side.  His 
orderly  was  struck  by  a  musket-ball.  General  Asboth  received  a  severe 
wound  in  the  arm.  To  add  to  the  peril,  the  battery  of  General  Asboth 
ran  out  of  ammunition,  and  was  compelled  to'  fall  back.  By  this  with- 
drawal of  support,  another  battery  was  compelled  to  follow.  Still  the  in- 
fantry, thus  abandoned  for  the  time,  remained  firm,  receiving  the  whole 
storm  of  war  upon  their  bosoms,  until  the  artillery,  obtaining  a  new  sup- 
ply, returned  to  their  positions  and  r^iewed  their  fire.  Thus  the  terrific 
conflict  continued  until  darkness  enveloped  the  scene.  The  second  day  of 
battle  and  of  blood  was  ended. 

The  soldiers  of  both  armies,  in  utter  exhaustion,  threw  themselves 
upon  the  ground,  with  their  arms  by  their  side,  and  sought  such  repose  as 
could  then  and  there  be  found.  It  was  oertam  that  the  dawn  would  re- 
new the  strife  with  still  greater  desperation.  General  Curtis  arranged  his 
infantry  in  the  edge  ot  the  wood,  with  the  open  field  before  them,  while 
from  each  company  a  few  men  were  detached  to  bring  water  and  pro- 
visions to  their  comrades,  who  had  almost  forgotten  their  hunger  in  the 
exhaustion  of  their  fatigue.  Thus  the  patriots  slept  in  the  midst  of  the 
wounded  and  the  dead  scattered  all  over  the  field  around  them,  and  sep- 
arated but  a  few  yards  from  the  foe.  Detached  parties  were  also  busy,  all 
through  the  night,  in  bringing  up  anmiunition,  and  preparing  all  the  mi- 
nute details  for  the  third  day's  fight,  which  would  doubtless  prove  to  the 
one  party  or  the  other  decisive. 

The  ground  was  still  coverea  with^a  thin  mantle  of  snow.  A  cold 
March  wind  swept  the  field.  The  armies  lay  so  close  to  each  other  that 
neither  party  dare  light  its  camp-fires,  for  fear  of  drawing  shot  and  shell 
from  hostile  batteries  in  shortest  range.  Even  to  the  most  sanguine  in 
the  patriot  camp,  the  night  must  have  been  one  of  fearftd  gloom.  The 
prospect  for  the  morrow  was  certainly  dark.  Both  parties  had  massed 
their  whole  force  upon  almost  a  single  point,  for  a  final  struggle.  The 
rebels  outnumbered  the  patriots  three  to  one.  The  retreat  of  the  pa- 
triots was  cut  off;  and  their  defeat  would  prove  not  only  the  utter  annihi- 
lation of  the  army,  but  the  destruction  of  the  Union  cause  throughout 
Southern  Missouri  for  months  to  coma 

The  rebels,  conscious  of  the  superiority  of  their  numbers,  and  elated 
with  hope,  were  anticipating  an  easy  victory.  "  The  next  morning,"  says 
the  "Richmond  Whig,"  "  we  all  expected  to  capture  the  entire  Union  army." 
Their  confidence  was  not  unnatural.  They  had  virtually  crowded  the 
whole  National  army  into  one  narrow  spot,  where  they  had  massed  their 
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whole  force,  in  »  oomm^nding  position,  ready  to  hurl  it  upon  the  shattered 

ranks  of  the  Dnionists,  weakened  by  the  tenil^le  losses  of  the  precedfaig 

days.    Eagerly  they  aw^ted  the  rising  of  the  morrow's  sun. 

Strange  as  it  may  seem,  Generid  Curtis  had  snoh  confidence  in  his 

officers  and  soldievs,  thiit  he  did  not  allow  hio^lf  to.  cherish  a  doubt  of 

ultimate  yictory.    But  thtibe  sanguine  views  were  not  generally  cherished* 

*by  his  stafll     An  offloer  of  «the  regular  anu^,  who  was  engaged  in  the 
battle,  writes : — 

^^  The  morning  of  the  eighth  was  one  of  the  deepest  anxiety  on  the  part 
of  our  army.  The  Confederate  fcnrces  held  the  only  road  for  our  retreat. 
Both  annies  had  drawn  their  lines  close.  The  woods  and  hills  literally 
swarmed  with  foee.  The  prisoners  we  had  taken  assured  us  that  the  Con- 
federates were  .perfectly  sanguine  of  capturing  our  entire  force,  together 
with  all  our  supplies.  They  outniunbered  ua  three  to  one.  Our  men 
were  much  exhausted  with  two  days'  fighting  and  with  loss  of  sleep,  the 
nights  being  too  cold  to  sleep  without  fire,  and  our  j»x)ximity  to  the  enemy 
not  allowing  us  to  build  fires  along  our  advance  lines.  Kearly  a  thou- 
sand of  our  men  were  dead  or  wounded.  Both  parties  were  eager  for  the 
fray — one  stimulated  by  an  apparent  certainty  of  success  and  hopes  of 
plunder ;  the  other  determined  to  conquer  or  die." 

The  correspondent  of  the  "  Boston  Transcript,"  writing  from  the  spot, 
says :  ^' At  the  close  of  the  second  day,  all  the  leading  officers,  except  Sigel 
and  Dodge,  were  disheartened,  and  regarded  surrender  as  a  foregone  con- 
clusion." In  the  same  spirit  the  correspondent  of  the  "  New  York  Herald  " 
wrote :  ^'  Most  of  the  officers  were  feariul  of  the  result  of  the  confiict  on 
the  morrow,  since  that  of  the  day's  battle  had  been  so  unfavorable.  Some 
turned  their  thoughts  on  escape ;  but  saw  not  how  it  was  to  be  accom- 
plished, as  our  only  lines  of  retreat  to  the  north  were  completely  cut  ofiEl 
Around  head-quarters  most  of  the  conmianders  passed  a  sleepless  night. 
Though  there  were  but  few  wordb  spoken,  nearly  every  one  felt  that  the 
following  dawn  would  but  usher  in  our  defeat." 

That  these  gloomy  anticipations  were  so  gloriously  disappointed — that 
the  rebels  were  not  only  repulsed,  but  disastrously  routed — ^is  due,  primarily, 
indeed,  to  the  bravery  of  a  soldiery  who  would  not  be  beaten,  but  largely 
to  the  skill  of  General  Sigel  in  the  disposition  and  management  of  the 
forces  under  his  command.  No  fame  is  so  fair  that  jealousy  cannot  sully 
it.  No  task  of  the  historian  in  so  honorable  or  so  agreeable,  as  that  of  giving 
a  patriot  soldier  his  true  position  m  the  esteem  and  affection  of  mankind. 
So  long  as  the  names  of  Carthage  and  Pea  Eidge  are  remembered,  the 
name  of  Franz  Sigel  will  be  cherished  with  honor  by  every  true  American 

Let  the  reader  now  endeavor  to  form  a  definite  conception  of  the  po8l» 
tion  of  the  patriot  army.  Their  lines  extended  on  the  ridge  from  the  Leee* 
town  cross-road  in  a  gentle  concave  curve,  following  the  bend  of  the  valley,  to 
the  Keatsville  road.  The  Third  and  Fourth  Divisions,  under  Colonel  Carr, 
which  had  been  terribly  weakened  by  the  prolonged  contest  of  the  previous 
day,  strengthened  by  Colonel  Davis's  Division,  held  the  right  on  the  Keats- 
ville road,  near  Elkhom  Tavern.  The  First  and  Second  Divisions,  under  the 
perscmal  command  of  Oeneral  Sigel,  occupied  the  left,  resting  on  and  across 
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Ae  Leestown  croflft-road.    The  rebdi  army  occupied  a  position  Bomewliaf 
idvanced  from  tkistt  held  by  Yan  Dom  on  the  previons  day. 

The  snn  rose  doll  and  chfll,  stimggling  faintly  through  the  clonds  wiA' 
which  the  sky  was  oiFer^ast.  Thick  clonds  of  sitnoke  still  hting  oreif  the 
field.  A  few  moments  after  eight  o'clock  the  contest  began.  It  was  com- 
menced bj  the  National  troops  opening  an  artiOery  Are  from  their  centre 
and  right.  TUs  wns  piHl>mptIy  rc^ed  to  by  a  raking  fire  from  the  batteriiaf 
at  the  rebels,  so  severe  as  to  compel  tiie  right  wing  to  fall  back,  which  it 
did,  however,  in  good  order. 

At  the  some  time  that  the  ri^t  wtng  was  thns  falling  back,  Oeneral 
Sigel  with  qniclt  eye  discerned  the  movement,  and  with  the  bold,  prompt 
aetkm  of  an'  accomplished  s<ddier,  advanced  his  lines  upon  the  left.    Hir 
purpose  was  to  wheel  round  his  divisions  in  such  a  waj  as  to  face  the 
snemy^  r^ht  fltmk,  enclose  him  tirns  in  a  corner,  and  expose  him  to  a'cross-fire' 
from  fiY>nt  and  flank.    This  movement  by  Oeneral  Sigel  is  unsurpassed  by" 
any  other  during  the  war.  in  the  military  sagacity  it  displayed  and  the  re-' 
sldtB  it  achieved.    Bj  this  skSftd  disposition  of  his  forces  he  inflicted  the 
meet  terrible  destruction  upcm:  the  rcibelt,  while  receiving  but  little  harm 
himself     In  executing  this  evolution,  the  Twenty-fifth  Ulihois,  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Ooler,  was  placed  along  a  fence,  in  open  view  of  the 
enemy's  batteries,  which  at  once  opeUed  fire  upon  them.    Immediately  a  bat- 
tery of  six  of  our  guns,  most  of  tiiem  rifled  twelve-pounders,  were  thrown  into 
Ime  on  a  slight  eminence  a  hundred  paces  in  the  rear  of  our  advanced  in- 
fantry.    The  Twelfth  Missouri  then  wheeled  into  line,  with  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Illinois  on  their  left,  and  another  battery  was  similarly  placed  a  short 
distance  behind  them.    Then  another  raiment  and  another  battery  wheel- 
ed into  position,  in  the  same  manner,  until  thirty  pieces  of  artillery,  each 
about  fifteen  or  twenty  paces  from  each  other,  were  in  a  continuous  linep 
protected  by  infantry  lying  down  in  frt)nt,  and  over  whose  heads  their  shot 
passed.     Each  pieee,  as  soon  as  it  was  in  position,  opened  a  vigorous,  accu- 
rate, and  deadly  fire. 

The  well-instmcted  csnnoniers  each  took  a  tree  for  his  mark  until  he 
hbd  gained  the  range.  That  gained,  the  fir^  was  continued  with  the  utmost 
rapidity,  ahnost  every  shot  accomplishing  its  mission.  The  scene  which 
now  ensued  was  one  of  the  most  terrible  which  war  ever  presents,  and  one 
which  no  skill  of  pen  or  pencfl  can  accurately  delineate.  The  sheets  of 
bursting,  livid  fiame,  the  continuous  roar,  louder  than  heaven's  heaviest 
thunder,  so  xmintermitt^  that  no  single  explosion  could  be  heard,  the 
biUowy^  smoke  as*fr(mi  hundreds  of  opening  volcanoes,  presented  a  spectacle 
which  no  imagination  can  create.  The  rebel  batteries,  superior  in  num- 
ber, bet  not  equal  in  weight  of  metal,  and  not  equally  well  served,  were  at 
short  range^  and  the  very  hiUs  trembled  beneath  this  awftd  tempest  of  war. 
The  labels,  erowded  toged^er  in  dense  rankd,  and  exposed  to  tlua  deadly  fire 
on  both  their  wings,  were  mowed  down  with  awftil  carnage*  Battery  after 
battery  was  silenced,  and  their  ranks  melted  away  before  this  merciless 
storm  of  shot  and  shell.  Ko  mortal  courage  coxdd  long  endure  such  havoc 
The  infantry,  in  the  mean  time,  with  loaded  muskets  and  fixed  bayonetSi 

wave  Ijiog  <^  the  ground  in  front  of  the  batteries,  ready  to  repel  any  at* 
Tew.,  n.— IS 
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tempt  of  tlie  rebels  to  take  them  bj  i|  cbai^.  The  rebel  leaders,  goaded 
almost  to  frenzy  by  the  sudden  change  which  had  takein  plaee  in  the  aspeota 
of  the  battle,  and  by  the  destruction  which  was  sweeping  their  ranks,  yet 
did  not  dare,  even  in  their  desperation,  to  order  a  charge,  so  effectually  had 
General  Sigel  protected  his  guns. 

'  One  strenuous  effort  was  made  by  the  rebels  to  gain  a  position  on  aa 
eminence  at  the  left  of  the  National  lines,  whence  they  could  rak^  our  bai» 
teries  with  an  enfilading  fire.  But  General  Sigel's  quick  eye  detected  the 
movement,  and  the  rebels  were  driven  pell-mell  from  die  hill,  before  they  had 
a  chance  to  plant  their  battery  upon  its  summit.  And. now  Oenoral  Sigel 
slowly,  but  steadily  and  surely,  advanced  his  lines.  Onward  crppt  the  silent  • 
mfantry.  Onward  followed  the  death-dealing  cannon. .  With  marvellous 
precision  this  wondrous,  resistless  machine  of  war,  which  the  genius  of  Gten* 
eral  Sigel  had  created  and  guided,  advanced  over  the .  plain  with  unceasing 
rapidity  and  pitiless  destruction,  delivering  its  fire.  Eye*witnesses  have 
endeavored  in  vain  to  describe  the  emotions  with  which  theywatched  that 
huge,  dark  mass,  vital  in  every  part,  emitting  flash,  and  roar,  and  bursting 
thunder-bolts,  and  moving  over  the  yellow  plain  with  calm  energy,  which 
nothing  could  check. 

Shorter  and  shorter  becapie  the  range ;  more  and  more  deadly  the  fire. 
For  two  hours  the  National  lines  were  ikuA  steadily  contracted^  and  the 
rebel  forces  were  huddled  more  closely  together  by  the  encircling  fire  which 
was  sweeping  around  them.  For  two  hours  the  brave  infantay  lay  upon 
the  ground,  while  their  own  guns  played  over  them,  and  the  rebel  cannon 
played  upon  them.  This  is  the  very  severest  ordeal  to  which  a  soldier  can 
be  exposed — ^to  stand  in  silence  a  target  for  hostile  batteries,  without  an 
opportunity  to  throw  a  bullet  in  return.  Men  who  will  plunge  with  the 
most  reckless  courage  into  the  fiercest  of  the  fight,  wiU  often  fail  before 
such  a  trial  as  this. 

At  length  the  long-hoped-for  order  came  to  prepare  for  a  charge. 
With  the  utmost  alacrity  they  sprang  to  their  feet,  and  as  coolly  as  on  « 
p^rade-groimd  they  formed  in  line,  and  with  fixed  bayonets  advanced 
rapidly  upon  the  rebels  but  a  few  yards  before  them.  There  was  one 
crash  as  every  gun  was  discharged,  a  wild  c^  of  onset,  a  rush,  a  confrised 
scene  of  straggling  shots  and  gleaming  bayonets,  and  the  rebda,  dis* 
heartened  by  the  terrible  punishment  they  had  been  receiving  for  the  last 
.  two  hours,  and  dismayed  by  the  impetuoeity  and  detennination  of  the 
I  assault,  giving  up  all  for  lost,  broke  and  fled  in  every  direction.  The 
jpanic-«trick^i  fugitives,  like  a  swollen  torrent,  rush  through  the  ravines, 
and  are  soon  beyond  the  reach  of  our  guns.  The  booming  of  cannon 
echoic  no  longer  among  the  hills,  and  the  tempest  of  wssr  having  passed 
away,  silence  ensues,  only  disturbed  by  exultant  shouts  of  victory.  | 

At  twelve  o'clock  at  upon,  the.  victorious  wings  of  the  National  army 
met  and  embraced,  beneath  ihe  wavinga  of  the  star-spangled  banner,  on 
the  spot  which  the  rebel  host,  in  all  the  exultation,  of  a  triumph  which  thej 
dreamed  they  had  already  secured,  had  so  recently  occupied.  But  in  this 
glad  hour  scenes  of  unutterable  woe  met  ilie  eye,  aQd  sounds  of  almost 
nnearthly  anguish  fell  heavily  upon  the  ear.    The  ground,  which  had  been 
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swept  by  the  GTOBs-fire  of  this  temfic  caimonading,  was  strewed  ^ 
of  trees,  with  fragments  of  wagons  and  gon-carriagesy  shattered  by  the 
explosions  of  the  thickly-falling  shells.  The  field  was  in  places  literally 
piled  with  the  dying  and  the  dead.  The  dismembered  limbs  and  mutilated 
bodies  of  the  rebel  soldiery  were  scattered  on  every  side.  The  forest-trees 
in  all  directions  were  perforated,  shattered,  and  cnt  down  by  shot,  shell, 
grape,  and  canister.  One  tree  was  pierced  through  the  tmnk  by  a  cannon- 
ball,  seventeen  grape  and  canister  bnllets  were  coonted  in  its  wood,  and 
its  top  was  cnt  off  and  shivered  into  fragments  by  the  explosion  of  a  shell. 
A  shell  had  burst  in  a  battery-wagon,  utterly  demoUshing  it,  and  killing 
two  mules  in  harness ;  while,  in  the  same  heap  of  ruin,  there  were  piled  a 
caisson  blown  into  fi*agments,  and  five  wheels  of  a  gun-carriage ;  also  two 
dead  artillerymen  were  stretched  ghastly  upon  the  ground,  and  a  third 
was  in  the  agonies  of  death,  with  his  side  torn  open  by  a  fragment  of  a 
shell 

On  one  of  the  eminences  where  the  cannonade  had  been  most  severe, 
trees,  locks,  and  earth  bore  witness  to  its  fierceness.  Fifteen  wounded 
rebels  .  ay  in  one  group,  piteously  imploring  those  whose  arms  had  struck 
them  down  to  bring  them  water  and  relief.  A  few  steps  from  them  was 
another  wounded  man,  whose  arm  had  been  torn  entirely  from  his  body  by 
a  cannon-shot,  which  threw  the  severed  member  several  feet  from  him. 
Kear  this  man,  who  was  drenched  in  blood,  fainting  and  dying,  there  was 
the  dead  body  of  a  rebel,  both  of  whose  legs  and  one  arm  had  been  shat- 
tered by  a  single  shot.  At  a  short  distance  from,  him,  behind  a  tree,  there 
was  stretched  a  corpse,  with  two-thirds  of  its  head  blown  away  by  a  shell, 
and  the  musket  which  the  unhappy  man  held  in  his  hand  dashed  to  pieces. 
Stfll  farther  along,  there  was  the  body  of  a  soldier  who  had  been  killed  by 
a  grape-shot  through  the  heart.  A  letter  had  faUen  from  his  pocket,  which, 
on  examination,  proved  to  be  a  long  and  well-written  epistle,  breathing  the 
most  earnest  spirit  of  pure  affection,  frx>m  his  betrothed  in  East  Tennessee. 
Around  him  in  all  directions  were  his  dead  and  dying  comrades,  some 
gtretched  at  frill  length  upon  the  turf,  and  others  contorted  as  if  they  had 
died  in  the  convulsions  of  extreme  agony. 

The  earth  was  thickly  covered  with  round-shot  and  the  fragments 
of  shells.  The  bursting  of  the  shells  had  set  fire  in  many  places  to  the 
dry  leaves  on  the  groxmd,  and  the  woods  were  burning  in  all  directions. 
The  rebels,  in  their  disorderly  flight,  had  been  compelled  to  leave  their 
woTinded  all  uncared  for.  The  patriots,  as  they  came  up,  made  every 
effort  to  remove  these  unhappy  men  before  the  flames  should  reach 
them,  and  nearly  all  Vere  rescued  and  taken  t^  places  of  safety.  Some, 
however,  were  afterwards  found  in  remote  and  secluded  spots,  still  alive, 
but  horribly  burned  and  blackened  by  the  conflagration. 

Such  is  war.  It  is  well  for  those  who  only  see  its  gilded  pageants, 
and  who  only  hear  its  exultant  music,  to  gaze  sometimes  upon  the 
ghastly  picture  of  its  desolatic(n,  and  to  listen  to  its  wail  of  woe.  Surely 
the  judgments  of  a  righteous  God  shall  yet  overtake  those  originators 
of  this  rebellion,  whose  ungovernable  ambition  has  brought  such  calami- 
tiee  upon  our  once  happy  and  peaceful  land* 
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The  I06B  in  the  diyisions  of  Generals  Sigel  and  Asbotihy  dtmng  the 
Aree  dajB'  battle,  was  but  two  hundred  and  sixty-three.  The.  injury, 
which  they  inflicted  upon  the  rebels  is  incalculaUe.     Thus  ended  the 

men,  who  were  outflanked  and  sunonnded,  rqwUed  and  utterly  routed 
1^  force  estimated  by,  the  rebels  themsdves  at  from  iJiirty  to  thirty-five 
Aousand  combatants.  The  whole  National  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing,  was  thirteen  hundred  and  fifty-one.  The  rebel  loss  has  never  been 
officially  disclosed,  and  can  probably  never  be  accurately  ascertained.  The. 
slaughter  on  the  third  day,  that  could,  in  less  than  four  hours,  wrest  the 
victory  from  tiie  enemy,  and  convert  a  confident  host,  sure  of  an  easy 
triumph,  into  a  routed,  panic-stricken,  and  fleeing  rabble,  must  have  been^ 
immense.  The  rebel  cause  in  the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi  never 
r^ecovel^  from  the  blow  it  received  in  this  decisive  battle. 

The  battle  of  Pea  Ridge  has  an  infamy  as  well  as  an  honor  peculiar  to- 
itself.  It  was  the  first  battle  during  the  war  in  which  the  tomahawk  and 
l^e  scalping-knife  of  ihe  savage  were  called  in  to  the  aid  of  the  rebels. 
These  wild  men,  when  excited  by  battle,  were  as  ferocious  and  cruel  as 
fiends  from  the  pit.  With  the  employment  of  such  allies  it  is  not  straoge 
that  many  of  the  dead  of  the  National  troops  were  found  tomahawked  and 
scalped,  and  with  their  bodies  shameftiUy  mangled.  The  indications  were 
abundant  that  the  wounded  had  been  murdered  and  mutilated  by  these 
cowardly  and  fiend-like  aids  in  an  insane  rebellion.  The  rebels,  however, 
received  very  little  service^  and  very  much  dishonor,  frcon  the  employment 
of  these  brutal  allies.  In  the  frenzy  of  the  battle  the  savages  recognizedno 
distinction  between  friend  and  foe.  A  white  man's  scalp  was  their  proudest 
tide  of  nobility,  and  they  took  these  scalps  wherever  they  could  strip  them 
from  a  wounded  and  helpless  victim. 

In  the  defeat  of  the  rebels,  many  of  the  savages,  in  lai^  bands,  fled 
into  the  congenial  glooms  of  the  forest     On  the  third  day  after  the 
4ght  a  body  of  diree  or  four  hundred  of  these  ferocions  warriors,  rush- 
ing from  an  ambuscade,  fell  upon  a  battalion  of  Arkansas  troops,  their 
allies,  who  had  hired  them  to  fight.    The  major  of  the  battalion  shouted 
to  them  that  they  were  firing  on  their  own  friends,  and  waved  a  white 
handkerchief  to  them  upon  the  point  of  his  sword;  but  these  aavi^^ 
on  the  war-path,  cared  but  little  for  friends  or  flags.    They  replied  with  ! 
volley  upon   volley  from  their  concealment      The  major  himself  was 
instantly  killed.    The  exasperated  soldiers  were  then  ordered  to  chaige 
their  red-skinned,  painted,  howling  confederates.      The  combat  which  ' 
ensued  lasted  neariy  an  hour,  and  is  said  to  have  been  one  of  the  most 
fiirious  and  sanguinary  of  the  three  days'  fight.    Neither  party  showed  • 
any  quarter. 

To  General  ^gel  the  credit  of  the  great  victory  of  Pea  Sidge  has 
sometimes  been  awarded.  He  certainly  took  a  very  conspicaons  part  in 
the  confiict  And  yet  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  victory  could  not 
have  been  achieved  but  by  the  equally  heroic  exertions  of  otheors.  If 
Oolond  Oarr,  with  his  Spartan  band  of  little  more  than  one  division,  had 
not  so  sturdily  held  in  check  the  immense  masses  of  rebds  hurled  against 
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him  at  Elkham  Tavern,  hopeless  disaster  would  liaye  swept  throng  onr 
lines.  If  Oolonel  Daris  had  not  saoceeded  in  r^elling  the  rebel  attack 
upon  onr  eentre,  which  attack  menaced  the  army  ¥dth  snch  fearful  danger^ 
General  Sigel's  skilfblly  planned  and  gallantly  ^ceooted  advance  coold 
never  have  taken  place.  Neither  mnst  the  adzniraUe  preliminary  move- 
ments, strategic  and  tactical,  of  Qeneral  Curtis  be  fbrgotten,  in  distributing 
the  dne  meed  of  praise  for  the  results  <3i  this  glorious  day.  His  directing 
mind  ordered  the  combined  movements.  It  is  not  needful  to  detract  from 
the  weU-eamed  laurels  of  one,  to  give  due  credit  to  another.  Let  the 
country  ever  hold  in  grateftil  remembrance  the  indomitable  courage  and 
gallantry  of  aU  engaged,  both  officers  and  soldiers,  in  that  memorable  battle. 
The  victory  of  Pea  Ridge  mist  ever  be  'regarded  as  one  of  the  proudest 
achievements  of  the  patriot  arms  in  this  warfare  against  direful  rebellion. 

The  remainder  of  General  Ourtis's  Arkansas  campaign,  although  it 
Extended  over  a  period  of  more  than  three  months,'  and  was  marked  by  some 
experiences  of  peculiar  hardship,  was  characterized  by  no  very  remarkable 
incidents.  Its  history  may,  with  propriety,  be  briefly  recorded  here,  before 
we  turn  to  the  recital  of  more  important  events  omtemporaneously  ooenv- 
ring  in  other  fields. 

The  National  army  was  too  much  exhausted,  by  its  fbrced  marches  and 
prolonged  contest,  to  pursue  the  scattered  rebel  forces.  They  were,  con^ 
lequently,  allowed  to  retreat  into  the  fitstnesses  of  the  Boston  Mountains 
-impursned.  Almost  immediately  after  the  battle.  General  Curtis  withdrew 
&rther  north,  to  Keatsville,  where  he  granted  his  troops  that  repose  which 
they  so  greatly  needed,  and  at  the  same  time  watched  the  further  move- 
ments of  the  shattered  and  disheartened  columns  of  the  enemy.  Spring- 
field, in  Missouri,  being  threatened  by  a  rebel  raid  under  the  indefiettigabM 
Price,  General  Curtis  fell  still  farther  back  across  the  border,  and  took  a 
position  at  Forsyth.  From  this  pdnt  fi^raging  and  scouting  parties  were 
continually  sent  out,  the  most  important  of  which  was  on  the  16th  of  April, 
tmder  Colonel  McCrellis,  of  the  Third  niinois  Cavalry.  He  destroyed  some 
rebel  saltpetre  works,  which  were  then  in  successfol  operation,  and  with 
ihem  nearly  ten  thousand  pounds  of  saltpetre  ready  fbr  transportation. 

It  was  now  the  middle  of  ApriL  The  weather,  in  that  southern  lati- 
tude, had  become  summer-like  and  settled.  The  army,  with  its  wounds 
healed,  and  ref^hed,  was  eager  again  for  active  servioe.  General  Curtis 
determined  to  march  back  into  Arkansas,  and,  leaving  the  Boston  Moun- 
tains on  his  right,  to  advance  directly  upon  littie  Eock,  the  capital  of  the 
State.  In  pursuance  of  this  plan,  he  rapidly  moved  his  army  to  Salem,  in 
Arkansas,  one  hundred  and  seventeen  miles  southeast  of  Forsyth,  and 
Ihenee  to  Batesville,  on  the  White  River.  The  rebel  Governor  of  the  State, 
Kector,  very  naturally  became  alarmed.  On  the  5th  of  May,  he  issued  a 
frantic  appeal  to  the  people  to  rush,  en  masse^  to  arms.  It  was  a  charao' 
tfflistic  document,  its  purpose  being  to  ^^  fire  the  Southern  heart.'' 

^Northern  troops,"  said  he,  ^^fbrmidable  in  numbers  and  preparation, 
are  in  the  heart  of  your  State,  marching  upon  your  capital,  with  the  avowed 
purpose  of  perverting  your  government,  plundering  your  people,  eating 
your  substance,  and  erecting  over  your  heads,  as  a  final  consimmiation,  a 
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despotic  ruler,  the  measure  of  whose  power  will  be  the  hatred  he  bears  his 
eabjects.  Will  the  thirty  thousand  fi'eemen,  capable  of  bearing  arms,  yet 
in  Arkansas,  look  listlessly  on,  while  chains  are  being  riveted  upon  their 
Bmbs  by  a  few  thousand  Hessians  from  the  Korth — ^hirelings,  mercenary 
cowards  as  they  are,  seeking  to  enslave  ns,  that  they  may  grow  rich  np<Hi 
onr  substance,  and  divide  us  and  our  chilcbren  as  conquered  subjects  I  This 
cannot,  will  not  be.  I  call  upon  every  man  capable  of  bearing  arms  to 
prepare  at  once  to  meet  the  enemy." 

fiut  not  only  the  movement  of  the  National  army,  to  save  the  Union 
from  dismemberment,  roused  the  ire  of  the  rebel  governor ;  but,  if  possible, 
his  wrath  was  still  more  aroused  by  what  he  considered  the  apathy  of  the 
rebel  Government,  in  n^lecting  to  s^id  a  sufBdent  army  to  maintain  in 
the  State  the  rebel  cause. 

^^  If  the  arteries  of  the  Oonfederate  heart,"  said  he  vrith  eloquence 
characteristic  of  that  latitude,  ^^  do  not  permeate  beyond  the  east  bank  of 
tiie  Mississippi,  let  South^n  Missourians,  Arkansianfl,  Texans,  and  the 
great  West  ^ow  it,  and  prepare  for  the  future.  Arkansas  lost,  aban- 
doned, subjugated,  is  not  Arkansas  as  she  entered  the  Oonfederate  Govern- 
ment Nor  will  she  remain  Arkansas,  a  Oonfederate  State,  desolated  as  a 
wilderness.  Her  children,  fleeing  from  the  wrath  to  come,  will  build  them 
a  new  ark,  and  launch  it  on  new  waters,  seeking  a  haven  somewhere,  of 
equality,  safety,  and  rest.  Be  of  good  cheer,  my  countrymen.  There  is 
still  a  balm  in  Gilead.    The  good  Samaritan  will  be  found." 

Then  descending  from  a  flight  so  lofty,  in  the  most  moderate  of  prosaic 
terms  he  said,  ^^It  is,  by  the  Military  Board  of  the  State  of.  Arkansas, 
deemed  essential  for  the  public  safety  that  four  thousand  five  hundred  men 
be  called  as  volunteers  from  the  militia  of  the  State,  to  serve  for  twelve 
months  in  the  State  service,  imless  sooner  discharged." 

This  urgent  appeal  met  with  very  little  response  from  tne  people  of  the 
State.  The  ringleaders  of  the  rebelUcm,  wealtiiy  slaveholders,  looked  with 
even  more  contempt  ^pon  the  ^'  poor  whites  "  than  upon  the  negroes.  The 
poor  whites  were  only  a  nuisance.  The  negroes  could  be  made  serviceable. 
But  Ignorant  as  the  "  poor  whites "  were,  deprived  by  the  institution  of 
slavery  of  all  the  means'  of  education  and  advancement  they  had,  through- 
out the  whole  conflict,  faint  glimmerings  of  the  truth  that  they  had  been 
cheated  into  fighting,  merely  to  rivet  the  chains  of  their  own  degradation. 
General  Ourtis  was  annoyed,  in  his  march,  by  the  burning  of  bridges  and 
by  the  mosquito  buzzings  and  stingings  of  guerrillas.  His  scouting  and 
foraging  parties  were  engaged  in  incessant  skirmishes  with  small  bands  of 
the  rebels.  But  the  advance  of  the  army  was  not  opposed  by  any  consider^ 
able  armed  force.  The  National  troops  crossed  the  White  River,  and,  en- 
tering Searcy,  were  within  fifty  miles-of  Little  Bock.  The  capital  was  just 
within  his  grasp,  a;nd  llius  the  object  of  his  movement  was  almost  consum- 
mated, when  he  was  diverted,  of  necessity,  from  his  purpose,  by  other  and 
more  important  movements  in  Tennessee. 


CHAPTER    XX. 

THE   REDEMPTION    OF   XISSOUBI. 

(June  1«  IMS,  to  September  1,  IMI.) 

loya  AHD  Pnmoim  IUboh  or  Obvbral  OinmB.-*Rmi.  Fon  ov  Wextm  Bimu— DnAsnB 
TO  THE  Mound  Grrr.— Rsb«l  Babbabitt.— Bxbbl  Attbicft  to  Bbooybr  MisaouBL^BATTLif 
or  Matsvillb  akd  Cross  Hollows.— Battlb  or  Oavi  Hill.— Hkboio  Dboisiov  or  Gbip 

BBAL  HeBBOV. — MuBDBBOUS  BaID  or  QUANTBBIb 

Is  April,  1862,  tlie  battle  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  which  we  hare  already 
described,  had  been  fought  Hie  siege  of  Corinth  had  commenced.  Gen- 
eral Ilalleck  decided  to  conqentrate  all  his  forces  at  that  point.  General 
Pope  received  an  order  to  hasten  with  his  army  from  the  banks  of  the 
Mississippi,  to  aid  in  the  great  campaign  now  in  progress  in  the  heart 
of  Tennessee.  Under  the  same  pressure.  General  Curtis  received  a  dis- 
patch directing  him  to  send  ten  regiments  by  a  forced  march  to  Cape 
Girardeau,  and  thence  to  Corinth.  Without  hesitation  he  obeyed  the 
order,  necessarily  so  disastrous  to  his  own  plans.  It  left  him  with  a 
force  too  small  to  march  upon  Little  Rock,  and  that  enterprise  had  to 
be  abandoned.  Bitterly  disappointed  in  relinquishing  the  prize  just 
within  his  grasp,  he  fell  back  to  Eatesville. 

The  feeble  band  of  patriot  troops,  thus  weakened,  found  itself  not 
only  in  an  enemy's  country,  but  also  in  the  midst  of  a  wide  and  almost 
pathless  wilderness.  The  army,  already  exhausted  by  long  marches,  and 
shorn  of  its  strength  by  the  loss  of  ten  regiments,  was  many  a  weary 
league  from  its  base  of  supplies  at  Springfield.  It  was  exceedingly 
difficult  to  maintain  this  long  line  of  communication.  General  Curtis, 
therefore,  soon  decided  to  abandon  his  position  6t  Batesville,  and  to 
move  his  army  across  the  State  to  Helena,  on  the  Mississippi  He 
conld  thus  make  that  river  his  line  of  communication  with  the  North. 

Memphis,  to  which  we  shall  more  particularly  refer  in  the  next  chapter, 
was  at  this  time  in  the  possession  of  the  Union  troops.  Between  tliat 
important  city  and  Helena  no  rebel  stronghold  intervened.  Tlie  flotilla 
pf  gunboats  could  easily  keep  the  river  open,  and  thus  easy  communica- 
tion with  the  North  could  be  maintained.  The  proposed  march,  how- 
ever, was  an  undertaking  full  of  pferil ;  it  was  to  be  conducted  through 
an  nnknown  country,  Infested  with  guerrillas;  it  was  necessary  for  the 
army  to  carry  most  of  its  provisions  with  it,  as  but  little  dependence 
could  be  placed  upon  opportunities  for  forage;  and  yet  they  had  no 
adequate  ntieans  for  transporting  their  supplies.  Indeed,  before  the 
arrangements  for  the  movement  were  completed,  the  army  suffered 
not  a  little  from  inability  to  obtain  a  BuMcient  supply  of  food. 
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Though  these  difflcultieB  and  dangers  were  thoroughly  comprehended, 
they  did  not  deter  General  Curtis  from  embarking  in  his  bold  enter- 
prise. He  abandoned  his  communications  with  SpringjBeld,  caUed  in  his 
guards,  concentrated  his  little  force,  and  commenced  his  journey.  The 
wearisome  experiences  which  ensued  cannot  be  well  described.  Such 
marches  as  that  from  Forsyth  to  Searcy,  and  from  Batesville  to 
Helena,  test  courage  nqt  nrachdeps, 'a^d  pp^iepce  and  endurance  ev^ 
more,  than  the  field  of  battle.  Indeed,  the  soldier  prefers  the  exciting 
perils  of  the  con^ct,  to  the  hardships,  toils^  ^n<l  uninteimitted  dangers 
of  such  a  march^  And  still  these  unattractive  campaigns,  oppressed 
with  hunger,  prostrate  with  weariness,  and  exposed  to  the  bullet  of  an 
Tmseen  ibe,  present  few  events  to  be  perpetuated  oti  the  page  of  hi^ 
*tory ;  no  halo  of  military  glory  surrounds  the  scene,  and  those  who 
perish  by  the  way,  and  they  are  m^^ry^,  victims  of  wqposure,  fatigue, 
and  disease,  are  buried  in  the  wilderness,  their  graves  unknown,  and 
their  names  unwritten.  MayrQt)d  rew^  thase  foi;gQtteB  heroes,  who 
have  thus  patiently  su£Sered  a;nd  died  for  thdr  country,  uninspired  hf 
the  excitement  of  battle  I 

The  lojig  journey  was  comm^^ced  about  the.first  of  June.  Its  monto- 
ony  was  broken  by  ^quent  skirmishings,  and  by  one-  rather  -serious  en- 
gagement. There  was,  however,  no  pitched  battle  of  «ny  considerable 
;magnitude.  While  General  Curtis  was  pushing  his  way  slowly  throu^ 
the ,  country  to  the  Mississippi,  an  exp^tion,  was  sent  out  fit>m  Memphj^ 
to  his  assistance.  On  the  &ih  day  of  June  Kemphia  had  been  3urrendere4 
if>  the  !N'ational  flotilla.  In  leas,  than;  a  week  from  that  time  a  fleet,  con^ 
jsisting  of  four  gunboats,  with  transports  containing  a  r^ment  of  in&ntiyi 
under  Colonel  Fitch,  left  the  city,  and  sailed  down  the  il^ississippi  tp 
,the  mouth  of  the  W^ute  Biver,  for.  the  purpose  of  ascending  that  stream 
.and  meeting  the  army  of  Qeneral  Curtis,  who  wa£  marching  down  itft  banl^ 

About  eighty  niiles  above  the  moi^th  of  the  river  the  rebels  iad  erected 
an  extensive  fort,  which  wa3  not,  however,  completed.  Opposite  this  tas% 
obst3*uctions  ha(l  b^n  9unk  in  the  Qhannel.  Thd  works  were  somewhut 
formidable  in  ^ronf,  but  h^,  as  yet,  no  defence  in  the  rear.  Colonel  Fit<4& 
'landed  his  force  at  a  point  two  or  three  n^iles  down  the  river^  below  the 
fort.  The  gunboats,  led  by  the  Hound  City,  and  followed  by  the  St  Louin 
and  the  CoQCstoga,  moved  up  to  attack  the  enemy  in  front  They  .opened 
a  very  vigorous  ,fire,  which  was  replied  to  with  spirit  froi^vthe  fort  But 
the  fire  from  the  boats  was  ^o  accurate  that  they  soon  s^enced  several  of 
the  enemy's  guns,  when  a  forty:two-pouAd  shot  ^tru^k  the  Mound  City  and 
pierced  its  steam-drum.  In  an  instant  the  vessel  was  fall  of  the  scalding 
•team.  It  enveloped  the  whole  boat  as  yi  a  fiery  (^oyi^  and  hurst  in  .bil- 
lows out  of  the  port-hples.  Thp  shrieks  of  the  suSericig  victinots  werp 
heart-rending.  Msmy  were  scalded  to  death.  Many  succeeded  in  leaping 
into  the  idveir.  S^nall  boats  immediately  pi^shed  out  from  tl^e  rest  of  tha 
fleet  for  the  rescue  of  the  sufferers.  In  that  texrible. hour  tall  the  .^nnboai^ 
ceased  flghting,  tii^ir  energies  anid  ^ympathi^  being  entirely  ^iigrossed  tgr 
.the  awfrd  sufferings  before  them. 

But  the  rebels  had  ao  mercy.     With  barb^rilj  "whUiii  WQuld  almo((t 
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hsve  diagilaced  Hkb  Ba^ageB  whom  thej  had  called  to  their  alUaaoe)  they 
depreeaed  their  guns,  tad  deliberately  and  repeatedly  fired  with  grope  and 
eaniater  upon  the  sofferecB  ttroggUi^  in  agony  in  the  water,  and  np<m  the 
boats  humanely  hastening  to  their  aid.  This  Btatement,  bo  dipgrae^ol  to 
men  aaBuming  to  be  dyiiized,  is  not  made  without  the  most  ample  evi- 
denoe.  It  is  alike  corroborated  by  the  official  and  unofficial  testimony  of 
eye-witnCBBes.  It  has  never  been  denied  Prisoners  who  were  taken  de- 
dared  that  they  were  ordered  by  the  commander  of  the  fort,  Colonel  Fry, 
to  fire  upon  tliHaae  scalded  men,  drowning  in  the  riv^.  Indelible  infamy 
will  surely  be  the  doom  of  that  man  who  has  no  instinct  to  enable  him  to 
discriminate  between  courageous  battle  and  cold-blooded  murder. 

By  liiis  terrible  disaster  one  hundred  and  twenty  out  of  a  crew,  officers 
jmd  men,  of  one  hundred  and  serenty-five,  were  killed  or  mortally  woundr 
ed.  The  gunboats  were  withdrawn  from  the  c<MCiflict.  Meanwhile,  Cohv 
Del  Fitch  had  reached,  by  a  somewhat  circuitous  route,  the  rear  of  the 
enemy's  worics.  Gallantly  ihe  men  rushed  to  the  charge.  Eeaistlessly  they 
sw^t  over  the  ramparts.  The  struggle  was  short,  desperate,  deeisiya 
The  flag  of  rebellion  and  disunion  was  trampled  indignantly  in  the  dusl^ 
and  the  National  banner  again  waved  proudly  over  tibose  distant  waters. 
Kearly  all  the  garrkon  of  l^e  fcnrt,  with  its  conunander,  were  takea  prison- 
«s.^  In  justice  to  the  commander,  it  should  be  stated  that  he  denied 
having  given  orders  to  his  soldiers  to  fire  upon  the  men  who  were  scalded 
and  drowning  in  the  river.  Kone  denied  that  they  were  fired  upon.  The 
^y  question  was,  whence  the  order  came. 

For  woimB  reascm,  uneixplained,  but  probably  inevitable.  General  Curtip 
was  left  to  mardi  all  the  long  distance  from  Batesville  to  Helena  unassisted 
by  any  remforcements  or  supjdiet.  Th^  most  bold  and  eneigetic  foraging 
was  necessary  for  the  subtistence  of  his  army.  Eariy  in  July  he  readied 
Hdena.  Here  the  distinctive  history  of  this  campaign  terminates.  Though 
expeditions  into  the  surrounding  country  were  several  times  undertaken, 
yet  heocefbrth  this  army  became  merged,  with  other  armies,  in  varied  and 
remote  entciprises.  The  battle  of  Pea  Bidge  really  decided  the  fat&  of 
Missoiiri  and  Arkansas.  Still,  one  or  two  attempts  were  made  by  the  rebels 
to  recover  tiieir  lost  ground,  only  one  of  which,  however,  was  of  a  serious 
character.  The  firit  of  these  attempts  was  made  in  the  fall  of  1863.  The 
Bonthem  frontier  was  guarded  chiefly  by  regiments  of  Kansas  troops,  under 
OBrigadier-Cbneral  James  D.  Blunt,  and  of  Mississippi  and  Iowa  troops, 
under  Brigadier-Gmieral  F.  J.  Herron.  The  rebel  fi>r«es  were  distributed 
throughout  various  parts  of  Arkansas,  under  Generals  Hindman,  Boan, 
Bains,  and  Marmadnke.  In  October  an  attempt  was  made  by  these  forcea^ 
united,  to  reenter  the  State  of  Missouri. 

The  rebels  advanced  in  separate  parties  of  considerable  force.  Seven 
thousand  of  tiiem,  under  General  Oooper,  encamped  nemr  MaysviUe.  Four 
^ousand,  chiefly  Tezans,  weie  under  Marmaduke  at  Cross  Hollows*  A 
nearly  simultaneons  aitack  was  made  ujmhl  both  of  diese  parties.  On  the 
20th  of  October,  (General  Bluift  broke  oamp  at  Pea  Bidge  and  moved  upon 
Mi^svilfe.  After  a  difficult  march  through  the  night,  he  readied  the 
no^^ilMMrhoQdQf  the  enenqr  early  in  the  momii^,  attacked  him  with  a 
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singie  regiment,  the  rest  of  his  command  having  been  halted,  hj  mistake, 
several  miles  back,  fonght  them  und^  great  peril  nntil  the  rest  of  his 
forces  came  np,  wben  the  rebels  beat  a  hasty  letimtt,  leaving  their  cannon 
behind  them. 

At  the  same  time,  General  Herron,  with  a  force  of  nine  hnndred  cav^ 
ab*j,  marched  to  coOperate  with  an  infantry  force  npon  tiie  rebel  camp  at 
Cross  Hollows.  Arriving  there,  he  found  himself  alone,  the  inikntry  not 
having  arrived.  Not  feeling  disposed  to  return  without  a  iight,  he  attacked 
^  the  rebels,  who,  though  largely  outnumbering  their  assailants,  fled  after  a 
short  engagement,  leaving  their  camp  and  all  its  ftumiture  in  their  hands. 

These  trivial  successes  were  not  of  much  permanent  value.  The  rebels, 
driven  firom  one  camp,  gathered  at  another,  or  even  returned  to  their  old 
camp  as  soon  as  they  could  do  so  in  safety.  On  the  26th  of  November, 
General  Blunt  received  information  that  General  Marmaduke  was  at  Cane 
Hill  with  eight  thousand  rebels ;  and  that  he  was  only  waiting  for  the  re- 
mainder of  General  Hindman's  army  to  arrive,  wh^i  they  would  assume 
the  offensive.  General  Blunt  resolved  to  attadc  them  before  their  reen- 
forcements  could  arrive,  and  to  drive  them  from  the  rich  country  where  they 
were  gathering  abundant  supplies. 

Apprised  of  his  approach,  the  rebels  took  a  commanding  position,  iro^ 
-which  they  were  dislodged  after  a  brisk  engagem^it.  They  retreated  to 
another  hill  a  little  farther  south ;  and  tiius  they  were  steadily  driven  all 
day  long,  until  night  put  an  end  to  what  was  }>artly  a  battle,  and  partly  ^ 
stubbornly  resisted  pursuit.  Four  days  later,  General  Grant  received  in- 
fbrmatioh  that  General  Hindman  had  joined  General  Marmaduke,  and 
that  their  united  forces  amounted  to  over  twenty  thousand  men«  WiA 
this  formidable  army  he  had  undertaken  to  invade  Missouri,  and  recover 
the  territory  wrested  from  the  rebels  by  the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge.  General 
Blunt  immediately  tel^ra{^ed  to  General  Herron,  who  was  one  hundred 
and  twenly  miles  north,  at  Wilson's  Creek,  Missouri,  to  come  to  his  assist- 
ance. General  Hindman,  by  making  a  feint,  succeeded  in  slipping  by  to 
the  east  of  Gmeral  Blunt,  and  thus  int^'posed  his  army  between  the 
divided  Union  forces.  His  purpose  was  first  to*  rush  north  and  crash  Gen- 
eral Herron,  advancing  with  his  reenfoi^cements,  and  then  to  turn  and 
destroy  General  Blunt^s  army.  The  success  of  this  wdlrdevised  plan 
would  give  Missouri  back  to  rebeldom. 

In  thjree  hours  after  General  Herron  had  received  his  dispatches  his 
troops  were  on  the  move  to  join  General  Blunt.  He  had  already  marched 
one  hundred  and  ten  miles  in  three  days,  and  had  sent  forward  the  bulk 
of  his  cavalry,  which  had  reached  General  Blunt,  when  he  found  himself  sud- 
denly and  unexpectedly  in  the  presence  of  the  foe.  They  had  taken  Jt 
commanding  position  on  the  road,  and,  with  their  batteries  planted,  they 
were  prepared  iot  battle.  If  General  Herron  attempted  to  retreat^  his 
Wagon-trains  would  inevitably  fell  into  the  hands  of  tiie  rebels ;  while  at 
the  same  time  every  retrograde  step  he  took  increased  the  distance  between 
himself  and  the  force  he  was  hastening  to  relierve. 

,   To  flght  an  army  of  twenty-flve  thousand  men  with  four  thouftand 
feems  indeed  a  bold  undertaldng.     But  General  Herron  beUeved  &b 
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.  hazards  of  a  battle  leas  than  the  hazardsof  a  retreat.  MoreovBry  he  hoped 
that  the  report  of  his  gwnA  might  bring  General  Hunt  to  his  relie£  Of 
eoorse  no  other  communication  between  them  was  then  possible.  Imme- 
diately bringing  his  batteries  into  position,  he  opened  upon  the  enemy. 

Meanwhile,  General  Blunt,  learning  that  the  rebels  had  passed  him, 
commenced  pursuit.  He  was  five  mOes  firom  the  battle-field  when  his  at^ 
tention  was  attracted  by  the  sound  of  the  guns.  At  once  divining  the 
cause,  he  pushed  rapidly  forward.  Between  two  and  three  o'clock  his 
advance  reached  the  field  of  battle,  and  suddenly  opraied  upon  the  rebels 
an  unexpected  and  destructive  fire.  Their  purpose  to  fight  a  divided  foe 
was  defeated  by  the  rapid  marches  and  cordial  cooperation  of  the  two 
divisions.  Still,  the  rebels  had  over  double  the  number  of  the  patriot  troops. 
The  rebels  fought  with  great  desperation,  for  General  Hindman  had  as- 
•ored  them,  «  Oar  country  wiU  be  rained  if  we  faiL" 

AU  day  long  the  battle  raged.  Batteries  had  been  repeatedly  taken 
and  retak^i  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  Darkness  at  length  put  an  end 
to  the  conflict,  apparently  undecided,  to  be  renewed  in  the  morning.  But 
in  the  night  the  rebels,  mufiiing  their  cannon- wheels,  Btde  away.  The 
heroic  little  patriot  army  was  left  in  possession  of  the  field.  Their  loss 
was  eleven  hundred  and  forty-eight  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  The 
rebel  loss  is  estimated  at  double  that  number. 

Thus  ended  the  last  serious  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  rebels  to  recover 
Missouri  by  force  of  arms«  Its  history  from  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Prairie 
Grove  has  been  political  rather  than  military.  Henceforth  the  chief  efforts 
of  the  rebels  were  to  keep  it  a  Slave  State  by  the  aid  of  intrigue  and  political 
combinationB.  It  was,  however,  the  theatre  of  a  constant  and  devastating 
guerrilla  warfare,  and  the  scene  of  raids  of  a  serious  character.  In  Janu- 
ary, 1863,  a  band  of  three  thousand  rebels,  under  Marmaduke,  made  a 
determined  assault  upon  Springfield.  They  had  no  expectation  of  holding 
the  place ;  but  it  was  an  important  d^pot  of  supplies,  firom  whidi  they 
hoped  to  replenish  their  exhausted  st<»red. 

The  town  was  commanded  by  a  brave  man.  General  Brown.  He  sum- 
moned the  convalescents  from  the  hospital,  called  together  the  militia,  and 
thus  largely  increasing  his  regular  force,  which  was  but  small,  he  success- 
fully repelled  the  rebel  attack,  and  maintained  his  position  until  reenforced. 
Li  April  following,  General  Marmaduke  entered  the  State  at  the  head  of 
a  large  force  of  cavaby,  and  issued  a  flaming  address,  in  which  he  pro- 
claimed his  purpose  to  redeem  '^  a  noble  State  firom  cruel  thraldrom,"  and 
^\not  to  pillage  or  destroy."  He  illustrated  his  words  by  taking  every 
thing  he  wanted  and  paying  with  Confederate  notes,  which  were  worth 
scarcely  their  weight  in  brown  paper. 

Marmaduke  occupied  Frederickstown  for  a  day,  attacked  Cape  Girardeai^ 
bombastically  demanded  its  surrender,  made  a  show  of  assaulting  it,  and 
then  retreated,  pursued  by  Generals  MoNeU  and  Yandever.  On  the  20th 
of  August,  1868,  a  band  of  rebel  guerrillas,  under  command  of  Quantrel, 
one  of  the  blackest-hearted  men  whom  the  rebellion  developed,  entered 
Lawrence,  Kansas,  for  purposes  of  revenge  rather  than  of  plunder.  Seiz* 
ing  the  defenceless  city  by  night,  he  remorsely  surrendered  it  to  be  s^ked 
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!bj  his  gang  of  murderers  and  outlaws.  A  guard,  surrounding  the  place, 
ahot  all  who  attempted  to  escape.  The  houses  were  first  plundered  and 
then  fired.  In  the  morning  he  left,  what  had  been  a  prosperous  town,  little 
more  than  a  heap  of  smoking  ruins.  More  than  two  hundred  peaoefal 
citizens  were  murdered  in  cold  blood.  Many  others  were  consumed  in  the 
flames  of  their  dwellings.  The  horrors  of  this  awful  scene  of  crime  and 
brutality  no  pen  can  describe.  In  one  case  twelve  men  were  driven  into  a 
building,  when  they  were  all  shot,  and  the  house  set  on  fire  over  their 
bodies.  Two  millions  of  property  were  destroyed.  The  wife  and  daughter 
of  a  man  threw  themselves  over  his  body,  begging  for  his  life.  One  of  the 
rebel  gang  thrust  his  revolver  between  diem,  and  shot  the  man.  Seldom 
Jmis  earth  witnessed  a  sadder  spectacle  than  was  seen  when  diese  assassins 
retired.  The  remains  of  many  of  the  most  distinguished  citiz^is  were 
left,  crisp  and  black,  in  the  midst  of  the  smouldering  ruins  of  their  dwdl- 
ings.  The  oollecting  these  remains,  that  they  might  have  respectfdl 
burial,  was  heart-sickening.  Women  and  little  children  were  wandering 
about  searching  for  husbands  and  fathers,  and  when  they  did  find  them 
among  the  corpses,  their  anguish  was  indescribable. 

It  was  thus  iliat  the  rebels,  exasperated  by  the  XTnion  victories  of  Pea 
Bidge  and  Prairie  Grove,  kept  up  a  guerrilla  warfare  throughout  MissoorL 
Desperate  men,  the  most  infamous  of  Tobbers,  in  gangs  of  from  twenty  to 
two  or  three  thousand,  ravf^ed  the  entire  State,  especially  the  soutiiwestem 
portion.  Disguised  in  the  garb  of  citizens,  seldom  venturing  to  attack  any 
but  the  unarmed,  assuming  the  semblance  of  honest  men  at  the  first 
approach  of  danger,  it  was  di£Scult  to  detect  and  almost  impossible  to 
pursue  them.  They  roved  with  impunity  tlu*ough  all  defenceless  n^ons, 
plimdering  alike  Mend  and  foe.  Hundreds  of  families  were  bereft  of  their 
homes  by  the  midnight  torch. 

A  traveller  met  in  <me  of  these  desolate  regions  a  family,  emaciate  and 
Ta^ed,  crowded  into  a  wagon.    They  had  been  robbed,  their  home  burned, 
and  they,  in  utter  beggary,  were  trying  to  escape  to  some  land  where  thejr 
eould  dwell  under  the  protection  of  law.    A  little  boy,  bardieaded  and 
barefooted,  trudged  alcHig  by  the  side  of  the  rickety,  crowded  vehicle. 
"  Well,  my  little  fellow,*'  inquired  the  traveller,  "  where  do  you  live  f " 
"  I  don't  live  anywhere,''  was  the  artless  response,  "  only  in  a  wagon.'* 
It  will  be  many  years  before  this  desolated  country  will  recover  fi^m 
the  ravages,  not  merely  of  legitimate  war,  but  of  guerrilla  devastation. 
Thus  the  border-ruffiankm  of  Missouri  returned  to  vex  her.    She  who  was 
ihe  first  to  take  the  sword  to  drive  Free  State  men  from  Kansas,  has  al- 
most literally  perished  by  the  sword  Urns  hiwlessly  d^awn. 

This  thievery  and  murder,  ruinous  as  it  was  to  individual  interests,  ex- 
itrted  no  influence  in  arresting  die  onward  movement  of  the  National 
Government  in  rescuing  the  land  from  rebellion.  All  the  territory  the 
Union  men  gained  they  held.  ISar  were  they  content  to  remain  in  the 
edge  of  Aijcacnsas.  On  the  1st  of  September,  1868,  General  Steele,  then 
In  oommand  of  the  frontier  army,  prepared  to  advance  on  Little  Bock* 
The  city  wis  ineffectually  drfended  by  General  Price.  The  rebel  goieral, 
being  ccmiifolled  to  evacuate  hia  wori^  abaudoned  the  city  and  retreated* 
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On  the  10th  of  September  the  capital  of  Arkansas  was  formally  surren- 
dered into  the  hands  of  the  Union  general  bj  its  mayor.  The  National 
flag  has  never  ceased  since  to  float  oyer  that  city.  Its  restoration  to  the 
Union  may  be  considered  as  effectually  and  finally  closing  the  Missouri 
campaign. 


CHAPTER    XXI. 

OAPTUEB    OP   ISLAND     NUMBBB  TBH. 

lliroh  uid  April,  18tt. 

Poemoir  of  Island  Numbbb  Tbs  and  Surroundiico  Oottntbt. — Strbkqth  of  its  Posrifi- 

CATIONS. — GBNIBAL  POPB. — ^ADlfIEAl4  FOOTB. — OolTFIDBlfOB  OF    THB  BbBBLS. — SUBLIMB   AKD 

RoiCANno  Inoidbnts  of  thb  Sibgb. — Gapturb  of  Point  Plbasant  and  Nbv^  Madrid.^ 

BOMBARDMBNT  OF  ISLAND  NUMBBR  TBN. — ^THB    GaNAL    SbCRBTLT  CUT. — DARUra    MiDNiaBT 

Exploit. — Oapturb  of  thb  Island. — Grbat  Impobtanob  of  thb  Yiotort. 

We  mnst  claim  the  privilege  of  the  dramatist,  and  call  for  a  change  of 
scene  from  Northwestern  Arkansas  to  the  Mississippi  River,  This  majestic 
stream,  appropriately  called  by  the  Indians  the  Father  of  Waters,  aboimds 
in  islands  from  above  Cairo  nearly  to  New  Orleans.  These  islands,  com- 
mencing a  few  miles  below  Cairo,  at  the  junction  of  the  Ohio  and  Missis- 
sippi, are  numbered  fix)m  one  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-four.  After  the 
evacuation  of  Columbus,  the  rebels  retreated  down  the  river,  past  the  town 
of  Hickman,  to  one  of  these  islands,  known  as  Island  Number  Ten.  It  is 
situated  near  the  boundary-line  between  the  States  of  Kentucky  and  Ten- 
nessee. The  general  course  of  the  river,  from  Cairo  to  Napoleon,  in  Ar- 
kansas, is  a  littlo  west  of  south.  At  Island  Number  Ten,  however,  it  makes 
a  sudden  turn  back  upon  itself,  and  flows,  for  six  or  eight  miles,  nearly 
due  north.  Then,  turning  as  abruptly  again,  it  continues  in  its  former 
southerly  direction. 

By  tliese  turns  in  the  river  two  promontories  are  formed,  one  on  the 
Missouri  or  western  shore,  and  one,  a  little  lower  down,  on  the  opposite  or 
Kentucky  bank.  Island  Number  Ten  is  situated  in  the  first  bend  of  the 
river.  It  commands  the  approach  for  miles  in  either  direction.  New 
Madrid  is  a  small  town  on  the  Missouri  shore,  opposite  the  point  of  the 
Kentucky  promontory,  and  below  Island  Number  Ten.  Some  miles  far- 
ther down  the  river  is  Point  Pleasant.  A  few  miles  below,  on  the  Ten- 
nessee shore,  is  the  hamlet  of  Tiptonville.  The  annexed  diagram  will  af- 
ford the  reader  a  clear  conception  of  these  localities,  which,  through  the 
fortimes  of  war,  have  attained  such  celebrity. 

Prom  Island  Number  Three,  across  the  neck  of  the  peninsula  to  New  Ma- 
drid, is  a  disttmce  of  six  miles.  By  the  river  it  is  fifteen  miles.  From  Island 
Number  Ten  W)  Tiptonville  it  is  five  miles  by  land,  while  it  is  twenty-seven 
miles  by  water\  On  both  sides  of  the  river  the  land  is  low  and  marshy.  On 
the  Kentucky  shore  an  immense  swamp  commences  nearly  forty  miles  above 
Island  Nuiaiber  Ten,  and  extends  for  many  miles  below,  running  nearly  par- 
allel with  the  river,  with  but  a  narrow  strip  of  dry  land  between.  Opposite 
the  island  t^is  swamp  becomes  an  unbroken  body  of  water,  called  Beelfoot 
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Like.  The  ooilet  of  this  lake  into  the  Miflsiflsippi  is  fcnrtj  mfles  below,  at 
Tiptoiiville.  Thus  the  whole  eastern  bank  <^  the  river  is  here,  in  eflTect, 
an  island,  cut  oif  fix>m  the  mainland  by  impassable  swamps.  Th^^e  is, 
howeyer,  a  good  road  along  the  western  bank  of  Beelfoot  Lake  frcHn  Tip> 
timville  to  Island  Nnmber  Ten. 

The  western  or  Missoori  bank  of  the  river  here,  is  also  low  and  swampy. 
It  was  the  scene,  in  1811,  of  a  terrible  earthquake.  Large  tracts  of  land 
were  sunk  and  converted  into  lakes  ot  swsmps,  while  other  portions  of  the 
land  were  elevated  several  feet.  The  effects  of  this  earthqu^e  are  still  to 
be  seen  in  the  singularly  wild  and  broken  aspect  of  the  region.  It  has, 
indeed,  neither  hiUs  nor  ravines,  but  it  is  very  manifest  that  large  tracts  of 
land  have  suddenly  &Uen  below  theSrmatural  leveL  The  entire  peninsula 
of  which  we  have  spoken  is  flat  and  marshy,  intersected  by  creeks  and 
bayou& 

Island  Numbar  Ten  is  about  a  mile  long  and  half  a  mile  wide.  Tlie 
chaniid,  on  either  side,  affords  depth  of  water  for  vessels  of  the  largest  class. 
It  will  be  r^nembered  that  during  General  Fremont's  campaign  in  Missouri, 
tiie  rebel  Greneral  Pillow  had  oocupied  New  Madrid,  making  it  the  base  of 
q)erati<His  against  8t.  Louis.  At  the  same  time  he  occupied  and  threw  up  a 
few  intrenchments  on  Island  Number  Ten.  As  has  been  stated  in  the  history 
of  that  campaign,  it  was  a  part  of  Oeneral  Fremont's  plan,  fi)r  the  descent 
<ji  the  Miasissippi,  to  occupy  New  Madrid  at  the  same  time  that  he  ad* 
vanced  on  Nashville  by  the  way  of  Bowling  Green  and  the  Tennessee  and 
Omnberland  Rivera*  This  part  of  the  plan  General  Halleck  did  not  exe- 
cute. The  events  recorded  in  this  chapter  wiH  enable  the  reader  to  see 
the  importance  of  this  plan  of  G^eral  Fremont,  and  the  unfortunate  re- 
snlts  to  the  Mississippi  expedition  from  its  omission.  If  the  National 
troops  had  taken  possession  of  New  Madrid,  when  they  could  easily  have 
done  so.  Island  Number  Ten  could  not  have  been  occupied  by  the  rebels. 
Consequently,  upon  the  evacuation  of  Oolumbus,  the  gunboat  fleet  could 
have  swept  almost  unopposed  down  tlie  river,  along  its  whole  length  to  New 
Orleans,  and  could  have  kept  the  stream  clear  by  shelling  out  any  parties 
who  should  have  attempted  to  throw  up  obstructions  upon  its  banks. 

As  soon  as  the  capture  of  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson  rendered  it  evi- 
dent that  Columbus  was  no  longer  tenable,  the  rebels  commenced  the  work 
of  strengthening  and  rendering  as  impregnable  as  possible  tlie  fortifications 
on  Island  Number  Ten.  Their  ablest  engineer,  Gteneral  Beauregard,  was 
ordered  to  the  command  of  the  Western  Department,  and  he  personally 
directed  the  construction  of  these  fortifications.  The  heavy  ordnance  and 
military  stores  were,  as  far  as  possible,  removed  from  Colimibus  to  this 
island.  Si^e-guns  were  brought  up  from  below.  Kiver-batteries  were 
planted  at  the  water's  edge.  The  whole  island  frowned  with  batteries, 
guarding  every  possible  approach. 

Cooperating  batteries  were  also  planted  on  the  Kentucky  side  of  the 
river.  They  were  so  arranged  that  any  gunboat,  coming  within  short 
range  to  attack  any  one  of  these  batteries,  would  be  exposed  to  the  con- 
eenteited  fire  of  them  aU.  A  number  of  rebel  gunboats  was  also  ordered 
up  from  th«»  river  below,  Commodore  Hollins  commanding,  to  prevent  the 
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passage  oi  the  riyer  by  the  patriot  fleet,  which  wa&1>eiiig  ooUeoted*  in  iha 
Misters  aboTe.  Immense  stores  of>  provisions  and  monitioila  of  wac  weM 
deposited  npon  the  island^  and  every  preparation  which  the  mcst  y3arelentp 
ing  Clergies  of  rebelli<m  and  treason  conld  contribute  was  made  to  repel  a 
sudden  attack  or  to  maintain  a  long  siege.  While  these  .works,  were  id 
progress  at  Island  Number  Ten,  a  rebel  force  of  five  or  six  thonaaad  men 
under  Major-General  McCown  oocupiedNew  Madrid*  This  ]^lace  was  also 
situated  in  the  midst  of  vast  morasaes,  and  was  appiNMohed  only  by  a  single 
plonk-road.  As  this  was  commanded  by  the  rebel  gnnbteis,  and  also  by 
the  strcmg  intrenohments  which  they  had  reared^  New  Madrid  was  deemed 
by  the  rebels  unapproachable  by  any  patriot  force. . 

This  position  was  chosen  by  the  rebels  as  their  next  stluad,  alter  the 
etaouation  of  Columbus,  for  the  command  of  the  Mississippi  lUv^;  it 
might  well  be  deemed  impregnable.  There  seemed  but  little  prospect  of 
carrying  these  works  by  a  direct  attack  &om  the  riv^,  and  6om  no  other 
direction  could  they  apparently  be  approached*  Indeed,  it  se^a^  very 
hazardous  to  make  the  attempt  to  cany  th^Di ;  for  should  the  gunboats,  by 
which  alone  the  attempt  could  be  made,  be  disabled  in  the  flght,  the  rebdl 
fleet,  lurking  at  the  foot  of  the  island,  could  easily  ascend  the  river  and 
levy  contributions  upon,  or  utterly  lay  in  waste,  all  the  rich  towns  which 
lie  along  the  shores  of  the  Northern  Mississij^i  and  the  Ohio. 

The  difficult  and  dangerous  task  of  reducing  this  position  was  intrusted 
to  Brigadier^General  John  Pope*  and  Admiral,  then  Commodore,  A.  £L 
Foote,  with  both  of  whom  our  readers  are  already  son^ewhat  acquainted. 
The^neral,  in  con^mand  of  a  land  force,  was  J  dislodge  i^7ll.^.,  if 
possible,  flx>m  New  Madrid,  so  as  to  move  upon  Island  Number  Ten  from 
the  re4r,  while  a  fleet  of  gunboats  and  mortar-boats  were  to  conunence  the 
bombardment  in  front.  Though  the  rebels  awaited  the  attack  with  some 
anxiety,  still  they  felt  very  confident  of  their  ability  to  hold  the  place 
against  any  force  which  could  be  brought  to  assail  it. 

**  Nothing,"  said  the  Memphis  "  Argus"  of  March  6th, "  but  an  over- 
whelming force  can  ever  succeed  in  whipping  us  at  New  Maprid.  The 
approach  to  that  place  by  land  can  only  be  effected  by  the  plank-road, 
which  leads  into  the  place  from  the  wert,  and  which  the  enemy  have  to 
pass.  The  road  is  liiroi^h  a  swamp  which  is  too  muddy  even  for  General 
Thompson's  command.  As  the  Federab  wiU  be  compelled  to  march  in  the 
road,  on  their  approach  to  the  town,  our  gunboats,  under  the  command  of 
the  veteran  Commodore  HoUins,  wiU  be  the  death  of  naany  a  Hessian. 
The  lai^gest  guns  which  the  enemy  can  bring  to  bear  upon  our  forces  are 
six  and  twelve  pounders,  while  we  can  play  upon  them  with  heavier 

ordnance.    For  tiie  enemy  to  get  possession  of  Memphis  and  the  Mississippi 

ft 

*  lCijor-G«neral  John  Pope  wis  bom  in  Eentudcj,  in  1821.  He  gradnated  at  West  Point 
in  1842,  and  received  the  brevet  rank  of  second  lieutenant  of  topogra{diical  engineers.  Iik» 
most  of  our  armj  officers,  he  had  distinguished  himself  in  the  Hezioan  w^r,  eepeoiaUj  at  Ifoote- 
Tey  and  Soma  Vista.  For  gallantry  in  the  latter  engagement  he  -was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
captain.  Barnestlj,  and  with  uncompromising  patriotism,  he  espoused  the  National  cause  upoa 
the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion.  In  May,  1861,  he  was  appointed  brigadier-general  of  T<rftkn* 
teers.  Throughout  the  war  he  was  one  of  the  most  oonspi<moiii  and  energetio  of  the  patriot 
sommanden. 
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Tklley,  it  Ironld  require  an  *nny  of 
greater  strengtii  tlurn  8«aretuy  Stan- 
t(Hi  can  coDoeKtnUe  oa  the  bmi^  of 
the  MkaiUipjM  Bavsr." 

In  the  HUM  etnin  »  oorreq>ondent 
ftf  the  New  Orlesas  "  Dull*"  viote,  on 
ibs  8th  of  Hareh  :  "  Yon  irill  be  glad 
to  learn  that  this  position,  so  admi- 
rably  adi^rted  hf  natnn  for  defenuTa 
purpoaes,  has  been  bo  vtrengthened^ 
dace  the  eraevation  of  O^Dmbss,  that 
k  oaa  bid  de£anee  to  the  asBaoHa  of 
the  enemj.  The  position  it,  I  am 
«0Dfid«it,  im}n«gnab]e  a^mt  aay 
oaval  force  that  can  a^^rroach  it, 
Kew  Uadrid  is  bow  strong  enongb  to 
be  held  in  parp^uo.  The  enemy  know 
that  they  moat  cany  that  place  before ' 
the^  can  hope  to  make  anj  impreesioa 
m  &e  idftod.  The  coantry  around 
is  »  dead  kvel,  and  whencrrer  the 
enemy  attempts  to  advance  they  will 
he  checked  by  the  fire  of  onr  gunboats. 
It  is  the  opinion  of  oar  officers  that 
no  inrantry  force  can  stand  the  stonn 
(^  Bhot  and  shell  which  the  gunboats 
can  shower  npon  them." 

On  the  3l8t  of  Fehmary,  General 
Pope,  by  order  of  General  Halleck, 
jffoceeded  to  the  town  of  Commerce, 
on  the  Miflsoiui  side  of  the  river, 
aboat  fifty  miles  shove  Cairo.  Here- 
tbere  was  rapidly  assembled  a  force 
of  aboat  forty  thousand  men.  With 
this  army,  the  last  week  in  February, 
Qeneral  Pope  commenced  his  march 
of  seventy-five  miles  across  the  conn- 
fry  for  New  Madrid,  leaving  the  river 
on  his  left.  On  the  3d  of  March 
he  arrived  before  the  place.  New 
Hadrid  he  found  to  be  then  occn- 
pied  by  fire  r^imeota  of  rebel  in- 
quiry and  several  companies  of 
artillery.  By  earefiil  reconnoiseanoe, 
be  ascertained  that  Hie  place  was 
defended  by.  a  bistioned  earthwork  (A 
fiwrteen  heavy  gans  at  the  lower  part 
of  the  town ;  while  another  strongly 
Vol.  n.— it 
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eonstmcted  rampart  of  seyen  pieceB  of  heavy  artillery  guarded  all  ap- 
proaches to  the  upper  part  of  the  town.    These  two  formidable  fi^rts  were 
comiected  by  lines  of  intrenchment.    Siz  rebel  gnnboats  were  anehcved 
along  the  shore,  each  carrying  from  four  to  eight  heavy  gons.    The  river , 
was  so  high,  swollen  by  the  spring  floods,  and  the  oonntry  aronnd  so  low, ' 
that  from  the  decks  of  the  gnnboats  one  could  look  directly  oyer  the 
bank,  the  marshes  which  spread  around  for  miles,  and  were  lower  than ' 
the  river.    There  could  be  no  secret  or  protected  advance  upon  the  city, 
no  approaches  by  parallels,  and  no  advuice  whatever  without  eiqposure  to 
the  concentrated  fire  efforts,  intrenchments,  and  gunboats. 

General  Pope  had  only  in&ntry  and  light  pieces  of  field  artiU^,  which 
he  had  painfully  dragg^  through  the  miry  roads  of  Missouri  It  was 
evident  that  nothing  could  be  accomplished  towards  reducing  the  place 
without  the  aid  of  heavy  siege-guns.  He  sent  back  to  Cairo  for  such  guna 
to  be  immediately  forwarded  to  him.  While  waiting  for  ihem  he  held  hia 
army  back  out  of  the  range  of  the  gunboats,  and  harassed  the  enemy  by 
continual  skirmishes  and  reconnoiBsancea.  At  the  same  time  he  seized 
upon  and  strongly  occupied  Point  Pleasant,  twelve  miles  below  Kew 
Madrid.  Very  speedily  and  skilfully  he  so  intrenched  himself  here  that 
he  could  not  be  annoyed  by  the  rebel  gnnboats,  while  he  ^eotually  block- 
aded the  river  to  prevent  approaches  from  below.  Colonel  Plummer,  with 
sev«*al  regiments  of  infantry,  some  cavalry,  and  a  field-battery,  held  this 
important  place.  An  immense  advantage  was  thus  gained,  since  no 
transports  or  supplies  could  be  sent  up  the  river  to  Island  Number  Ten. 

The  occupation  of  this  point  was  a  very  hazardous  enterprise,  but  it 
was  achieved  with  admirable  skilL  The  bank  along  which  it  was  neces- 
sary that  the  troops  should  pass  was  commanded  by  the  rebel  gunboats, 
which  patrolled  the  river  night  and  day.  There  was  a  good  road  running 
along  on  the  ridge  of  the  bank,  but  Colonel  Plummer  could  not  avail 
himself  of  it,  because  the  rumbling  of  his  artillery- wheels  would  have  be- 
trayed him  to  the  enemy.  He  was  compelled  to  traverse  a  low,  moist,  soft 
road,  which  passed  along  the  edge  of  the  morass,  where  he  was  slightly 
sheltered  by  the  bank  or  natural  levee  which,  rising  a  few  feet  high,  separ- 
ated the  river  from  the  maish. 

A  dark  and  tempestuous  night  was  chosen,  when  the  rain  was  falling 
in  torrents,  and  when  the  roar  of  the  gale  drowned  all  ordinary  sounds. 
The  mud  was  deep,  yet  the  wheels  of  the  ponderous  artillery  were  dragged 
noiselessly,  almost  hub  deep,  through  the  mire.  Eveiy  man  comprehended 
the  situation,  and  with  alacrity  sprang  to  his  work.  In  all  wars,  exhaus- 
tion and  exposure  are  more  rapacious  than  the  bullet.  Many  a  lH*ave 
soldier  was,  by  the  toil  of  that  terrible  night,  sent  to  his  grave. 

But  when  the  march  of  twelve  miles  was  completed,  and  Point  Pleasant 
reached,  the  night's  work  was  but  just  commenced.  Hundreds  of  spades 
were  instantly  at  work  throwing  up  intrenchments.  Before  the  morning 
dawned  a  sufficient  number  of  rifle-pits  were  dug  to  accommodate  two 
hundred  and  eighty  men.  Sunk  batteries  were  constructed,  where  the 
guns  were  planted  in  single  pieces,  so  as  to  present  as  small  a  mai^  as 
possible  to  the  enen^.    While  the  storm  of  that  black  night  was  howling 
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cter  the  rebel  eneampmentB  and  flooding  their  tents,  thej  had  no  siu- 
piGi<Hi  of  the  atorm  of  war  which  was  gathering,  soon  to  fidl  npon  them 
with  fary  far  more  unrelenting  than  the  tempest  of  wind  and  rain. 

The  morning  was  gloomy  and  dark;  the  gale  continued  unabated; 
Aie  rain  still  fell  in  floods.  In  the  distance,  the  patriot  troops  discerned 
two  rebel  transports  approaching,  struggling  up  ihe  swift  current  of  the 
riTer,  which  here  rushed  to  the  ocean  with  the  combined  flood  of  three 
majestic  streams — ^the  Mississippi,  the  Missouri,  and  the  Ohio.  The  rebel 
transports,  unsuspicious  of  any  danger,  were  conveying  supplies  to  Island 
Number  Ten.  As  soon  as  they  arrived  opposite  Point  Pleasant,  to  their  un- 
utterable surprise  there  suddenly  was  opened  upon  tbem  volley  after  volley 
of  twelve-pound  shot,  while  a  hail-storm  of  musket-balls,  directed  witii 
unerring  aim,  swept  their  decks.  Orippled,  and  threatened  with  imme> 
diate  and  entire  destruction,  they  fled  back  out  of  the  range  of  the  guns. 
This  was  the  first  announcement  to  the  rebels  that  the  river  was  block- 
aded. It  was  emphatic  and  efleetuaL  No  transports,  after  this,  attempted 
to  pass  by  this  point  up  the  Mississippi.  All  troops  and  supplies  for  Island 
fTumber  Ten  were  henceforth  landed  below  at  Tiptonville,  on  the  Tennessee 
shore,  and  were  transported  across  liie  country  to  the  island. 

Chi  Tuesday,  the  11th  of  March,  the  siege-guns  from  Oairo  arrived, 
under  the  conduct  of  Oolonel  Rssell's  engineer  regiment.  The  battery 
consisted  of  three  thirty-two-pounders  and  one  eight-inch  mortar.  Colonel 
Bissell  transported  these  pieces  across  the  river  from  Cairo  to  Bird's  Point, 
thence  conveyed  tiiem  by  rail  twenty  miles  to  Sykestown ;  from  which 
place  they  were  dragged,  twenty  miles  farther,  upon  carriages,  over  rough, 
muddy,  and  almost  impassable  roads,  to  the  patriot  encampment  in  the 
ren*  of  New  Madrid.    They  arrived  late  in  the  night 

It  BO  happened  that  the  next  night,  Wednesday,  the  12th,  was  dark 
and  stormy.  The  rebel  pickets  were  driven  in,  and,  under  cover  of  its 
gloom,  these  guns  were  placed  in  battery,  within  eight  hundred  yards  of 
the  main  works  of  the  enemy,  so  as  to  command  both  them  and  the  river 
for  some  distance  above.  The  battery  consisted  of  two  small  redoubts, 
connected  by  a  curtain.  The  works  were  protected  by  rifle-pits  in  front  and 
on  the  flanks,  and  were  occupied  by  two  regiments  of  infantry.  The  par- 
apets of  the  two  redoubts,  which  were  eighteen  hundred  feet  apart,  were 
eighteen  feet  thick  and  five  feet  high.  The  connecting  curtain  was  twelve 
feet  thick.  The  rifle-pits,  along  the  front  and  flanks,  extended  in  a  line, 
curved  at  the  ends,  three  hundred  feet  in  length.  The  energy  displayed 
throughout  this  whole  department  is  worthy  of  great  commendation. 
Within  thirty-six  hours  fit>m  the  time  when  tiiese  massive  guns  were  in 
storage  at  Cairo,  they  were  in  position  and  ready  to  open  upon  the  enemy 
at  New  Madrid.  Our  commanders  in  these  Western  campaigns  seemed  all 
injured  with  the  desire  to  achieve  such  military  "  impossibilities.''  This  is 
not  the  only  "  impossibility"  which  Colonel  Bissell  performed  in  the  reduc- 
tion of  Island  Number  Ten.  This  great  achievement  was  accomplishAl 
only  by  that  indomitable  audacity  which  allowed  no  obstacle  to  be  insur-' 
mountable. 

With  the  earliest  light  of  the  morning  of  Thursday,  the  18th,  the 
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rebels  difooTored,  to  their  earprisey  and  not  a  Utde  to  their  alarm,  the 
wtjjiiWjfirkB  which  had  bo  suddenly  and  qui^ly  beeoa  thrown  up  during 
.'-^"fne  night.  At  first  they  supposed  that  the  redoubt  was  a  simple  breast- 
work for  the  proteotiotu  of  infiEmtry.  Their  pickets  opened  fire  upon  it 
They  were  answered  by  the  boom  of  thirty -two-pounders,  hurling  shot  and 
shell  &r  within  their  Hues*  Amased,  alarmed,  they  immediately  conoen^ 
trated  upon  the  menacing  works  the  fire  of  their  hearieat  artiUety.  Tbe 
gunboats  also  drew  as  near  as  possible,  and  co<^>erated  in  the  attack.  But 
the  forty-two^unders  appalled  them.  Every  boat,  if  exposed  oontinur 
oudy  to  the  fire,  would  soon  be  destroyed.  They,  therefore,  steamed  down 
the  river  until  out  of  the  range  of  the  guns,  tiiien  loaded,  and  steaming 
back  again,  dischaiged  their  broedaideB  at  the  breastwork  while  still  ii; 
Bsotkn,  and  then  turmng,  aoi^t.  again  a  place  of  safety^  But,  notwith^ 
standing  all  their  precautions,  in  a  facw  hours  several  c^  t^e  gunboats  were 
disabled,  and  three  of  the  heaviest  guna  in  ^  rebel  fort  were  dismounted. 
The  cannonade  was  continued  witii  great  vigor  all  day.  Though  the  rebela 
had  the  advantage  both  in  the  number  and  the  size  of  their  guns,  they 
ei^y  disabled  one  of  the  National  pieces.  At  the  close  of  the  day  ihey 
foimd  the  result  of  the  engagement  so  disastrous  to  them,  that  the  rebd 
commander  was  satisfied  thai  he  could  not  hold  the  town.  One  desp^ate 
attempt  at  a  sortie  was  made  to  destroy  the  patriot  works,  but  it  proved  a 
disastrous  Bsdlure. 

The  morning  of  the  13th,  ush^ing  in  this  eventful  conflict,  had  dawned 
dear  and  beautiful.  But  as  m'ght  came  on,  Nature  seemed  to  assume  a 
spirit  of  sympathy  with  the  scene  of  violence,  passion,  aad  ruin  which  tho 
day  had  witnessed  Yapors  gathered  in  the  sky.  The  air  becsmrie  close 
and  sultry.  As  the  sun  w^it  down,  black  clouds,  like  a  marshalled  anny^ 
came  rolling  up  firom  the  west,  and  the  distant  rmnblings  of  heaven's 
heavy  artiUery  were  heard,  indicative  of  an  elemental  battle  in  the  ekiea. 
Just  before  midnight  the  storm  hrxke  in  the  full  fiiry  of  one  of  the  most 
extraordinary  of  southwestern  tempests.  As  the  rain  &1I  in  floods,  throii^h 
the  Uackened  air,  the  darkness  was  only  rendered  nu)re  inteitte  by  vivid 
flashes  el  lightaiing,  followed  by  an  incessant  roar  of  thund^.  The  patriot 
Boldion,  muffled  in  their  drij^ing  blankets,  stood  like  statues  guarding 
tiieir  works  against  any  attack  the  enemy  might  make  undw  cover  of  the 
night. 

But  the  rebels  had  been  so  rou^ily  handled  during  the  day,  that,  instead 
of  planning  an  attack,  they  were  thinking  only  of  escape  by  flight.  Ll  the 
daikness  and  the  storm,  the  rebd  troops  were  transported  sil^tly  and 
with  great  celerity  across  the  river  to  the  Kentucky  diore.  Had  the  rebel 
general,  ICcGown,  eriiibited  as  mnch  sagacity  and  energy  in  holding  Nevr 
Madrid  as  he  did  rapidity  of  ezecution  in  evacuating  it,  the  reduction  of 
Island  Number  Ten  would  have  been  £ar  more  difficult. 

At  length  the  storm  passed  away,  and  with  it  the  night.  With  the 
elkrliest  dawn  of  the  morning  the  National  troops  were  all  at  their  posts, 
prqwred  &>r  the  renewal  of  the  combat  They  opened  a  vigorous  fire 
upon  the  rebel  fortifications.  The'fire  was  not  returned,  and  no  evidenoe 
could  be  peroeived  of  the  presence  of  the  foe.    Much  surprised,  a  recon- 
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Aotis&noe  was  ordered,  but  the  Teoonnoitring  party  were  directed  to  ap^ 
proach.  the  rebel  lines  with  extreme  cantioti,  lest  they  should  fall  into  an 
ambuscade.  They  marched  over  the  intervening  ground,  until,  with  their 
bayonets,  they  could  touch  the  rebel  intrenchments,  and  yet  they  met  only 
silence  and  solitude,  as  of  the  tomb.  They  clambered  over  the  ramparts. 
Kot  a  living  being  was  to  be  seen.  The  forts  and  the  town  were  all 
deserted.  Soldiers,  citizens,  negroes,  all  were  gone.  The  town  was  left 
without  an  inhabitant 

Two  men,  indeed,  were  found  soundly  asleep,  l^e  evacuation  had  been 
conducted  in  such  stealthy  silence  as  not  to  awake  them.  New  Madrid 
was  a  city  where  many  men  of  opulence  resided.  In  its  suburbs  were  many 
mansions  of  great  architectural  elegance,  and  very  splendidly  ftimished. 
Lai^  mirrors  and  costly  paintings  still  hung  upon  the  walls,  and  rosewood 
fbmiture,  of  Parisian  manufacture,  embellished  the  saloons.  All  these 
multiplied  comforts  and  luxuries  were  accumulated  under  the  blessings  of 
that  Oovemment  which  these  men,  with  parricidal  hands,  were  now  stri"* 
ving  to  destroy.  T^eir  crime  was  great.  Severe  as  had  been  their  punish- 
ment, they  deserved  it  all.  Genet^  Pope  could,  perhaps,  have  taken  the 
place  by  storm,  immediately  upon  the  arrival  of  his  guns.  Humanely  he 
said,  ^^  I  can  take  the  place  at  once,  but  it  will  cost  the  lives  of  a  thousand 
men.  I  will  take  it  and  lose  but  few.  My  conscience  will  not  permit  me 
to  sacrifice  uselessly  the  lives  of  men  intrusted  to  my  care.'' 

The  Stars  and  Stripes  were  instantly  planted  upon  the  ramparts,  and 
the  three-times-three  hearty  cheers  of  our  victorious  soldiers  announced 
to  the  patriot  army  that  they  had  captured  New  Madrid.  The  troops,  who 
were  at  that  moment  at  breakfast,  sprang  to  their  feet,  and  echoed  back 
the  cheer,  in  a  volume  of  sound  whidi  floated  over  the  river,  and  sent  dis* 
may  to  the  hearts  of  the  discomfited  and  retiring  foe.  The  fiight  of  the 
rebels  had  been  so  precipitate  that  their  dead  were  left  unburied.  Large 
stores  of  provisions  and  ammunition  were  abandoned  to  the  victors.  Sup* 
pers  were  left  upon  the  tables  imtouched.  The  private  baggage  of  the 
officers  and  the  knapsacks  of  the  men  encumbered  the  tents.  Candles 
were  found  burning.  A  few  of  the  lighter  guns  were  thrown  into  the 
river,  but  they  were  easily  raised  again.  The  larger  guns  were  spiked,  but 
so  imperfectly,  in  the  hurry  of  the  evacuation,  that  the  spikes  were  removed 
in  a  few  hours.  As  the  Union  soldiers  exultantly  explored  the  deserted 
encampment,  they  found  that  they  had  indeed  taken  a  rich  prize.  Thirty** 
three  cannon,  several  thousand  stands  of  arms,  magazines  stored  with  the 
matSrid  of  war,  tents  for  an  army  of  ten  thousand  men,  and  a  large  num« 
ber  of  horses,  mules,  and  wagons,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  victors.  This 
achievement  was  gained  with  a  loss,  by  the  Union  troops,  of  but  fifty-one 
in  killed  and  wounded.    The  rebel  loss  is  unknown. 

It  is  not  easy  to  accoimt  for  this  sudden  and  apparently  cowardly  evao* 
nation  of  New  Madrid.  It  was  so  strongly  and  skilfully  fortified,  and 
an  its  approaches  were  so  carefdlly  guarded,  that  it  was  by  no  means  an 
empty  boast  of  the  rebels  that  the  place  was  impregnable.  At  the  time 
it  was  evacuated  it  was  occupied  by  over  nine  thousand  troops,  so  ad«* 
vantageously  posted  that  but  few  conmiaiiders  would  have  ventured  the 
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attempt  to  cany  it  by  atorm.  It  was  also  so  thorooghly  supplied  with  pro- 
visions that  a  siege  mast  liave  l>eeQ  of  long  duration  and  of  donbtM 
result.  The  rebels  knew,  as  well  as  General  Pope,  that  New-Uadrid 
was  the  key  to  Island  Number  Ten.  "Why  diey  ahoold  have  SDireud^vd 
it,  with  so  slight  a  struggle,  remains  a  mystery. 

With  alacrity  the  Union  troops  wheeled  the  captured  guns  around 
and  turned  them  upon  the  river.  Not  a  rebel  gunboat  below  could 
ascend.  The  post  which  the  rebels  had  fortified  with  so  much  care  be- 
came a  National  fortress,  and  the  all-important  base  for  future  ooeratione 
in  the  reduction  of  th  eisland. 

"Wlule  these  operations  were  taking  plaoe  at  New  Madrid,  Admiral 
Foote  was  preparing  his  flotUla  of  gnnboats  for  the  bombardmeot  of  the 
island,  and  for  the  descent  of  the  Miseiaeippi,  to  sweep  rebellion  from 
the  banks  below.  On  Saturday,  the  15th  of  March,  the  day  after  the  evac- 
Tiation,  he  left  Hickman,  where  his  fleet  had  been  rendezroused,  with  eight 
gunboats,  ten  mortar-boats,  and  an  oncnunted  number  «f  steam-tngs, 
advance-boats,  and  transport  steamers.  The  eyes  of  the  nation  were  fixed 
upon  the  movements  of  this  flotilla.  It  was  then  supposed  that  the  great 
battle  for  the  poaseesion  of  the  Mississippi  was  to  be  fought  at  Island  Num- 
ber Ten.  The  enemy  being  driven  from  that  stronghold,  it  was  thought 
that  the  flAt  could  sweep  the  river,  almost  unimpeded,  to  New  Orleans. 
Many,  however,  doubted  whether  it  would  be  possible  for  the  gunboats  to 
dleaice  the  immense  batteries  on  the  island  uai  the  adjacent  shore. 

The  fortifications  on 
the  island  and  the  main- 
land were,  as  we  have 
stated,  formidable  boUi 
in  the  number  of  their 
guns  and  the  weight  of 
metal  which  they  threw. 
They  were  also  well 
posted  to  protect  each 
other.  The  National 
fleet  could  not  come 
within  short  range  of 
battery  A,  aa  may  be 
seen  by  the  diagram, 
without  being  snbjeot 
to  the  concentrated  fire 
of  the  other  batteries. 
The  gunboats  were  also 
compelled  to  fire  irom 
anchorage,  otherwise  the 
rapid  current  of  the 
river  would  sweep  them 
down  into  the  enemy's 
hands.  They  could  not, 
TDATuoKOKnuntvaio.  by  keepng  np  steam, 
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In^eAst  iSbo  cmreiit,  flo  ad  to  fire  from  tho  stem,  filiice,  with  but  one  excep- 
tion, at&f  yrere  onl j  iron-plated  on  the  bows  and  the  sides. 

After  a  car^fbl  reeonnoissance,  the  gnnboats  were  anchored  just  above 
Ae  x>ohit  of  Ae  promontory  which  was  opposite  the  land  batteries,  l^e 
land  of  this  promontory,  which  here  creates  so  remarkable  a  bend  in  the 
liver,  is  so  low  that  the  batteries  on  Island  Knmber  Ten,  two  miles  and  a 
half  distant,  oonM  be  distinctly  seen  across  the  point  from  the  decks  of 
the  gnnboats.  *  On  the  morning  of  the  Idth  of  March  the  bombardment 
was  ecunmeneed  by  throwing  ^ells  over  the  promontory  into  the  rebel 
works.  It  was  opened  simnltaneonsly  by  the  gnnboats  and  the  mortar- 
boats  upon  Ae  island  battles,  and  npon  battery  A  on  the  mainland.  In 
s  bombardment  condneted  at  a  distance  of  from  two  to  three  miles  a  vast 
anvmnt  of  shot  and  shell  are  necessarily  wasted  Whatever  the  damage 
caused  by  so  remote  a  fire  by  day,  can  generally  be  repaired  at  night 
Day  after  day  of  incessant  bombardment  continued,  wliile  the  shores  of 
the  Misrissippi  resounded  with  the  unintermitted  roar  of  these  en(»nnous 
guns.  Three  weeks  were  thus  occupied  in  hurMng  tons  of  iron  over  the 
promontory  into  the  rebel  works,  and  yet  no  apparent  impression  was  pro- 
duced, llie  fieet  remained  immovable  at  its  anchorage,  emitting,  hour  after 
hour,  its  sullen,  deafening  roar,  while  nothing  occurred  to  interrupt  the  mo- 
notony of  the  scene.  The  country  grew  impatient  and  the  rebels  jubilant 
ovei*  tins  ineffective  firing.  Much  exultation  was  manifested  by  rebel 
sympathisers,  over  the  apparent  fUlure  of  the  much-vaunted  flotilla,  in 
this  its  first  engagement  of  any  magnitude  on  the  IGssissippi  Biver.  The 
fi&ct  was  carefolly  concealed  1^  the  Union  oflScers  in  command  of  the  fio- 
tilla,  that  this  apparent  "Ws&te  of  powder  was  but  a  cover  for  other  and 
txr  more  effdetive  operations.* 

On  the  morning  of  the  day  on  which  the  bombardment  commenced, 
General  Halleck  directed  General  Pope  to  ascertain  if  it  were  possible  to 
eonstmct  a  road  from  New  Madrid,  along  the  western  bank  of  the  river, 
tinrough  the  swamps  to  the  end  of  the  promontory  opposite  the  island, 
there  to  erect  batteries  to  cooperate  with  the  fieet  in  the  bombardment 
Colonel  Bhsell's  engineer  r^ment  was  deputed  to  perform  this  task.  He 
made  the  needed  examination,  and  pronounced  the  plan  to  be  impractica- 
ble. The  ground  was  so  marshy  as  to  forbid  the  building  of  a  road,  and 
so  low  opposite  the  idand  as  to  afford  no  good  position  for  a  battery.  By 
Oke  careful  exploration  of  this  immense  morass,  it  was  found  that  it  was 
intersected  widi  many  creeks  and  bayous,  which  could  perhaps  be  so  con- 

^  In  liM  rabel  aoooimt  of  the  war,  published  at  Eichmond,  it  is  written:  **  On  the  1st  of  April 
General  Beoregftfd  telegn^ihed  to  the  War  Department  at  Riohmond  that  the  bombardment  had 
eontinoed  for  fifteen  dajs,  in  which  time  the  enemy  had  thrown  three  thousand  shdls,  expending 
about  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  of  powder,  with  the  result  on  our  side  of  one  man  killed  and 
none  serionslj  wounded.  Erery  daj  the  mortars  oontinued  to  boom,  and  stiU  the  cannon  of  the 
island  replied  wHh  dull,  suDen  roar,  wasting  shot  and  temper  dike.  The  yery  birds  became  ae- 
eostomed  to  tlie  aitifk^  thunder,  «id  a%hted  npon  the  branches  of  the  trees  overhanging  the 
mortars,  in  the  sulphurous  smoke.  The  tongues  of  flame^  leaping  teem  the  mouths  of  the  mor- 
tars, amid  a  crash  like  a  thousand  thunders,  and  then  the  columns  of  smoke,  rolling  up  in  beauti« 
ftd,  fleecy  spirals,  deyeloping  into  rings  of  exquisite  proporticms,  afforded  some  of  the  most  mag- 
nificent speotades.** — SaiUhem  EMory  ofiha  War,  toL  L,  S93. 
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nected  and  cleared  pf  .ol>itnictiojiS|  ihs^  bpi4i4  Q0|ei14  h^  flp^to^  Acraaa  &em 
the  anchorage  of  the  fleet  to  a  poii^t  in  the  riyer  below  ib/b  jelaod.  If 
General  Pope,  at  New  Madrid,  jcould  get  a  few  taraoflports,  ^  e¥e|L  a  tug- 
boat, to  tow  his  army  across  the  river  tp  the  Teimewee  fib(»*e^  hye  oould  cQi 
off  entirely  the  retreat  of  the  rebels  from  the  island,  and  also  eShat  eo  peiv 
feet  an  iny^tment  of  the  place  that  tho  rebels  ooi^ld  obtain  no  further 
supplies.  A  Union  citizen  of  J^qw  Madrid,  familiar  with  the  coontrj^ 
suggested  this  idea  to  General  Schuyler  Hamilton*  Qe  aooe|>ted  ibf 
thought,  r^Yolyed  it  in  his  own  mind  into  definite  shape,  4Hid  proposed  t# 
General  Pope  to  cut  a  steamboat  ca^al  across  the  promant^ry«  Colonal 
Bissell,  to  whom  as  an  engineer  the  plan  was  i^resented,  proaounoed  it  t0 
be  quite  practicable.  General  l^ope  directed  him  to  jNroseonte  the  enteiv 
prise  with  the  utmost  possible  vigor,  investing  him  with  ^dmest  unlimited 
authority  to  procure  materials  for  his  difRnult  nndertaldng. 

Four  steamers  from  Cairo,  pf  light  draught,  and  six  flat-  boats  were  inmcie- 
diately  s^nt  down  with  all  the  necessary  iniplements  for  the  enterprise^ 
and  to  cooperate  in  the  work.  The  distance  to  be  traversed  by  tiie  canal 
was  twelve  miles.  The  canal  was  to  be  flfty  feet  wide^  and  not  less  than 
four  and  a  half  feet  deep.  One-half  of  its  length  it  was  to  be  cut  through 
heavy  timber,  by  sawing  off  th^  trees  four  feet  below  the  snr&ce  of  thf 
water.  The  remainder  of  the  canal  ran  through  swampy,  stagnant  bayonS| 
filled  with  tangled  brushy  The  line  of  procedure  in  this  remarkable  un« 
dertaking  was  as  follows : — First,  there  were  three  lannehes  nrged  slowly 
along  the  pools,  occnpied  by  workmen  who  op^ied  the  track,  clearing 
away  the  brush  and  driftwood.  Then  feUowed  th]?ee  rafts  with  skilful 
axemen,  i^^ho  felled  the  overhanging  trees,  and  sawed  off  those  in  the  watoiy 
path  below  the  water.  The  rafts  were  followed  by  a  steav^boat  provided 
with  a  system  of  ropes  and  p^Ueys  to  remove  the  larger  timber  which  the 
men,  unaided  by  such  engines,  could  not  handle.  Thus,  while  the  rebels  were 
kept  occupied  with  the  bombardment  for  nine  or  ten  d^ys,  this  Uttle  fleet 
was  groping  its  w^y  through  woods,  and  marshes,  and  bayous,  and  poola^ 
to  assail  the  foe  at  a  poi|it  frxun  which  they  had  no  antioipation  <^  an  atr 
tack.  ^'  This  herculean  labor  wap  prosecuted,"  says  General  Pope,  ^^  wi& 
untiring  energy  and  determination,  under  efpo^nres  and  privations  v^rj 
unusual  even  in  th^  history  of  warfare." 

By  Friday,  the  4th  of  April,  the  canal  was  open  and  iieady  for  1isq» 
Three  days  before  this,  on  the  flrst  day  of  the  rnonU^,  the  nionotany  of  tb« 
bombardment  was  enlivened  by  a  very  daring  and  swoes^fol  eocploit*  A 
reconnoissance  of  the  batteries  on  the  island  had  been  ordered  by  Admiral 
Foote.  It  WS0,  of  course,  necessary  that  it  should  be  made  by  night  The 
command  of  the  expedition,  arranged  by  Colimel  Buford,  was  intrusted  to 
Colonel  Roberts,  of  the  Forly-second  Illinois  R^ment.  He  placed  one  hun- 
dred picked  men  in  five  cutters.  On  the  afternoon  of  Tuesday,  the  Ist  of 
April,  the  clouds  gathered  thick  and  the  wind  rose,  boding  a  storm  of  unu^ 
anal  severity.  As  the  rayless  night  enveloped  the  fleet  and  the  shore  in  im* 
penetrable  gloom,  the  gale  increased  to  a  tornado,  and  the  rain  fell  in  torrents. 
At  midnight  the  storm  was  at  its  height.  The  stoutest  forest  trees  were  b^^i 
tike  withes  before  the  wind,  and  the  river  waa  lashed  into  foaming  billowisK 


OAPTUSX    OF    ISLAND    VUMBEE    TBN.  869 

AeqMDt  i^bams  ct  Kghtoing  ihiev  a  momentaiy  gUre  over  the  scene, 
trindi  was  iidlawed  bj  tibe  blaekneee  of  darkness.  While  the  Bt<Min  added 
not  a  Utde  to  some  of  the  hazards  of  the  enterprise,  it  afforded  other  signal 
adraotages  to  the  heroic  spirits  who  had  undertaken  it. 

Sheheiod  l^  the  darkness  and  the  tumult  of  the  elements,  the  boats, 
jriA.  mnffied  oars,  descended  the  river,  and  passing  all  Ihe  batteries  on  the 
shore  nnseen,  approached  within  afew  ieetof  the  battery  at  the  head  of  tl^ 
idaiuL  Afodden  flash  of  lightning  revealed  them  to  the  sentries.  It  was 
bat  finr  an  instant  All  was  dark  again.  The  sentries  flred  a  few  harm* 
less,  random  shots,  and  fled  bade  upon  the  hilL  The  boats,  impelled  by 
vigorous  rowers,  were  in  a  moment  at  the  shore.  The  men  leaped  upon 
the  iriand,  mdied  to  the  battery,  spiked  the  guns,  regained  their  boats 
mihnrt,  and  eznltsjit,  though  still  sOent,  forced  their  way,  against  the  cmv 
rent  and  the  storm,  back  to  the  fleet  The  successful  aoeomjdishment  of 
this  heroio  adventinre  was  quite  inspiriting  to  the  beleaguering  army. 

The  canal  was  comfdeted.  lAf^i  transports  could  pass  through,  but 
there  was  not  depth  of  water  for  the  gunboats.  The  rebels  had  antici- 
pated that  G^eral  Pope  would  make  an  attempt  to  cross  the  river  at  New 
Madrid,  and  to  prevent  this,  they  had  planted  field-pieces  along  the  left 
bank  of  the  river,  for  a  distance  of  several  miles  above  and  below  that 
eity.  To  attempt  to  cross  the  river  with  transports  alone,  in  the  &ce  of 
these  batteries,  and  exposed  to  assaults  from  the  rebel  gunboats,  which 
could  ascend  from  below,  was  indeed  a  difficult  and  hazardous  enterprise. 
It  was  evident  that  the  river  could  not  be  crossed  without  the  aid  of  gun- 
boats. The  canal  could  not  be  made  deep  enough  for  their  passage,  and  it 
seemed  utterly  impossible  that  they  could  run  down  the  river  without  be- 
ing blown  into  fragments  by  the  heavy  batteries  bristling  on  the  banks 
and  on  the  island.  Admiral  Foote  was  in  command  of  the  fleet.  He  was 
exactly  the  man  ibr  tiie  occasion.  On  the  80th  of  March,  Captain  Walker, 
of  ihe  gunboat  Carondelet,  received  the  following  order  from  Commodore 
Foote: — 

♦^  Ton  will  avail  yourself  of  the  first  fog,  or  rainy  night,  and  drift  your 
steamer  down  past  the  rebel  batteries  on  the  T^messee  shore  and  Idand 
Kumber  Ten,  until  you  readi  New  Madrid.  I  assign  you  this,  as  it  is  vitally 
important  that  a  gunboat  should  be  at  New  Madrid,  for  the  purpose  of 
covering  General  Pope^  army,  while  he  crosses  to  the  Tennessee  side  of 
the  river.  I  must  enjoin  upon  you  the  importance  of  keeping  your  lights 
secreted  in  Ae  hold  or  put  out ;  keeping  your  officers  and  men  fh>m  speak- 
ing, when  passing  the  forts,  above  a  whfaper,  and  then  only  on  duty,  and  of 
Using  ev^ry  oth^  precaution  to  prevent  the  rebels  suspecting  that  you  are 
dropping  bdow  their  batteries.  Commending  you  and  all  under  your 
command  to  the  care  and  protection  of  Otody  who  rules  the  world  and 
directs  all  things,  I  am,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant 

"A.H.F0OTB. 

"P.  8. — Should  you  meet  with  disaster,  you  will,  as  a  last  resort, 
destroy  the  steam  machinery,  and,  if  impossible  to  e8ciq)e,  set  fire  to  your 
gunbmt.  Of  sink  her,  and  prevent  her  from  filing  into  the  hands  of  the 
Jebek.^ 
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The  night  of  Friday,  the  44h  of  April^  was  selected  for  attempting  lbs 
iprise.  The  adyenture  was  deemed  one  so  full  of  peril,  that  none  Imt 
Yolimteers  were  called  upon  to  embark  in  it.  Oaptam  Walker  himself^ 
with  a  truly  chiyalrous  spirit,  had  offered  his  services.  Mr.  O.  T.  Fishback, 
of  the  ^^  Mississippi  Democrat,"  had  obtained  the  perilous  privilege  oi  a 
passage  on  the  Oarondelet^  and  it  is  to  his  graphic  pen  that  we  are  mainly 
indebted  for  the  particulars  of  the  enterprise. 

During  the  day,  the  hull  of  the  Carondekt  was  strengthened  by  every 
contrivance  which  ingenuity  could  devise.  The  most  vulnerable  parts  of 
the  boat  were  shielded  with  rolls  of  surplus  diains.  The  dedcs  won 
covered  with  a  layer  of  heavy  planks  to  resist  plunging  shot.  A'  heavy 
hawser  was  wound  around  the  pilot-house  up  to  the  window.  Baniers  (rf 
wood  were  constructed  about  the  bcnlers.  The  sailors  were  provided  with 
hand-grenades  and  the  most  efficient  weapons  to  repel  boarders,  while 
sharpshooters  stood  in  readiness  to  give  a  warm  reception  to  any  approach- 
ing assailants.  Hose,  for  throwing  hot  water  upon  any  intruders  upon  the 
boat,  were  attached  to  the  boilers.  A  large  coal-barge,  laden  with  oomptct 
bundles  <^  hay,  was  taken  in  tow  on  the  side  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the 
batteries. 

During  the  afternoon  the  atmosphere  became  hazy,  and  as  the  sun  set, 
thick  clouds  gathered  and  the  wind  blew  freshly  from  the  stormy  quarter, 
indicating  just  the  weather  which  was  desired.  By  ten  o'dock  at  ni^ 
the  moon  had  gone  down,  and  darkness  reigned ,  supreme,  while  the  heavy 
masses  of  a  thunder  tempest  were  rolling  up  the  VTCst^ii  sky*  All  lightB 
were  extinguished ;  breathless  silence  was  imposed;  the  lines  were  cast of^ 
and  the  Carondelet  started  on  its  perilous  trip.  The  machinery  was  so 
adjusted  as  to  admit  the  escape  of  the  steam  through  the  wheel-hoose,  thus 
•Toiding  the  puffing  which  reBulte  from  Hs  pa»age  throtigh  the  pipe.. 

For  the  first  half  mile  all  went  well,  and  there  was  good  hopei^passiBg 
the  rebel  batteries  unobserved.  Suddenly  the  soot  in  the  chimneys  took 
fire,  and  flames  five  feet  in  height  leaped  from  their  tops,  throwing  a 
bright  illumination  upon  the  boat  and  every  thing  around.  The  flame, 
quickly  extinguished,  immediately  broke  forth  again.  Th^  casualty 
resulted  from  the  alteration  in  the  machinery  to  change  the  escape  of  tiie 
steam.  The  vigilant  eyes  of  the  enemy  were  of  course  arrested  by  this 
apparition  of  a  National  gunboat  drifting  by  their  batteries^  and  exposed  to 
point-blank  range  from  almost  every  gun.  The  anxious  crowd  on  tiie  fleet 
above,  who  were  listening  for  the  signal-gun  which  should  announce  the 
safe  passage  of  the  batteries,  heard  the  alarm  roll  from  the  rebel  encamp- 
ments on  the  shore  and  on  the  island.  Five  signal-rockets  pi^x^  the 
stormy  clouds,  instantiy  followed  by  a  shot  from  one  of  the  batteries. 
Flash  succeeded  flash,  and  roar  followed  roar  as  more  than  a  hundred  guns, 
in  rapid  volleys,  dischai^ed  their  shot  and  shell  upon  the  dim  target  float- 
ing before  them,  which  target  could  only  be  seen  as  revealed  by  the  vivid 
flashes  of  the  lightning. 

It  often  seems  as  though  nature  had  a  pulse  which  throbbed  in  sympA- 
thy  with  the  passions  of  man.  Just  at  this  time  the  rising  tempest  reached 
its  crisis.    The  most  vivid  flashes  of  lightning  were  followed  by  ii 
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peals  of  thandel-,  while  tiie  rain  descended  in  floods.  The  artillery  of 
heaven  drowned,  by  its  snperior  grandenr,  the  feeble  artillery  of  man. 
As  concealment  was  now  out  of  the  question,  the  engineer  was  ordered  to 
pat  on  a  foil  head  of  steam,  and  to  drive  the  boat  with  all  possible  speed 
past  the  batteries.  A  man  was  stationed  at  the  bow,  with  lead  and  line,  to 
give  the  soundings.  Anoth^  upon  the  upper  deck  passed  the  word  back 
to  the  pflot.  In  the  pilot-house  Captain  Walker  waQ  stationed.  Outside, 
entirely  unprotected  from  the  shower  of  shell,  shot,  and  rifle-balls,  which 
now  b^an  to  rain  thick  and  fast  upon  the  boat,  stood  Captain  Hoel,  the 
the  acting  flrst  master  of  the  gunlmt,  watching,  Vy  the  glare  of  the  light- 
nil^,  the  course  of  the  banks  of  the  stream,  receiving  the  soundings,  and 
flhouting  his  orders  to  the  pilots  at  the  wheel 

Thus  through  the  rain,  the  daikness,  the  storm  of  shot,  and  shell,  and 
ballets  from  thousands  of  marksmen,  the  Carondelet  pushed  rapidly  down 
the  river,  sweeping  by  the  land  batteries,  the  island  batteries,  and  passing 
a  formidable  floating  battery  anchored  just  below  the  island.  Strange  te 
say,  she  escaped  wholly  iminjured.  Such  race  no  ship  ever  ran  before. 
The  patriot  flotilla  above  the  island  was  crowded  with  anxious,  almost 
breathless  listeners.  The  roar  of  the  midnight  sterm,  from  earth  and  sky, 
deafened  them.  Thdr  eyes  were  almost  blinded  by  flashes  from  battery 
and  aloud.  The  Carondelet  had  not  flred  a  gun.  Far  away  in  the  darkness, 
aad  behind  the  bend  of  the  river,  no  vestiges  of  her  could  be  discerned.  • 
It  seemed  to  be  impossible  that  she  could  have  survived  so  terrible  a  fire. 
The  most  sahguine  fbared  that  the  brave  little  steamer,  with  all  her  heroic 
ctew,  was  drifting,  a  shapeless  mass  of  ruin,  beneath  the  waves.  At  all 
erents,  the  steamer  was  beyond  the  reach  of  the  batteries,  for  the  firing  had 
eeased,  and  no  sounds  were  heard  but  the  mutterings  of  the  receding 
thunder  and  the  wailings  of  the  storm.  It  was  a  moment  of  awftil  sus- 
pense. If  the  boat  escaped,  six  heavy  guns  were  to  be  fired  to  announce 
the  joyfbl  &ct. 

Suddenly,  far  down  the  river,  the  boom  of  a  single  gun  was  heard,  and 
then  another,  and  another,  and  another,  till  the  majestic  echoes  of  the  six 
roDed  along  the  river  and  the  land.  Such  a  frenzy  of  joy  earth  seldom 
witnesses.  A  cheer  rose  louder  than  the  voice  of  many  waters,  and  rap- 
torous  as  if  from  the  lips  of  the  blest.  The  men  embraced  each  other, 
danced,  sang,  shouted,  sent  back  an  answering  salute ;  and  the  Admiral, 
the  heroic  Admiral  Foote,  bravest  of  the  brave,  and  noblest- of  the  noble, 
who  never  commenced  an  enterprise  without  looking  to  Qod  for  guidance, 
^ided  away  from  the  throng,  with  tears  of  gratitude,  to  give  thanks  to 
God  in  his  doset,  where  he  was  daily  wont  to  commune  with  his  Maker. 

In  twenty  minutes,  aided  by  a  fall  head  of  steam  and  the  swift  current 
of  the  river,  the  Carondelet  had  run  the  gauntlet  of  the  batteries,  and  at 
one  o'clock  in  the  morning  was  safely  anchored  at  New  Madrid.  Encour- 
aged by  this  success,  on  the  night  of  the  6th  the  gunboat  Pittsburg 
followed  the  example  of  the  Carondelet,  and  with  equal  safety.  The  next 
morning,  the  7th  of  April,  four  transports,  laden  with  troops,  passed  through 
&e  canal  to  New  Madrid.  The  two  gunboats  promptly  silenced  the 
enemy's  batteries  on  the  opposite  shore,  and  the  National  troops,  regiment 
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after  regiment,  ^ere  pushed  rapidly  across  in  the  transports.  Ab  faft  n 
the  divisions  landed  they  were  urged  rapidly  f<»*ward  to  head  off  tiie  rebek 
from  any  retreat  by  the  road  to  Tiptonville.  The  panio^trioken  rebeh 
now  thought  only  of  esoape.  They  were  surrounded ;  all  supplies  were  out 
off;  resistance  was  hopeless.  Innnediately  abandoning  the  island,  they> 
made  a  despairing  and  yet  feeble  effort  to  cut  thmr  way  through  the  patri(yfc 
troops,  who  were  seizing  all  the  avenues  of  flight  on  the  Tennessee  flhore. 
Wherever  the  disordered  masses  appeared  they  were  driven  back  upcm  the 
swamp. 

At  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  8th,  the  rebels,  who  were  under 
command  of  General  Mackall,  sent  in  a  flag  of  truce,  offering  to  sunender. 
Three  generals,  seven  colonels,  seven  regiments,  several  battalions  of 
in&ntry,  Ave  companies  of  artillery,  twenty-four  cannon,  sevend  thousand 
stands  of  small  arms,  large  magazines,  abundantly  stored  with  uunit]<m8 
of  war,  and  an  immense  number  of  tents,  horses,  and  wag<NQS,  were  taken 
on  the  island  by  the  victors.  The  batteries  on  the  shore,  erected  with  the 
highest  engineering  skill,  and  armed  by  seventy  heavy  rifled  guns  varying 
in  calibre  from  thirty-two  to  a  hundred  pounders,  were  all  taken,  with  all 
their  magazines  and  eamp  equipage.  The  force  of  the  rebels  surrendered 
amounted  to  about  five  thousand.  Four  steamers  and  a  floatir^  batterj 
also  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  patriots.  In  this  great  achievemeoit  of  the 
final  capture,  the  l^ational  forces  did  not  lose  a  man,  either  on  the  land  or 
on  the  gunboats. 

Thus  fell  the  second  rebel  stronghold  on  the  Mississippi  Biver.  It  is 
not  National  boasting  to  say,  that  it  is  difficult  to  find,  in  the  annals  of 
war,  the  record  of  a  deed  more  heroically  accomplished.  It  is  seldom  that 
any  military  movement  has  displayed  more  skill  in  the  generals,  or  more  zeal, 
intrepidity,  and  endurance  in  the  soldiers.  The  capture  of  Island  Kumber 
Ten,  contemplated  in  all  its  aspects,  is  one  of  the  most  memorable  achieve- 
ments of  this  civil  war,  which  has  been  so  frdl  of  deeds  of  daring. 

In  the  rebel  account  of  this  transacticxi,  contained  in  die  ^  Southern  His- 
tory of  the  War,"  we  read :  "  The  unhappy  men  on  the  island  were 
abandoned  to  their  &te;  the  Confederates  on  the  mainland  having  fled 
with  precipitation.  On  one  of  the  hospital  boats  were  one  hundred  pocr 
wretches,  half  dead  with  disease  and  neglect.  On  the  shore  were  crowds 
of  our  men  wandering  around  among  the  profusicm  of  ammunition  and 
stores.  A  fe^^  of  them  effected  their  escape,  through  the  most  remarkable 
dangers  and  adventures.  Some  trusted  tiiemselves  to  hastily  constructed 
rafts,  with  which  to  float  down  the  Mississippi,  hoping  to  attract  the 
attention  and  aid  of  those  living  on  the  shore.  Others  gained  the  upper 
banks  of  the  river,  where  for  several  days  and  n^hts  they  wandered,  lost 
in  the  extensive  cane^rakes,  without  food  and  in  severe  toiL  Some  two  or 
three  hundred  of  the  stragglers,  principally  from  the  forces  on  the  main- 
land, succeeded  in  making  their  way  to  Bell's  Station,  on  the  Ohio  Bail- 
road,  and  reached  Memphis. 

^^  The  disaster  was  considerable  enough  in  the  loss  of  Island  Number  Ten, 
but  the  circumstances  attending  it,  and  the  consequences  in  the  loss  of  men, 
eannoD,  ammunition,  supplies,  and  every  thing  appertaining  to  an  army,  all 
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of  which  might  poedbly  have  been  avoided,  increaaed  the  regreta  of  the 
Soath,  and  swelled  the  triumph  of  her  enemies.  No  single  batde-field  had 
jet  afforded  to  the  North  such  visible  froits  of  victory  as  had  been 
gathered  at  Island  Number  Ten."* 

^Souikim  m$hry  tf  ih$  War,  toL  L  p.  294. 
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OAFTUBB  OF  F0BT8  PILLOW  AND  RANDOLPH,  AND  OF  MEHPHia. 

The  Qunboat  Flkbt.— Battlb  ov  tbb  Riybb.— Ihoidbnt& — Eyaouatiov  or  tbm  Vorts.— 
Dbsobxt  to  MracPHia — Battlb  op  thi  Gukboatb  akdthi  Raub. — Scbiobbof  Hbbozbm  avd 
Dbath. — ^DBBxaaonoN  or  thb  Rbbbl  Flbbc — Oaptubb  or  MBMPHia 

Though  the  conquest  of  Island  Number  Ten  was  an  aduevement  of 
momentous  importance,  it  was  still  but  one  of  a  series  of  herculean  Btmg- 
gles  which  were  necessary,  before  the  majestic  Mississippi  should  be  opened 
in  its  sweep  of  more  t^an  a  thousand  miles  from  Cairo  to  the  611H 
Between  Island  Number  Ten  and  the  city  of  Memphis  there  were  two  for- 
midable rebel  fortifications,  known  respectively  as  Fort  Pillow  and  Fort 
Bandolph.  They  were  twelve  miles  apart,  on  high  bluffs,  called  the  First 
and  Second  Chickasaw  Blu£^  The  upper  of  these  forts  was  seventy 
miles  north  of  Memphis. 

With  the  energy  which  characterized  all  the  movements  in  this  depart- 
ment, not  an  hour  was  lost  in  pressing  forward  in  the  great  enterprise  of 
sweeping  all  traces  of  the  rebellion  from  the  Mississippi,  and  in  thus 
opening  again  the  great  national  river  to  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States.  On  the  12th  of  April,  only  four  days  after  the  surrender  of  Island 
Nimiber  Ten,  the  fleet  of  gunboats,  accompanied  by  transports  and  mortar- 
boats,  left  New  Madrid,  and  steamed  down  the  river  to  attack  Forts  Pillow 
and  Bandolph.  About  this  time  Admiral  Foote  obtained  leave  of  absence. 
He  had  been  severely  wounded  at  Donelson,  so  that  for  several  months  he 
was  entirely  dependent  upon  crutches.  His  health  was  so  seriously 
impaired  that  many  of  his  friends  despaired  of  his  life,  and  he  was  com- 
pelled to  heed  the  injunctions  of  his  physicians  and  seek  repose.  Captain 
C.  H.  Davis  took  his  place  as  commander  of  the  squadron. 

At  Plum  Point  the  Mispissippi  turns  sharply  from  its  southern  courBe, 
and  flows  almost  directly  east.  After  running  several  miles  in  this  direc- 
tion, it  strikes  the  First  Chickasaw  Bluflk,  and  is  thrown  abruptly  back 
again  in  a  southwest  direction,  which  course  it  continues  below  Island  No. 
Thirty-four,  where  it  again  bends  in  a  majestic  curve  towards  the  south. 
Here  the  Tennessee  shore  bulges  out  to  fill  the  convex  side  of  the  curve. 
At  this  point  are  found  the  Second  Chickasaw  Bluffe,  surmounted  by  Fort 
Bandolph,  twelve  miles,  as  we  have  stated,  below  Fort  Pillow,  on  the  First 
Chickasaw  Blufls.  Opposite  Plum  Point  is  the  village  of  Osceola,  in 
Arkansas.  The  fortifications  on  these  two  blufis  were  as  admirably  loca^ied 
as  any  engineer  could  desire,  for  both  oflensive  and  defensive  operations. 
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The  little  aqnadron  steamed  rapidly  down  the  river,  aided  by  the  swift 
current,  and  on  the  eyening  of  Sunday,  the  13th  of  April,  reached  Plnm 
Point.  Here  they  anchored  out  of  range  of  the  heavy  guns  of  Fort  Pillow, 
which  fort  was  iJl  in  view  at  a  distanco  of  three  and  a  half  nules.  Three 
rebel  gunboats  were  huddled  xmder  the  guns  of  this  fort.  The  heavy 
mortars  were  moved  from  the  Union  boats  to  Craighead  Point,  on  the 
Arkansas  diore,  where,  on  the  afternoon  of  Thursday,  the  17th,  they 
opened  a  vigorous  fire  of  ahells  upon  the  rebel  gunboats  and  batteries. 
To  this  fire  the  rebel  batteries  enei^getically  responded.  For  several  days 
this  bombardment  contmued,  the  thunder  of  the  explosions  reverberating  for 
a  great  distance  up  and  down  the  river,  though  but  very  little  damage  was 
inflicted  on  either  side.  The  water  of  the  river  was  so  high,  flooding  vast 
r^ons  around,  that  the  land  force  could  not  cooperate  in  this  attack. 

Meanwhile,  the  battle  (^Shildi,  which  we  have  already  described,  had 
been  fought  on  the  7th  of  April,  and  events  indicated  another  impending 
conflict  at  Corinth.  Oeneral  P<^  was  accordingly  directed  to  repair 
immediately  with  the  forces  under  his  command  to  Pittsbmg  Landing, 
leaving  two  regiments  only,  with  the  fleet,  under  the  ccHnmand  of  Colonel 
G.  K.  Fitch.  This  withdrawal  of  the  land  force  left  Captain  Davis,  with 
the  gunboats  and  the  mortar-boats,  ahnoet  unaided,  to  attempt  the  reduc- 
tion of  these  formidable  fortresses.  With  twenty-five  thousand  men  in 
thirty  transports.  General  Pope  arrived,  <m  the  Slst  of  April,  at  Pittsburg 
Luiding,  on  the  Tennessee  River. 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th  of  May,  the  rebels  made  a  desperate  attempt 
to  destroy  the  National  fleet.  Behind  a  projecting  point  of  the  shore 
they  had  prepared  a  squadron  of  eight  iron-dads,  three  or  four  of  them 
fitted  as  rams.  The  Union  mortar-boats  had,  as  usual,  been  towed  down 
and  anchored  in  a  position  somewhat  in  advance  of  the  gunboats.  Sud- 
denly, from  around  the  point  which  had  concealed  them  from  sight,  the 
rebel  squadron,  under  full  head  of  steam,  made  its  appearance.  The  lead- 
ing vessel  was  a  ram  of  immense  weight  and  strength,  coated  widi  railroad 
iron,  and  furnished  with  engines  constructed  to  drive  her  with  great  velocity. 
The  ram,  with  energy  which  impressed  every  beholder  with  a  sense  of  the 
^blime,  sought  out  the  Cincinnati,  the  most  formidable  of  the  Union 
fleet,  thinking  that  after  her  destruction  the  remainder  could  be  easily 
disposed  of. 

The  Cincinnati  was  anchored  near  the  shord,  and  a  large  mass  of  drift- 
wood had  accumulated  about  her  bows.  Thus  entangled,  she  became  par- 
tially unmanageable,  and  the  iron  ram  was  rushing  fiercely  upon  her. 
The  Cincinnati  could  not  turn  her  bows  to  escape ;  and  to  back  out  would 
be  only  to  run  with  her  stem  against  the  steel-clad  prow  of  her  antagonist, 
thus  adding  to  the  force  of  the  crushing  blow.  The  gunners  sprang  to 
their  pieces,  and  from  their  stem  guns  let  fly  a  volley,  at  but  a  few  yards 
distance,  into  the  face  of  the  plunging  ram.  The  balls  glanced  from  the 
thick-ribbed  armor  like  hail-^tones  from  an  iceberg.  Another  volley  was 
discharged  with  the  same  effect.  In  anotiher  moment  the  ram,  with  all  her 
tremendous  weight  and  velocity,  struck  the  steamer  on  the  starboard  stem, 
and  fortunately,  without  inflicting  any  serious  damage,  threw  violently  the 
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stem  around,  bo  that  the  Oinciimati  could  get  headway  to  escape  from  ihe 
shore,  and  at  the  same  time  could  pour  a  whole  broadside  directly  into  the 
rebel  craft.  Greek  now  met  Greek — broadside  followed  broadside.  A 
series  of  rapid  evolutions  at  Ihe  same  time  ensued,  in  which  the  ram  strove 
to  crush  the  gunboat,  and  the  boat  strove  to  elude  the  Uows^ 

And  now  the  ram,  both  boats  being  still  in  rapid  moiioUy  was  along* 
side  of  the  Cincinnati,  and  a  dense  mass  of  men,  anned  to  the  teedi,  werd 
prepared  to  spring  on  board  the  National  ship,  and  seize  it  by  utterly  o¥e^ 
powering  the  crew.  Timbers  w^*e  crushing  as  the  boats  ground  against 
each  other.  Theshout  rang  through  the  sulphurous  hold  of  the  Cincinnati, 
penetrating  the  thunders  of  the  incessant  cannonade,  ^  AH  hands  prepare 
to  repel  boarders !"  The  men  seized  carbines,  boarding^pikea,  cutkisBes, 
and  rushed  to  their  appointed  stations^  while  the  steam  battery  was  made 
ready  to  throw  floods  of  hot  water  upon  the  assailing  rebels. 

In  the  midst  of  this  awful  yet  inspiring  scene,  Ocmunaader  Stembel 
sprang  upon  deck,  and  with  accurate  aim  discharged  a  revolver  directly 
into  the  head  of  the  pilot  c^  the  ram,  kiUbig  him  instantly.  The  pilot's 
mate  seized  a  gun,  and  Us  the  gallant  commander  turned  to  att^id  to  some 
other  duty,  discharged  a  bullet,  whidi  entered  hiA  shoulder  behind,  and 
passed  out  through  his  neck.  He  feH,  and  was  carried  below.  As  the 
wheel  of  the  rdbel  ram  was  loosened  fixxn  the  graqp  of  the  pilot,  the  boat 
swung  off  and  drifted  down  the  stream.  By  this  time  the  whole  squadron 
on  both  sides  was  engaged  in  the  fight,  each  boot  striking  wherever  it 
could  put  in  a  blow. 

The  Cincinnati,  disabled  by  the  butting  she  had  received,  was  soon 
found  to  be  in  a  sinking  condition,  and  was  run  adiore.  A  fortunate  shot 
from  one  of  the  National  gunboats,  passing  through  the  boiler  of  one  of 
the  rebel  boats,  the  Mexico,  destroyed  the  boat  with  a  terrible  es^dosiou* 
The  same  shot,  continuing  its  eonrse,  entered  another  rebel  boat,  set  it  on 
Are,  and  it  was  burned  to  the  water's  edge.  The  National  boat  St.  Louis 
(»me  crashing  down  upcm  the  rebel  ram  Mallory,  and,  nearly  cutting  her  in 
two,  sank  her  immediately.  Most  of  ihe  crew  went  under  the  wave  in 
their  ship.  Half  a  dozen  only  were  saved  by  clinging  to  the  sides  of  the 
St.  Louis. 

The  action,  oondaeted  with  the  utmost  possible  fbry,lasted  for  nearly  an 
hour.  One  of  the  National  gunboats,  in  a  sinking  condition,  had  been 
run  ashore.  Another,  the  Mound  City,  was  seriously  injured  on  the  star- 
board bow.  No  other  XJnicm  boat  was  injured.  But  four  men  in  the 
Union  fleet  were  wounded.  The  rebels  were  no  longer  in  a  condition  to 
prolong  the  battle,  and  under  cover  of  the  smoke,  which,  in  the  calm  of  a 
cloudless  May  morning,  hung  in  a  dense  canopy  over  the  river,  they 
retreated  rapidly  down  the  stream,  behind  the  protection  of  their  land 
batteries.  The  rebel  accounts  of  this,  as  of  all  their  battles,  are  so  contra- 
dictory,  that  it  is  difBcult  to  estimate,  with  accuracy,  the  amount  of  their 
loss.  Bebel  deserters  subsequently  reported  that,  in  addition  to  those  who 
sank  to  a  watery  grave  in  the  Mallory,  one  hundred  and  eighty  dead 
bodies  were  taken  from  the  fleet  on  its.retum  fix>m  the  engagement. 

Another  month  passed  away  of  languid,  monotonous,  ineffective  bom- 
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bardment  on  bofh  aides.  The  fleet  kept  its  position,  occasionally  throwing 
a  shell,  by  way  of  reminder,  into  the  enemy's  woits,  awaitfcg  qnietly 
other  operations  which  it  was  believed  wonld  compel  the  rebels  to  evacnata 
both  of  the  forts.  Tte  main  object  of  the  sqnadron,  after  the  withdrawal 
of  General  Pope's  force,  was  to  keep  np  the  show  of  an  attack  npon  Fort 
Pillow,  and  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  rebel  fleet  np  the  river. 

On  the  29th  of  May  the  rebels  nnder  General  Beanregard  fled  fix)m 
Corinth,  and  the  place  was  occnpied  by  the  National  troops  nnder  General 
Halleck.  This  withdrawal  of  a  large  part  of  the  rebel  army  from  Tennes- 
see rendered  Forts  Pillow  and  Randolph  no  longer  tenable,  since  they 
were  flanked  and  nearly  snrronnded  by  ihe  National  troops.  On  the  night 
of  the  4th  of  June  both  forts  were  evacnated,  every  thing  of  value  having 
been  previously  destroyed  or  removed.  It  had  already  been  found  neceS' 
saiy  to  withdraw  most  of  the  garrison  fi^m  both  of  the  forts,  to  strengthen 
General  Beauregard  at  Oorinth.  These  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of 
the  river  being  thus  removed,  the  morning  after  the  XJnion  troops  had  taken 
possession  of  the  heights,  the  National  fleet,  consisting  of  the  Ave  gunboats, 
Benton,  Oairo,  Oarondelet,  Louisville,  and  8t  Louis,  and  the  four  rams, 
Konarch,  Lancaster,  No.  8,  and  Queen  of  the  West,  descended  the  river  to 
Memphis,  and  anchored  for  the  night  about  two  miles  above  the  city. 

Here  the  rebel  gunboats,  from  above  and  below,  had  rendezvoused,  to 
dispute  the  further  passage  of  the  stream.  They  consisted  of  formidable 
iron-clads,  the  Beaur^ard,  Little  Eebel,  Price,  Bragg,  Lovell,  Van  Dom, 
Jeff.  Thompson,  and  Sumter.  This  fleet  was  under  llie  command  of 
Commodore  Edward  Montgomery ;  the  iron-clad  rams  of  the  National 
fleet  under  Colonel  Charles  Ellet,  Jr.  Colonel  Ellet  was  an  engineer 
of  some  note  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  war.  He  built  the 
wire  suspension  bridge  across  the  Schuylkill  at  Faarmount,  and  also  that 
over  the  Niagara  River  below  the  falls.  He  took  a  prominent  part  in  the 
eonstruction  of  tiie  Baltimore  and  Ohio,  and  other  Western  raflroads.  ^  At 
the  breaking  out  of  hostilities  he  urged  upon  the  Navy  Department  the 
importance  of  constructing  rams,  especially  for  use  on  the  Mississippi 
Eiver.  His  suggestions  were,  however,  rejected.  TJndiscouraged  by  tlris 
repulse,  he  submitted  his  plans  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  where  he  met 
J  with  better  success.  Receiving  the  commission  of  colonel  of  engineers, 
he  repaired  to  the  Mississippi,  where  he  converted  four  steamers  into  iron- 
clad rams,  with  which  he  had  now  joined  Captain  Davis's  fleet.  The  most 
powerful  of  these  rams  were  the  Monarch  and  the  Queen  of  the  West,  the 
latter  being  his  flag-ship.  He  was  placed  in  independent  command  by  the 
War  Department,  not  being  subject  to  orders  from  Captain  Davis,  but 
reported  directly  to  the  Navy  Department. 

It  was  late  in  the  evening  when  the  National  squadron  arrived  within 
sight  of  lie  lights  of  the  city.  As  there  were  no  batteries  to  pass,  some 
of  the  more  ardent  ones  inquired  why  they  were  to  remain  there  all  night, 
within  sight  of  their  long-desired  haven.  The  morning  satisfactorily 
answered  this  question,  and  justifled  the^  prudence  of  Captain  DavisL 
With  the  earlie^  light  two  of  the  Union  gunboats  steamed  cautiously 
down  the  river  on  a  reconnoissance.    As  they  passed  around  a  bend  in  the 
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river,  and  came  in  fiUl  «ight  of  Maopliia,  thej  difioorere^  b'ing  close  tf 
ihe  lahore,  the  rebel  fleet,  under  full  liead  of  steam,  eight  vefigela,  all  iron*- 
cladfl,  and  all  rams.  Having  thus  aacompliabed  tke  object  of  their  lecoor 
noifisanee^  thej  returned  rapidly  to  the  ^et. 

The  rebds,  Bupporing  that  ^7  were  fleeiog  afirigfated,  immediatdy  set 
out  in  pursuit,  and  sent  a  few  shot  after  them,  which  passed  over  the  gun- 
boats, and  fell  hannleaslj  into  the  water  beyond.  Captain  Davis  immediately 
sigualled  all  his  gunboats,  five  in  number,  to  advance  and  meet  the  foa 
The  transports  and  mortar-boats  were,  of  course,  of  no  avail  in  sudi  a 
conflict  as  this.  The  rams  were  an  independent  fleet,  which  would 
indeed  render  all  possible  aasistanee,  but  whidi  weie  subject  only  to  the 
orders  of  Colonel  EUet. 

The  two  fleets  approached  each  other  in  line  of  battle,  flve  Kational 
gunboats  on  the  one  side,  eight  rebel  gunboats^  which  were  also  rams, 
on  the  other.  When  within  a  mile  of  each  other  they  both  opened  fire» 
Soon  they  were  within  a  few  hundred  yards,  and  volley  succeeded  voile; 
in  the  most  rapid  succession*  It  was  at  ihe  early  hour  of  half-past  four  in 
the  morning.  The  guns  had  awakened  the  citizens  of  Memphis,  and  by 
thousands  they  rushed  to  the  edge  of  the  blu£&  upon  which  the  city  is 
built.  Directly  before  them,  down  upon  the  water,  so  near  that  individuals 
could  be  discerned  in  the  boats,  the  naval  battle  was  raging.  Probably  in 
the  whole  history  of  this  world  such  a  scene  was  never  witnessed  before. 

For  8<Hne  time  the  battle  stormed  sublimely  with  flash  and  smoke,  and 
incessant  peals  of  cannon,  and  shot  and  shell  crashing  against  the  armed 
sides  of  the  ships,  and  ricochetting  over  the  placid  waters  of  the  riv^. 
Suddenly  there  steamed  from  aroimd  a  bend  in  the  river  a  sin^c^ilar-looking 
craft,  rushing  forward  at  almost  febulous  speed.  Every  eye  upon  the 
shore  was  turned  to  this  strange  object,  pressing  down  into  the  battle  like 
a  living,  ^u^ed,  devouring  monster.  It  was  Colonel  EUet's  ram,  the 
Queen  of  the  West.  Soon  another  similar  craft  was  seen  emerging  from 
behind  the  bend.  It  was  the  Honarcb.  The  booming  of  the  cannon  had 
announced  to  Colonel  EUet  titie  opening  of  the  engagement^  and  the 
gallant  patriot  needed  no  other  smumons  to  lead  him  into  the  fray.  The 
rebels  caught  sight  of  tiiese  new-comers  with  surprise  and  alarm,  and  hesi- 
tated, halted,  and  slowly  beg^  to  fall  back  with  the  current. 

The  Queen  o£  the  West,  with  marvellous  speed,  rushed  through  tibe  Ka- 
tional  gunboats,  single-handed,  ran  into  the  group  of  rebel  rams,  and  select- 
ing the  Beauregard,  pliMiged  at  her  victim.  Shot  and  shell  glanced  harm* 
less  from  the  armed  prow  and  sides  of  this  strange  assailant.  When  within 
X&a  feet  of  the  rebel  Beauregard,  the  pilot  of  that  vessel  adroitly  swung  his 
boat  around  so  as  to  avoid  the  blow.  The  Queen  shot  swiftly  by,  and, 
without  losing  her  momentum,  made  a  plunge  at  the  rebel  steamer  Fricej 
which  chanced  to  be  near  and  in  an  available  line  of  moyement.  The 
Price  was  on  the  alert^  and  opened  a  well-directed  Are  upon  the  Queen; 
but  the  indignant  Queen  contemptuously  shook  the  balls  from  her  impene- 
trable mail,  and  striking  her  antagonist  amidships  with  one  fearful,  fatal 
blow,  crushed  in  the  wheeUhouse,  and  splintering  like  pipe*items  her  ribs 
i>f  oak  and  iron,  crushed  in  (me  side  of  the  ship.    liTo  second  blow  was 
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^re,  wham  ik»  aeltM  down  ft  pftcfoct  wfeek^  in  fifUtti  &et  of  wwter. 

The  Qaen^ dialed  #itk  tkktHiuKqpV iwned  ti{>oii  h«r  heel  oad  iM4^ 
MotiMr  nuk  at  l&e  Berar^ard.  Tfaa  rebel  teoepted  the  chaiQeiigey  nfid 
irhh  equal  alfterilTf  faatttescd  io  il»  encMMmtar*  Head  to  hoftd  iheie  maith 
nre  di^  with  eteel-^iad  iKma^  mtA  driven  ait  a  apeed  of  nearlj  twenl^ 
ndlee  an Ibonr,  pkuiged-Bi  eerii  o^cor,  each  Btriving  to  oniAh  ite  adTenftiy. 
Bj-  a  lUlfal  moTEmcBt  of  the  helm,  tho  reibel  eradbd  the  mBom^iag  j^row 
of  ihe  Qneen,  wnA  itrudc  his  anti^oftiit  on  tile  aide.  The  bloir  aaade 
rrerj  timber  etndn  and  cnAj  hnrled  the  ponderona  gons  from  iikmt 
plftoes^  ^Mtttered  the  Muwdve  engine  in  tiie  hold,  and  opened  %  f  H>iAff 
.  wonnd,  threii|^  which  the  wster  rnahed  in  torrents.  The  Queen  iweda 
no  ffaeond  blow.  She  too  haa  inet  tlw  £ite  of  ymr^  tnd,  Bertooaly  diaaUed, 
eaa  take  no  fnr&er  aotiTe  pftrt  in  thd  tremendouB  oonfliot  She  atiU  yieiaa 
Ihe  %fat;  bnt,  raoat  defOoorabk  of  aH,  the  heroic  Colonel  EUet,  to  whoea 
paitrtodam  and  flauna  the  nat&m  owes  a  debt  of  gratitude  which  can  nerw- 
be  t^fsid^  rtTUok  by  a  btillat  in  tite  kaee,  ibil  npen  the  deek,  having  received 
a  iroimd  from  wtiioh  he  never  reeovaved* 

The  patriot  Monaich  waa  now  aeen  reahing  headlong  at  the  BeMif- 
gu*d,  ta  ftvenge  Ae  death  of  the  Qneen.  The  Beaar«gard  opened  a  vigor- 
ona  fii«  tipen  her  approaehing  liaa^Iant.  The  DAonaroh^  aoornfollj,  deigned 
no  neplj,  bnt  pfauiged  on  like  a  loeomotive  facmg  a  hailstorm,  and  fori* 
onaly  atrildng  tiie  Beaturegard,  dadied  in  her  bows.  The  flood  of  tiM 
Mississippi  rushed  in,  and  the  wounded  rebel  settled  rapidly  down,  and 
anddenly  disappeared,  ingnlfed  in  the  deep,  dark  waters. 

In  the  mean  time  ibe  gnnboat  fleet  was  not  idle.  The  thunder  of  ita 
guns  waa  incessantly  reverberating  over  the  waves,  and  not  aa  opportunity 
waa  lost  to  throw  their  heanriest  metal,  as  rapidly  as  possible,  upon  the 
rebel  fleet.  6faarpdx)et8ra  were  alao  placed  in  every  available  position  to 
pick  off  the  gunners  at  their  posts,  and  to  strike  ev^  head  or  hand  which 
jbr  one  moment  was  visible.  One  of  the  patriot  gunboats,  tiie  Bentosi, 
gefttjng  a  very  ftdr  <JianGe,  threw  a  fifi^-ponnd  shot,  from  a  rifled  Parrott, 
At  the  Lovell.  The  ponderous  missile  stoick  the  rebel  aft,  just  above  the 
water-line,  tearfa^  open  a  large  hole,  and  can^g  an  explodon  of  the  boiler. 
The  water,  ruriiing  in  Bke  a  torrent,  in  l&s  than  four  minutes  sunk  the 
boot  in  aeventy  feet  of  water.  The  steamer,  settling  down  into  these 
depths,  passed  entiiriy  out  of  sight,  and  the  rapid  currwt  flowed  uik)1> 
Btructed  over  the  q>ot.  Many  of  the  oreW  were  carried  down  in  the  boat 
fBome  flfty,  wounded  and  scalded,  plunged  into  tlie  stream,  and,  while 
straggling  in  tiie  water,  a  few  of  them  wex^  rescued  by  boats  sent  instantly 
from  tiie  patriot  flodlla  for  their  relief  The  evrent  was  so  rapid  that 
most  of  these  unhappy  men  were  swept  into  a  watery  grave.  For  a  few 
moments  Ihe  fdry  of  the  battle  ait  that  fspoi  wad  f(»gotten,  tho  attention 
of  all  being  tareated  by  liie  frfty  staruggling  men  wiio  covered  the  siMrfs^oe 
of  the  riv«r.  Friend  and  fbe  generously  contendod  with  each  other  in  their 
oftbrte  to  resctte  the  snflsrer^  Elsewhere,  how^i^,  the  battJo  raged  as 
mercilessly  as  before^ 

It  was,  aa  we  have  mentioned,  a  beautiM  June  morning.    The  river 
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WM  smooib  and  glassy  as  a  Binior.  Tbare  vaa  not  a  bfeatli  of  air  to 
sweep  away  the  smoke  whioh  now,  in  a  dense  snlphnroni  eani^y,  hung  over 
the  areba.  The  levSe  of  Memphis  was  blaok  with  the  crowd  of  htunan 
beings  gasing  npon  tiiis  sublime  spectacle.  In  Tsin  they  endeav<»ed  to 
pierce  the  gloom,  where  the  flash  of  gnns  and  the  thnnder  of  their  explo' 
sions  alone  annonnced  the  terrible  strife  whieh  was  raging.  From  tha 
oommaieement  of  the  battle  tiie  rebel  gunboats  hlid  been  slowly  falling 
back,  crowded  closely  by  die  XJnioD  fleet  There  renained  to  them  only 
the  Jeff.  Thompson,  the  Bragg,  the  Sumter,  and  the  Yan  Dom.  The 
storm  of  shot  and  shell  from  the  patriot  fleet  fell  so  destructiyeLy  upon  the 
rebels  that  they  could  endure  it  no  longer,  and,  turning  on  their  heels,  they 
Bought  safety  in  flight.  The  Thompson  ran  ashore,  and  the  officers  and. 
crew,  leaping  over  her  bows,  escaped  into  the  woods.  The  crew  had  haxdly 
escaped  when  a  shell  was  thrown  on  board,  which,  exploding,  set  the  ship 
in  flames.  There  was  no  escape  for  the  wounded.  Ko  one  was  lefl;  to 
describe  their  agonies  as  they  writhed  beneath  the  touch  of  the  consuming 
flre.  At  l^igth  a  spark  reached  the  magazine,  and,  with  a  fearfld  explo* 
sion,  the  ship  was  blown  into  fragments.  The  Bragg,  crippled,  and  hopdess 
of  escape,  vigorously  pursued,  also  ran  ashore,  half  a  mile  bdbw.  «The 
crew  escaped  in  the  woods.  The  yessel  was  left  in  the  hands  of  tbeyictors. 
The  same  doom  awaited  the  Sumter,  The  Yan  Dom,  of  all  the  rebel  fleet, 
was  the  only  one  to  escape.  Being  a  very  swift  boat,  she  paddled  down 
the  swift  current  of  the  stream  so  rapidly,  that  our  festest  runners  could  not 
eatch  her,  and  the  pursuit  was  soon  relinquished. 

The  triumph  of  the  Union  fleet  was  entire.  The  exultation  of  the 
Union  men  on  the  lev^  at  Memphis,  in  yiew  of  this  glorious  yictory,  could 
only  be  measured  by  the  dismay  which  pierced  the  hearts  of  the  secession- 
ists. The  National  fleet  now  came  to  anchcn*  before  the  city,  and  sent  in  a 
demand  for  its  surr^ider.  Memphis  had  no  means  of  d^ence  whatever, 
and  it  was  immediately  occupied  by  the  Union  troops.  The  engagement 
had  lasted  but  little  over  an  hour.  Strange  to  say,  the  only  casualties,  of 
any  importance,  which  had  occurred  to  the  National  fleet,  were  the  injury 
received  by  the  Queen  of  the  "West  and  the  wound  of  Colonel  Ellet  The 
wound  was  so  slight  that  it  did  not  prevent  him  from  continuing,  at  the 
time,  his  duties.  It  subsequen^y,  however,  proved  more  serious  than  was 
at  first  imagined.  In  less  than  three  weeks^  on  the  2l6t  of  June,  he  died 
at  Cairo.  It  is  a  singular  fact  that  the  only  person  on  the  National  side 
killed  in  this  terrible  action  was  the  one  whose  ingenuity  in  contrivance 
and  bravery  in  action  had  so  eminently  contributed  to  the  triumph  of  the 
Union  arms.  The  loss  on  the  side  of  the  rebels  could  never  be  ascertained 
It  must,  however,  have  been  severe.  About  one  himdred  prisoners  were 
taken. 

Immediately  upon  the  surrender  of  the  city.  Colonel  Ellet  sent  four 
men  ashore,  who  raised  the  Umted  States  flag  over  the  post-office.  There 
was  one  rebel  Ung  left  floating  in  the  city,  which  could  not  be  drawn  down, 
as  Hie  ropes  had  been  cut.  A  crowd  of  rebels  gathered  around  it,  and.with 
such  show  of  mob  violence  protected  it,  that  two  companies  of  soldiers  had 
to  be  landed  to  disperse  the  crowd,  before  the  pole  could  be  cut  down.    In 
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the  mean  tinie  the  Bingnlar  qpeotade  wae  presented  of  two  hostfle  flags  float- 
ing side  by  side.  Colonel  G.  N.  Fitdi  was  appointed  provost-marshal  of 
the  subjugated  city.  With  great  good  sense,  the  Mayor  of  Memphis  co- 
operated with  Colonel  Fitch  in  the  maintenance  of  peace  and  order.  Thna 
Memphis  passed,  from  the  hands  of  fonl  rebellion,  back  again  under  the 
protection  of  the  Katimial  Gk>yemmait.  Memphis  is  the  most  populous 
and  important  dty  between  St  Louis  and  New  Orleans.  Its  population,  in 
1860,  was  twenty-two  thousand  six  hundsed  and  twenty-fiva  It  now 
became  one  of  the  most  important  National  ports  upon  the  Mississippi 
Rirer. 
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firRnroTH  or  YiOKSBUBe.— Yabiotts  PUlNS  .  1.  Thi  Oaval.  %,  Lakb  Pboyidbigb.  S.  Uwa 
Lakb.  4  Thb  Yazoo. — ^Thb  March  thbouoh  thb  Morass. — RuKviira  the  BATTERna— 
Lahdivg  at  BRUiNSBURa.— Thb  Maroh.— Suoobssioh  or  Battles  and  yioroRiBB.~yicKB- 

BUBO  IHYBSTRD. 

Thb  fall  of  MraiphiB  inspired  the  National  Government  with  new  zeal 
to  open  onr  great  National  highway^  the  MisBiasippi  River,  from  Cairo  to 
the  Onlf.  The  insolence  of  a  few  thousand  rebels,  residing  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river,  in  endeavoring  to  wrest  from  the  nation  that  most  majestic 
stream  upon  whose  tributaries  hundreds  of  millions  are  to  find  their  homes, 
is  unparalleled  in  the  records  of  man's  audacity.  A  few  months  after  the 
National  flag  was  again  floating  over  Memphis,  an  expedition  was  sent 
down  the  river  to  Vicksburg.  It  coilsisted  of  fifteen  thousand  men,  who 
were  conveyed  in  one  hundred  transports,  accompanied  by  several  gun- 
boats.    The  expedition  reached  Yicksburg  the  last  of  September. 

This  dty  was  situated  on  a  high  bluff,  about  four  hundred  miles  abovd 
New  Orleans.  Here  the  rebels,  who  had  escaped  from  Corinth,  again  r^- 
dezvoused.  Upon  these  frowning  cliffl  they  reared  their  boasted  Gibraltar. 
Forts  and  batteries,  with  connecting  curtains,  and  armed  with  the  heaviest 
(finance,  and  garrisoned  by  thirty  thousand  rebel  troops,  crowned  the 
bluff  for  miles.  General  Sherman,  under  rather  unfavorable  circum- 
stances,  had  made  an  attack  upon  Yicksburg  by  endeavoring  to  storm 
Chickasaw  Bluflb.  In  this  heroic  attempt  he  had  been  bloodily  repulsed. 
It  hence  became  evident  that  the  defensive  works  on  the  north  of  Vicks- 
burg were  so  strong  that  they  could  not  be  carried  by  assault. 

General  Grant,  who  was  intrusted  with  the  command  of  this  expedition, 
descending  the  river  from  Cairo  with  his  transports,  was  north  of  the  city, 
just  beyond  the  reach  of  its  guns.  How  could  those  massive  batteries  be 
passed }  In  front  of  Yicksburg  the  river  makes  a  great  bend  in  the  shape 
of  a  horse-shoe,  the  city  on  the  eastern  shore  at  the  toe.  General  Grant's 
first  effort  was  to  cut  a  canal  across  the  isthmus,  from  the  river  above  to  the 
river  below  the  city,  so  that  the  boats,  with  the  army,  could  pass  out  of 
reach  of  the  rebel  shot. 

Twelve  hundred  negroes  worked,  with  a  will,  upon  this  ditch  for  weeks. 
But  then  came  floods  of  rain,  and  the  swollen  torrent  of  the  river  broke  in, 
before  the  works  were  completed,  and  the  enterprise  proved  an  utter  faflurei 
Another  attempt  was  then  made. 
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Seventy  miles  above  VicWbiirg,  on  file  ^vrestem  shore  of  the  river,  and 
but  five  miles  from  its  banks,  there  was  a  vast  sheet  of  water  called  lake 
Providence.  This  sheet,  hy  a  series  of  streams,  lakes,  and  bayous,  spi^sad 
out  timmgh  labyrinthine  ftitricacies  of  encnmbering  stmnps,  snags,  and 
lallen  trees,  c^ned  a  possible  passage  to  Bed  Biver,  and  throng  that  to 
tiie  Mississippi  again,  one  hnndred  and  fifty  miles  below  Yicksbnrg. 

A  canal  was  cat  Itom  the  river  into  the  lake.  One  steamer  and  a  few 
barges  entered  for  their  rcmiantic  voyage.  Their  path  led  through  l3ie 
gloomy  forest  of  bonndless  swamp,  by  the  Bayon  Tensas,  and  the  Bayou 
Baxter,  and  the  Onachita,  and  we  Imow  not  what  series  of  nameless  lakes  and 
runs,  into  the  Bed  Biver.  For  weeks  the  blows  of  the  pioneer's  axe  and 
^e  puff  of  the  steam  dredge  echoed  through  those  solitudes,  which  even 
the  Indian's  canoe  had  perfiaps  never  penetrated.  Still  the'heroic  little 
fleet  crept  slowly  along,  till  at  last  a  drought  came,  and  the  shallow  lagunes 
allowed  no  farther  progress.    And  lids  enterprise  was  also  abandoned. 

Another  eftyrt  was  then  made.  One  hundred  and  fifty  miles  north  of 
Yicksburg,  as  the  bird  flies,  and  nearly  opposite  the  town  of  Helena,  theiie 
is,  on  the  eastern  shore  Of  the  river,  what  is  known  as  Moon  Lake.  It  is 
but  a  few  hundred  yards  east  of  the  river.  Prom  the  southern  extremity 
of  the  lake,  Yazoo  Pass  leads  into  Gold  Biver,  and  this  into  the  Talla- 
faatchie,  and  this  into  the  Tazoo,  which  enters  the  Mississipjri  at  Yicksburg, 
and  whose  mouth  was  strongly  guarded  by  rebijl  batteries. 

It  was  thought  possible  that,  by  cutting  a  canal  into  Moon  Lake,  a  way 
m^ht  be  forced  for  the  transports  through  those  dogged  and  winding 
streams,  into  the  Yazoo  above  the  rebel  intrenchments,  so  as  to  strike 
Yicksburg  in  the  rear.  The  boats  entered  the  lake,  and  conunenced  their 
descent  throi^  these  savi^e  wilds.  It  was  an  enterprise  to  task  to  the 
titxnost  human  si^acity,  skill,  and  endurance.  The  tortuous  channel,  the 
huge  branches  of  the  cypress  and  i^camor^  trees,  upturned  by  tornadoes, 
and  the  stumps,  snags,  and  decay  of  the  eternal  forest,  which  obstructed 
Ikm  path,  t<^ether  with  the  swift  current  of  the  swollen  Mississippi, 
rushing  through  the  bayous — all  combined  to  render  the  navigation  sucfai 
as  might  appall  the  boldest  adventurers. 

The  steamers  drift^ed  upon  the  current,  using  the  paddle-wheels  mainly 
to  retard  their  speed.  They  often  came  to  a  dead  stop,  so  that  their 
average  prepress  was  not  more  than  a  mile  in  three  and  a  half  hours, 
Suceessftilly  the  expedition  surmounted  all  obstacles  until  it  entered  the 
Yazoo.  Here  the  rebels  had  reared  forts,  and  interposed  obstructions 
which  could  not  be  passed.    Thus  this  effort  failed. 

Still  another  plan  was  attempted.  Our  gunboats  held  the  mouth  of 
,ihe  Yazoo,  for  about  seven  miles  from  its  entrance  into  the  Mississippi. 
They  then  came  to  bluflEs,  frowning  with  rebel  batteries.  Just  before 
reaching  the  blufls,  Steele'^  Bayou  opens  into  the  stream.  Following  this^ 
in  a  circuit  north  and  east,  you  reach  Black  Bayou,  through  which  yon 
enter  BolMng  Pwt  and  fikurilower  Bivers.  'thus,  by  a  circuit  of  some 
hundred  miles,  you  enter  the  Yazoo  again,  some  forty  or  fifty  miles  up 
the  river,  just  below  Yazoo  City. 

l^urough  this  tcnrtuous  ^hahnd  General  Grant  triedto  force  his  way. 
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Commodore  Porter  led  the  goaboat  fleet.  General  Sherman  oommanded 
the  infantry.  Their  path  was  to  be  cut  through  an  impenetrable  forest^ 
growing  ranklj  from  an  ahnoet  bonndleeg  morafli.  The  rebda  swarmed 
like  hornets.  Their  sharpahooterg  infested  eyejy  possible  lurldng-plaoe* 
The  J  felled  trees  before  and  behind  the  expeditioni.  and  piled  up  eveiy 
possible  obstruction.  At  length  the  danger  of  being  entrapped  in  the  in*- 
tricacies  of  the  forest  became  so  great,  that  this  enterprise  was  also  aban- 
doned as  a  failure. 

General  Grant  had  not  placed  much  reliance  upim  any  of  these  experi- 
ments. They  occupied  the  army  and  interested  the  country,  and  gave  a 
chance  of  success,  until  the  sjuing  floods  should  so  abate  that  he  could 
execute  his  main  design.  That  hour  at  length  arrived*  The  evaporation 
and  drainage  of  the  swamp  had  rendered  the  morass  passable  on  the 
western  shore  of  the  MississippL  Seoretly  General  Grant  c<mBtructed 
seventy  miles  of  corduroy  road,  and  ms;rched  his  anny  trough  the  con^ 
cealing  forest,  £ram  Milliken's  Bend  abov^  to  a  point  twenty  miles  below 
Vicksburg. 

The  ni^t  of  the  16th  of  April  ca^e,  dark  as  Egypt  The  gunboats 
made  a  midnight  assault  upon  the  batteries.  In  the  nndst  of  the  tumult 
three  transports,  with  their  exposed  sides  protected  by  cott<HX'-begs  uid 
bundles  of  hay,  with  steam  at  high  pressure,  attempted  to  run  the  gaunt* 
let  of  the  batteries;  Two  succeeded.  One  was  destroyed.  But  the  crew 
escaped  to  the  western  ^ore,  and  were  saved.  Five  days  after,  six  more 
transports,  laden  with  provisions,  attempted  the  perilous  race.  All  sue- 
ceed^  but  one. 

The  army  which  had  marched  through  the  swan^  had  now  five  trans- 
ports with  which  to  cross  the  river.  Several  iron-clad  gunboats  had  also 
joined  them,  imder  the  protection  of  whose  guns  it  was  hoped  that  the 
troops  could  effect  a  landing  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  stream*  AAer 
some  pretty  hard  fighting,  the  patriot  army  was  landed  at  Bruinsburg, 
from  whenxie  they  marched  to  Fort  Gibson,  driving  the  foe,  wherever  tibey 
appeared,  helter-skelter  be£6re  them. 

Soon  after  General  Grant  had  taken  Fort  GibsoUi  he  reoeiyed  a  lett^ 
fron^  General  Banks,  in  Ij'ew  Orleans,  stating  that  he  was  about  to  eomr 
mence  operations  for  the  reduction  of  Fort  Hudson,  which  was  about  three 
hundred  miles  fiurther  down  the  river.  Should  he  suoceed  in  this  attempt^ 
he  would  then  join  General  Grant  with  twelve  thousand  men.  General 
Grant,  however,  decided  that  it  would  not  be  safe  for  him  to  wait  for 
these  recnforcements.  The  chances  of  success  he  thought  to  be  better  ip 
moving  directly  forward,  even  with  the  small  force  he  then  had  at  his  com- 
mand.   The  result  was,  that  Yicksbmg  fell  before  Fort  Hudson  was  takeo^ 

The  rebel  army  was  now  divided.  General  Bowen  had  recreated  acrofls 
the  Big  Black  Eiver  towards  Vicksburg,  where  General  Femberton  was 
intrenched  with  a  numerous  anny.  The  rebels  hoped  that,  by  the  union 
of  these  their  two  armies,  G^eral  Grant's  progress  mighty  for  a  season  at 
least,  be  arrested. 

^^  As  any  further  advance  of  the  enemy  against  Yicksbmg,"  said  ibo 
^  Jackson  Appeal,"  ^^  will  be  contestedby  greatly  increased  favces^  an4  ^^^ 
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bj  all  the  artifioul  defeneeB  that  aa.^ 
enoe  oau  add  to  a  naturally  strong 
position,  a  del^  of  acdTe  hottilitiea 
tntut  «qBae,  that  wiU  enable  oar  gaor 
erala  to  make  soeh  further  atrange- 
ments  as  may  be  required.*' 

The  rebels,  who  coonted  on  a  deby 
of  hoetilitiee,  did  not  know  General 
Grant.  Babaequent  erents  enli^t- 
ened  them.  The  rebel  pha  was  tiUa: 
"While  Femberton  and  Bowen  were 
to  bdd  Qeaeral  Grant  in  check  at 
the  Big  Bfauk  River,  General  Joe .. 
Johnston  waa  to  gather  another  army 
at  Jaokami,  the  cf^utal  of  the  State 
of  Hifluisipia.  This  oi^,  utnated  at 
the  junction  of  two  important  rail- 
roads, was  a  d^pot  of  rebel  aapjdiea, 
and  was  oonsidered  by  them  a  post 
of  great  importance.  The  Goremor 
had  iflsoed  a  proclamation  calling 
upon  all  the  citizens  of  the  State  to 
rally  tor  its  deftatoe.  With  theae 
troope,  and  oAers  famished  by  the 
Confederacy,  Johnston  expected  to 
raise  an  army  to  attack  General 
Grant  in  the  rear,  while  he  was  con- 
fronted by  the  armies  of  Fanbertm 
and  BowBo. 

-  The  i4anwaeexoellent;  but  Gene- 
ral Grant  spoiled  its  exeoHti<Hi.  Mak- 
ing some  feigned  movements,  to  induoe 
the  belief  that  ha  intended  to  foroe 
the  passage  of  the  limt,  he  suddenly 
put  his  whde  army  in  rapid  motion 
along  the  Boathem  Imnks  of  the  stream, 
towards  the  east.  At  the  same  time 
he  abandoned  hia  comraanioatione 
with  Grand  Golf,  boldly  depending 
upon  forage  and  each  stores  as  he 
ooald  take  with  him.  To  the  General- 
in-Chief  he  forwarded  the  following 
diqmtch: — 

"  I  shall  oonunanieate  with  Grand 
Oolf  no  more,  exoept  it  becomea  ne- 
cessary to  send  a  train  with  a  heavy 
escort  Yon  may  not  bear  firom  me 
again  fiv  several  daya." 
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in  iMi  sdrwce  Geaenl  HdRienon'a  Oorps  took  the  right,  movb^ 
dkectlj  oil  Jtakaoa  "bj  tbs  va;  of  Ksymond.  Qenerals  Shermaa  and 
UcClemand  narched  in  a  more  aordieriy  direction,  keeping  ctoee  to  the 
Big  Blaak  Itirer,  and  threatening  Uie  raifatntd  between  Jat^sou  and  Ticks- 
Itnrf.  ^he  ferriea  acrosB  the  hrer  were  cleeelj  goarded,  so  as  to  deceive 
4te  enemy  as  to  General  Grant's  real  intentions.  AH  these  corps  were 
Tithin  BnpportiBg  distanoe  of  each  other.  It  was  General  Grant's  parpoee 
to  seize  O^aekson,  destroy  the  sappUes  accnmnlated  tfiere,  capture  of  scatter 
Ae  army  which  Joa  Johnston  woa  collecting,  and  ^en,  turning  suddenly 
4roDnd,  to  niEreli  directly  upon  ^cbstnifg.  He  would  thus  meet  tlu 
divided  Armies  of  the  rebels  and  whip  them  In  detail  The  plan  was  as 
'gravely  and  Bacoessfblly  execntad  is  it  was  skilMly  farmed. 

On  tbe  13th  of  Hay,  General  Lt^an's  Division  of  Gen^^  McPhereoA's 
Coi^,  occnpying  the  advance,  catne  np  with  two' brigades  of  the  enemy, 
Ihree  miles  m  front  of  the  town  of  Raymond.  Tbey  were  strbi^ly  post^ 
ffi  a  piece  of  timber,  fitnu  which  ibsy  were  driven  after  some  bard  fitting: 
^ning  back  a  little,  they  rallied  at  Fainden^  Creek.  The  banks  of  this 
^tre^m  w«re  steep,-  containing  then  but  little  water;  in  fW>nt  there  was  an 
9pen  field  Croartring  in  tJiis  creek — a  natural  rifle-pit — the  rebeb  com- 
j^letely  swept  the  field  before  them  witb  their  fire.  A  cbai^  was  ordered: 
after  a  brief  but  terrible  stmg^a,  the  rebels  were  driven  pell-mell  fitini 
Iheir  dttch,  and  Were  once  more  on  the  retreat.  In  this  engagement  the 
iJnion  loss  was  sixty-nine  killed,  three  hnndred  and  forty-one  wonnded, 
tittd  thirt/-two  missiug.  The  rebels  had  apparently  no  time  to  report 
their  loss. 

In  Kaymond,  copies  of  the-  Jabkson  newspapers  of  the  previous  day 
*ere  foond,  in  wliidi  the  patriots  read  wfth  amusement  the  somdwhrt 
Borprising  intelligence,  that  the  "Yankees  had 'been  utteriy  n>nted  at 
Grand  Gu^  and  Port  Gibson,  «nd  were  on  the  rapid  retreat  to  seek  the 
i>roteetioH  of  their  gunboats." 

Presaing  vigeroaalj  forward  the  next  day,  General  MePherson  entered 
Clinton,  where  he  cftptnred  some  important  dispatdies.  That  night,  mi 
^11  the  neii  daV  nntil  noon,  the  nun  tUd  in  torrents.  Kotwithstanding  the 
^ads  were  new  in  an  almost  impaesahle  conditjon,  the  onward  mart^  w» 
^ontinoed'  The  troops,  encouraged  l^  victories,  pushed  throngh  the  mud 
<tnd  the  rain  nnoomplainingly.  Meanwhile,  the  corps  of  Gener^  Sherman 
ind  McClemand  changed  t^eir  line  of  march  in  an  easterly  direction,  bo 
lis  to  he  within  supporting  distance  of  General  McPheraon. 

Abrmt.  noon  of  die-l^tb  this  latler  general  came  npon  the  rebeb,  drawu 
:  twp  and  a  half  mllefl'  out  from  Jackaon.  TitfJ 
npon  thb  crest  of  a  hUl  over  which  the  road 
lis  hill  there  was  an  open  plain,  which  the  rebel 
s  short  sntillery  duel  and  some  indecisive  BM^ 
ordei'ed  a  change.  The  patriots  advanced  acron 
idtf  with  slow  and  ffleaanred  step,  as  if  <*  dresfr 
iy  was  dischai^et)  ifit<>  their  ranks,'  «reatflig  gf^^ 
I  was  returned ;  not -until  the  Uilion  troops  wefS 
rebels  was  a  mosket  dischsoged ;  thtil  thd  wbc^ 


Ifaie  iumdUneoiiBly  Ibshed  wMi  ire.    ^tiih  ixed  \mf€me^  and  »  c^Mr 
Whidi  made  tbti  wdkiti  riii^,  the  pttisrioto  ftpnang  npOtt  their  foea 

The  TeBifitftnee  waa  but  foi*  a  moment.  Broken  hy  tibie  impeimosity  of 
the  charge,  the  rebcd&  fled  te  titter  eonftMiOfi ;  a  battefy*  of  dr  pieces  idtL 
teto  ttie  hands  of  the  rkfkM:  That  night  JackMH  wae  eee^ed  hj  the 
Union  forces.  The  ofSce  of  a  bitter  eeeetBlea  journal,  in  antfeipation  of 
file  reenK,  liad  been  moved  to  Brandon.  General  Orani  gave  no  tifme  for 
rest,  either  to  his  own  army  or  that  et  the  ibe.  Not  sleeping  npon  his 
lanrela,  he  added  victory  to  victorjr,  and^  by  the  celerity  of  hie  movemente, 
prevented  armies  from  eombining^  -wMch,  in  liie  aggregate,  ontnnmbered 
his  own.  Thef  evening  of  hid  captare  of  Jadbon,  Gk^neral  Or^at  learned 
that  Pemberton  had  been  ordered  to  adranee  fro«n  T^ksbni^  and  attadt 
him  in  the  rear.  He  immecKately  ordered  his  aatny  to  fiioe  abont,  and 
leaving  General  Sherman  to  destroy  tho  raiboads,  bHdges,  faekM-ies,  and 
i^orkahc^  tn  Jaekson,  nearly  hfo  enthfe  umy  was  mar^^,  on  the  fbllow- 
vftg  day,  in  eonveiging  linea  towards  Edwards^s  D^t^  two  miles  east  of  tit4 
]B%  Black  Biver. 

At  thia  point  the  rebels  were  said  to  be  strongly  f(»tilled.  It  was  also 
reported  that  J*oe  Jidmston^  wHh  ten  batteries  of  artillery  and  twenty-five 
thousand  men,  was  nearly  i^ady  to  advanoe  ft*om  the  noith.  Omeral 
€h^nt  wonld  thus  be  placed  between  two  fires.  With  charaoteristio 
promptness,  he  decided  immediately  to  attach  General  Pembertcm,  and 
drive  liim  back  to  his  fortifications  before  General  JohnBt<Mi  eonld  oeme  to 
his  reli^  In  aH  these  operations  Gcmerat  Grant  established  his  head- 
barters  with  his  army  in  tfie  field,  moving  always  with  his  troops. 

Three  roads  lead  fi?om  Raymond  to  Edwards^s  Station.  General  McCler- 
Hand,  at  the  former  place,  advanced  his  eorp^  by  each  of  these  roads. 
Generals  Smi&  and  Blair,  takhig  the  sonthem  road,  formed  the  extreme 
left.  Generals  OsteriiattS  and  Carr  marched  by  the  centre  road.  General 
Hovey  took  the  one  most  northerly.  While  the  army  was  thns  moving, 
G^eral  McPbeinEKm  also  mi^hed  directly  from  Bolton  to  Edwards's  Station, 
00  as  to  cooperate  with  General  Hovey;  Genera!  Pemberton  had,  with? 
much  military  sagacity,  selected  his  field  of  battle.  There  was  a  poin* 
^ere  this  road  passed  over  a  widte  open  plain,  and  th^i,  turning  suddenly 
to  the  south,  ascended  diagonally  a  long,  steep  UH.  The  top  of  the  hill  and 
the  side  above  the  road  were  covered  with  a  dense  growth  of  timbw.  Below 
these  were  open  cultivated  fields  extending  for  a  considerable  distance. 

Under  the  cover  of  these  wdods  tiie  rebels  had  taken  their  position^ 
their  fire  commanded  the  road  and  swept  the  open  field  across  whi<A  the 
patiriots  were  compelled  to  advance.  While  other  portions  of  the  Uniom 
troops  were^  advancing  by  roads  ftaiiher  south,  the  main  battie  was  to  be 
fought  here  ^  flie  brunt  of  the  confiiot  was  to  fell  on  General  Hovey's 
Wviriott  of  McOlemancf  8  Corps.  General  Grant  was  upon  the  field,  and 
commanded  tn  person.  The  battle  commenoed  about  nine  o'clodt  In  the 
iionring.  The  rebels,  knowing  that  the  other  divisions  of  the  Union  army 
iTBife  hurrying  forward  to  take  part  in  the  conffiet^,  decided  not  to  await  their 
turival,  btit  to  assume  the  oiRnsive  themselves.  Massing  their  troops,  they ' 
huriedthem  upon  the  centre  of  G^ieral  Hove/s  fine.    The  fire  grew  hotter 
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hi  fUB  advsnee  General  Itf  cFberdon's  Corpe  took  the  tight,  mo^^ 
directly  on  SmUooh  by  the  ^vay  of  KajmoAd.  Oenerals  Sheman  and 
HcClemand  marched  m  a  more  norfheriy  direction,  keeping  (Horn  to  the 
Big  iBlaok  Bjnrer,  and  threatening  Hie  railroad  between  Jackson  and  Yicka- 
1>urj>.  ^lie  ferriea  acroaa  the  rirelr  were  closely  guarded,  bo  as  to  deceive 
l^e  enemy  ad  to  General  Qranfa  real  intentions.  AH  these  corps  were 
IFithin  supporting  distanoe  of  each  other.  It  was  General  Grant's  purpose 
to  seize  Jackson,  destroy  the  stipplles  accnmnlated  there,  capture  ot  scatter 
^e  army  whieh  Joe  Johnston  was  collecting,  and  then,  turning  suddenly 
around,  to  march  directly  upon  Vicksbufg.  He  would  thus  meet  the 
divided  Armies  of  the  rebeb  and  whip  them  In  detail.  The  plan  was  lis 
'gravely  and  sucoessfully  executed  as  it  was  skflftilly  formed. 

On  'the  12di  of  May,. General  Logan's  Division  of  General  MfcPiersoii's 
Coitus,  occupying  the  advance,  came  up  with  two  brigades  of  the  enemy, 
fliree  miles  in  front  of  th#  town  of  Raymond.    They  were  strbngly  posted 

a  piece  of  timber,  from  which  Uiey  were  drrven  sfter  some  hard  fighting: 
back  a  little,  they  rallied  aft  Fainden^j  (5reek.  The  banks  of  this 
ir^am  wei^  steep,  containing  then  but  little  water  j  in  front  there  was  an 
^pen  field  OroTt^ng  in  tiris  creek— a  natural  rifle-pit — ^the  rebels  com- 
]j>letely  swept  the  field  before  them  wifli  their  fire.  A  charge  was  ordered  t 
ifter  a  brief  but  terrible  strugg^  the  rebels  were  driven  pell-mell  from 
Iheir  ditch,  and  Were  once  more  on  the  retreat.  Ih  this  engagement  the 
p'nion  loss  "was  sixty-nine  killed,  three  hundred  and  forty-one  wounded, 
fnd  thirty-twa  misdng.  The  rebels  had  apparently  no  time  to  report 
^eir  loss. 

In  Haymond,  copies  of  the  Jabkson  newspapers  of  the  previous  day 
irere  found,  in  wliich  the  patriots  read  wfth  amusement  the  somdtehat 
surprising  intelligence,  that' the  '*  Yankees  had 'been  utterly  routed  at 
Grand:  Gulf  and  Port  Gibson,  and  were  on  the  rapid  retreat  to  seek  the 
proteitioH  oftheir  gunboats." 

Pressing  vigerously  forward  the  next  day.  General  McPherson  entered 
Ciliqton,  where  ihe  captured  some  important  dkpatches.  That  night,  and 
^11  th»  next  dai/ until  noon,  the  rain  Mi  in  torrents.  Notwithstanding  the 
toads  were  now  in  an  almost  impassable  condition,  the  onward  march  was 
^caitinue<f.'  ^The  troops,  encouraged  by  victbries,  pushed  through  the  mud 
and  ihe  rain  uncomplainingly.  Meanwhile,  the  corps  of  Generals  Sherman 
ind  McCIeroand  changed  their  line  of  march  in  an  easterly  direction,  so 
^  to  be  within  supporting  distance  of  General  McPherson. 

About  noon  of  the-l^tfi  t}4s  latter  general  came  upon  the  rebds,  drawn 
Up  in  Hue  of  battle,  about  twp  and  a  half  miles  out  fr6m  Jackson.  They 
Wens  strongly  intrenehed  upon  thfe  crest  of  a  hitt  over  which  the  tofti? 
|)d$sed.  At  the  foot  of  this  IsSl  there  wae  an  opeh  ^lain,  which  the  rebel 
guns  commanded.  After  a  khoit  artillery  duel  and  some  indecisive  $kil^ 
mishing,  Gemeral  Crocker  ordei'ed  a  charge.  The  patriots  advanced  acroes 
the  pk^  and  up  the  hill-sider  vnth  slow  and  measured  step,  as  if  cte  dreflS' 
J)arade.  Volley  after  volley  was  discharged  iflt<^  their  Tanks,'  K^reatfhg  great 
^nts.  No  answering  fire  was  returned ;  not  until  the  Union  troops  wert 
i^ithin  thirty  ynda  of  the  rebels  was  a  musket  discharged ;  fhen  th^  whote 
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line  riimiJtMeoiiBly  Ibshed  wMi  ire.  "Willi  ixed  bciyofiielft,  and  n  c^mt 
Whi(^  made  the  w^id  rihg,  tite  pftisrioto  ftpirang  npw  thdi*  foea 

The  TeBiftftnee  waa  but  tor  $k  moment.  Broken  hy  ike  impeliioBity  of 
fhe  charge,  l3ie  i*ebcd&  fled  M  titter  ouuftoiew ;  i^  batle^  of  air  pieces  ^ 
Into  flie  hmtidB  of  the  i4otof«.  That  night  Jackaon  waa  eeevpied  by  the 
Union  forces.  The  ofSce  of  a  bitter  aeeeaaiea  journal,  in  anticipation  of 
Ibe  resnlt,  had  been  moved  to  Birandon.  General  GnaA  gave  notifme  for 
rest,  either  to  hn  ovm  army  or  that  et  the  ibe.  Not  sleeping  vpon  his 
laurels,  he  added  victory  to  victorjr,  and^  by  the  celerity  of  his  movements, 
prevented  armies  from  eombiniiig,  ^wMch,  in  ike  aggtegate,  ontnmnbered 
his  own.  The  evening  of  his  captare  of  Jaekson,  G>en€ral  Orant  learned 
that  Pemberton  had  been  ordered  to  adranee  ttcM  Yieksbniig  and  attadt 
him  in  the  rear.  He  immecKately  ordered  his  aamy  to  fiioe  abont,  and 
leaving  General  Shaman  to  destroy  the  railroads,  bridges,  faetories,  ^xiA 
workshops  in  Jackson,  nearly  his  entire  «*my  was  mar^^,  on  the  follow- 
ing day,  in  eonveigmg  lines  towards  Edwards's  D^t,  two  miles  east  et  tit4 
)S%  Black  Biver. 

At  this  point  the  rebels  were  said  to  be  strongly  i^MTtiHed.  It  was  also 
reported  that  Joe  Johnston^  with  ten  batteries  of  Artillery  and  twenty-five 
i^ioiisand  men,  was  nearly  teady  to  advanoe  6*om  ti^  north.  Gmeral 
Grant  wonld  thus  be  placed  between  two  fires.  With  characteristic 
pt-omptness,  he  decided  immediately  to  atta<^  General  Pembertcm,  and 
drive  him  back  to  his  fortifications  before  General  Johnston  conM  come  to 
Ma  relief.  In  aH  these  operations  General  Grant  established  his  head- 
qnarters  with  his  army  in  the  field,  moving  always  with  his  troops. 

Three  roads  lead  fi^m  Baymond  to  Edwards^s  Station.  General  Mcder^ 
Band,  at  the  former  place,  advanced  his  eorpp  by  each  of  these  roads« 
Generals  Smi&  and  Blair,  takhig  the  sonthei^i  road,  formed  the  extreme 
kfft.  Generals  Osteriwrns  and  Carr  marched  by  the  centre  road.  General 
Hovey  took  the  one  most  northerly.  While  the  army  was  thns  moving. 
General  MePherson  also  marched  directly  from  Bolton  to  Edwards's  Station, 
ao  as  to  cooperate  with  General  Hovey;  General  Pemberton  had,  with 
much  military  sagacity,  selected  his  field  of  battle.  There  was  a  poin* 
where  the  road  passed  over  a  wide  open  plain,  and  then,  tnming  suddenly 
to  the  sonth,  ascended  diagonally  a  long,  steep  hill.  The  top  of  the  hill  and 
the  side  above  the  road  were  covered  with  a  dense  growth  of  timbw.  Below 
these  were  open  cultivated  fields  extending  for  a  eomiiderable  distance. 

Under  the  cov^  of  these  wdods  ^e  rebels  had  taken  their  position* 
Their  fire  commanded  the  road  and  swept  the  open  field  across  whick  the 
patriots  were  compelled  to  advance.  While  oth«p  portions  of  the  Uniom 
troops  Were  advancing  by  roads  fitti:her  sonth,  the  main  battie  was  to  be 
fought  here ;  the  brunt  of  the  conftiot  was  to  feU  on  General  Hovey's 
©Ivittott  of  McOlemantfiB  Corps.  General  Qtftmt  was  upon  the  field,  and 
eommanded  hi  person.  The  battle  commenoed  about  nine  o'c/k)ck  in  the 
morning.  The  rebels,  knowing  that  the  other  divisions  of  the  Union  army 
were  hurrying  forward  to  take  part  in  the  conffiet,  decided  not  to  await  their 
arrival,  but  to  assume  the  olRnsive  themselvea.  Massing  their  troops,  they 
hm^edthem  upon  the  centre  of  G^iertJ  Hove/s  Hne.    The  fire  grew  hotter 
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-^nd  hotter ;  iBoeaiant  voUeyA  itflahed  irom  the  wood%  where  the  ahnoflt 
invlBible  foe  was  protected  from  the  retom  fire  of  the  potriota.  Them 
ware  many  in  the  Union  ranks  who  might  now  be  regarded  as  yeteraas. 
They  had  been  in  the  fierce  battkB  of  Donelaon  and  Shiloh,  and  in  a  sooie 
of  othw  desperate  enooxmters ;  but  therf  testified  that  the  fiiaikde  fron 
this  hill-side  they  had  never  tfeen  surpassed. 

Though  Oenend  Hoyey  held  his  poaitioiL  with  great  firmness  for  a  time, 
he  was  at  length  compelled  to  fisdl  back.  He,  howeyer,  made  his  retrqgrads 
movement  slowly  and  in  perfect  ordor,  as  he  was  every  moment  expecting 
reenf<»x3ements.  At  length  General  Qnimby's  Division  of  MoFhen(Hi'0 
Corps  arrived.  Thus  strengthened,  General  Hovey  massed  his  artillery) 
ooncentrated  it  npcm  the  advancing  foe,  and  succeeded  in  making  a  stand* 
Then  the  suige  of  battle  turned,  and  the  rebels  began  to  retire.  General 
Hovey,  following  up  his  advaiitage,  pressed  them  closely. 

Just  at  this  moment,  word  came  that  General  Logan  had  gained  a 
positicm  on  the  rebel  left,  and  was  tfareateiiing  Am  rear.  It  was  this^ 
indeed,  which  compelled  them  to  fall  back.  The  patriots  now  diarged 
with  a  cheer;  the  rebels  were  driven  in  confhsion  into  the  woods,  and  being 
vigorously  pursued,  they  were  pressed  onward  in  full  retreat.  General 
McC^emand's  Corps  ccmtinued  the  pursuit  until  after  dark.  Edwards^ 
Station  was  soon  reached  and  occupied;  the  rebels,  in  tdieir  tumultuous 
retreat,  apj^ed  the  torch  to  five  car-loads  of  ammuPTtinm  which  they  had 
not  time  to  remove. 

Urns  ended  the  battle  of  CSiampion  Hill,  or  Edwards's  Station.  It  was 
the  most  decisive  of  General  Grant's  battles  in  his  advance  upon  Yicks- 
burg ;  it  in  reality  decided  the  fate  of  the  city.  It  was  henceforth  impos- 
sible for  G^ierals  Pembertcm  and  Johnston  to  effect  a  junction.  Over  one 
thousand  rebel  prisoners  and  two  batteries  fell  into  the  hands  of  theyioton* 
Signal  as  was  the  victory,  it  was  bought  at  a  commensurate  price.  Keaily 
one-third  of  General  Hovey's  Division  were  placed  Aon  de  oambat.  The 
entire  Union  loss  was  four  hundred  and  twenty-nine  killed,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty4wo  wounded,  and  one  hundred  and  eighty^^iine 
Hiissing. 

The  next  meaning,  the  17th,  General  McClemand,  in  hot  punuit  of 
the  foe,  came  upon  them  in  force  at  the  Big  Black  Iliver.  They  had  evi- 
dently made  careftd  pr^parataoai  to  dispute  the  passage  of  the  stream.  The 
position  was  well  chosen,  and  it  seemed  impossible  that  the  stream  could 
be  crossed  bat  at  the  expense  of  a  bloody  battle.  The  country  here  loses 
its  hilly  character,  and  the  railroad  and  tumjuke,  running  parallel  to  eadt 
other,  enter  upon  a  broad  plain  which  extends  to  the  river^shore.  The 
eastern  banka  spread  out  into  what  is  called  a  bottom-land,  redeemed  fi^om 
overflow  by  a  d&e  or  lev^  The  Ofqposite  riiore  rises  in  a  high  bluff 
almost  from  the  water's  edge*  At  this  point  the  railroad  and  turnpike 
cross  the  river  upon  Imdges,  side  by  side.  On  the  eastern  shore  a  bayoo 
emerges  ttorn.  the  river  i^ve  the  Irndges,  and,  after  a  circuit  of  about  a 
mile,  enters  into  the  river  again  below.  This  bayou  was  about  twenty  feet 
*  wide,  and  was  filled  with  stagnant  water  but  two  or  three  feet  de^. 

Inside  of  the  bayou,  with  the  river  b^ind  them,  the  rebels  had  thrown 
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iq>  a  line  of  intmieluBCM&tB,  and  had  plaated  eighteen  gnna  A  sufficient 
pcnticm  of  the  rebel  Ibsce  was  left4o  maa  these  batteriea^  whSe  the  remain* 
der  oerapied  the  bluff  on  the  westem  aherei  To  cra»  the  river  it  ^as  ne» 
eaoaoiy  for  the  patriots  to  pass  over  the  cqpen  plain,  wade  the  bajoo,  or 
throw  a  bridge  over  it,  chaige  the  rebel  ramparts^  and,  shoold  thej  succeed 
in  carrying  them,  then  to  forc^  the  passage  of  the  river,  in  the  face  of 
the  teorrific  ftre  which  the  rebels  ooiild  conosntrate  upon  the  point  of  crosfr- 
iag. 

G^Mval  MoOlemaDd  imniediatelj  eommeneed  an  artiUery  attack  upon 
the  rebel  position.  It  was  vigorously  replied  to.  At  almost  the  first  fire 
G^enend  Osteihaus  was  wounded*  But  he  still  kept  the  field  through  the 
day.  In  consequence  of  this  wound,  O^ieral  A.  L.  Iiee  was  temporarily 
asdgned  to  Us  command.  While  the  attention  of  the  enemy  was  ^ir 
grossed  by  this  attadc,  General  Lawler  sueeeeded  in  approaching  the  rebel 
wovks  on  tiie  right  unobserved.  Throwing  aside  blankets  and  knapsacks, 
his  heroic  men  rushed  firom  their  eonoealment  in  an  impetuous  charge  upon 
the  rebel  line^  A  murderous  fire  was  instantly  poued  in  upon  them. 
BecMess  of  the  death-dealing  storm,  they  rushed  over  the  op^i  field,  and 
jdunged  into  the  stagnant  waters  of  the  bayou,  which  were  soon  crimsoned 
with  their  blood. 

Bat  the  diarge  was  so  sudden  and  impetuous,  and  the  rebels  were  so 
ttuch  taken  by  smprne,  that  thdr  fire  was  not  annihilating,  as  it  otherwise 
might  have  been.  The  patriots  struggled  through  the  bayou,  and  with 
gleaming  bayonets  plunged  up<m  the  rebel  line.  There  was  a  frenzied 
moment  of  battle,  a  scaroely  measurable  instant  of  wild  delirium,  when  the 
rebels  died  fiar  quarter,  and  a  score  oi  extemporized  white  fiags  waved  in 
file  air.  A  few  of  the  rebels  succeeded  in  escaping  aeross  the  river  by  a 
steamboat  whidi  had  been  left  upon  the  eastern  bank.  The  bridges  were 
immediately  blown  up.  Fifteen  hundred  priscmers,  eighteen  cannon, 
besides  a  large  amount  of  small  arms  and  ammunition,  rewarded  the 
eonquerars.  This  brilliant  victory  was  gained  by  General  McCIemand's 
Oorps^  and  chiefly  by  the  ecnnmands  of  Generals  Lawl»  and  Osterhaus. 
The  entire  Union  loss  was  three  hundred  and  seventy-three  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing. 

Genend  HcClemand  had  now  the  entire  command  of  the  eastern  shore 
f£  the  river.  Under  the  protectioii  of  his  guns  he  suoceeded  in  throwing 
over  a  bridge,  by  which  his  troops  crossed  on  the  18th.  On  the  same  day 
General  Sherman  effected  tiie  passage  of  the  river  a  few  miles  above. 
Thia  most  intrepid  yet  sagadious  commander,  turning  to  the  right,  marched 
iff  the  Yazoo  Biver,  and  thus  eame  in  upon  the  rear  of  those  rebel  works 
iriiioh,  five  months  before,  he  had  attempted  in  vain  to  carry  by  an  assault 
in  fhrnt.  Admiral  Porter,  with  his  fleet,  had  already  been  waiting  several 
days  in  the  Yazoo,  to  cooperate  with  him  in  opening  a  new  line  of  com-^ 
munication  with  tiie  Union  army.  The  hitherto  impregnable  works  of 
the  ^lemy  on  the  Yazoo  were  no  longer  either  tenajl>le  or  usefiiL  The 
rebels  were  compelled  precipitately  to  abandon  them.  Thus  a  new  and 
admirable  base  of  supplies  was  provided  for  the  army  whidi  Gaiend  Grant, 
by  resistless  steps,  was  bringing  up  for  the  investment  of  Yieksburg. 
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General  ^feOl^rntod,  haWi^  croMad  Ae  rmr,  pwdbad  on^  ih#  te 
iietreating  before  him,  tcnrardB^A*  doomed  oitj.  Taming  to  the  Mb,  bie 
«qpproached  Yiokabwg  on  its  it&tiihmn  nde.  Gteneml  HcPJMViQB^  M* 
lowJaog,  filled  vep  the  ga|»  in  <t)ie  eentre*  TknB  on  Tmeedmy  mcnding^y  Mmf 
IMh,  the  eitj  wag  neiriy  inr eeted.  The  Unioa  lines  extended,  in  a  long 
drcvit  of  nearlj  twenty  ndle^  finm  the  Yacoo  above  the  river,  to  War* 
lentOQ  below.  As  yet  the  Iim  was  not  sttffieienily  oompaet  to  prevent 
a  sortie,  by  a  massing  of  the  rebel  troops  upon  almost  any  one  pdnt* 
Indeed,  in  the  extreme  sOnth  the  investment  oensieted  of  bttt  tittle  more 
tium  a  line  of  piokets.  Be6niforeem«itB  6om  tiie  North  soon  supplied 
these  defidenioes.  The  rebel  anny  was  cooped  op  m  its  ^artrasa^  withonft 
a  possibility  of  eseapeu 

Not  one  nioment  of  tinn  wms  wasted.  Sldimishera  were  thrown  toj^ 
ward  to  ei^age  thos0  of  the  vebeia,  and  from  every  oomBaanding  position 
an  avCjilefy  &re  was  opened  upon  the  enemy's  worics.  Abont  half-^Mwt 
ten  o'olodk  of  this  first  day  of  t^  investment,  Tnesday,  Mi^  iMx,  an  order 
was  sent  from  Oeneral  Ghrant  to  all  tiie  corps  commanders,  to  advance  ae 
dose  ae  possibk  to  the  enemy's  works  vntii  two  o'do^ik  p.  k.  They  were 
tiiien  shnaltaineoaily  to  fim  throe  volleys  from  all  their  pieces,  as  a  signal  finr 
a  general  charge  along  the  whole  line.  The  advance  positions  were  gained 
and  Ihe  ehaige  was  made,  wkMx  proved  nnsnoeessfriL  On  the  two  saooeed- 
ing  days  there  was  constant  skiiiinshing,  while  Gwaral  Orant  wae  bring- 
ing forward  soppliea  and  preparing  for  another  assaalt.  On  the  evening 
of  Thursday,  the  Slat,  all  the  corps  commanders  were  (H:d«red  to  have 
every  thing  in  readiness  for  a  general  assanlt,  along  the  whole  line,  the 
next  morning  at  ten  o'cBoek.  That  there  m{^  be  perfect  aeem»ey,  all 
the  commanders  «et  their  chronometers  by  that  of  General  Grant. 

Thoogfa  awaiie  that  the  resnlt  of  an  attack  npon  works  so  strcmg  was 
donbt^,  there  were  very  many  reasons  why  the  experiment  shonld  be 
made.  Joe  Johnston  was  coUeeting  a  fi>ree  at  Oantcm  to  attack  General 
Grant  in  the  rear.  Oould' General  Grant  snooeed  in  this  sadden  assanlt  in 
taking  Yiekshnrg,  he  oonld  titen  easily  disperse  the  forces  of  Johnston,  and 
take  poeeeasion  of  nearfy  the  Whole  State,  thus  saving  the  Government  the 
expense  of  sending  large  reenforcements,  which  were  much  needed  dee* 
wheo^.  Moreover,  the  troops  were  impatient  for  the  assault,  and  would 
not  cheerfully  work  with  the  spade  in  the  trendies  unless  they  were  con- 
vinced of  its  necessity.  Five  minutes  before  ten  o'clock,  the  bugles  sounds 
ed  the  charge.  General  McClemand,  with  the  Thirteenth  Corps,  was  on 
the  left ;  General  McPherson,  with  the  Seventeenth,  occnpkd  the  .oentre; 
General  Sherman,  with  the  Fifteenth,  held  the  rig^t.  General  Grant 
occupied  a  C(»mnanding  elevation  in  front  of  his  cMtre,  fitmi  which  he 
could  watch  all  the  advancing  columns  of  the  Seventeenth  Corps,  and  a  part 
of  those  on  the  ri^t  and  left^ 

With  unfiEdtering  step  the  patriots  advanoed  upon  the  paa^apets  crowded 
with  armed  rebels,  and  bristling  with  artillery  chaiged  aknost  to  the  mujt- 
i;le  with  grape  and  canister.  When  wiAin  forty  yards  of  the  intrench- 
ments,  there  waa  a  sudden  flash  and  roar,  and  countless  cann<m  and 
thousands  of  musketry  hurled  mutilation  and  death  into  the  advaiMing 
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iwbk  Wi&Mt  mxiXfgkkmf  tha  mm  behaved  with  the  utinoBt  giiUantjy, 
and  aceompliehBd  iJl  that  mortal  valor  could  achiewu  The  Thirteeud^ 
Gorpf^  iioder  GUneinl  McOlemaad^  were  the  moat  loceeagfiil,  where  aU  were 
^aaUj  roftolote  and  brave.  Within  fifteen  imniiteB  from  li>e  time  in  which 
^  Bignal  wai  gjivea,  Gbnerale  Lawler'g  and  Landmn'B  Briigadet  carried  the 
ditch  slope  and  the  baetiooa  of  one  of  the  )?ehel  fort»»  As  the  rebels  fled 
to  anothw  line  of  defence  in  the  rear,  several  of  the  patriots  roshed  into  the 
redoubt,  where  all  wem  q^eedily  shot  down,  exoepting  Seigeeitit  Joseph 
Griffith,  of  the  Twenty-second  Iowa.  This  brave  soldier,  it  is  said,  having 
his  musket  loaded,  captured  and  brought  awaj  thirteen  reb^  who  rusbed 
apoa  him,  having  diadiaqged  their  gona  The  ceknB  of  the  One  Hundred 
and  Twentieth  IllinoiB  were  planted  on  the  eountersoarp  of  the  ^teh,  while 
those  of  the  Forty-eighth  Ohio  and  Seventy-seventh  Illinois  waved  over 
the  bastion* 

Fired  by  the  example  of  this  success,  Benton's  and  Burbridge's  Brigadei 
resbed  upon  another  heavy  earthwork,  and  planted  their  flags  upon  its 
parapet.  Captain  White,  of  the  Chicago  Batteiy,  bringing  forward  one  of 
bis  pieces  by  hand,  poured  a  double-fihotted  chaige  into  one  of  the  embra- 
Burea,  diBmouating  a  gun  which  the  rebels  ware  just  seady  to  fire,  aed  seat> 
tering  around  the  mangled  bodies  of  the  cannomers.  For  eight  hours, 
while  the  fierce  battle  raged  all  along  the  line,  these  brave  men  maintained 
the  {>oaitions  which  they  had  gained.  It  can  hardly  be  doubted  that,  had 
the  advantage  thus  gained  been  immediately  known,  and  followed  up  by 
the  adequate  supports  which  were  at  hand,  the  enemy's  line  might  have 
been  effectually  broken,  and  the  patriots,  rushing  in,  might  have  swept  all 
opposition  before  them.  But  in  the  confusion  of  the  hour,  when  the  smoke 
and  thunder  of  battle  filled  the  air,  and  the  suiges  of  the  bloody  conflict 
swept  to  and  fro,  over  an  extent  of  many  miles,  the  great  achievement  was 
but  dimly  discerned.  It  was  not  until  after  the  battle,  and  through  the 
testimony  of  many  and  credible  witnesses,  that  the  £Etcts  were  clearly 
brought  to  light. 

But  the  rebels  distinctly  saw  their  peril,  and  hurriedly  massed  large  num- 
bers from  right  and  left;,  to  regain  the  positions  they  had  lost.  General 
McClemand  called  earnestly  for  reenforcements,  announcing  that  he  was 
in  "  partial  possession  of  two  forts,"  but  that  he  was  very  hotly  pressed. 
But  before  reenforcements  could  be  ftunished  the  patriots,  by  overwhelm- 
ing numbers,  were  driven  back.  General  McClemand  felt  that  he  had  not 
been  properly  supported,  and,  in  the  keenness  of  his  disappointment,  in  a 
congratulatory  address  to  his  troops,  used  expressions  which  could  be  inter- 
preted as  not  complimentary  to  General  Grant,  and  which  gave  much 
offence  to  other  generals,  who  deemed  that  their  services  were  underrated. 
There  was  also  an  unfortunate  informality  in  the  order,  as  General  McCler*. 
nand's  adjutant  had  neglected  to  send  a  copy  to  General  Grant. 

A  soldier  who  perils  life,  and  exposes  himself  to  that  mutilation  which 
is  far  more  terrible  than  death,  that  he  may  defend  his  country,  is  neces- 
sarily very  jealous  of  his  reputation.  General  McClemand,  one  of  the  most 
heroic  and  successftd  soldiers  of  the  war,  felt  deeply  and  wrote  warmly. 
A  bitter  controversy  ensued,  which  for  a  time  seriously  threatened  the  hap* 
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many  of  the  army.  G^eral  McGlemmd  was,  beymid  a&  qtifi6<S<»i,  one  of  • 
the  most  efficient  officere  under  General  Grant.  And  jet  ihe  harmony  of 
the  army  was  so  imperilled,  that  General  Grant  denned  it  neceesaiy  to  re- 
lieve General  McOlemand  from  his  ccnnmand.  Hiere  were  no  charge 
bronght  against  him.  indeed,  it  woold  have  been  difficnlt  to  haye  broi^ht 
anj  whidi  wonld  warrant  conyening  a  oonrt-martiaL* 

*  The  fbUowkig  is  the  passage  in  General  IfoClemand^  orderwhidi  gave  rise  to  the  difiout^^ 
It  shows  how  sensitiTe  men's  minds  may  be  in  scenes  of  tremendous  excitement: — 

"On  the  22d,  in  pursuance  of  the  order  of  the  Commander  of  ^e  Department  you  assaulted 
the  enemy's  defences  in  fhmt,  at  ten  o'dock  ▲.  x.,  and  withm  thirty  minutes  had  made  a  lodg^ 
ment)  and  placed  your  colors  upon  two  of  his  bastions.  This  partial  success  oaUed.into  ezeroiM 
the  highest  hen^sm,  and  was  only  gained  by  a  bloody  and  ^^rotraoted  struggle.  Yet  it  was 
gained,  and  was  the  first  and  largest  success  gained  anywhere  along  the  whole  Hue  of  our  an^y. 

'*For  nearly  eight  hours,  under  a  scorching  sun  and  de8truoti\re  flre^  you  firmly  held  your 
footing,  and  aolj  withdrew  when  the  enemy  had  largely  massed  their  foroes,  and  concentrated 
their  attack  upon  you. 

"  How  and  why  the.  general  assault  &Sled,  it  would  be  needless  ^ow  to  ^jqfimik  The  Thir- 
teenth Army  Corps,  acknowledging  the  good  intentions  of  all,  would  scorn  indulgence  in  weak 
regrets  and  idle  criminations.  According  justice  to  aU,  it  would  only  defend  itsdf.  If,  while  the 
enemy  was  massfaig  to  crash  it,  assistance  was  asked  fbr,  by  a  dlrision  at  other  points,  or  by  r»- 
inforoementSi  it  oidy  asked  what,  in  one  case,  Migov-Geaeral  Orant  had  speeiiloaUy  and  peren^ 
tcrily  (mlered,  namely,  simitoneous  and  persistent  attack  all  along  our  line,  until  the  enemy^s 
outer  works  i^ould  be  carried ;  and  what,  in  the  other,  by  massing  a  strong  force  in  time  upon  a 
weakened  point,  would  haTe  probably  insured  success.** 


'   \ 
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Thk  ifflpeodbilitrlr  of  tkrryi»g  ike  neibM  "t^^dl^  by  iMrm  being  thw 
demonfiirttted^  General  iGiiia*  pteptaei  to  iAke  4b«  <sii]r  %  regular  a^^ 
]xroai»h)e8«  His  «nny ,  ieSiifon^  by  laroepB  'fram  Meusphbi,  Hiasoini,  and 
ibe  iNortb^cMlpldtely  i&t0ftO^  j|1m  cfof)  eoi^tD  fiends  it  fap^owlbte  fbf 
ilie  ttnny  withbl  to  esoap^  or  to  giLin  dtrpplidA.  'Gnnboats  w^re  ootistaiitly 
patroUisig  tiie  river.  'Daily  tbe  XJttKni  lines  were  ootrlradted,  and  th# 
tdbel  foftifltotiohs mare  doiely  approacfliM.  Tomoh  operationii^ tiiere  oati 
be  bnt  one  flnal  JMue^  TPntom  ih^  impriteMd  garrkoti  are  mifficienlly 
tffcrong  to  ««l  their  way  tlir<mgb  tiMbehngberingliDMi,  (Mr «  fm*ce  adTanoing 
from  wiAoat  can  mise  Iberii^,  sooner  or  later ^the  garrison  must  capitu- 
late.   BoA  of  tliese  atiempto  wei^  made.:  neStber  vmte  tBnecee^L 

Gknehd  Joe  Johofiton^i  wMi  Ids  ^itnny  reeaferoed  to  twenly-fiir^  thottt»md 
men,  oempied  Ja6kso&9  wUch'om'  troope  bad  ovabaated  en  their  march  to 
VickBburg.  Thoagb  they  tiiroataned  General  <3ttmt'Bre«r,h^ 
bot'litfle^  m  tbey  were  nearty  aU  dittxens,  dragged  into  the  raiiks  by  a 
telenden  aonAnriptioni.  Tfae  Sosibem  prew  Vaa  oontinually  annooneing 
tiiat  Oraitt  irwdd  «o(m  be  eraal^  betwrad  the  garrisDn  and  the  army 
marobing  to  its  oid«  '1%dr  ^xmfideHil  ay^eftions  eioatad  anxfety  at  tiiO 
Nop^u    fttil^  General  Jdbniten  irary  wisely  deolined  irentnring  npon  aii 

The  kit  ef  May^  GeMfid  Pamberton  jent  i  «onrier  t4>  creep  tiirongh 
elir  lin^  with'diq)«telM0fto  Jbe  Jc^mston^  oaUing  nrgentVf  finr  assistanoe. 
3^10  Comtek,  4  man  by  the*  «fiid  of  Doiiglie,  firont  minars,  tired  of  Ae 
lebel^airtMe,  jand  glad  ef  'tbia  ojpp6rtiBii1y  to  esOsf^o,  defiyisved  blmsOlf  and 
his  dispatcher  teOeneitalcGmnt  Utis  reif^llatioti  of  Ihe  weaikneflB  of  ^ 
gamaon  only  anim«ied  lio  «  tuore  rrigeroos  'proaeevtion  of  ^tiie  work  of 
lappitig  and  ^mining.  iM  «xpedi4|ioii»  wto  sent  oi^  utKUr  Ctonorftl  Hair  to 
))0ok  for  JbbnstoA;  bat,  etn^tagaasit  may ^tMem,  he  eonld  not  b^ fonnd. 

Abootlbe  miiUleiof  ^miib^jhowm«r^  itwaa  #epart4d  that  Johnston  wad 
idvanoiflg.  At  'the  iame^time  another  oooHer  was  oaftared  wMh^offleial 
dispatebea  Ihiml^itibcnrtoB^iOalttng,  In  tones  ptO}  m^reoaMeiit,  Ibranooor. 
Gcnieral  Grant  dispatched  General  Sherman  with  some  choice  timipi^ 
dirtetiiig Umnot^ alkw vJohnstoii  to ^applroadi:  fkUibjak  iOaen  ndlM  of 
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Yickebtirg,  but  to  meet  his  army  at  least  at  that  distanoe  and  dkporse  it 
When  Johnston  heard  of  the  wppromcHi  of  the  impetuona  Sherman  with  hig 
Teterans,  he  discreetly  turned  and  fled. 

It  was  at  that  time  that  the  attack  upon  the  Union  camp  at  Millikmi's 
Bend  took  place.  The  event  was  nnimportaat,  save  as  it  dBYehpeA  the 
brayery  of  the  Africiui  race.  A  nnmber  of  negro  regiments  had  beea 
organized  in  the  Western  Dqpartment|  by  orders  of  the  Oeneral  Oovem- 
ment,  and  nnder  the  direct  supervision  of  Acyntant-General  Thomaa, 
These  were  left  by  General  Orant  to  act  as  reservesy  and  to  guard  posts  in 
the  rear  upon  the  riyer.  A  force  of  about  one  thousand  negroes,  tagether 
with  two  hundred  white  men  of  the  Twenty-third  Iowa,  were  holding  the 
eamp  at  Milliken's  Bend.  ' 

On  the  6th  of  June,  the  rebel  Colonel.  HcOulloch,  brother  of  the 
not(Hious  Ben  McOuUooh,  who  was  killed  at  Pea  Bidg^.^ittaeked  the 
post  with  six  regiments.  Counting  upon  the  imagined  timidity  of  the 
negro,  the  rebels  antiicipi^fod  an  ^asy  victory.  IVnly  they  redconed  without 
their  host.  At  this  jhnoe  the  lev^  ran  along  about  one  hundred  and  fi% 
yards  back  from  ^  ordinary  hank  of  the  rivBt^  thus  ieaving,  when  the 
water  was  low,  a  sm)ooth  green  lawn,  beantifiilly  adapted  for  an  encamp* 
ment,  with  the  hfvie  or  dike^  eight  feet  high  and  fifteen  feet  wids^ 
protecting  from  attack  on  the  land  i^dsr  Bseastworics  were  thrown  up  fron 
the  ley^e  to  the  river,  aboye  and  below  the  enoampmenl  Bade  of  the 
ley6e  there  was  a  fine  plantation*  The  SMUision  of  the  master  and  the 
huts  of  the  slayes  presented  a  beaatifU  aspect  with  the  hedge-rows  and 
floweiing  shrubbery,  and  an  abundanoe  ef  hmi  and  onuumatal  trees. 
The  colored  troops  had  been  bnt  partially  organised,  and  had  reoeived  their 
mudcets  but  a  week  before.  Early  Satoiday  morning,  inlbnnatioB 
was  reeeiyed  that  a  band  of  rebels,  infentry,  artfflery,  and  eayalry,  from 
three  to  five  thousand  strong,  were  mardiing  upon  ibe  Bend.  ^^  I  will 
take,''  said  the  rebel  commander,  with  anoaf&,  ^  the  nigger  camp,  or  wade 
in  blood  to  my  knees."  A  negro  broo^  tbe  first  infoimaticA  of  tibe 
approach  of  the  rebeb,  and  hwried  prepmratioM  were  made  to  receive 
them.  A  detachment  of  white  trooya  were  sent  out  in  adyance,  sopportsd 
by  a  negro  regiment  in  reser¥e.  The  rebels  in  their  strength  came  emit- 
ingly  on,  when  they  were  suddenly  brou^t  to  a  stand  by  a  yoUey  from  Ae 
Iowa  troops.  The  conflict  noold  not  long  be  maintained  by  the  patriots 
against  numbers  so  orerwhehning ;  yet  the  Iowa  men,  who,  in  every  battto 
during  the  war,  were  signalised  by  their  bcMwiy,  fe«gh4  with  desperatiflii. 
After  laying  one  hundrod'  of  the  rebels  low  in  the  duat^  these  patrioti 
retired  in  good  order  to  the  silpport  of  their  edkred  resarFSS. 

The  negroes  came  up  wtth  a  will^  and  ponred  in  yoUey  after  yoDey 
upon  their  former  taskmastera  with  a  rapidity  whidi  astonished  both  fiiend 
and  foe.  l^e  fir^  was  so  deadly  and  so  uttorlyuneapeoted  by  tbe  rebels, 
that  they  broke  aiid  fell  back  in  coiiftttion,to  neferm  and  adysnoe  with 
moro  powerftd  lines.  The  Union  foroewaa.toa  small  to  pmosne*  It 
was  night;  both  parties  prepared  for. the  renewil  of  Iha  strife  tiiemazt 
morning. 

Just  after  dark,  a  Union  steamer  obaMed  to  toMh  at:  the  B«mL     She 


VALL    01*    VIOKflBUBX}    AND    POBT    HUDSOK.  S91 

WBB  jmmtdialriy  dfapsbhed  down  the  river  a  few  nules  to  snmmoii  tbs 
gimbMt  Ohootaw  to  tlie  aid  of  tho  beloagnered  poet.  The  ULoming  of  the 
Sabbath  waa  just  beginning  to  dawn,  when  tl^  dark  maashre  sides  and 
jmwnmg  porta  of  the  gonboat  were  diaccmed  near  at  hand  The  advent 
of  tUa  iJly  filled  all  heai^  witii  nerjoicing.  The  Choctaw  took  her  position, 
asd  in  ominons  silenee  awaited  the  expected  advance.  The  commandant 
of  the  post,  enoonraged  b j  the  preeenoe  of  his  irtm-dad  supporter,  drew  in 
att  hoe  pideetfl,  leaving  mA  a  man  ontside  of  the  lev^e. 

The  aon  waa  half  an  boor  hi^  when  the  advance  movement  of  the 
rebela  was  perceived.  They  came  on,  &nne4  for  bayonet  charge,  three 
hnea  de^  with  a  reBerve.  At  the  battle  of  Lexington  the  rebels  inge- 
nionsly  rolled  before  them  a  breastwork  of  bales  of  hay,  from  behind  whidi 
in  rapid  advance  they  kept  np  a  deadly  fire  upon  Colonel  Mulligan  and 
his  gallaat  Irish  Brigade.  Taking  hint  from  this,  perhaps,  Henry  KcCul- 
loch  endeavoied  to  cover  his  soldiers  from  the  bullets  of  the  patriots 
bdiind  the  ler6e,  by  a  fine  of  mules  which  were  driven  before  his  front 
nttka.  It  was,  however,  not  a  very  e£bctual  protection.  The  stubbom 
mules  eoidd  not  be  pensoaded  to  move  sidewise,  and  they  presented  but  a 
slight  obstacle  to  the  sharp  eyea  of  experienced  riflemen.  As  the  rebels 
approaded  the  lev^e,  discharging  volley  after  volley,  for  a  time  they  could 
not  see  a  nuuu  Bat  when  thqr  had  arrived  within  afew  feet  of  the  breast- 
work, as  l^  magic  a  long  line  of  Mack  faces  seesned  to  emerge  from  the  earth. 
Kot  a  man  flinched,  every  mnsket  took  ddiberate  aim,  every  bullet  ful- 
filled its  missiim.  The  ground  was  boobl  covered  with  the  slain,  and  the 
tebeL  lines  wavered  and  writhed  in  agony.  Just  then  the  gunboat,  which 
had  been  ooncealed  by  the  banks  and  the  smoke  of  the  battle,  opened  fire 
fttmi  her  heavy  guns.  Her  agile  cahnoniers.  poured  a  cwtinuous  fire  of 
ten-inch  shells  into  tl^  bewildered,  bleeding  ranks  of  the  foe. 

The  negroes  could  no  longer  be  restrained.  With  a  war-cry  whidi 
from  their  resonant  throats  rose  above  the  clangor  of  the  battle,  thcjy 
snnultaneously  leaped  the  lev^  and  swe^ing  on  like  heaven's  blad: 
tomftdo,  plunged  headlong  with  fixed  bayonets  into  the  thickest  of  the 
rebel  ranks.  Bu<di  desperation  of  valor  had  not  been  seen  before.  The 
pridLod  mules  weve  dispersed  in  an  instant  in  terror  over  the  field,  often 
crui&ing  through  and  trampling  down  the  rebel  lines.  With  frenzied 
energy  tiie  rebds  fought.  To  be  whipped  by  negroes  was  to  drink  the 
last  dregs  of  the  cup  of  humiliation.  But  the  chalice  which  a  Gtod  of 
letnbnticm  presents  to  the  lips,  whatever  its  contents,  must  be  drained. 

Here  the  slaves  and  their  masters  were  brought  face  to  face  in  the 
death-gripe,  UEid  the  masters  bit  the  dust.  When  &e  pride  of  the  oppres- 
sor and  the  despair  of  the  oppressed  meet,  then  human  energies  develop 
their  utmost  powers.  Such  a  desperate,  prolonged  hand-to-hand  fight  had 
not  been  witnessed  during  the  war.  Men  were  knocked  down  on  both 
sidea  by  tha  butts  ctf  muskets.  Two  men  were  found  dead  side  by  side, 
one  white,  the  other  black,  each  with  the  other's  bayonet  through  his  body. 
Biokea  Hmbs,  and  heads,  and  mangled  bodies,  attested  to  the  desperation  of 
the  fi^t.  One  heroic  freedman  took  his  former  master  prisoner.  At 
deven  o'dook  the  battle  terminated  in  the  utter  rout  and  flight  of  the 
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mtSBtttam  _um  not  noxsau&a  ' 


rebak)  ISiay  iott  flm  utamunl,  4im 
LvuliBd.  man  Idllad,  fine  liHniiied 
-wounded,  md  ilFO  huiktred  taken 
pfawii&n,  13ia  TJiudb  ilws  was  also 
flcrvere,  Bmibadng  diui  'Itimdrad  -laiiA. 

«nd  ai^ity-iiinfi  iroBaded,  and  one 
Jmndned  and  itbufe^-MfW  mtBDllg. 
Thk  -bHtde  WfftthTitJmJ  liw  &i)tihst 
feaadmon  in>iild  anak«  brave  aoldias. 
ISie  retiHCt  lof  Joe  Job^^aa  4e- 
piired  the  citj  of  YidkBlw^  of  its 
list  hope.  .Btill,  iG«Derai  Pamberton 
bald  ih  port  irith  gnat  pcstiaacitjl, 
lic^iBg  -dut  HimBthii^  finoiniblc 
mightyetttuni^.  He.viM:&^oiili- 
em  many  azid  bail  g(»ej£rom  tbe  free 

.  North  to  aqMrnee  tbe  oaww  of  the 
mbeb.  His  Nortbeni'birtb  expoeei 
bim  to  Bia/ptuML  He  mu  diai^iied 
!(n&  tneodiety,  aAd  wdtb  ipilottuig  to 
fldl  Tidmbiug  to  Uw  Umoa  vnnt. 
Never  ynm  dmug^  '  nuoe  aqjiiBt. 
Genend  Pembertou  vbb  &itbful  to 
tbe  wicked  tasae  h«:  bad  adopted. 
The  &lae  accmatioti,  howerer,  fitniig 
bim  to  tbe  quui.  After  the  re$mlfle 
of  theeeoend  saBaoU  iipon  YinAAtvxji 

'  be  made  to  bia  tvoope  the  foUowing 
brief  bat  pithy  Hpeaoh  i — 

I        "You  bare  hfiaid  that  I  was 

:  iiLCtHiipeteBt,  and  a  traittX';  and  that 
it  waa  mj  intention  to.  sell  YidcBbmig. 
Follow  me,  and  jaa.  will  tee  tiie  coat 
at  which  I  will  sell  Ytobdniig> 
When  the  JBBt  pound  of  hee^  bamm, 
and  Aaat,  the  last  gnin  of  oom,  the 
last  oowand  hog  and  hone  and  dog 
■ball  have  been  oonatuned,  and  the 
last  nwn  AaU  hare  periabed  in  tbe 
traaobea,  "then,  and  mdy  then,  will  I 
sell  Tidabnig." 

Ba  waa  virtnaUy  as  good  as  bis 
word.  Finding  ptoTisionB  growing 
Boaroe,  with  no  proqieGt  of  any  freah 
supply,  he  fint  diove.  a  qnantity  of 
molee  and  cattle  which  were  atarrii^ 
nnp-  beyond  bia  lima,  and  aoon  aftsE  lest 
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oni  Ae  efrffiami  a&d  nigiDw  TSie  negroefl  QeoewtlrQwait  Mtotoed,  at  their 
ofWB  request^  Imtilie  chfliaiu' wen  sant  bade  into  the  bcJiayiorod  ofyoap.  All: 
tiie  meat  BJiAHbur  wpiify  iiauppmndy  and  tlie  M^dkra  were  M  cm  boread^ 
made  of  ground  peas ;  and  even  of  this  thejr  oeidd  hav^e  biifr  qoartar  mdona.. 
Famine  starad'  tike  nsolntB  ganrieon  in  tiba  fiiee.  Ammnnition  grew  short; 
0»  muck  10  that  the  tine}q>l0dad  sfaolla:  throwa  fiaom.the  Union  gnna  wer^ 
gathered  firom  the  streets,  and  the  powder  picked  ont  of  them,  for  use. 

In  the  mean  timd  the  TTmon  tarhj  wave  daily  imldng  the  most  heroic 
sssanlts^  carrying  point  after  pointy  and  steadilj  oonti^etin^  their  lines 
aroond  the  doomed  city.  The  works  on  eiflier  aide  became  equal  in  extent, 
aad  magnitwie.  9faai^)6hooter8,  with  their  mianring  lon^rMge.  toledcopic 
rifles,  were  stationed  it  every  araikble  point,  aod  not  a  pahn  of  a  hoad- 
oonld  be  exposed,  but  tfarongh  it  weait  a  boJIet.  Sbiot  andshell  began  to 
Mt  into  the  very  heavt  of  tiie  city  fiaelf  The  people  lired  in  ceUaretPver- 
ardied  to  be  b^Vprool^  and  in  ea^rea  whidi  were  bsnrowed  oat  in  the. 

Kot  nntO  the  Union  lima  were  face  to  fiee>  with  Hie  intrenohments  of 
ih»  rebels ;  not  until,  by  the  explosion  of  mines,  huge  gaps  had  been  made. 
in  the  rebel  defences ;  not  until  starvation  threatened  the  city  witUn^  end 
preparation  had  been  made  by  General  Grant  for  a  grand  assault  whioh 
could  scarcely  by  any  posdibSKty  be  rosistedj  Ad  GMemI  Pdmbertoilt 
mi^e  any  proposition  fer  surrender.  The  aaseull  was  to  hare  been  made 
on  the  4th  of  July.  Though  no  specific  orders  had  been  given,  it  wasi 
imiversally  understood^  in'  both  armiiBs^  that  the  dawB  of  the  anniversary 
ot  our  National  Ind^)enden^e  was  to  usher  iui  the  gruad  stgruggley  whieb 
could  liardly  fiifl  to  be  deciiit^. 

On  the  3d  of  Jidy,  General  Ftoiberton  dispatched,  by  the  handil  of 
G^eral  Bowen  and  Colonel  M ontgoDMiy,  a  ecmmunication,  proposing  Iha 
appofntment  of  commissioners  to  arrange  terms  for  the  capitidation.  Thia 
lie  did,  he  said,  although  fully  able  to  maintidn  his  position  fbr  aa  i&daft^ 
nite  p^'iod  oi  time,  in  order  to  avoid  tiie  ftirdier  effnsion  of  blood. 

General  Grant,  in  his  prompt  reply,  said,  '^  The  effiision  of  Uood  yea 
propose  stopping  by  this  course  can  be  ended;  at  any  time  yon  may  choose, 
hf  an  nnconditiofiitl  vwrmder  of  the  cHy  and  goprisoti.  Hen  who  have 
i^own.  so  much  enduranee  and  courage  as  tiiose  now  in  Yieksburg,  will 
always  challenge  the  respect  of  an  adversary,  and,  I  can  assure  you,  will  be 
treated  with  all  the  rei^)ect  due  them  as  prisoners  of  war.  I  do  not  favor 
the  proposition  of  a^ipoiutlng  commissioners  to  arrange  tisrms  of  eapitula* 
lion,  beeai^e  I  have  no  other  ierfm  than,  those  mdieated  aioveJ^ 

General  Bowen  then  requested  that  G^ieral  Great  would  meet  persebFr 
ally  with  General'  Pemberton.  To  thk  h»  assented.  At  three  o'eloclr 
that  afternoon,  July  8d,  General  Grfait,  aceompanied  by  Generals  HaFhiWN 
60U  and  A.  3.  Smidi,  Pepped  cmt  from  the  Uni(m  lines,  while  at  the  same 
momelit  General  Ptodberton,  actompanied  by  General!  Bbwen  and  Ookmel 
Montgomery,  advanced  from  the  rebel  raatiparta  to  meet  them«  The 
eonfei^ned  was  held  in  an  open  spdce-  between  the  two  lities,  under  the 
shade  of  a  gigantic  oak.  Here  Generals  Graat  and  P^mbccion  were 
introduced  by  Ookm^  Montgomery.    They  had  never  met  befi>re« . 
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AH  hostilities  were  siuspeiided.  The  reepectiTe  armies,  swarming  upon 
their  ramparts,  watched  with  breathless  interest  the  interview  npon  Ihe 
result  of  which  consequences  so  momentons  were  dependent.  General 
Pemberton  was  the  first  to  speak. 

'^  General  Grant,  I  meet  jou  in  order  to  arrange  terms  fbr  the  capitula- 
tion of  the  city  of  Yickshnrg  and  its  garrison.  What  terms  do  7011 
propose!^ 

"  Unconditional  snrrender,'*  replied  General  Grant. 

"  Unconditional  surrender  I "  responded  General  Pemberton.  "Nerer,  so 
long  as  I  have  a  man  left  me.    I  will  fight  rather." 

^^Then,  sir,  jou  can  continue  the  defence,"  General  Grant  replied. 
^  My  army  has  never  been  in  a  better  condition  to  prosecute  tiie  siege." 

The  two  generals  now  separated  themselves  from  tiieir  companions,  and, 
retiring  a  little  distance,  continued  their  conversation  where  their  woids 
oould  not  be  overheard.  It  seems,  however,  that  no  definite  result  was 
then  reached.  It  was  agreed,  however,  that  General  Grant  should  consnlt 
with  his  generals,  and  submit  in  writing  the  terms  he  wobld  accept.  This 
in  turn  General  Pemberton  would  submit  to  a  council  of  his  officers,  and 
send  back  a  prompt  reply.  General  Grant  had  diemanded  unconditioTud 
surrender;  he  adhered  to  that  demand.  Without  delay  a  letter  was  sent 
that  evening  to  General  Pemberton,  in  which  General  Grant  wrote : — 

^^Oii  your  accepting  the  terms  proposed,  I  will  march  in  one  division  as 
a  guard,  and  take  possession  at  eight  o'clock  to-morrow  morning.  As  soon 
as  paroles  can  be  made  out  and  signed  by  the  ofl9cers  and  men,  you  will  be 
allowed  to  march  out  of  our  lines,  the  officers  taking  with  them  their  regi* 
mental  clothing,  and  staflT,  field,  and  cavalry  officers  one  horse  each." 

While  these  deliberations  were  conducted  under  a  truce,  the  men  of 
both  armies,  who  simply  knew  that  a  surrender  had  bem  proposed,  were 
intensely  anxious  to  learn  the  result.  Groups  of  men  who  but  a  few  hoars 
before  had  been  seeking  each  other's  death,  laid  aside  their  arms  and 
entered  freely  into  conversation  from  the  edge  of  the  opposing  wiMrks.  60 
wore  away  the  afternoon.  Kot  until  the  next  morning  did  Genaral  Grant 
receive  General  Pemberton's  reply.  He  accepted  the  terms  proposed,  ask- 
ing only  that  his  troops  might  march  out  of  tibeir  intrenchmmts  with  their 
colors  and  arms,  stacking  them  outside  tiieir  worksw  This  privilege  was 
freely  accorded. 

Thns,  on  the  4th  of  July,  186S,  the  city  of  Yidulmig,  with  its  entire  gar- 
rison, surrendered,  after  a  campaign  of  really  six  months'  duration,  altiiou  j^ 
it  was  hardly  two  months  since  the  investment  of  tiie  city.  Simultaneously 
with  this  surrender.  General  Sherman  was  dispatched  with  a  large  force  to 
find  and  disperse  the  army  under  General  Joe  Jc^nston.  The  rebel  gen- 
eral made  a  feeble  attempt  to  make  a  stand  at  Jackscm,  but  soon  abandcmed 
the  position,  and  retreated  to  the  east,  leaving  the  capital  of  Mississippi 
once  more  in  the  hands  of  the  patriots.  Thus  ended  the  Yicksburg  cam- 
paign, tiie  results  of  which  are  thus  summed  up  by  General  Grant : — 

^^The  result  of  this  campa%n  has  been  the  defeat  of  the  enemy  in  five 
battles  outside^  of  Yicksburg ;  the  occupation  of  Jackson,  the  capital  of 
the  State  of  Mississippi,  and  the  capture  of  Yicksburg,  and  its  garrison 
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and  mimitioDs  of  war;  a  loflB  to  the  enemy  of  thirtjr-fleyen  thousand  prison- 
ersy  among  whom  were  fifteen  general  officen ;  at  least  ten  thousand  killed 
and  wounded,  and  among  the  lolled  (Generals  Tracj,  Tilghman,  and 
Green,  and  hundreds,  and  perhaps  thousands,  of  stragglers,  who  can  never 
be  collected  and  reorganized.  Arms  and  munitions  of  war  for  an  arm  j  of 
sixty  thousand  men  hare  fallen  into  our  hands^  besides  a  large  amount  of 
other  public  property,  consisiing  of  nulroads,  loooMiotiyes,  cars,  steamboats, 
cotton,  <fec.,  and  much  was  destroyed  to  prevent  our  capturing  it." 

Ln  a4diiim«to  thjf»,  it  ^144 1^. remembered  that  the  frU  of  Ylcb^burg 
rendered  Port  Hudson  no  long^  tenable.  It  was  surrendered  to  General 
Banks  on  the  9th  of  July,  five  days  subsequent  to  the  surrender  of  Yicks- 
burg.  The  total  loss  of  General  Grant  tliroughout  this  protracted  cam- 
paign, in  killed,  wounded^  and  xniasing^  was  estimated  at  eight  thousand  five 
hnndsed  and^eventy-fife*  The  lebel  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  over 
ten  thousand. 

^^  When  we  consider,"  says  (General  Halleck,  in  his  annual  report,  '^  the 
nature  of  the  country  in  which  this  army  operated,  the  ibrmidable  obsta- 
dea  to  be  overeome,  the  number  of  forces,  and  the  strength  of  the  enemy's 
works,  we  cannot  fidl  to  «dmire  the  courage  and  endurance  of  the  troope, 
and  the  doll  and  daring  of  ti^  commander.  No  more  brilliant  exploit 
can  be  found  in  military  history." 

Lmnediately  after  the  capture,  President  Lincoln  wrote  the  followinf 
oharactenstie  note  to  the  illustrous  conqueror : — 

"Bxiotinys  WkjuaoK,  WABHoraroB,  My  13, 1864. 

^  To  Hajob-Gxnsbal  GhaABT : 

^Mt  Dbab  Gbns&ai.: — ^I  do  not  remember  that  you  and  I  ever  met 
perscmaliy.  I  write  now  as  a  grateftd  acknowledgment  for  the  ahnost 
inestimable  service  you  have  done  tiie  country.  X  ^sh  to  say,  ftirther, 
when  you  first  reached  the  vicinity  cff  Yioksburg  I  thou^t  jjf^n  should 
do  wlaA  you  finaOy  did,  march  the  troops  across  ^e  neck,  run  t^e  batter- 
ies with  the  transports,  and  thus  go  below,  and  I  never  had  any  fiuth, 
except  a  general  hope  diat  you  knew  better  than  I,  that  the  Tazoo  Pass 
expedition,  abd  the  like,  could  succeed.  When  you  got  below  and  took 
Port  Qibscm,  Great  Gulf^  and  the  vicinity,  I  thought  you  should  go  down 
tJie  river  and  join  General  Baqks ;  and  when  you  turned  northward,  east 
of  the  Big  Black,  I  feared  it  was  a  nustake.  I  now  wish  to  make  a  per> 
ional  admowledgment  that  you  w^re  right,  and  I  was  wrong 

Tours  very  truly, 
(Bigne^  A.  Likoolk. 


i 
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ttrnvrauTf  «;tTH  Fobww  Opmnq— With  SiCHApinns.— ^U^tbrdt  Jobxbox's  Ckuiok.— 


BuTLiB  Bkuetmd  or  E 

Tp^  falj  of  Yiolfpbntig  wd  Fwt.Sodwii.tq^ed;  tlw:  ^{iisiafwfvj  'B'W 

«cL    >G»6Tal)le]%^giipi«r^|»&fpF.s,^ia|ttHt^  i«feeti9d  the  b«iiJ«  t^ff  tb* 

Bhooting  rifle-bolletB  at  pasaing  steamboata ;  huS  tooft,  wr  gp)ibf«U>  uldamd 

(Im  mpT  «|  «U  thew  wiOPyiwuMs.     'We.:Ofiuiot;,  j^wfiafe,  ftul  •  more 

aK)ropriate  place  tlian  thi»,,.h>,  ^#, ».  W«f  WJp«»t  of  tl»  i^yolutiqn 

vhich  was  t^iii{[  gUce  in  jtli^e  SJ^t  cpfnpi^eroial  citj  near  the  mouth  of 

Hie  river.  .  , ,  ,     _ .        ,         . 

lemttreUow-cMtt^i^f  Qenpral  BqUar'g o»nyaiffi in 

^pire  an  pepeaiij  history.    ."Vy^e  we  tJ^e  wwd  cawfc 

V'Orl^^ii^  ff^  «i^  w^Pty's  t«rribpi7.    Its  p^nMtioa 

ihp*tiJetJt«pif,i^Jwd  con;&ti^(,e*  ns  KJth.mnaketiy 

t  pnce  cflfBOiwiiJpr-ift-aUijef  aiid  th«  annj  of  oocop* 

9  p^p  ffoftd  Ijip.posilfiwif,,  ,  ^e*ij  by  he^A  he  leg^ped 

rtJiB.    Day  i^s  ^  ^  pi^w  isbel  atnangtha  aii^  trwt8i 

ftc^  the  Bf^aKfttiona  fee  »  ?«w  ^i^erty  *w»d  »  ne^ 

|8,  vho  ^te«»^tfl4  to'jj^raert  tlw4r.Wp*aI  flw  ^'i^ 
opa  fo^  i£el)^n*j6  ^^l.I*opwtj:>  TOTS  ^|^tiqnic,yjr 

.      ,»tt«r|  (ii«yrBtiyif  .jPfts  yrjafir  yijftr  i&F.iyis^  .  Tl'^j 

flooded  the  B^ate  pepw-t^^t  yith  indignSnt  remonatrancee  and  one- 
tided  Btatemeiits  fn  vain;  General  Bntler's  iem  ]tigii:.'pea  pnnued  them 
with  speellj-  fixpoaure  and  defeat.  The  Secretai^  of  State,  anaoua  to  avoid 
any  collision  with  foreign  poweis,  would  doabtleaa  have  been  glad 
to  relinqniah  much  of  the  property  eaved  for  the  Government,  to 
have  been  spared  the  repeated  shocks  to  his  diplomatic  serves  which 
were  ^ven  by  General  Batler's  persiBteDce  in  onearthing  and  visiting  with 
eondign  pnnishment:  treason  or  aids  to  treason,  under  ai^  and  all  disgaiM 
«f  foreign  protection. 

The  British  Guard,  a  military  company,   composed   of  old  English 
residents  of  Kew  Orleans,  had  seen  fit  to  donate  to  General  Beauregard 
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thniff  HTftiTft  ffiitiit  Ttf  ttmn-  gMoirtTCTiMitfLiMyA  tiiiifngmfL  QfiD6Fal>  Btatlafy 
qvtljE  gt^¥9  tbppe  «f  ^b60i  wW  jren^c^Bad  m  th^  oiij  4iW!  c)ioio0  a£  ao^opir^ 
ja^jiog  tbf£r  t|AifayB^:or  of  beiog  gea^  ap  pnaoB^ai  W  IVrfe  JmskaoA^ 
!^ JEMtiA  CSwsul  fiftaUj  f0(»f94  4^r  tbt^l  fi^  tbe.  pnidm^  Sta(te  Bor 

were  consequ^^f  4^t^4oB4  bat  a.fiiv  ^iK^kfW    ; 

Bank  0I  If<9W  Orle^n^  i^  Mi&  b^in^  JA  tib^  aeU^<^  ih^  J)«teli  Qowi^ 
1^  f^a^pA  iv^tPciCHMsr  W  to  light  w4  ^^J^diMtioo,  u&dar.jthe  (q^enttfoo* 
of  Gei^ep^l  ^Ufje'f  magio.  wwd.  fyfi  tha  deft^fstion  qf  hiddm  tn^aam^f 
Aka  f^otbgr  jNmt^i^  mop^,  n^j  ^  liiiSft  b^Voigk^  to  the  Bm^  lof 
STerv  Orlaani^  mi  QYer,  wlpob,  j^X8oi¥i^bpi9]90ipQ«9§  oif  ipofffei^tU^^^heQiii;^ 
had*  b^aa  ildlfoUy  tlu^w^.ti^e  i^rtdtootian  of  tii^  FreB^  flagi  waa.  twiMh 
imed  to  tb^  I(ati(OMl  QgypHMPwfcr  !Not  long  aifterwaDdB  a  la^ge  qua^titjgfr 
^flogar  wmi  seized  bj  Q«9e^  Bitfles,  i^ppn;  dia^inct)  proof  that  it  ^aa  to  bi» 
i|ie^  fop  tbe  bepefit  of  tbe  Comft^enAe  Qovenuoaat  in  Euzope;  wd  lo^ 
thwe^  forpigli^  otffi^idar— 4be  F^i^liah^  tha  I>mdv  and  the  Qseek — Bpriag 
fi^rwani  &i?  il#.,refi^a'  Oar  Qtffvermntmt^  eager  for  the  tainga  of  p^ae0| 
4aai4«d  th^oii^  an  agents  Kf.  {taverd;  Johiifion,  sent  oipi  to  iuveatjgato 
Ui«i9  and^iimUfo^  ina^t^B,  that  Qaneral  Bnil^'a  zeal  and  deyotiosa  to  theijr 
btoraats  hadyin.  tbaee  tbxef  ipftta^oea^  led  h^  to  ov-eistqp  the  booAda  ^ 
^qpedi^mji  apd  p^bajpa  <^  xight  B^t  ih«  coQ9pb  had  leaned  a.lee8a^ 
which  did  not  eaoape  tbeix  meiQpriea  dnri^  the  rem^dar  of  Gene^n^ 
(ott^c'f  adwniptraibi<»V  And  ther^  ia  no  qji^tiofi  that  hia  timelj  and 
Icmblo  d^a^ybag  with,  theaa  enon^itieai  for  m^  tb^y  m&dovbtedlj  vere  ii^ 
ipito  o^  3I11  Ke^erd J  Jc^uaaovi'a  d^oinpot^  wa^  a  lasting  preyentive  of  re^ 
peated  and  bolder  attempts* 

Jia%  nptbing  inijfn^ral  Pjoilar'a  ea9:eer  ia  Kew  Orleans  ahowB  aoAirci- 
bl|' the  almost  oinnipotence  of  g  master-mind  empoweredy. as  hia  trinmpban| 
yietorj  over  tlM^  deadly  and  t^rrannoiis  seoi^rgej  yeUow  fever.  Few  pecsoiui 
at  the  North  haira  fiUlj  TeaJized  thf  f^tent  of  its  ravages.  In  some  of  its 
wqmt  j^ea^  it  ha^^exmedad  the  Great  Plag^f  of  London,  in  1665^  whioh 
dfistarojed  onlj  one  oat  of  thurteen^  Ii^  19/53,  in  New  Orleans,  the  yellow 
fe^er  slew  one  out  of  ten  of  the  total  popnlati<m,  and  one^out  of  ft>nx  e| 
those  who  were  n^a^climated  Gen^:^  ButlsTr  after  carcfol  research  and 
it^djr  of  m^^dioal  acienoi,  became  ctnvinoed  that  all  cowtrief  whiere  &ost 
wa9  khowu  woi^  be  free  ^m  thia  ^M^  pestileBce  if  it  were  not  imported* 
To  decide,  upon  (^  point  wa^,  with  hixn,  pr^oticaUj  to  abolish  the  diseasei 
smoe  absplnito  qruH-^Jitmo.  was  pp^bl^  Here  again  he  encoi^ntered  1^ 
front  of  bold  a^  tf4ioiia  antagpnislx^  as  senselofs  as  it  was  irritating; 
Here  .#gain  the  State  D^^jtiwnt  was  appeaJifd  to  with  floods  of  misrepror 
setttaticm  and  protect.  B^t  here  th9  master,  will  and  the  good  caose  oame 
pff  entirely  yietoriouB.  lu  his  ownfrtmng  words,,  whieh  warn  not  gaiar 
laid  i^t  Washii^gtany  he  writes  >^ 

^  l(y  ^dfjra  As^  inq[>eratiTe  and  diftinet  to  mj  health  (^Scem,  to  sulg'eet 
all  ye^a^  commg  &ont  ipJM^  po^  to  im»h  j^  fnaranti^  aa  t^aU  inswf 
safety  £rom  disease.  Vhethei^oneday  oironehnndred  isneoes«W;«>r  the 
purpose,  it  will  be  done.    It  will  be  done^if  it  is  naoessai?  to  tah^  thf 
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^^teBB^  to  j^ieoes  to  do  it|  so  long  ias'th^UnitedSlatailiiui  the  phyffieal  power 
to  enforee  k.  I  kave  aabmitted  to  the  jtidgment  of  toy  very  eompetrat 
siaveoni  at  tiiie  qtuufantine^  the  qaeetioii  of  the  l^igih  of  time  and  the 
aefaon  to  be  tidLen  to  iiisare  safety.  I  haTe  by  no  order  mterfoed  with 
)m  diBcretion;  If  he  ^MnkA  ten  ditys  stri^cient  in  a  given  ease,  be  it  «o;  if 
forty  in  another,  be  it  bo;  if  one  hundred  in  anoAer,  be  it  00.'' 

The  teiBfait  of  this  philanthropie  and  nnsw^rring  eonrse  wag,  that  the 
snmmef  heats  came  and  passed  away,  and  no/ever  I  fihips  fiW  Nassau' 
ilnd  Havana,  where  the  eontagions  death  raged  nndheoked^  bronght  their 
*  tn^ieal  storee  and  delivered  titom^ — ^bnt  no  fever  I  Twenty  tiionsand  men, 
not  rimply  nnacicfimated  to  the  Soath^  bnt  bom  and  aodimated  at  tlie  ex* 
treme  NorA,  spent  the  entire  season  inNew'Orleanfr^-and  no  fever !  One 
single  ease  is  said  to  have  been  bron^t  on  shore  from  a  Kassan  steamer, 
late  in  the  season,  when  the  preeantions  were  less  rigorons,  owing  to  the 
inpposed  lessening  of  the  p^,  bitt  such  stringent  meagnres  were  taken 
that  no  contagion  followed.  For  the  flrst^  time  in  the  history  of  New 
Orleans,  the  d^y,  and  the  strangers  in  her  midst,  passed  nnharmed  through 
the  oMeal  of  a  summer's  constant  intercourse  with  the  tslties  where  the 
pestilence  walked  for  weeks  in  power,  and  whose  shqis  had  always  befcnre 
Vonght  sure,  fatal,  and  inremediable  contagion  into  her  borders.  Thus 
inA  baffled  and  disappointed  one  oft  tiie  <flnef  hopes  of  the  rebels,  malig- 
Ifant  as  cowardly,  that  disease  would  prostrate  and  thin  out  the  army 
which  their  swords  were  not^many  and  heavy  enough  to  vanquish. 

In  the  mean  tSme,  tixe  strong  hand  and  will  of  tiie  commander-IU'^hief 
were  slowly  gathering  up  all  tiie  stitDgti  and  currents  needfhl  to  be  held 
and  turned  in  the^  managemmt  of  tiie  practice  daily  life  of  the  one  hun* 
dred  and  fifty  thousand  inhabitants  of  New  Orleans. 

Surly  seeeesioni^  traders  were  obliged  to  open  their  stores,  and  retaQ 
their  wares  alike  to  friends  and  fees.  Mechanics,  and  artisans,  and  labor- 
ers of  all  kinds  were  siibfected  to  tiieharddiip  of  being  forced  to  work  for 
good  wages.  Bailroads  were  put  and  kept  in  itmning  order,  as  fhr  as  our 
lines  extended.  Every  efibrt  was  made  to  induce  the  holders  of  produce 
and  the  owners  of  plantations  to  prepare  to  resume  tixe  natural  commercifll 
Interchange.  On  behalf<^the  Goverament,  the  gen<md  himself  initiated 
the  exportation  of  augar,  and  endeavored  to  obtain  cotton  tot  the  same  pur- 
pose. Much  calumny  has  been  heslped  upon  his  head,  in  consequence  of 
his  efforts  at  this  timeto  reisstale eoanmerce.  Operations  begmi  and  car- 
ried on  solely  witii  a  view  to  the  mterei^  ^  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment and  of  the  New  Orleans  citizens,  and  tiie  profits  of  which  were  paid 
into  the  United  States  Tretisn^,  were  assumed  and  declared  to  be  fer  his  own 
p^«onal  i^grandizement.  Fortunes  niade  in  NewOrieans  at  this  time  bj 
Northern  men  6f  sufficient  businesB  capacity  to  avail  themselves  of  A^ 
extraordf&arf  relative  eonditicm  of  the  maikets  of  New  York  and  New 
Orleans,  were  assumed  and  declared  to  have  been  made  fi;^dulentiy  \fj 
his  connivaaiice  and  to  his  profit.  But  the  testimony  of  those  who  know 
liim  most  intiknately,  and  of  tiiose  who  have  investigated  most  thoroughly 
into  the  documentary  reoordi^  of  his  wfaninistiraticvi,  is  strong  and  conclave 
tn  favor  of  his  entire  ujaJgJitnesB. 
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Ose  instance  ^wim;!!  is  eiren  m  Parton^  teemoir  6f  nn  ntferlT  miUHdid- 
ed  charge  again-t  tim,  maf  be  regarded  «  a  8«»ple  <^«H,lSHtj.«f  all 
the  accusations  ^^(^Ii  have  been  Immgltt  against  Ms  l^mesty.  A  small 
quantity  of  cotton  had  heen  Aipped  hj  Mm,  to  be  b(M  fn  ike  Boston 
market,  and  chanced  to  arrive  before  the  j^i^iBTelstive  to  l&e  transaction. 
General  Butler's  own  account  is  as  follows  :— 

^This  cotton  was  captured  hj  the  navy  on  boafd  a  small  sokooner, 
which  it  would  have  be^n  unsafe  to  senrd  to  sea.  1  needed  the  schooner  as 
a  lighter,  and  took  her  ft-om  the  navy.  What  diouM  be  done  with  the 
Cotton?  A  transport  was  going  home  empty.  It  would  cost  tfa^  United 
States  nothing  to  transport  it;  To  whom  dionld  I  send  itt  To  my  quar- 
termaster at  Boston?  But  I  supposed  him  on  the  way  here.  Owing  to 
the  delajTs  of  the  expedition,  I  found  all  the  quartermaster's  men  and 
artisans  on  the  feland,  whose  services  were  indispensable,  almost  in  a  stale 
of  mutiny  for  want  of  pay.  I  had  seventy4vef  dollars  of  my  own.  The 
sutler  had  money  he  would  lend  on  my  draft  on  my  private  banker.  I 
borrowed  on  such  draft  about  four  l3ionsand  dollars,  quite  equal  to  the 
value  of  the  cotton  as  I  received  it,  and  wiA  the  money  I  paid  the  Oo^^ 
emment  debts  to  the  laborers,  so  that  their  wives  and  ddldreii  need  not 
starve.  In  order  that  my  draft  shouM  be  paid,  I  'sent  the  ootton  to  my 
correspondent  at  Boston,  with  directions  to  seH  it,  pay  Ihe  draft  out  (^  ^e 
IHToceeds,  and  hold  the  rest,  if  any,  subject  to  my  order,  so  that,  npon  Ihe 
account  stated,  I  might  settle  with  the  Oovemm^xt 

*^  What  was  done?  The  Government  seized  the  coMm  withotit  a  word 
of  explanation  to  me,  kept  it  till  ft  had  depreciated  tea  per  cent.,  and 
allowed  my  draft  to  be  didionored ;  and  it  had  to-be  psdd  out  of  tiie  little 
fbnd  I  left  at  home  for  -dye  support  of  my  children  in  my  absence.''  It  is 
only  just  to  the  Oovemment  to  add  that  the  money  was  afterwards  re- 
fbnded. 

G^eneral  Butler's  reform  and  reSstabUshment'c^  the  cBrrenoy  of  the  eity, 
were  among  his  most  characteristic  and  skSMil  measures.  He  fomid  it 
tottering  on  the  verge  of  general  insolvency.  Oonfoderate  notes  and  worth- 
less shinplasters  of  all  sorts  and  kinds  were  the  only  apparent  circulatiiig 
medium.  The  banks  had  specie,  but  it  washiddini.  They  were  buymg  in 
Oonfod^mte  botes  at  a  discount,  and  issuing  them  at  par.  General  Bvtler 
Issued  an  order,  fotbidding  ^e  circulation  of  Confederate  notes  after  the 
87th  of  May.  The  banks  rejoined  immediately,  warning  all  parties  having 
deposited  Confederate  ndtes  With  Ihem  to  wilMraw  them  before  the  37th 
of  Hay,  or  assume  the  risk  themselves.  General  Butler,  stung  to  foil 
Wrath,  by  ihe  crafty  design  cm  the  part  of  the  banks  to  save  tiieir  own 
wealth  and  ruin  the  fortunes  of  the  community,  retaliated  upon  them, 
before  sundown,  by  his  well-known  General  Order  No.  80,  ia  which,  after 
sternly  recfapitulating  and  exposing  &e  detaSs  and'  bearings^ef  their  eon- 
dtiet,  he  ordered  that  aH  banks  and  aU  private  bankets  diould  pay  out  no 
more  Confederate  bills  to  their  depositors,  but  shctdd  pay  in  girfd  or  sil- 
ver, or  bills  of  the  bank,  or  treasury  notes ;  tiiat  ril  persons  hkving'  issued 
ddnplasters  should  redeem  them  in  one  of  the  above-mentioned  mediums, 
on  penalty  of  confiscation  or  imj^risonment;  that  private  bankers,  oai  eodii* 
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tttbttof  ibM?  y^eifr  to  a  oominMonffB^  TPonldbe  a^li<»rifaad  to  iflfqe  pptet 
to twe-tbiidgiof  tbe  «mamrtf  o^.tbAtinoorparat^  l^onb  weie  anthoiiwl 

Tlie  iflfaa of  tkig  (urdep  wa»  vf lii^  and  salvation  to  the  Tn^tiffip  of  die  peot* 
pte;  1mi&  te  t)ie  ba^kfis  gaU-  and  bittagogia  xta  effaot  oil  therpeople  wai^ 
Buch,  that  a  Confederate  officer  i^gaMto  h»ya  remarVed  that  it  wai  eqpiT^ 
idest't^  a  HQ^^ipeiamt  <^tww^  thoiuMtnd nn^ea  to  the.Uni<m,armx.  In 
the.  000196  of.  a  few  W0e)c8,  othei;r  ordesa  loBow^  deereeing^  the.  gorrander 
to  the  Fnjited  &Mm.  Goveiptwient  of  all  the  Ooi^fiadcprata  land&hekl  by 
\mBSm  or  ^i^¥id|(ii|Ia,,aHd  inwrii^  tbepHijwant  of  many  obligations'  to 
l!>foi&6ra  lUiedifoTBi  whic^  had  beeal9«ig  before  v^^arded^  by  then  «» hope^ 
Ifi^alylqati 

Li  a  vei^  few  weekd  the  dprropjicj  of  tike  dtgr  was  eataUiabed  on  a  aoond 
baak^  the  laboring  ainl  Huddle^ehuM^  wara  fteed  &Qm  the  appiaeha{nAion  of 
rnfai,  ai»d  avviy  tbiiig.  baM^foad  a jp-adnal  retmn  af  oonftdeaoe  and  atf 
tfvity,       '  - 

Daring  tha  montba  <^' Jiuia  aiMb  Jnlj  the  repeated  atid  exaggerated 
ramai^of  diaaaiiertotbeTJaioiiJSwrfe^'in  Yiiigima  kindled  aaaw  and  amboldt 
aned^  the  animoail;;  o|^  th^  eaoaeai^niBt  mw^  and  women  in  New  Qrleang^ 
Se^a:aL  di^gaaeeftil  and  dia<Bde]4y  eshibitioBa  ooowrad  ia  poblicy  bnt  wera 
apeeciilj  aileaefd  apd  anHimarily  dealt  wiitv  Aniong  oihem^  the  £uned 
Mr^  FbJUi|^t  waa  aentan^  to  confinement  on.  Ship  lalaiK^  for  having 
insulted  the fimeral proeasaionof  &e bra^^ Uentenaat  De Kay,  by  lan^* 
^  iood^  ae»d  aansiHocHMtidy  oa  her  baloony  while  the  body  was  being 
bi^me  bmath  h^  waadowar  Eor^thf  stdceofihosejltowhiahshebehmged, 
it  ebonU  bo  laeosdad  tbat^  aft^  her  release^  aba  bad  the  graqe  to  daaW<^ 
ti^atb  she  had  iM>i  dpp^  ikifi  miwoni^afjy  aodahaoiafHl  tbing  by  intent,  ba^ 
that  h^  ilMibxied  mamwfpit  ^x^ioeedad  j^^ 

Towards  the  latter  part  of  Jnne,  an  occurrence  took  place  in  Generai 
Ikitler'it  eoinroa^dj  ^diieb  oi^;ht  to  haro  cipnwinpedi  tb#'  iwsl  bitter  of  his 
ene^ttia^  thfit  hia  ^oitiae,  aei^raae  aa  it  wae»  took:  aa  quick  ocgnixaace  <4 
erimea  connnitted  by  JP^deyala  aa  of  Aoaa  eonunitted  by  i«Sela.  Fmm 
Union  aeMiiiBs^  eonvie^  of  belm^ng  Ixx  a  gang  who  ayatematicaUy 
pbnadaiad  eitiaena^  housec^  njider  pretence  of  military  ordera  of  searcl^ 
werabui^  itoi theo&nae  within fivedays  <^  iha oonunisaion. of  th&deed} 
^ffti  tbia rigoniKia senlBisoe  waa  execrated  in^i^ite  ci  the  tears  and  entreatiei 
^  the  imiea  of  two  of  tba  men,  and  oi  many;<^  General  Bntler'a  frieada 

One  ef  hia  ipal  meaam^&r  lidding  tb^  fAtj  of  tcaitara  in  powar,  was 
1^  pmsaribiii^^  different  Sums  of  oa^  one  &r  tba  citueena,  aM  one  for 
imig^i  ]»euta^  The  lattair  wa^  formed  pvacisely  af^r  the  <Miitb  which 
had  been  takfa  by  the  mai^beM  of  the  £uiopean  &igada,  in  the  q^ring 
of  1861,  ^  tp  lupforty  protaa^  and  dafiBnd  tba  Oon#titation  of  the  State  and 
of  &e  Conladarate  StataSie' '  md  which  Jbad  been  ^n  claimed  to  bo  aa  aei 
of  unqueat^oned  fkeukfolUjgl  Sa£»«  the  7&  of '  Arigast,  aleven  tbonsaod 
flOften.  bvndred  and  tm^B^tiy^^brm.  peia^ons  had  taken  itha  citLsen's  oaibfr 
twa  tbonaa^d  four  bupdved  md  nina^nine  that-  for  foreign  nentraL^  and 
four  thoafwyid  nine  bnndra^  im^  ^hii^tbroe  pi^vateo  and  two  hundred  and 
el«!vanf^i%(Bv».Q£  the  ClonfiRdfV^  awv  bad  gir^n  their  oath  of  aUeg^oew 


OBKBBAL    BUTL®B*8    OJLUrJkl^^  IK   tS'B'W    OBLBANS 

Afteor  Ma  foUM^A  the  aMMng  «f  lihe  9«qfndB43att--]iMe  -teo  qptedilf 
*aiid  none  loo  ^woepiagly^.nBo^irB  had  iiMmd  Aotd  id  tiieir  mmiar,  befove 
£aten  BMgf^  maa  iffao^itfaepiimoiiBdi^  1^ 
ndth  o«r  ofioiM  I  SJcc.theoHmd-amift^ifmie'VQiMteii^hai^^ 
aiitboiMeR**HBix  thonaapd  arms  nUch  would  sudoubtaAj  ^harm  been  in- 
tto&tlj  pMOted  towaids  the  hoorto  of  our  brwe  fosirteeii  thomoad  men, 
hftd  tbive  be4a *  rebel  tfttadcupoa  thd  ciifyy  '0ritbi»  least  Jiopv  «£  a  sBooeoi- 
M  uprifikg  in  it  * 

On  tiie  17th  of  JaljiM»  finally  fmmi  hjOaagmHk  -die  OonAMaiicm 
Act,  wbidb  provided  ^ir  immedkle  irwnfgoatim  of  all  piopeitj  bdooiging 
to  c^oe4ud4e»B  under  the  Ooaftderate  Q^fwnmeftl^  jaid  eqai^Lwttiop  wiAdn 
ffictj  days  after  the  Prendeat^  Amaerty  Prodaniatkik,  Jnly  SfiA,  of  aU 
pvopeity  belonging  to  dteloj^l  ^idieBB  or  frhn/tm  ia'.^ia  Oonfedecate 
aany.  A  leM  ready  end  poweiftd  miwl  woaM  ha«»  basn  baffitd  and 
jMipIexed  by  tbe  Mhemea /ajid  mancoiovDeB  of  ithe  veaMiy  iwiowioninte  in 
Kew  Orleans  to  escape  the  effect  of  this  act,  by  transferring  tiieir  propeet^ 
ia  all  eoiPts  of  fiwtUions  ways.  Sntarcbr. after  order  #o(m  fi«nend  tBurtler's 
dictatev's  ,pm  shot  np  One  doer  after  ttiother^and  le£k  them*ao*altBmatiTO 
bat  loyalty,  beggary,  or  the  gioweat  disbcHieityi  Of  ootuae.they  oboaa 
tha  latter.  Had  the  Goyernment  at  WaafaingtoaaastaixiedGbneral  Bottle 
e&otive  meaaores  at  tUe  cnua,  the  rebel  oaoae  weald  hava  been  yaa^ 
weakened,  and  greater  respect  won  for  the  Administration.  Bat  the 
gratifying  deoisioiie  of  Mr.Bevady  JohiiBOQ,  retonaiag  laiUiona  of  dcUars 
into  the  rebel  hands,  firom  whieh  General  Bnder  had. sequestered  them, 
emboldened  than,  eren  to  the  parish  thierres,  oooUy  to  lay  thenr  i»padeiit 
ckdms  £>T  exraoption  aad  veetomtioa  before  onr  Departments.  General 
Butler  sajia  cnrtiy,  in  eme  remonstrant  letter  wrong  fiionr  him  by  this 
species  of  provocation:  ^^  Another  snoh  coBunissiotier  asMix^  Jdmson,  sent 
to  27ew  Orieans,  wonld  render  the  cily  nwtenahla" 

Bnt  among  all  the  perplexities  and  dxfibnMes^whieh  hedged  the  Fed- 
.eral  adminiatration  of  the  eaceesionist  city,  none  oonqpared  with  tiie  daily^ 
hourly  question,  iriudi  <»fdd  .nc^  be  answered,  and  which  toatdd  xHvt  be 
deferred:  ^^  What  is  to  be  done  with  the.Uaok  mmV'  Wbmk  onrtroopB 
first  stepped  on  the  Lonisiana  shores,  there  stood  awaiting  them-one  falacl: 
Mend  for  eirery  white  foe*  in  Kew  OiieaBB,  oat  of  eae  hundred  and  fifly 
thousand  inhaHtants,  tweniy-ei^  thoaaand  were  Warir*-*ten  thonaand 
of  them  tbeing  free  men.  In  ^le  parisbaB,  ihe  profaniion  of  slaTea  to 
white  DMa  was  lax^  in  some  even  aa  laige  as  Ihiee^oncfcha.  Every  Uack 
faoa  was  tamed  ^cpectantify  tons  for  new  freedom.  Every  maaterHi  dntoh 
tightened  angrily  at  onr  qprproach.  Law  and  the  Ooontitution  were  on  the 
side  ef  the  master.  God  and  the  Tev<dation  had  not  ydt  spoken  ao  loudly 
and  nnmistakably  on  the  side  of  the  slavte^  that  the  Gotemmant  at  Wadi- 
Ington  was  forced  to  nnstop  both  ears  atid  obey;  while  the  eld  adroeates 
of  Bixfery  were  still  mgingimeastires  of  oampromiBe. 

Clenaral  MeClallan  car^nUy  atotained  from  grraig  aay  inatraotionB  to 
General  Bntler  on  the  sabject.  President  liacohi^  in  the  la^guge  ci  the 
soheols,  ^  was  not  prepared ''  to  define  the  polioy  whadi  the  Adminiatra- 
tiau  would  pmsae*     Li  the  mean  time,  GsDeral  Bntler  was  left  to  meet 
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the  daeily  iflsiies'£u)e  to  ikee  aloBe-*-^oii6  tor  take  ti^ 
GiBions,  and  alone  to  bear  &e  bnmt  of  the  blanfes,  in  oaae  the  meaaiuttB  made 
neoeflsarj  and  inentaUe  bjnneentrollable  eiynimiBtancea,  drew  domm  upoa 
the  Gbvemment  more  outeide  preBsure  of  abuse  and  r^monfelaraiiee  than 
they  oonld  withstand*  Tins  position  was  sanely  nailiber  enviable  nor  easy. 
Seylla  and  Oharybdis  were  small  reeks  to  ran  npon^  in. comparison  with 
^eonser native''  and  ^* abolilioniBt"  A  less,  masterly  hand  wonU  b^ve 
made  shipwreck ;  and  his  might  have  done  so,  had  it  not  had  the  double 
goidaneeof  an  antagomstio  Aiad  aaad  heaH^  whieh  aiiramatiTely  stayed  and 
impelled  his  motion.  By  strong  eonmtian  and  political  association,  he  • 
tended  to  the  support  of  tiie  mastero ;  by  native  soorn  o^onftrage^  and  sym- 
pathy with  the  helpless,  he  found  himself  gradnally  d^Murting  fromtibe  old 
view.  The  artide  of  war  forbidding  the  return  of  ftigitive  slaves  to  their 
masters^  did  not  meet  the  question  at  alL  It  was  a  relief,  but  so  negative 
and  mecHn]^0te^  that  it  foil  forshort  of  what  was  intended  to  be  accom- 
plidied  by  it 

The  negroes  flodced  by  hnndrsds  into  our  Hnes.  Ai  emry  estaUidied 
Union  post  they  swarmed,  and  must  be  diqweed  o£  Harb<^i»g  involved 
subsistence,  and  the  problem  grew  more  and  more  v^tious  and  intricate 
every  day.  Still  ike  tardy  Ctovemment  looked  back  from  ihe  fdow^  and 
left  its  representatives  in  a  more  hopeless  and  nnendnrdide  bewildermeDt 
than  it  knew. 

General  Phelps,  a  brave,  loyal,  zealous  man,  who  was  in  command  at 
Carrolton,  seven  miks  from  New  Orleans,  and  whose  camp  was  literally 
throi^ed  with  black  fugitives,  grew  imrestrainably  restless  nnder  the  inao- 
ti<m  <^  the  Govenmient ;  and!,  seeing  clearly  what  they  were  forced  to  see 
mondis  later,  attempted  to  form  and  drill  black  regiments.  Qenersl 
Butler,  however  mudi  he  vsi^^  sympadiise  in  General  Phelps's  ardent, 
glowing,  and  patriotic  sentiments,  did  not  feel  that  at  that  crisis  it  would 
be  either  right  or  politic  to  carry  them  into  effect.  Technically  he  was 
right,  and  General  Phelps  was  wrong,  l^brndly,  and  also  profdietically, 
General  Phdps  took  a  higha^  stand  than  had  been  taken  by  any  officer  ia 
the  United  States  army -^hi^er  than  his  own  great  myodesty  vrill  aUow 
him  to  believe. 

His  letter,  to  use  his  own  simple  expttession,  ^^  concerning  a  laige 
number  of  negroes,'^  is  an  immortal  prodnetioii,  clearly  setting  forth  the 
inconsistency,  inhumanity,  and  inexpediency  of  irtie  attitude  of  tha  United 
States  Gtrv^mment  towards  the  slaves,  and  indicating,  in  an  uuanswerable 
manner,  the  v^  poUcy  which  months  afterward  they  we^  foroed  to  adopt 
But  he  was  not  exempt  from  the  finte  of  all  true  i^ormers,  of  whran  the 
world  does  not  in  the  oots^  know  its  need.  The  antagonism  between  his 
truth  to  right,  and  the  Administration's  ;>alsied  clinging  to  wrong,  was  too 
great  to  be  soothed  orqnieted  Betiming  his  commission  to  the  President, 
he  witiidrew  to  his  native  moontaios,  whose  green  solitudes  and  granite 
strengths  had  done  much  to  make  him  the  single-hearted,  dear-ei^ted 
patriot  he  was.  Months  after,  when  the  slow  march  of  events  had 
brought  the  Government  and  the  country  to  his  standpoint,  and  black 
men  in  the  North  and  the  Sooth,  the  East  and  the  West>  were  being  armed 
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t»  igfafc  fcr  tbflBtfarivw  apd  1^  Aw  pMfley  ti^ 

PbelpB  &  iM^orgenQral'a  eoyiiniiwot^  H^.-wbw^  w»a  i^  natiMri^  one.  Hq 
imdd  Mciipt  it  if  it  w#i«  d«tod  mpon  .tl:#  dn/  of  his  rawgn^tioj^  To  thia 
th^  Pregideiit  rofived  to  aooade,  «i|  vlule  it  waold  1)0  onlj  Justice  to 
Qm^itil  Pliel{)e,  it  weald  be  also  a  eeasure  of  Qenersl  Butler,  vjioee  oaur. 
dns^  throogboQt  the  entm  cwtrovenqr  had  been,  magnaaimous  apd  coiir^ 
tetMH,  aad  in  keeping  wiihttbe  wishes  aod  positioii  of  the  Administration 
St  that  time. 

General  Phelps  was  firm  in  demanding  4ihe  official  vecqgnitian^of  the 
right-of  Us-own  eowae^  asd  deeliAed  an j  cmamission  nnaocompaoied  by 
it  KooAeyhowever^whoatadiescarelaUy  the  histocy  and  bearing  of  Gen% 
ral  Boiler's  deoisiow  in  all  qHestioBS  relating  to  ihe  rights  and  manag»- 
ment-of  bla<^  men  dnraag  H^  trying  period  of  nnoertain  policy,  can  UH 
(o  leoogniae  that  his  desive  was  for  their  yindioation  aii4  protection,  ^^  The 
htw  cf  Lonioana  for  the  correction  of  slaves,"  that  is^  for  th^  (sroel,  dss;- 
ttfdly  whipping  of  men,  womem  and  children,  was  quietly  but  effectively 
abrogated.  Major  Bell's  decisions  in  the  Provost  Oqurt  soon  established 
the  Uaek  man's  i^ht  to  legal  jusfioe*  In  one  of  the  first  iiistances  of 
sadi  a  decision,  it  was  so  satirically  mads  to  torn  on  the  admiasion  of  th^ 
eppoeng  party,  that  the  oeenrrenoa  ia  worthy  of  record  A  negro  was  on 
the  witsess'  stsoid.  ^^  I  olfaot,"  said  the  connsel  for  the  prisoner ;  ^^  by  this 
law  of  Louisiana,  a  negro  cannot  testify  against  a  white  man." 

*^  Has  Louisiuia  gone  out  of  the  Union  2"  asked  Mfgor  Bell,  with  that 
imperturbable  grtkvity  of  his,  which  vails  his  keen  sense  of  humor 

^^  Yes,"  said  the  lawyw, 

^^  Well,  then,"  said  the  judge,  ^  she  took  her  laws  with  her.  Let  the 
inan  be  swonL'' 

By  these  two  boons,  of  eomparatlve  .freedom  from  physieal  torture^  and 
power  to  obtain  legal  redlpeis  fcr  iajnstice,  Oenaral  Butlw  extended  to  the 
ikvee  of  New  Orleans  hope  aad  priunise  for  the  Aiture.  To  the  freedmen 
he  gave  more.  He  opened  recruitiag-offices  for  them ;  invited  and  stimu- 
lated dieir  enlistmttit  by  all  means  in  Jiis  power ;  gave  them  ezpej^fnced 
oHo&TB  and  the  best  poeeible  equipments.  Ia  fourteen  days  one  thousand 
men  had  enlisted.  In  a  few  weeks  two  batteries  of  artillery  and  three 
regiments  of  infantry  were  ia  fightiaig  order.  Their  hearts  were  in  the 
contest,  for  itb  stake  was  the  life  of  their  race.  Good  blood,  too^  kindled 
in  their  martial  tread.  ^^  The  darkest  of  them,"  said  Cieneral  Butler,  ^^  were 
about  the  complexion  of  the  latOf  lb.  Webster."  KoUe  service  they  did 
on  the  battle-fidds  of  Port  Hudson  and  Fort  Wagner,  silencing  all  doubts 
of  ihear  valor,  and  shaming  all  dislike  of  their  skin. 

As  the  summer  advanced,  the  perplexities  in  regard  to  the  negroes  in- 
creased. Ten  thousand'  ftigitives  were  in  the  oity  of  New  Orleans,  depend- 
ent upon  the  Government  for  daily  bread.  Great  numbers  were  in  all  the 
Um<m  camps,  and  <m  many  of  the  deserted  plantations.  Early  in  October, 
Genaml  Butl^  determined  to  undertake  the  working  of  these  deserted 
pkntations  by  the  fbgitive  slaves,  to  be  employed  at  fair  wages,  and  the 
proceeds  of  the  plantations  to  accrue  to  the  XTnited  States.  He  also 
matured  and  offered  to  the  loyal  planters,  a  project  for  the  trial  of  free 


\ 


Iftbor  on  'oiciii'  ^iiAiitetlcttkB. '  «ie  Mpiii&iwit  'lMak  It  iUtt^fis^mf  cikmmM 
one.    In  Kor6nibto,<}etienQ  Bntl^  #iyytoio  Preddettt  ^o^:-^ 

^o  had<eeMpiM^et«fr6iii  into  ovit  littetf,  Afi^94ia¥e  MM'tf^ni  b*K&  nnte 
wages,  -with  i%»  fistme  miu^hlneff  atrf  wifli  ibt  BacM  n^roed,  by  >fte^  labor, 
a  hog^ead  ftnd  a  half  mof^  <tf '  ^npa^  liM  beM  ttrtule  tn  'ft^  day,  thn 
^  Bver  before  loadtt  In^the.sktteitkae  <m  i^he- j^liUttg^oik  niMir  jdave 
labor.'^  , 

Lstter,  in  flie  sadie  letter,  lieHNkys  'ih^  j    .  I 

^Oettnn  it  is,  and  I  spedt  the -Almost  "mdvQiMdvetitbMtt^^  o^inim 
of  my  officers,  that  slateryiB^A^oiided.  I  !tttv«(  too  dttubt'^  it  And  with 
every  prejudice  and  eai^ty^ieadiiiig  %aSnit  ilko  i^tnlt  to  wlicb  my  mind 
)m&  been  irresistibly  1)ro^^l>y  my  e^^^lence  Ivdl^,  I  am'noW'dontinced: 

^  ^^  1«^.  That  lalx^f  can  be  done  in  iihis  Stato'bywMtos^  «tnd  inoM  eeonom- 
icafly,  thto  by  blades  <md  slaves 

*^  M.  That  l^k  labof  ean  be  ^  well  gbvi^med,  nsedy  aad  Mad#  ni 
profitable  in  a  titate  of  frei^om  as4n  A2Cfmtf. 

^  8(f.  That  while  it  worfld  ha^e  been  bettei^  eotild  ihis'  emandpttlion  of 
Che  ^Tee  be  gradual,  yet  it  is  (^tkitO'ftariUo,  <Bft«n  under  ibis  greaA  change, 
to  a  goTemmental  proposition,  to  (M-ganiise,  oontrd,  Imd  wotk  the  negro 
with  profit  and  safety  to  the  white  t  bttt  tUe  tMcbfebest  4eM  under  ndli* 
tary  supervision." 

These  clearly  stated  ptopoiStions,  'tiie  eAdet  ^  knl  >m  nKtuths^  close 
contact  with  shrery  and  Mack  men,'npM  a  pi^o-slavety  Democrat^  hawa 
grand  historical  importance.  One  year  later,  an  intefligent  ^ibaerver  (at  the 
tSonth  writes  :— 

^^  No  one  has  properly  noticed  how  well  the  slaves  in  &•  8e«th  lum 
maantatned  their  difflcnlt  pbeitfoiL  IVlienever  onr  iim^ee  have  aflfbrded 
them  an  opportnnity  to  bfeak  4iheSr  bonds,  ttiey  harve  done  it  promj^tly  and 
efficiently.  Bnt  they  have,  With  rate  frtideDee',  not  invcdved  themedvM 
in  dtffictdties  which  wonM  be  ihiMess  <^  •substantial  good  toiiiemselves.^ 

ib^free  laborers,  worthy  of  -and  tecmviti^  their  hire^  1^^  more  t^aa 
met  the  expectations  of  General  Bi^er,  heartily  ftnd  intelligenily -entering 
into  and  fulfilling  the  obligations  of  tiie  eontractfr  be  dreW  tip  for  ttbem. 

Farton  says,  in  his  admirable  Ikh  of  General  Butler :  ^^  A  whole  bode 
fhll  of  testimony  conld  b6  addnced  upon  this  point.  Their  perfect 
l)ehavior  has  often  been  remai^ked.^ 

Had  General  Bntler  remained  longer  in  command  of  the  department, 
lie  wotdd  have  lifted  the  corse  xX  elavery  from  some  thottsands  of  blacto 
owned  by  French  and  EngBshmcm,  mainljr  in  those  piLridies  which  were 
exempted  by  the  President  from  the  operation  of  the  Oonfiecation  Act 
English  law  made  it  a  penal  crime  for  any  English  subject  to  own  a  daws. 
French  law  made  it  equally  ill^l  f<H*  a  French  citizen  in  Lonisiicna  to  do 
so.  The  enforcing  of  these  laws,  and  the  rigorous  application  of  the  pro- 
visions of  th^  Emandpation  Act^  wocAd  have  'set  free  nearly  eighty  tium- 
eand  slaves  in  those  exempted  parishes.  But  from  this,  as  well  as  nrumbeff- 
less  other  uufbished  measures,  his  hand  wi^  by  a  singular  destiny ,  wddanl^ 
withdrawn. 
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'  :19]9  fiiititafy  'Operalknsi  dlttfing  Ocn^nal  'Bttdel's  ft^imioifitraticni  of 
the  Departmani  cf  tbe  Oukf  wcM  of  neoeitfitf  limited.  His  force  iraa 
ffwU,  aad  his  untwamng  psiiMiple  ins,  not  to  attempt  to  oonquer  more 
'«0ia^  tbeiL  Im  eoAld  ooeapj  pennaaeatlj — a  priHcipIe  'wliich  it  would 
faimbonibellM^ftrBB  iMtd  sH  -our  generah  hdd.  Genenil  McOkllan's 
Afdefft  .weore^  tiutt  ^sr  OldeMM  was  to  be  hM  at  all  sacriAoeB.  How  wdl 
^Ihat  i3ider  was  jotojued  has  been  •seen.  Operations  upon  Mobfle,  Pensaeola, 
sad  GalTestcm,  aad  theope^iig  of  tbe  Mississippi,  were  also  indicated  in  , 
Us  inslEBctioiiB,  and  iBenfofcements  pvomised  for  their  execution.  The 
-MMEdEbmemeBts  naprsr  came,  though  Oeneral  Batlco*  b^ged  unceasingly  for 
I  them,  asd  nuuie  clear  to  the  Qorerament  that  each  month's  deilaj 
wenU  mtBike  it  aeedAd  to  aend  thovsands  more  of  men. 

Our  iHtter  losaes  on  the  Misrisrippi  in  the  ed^es  of  1868  made  appar* 
iflBttto.trath^hia  statements.  In  Ihe  mean  .time  swarming  hordes  of 
guerrillas  rofvsed  through  thid  covntrj,  and  the  summer  was  a  series  of 
i&tigaijig  skirmishes.  Union  fiunittes  fled  to  the  city  for  protection,  report- 
ing the  fiendish  outrages  thej  had  endured.  Small  bands  ct  our  men, 
aiid«*  adFentniteus  leaden,  sallied  out,  foil  upon  them  when  they  least 
azpeotod  it,  and  retaliated  quick  v^geance.  The  hardihood  and  non- 
^slance  wilih  wtdch  a  iringle  company  of  ITnion  soldi^s  would  plunge  . 
into  the  hostile  depths  of  one  of  those  faifosted  parishes,  fifty  miles  away 
from  all  support,  ohaUei^ed  the  admiration  of  their  foes. 

In  tiie  Lafomrehe  Distxict  occurred  one  of  the  most  signal  affairs  of  the 
kind,  uoader  the  cemmand  of  Colonel  John  01  Eeith,  of  the  Twenty-dbst  In- 
diana BegJBwnt.  Four  of  our  soldiers,  sick  and  wounded,  were  being  care- 
fdlly  transported  to  New  Orleans  in  a  wagon,  and  had  the  ill  f(n*tune  to  faH 
into  a  gBcntUa  ambush.  Three  of  them  were  shot  dead,  their  bodies  kicked, 
trampled,  and  thrown  into  a  shallow  pit  in  Ihe  centre  of  the  heathen  town 
of  Hooma.  One  was  confined  in  a  dungeon ;  the  conrc^  escaped  to  tell  the 
tale.  In  a  few  days  four  hundred  Federal  soldiers  appeared  on  the  spot, 
with  two  pieces  <^  i^'tillery  to  enforce  tiie  lesson  they  had  come  to  teach. 
Leadicng  eiti£ens  of  the  town  were  driven  at  the  bayonet  point  to  the  grave 
jof  tha  murdeved  men,  forced  to  disinter  the  bodies,  lay  them  reverently  in 
coffins,  and  assist  in  their4)Uiial  in  the  churchyard  with  appropriate  reli- 
gions .ce(Deokoni6&  Forty-aight  hours  were  given  to  the  town  to  surrender 
the  murderers,  or  disclose  their  names,  with  the  alternative  of  utter  destruc- 
tion and  confiscation  if  they  refbsed.  In  bitter '  but  helpless  rage  they 
gave  aU  the  information  in  their  power ;  and  then  for  days  and  nights  our 
irave  men  scoured  the  country  in  pursuit  of  the  assassins.  The  chief 
effimders  e80ape<i^  but  several  of  the  band  were  captured,  and  the  planters 
who  had  Aelterod  them  were  severely  punished.  The  vile  caboose  in 
which  t)ie  wounded  soldier  had  been  confined  was  rased  to  the-  dust. 
The  Stars  and  Stripes  were  triumphantly  unfurled  from  the  court-house^  in 
the  centre  of  th^  town,  anfi  the  authorities  were  compelled  to  pay  a  con- 
sideraUe  sum  of  money  tc^ards  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  expedition; 
for  whodi  they  were  more  than  repaid,  however,  by  Oolonel  £eith's  gener- 
OQs  distribution  of  meat  and  other  stores  among  tite  starving  poor  of  the 

neigldtorhood.    A  Uttle  experience  of  sudi  fearless  and  instant  retiftutiMi 
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as  ihii,  would  have  mada  tlie  gnenillaa  in  Kentncikj'  and  Tenncnea  fiurlan 
dangerouB  enemies  tiban  they  proved  iiadar  a  milder  Byatem. 

Major  Strong's  expedition  np  the  Tangjpaho  TUvety  foor  the  purpose  of 
surprising  die  rebel  General  Je£  Thompson,  in  hie  headquarters  at  the 
village  of  Ponchatoula,  was  anothw  of  the  gallant  and  daring  enterfHassi 
rivalling  in  thc^ir  romance  the  tales  of  Froissart  Late  on  a  September 
afternoon  thero  sailed  fix>m  New  Orleans  on  their  deq>erate  veutore,  thuss 
companies  of  Maine,  and  one  of  Massaehuaetta  men,  with  their  brave  cap- 
tains, and  the  chivalrio  Strong  at  their  head.  At  midnight  ihey  were 
aground  on  the  sand-bar  at  the  mouth  oi  the  Tangipaha  With  difficulty 
they  worked  their  way  up  for  a  few  miles,  but  it  was  too  late  to  aocomplidi 
their  purpose  that  night.  In  the  mean  time  the  enemy  might  be  warned ; 
and  to  prevent  that  misfortune.  Major  Strong  ordered  the  seizure  of  every 
boat  on  the  river*  The  starving  inbabitants,  who  for  months  had  depended 
on  the  river  for  their  only  food,  resisted  with  tears  the  surrender  of  their 
last  resource,  unable  to  believe  that  a  generous  foe  would  return  them  in 
a  few  hours,  after  the  dangerous  emergency  had  passed.  In  abject  fright 
they  refused  to  render  to  the  Pederal  troops  the  slightest  service,  onleai 
they  would  promise  to  carry  them  away  with  them,  sayings  ^^  Fll  do  it  if 
jou  will  agree  to  take  me  away  with  you ;  if  yon  leave  me  here,  I  am  a 
dead  man  before  your  steambcAt  is  out  of  sight'' 

The  village  of  Fonchatoula  was  six  miles  from  the  river.  On  discover- 
ing in  the  morning  that  it  was  imposrible  for  the  steamer  to  reach  the 
point  at  which  he  had  proposed  to  land.  Major  Strong,  with  undiminished 
resolve,  formed  a  new  plan,  and  landed  his  fierce  at  the  termimis  of  a  rail- 
road leading  to  the  town,  and  ten  miles  in  length. 

Ooolly  the  little  band  of  one  hundred  and  twelve  men  pr^ared  for  the 
scorching  march,  under  a  Louisiana  sun,  over  a  railroad  trade  of  trestle- 
work  laid  through  a  swamp,  and  leading  to  unknown  dangers.  Some  of 
their  number  dropped  to  the  ground  under  the  &tal  sunstroke.  Faithfiil 
negroes  begged  them  not  to  proceed,  and  warned  thrai  that  the  town  was 
fortified  with  cannon ;  but  still  they  pressed  on,  entered  the  village  on  the 
fhll  run,  and  in  fifteen  minutes  had  routed  and  driven  out  the  rebel  guard, 
which  outnumbered  them  three  times,  and  had  six  pieces  of  artillery.  The 
rebel  general  had  left  the  village  on  thie  preceding  evening,  pix>bably  warned 
of  their  approach.  His  papers  and  am^s,  however,  were  seized.  Great 
quantities  of  supplies  were  destroyed,  the  telegraphic  instruments  were 
^oken  up,  and  tne  poet-office  rified  of  many  valuable  letters.  Bnt  there 
was  no  time  to  spend  in  ftirther  researches,  f(»*  the  rebel  General  Tboaip* 
son's  main  camp  was  but  nine  miles  distant.  Leaving  a  few  severely 
wounded  men  behind,  and  tearing  up  the  railroad  track  as  they  retpeated, 
to  prevent  pursuit  by  the  cars,  they  retraced  their  heroic  steps. ,  In  less 
than  an  hour,  shot  began  to  whizz  after  them  fr^m  a  howitzer-train  which 
had  been  run  down  as  far  as  the  rails  lasted.  But  their  precautions  had 
proved  effectual,  and  the  train  could  not  come  sufficiently  near  to  work 
them  any  harm.  Far  more  deadly  foes  were  heat  and  fs^dgne.  Men  be- 
came stupefied  and  delirious,  and  in^plored  to  be  left  to  die.  Officers  fell 
to  the  ground,  and  were  only  rotised  by  the  kind  brutality  of  kicks  and 
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•UowB  from  their  tireless  major,  whose  Titality  'never  fl^^gged  'tilt  he  had 
seen  the  last  man  of  his  con\piand  safe  again  on  the  deck  of  the  Geres. 

Gkoeral  Bntler,  in  his  report,  mentioned  this  raid  as  ^^  one  of  the  most 
-daring  and  tfuboessfiil  exploits  of  the  war ;  eqnal  in  dash,  spirit,  and  cool 
worage  to  any  thing  attempted  on  either  side." 

On  the  6tii  of  Angnst  a  combined  land  and  water  attack'  was  made 
upon  Baton  Eonge,  by  the  rebels.  The  scenes  we  are  now  describing  took 
place  in  1863,  nearly  two  years  before  the  fall  of  Yicksborg.  We  had  at 
Baton  Bonge  a  small  garrisoii  of  abont  twenty-five  hundred  men,  under  the 
command  of  the  heroic  General  Williams.  The  rebels  prepared  a  formida- 
ble ram  at  Yicksbnrg,  tiie  Arkansas,  to  assail  cmr  garrison  from  the  water. 
The  rebel  General  John  0.  Breckinridge,  at  the  head  of  eight  thousand 
troops,  was  to  make  a  simtiltaneons  and  suddeti  attack  by  land.  At  three 
o'clock,  Tuesday  morning,  in  the  glo<Hn  of  night,  and  enveloped  in  the 
dense  fog,  the  foe  made  ti^e  attack.  The  wakefrd  patriots  were  ready  for 
Ihem. 

The  first  impetuous  plunge  was  made  upon  the  Fourteenth  Maine. 
But  Aese  men  stood  firm  ais  their  own  granite  hills,  with  indomitable  cour- 
age breasting  the  assailing  rebel  force.  The  Twenty-first  Indiana  and 
Sixth  Michigan  were  soon  in  the  hottest  of  the  fight.  For  four  hours  the 
blood-red  waves  of  battle  rolled  to  and  fro.  It  was  death's  day  of  jubilee, 
for  the  contending  hosts  were  crowded  into  such  narrow  space  that  every 
bullet  fulfilled  its  mission.  General  Williams  had  just  said  to  the  Twenty- 
first  Indiana,  "  Boys,  your  field-officers  are  all  gone — ^I  will  lead  you,** 
when  he  fell  mortally  woimded. 

Colonel  Nickerson,  of  the  Fourteenth  Maine,  had  his  horse  shot  from 
imder  him  by  a  discharge  of  grape.  He  sprang  from  under  his  dying  steed, 
and,  waving  his  sword^  called  upon  his  men  for  one  more  charge.  By  ten 
o'clock  the  rebels  were  effectually  repulsed  and  driven  headlong  from  the 
field.  The  garrison,  many  of  whom  had  come  from  the  hospital  for  the 
fight,  were  too  feeble  to  pursue.  The  rebels  left  their  dead  behind  them. 
The  redoubtable  ram  Arkansas,  which  had  been  deemed  invulnerable,  met 
the  fete  it  merited.  The  patriot  Essex,  by  a  well-directed  fire,  broke  a 
hole  through  the  bows  of  the  rebel  iron-clad,  plunged  an  incendiary  shot 
into  the  hole,  which  shot  exploded  in  the  ship,  setting  it  on  fire.  Most  of 
the  crew  escaped  to  the  land.  The  ship,  wrapped  in  flames,  drifted  out 
upon  the  current  of  the  stream,  and  soon  blew  up  with  a  fearfal  explosion. 

''It  is,"  reported  Admiral  Farragut,  "  one  of  the  happiest  moments  of 
my  life,  that  I  am  enabled  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  destruction 
of  the  ram  Arkansas ;  not  because  I  held  the  iron-clad  in  such  terror,  but 
because  the  community  did." 

General  Butler,  in  his  annotlncemeht  to  the  Army  of  the  Gulf  of  the 
death  of  Brigadier-General  Thomas  Williams,  writes  with  his  accustomed 
doquenoe: — 

"  We,  his  companions  in  arms,  who  had  learned  to  love  him,  weep 
toe  true  friend,  the  gallant  gentleman,  the  brave  soldier,  the  accomplished 
officer,  the  pure  patriot  and  victorious  hero,  and  the  devoted  Christian.  All 
and  more  went  out  when  Williams  died.    By  a  singular  felicity  the  man- 
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of  his  death  illnstrsted  eadi  ctihme  genaroos  qualities.  The  chivalrie 
American  fentleman^  he  gave  up  the  vantage  of  the  cover  of  liie  honees  of 
the  city,  formiijig  his  lines  in  the  open  ^Id,  lest  the  women  and  diildren 
of  his  enemies  should  be  hurt  in  the  'fight.  A  good  generci^  he  had  made 
his  dispositions  and  prepared  for  battle  at  the  break  of  day,  when  he  mat 
his  foe.  A  hnree  ecldier^  he  received  his  deatlnshot  leading  his  men.  A 
patriot  heroj  he  was  fighting  the  bat£[e  of  his  ooimtry,  and  died  as  went  up 
tiie  dieer  of  victory.  A  Christian^  he  sleeps  in  the  hope  of  a  blessed  Re- 
deemer I  Bis  virtues  we  cannot  exceed— hie  example  we  may  emulate, 
and,  mourning  his  death,  we  pray,  ^  May  our  last  end  be  like  his.'" 

For  some  months  previous  to  the  Amge  of  commanders  in  die  Depart- 
ment of  the  G-uIf,  rumors  indicating  it,  had  been  rife  in  the  political  world. 
It  was  generally  understood  to  be,  and  most  undoubtedly  was,  the  remit  of 
the  questioning  timidity  in  the  State  Department,  widch  feared  the  effect 
upon  foreign  powers  and  home  politics  of  such  iron  naeasures  as  had  ehsr- 
acterized  General  Butler's  administration  in  New  Orleans.  These  rumors 
called  out  from  General  Buticr  an  able  and  manly  letter  to  the  Prendent, 
protesting,  not  against  being  removed,  but  against  being  obliged  to  remain 
in  mere  nominal  command  at  New  Orleans,  while  ihe  aotive  operations  of 
the  Department  were  intrusted  to  tiie  charge  of  another.  It  was  not 
thought  best  to  subject  even  General  Butler^  abeady  wdl-tried  patience 
and  loyalty  to  such  a  test  as  that,  and  accordin^y,  upon  November  9di,  ifae 
order  was  issued  as^gning  Major-General  Banks  to  ^the  command  of  the 
Department  of  the  Gul^  including  Tezas.^ 

He  arrived  in  New  Orleans  on  the  14th  of  December,  and  was  received 
with  every  possible  attention  by  his  magnanimouB  predecessor.  Upon  tiie 
16th  the  formal  surrender  of  tiie  command  was  made,  and  tibe  new  regime 
conunenoed.  General  Butler  published,  before  leaving,  a  general  cnrder  to 
the  soldiers,  the  last  of  his  famous  series,  and  peAaps  the  most  r^oaarloable ; 
also  a  farewell  address  to  the  citizens  of  New  Orleans,  whidi  wQl  live  in 
history  among  the  great  utterances  of  great  men.  On  the  d4th  of  Decem- 
ber he  set  sail  for  the  North,  leaving  for  his  successor  a  grand  oonrse  of 
achievements,  not  only  marked  out,  but  partially  accomplished.  We  shall 
find  him  again,  however^  in  a  hardly  less  difficult  work,  wielding  tiie  same 
powerful  pen,  and  dealing  to  treason  and  to  traitors  the  same  reeistleaB 
blows.  ,  * 

But  it  could  not  be  given  to  him,  nor  to  any  n:ian,  in  another  place, 
to  render  such  delicate  and  vital  service  to  tiie  Federal  cause  as  he  ren- 
dered in  New  Orleans,  in  creating,  planting,  and  fbrdng^into  assured  fife, 
a  Union  sentiment',  a  Union  love,  and  a  Union  party.  In  December,  after 
seven  months'  experience  of  General  Butler's  adminiBtration,  New  Orleans 
elected  to  Congress  two  Union  men ;  the  middle  classes,  almost  vritibout 
exception,  having  become  strong  Unionists,  and  tiie  whole  number  of 
Union  votes  cast  exceeding  by  one  thousand  the  whole  number  caat  t(tr 
the  ordinance  of  secession. 


CHAPTER   XXVI. 

THE    8IBQS    OP    0HABLB8T0JI. 
(Mofli  rt^turf^  tim,  to  Jmn9,  IMl) 

ttMbA  OMrfEuiniOJg.— Low  or  thi  MomroE.— Raid  of  ths  Kibk.  Iboh-olam.— Aittrvi 
flMmttoanfc— btBPqrwMr  or  tsi  KikBSTiLLi.--Oaiimior  wnn  Fobt  McALLi9m.— Rb- 

nVAi*  OP  THB  ATTAOK*— 'AnMHOnft^PBIPABATIMIS  KMI  THB  AlIlAB  UKV  CtaAlUBBOM. — 

TBI  YBBKIflO  BOMBABDMIHT^— BBPUMI  OF  THB  IbOIMILAM. 

Fbom  the  Valley  of  the  TtfJOTflrippi  we  mwt  now  return  to  the  Atlaatie 
coist  On  the  11th  of  February,  1862,  Edisto  Island,  in  the  yieinity  of 
Charleston,  S.  C^  was  occupied  by  the  Forty^eeventh  Kew  Yotk  Segiment 
of  YolnnteerB,  under  General  Sherman.  From  this  time  dates  the  com- 
mencement of  operations  against  Charleston.  Edisto  Island  is  abont 
twelve  miles  long  and  nine  broad.  It  is  about  forty  miles  south  of  Oharlefr* 
ton.  The  island  is  low  and  flat  and  somewhat  msurshy,  and  is  intersected 
by  creeks  through  which  the  ooesn-tides  ebb  and  flow.  A  sluggish  biKyon 
iqMrates  it  from  the  main  land.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  patriot  troops, 
in  their  gunboats,  the  planters  fled  in  haste,  applying  the  torch  to  their 
ootton  as  extensively  as  they  could,  and  yet  leaving  not  a  little  of  ihm 
precions  commodity  to  be  gathered. by  the  Unionists. 

On  the  last  of  March^  Hajor-General  David  Hunter  was  intrusted  with 
the  oommand  of  the  Department  of  the  South,  which  then  embraeed  poiF- 
tions  of  South  Carolina,  Oeorgia,  and  Florida.  General  Siherman  had  al- 
ready commenced  proceedings  lor  the  capture  of  Fort  Pulaski.  He  waS| 
however,  removed  before  he  had  time  to  cany  out  Iris  plans ;  and,in  April, 
the  fDTt  surrendered  to  the  ponderous  guns  <^  General  Gillmore. 

The  rebels  had  so  obstincted  and  fortified  the  main  entranoe  to  Charles- 
ton harbor,  that  it  was  deemed  neceeaary  to  seek  a  new  place  of  entry. 
The  Stono  Bivar,  which  flows  to  the  ocean  west  of  James  Idand,  is  con- 
nected with  Hie  Ashley,  opposite  Charleston,  by  a  narrow  stream  called 
Wappoo  Creek.  Commodore  Dupont,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  naval. 
ibrce,  had  the  channel  of  Stono  River  sounded  and  buoyed^  and  on  the  20tht 
of  Maj,  three  gunboats^  the  Hadilla,  Pembina,  and  Ottawa,  crossed  the. 
bar  and  commenced  the  ascent  of  the  stresan.  They  foond  upr^n  the 
banks,  m  they  cantionsly  steamed  along,  a  number  of  deserted  earthworks. 
Having  ascended  the  river  about  ten  miles,  they  came  to  Wappoo  Creek. 
They  were  now  within  three  miles  of  Charleston,  and  the  steeplea  <^  the 
city  could  be  plainly  disoemed  from  the  mast-heads  of  the  steamem.  At, 
the  entrance  of  the  creek  thcgr  found  some  batteries^  which  Hmr  guna' 
if^eedily  silencfid.    As  theyhad,  however,  no  foroe  to  land  aokl  take  poA» 
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seBsion  of  them,  the  boats  returned,  having  performed  simply  an  important 
reconnoissance. 

Early  in  July,  Generals  Hunter  and  Benham  arrived  with  considerable 
reenforcements  of  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery,  and  landed  on  James 
Island.  For  some  time  there  were  frequent  but  unimportant  skirmishings 
with  the  foe.  Thus  nearly  a  year  passed  away,  while  we  merely  held  the 
few  positions  we  had  taken  on  the  Sea  Islands  which  line  the  coast  of 
South  Carolina. 

On  the  29th  of  September,  1862,  the  renowned  iron-clad  Monitor,  J.  P. 
Bankhead,  commander,  left  Hampton  Boads  ft)r  Charleston,  in  tow  of  the 
Khode  Island.  It  was  a  fine  day,  and  the  sea  was  smooth.  Early  the 
next  morning  the  wind  began  to  rise,  and  the  swelling  sea  washed  over 
the  low  deck  and  dashed  against  the  pilc^house.  Soon  the  steamer  b^an 
to  leak,  but,  by  the  aid  of  the  pomps,  was  kept  free  from  any  embarrassing 
flood  of  water.  As  they  approached  Hatteras,  the  storm  increased  hi 
violence.  The  inmiense  surges,  dashing  up  against  the  flat  surface  of 
ihe  projecting  armor,  caused  the  ship,  iron-bound  as  she  was,  to  shiver  from 
Btcfm  to  stem.  The  violence  of  the  concussion  wasf  so  great  as  gradually 
to  break  the  upper  hull  from  the  lower.  The  water  began  to  rush  in  in 
such  s  fl6od  that  the  pumps,  though  throwing  out  two  thousand  gallons  a 
minute,  could  make  no  headway  against  it.  The  Bhode  Island  was 
stopped  to  see  if  the  strain  in  towing  aggravated  the  difficulty,  but  there 
was  no  perceptible  difference. 

At  half*past  ten  at  night,  signals  of  distress  were  made,  and  the  Moni- 
tor was  run  under  the  lee  of  the  Bhode  Island,  and  two  boats  were  sent 
for  the  rescue  of  her  crew.  The  waves  were  then  dashing  entirely  over 
her  turret,  and  the  tumultuous  ni^tht  was  black  with  heavy  clouds  and 
driving  ndn.  In  ihe  eonl^on  ofl^e  Boene,  the  eharp,  »>Ud  iron  edge  of 
the  Monitor  oame  in  contact  with  the  port  quarter  of  the  wooden  steamar, 
crushing  her  launch,  and  narrowly  escaping  inflicting  the  same  injury  u)pon 
tiie  steamer  herself.  Thiis  admonished,  the  vessels  were  put  at  a  safe  dis- 
tance tpom  ewstk  other.  The  boats  with  great  peril  moved  to  and  fit)  over 
the  plunging  waves,  and,  under  the  skilful  guidance  of  Captain  Trenchard, 
the  crew  of  tlie  Monitor  were  rescued.  While  the  boats  were  engaged  in 
this  service  in  the  midst  of  this  terrific  midnight  storm,  Commander  Bank- 
head  learned  tihat  the  rising  water  had  quenched  t^e  fires  of  the  Monitor,  and 
\  tiiat  heridieel  ceased  to  nH>ve.    In  order  to  keep  her  head  to  the  wind,  the 

anchor  was  dropped.    'Die  deck  was  now  entirdh^  submerged,  and  several 
of  the  crew  had  been  washed  overboard.    It  was  with  extreme  peril 
tliat  the  men  could  escape  tram  the  tower,  run  tiie  gauntlet  of  the  waves 
ing  across  the  deck,  and  reach  the  boats,  whidi  were  surging  up  and 
wn,  and  swept  here  and  ti^ere  almost  uncontrolled  upon  the  stormy  sea 
^^e  men  preferred  to  remain  in  the  turret,  hoping  diat  the 
*^  ^^Tvotes  (5?^^®  ^®  8*^®'  rather  than  run  the  risk  of  trying  to  escape  to 
Ae  ^^^n^nce  01^**®  "were  again  filled  with  those  who  were  wiBing  to 
Attempt  fi^  \ched  the  Bhode  Island  in  safety.    Again  anodier  boat 

i^as  mannedx  '*oes,  to  go  to  the  rescue  of  those  who  still  remained. 

If  otbing  ooul^  n,  through  the  black  night  and  the  storm,  but  the  red 
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kfttttn,  gleamiiig  like  a  meteor,  from  the  turret  of  the  Monitor.  The  life* 
boat  had  not  long  been  gone,  lost  in  the  darknese,  ere  the  light  disappeared, 
and  the  brave  little  iron-elad,  which  had  won  the  nation^s  heart  as  inani- 
inate  objeet  n^ver  did  before,  was  engulfed.  The  Rhode  Island  steamed 
as  near  tiie  spot  where  the  light  was  last  seen  as  possible,  but  the  iron^-dad 
had  gone  down  like  foad.  The  boat  which  had  gone  to  the  rescue  was 
nowhere  to  be  found.  Whether  overwhelmed  by  the  waves  or  drawn 
down  into  the  vortex  of  the  sinking  ship,  can  never  be  known.  All  night 
Ike  Rhode  Island  remained,  burning  irignal-lights ;  but  die  morning  re> 
▼ealed  naught  save  the  wide  and  gloomy  waste  of  an  angry  sea.  ^ 

Subsequently,  several  others  of  the  tnrreted  iron-clads  were  sent  to 
Charleston,  and,  although  some  of  them  encountered  very  severe  storms, 
they  all  arrived  in  safety^  They  were  all,  however,  found  exceedingly 
uncomfortable  at  sea,  to  both  officers  and  men.  In  the  course  of  five 
months  quite  a  little  fleet  ef  these  formidaUe  iron-elads  was  gathered 
at  Port  Royid,  and  preparations  were  made  for  a  f<mnidable  attack  upon 
Charleston. 

While  these  preparations  were  in  progress,  on  the  81st  of  January,  1868, 
an  affair  occurred  off  Charleston  harbor  whieh  created  much  excitement 
at  tbe  time,  fimn  the  atrodously  false  statements  made  by  the  rebel  General 
Beauregard.  About  four  o^^lock  in  the  morning,  during  a  thick  hsM^  two 
rebel  iron  steam-rams,  the  Cfaieera  and  Palmetto  State,  came  out  of  Cnarlee* 
ton  harbor  to  make  an  attack  upon  our  blockading  fleet,  hoping  also  to 
recover  a  valuable  blockade^mnner,  the  Princess  Royd,  which  had  been 
eiq>tared  the  day  before  by  ottr  gunboats.  The  blockading  squadron  con- 
aiated  mainly  of  vessds  fi*om  the  merchant  marine,  wUch  had  been  hastily 
altered  into  men-cf-war.  The  Mercedita,  one  of  these,  was  quietly  at 
anchor,  enveloped  in  tiie  fog,  at  ha1f*-past  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when 
saddenly  Lieutenant  Abbott  saw  through  the  haze  the  smoke  of  a  steamer 
vapidly  af^roaching.  He  hailed  the  ship,  and  with  the  next  breath  gave 
the  command  to  fire.  The  crew  were  instantly  at  their  guns.  But  die 
atranger,  whi<^  proved  to  be  the  rebel  ram  Palmetto  State,  sat  so  low 
in  the  wat^  and  was  already  so  near,  that  the  guns  from  the  Mercedita 
eould  not  be  bro)iight  to  bear  upon  her.  The  ram,  unimpeded,  drove  her 
iron  prow  into  the  side  of  the  Mereedita,  tearing  a  lai^  hole  below  the 
water-line,  and  at  the  same  moment  fired  a  heavy  rifleHshell,  which  passed 
throY^h  the  condeneer  and  steam-drum,  and  exploded  as.it  passed  through 
the  other  side  of  the  ship,  blowing  a  hole  four  or  five  feet  square  in  its 
exit,  and  killing  <me  gunner.  The  escape  of  the  steam  instantly  filled 
large  portionsof  the  dhip,  killii^  three  and  severely  scalding  two  of  the 
ecew.  'Hie  wounded  vessel,  deprived  of  i^  motive^power,  seemed  to  be 
rapidly  sinking,  and  not  a  gun  eould  be  brou^t  to  be^  upSon  the  foe. 

"  SurreQd^,  or  FU  sink  you  I*^  shouted  the  ram.    *^  Do  you  surrender  !** 

^  I  can  make  no  refj^tanoe)"  the  commander  of  the  Mereedita  replied ; 
^lam  sinkk^.'^ 

The  rebels  then  ordered  a  boat  to  be  sent  to  them.    lieutenant-Com* 
mandw  Abbott  w^it  on  board  the  rebel  craft  and  surrendered  the  ship; 
lis  word  of  honor  that  neither  he  nor  any  of  the  officers  ar  crew. 
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cf  the  Merce^ta  ivoaU  Mgvok  tak»  up  aiAig^agaiiiBt-th*  OoiifodeiMe'CtiiM 
imlesg  ezichaDgiod. 

The  ram  then  piuhed  forwaid^  and  Bcf&sL  enfeoufiteied  aaother  of  H* 
Uoekadinqg  8<|padro%  the  EeyBtoBB  State^  whieb^  alarttied  bj  aii^doiui  afr 
pearances,  had  dipped  her  cable^in  pr^^aralioti  for  vty  emetgeskty:  The 
^ram  rsigidlj  approached,  •and  reeeiYiBg  a  ball  froDi  th<d  pattriet'  Mpy  r^ 
tumed  ashell,  for  whioh  she  reoeived  in  re^ly  ^  full  biNiadflidet  la  le» 
time  almost  than  we  have  taken  to  deembe  the  scitae^  Miethet  rebdi  raioy 
the  Ghieora,  made  its  aj^earaiMe^  and  opened  fire;  In  tiW  oonfiMion  the 
Keystone  took  fire,  and  bore  away  for  ten  minittei  nUtil  the  fire  ooaM  be 
subdned.  She  then  retomed,.  torenew  the  oonflict  with  the  two  rebel  iron- 
clads. 

Her  commander,  William  £.  Leroy,  gallantly  made  fOr  one  of  the  rebeV 
steamers,. with  theintention  of  nmnu^  her  down.  Facing,  a  slkHm  of  shot 
and  sheU,  t^;^  of  whieh  strudi  the  ship,  some  below  the  wato^liae,  and 
killing  twenty  men  and  wounding  aa  many  move^  the  steamer  {Messed  od 
until  a  shell  pierced  the  steam-chimney,  depriving  the  ship  of  all  abflity  to 
meva  At  this  mtioal  mement,  when  tbevewere  twe  foet-ef  Water  in  the 
Wd  and  the  ship  wa»  on  fire,  thvee  Unien  sk^.  the  Augusta,  tiie  Quaker 
City,  and  the  Memphds,  came  to  the  reseae*  Baldly  they  presented  their 
woed^n  walls  to  their  mailed  adversaries.  Opening  a  vig^roui^  fijre  upon 
the  t^  rebels,  they  compeUed  ihem  to  cease  their  assaslts  upen  ther 
wounded  Eeystene  State. 

The  fleet  was  mow  theroc^hly  aroused^  and  other  ves4ela  came  bearing 
down  u{K>n  the^ebel  rams.  Impregnate  as  tibey  weve^  ehot  andsb^  were 
rained  upon  them  so  fearftdly^  that  they  tinned  upon  theit  heds^  uid  nmr 
back  under  the  protection  of  their  IJMts,^  wheve  the  weodm  vese^  of  the 
fleet  could  not  fellow  them*.  Xhis  trivial  affair  would  be  hfeudly  worth 
notice,  were  it  not  for  the  ridiculously  fidse  annennc^nent  made  by  tJie> 
reb^  authorities*  Therebd  Generals  Boiwp^arft  and  Ingpraham  issued 
the  foUowing,  o&qbI  proclamation  :^^ 

^^  At  about  five  o'dook  this  moraing,'  the  Confed^wteStales  naval  force 
on  this  station  attaeked  the  United  States  bloekading  fleet  off  the  harbor^ 
of  1^  city  of  Charleston,  and  snnk^.  dispersed,  ov  dreve*  off  aAd  cfut  of  Af^i^ 
for  the  time,  the  entire  hoslale  fleet*  Therefoi^  we^  tke  und^rsigAed^  cem^ 
menders  re^otively  e£  the  OonfodeMte  States  naval  tod*  land  fotfees  i» 
^iaqoarter,  do  kere^  formally  declare  the  blockade  by  the  United  l^tee 
of  the  sMd  city  of  Quorlestony  S.  0«,.to  be  raised  by  a  siq^^nor  foree  of  Uie 
Ccmfederate  States^- from  and.after  this  ftlst  day  ef  Jannaryy  1868/' 

The  rebel  Secretary  <^  State^  J.  P.  Bapajjamin^  whose  reputation  for 
truth  aBdh<mestyhadevBrbeeiiiatavei7'lowebb,added(theelime&;tothese 
absurd  aa6ttiaptk»Syby*tEansinitting.  a  eireulav  to  a)l  ^  foreign  etmaeie  inr 
tiie  (yonfoderaey,  stating  jt^uU^-theibloidmdsih^  been-  broken  bytieie  com- 
plete dispramon  <tf  the  Uockadingr  s<)uadroB,in  coiaseqaence  of  a  suceesa- 
nd  attack  by  the  iron-clad  steamers.  He  closed  hk  cireukir'  witk  tke^ 
following  words : — 

'^  As  you  are  doubtleas  awaie  diat^  by  the.  law  of  nationa^.a  blockade) 
when  thus  broken  by  superi(ur.  torto^  eMses  to  *^dst^  and  OMuaot  be^eubae* 
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qnenilj  enforced  uuleeg  establiahed  cU  $uma^  nitk  adeqtuil^  ibiM  tiHd  sfUr' 
dae  notice  to  neutral  powers,  it  has  been  deemed  proper  to  gi^e  yott  tib*: 
information  herein  (Kmtained,  for  the  gnidmoe  of  sueh  veeiselB  of  yoor 
nation  as  maj  choose  to  car^y  on  oommeree  -mA  the  now  opeii  port  of 
Cbarlestcm.'' 

In  addition  to  ihia  Mse  and  foolish  anneTmcement,  a  statement  woa> 
published,  said  to  be  signed  by  the  British  Oonsnl  in  Charlealon,  who  had. 
openly  and  ardently  espoused  the  eaiae  of  seoeseioa  and  slavery,  andalao 
1^  the  Commander  of  the  British  war-steamer  Petrel,  to  the  effect  that 
they  had  been  five  miles  beyond  the  nsaal  anchorage  of  the  blodcadi&g 
fleet,  and  that  no  vessels  were  to  be  seen,  even  with  the  nocet  po\terfiil 
glasses,  and  that  therefore  they  declared  the  blockade  to  be  ifai^.  Tbim 
stalem^it  was  probably  a  foigery,  as  it  never  was  reiterated.  As  neither 
tiie  British  Consul  nor  the  commander  denied  the  statement,  it  was  quite 
evident  that  they  were  willing  that  it  should  pi*oduoe  its  eflect  The  com* 
manding  officers  of  the  Honsatonic,  the  Flag,  the  Quaker  City,  the  At^us^ 
ta,  the  Memphis,  and  the  Stettin,  jointly  signed  a  card  denying  that  any 
Teasel  was  sunk^  or  that  the  squadron  was  driven  or  departed  &ny  distanee. 
from  its  station*    They  dosed  their  statement  with  the  following  Words : — 

'^  We  believe  the  statement  that  any  vessel  came  anywhere  near  tha 
usual  anchorage  of  any  of  the  blocfcader^  or  up  to  the  bar  after  the  witb* 
drawal  of  the  rams,  to  be  deliberately  and  knowingly  false^  If  the  s&tck 
ment  ^m  the  papers^  as  now  before  us,  baa  the  sanction  of  the  Petrel  and 
the  foreign  consuls,. we  can  only  deplore  that  fordgn  officers  can  lend  their 
official  position  to  the  spreading  before  the  world,  for  unworthy  ob^^ets^ 
nnlsruths  patent  to  every  offi^r  of  the  squadron^" 

The  next  incident  of  interest  was  the  destruction  of  the  Nashville,  oi^ 
the  Ogeechee  Biver.  The  Kashville  waa  «  very  last  steamer,  which  had 
former^  run  between  I^ew  York  and  Charleston,  and  had  been  treach^v 
oualy  seized  by  the  rebels  in  Charleston  harbor,  as  one  of  the  first  of  theor. 
treasonable  acts.  The  vessel  was  now  loaded  with  cotttm  to  run  the 
blockade,;and  she  had  also  been  armed  to  omise  sib  a  privateer,  as  soon  aa 
the  had  landed  her  freight  of  cotton  in  a  West  Indian  port.  She  waa 
blockaded  by  several  gunboats  in  the  Ogeediee  Biver^  near  Savaouiahi 
Georgia,  and  was  lying  under  the  pondferous  guns  of  Fort  McAllister, 
watching  her  chance  .to  escape^.  The  fort^  of  nine  gtms  of  the  largest  cali« 
bre,  two  of  them  being  rifled,  was  situated  at  a  bend  on  the  ri^t  benk 
of  tiie  stream,  which  conmumded  a  reaxsh  c^  two  mfles  dc^wn  the  river. 
Formidable  obstructions  were  thrown  aoresa  the  river  from  the  fovt,  leav- 
ing merely  a  passagie  large  enough  forthe  KushviUe  to  pass  through.  The 
KashviUe  was  angered  about  five  miles  abe^^e  the  fort,  ready  for  seay 
watching  for  a  chance  to  put  on  aU  steamy  in  darkness  or  fog,  and  etci^M 
through  the  Union  gunboats  which  blockaded  the  mouth  of  the  river* 
Two  iron-clad  river-boata  were  also  nearly  comj^eted  atf  Savannah^  to  assist 
in  getting  the  rebel  privateei^  to  sea* 

Quite  a  fleet  of  gunboats,  several  of  than  iron-dad  turretsy  were  Unssiin 
bled  at  the  month  of  the  river.  Three  objeets  were  in  view ;  to  destroys 
the  Nashville,  to  batter  dow&  Fort  McAUistei^  aoad  to.  try  the  impregnaK 
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bilitj  of  the  turrets,  bj  bringing  them,  within  short  range,  nnder  the  heav- 
iest guns  of  the  fort  Acoompimied  by  serveral  wooden  gnnboats,  to  remain 
in  the  rear  and  take  ^Bxt  m  tihte  action,  the  iron^tnrreted  Montank  steamed 
np  to  within  two  hundred  yards  of  the  fort,  And  dropped  an<Aor.  It  was 
at  half-past  seven  o'clock,  in  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  January  27.  The 
experiment  thus  to  be  tried  was  one  which  might  well  cause  the  stoutest 
nerves  to  tremble.  The  engagement  continued  for  nearly  Bix  hours,  until 
the  Montauk  had  exhoosted  her  stock  of  diells.  The  iron-clad  efPbCtatH&j 
proved  her  invulnerability.  She  was  utru^  fifteen  times.  ^  But  it  was," 
*  writes  one  on  board,  ^^  like  dirowing  beans  against  a  brick  wall ;  and,  as 
for  all  the  damage  they  were  doing,  we  mi^t  have  lain  there  a  week.^ 
One  rifled  shot  struck  the  forward-deck  plating,  making  an  indentation 
about  an  inch  deep,  and  flying  off  in  fragments.  A  ten-inch  solid  shot 
struck  the  gunwale,  merely  rufSin^  the  edge  of  one  of  tibe  plates,  and 
glancing  off.  Two  solid  shot,  one  a  ten-inch  and 'the  other  a  thirty-two 
pounds,  struck  the  turret  fairly.  Each  made  an  indentation  in  the  turret 
about  seren-ei^ths  of  an  inch  deep,  and  crumbling,  fell  harmless  upon  the 
deck.    Ko  injury  was  inflicted  upcm  the  yessel  by  this  tremendous  fire. 

The  Montauk  had  two  guns,  one  throwing  fifteen-inch  and  the  otiber 
deven-inch  shot  and  shell.  These  enormous  missiles  made  a  very  visible 
impression  upon  the  massive  earthworks.  Huge  holes  were  torn  through 
their  intrenehments,  and  tons  of  sand,  as  if  by  earthquake  power,  were 
thrown  up  into  the  air.  It  was,  howeva*,  manifest  that  the  fort  could  not 
be  carried  by  the  forse  then  arrayed  against  it;  and  a  storm  of  rain  and  fog 
aettiug  in,,  the  gunboats  xlropped  down  the  river  to  their  former  andiorage. 
This  was  a  disappointment.  AH,  however,  were  diarmed  with  the  con- 
duct of  l^e  Montauk.  Uer  heavy  guns  were  worked  with  wonderful  ease 
and  celerity.  The  turret  revolved  witii  admirable  precision.  The  blow^n 
instantly  cleared  away  the  smoke  from  within  the  turret,  and  tiie  concos- 
fdon  was  so  dight  as  to  produce  no  ill  efl^ts.  The  fifteen-inch  shell, 
which  one  of  the  guns  of  die  Montauk  threw,  weighed  three  hundred  and 
sixty-five  pounds.  To  throw  one  of  these  lai^  shells  required  eighteen 
quarts  of  powd^.  It  threw  aibo  a  conical  shot  weighing  four  hundred 
pouncb.  The  eleven-inch  gun  threw  a  sh^  wdghing  one  hundred  and 
diirty  pounds.  As  the  rebels  had  planted  many  torpedoes  and  infernal 
machines  in  the  river,  it  was  necessary  for  Ihe  boats  to  move  with  a  great 
deal  of  caution. 

Several  days  were  spent  in  v%orous  preparations  fbr  the  renewal  of 
the  attack,  the  main  object  now  being  to  destroy  Ihe  Ni»hv{lle.  It  was 
proved  that  the  iron-clads  could  easOy  pass  the  guns  of  the  fort,  but  they 
oould  not  pass  the  obslructi<»s  and  tc»pedoes,  wfaidi  the  fi»rt  protected, 
and  beyond  which,  up  the  river,  the  Nashville  was  riding  in  apparent 
safetf . 

Having  received  reinforcements,  and  an  ample  supply  of  ammunition 
and  shells,  on  Sabbath  morning,  Februaiy  1,  1868,  the  assault  was  re- 
newed. It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  in  the  history  of  this  as  of  other  wars, 
that  the  party  making  the  attack  on  the  Sabbath  has  been  seld<»n  success- 
fiiL    The  Merrimac  inade  tiie  attack  upon  t&e  Monitor  upon  the  Sabbath, 
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mi  WIS  npnbecL  There  was  no  apparent  necessity  of  depriving  the  men 
qf  the  refit  of  the  Sabbath  on  this  oecaakm.  Our  offieere,  however,  did  not 
•cmsider  it  eiq>edient  to  respect  the  day.  They  made  the  attack,  and  God 
IFkbhdd  the  blessing  of  suocess. 

At  half-past  five  all  hands  were  called  to  breakfiuM;,  and  a  little  after 
six,  just  as  daylight  was  straggling  through  the  dim  mist  of  the  moining, 
the  little  fleet  at  the  month  of  the  river  was  pnt  in  motion.  Not  a  breath 
of  air  was  moving,  and  the  snrihce  of  the  wiater  was  smooth  as  glass.  The 
H<»taiik  led,  followed  by  several  wooden  gunboats.  The  IranK^ad  dropped 
anchor  and  opened  her  &?e  almost  directly  opposite  the  fort.  The  acoom- 
pwaying  gonboats  coHuiienoed  the  bombaodmebt  firom  a  point  a  mile  and 
threa-qoarters  fSurthar  down  the  river.  The  maJn  energies  of  the  fort 
were  again  directed  upon  the  Montank.  A  solid  ten-indi  shot  soon  strack 
her  turet  fidr  and  sqnare,  and  cnnnbled  to  powder,  doing  no  harm.  For 
five  honrs  this  battle  raged,  without  any  decisive  results.  The  Montank 
was  struck  forty-eight  times,  and  yet  escaped  unharmed.  At  half-past 
twdve  the  fleet  tgain  dropped  down  the  river,  disappointed  in  not  havii^ 
been  able  to  deatroy  the  fori,  hot  still  ddighted  witii  the  invulnerability  of 
Iks  iraDK^ads. 

A  naonth  now  passed  away  in  the  tedimn  of  blockade  duty,  watching 
the  innumerable  credks  intersecting  that  low  and  marshy  land.  On  Fri- 
day, the  27th  of  February,  about  three  o'clock  in  the  aftmioon,  the  dense 
black  smoke  of  &e  KashviUe  was  seen  behind  a  reach  of  forest  skirting  a 
hfsxd  in  the  river.  It  was  evident  that  she  was  steaKng  along,  hoping  to 
saeapek  The  Seneca  was  sent  up  the  rrrer  on  a  reconnoissance.  I^esoon 
returned  with  the  graiifying  intriligence  that  the  KashviUe  had  run 
aground  but  a  short  distance  above  the  fort,  and  within  reach  of  our  guns, 
whioh.  eould  be  lMt>ught  up  to  the  viciniHy  of  the  obstructions.  Anunge- 
Bi^tB  were  immediately  made  to  attack  and  destroy  hin*,  if  possible. 

At  liour  o'clock  liie  next  morning,  all  hands  were  called,  and  at  five 
e^clocdc  the  anchors  were  we%hed.  The  Montank  led.  Three  gunboats 
— *the  Seneca,  Wissahickon,  and  Dawn — followed.  The  Montank  steamed 
boldly  up  to  the  muazles  of  the  guns  of  the  fort,  and  beheld  with  great 
joy- the  KashviUe  hard  aground  at  a  distance  of  about  tWo  hundred  yards. 
The  battfivy  opened  fiercely  upon  the  Utfle  ^  cheese  box,''  but  the  ^^  cheese- 
box"  did  not  de^  to  make  any  reply.  The  NadivUle  was  the  exclusive 
object  of  its  regard.  Aft^  a  few  shots  to  get  the  range,  a  fifteen-inch 
shell  was  dropped  beautlAilly  into  the  very  centre  of  the  piratic  craft,  where 
it  exploded  like  a  volcano.  The  rebels  had  idl  escaped  fh>m  the  ship, 
and  not  even  a  flag  was  to  be  seen  on  the  doomed  craft.  Soon  dense  vol- 
umes «f  Uaok  smoke  rose  from  the  shattered  steams,  foUowed  by  biUowy 
sheets  of  flame,  which  speedUy  enveloped  the  whole  fitbric  in  a  glowing 
mantle  of  fire.  The  spectacle  was  sublime,  and  was  watched  with  intensest 
itttereet,  as  it  was  known  that  the  magazine  would  ere  long  be  reached, 
and  that  then  there  would  be  an  appalling  explosion.  Soon  the  awfal 
year  came.  The  majestic  ship  seemed  to  be  lifted  from  her  bed,  and  the 
charred  and  flaming  fragments  were  scattered  widely  over  the  water.  The 
wcffk  of  destruction  was  effeetuaUy  aeeompUdied.    The  rebels  in  the 
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fort  must  bare  gneed  wiQx  emotiaoA  aay  tlui^  but  plMnmUfi^  npes 
thk  Bcenue  traiMpmiig  beneftth  tbe  very  xaiussLtt  <tf  ^kmt  gowk  Tbof 
kept  up  an  moeasoiLt  fire^  to  vhidi  scaifeely  tiie  BU^^rtait  attentioii  wat 
paid.  As  the  Montauk  was  withdrawing,  she  ptfleed  over  three  torpedaem 
one  of  which  exploded.  diiQetiy  beneath  her,  lining  the  venel  mp  bodily, 
and  sluing  bet  aronnd.  It  inflicted,  bowe^er^  no  iiyjnry  upon  ^  boi^ 
Hie  triumphant  result  of  this  joxpedi^n  filled  all  hearts  wkh  jdy«. 

The  next  day  three  new  ivon-okids-^tbe  Paasafie,  Fatapseo,  and  STa- 
hant — ^with  two  or  thf^ee  wooden  gunboasis,  arrived  at  tbenuMitbof  tfaeriveiv 
and  preparations  were  made  to  renew  the.  assault  upon  Fort  ItfeAtiistan 
Konday  morning,  March  3^  was  one  of  the  most  lowly  daya  that  ever 
smiled  upon  earth.  Tbece  wete  then  lying'  at  anohor  near  the  month  dt 
the  river  four  ironrclads  imd  tea  wood^  gnnboats  of  various  descriptioo. 
There  was  intense  activity  on  board  of  them  all,  preparing  for  a  daiperate 
fight  The  avowed  olgect  of  the  eKpeditkcm  isNmi  merely  to  try  the  three 
new  izon-olads,  to  asc^rtaiQ  bow  they  woidd  operate  agatnat  iha:  heavy 
^uns  of  the  fort,  and-  bow  ^eetually  they  could  ward  off*  die  letnro 
blows.  As  ti^  Montauk.  bad  idteady  bees  sufficiently  torted^  she  was  to 
accompany  the  expedition  merely  as  a  looker-on.  Shortly  after  fooT 
o'clock  p.  M.,  the  wh<de  fleet  got  underwdgk  and  stood  up  the  river,  led 
by  the  Passaic*  The  cloudlesa  sun  was  dowly  deacending,  and  ilr  was  a 
beautiftil  summer's  eve« 

Tuesday  morning  dawned  calm  and  eleav,  aad,  aian early  ho«u*,Ae  vea^ 
sola  were  in  position  ibr  an  .attack.  JEach  of  the  iion-«lads  anchored  at  the 
distance  of  about  three-quarteni  of  a  nnle  from  the  fiwt,  and  the  engagement 
immediately  b^an.  For  ei^it  hours  tfaeso  cembataiits,  with  thenr  gigaaitia 
engines  of  war,  hurled,  with  texrifio  velo^tjf,  at  eadb. other,  shot  and  absU 
weighing  fix>m  one  hundred  to  four  hundred  pounds.  When  these  sbeBr 
fell  within  the  travenes  of  the  foe^  the  sand  waa  seen  rising  in  a  eoitunn 
and  filling  the  air  with  douds  of  dust  A  flAeenf-ineh  sheU^  exploded  un* 
der  one  of  the  rebel  guns,  hurKng  the  ponderous  eoguote  to  a  gteait  dis^ 
tance.  The  outline  ef  the  fort,  whidh  had  been  so  regular  in  the  mofBr 
ing,  towards,  noon  began  to  assume  the  aspeet  of  dslaptcbition  and  min^ 
Huge  gape  were  made  in  the  ramparts,  and  many  of  the  guns  were  e^ 
dently  dismoimted«  Still  the  itessive  earlbwoik  ufas  not*  essentially 
weakened^  The  imprcgnabilitg^  of  the  iKm^dads  was^  however,  e^h&tnsitf 
established*  The  JPasssdc  waa  stnack  tbir^-dtt^ee  times,  receiving  acareely 
the  ftb'g^test  ixijury.  Three  hundred  and*  tWeatyvene  projeetiks  were 
thrown  by  the  ivon^dads,  and  twa  hundred  and  seventy  were  sekitt  back  by 
tlie  fort.  Absolutely  nobody  was  hurt  on  board  the  vessels.  Thus  termi^ 
nated  this  first  memorable  battle  of  iron-dada  i^ainat  the  heatieBt  gns  in 
battery. 

During  the  manA  of  Maseeh,  several  <^her  iroixdads,  with  thehraeeoBi^ 
panying^gunboats,  oast  anchor  at  Port  Boyal.  There  weie  seven  fameied' 
batteries  of  the  monitor  dass,  whidi  word  has  now  come  into  uae  aaagen*' 
eric  termi  There  werCy  alao,  two  formidable  ireA^dlMls  of  different  con* 
atmetion— the  Eeoknk  and  the  new  Xronsides.  The  monitma  ^mre  latg^r 
and  stronger  than  the  first  of  that  name^  but  of  essentially  the  sMme  de^ 
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s^  The  Ironaideft  wm  a  steam  frigate^  of  tkiee  tfaomand  five  Inrndrod 
teas  burden,  with  maatB  aMdaailB.  Her  armor  wvui  eempoeed  of  iron  plates, 
fifteen  fret  long^  thirty  inebes  iridB)  aad  four  inehee  thiek.  Tlie  eideB  weie 
iiiliDed  at  a  eharp  angle  to  aa  to  oanae  a  ball  te  glanoe'from  them.  The 
Keokuk,  eKtemall J,  fomewhat  neembled  the  sioidtoft.  She  was  ftimiBlied 
with  two  pTramidal  atatianary  torrets,  eacheontainliig  obo  gan.  These 
turrets  had  but  five  and  a  half  inches  of  {dating,  instead  oC  ten  inefaes,  us 
was  the  esse  with  the  motiitors.  It  was  hoped  liiat  the  shying  ndes  of  the 
turret  would  compensate  for  t^e  laek  of  avmor. 

In  addition  to  this  fieet,  a  smsll  armj  of  ten  tiioiisand  »en  was  assem* 
bled  to  oodpemte  in  the  attack  upon  Oharleston*  General  Himter  was  in 
command.  A  number  of  nondescript  machines  had  also  been  towed  down 
finm  New  York,  to  aid  in  eleaning  the  harbor  of  torpedoes  and  other  ob- 
atroctifons.  An  immense  amount  of  shot  and  shells-— of  aU  the  enginefj 
and  missQes  of  wa]v-4iad  also  been  aeonmnlated.  The  «ommnnity  at  this 
titae  oberished  almost  unlimited  cenfidanee  in  the  oapabilitieB  of  tbe  mon- 
iton.  It  was  supposed  that  the  fleet,  in  impregnable  mail,  could  anchor 
i^eeeT^er  it  ptoascd  under  the  guns  of  Smoster,  and,  unharmed  bj  its  balls, 
ODoId  latsfnrolj  batter  down  tbe  walls  of  the  fortress. 

The  fleei^  was  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Dupont,  whose  brlUiant 
meeess  at  Port  Bojal  had  inepired  the  countr;^  wiA  confidence  in  the  result 
<^  the  undertaking.  It  was  eupposed  that  the  rebels  had  about  fift;y*five 
thausand  troops  in  and  areund  Qhaiieston.  This  number,  bj  their  rail- 
iMdSy  eonld  be  doubled  in  fi>rty^«]ght  hours*  In  the  attack,  it  was 
pvv^osed  to  steam  direetl j  by  liie  outer  rebel  batteries  and  demolidi  Sum- 
tor.  Then  tbe  shore  batteries  weae  one  by  ose  to  be  destroyed.  The  litde 
snny  was  then  to  be  escorted  up  to  the  dty,  to  take  it,  and  hold  it  under 
the  guna  of  the  fleet. 

Early  in  .April,  ike  tcbssIs  were  rendesroused  in  die  North  Edisto 
'Sirery  about  half  way  between  Fort  Bqyal  and  CflMurleston.  At  the  time 
of  einjdBg  the  stone  fleet  before  Charlesten,  as  a  temporary  obstruction  of 
the  channel  until  our  blockading  sipuudron  could  be  finmed,  ihe  Britiflk 
Ckrreroment,  in  a  spirit  of  unfriendliBeeB  to  the  United  Stales  whidi  can 
ne¥er>  be  lbi)gott«Q,  insolently  denouneed  dm  act  as  barbarism.  The  watem 
of  the  Cooper  and  Ashley  Birem,  in  a  Ibw  months,  out  a  new  channel,  with 
a  depth  0f  nearly*  two  feet  mc«e  of  water  tibtan  Ae  old  channel  afforded. 

On  Monday,  the  6th  of  April,  the  sfaipe  entered  tins  new  diannel,  whidi 
had  been  earafiilly  buoyed  out,  and  cast  anchor  within  a  mile  of  Morris 
iBknd.  The  whole  fleet  of  iron-elads,  nine  in  number,  were  to  adrance 
in  file  to  the  attack.  A  reserve  fleet  of  five  wooden  gunboats  were  an- 
obored  outside  of  the  bar,  mider  the  ocmmand  of  Captain  J«  F.  Green. 
The  inm-dads  were  carefully  stripp^  Sat  the  fight,  and  covered  with  a 
thiek  costing  of  grease,  to  give  more  ejOfeetual  glanee  to  the  ball.  Project- 
ing rafts  were  attaobed  to  tibe  bows  of  the  monitess,  which,  extending  sev- 
eral yards  ahead  of  the  vessels,  would  catch  and  discharge  the  torpedoes. 

On  the  morning  of  the  appointed  day,  a  dense  feg  shut  out  every  land- 
mark neoesBary  lor  pfloting  the  ships  theoii^h  iim  intrieate  channel  which 
they  warn  to  nav%ati».    A  small  tue^x>at  was,  however,  sent  osi  a  reoon- 
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nolBBsnce.  As  she  was  dimly  disomi^  in  her  bold  adratioe,  the  batteries 
at  Oammings'B  Point  and  at  Fort  Sumter  both  opened  fire  upon  tiie  intrepid 
fittle  explorer.  The  boat  was  recalled  by  a  eignal,  having  eBtabliehed 
the  fact  that  the  padi  was  open  to  within  two  miles  of  Snmter.  The  hud 
forces  had^-in  the  mean  time,  eetabliBhed  themeelves  on  YoLly  Island)  to  be 
in  readiness  to  act  in  concert  with  the  fleet  They,  however,  could  take  no 
part  in  the  ooxM^emplated  action,  and  could  not  even  enjoy  the  privifege  of 
witnessii^  tibe  confliot.  From  t^e  masts  of  the  ships,  with  telescopes,  the 
city  could  be  seen,  its  steeples  and  housetqM  covered  with  spectators. 

At  noon  the  hg  had  disappeared,  and  the  fleet  pr^ared  to  mov«e.  Com- 
modore Tomer^  of  the  iKmsideS)  osdled  all  the  crew  upon  the  deck  around 
bra,  Mid  aU  kteding^  the  admiral  ofiered  a  hear^^t  prayer  for  divine 
pcoteetion  and  aid.  The  fleet  advanced  t^  the  channel,  in  line  about  a 
cable's  length  apart.  Among  the  pilots  vrete  three  oontrabands,  one  being 
Bobert  Small,  a  Bnan  who  had  obtidned  national  renown  by  the  courage  and 
sagacity  he  had  displayed  in  escaping,  vidth  the  steamer  Plants,  ftom 
Oharleston,  and  in  delivering  her  to  the  blockading  fleet. 

For  nearly  £mr  miles  the  steamers  were  e3q)osed  to  Ihe  batteries  on  Morris 
and  Sullivan's  Islands,  before  Sumter  v^as  brought  within  easy  ranga  Slow- 
ly the  fleet  advanoed,  expecting,  every  moment,  to  encounter  the  guns  of 
Fiurt  Wagner.  The  Wediawken,  which  led,  passed  the  fort  unmolested, 
and,  one  after  anotl^r,  the  entire  squadron  sailed  by  in  silence.  Battery 
Bee,  on  Oummings's  Point,  was  passed  with  equal  impunity.  But  as  die 
Weehawken  rounded  Horns  Island,  and  came  within  effective  range  of 
Sumter,  a  single  barbette  gun  vnta  flrod.  It  was  1^  signal  for  a  converg- 
ing flre  of  over  three  hundred  guns  fhnn  all  tiie  batteries.  The  largest 
guns  fix>m  the  Norfolk  navy-yard,  the  most  ponderous  castings  from  the 
celebrated  Tredegar  works  in  Richmond,  and  the  most  approved  and  la^ 
gei^  rifled  cannon  from  Ikigland,  all  fauried  at  once  their  massive  bolts  upon 
tibe  ships.  Still  the  monitors  deigned  no  reply,  but  steamed  their  way 
cautioiffily  along  to  their  appointed  positions,  until  a  signal  from  the  Iron- 
sides directed  them  to  commence  dnir  work. 

Then  the  huge  guns,  of  fifteien^nch  bore,  hurled  their  shot  of  four  htmdred 
and  twenty  pounds'  wei^t,  deliberately  and  with  unerring  aocura<^  against 
the  fort.  TSot  a  shot  was  lost^  Every  ball  accomplished  its  mission.  It 
was  a  fearful  conflict  No  shipe  were  ever  before 'exposecf  to  such  an  ordeal. 
Solid  shot,  shells,  and  steel-pointed  bolts,  fell  upon  them  like  hailstones, 
and  plowed  the  water  into  foam,  raising  such  a  spray  over  the  low  tnr- 
rets  as  at  times  to  hide  them  entirely  from  view.  The  novdiwest  angle  of 
Sumt^  wae  its  most  vulnerable  point.  To  prevent  the  gunboats  from 
reaching  a  position  from  which  they  could  assail  that  face,  the  rebels  had 
suspended^  from  floating  barrels,,  a  netwoi^  of  ropes  so  arranged  as  to 
catch  and. dog  the  screws  of  the  propellers.  Behind  this  networic  there 
was  another  line  of*  obstructions,  coosuting  of  torpedoes  of  as  gigastio 
power  as  modem  ingenuity  could  construct..  Notwithstanding  the  utmost 
precautions,  five  of  the  monitors  became  entangled  in  the  imares  set  to 
entrap  them,  though  dney  all  were  eventually  woriced  free. 

findii^  it  imposfflble  to  reach  the  northwest  comer  <it  Sumter  by  the 
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jegtikr  dialinei,  the  iron^elads  cndeaTond  t«  Ibiee  a  pMMge  betweea  tbt 
felt  and  Oomminga^g  Pokit  B«t  Ime  they  were  oonfronted  bj  a  row  of 
pile0)  riaiBg  ten  feet  above  tbe  water,  and  ertanding  the  whole  width  of  the 
passage.  Beyond  thifl,  there  waa  another  row  of  jnlee^  extending  from 
Fort  Bipley  to  Fort  JoluKon,  open  only  at  one  pfaoe.  Beneath  that  open* 
ii^  it  waa  said  that  there  was  a  torpedo,  oontafaimg  fire  thonsaEnd  tons  at 
powd^  I  Still  beyond  this  row  of  obstructions  there  were  others,  as  £eu*  as 
the  eye  could  reac^  Behind  them  aH  there  were  three  rebel  ironKdads,  in 
battle  array,  ready  for  the  onset. 

A  heavy  shot  struck  the  Passaic,  ki  sndi  a  porition  as  to  prevent  the 
revolution  of  her  turret  The  boat  was  thnadisaUed  from  any  further  effi« 
d^it  action.  It  was  found  difficult  to  steer  the  vessels  in  the  narrow  and 
tortuous  passage.  The  massive  Ironsides,  in  particular,  was  quite  unman* 
ageable.  Twice  it  was  necessary  to  drop  an  anchor  to  prevent  her  going 
aBh<»e.  The  rapid  tide,  rushing  around  some  curve,  w(Hild  strike  her  bow 
and  veer  the  ^p  about  in  qpite  of  the  power  of  the  rodder.  As  the 
channel  grew  more  narrow  and  crooked,  it  became  quite  impoasible  to 
navigate  the  ship,  and  she  was  andiored  wiftin  twelve  hundred  yards  of 
Fort  Moultrie.  This  monster  ship  disdiarged  one  broadside,  whidb  brought 
down  the  rebel  flag.  Another  was  instantly  run  up.  The  /Ironsides  had 
become  entangled  in  such  a  pbeition  that  she  eould  take  no  fbrther  active 
part  in  the  engagement  Here  she  remained  during  the  whole  oonjBiot,  an 
admirable  target  for  the  rebel  gunners,  her  officers  and  men  chafing  at  their 
oompulsory  inaction. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Oatskill,  Kantueket,  and  Nahant,  took  their  sta- 
tion midway  between  Sumter  and  Moultrie.  The  Keokuk  gallantly 
steamed  to  within  three  hundred  yards  of  Sumter,  drawing  upon  herself 
such  a  concentric  fire,  that  she  received  two  hundred  balls  for  every  one 
Bhe  could  throw.  There  was  sublimity  of  the  highest  kind,  and,  as  an  eye- 
witness exjnreesed  it,  something  truly  pathetic  in  the  spectacle  of  those  little 
floating  circular  towers  exposed  to  the  emshing  weight  of  those  tons  of 
metal  hurled  against  them  with  the  terrific  force  of  modem  projectiles,  and 
with  such  charges  of  powder  as  were  never  before  dreamed  of  in  artillery 
firing.  One  hundred  and  sixty  shots  were  counted  in  a  single  minute. 
Some  of  the  officers  said  that  the  shots  struck  then*  turrets  as  fast  as  the 
ticking  of  a  watch.  Kot  less  than  three  thousand  five  hundred  rounds  were 
fired  by  }he  rebels  in  the  brief  space  of  the  engagement  The  monitors,  but 
eight  of  them — ^leaving  out  the  Ironsides-*-with  but  two  guns  each,  were 
able  to  throw  back  in  return  but  one  hundred  And  fifty.  The  contest 
was  too  unequal — sixteen  floating  guns  against  three  hundred  in  bat- 
tery. 

The  interior  of  the  turrets  presented  a  novel  and  an  exciting  scene. 
The  gunners,  berimed  with  powder  and  stripped  to  the  waist,  were  work- 
ing, in  the  firenzy  of  their  enthusiasm,  with  superiiuman  eneigy.  The 
charge  of  thirty-five  pounds  of  powder  is  passed  up  from  below.  The  ball^ 
weighing  four  hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  is  raised  by  machinery  to  the 
muzzle,  and  rammed  home.  The  gun  is  then  run  to  the  port,  whose 
massive  iron  doc»r  for  the  instant  slides  aside.    The  lanyard  is  pulled,  and 
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with  eartbqnake  votr  tiba  eMivMNis  prof^cfeBa  roibaB  <m  its  W17.  Tht 
walk  of  Sumter  are  tmaaked^  orainUod,  {mhreriadd,  wb^fe^er  th^eTitaiuQ 
missileB  strike  them.  A  cmtor  of  raki  was  «o<m  f oraoed — in  ^rae  part  of  tl^ 
parapet  aevetsal  holes  were  appanoBt  tbroe  feet  in  .diameter.  Two  of  the 
embrasoree  were  atore  into  iUBB.  The  apecdj  rednetiea  of  the  £>rt  wsi 
oertain  if  the  monitoai  ooald  bnt«iidpre  the  ternic  pomnfling  wiih  -wiAiix 
they  were  aasaiied. 

For  a  few  moments  nearljarery  xcbal  pm  was  tamed  upon  the  gaDant 
little  Keokuk.  From  Snmter  and  Monltrie  and  BatMrj  Bee,  $md  Wagner 
and  Beanr^ard  and  the  Bfedan,  ahet  and  ciiell  Mi  ufim  the  two  little 
twrrets,  which  in  the  distanoe  seemed  hnt  like  floating  bnojs.  liTinetj  balld 
straok  her  sides  and  tonsts.  The  aterm  of  iron  S^  litarallj  like  hail* 
stones.  Orer  ninety  shot  left  their  mariisiipon  hsr  laoerated  s^des.  Nine* 
teen  massive  bohs  penetrated  her  hnll.  ^Dte  stoel-peinted  shafts,  whidi 
pierced  Ihe  tamor  of  the  Kecdoik  as  if  it  w^re  cheese-raid^  weighed  a 
hundred  pounds,  and  were  pdished  like  the  finest  cutlery.  One  of  theea 
Aafts,  which  stnudc  the  tucret  at  an  angle,  almost  buried  itself  in  the  solid 
iron.  Tweive  of  the  -orew  of  the  Kedmk  wmre  struck,  among  whom  was 
her  gallant  commands,  Aleaooider  0.  Bhind.  All  this  was  done  in  tea 
minutes,  when  the  heroic  craft  withdrew,  mfNrtally  wounded. 

The  Nahant  was  struck  by  ei^ity  balls.  The  most  seyere  iqjury 
received  was  frota  a  rifled  steel  jhot,  which  hit  the  pilot4iouse  violentlyi 
driving  in  several  boUs,  which  wounded  aU  three  of  the  inmates — one 
mortally.  The  commander,  John  Downes,  was  but  di^tly  hurt.  In 
the  turret  several  bolts  wwre  abo  dariven  in,  which  wounded  a  number  of 
those  working  the  guns. 

The  Passaie  was  also  stmck  fiArj^4hree  times.  A  ten-indli  rifle-ba]} 
acooped  out  a  huge  portion  of  die  top  of  the  turret,  cutting  through  eleven 
plates  <^  iron,  each  an  inch  dn^.  Unimpeded,  the  ponderous  missile  coUf 
tinned  its  path,  striking  ihe  pilotrhonse,  making  a  dent  in  the  plating  three 
indies  deep,  and  ahnost  tearing  the  massive  stmeture  frcmi  its  base. 
Another  shot  struck  the  turret  so  heavily  aa  to  disable  by  the  shock  one 
of  the  gun-carriages.  P^Mrtians  of  the  interior  iron  casing  were  also 
crumbled  down,  which,  lodging  in  the  groove  of  the,  turret,  prevented  i|fe 
£rom  revolving.  Captain  Percival  Drayton  was  the  heroic  c<Hnmander  of 
thisdiip. 

The  Weehawken,  under  the  comsaiaod  of  Oaptain  John  Bogers,  had  a 
part  of  'her  side^annor  torn  up.  A  steel  shot  penetrated  Ave  of  the  plates 
of  iron,  stripping  them  off.  Another  shot  piereed  the  deck-amior,  and 
partially  broke  through  its  wooden  foundation. 

The  Nantucket  received  such  a  contusion  as  to  render  it  impossible  to 
op^i  one  of  the  port-ooveis.  Ilius  the  flfteen-inch  gun  could  no  Icmger  be 
used..  She  reoeiWl  several  other  v^  sevei^  blowjB,  but  none  which  in 
other  respects  impaired  her  efficiency. 

The  Gatskill  was  hit  fifty-one  thnes.  A  shot  broke  through  her  deck- 
plating,  «*ashiBg  a  beam  beneath,  s|>eading  its  force  upon  an  iron  stanchion, 
which  it  settled  half  an  incL  The  remaining  iron-dads,  though  all  were 
ftequently  hit,  escaped  without  any  essential  injury.    Many  of  the  heaviest 
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balls  glanced  bannlesB  from  them.  The  actual  fighting  continned  bnt 
thirty  minutes.  Thirty  minutes  more  of  the  same  action  would  have 
demolished  Sumter,  and  would  probably  also  have  demolished  .the  moni- 
tors. At  five  o'clock,  Admiral  Dupont  signalled  the  fleet  to  withdraw. 
Slowly,  reluctantly,  sadly  they  turned  away  from  their  powerftd  foes,  and 
quietly  steamed  back  to  their  anchorage  off  Morris  Island.  An  informal 
meeting  of  the  officers  was  immediately  held  on  the  flag-dup.  The  report 
of  the  commanders  was  such  as  to  decide  the  admiral  not  to  renew  the 
attack. 

AU  night  long,  on  board  the  Eeokuk,  the  pumps  were  plied  to  keep 
her  from  sinking.  In  the  morning  she  hung  out  a  flag  of  distress.  Boats 
were  sent  to  her  aid.  The  sea  was  pouring  into  her  turrets,  and  scarcely 
were  the  wounded  men  and  a  part  of  her  crew  removed  when  with  a  lurch 
she  plunged  under  the  waves  and  disappeared.  Several  of  her  crew,  as 
she  went  down,  jiunped  into  the  sea,  and  were  rescued  by  the  small  boats. 
Her  flag  was  still  flying  from  tlM  staff  as  the  bold-hearted,  chivalric  war* 
nor  sank  into  the  silent  tomb.  At  noon  the  remainder  of  the  fleet  returned 
to  Port  Koyal,  and  the  troops  were  removed  from  Folly  Island. 

Thus  ended  this  memorable  conflict.  It  demonstrated  the  £Btct  that  no 
ship  had  then  been  constructed  which  could  encounter  the  tremendous 
enginery  of  modem  warfare.  The  failure  to  take  Charleston  was  a  bitter 
disappointment  to  the  North.  The  faith  of  the  community  in  the  offensive 
and  defensive  power  of  the  iron-clads  received  a  violent  shock.  But  for 
the  formidable  obstructions  in  the  harbor,  the  monitors  would  have  steamed 
directly  by  the  forts  in  defiance  of  their  guns,  and  would  have  laid  the 
mty  in  ashes.  The  obstructions  and  the  guns  together  caused  our  defeat. 
Either  alone  would  have  proved  unavailing.  It  is,  however,  a  fiwjt  hitherto 
without  a  parallel  in  the  history  of  the  world,  that  eight  vessels,  with  but 
sixteen  guns  in  all,  fought  for  half  an  hour,  at  a  distance  of  but  from  three 
hundred  to  five  hundred  yards,  some  of  the  strongest  fortifications  on  the 
coast,  mounting  over  three  hundred  guns  of  the  largest  calibre  and  the 
most  formidable  patterns  constructed  in  Europe  or  America.* 

Much  diversity  of  opinion  arose  in  the  North  in  reference  to  the  expo* 
diency  of  renewing  the  attack.  Chief-Engineer  Stimers,  who  had  been 
sent  out  by  the  Government  to  superintend  the  preparation  of  the  moni- 
tors, afiSrmed  that  all  the  vessels,  except  the  Keokuk,  which  was  not  one 
of  the  monitors,  were  as  ready  for  effective  action  the  day  after  the  battle 
as  ever.     The  injuries  sustained  were  so  slight,  that  they  were  repaired 

*  The  whole  fleet,  of  nine  vefwels,  were  struck  about  five  hundred  and  fifteen  times,  as  follows. 

Umhj  of  these  blows  inflicted  no  wound  whatever;  tbej  merely  striidc  and  glanced  harmlesslj 

awaj: — 

New  Ironsides  reoeired  of  shots  aboot 66 

Kaokuk  "  "         "    90 

Weehawken  "  "         "    60 

Ifontouk  "  "         " 20 

Passaic  "  «         "    63 

Hantndcet  ••  «         «    51 

OfttskiU  "  "        "    61 

Patapsoo  "  «        " 46 

Nahant  «  u         u    , g0 

ToL.  n— ai . 
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during  the  night  and  a  part  of  the  next  d^y.    Graduallj,  h^eyer^  public 
opinion  coincided  with  Adiniral  Dupont  in  his  decisian. 

In  October  of  1862,  Geaieral  O.  M.  Tifitehel,  being  then  in  command  of 
the  Army  of  the  South,  sent  out  an  expedition  which,  thoi^h  not  primarily 
directed  against  the  city  of  C!harleston,  was  intended  as  an  auxiliary 
demonstration.  The  CharleBtoH  and  Savailnah  Bailroad  connects  these 
two  cities  in  a  line  running  about  forty  miles  inland,  west  of  Hilton  Head. 
The  garrisons  established  in  these  two  commercial  capitals  of  Georgia 
and  South  Carolina  had  been  of  much  mutual  advantage.  The  railroad 
fumish^4  &  rapid  and  easy  mode  of  ocmc^xtration  at  either  point  which 
might  be  threatened.  It  was,  therefore,  desirable  to  destroy  this  line  of 
communication  permanently,  so  as  to  force  the  rebels  to  keep  a  laige  gar* 
risen  at  both  places. 

On  the  21st  of  October,  Brigadier-General  J.  M.  Brannan,  with  a  foroe 
of  four  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-eight  men,  left  Port  Eoyal  in 
steamers,  and  proceeded  up  Broad  River  to  HcEay  Point,  at  the  junction 
of  the  Pocotaligo  River,  where  they  arrived  the  next  morning.  A  small 
force  was  then  sent  to  the  Coosahatchie  Biver,  to  destroy  the  railroad  and 
bridges  in  tbat  direction.  The  remainder  of  the  expedition  commenced 
their  march  to  destroy  the  bridges  which  crossed  the  Pocotaligo.  They 
had  not  advanced  more  than  a  mile  when  tiiey  encountered  a  rebel  batteiy, 
which  opened  fire  upon  them.  The  rebels,  however,  were  speedily  driven 
fix>m  the  intrenchmente.  In  their  retreat  they  destroyed  behind  tibem  the 
bridges  which  <.ossed  numerous  smaU  .ire^Js,  thus  e^ioudy  retard!^  the 
progress  of  the  pursu^^. 

The  patriots  pressed  vigorously,  their  engineers  rapidly  reconstructing 
the  demolished  bridges,  until,  after  the  advance  of  a  mile  uid  a  half,  they 
came  to  a  battery  of  more  formidable  proportions,  which  could  be  ap- 
proached only  by  a  raised  road  through  a  swamp.  After  an  hour  of  veiy 
heroic  fighting,  during  which  the  assailants  suffered  severe  loss,  this' battery 
was  also  taken,  the  garrison  escaping  only  by  the  most  rapid  fiight. 

A  short  distance  beyond,  at  the  junction  of  two  roads,  the  rebels  made 
a  third  stand  on  the  other  side  of  a  bridge  crossing  the  Pocotaligo  River. 
The  patriots  had  met  with  more  serious  opposition  than  they  had  antici- 
pated. Unfortunately,  here  their  ammunition  failed  them,  and  they  had  to 
send  back  to  the  boats  for  a  fresh  supply.  The  rebels  fired  the  bridge 
across  the  river.  From  behind  thdir  well-manned  batteries  th^  opened  a 
destructive  fire,  which  rendered  it  impossible  for  our  troops  to  cross  the 
stream.  In  the  mean  time,  reenforcements  were  rapidly  reaching  them 
from  Savannah  and  Charlestoh. 

The  situation  of  the  Unionists  now  became  quite  precarious.  Their 
ammunition  was  nearly  expended.  Their  foes  w^re  gathering  tiii^k  and 
fest.  Their  further  progress  seemed  completely  obstructed.  They  were 
utterly  exhausted  by  the  long  march  and  incessant  fighting  of  a  whole 
day,  and  the  gloom  of  night  was  fast  closing  in  aroxmd  them.  During  the 
long  hours  of  the  autunmal  night,  enough  troops  might  be  sent  forward 
from  SaVann€th  Mid  Charleston  to  render  their  situation  desperate.  Under 
these  circjumstances,  Generfd  Brann&n  wi^ly  ordered  a  retreat.    He  buried 
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his  dead,  took  his  wounded  with  him,  and  suoceasfiilly  reached  his  gun- 
boats unmolested. 

It  subsequently  appeared  that  the  rebels  had  been  informed  of  th« 
whole  movement,  and  had  made  deliberate  and  ample  preparations  to  meet 
it  During  the  fight  aki  incident  occurred  developing  courage  and  prefh 
ence  of  mind  worthy  of  the  most  honorable  record.  A  rebel  shell  fell 
into  one  of  our  ammunition-boxes,  and  lay  there  smoking  and  hissing, 
ready  to  explode  and  scatter  terrible  destruction  all  around.  Artificer 
Zincks,  seeing  the  danger,  seized  the  shell  and  threw  it  into  a  ditch,  where 
it  ahnost  instantly  ex]>V>d^  wpun^ing  Juni*  His  coolness  and  courage 
probably  saved  many  lives. 

In  the  mean  time,  Colonel  Earton,  with  a  force  of  three  hundred  and 
fifty  men,  had  ascended  the  Ooosahatchie  River  on  the  steams  Planter.  In 
consequence  of  the  low  water,  they  could  only  reach  a  point  about  two 
miles  below  the  town  of  the  same  nanie.  Here  the  men  were  landed, 
though  with  some  difficulty,  in  consequence  of  the  swampy  nature  of  the 
growd.  The  foroe  ndvaooed,  skirmishing  with  the  enemy's  cavalry. 
When  about  a  mile  from  the  town,  the  whistle  of  a  locomotive  was  heard, 
and  a  train  of  eight  cars  appeared.  Six  were  platfbrm  cars,  crowded  with 
loldi^rs.  Two  box^^us  oontained  the  officers.  They  had  also  two  pieces 
of  artillery.  The  cars  were  in  r^[»kl  motion.  Colonel  Barton  immedi- 
ately c^ned  fire  upon  the  train.  Quite  a  nun^ber  instantly  droiq>ed,  killed 
or  wounded  by  the  storm  of  bullets.  About  thirty  sprang  from  the  cars. 
Kany  of  these  w^e  maimed  or  killed  by  the  fall.  The  rest  took  to  the 
swamp.  The  patriots  picked  up  fr<Hn  the  track  thirty  stand  of  arms,  an 
officer's  sword  and  hat,  and  a  flag  belonging  to  the  ^^  Whippy  Swamp 
Guards." 

The  tisain,  however,  was  not  stopped.  Bushing  on  with  renewed  ve- 
locity, as  though  stung  by  the  wound,  it  soon  disappeared  in  the  distance. 
The  patriot  troops  then  commenced  tearing  up  the  roa4.  While  this  was 
being  done.  Colonel  Barton  pushed  rapidly  towards  the  town  with  the 
greater  port  of  his  force.  They  soon  came  to  the  enemy,  formidably  posted 
behind  a  bridge.  They  w^re  in  numbers  so  superior  to  the  patriots,  that  it 
was  not  deemed  safe  to  attack  them.  Colcmel  Barton,  therefore,  having 
first  destroyed  the  bridge,  oomm^iced  a  return  to  his  boat.  The  rebels 
cautiously  followed,  and  attempted  to  ann<^  him  as  he  was  refimbarking. 
They  were,  however,  repulsed  with  severe  loss. 

This  expedition  was  to  have  been  led  by  General  Hitchel  himset£ 
His  serious  sickness  prevented.  The  death  of  this  noble  man,  which 
soon  followed,  and  which  was  everywhere  regarded  as  a  national  calan^ 
ity,  led  to  the  abandooment  of  any  forttiqr  d^^icp^  in  that  quartor^ 
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Aftkb  thQ  unforttinate  attack  upon  CharleBton,  two  months  of  inactivity 
ensued,  relieved  only  bj  the  capture  of  blockade-runners.  In  June, 
Brigadier-General  Quincy  A.  Gillmore,  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  was  intrusted 
with  the  command  at  Port  EoyaL  Tlis  success  in  the  reduction  of  Fort 
Pulaski  had  given  him  some  prestige.  Felly  Island,  a  narrow  strip  of 
sand  fiinging  James  Island,  was  made  the  base  of  operations.  This  barren 
reach  of  sand-hillocks  is  about  eight  miles  long,  running  parallel  with  the 
coast.  At  its  northern  extremity  it  is  separated  from  Morris  Island  by  a 
creek  called  Light-House  Inlet  This  latter  island,  extending  due  north 
about  five  miles,  gently  bends  into  Charleston  harbor,  its  extreme  north- 
western terminus,  at  Cnmmings's  Points  reaching  within  two  miles  of  Fort 
Bumter. 

At  the  southern  base  of  Morris  Island  the  rebels  had  erected  a  se- 
ries of  batteries,  supported  by  extensive  rifle-pits,  to  command  the 
crossing  of  the  inlet.  Secretly  and  by  night  General  Gillmore  sent 
heavy  guns  along  to  the  northern  extremity  of  FoUy  Island.  It  waa 
the  plan  to  silence  the  rebel  batteries  and  land  the  troops  at  that  point. 
General  Seymour  was  placed  in  command  of  the  enterprise.  The  works 
were  erected  xmder  the  immediate  care  of  Lieutenants  Luter,  Maguire, 
and  Wilson,  under  curtain  of  the  night.  The  batteries  were  behind 
sand-hills,  so  as  not  to  be  visible  in  the  daytime.  The  rebels  had  no 
suspicion  of  the  enterprise  which  was  in  movement.  The  breastworks 
were  composed  of  sand-bags  and  timber,  with  bomb-proofs  for  infantry 
supports. 

The  preparations  being  all  thoroughly  made  on  the  10th  of  July,  this 
new  act  in  the  drama  of  war  was  opOTcd.  General  Strong's  Brigade  was 
directed  to  embark  in  boats,  move  up  I^olly  Island  Creek,  and  land  on  the 
south  end  of  Morris  Island.  Lieutenal|t-Commanding  Bunco  was  to  take 
four  howitzer  launches  and  cover  the  lailding  of  Strongs  Brigade  by  shell- 
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log  the  rifle-pits  of  the  foe.  Brigadier-Oeneral  Terry  was  to  ascend  the 
Stono  RiYer,  and  attack  James  Island  as  a  feint.  It  was  hoped  that  thus 
many  of  the  rebek  might  be  drawn  away  from  Morris  Island.  Another 
BmaU  force  was  to  enter  an  inlet  west  of  the  island,  with  the  design  of 
taming  some  of  the  batteries. 

On  the  night  of  the  9th  of  Jnly,  the  sand  was  shovelled  from  the  em- 
brasures of  the  batteries,  and  a  crowd  of  eager  spectators  stationed  them- 
selyes  in  position,  where  a  view  of  the  contest  coidd  be  gained.  At  five 
minutes  of  five  in  the  morning  the  first  gim  was  fired,  and  such  had  been 
the  secrecy  observed,  that  the  eaemj  were  taken  entirely  by  surprise.  The 
first  ball  struck  a  gun-carriage,  disabling  it,  and  the  rebels  were  instantly 
se^  like  hornets  disturbed  in  their  nests,  swarming  upon  their  parapets, 
and  looking  around  in  amazement  to  ascertain  from  what  point  the  bolt 
came.  In  another  moment  aU  the  guns  from  the  masked  batteries  were 
ablaze,  hurling  their  missiles  of  destructian  and  death  into  the  works  of 
the  foe. 

^Notwithstanding  the  complete  surprise,  the  rebels  stood  their  ground 
manfrilly.  Still  the  excitement  of  the  sudden  and  destructive  attack  was 
so  great,  that  they  fired  wildly.  Their  shot  passed  over  our  batteries,  and 
were  seen  ricochetting  far  away  upon  the  sand  in  the  rear.  In  the  mean 
time  the  ^nboats  had  taken  a  good  position,  and  inflicted  severe  punish- 
ment upon  the  rebels,  while  sharpshooters  picked  off  the  men  working  at 
their  gons. 

The  howitzer  boats  opened  upon  the  rifle-pits,  near  Light-House  Inlet, 
with  such  effect  that  the  rebels  turned  the  main  weight  of  thdr  guns  upon 
the  boats.  One  boat  was  sunk.  •  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hodman,  of  the 
Seventh  Connecticut,  with  a  portion  of  his  regiment,  was  the  first  to 
land  on  Morris  Island.  'Regardless  of  a  very  severe  fire,  he  gallantly 
charged  ai)d  carried  the  rifle-pits.  'In  the  mean  time.  General  Strong  was 
taking  the  Sixth  Connecticut  ashore,  in  front  of  the  batteries  which  were 
not  yet  silenced.  Anxious  to  inspire  his  men  with  his  own  heroism  and 
eagerness,  when  he  had,  reached  as  he  supposed  near  enough  to  the  shore, 
he  was* the  first  to  leap  overboard.  But  the  water  was  deeper  than 
he  imagined,  and  he  went  entirely  under.  Captain  Harral,  hitf  aid,  jumped 
after  him ;  but  the  general,  with  sinewy  arms,  struck  boldly  out,  swam 
ashore,  and  was  the  first  to  land  upon  the  beach.  The  boats  swiftly  fol- 
lowed. The  men  were  safely  landed,  and  formed  in  line  under  the  shelter 
of  some  sand-hills. 

The  order  to  charge  was  given.  "With  cheers  the  men  sprang  forward, 
across  the  marsh,  over  the  rifle-pits,  up  the  bluff,  cheered  all  the  way  by 
the  huzzas  of  their  comrades  who  watched  them  fit)m  the  other  side  of  the 
inlet  or  creek.  The  guns  of  the  rebel  batteries  were  turned  fiercely  upon 
them,  but  could  not  check  their  course.  The  yards  of  the  gunboats  were 
manned,  and  the  hearty  tars  waved  their  tarpaulins  and  shouted  encourage* 
meut  and  admiration,  as  the  storming  party  took  one  battery  after  another, 
and,  pursuing  the  ftigitives,  disappeared  over  the  distant  undulations  of 
the  idand. 

Aft  soon  as  possible,  the  One  Hundredth  New  York,  under  Colonel 
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Dandj,  the  SevBntli  Il'ew  Hampshire,  under  OoliMiel  S.  HL  Fotnam,  and 
part  of  the  Forty-eighth  New  Tovk  Se^meiit,  wete  landed  as  reenforce- 
mc^ntB^and  joined  in  the  pnrstiit  a£  the  lelveating  rebels^  At  length  thej 
tame  withiii  range  of  lihe  fixe  of  tiw  poweifiil  forte  Wagner  and  Gregg^ 
on  the  upper  part  of  the  island.  The  Seventh  New  Hampaluve  had  neyer 
b^ore  been  niider  firci,  but  hi^roEically  they*  diacharged  aU  the  dntiee  of  th^ 
periloitB  hour.  About  two  miks  Up  the  idand  thej  enooniiteped  a  batterj, 
which  thej  took  by  an  impetaouB  diaige,  md  promptly  turned  Hxe  gmui 
upon  the  swift-footed  foe. 

General  Strong,  finding  hit  wet  dotliea  eileitmbeiied  him  in  tine  eager 
pursuit,  threw  asi^  hia  coat  and  drew  off  his  boots  to  pour  out  the  Water. 
Finding  it  difiScult  to  get  his  soaked  boots^  on  again,  he  marefaed  forward 
in  his  stockings  two  miles  over  die  burnii^  «auL  The  men  were  highly 
pleased  with  the  novel  unifovm  in  which  their  lead^  was  decked^  and  ez« 
pvesied  theif  approval  in  fi»}ueirt  cdie^rt; 

One  after  another,  ten  batteries  of  various  sizes  were  taken.  The  ene^ 
my,  as  they  retreated,  burned  several  bmldings  filled  with  commissary 
Btorea.  A  number  of  g<diMi  and  a  large  part  of  the  cavgo  of  the  blockade* 
runner  Suby,  which  had  gene  ashore  on  the  island,  were  captured.  One 
hundred  and  thirty-nine  privates  and  eleven  commissicmed  officera  were 
mardbied  to  the  rear  asprisonem;  Having  c(»ne  within  range  of  the  gum  (^ 
Forts  Wagner  and  Oregg,  tbe  column  was  halted  to  prepare  for  a  more  de- 
termined attack.  General  Oillmore  came  to  the  front  to  reconnoitre,  and 
General  Strong  was  pot  in  command  of  the  islaaid*  It  was  deemed  Wise, 
in  view  of  the  strength  of  these  formidable  forts,  to  rest  for  a  fdme,  and 
gather  new  strength  for  the  desperate  assanlt 

In  the  mean  time  the  iron-dads  were  ruBuing  up  along  the  shore,  and 
about  nine  o'doek  they  opened  fire  upon  Fort  Wagnes,  eliciting  a  vigorous 
though  harmless  response.  The  bombardment  continued  for  several  hours, 
without  much  damage  being  infiieted  by  either  party.  Admiral  Dahl- 
gren,  who  had  succeeded  Admiral  Dupont  as  oommander-in^ohifif  of  the 
naval  force,  was  on  the  CatskiU,  which  was  struek  fifty-two  times*  Tbe 
only  damaire  she  sufTered  was  in  the  drrvim  back  of  a  bolt,  whioh  just 
gr.LTr^mirri'B  head,  i»flicti«g  C^e.  no  injur,..  W  iJo^ 
bivouacked  for  the  night  aBaoi^  the  hillocks  of  tiie  marshy  island,  having 
made  preparation  to  storm  the  forts  the  next  mcuming. 

With  the  early  light  of  the  11th,  the  Seventh  Oemiectaeut,  supported 
by  the  Ninth  Maine  and  the  Seventh  Pennsylvania,  moved  nkoiaelessly 
Aoag  the  shme,  shrouded  in  the  dim  twOij^  of  the  mornings  Unobserved, 
they  pressed  on  until  the  enemy's  pickets  were  enoountered,  who  gave  the 
alarm.  A  terrible  fiiv  was  instantly  opened  upon  the  advandn^  patriots. 
With  a  riiout  they  rushed  headlong  into  the  stCMrm  of  butsting  ofaells,  hand 
grenades,  and  rifle-baU^  which  were  huriod  upon  tkem.  The  darkness  was 
howev^  such,  that  the  rebel  gmm^s  oovld  not  lake  good  aim^  and  coan* 
paratively  few  were  iltsmck  down.  Not  a  man  fiinchedL  On  they  mahed, 
over  obstrdctions  into  ditehes,  treading  upon  torpedoes^  until  they  clam* 
bered  the  parapet  and  sprang  into  the  works.  A  hand-to-hand  oomtest  of 
great  desperation  was  now  waged.    The  rebels  were  gradually  driven  be- 
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hind  snch  protectionB  tfs  Hhe  interior  of  the  rampartd  afforded;  Th^ 
fieyenth  Connectictit  led  in  thie  heroio  charge. 

The  Seventy-sixth  Penngyltttoia  preaeed  on  doee  behind.  But  in  the  in* 
creasing  Bght  the  rebels  had  got  a  better  range,  and  they  were  exposed  to  a 
more  destractive  fire.  In  the  absence  of  their  colonel,  who  was  sick^  for  a 
moment  they  wavered ;  but  Hi&jor  Hicks  ph)mptly  rallied  them.  Again 
tiiey  rushed  In  through  sn<^h  a  stiiggerihg  tempest  of  mutilation  and  death, 
that  but  fbw  reached  the  parapet.  The  Ninth  Maine,  seeing  how  i)aatters 
stood,  and  that  it  was  impossible  with  the  force  they  had  to  carry  works 
which  were  proved  to  be  so  strong,  commenced  a  retreat  Hie  Connecticut 
troops,  with  the  few  from  Pennsylvania  who  had  joined  them,  were  now 
in  an  appalling  condition.  Every  moment  they  were  falling  before  the 
unerring  rifles  of  the  foe.  Their  commander  was  severely  wounded,  and 
no  reSnfbrcements  could  come  to  their  aid.  It  was  impossible  for  them 
without  support  to  hold  the  works  into  which  they  had  plunged.  A  retreat 
was  of  necessity  ordered.  It  became  a  fearf^  race  for  life.  The  rebels 
turned  their  guns,  charged  with  grape  and  canister,  upon  them,  and  the 
patriots  fell  in  dreadfhl  slaughter. 

Nearly  a  week  passed  away,  during  which  time  both  parties  looked 
sternly  at  each  other,  each  prepsring  for  a  renewal  of  the  strife. 

While  the  rebels  were  strengthening  their  works,  the  patriots  were 
busy  throwing  up  imtrenchments,  that  they  might  permanently  hold  the 
ground  which  they  had  gained.  It  will  be  remembered  that  General  Terry 
was  to  make  a  diversion  on  James  Island.  In  this  he  was  quite  successfuL 
liandmg  under  cover  of  five  gunboats,  near  a  littie  hamlet  called  Secession-* 
ville,  he  encountered  and  routed  some  five  thousand  Georgia  troops.  Ho 
had  two  regiments  of  colored  tro<^)e — the  Fifty-fourth  Massachusetts  and 
the  Second  South  Carolina.  These  colored  troops  cluirged  with  great 
bravery,  and  drove  the  foe  wildly  before  tBem.  The  rebels,  with  the  loss 
of  three  hundred  men,  were  driven  beyond  Secessionville  into  some  sh^ng 
intrenchments  in  the  r^ar,  where  they  made  a  stand. 

Upon  the  18th,  a  new  attack  was  make  on  Fort  Wagner.  -  It  was  first 
assailed  by  ei  fierce  bombardment  from  the  i)x>n-clad  gunboats  Hontauk, 
Ironsides,  Catskill,  Nantucket,  Weehawken,  and  Fatapsco,  'These  boats 
took  position  within  short  range  of  the  fort,  while  several  wooden  gunboats, 
at  a  greater  distance,  pitched  their  shells  into  the  ramparts  of  the  foe. 
At  the  same  time  fifty-four  guns  in  battery  opened  a  deadly  fire  upon  the 
rebel  works.  From  noon  till  night  the  bombardment  raged  sublimely.  It, 
however,  accomplished  but  Uttle.  Two  guns  were  dismounted,  and  the 
beauty  of  the  parapet  was  destroyed.  The  defensive  power  of  the  fort  was. 
not,  however,  materially  weakened. 

At  sunset  the  fieet  withdrew,  and  the  cannonade  ceased.  Just  then, 
a  black  clond  appeared  in  the  sky,  with  muttering  thunder.  One  of  the 
fiercest  of  tempests  commenced  its  i^ar,  as  if  to  show  how  insignificant 
the  artillery  of  eaith  compared  with  that  of  the  skies.  In  the  midst  of 
this  storm,  preparations  were  riiade  to  carry  the  fort  by  assault.  Three 
brigades,  under  charge  of  General  Strong,  Colonel  Putnam,  and  General 
StevMison,  were  brought  forward  for  the  perilous  enterprise.    To  a  thought- 
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fill  mind  the  plan  did  not  give  promiBe  of  succesB.  The  hngades  were 
hurriedly  at  the  moment  formed  for  the  duty.  The  troops  were  but 
very  imperfectly  acquainted  with  their  brigade  commanders.  Many  had 
never  before  been  imder  fire ;  and  all  remembered  the  bloody  repulse  of 
the  11th. 

The  evening  twilight  was  fading  away,  when  these  troops  with  solenm 
tread  moved  along  the  hard  beach,  from  which  the  tide  had  retired,  to  the 
assault.  Colonel  Shaw,  at  the  head  of  the  Fifty-fourth  Massachusetts 
colored  troops,  led!  These  were  followed  by  the  Sixth  Connecticut,  under 
Colonel  Chatfield,  the  Forty-eighth  New  York,  under  Colonel  Barton,  the 
Third  New  Hampshire,  under  Colonel  Jackson,  the  Seventy-sixth  Penn- 
sylvania, and  the  Ninth  Maine,  under  Colonel  Emory.  Th^e  troops  were 
to  march  half  a  mile  over  the  smooth,  hard  beach,  in  direct  view  of  the 
enemy,  and  exposed  every  step  to  the  murderous  fire  of  his  guns.  By  poii.** 
blank  range  the  batteries  of  Wagner  could  sweep  this  beach  wiUi  grape 
and  canister.  At  the  same  time,  the  barbette  guns  on  Fort  Sumter  and 
the  heavy  batteries  on  Cumnungs's  Point  could  rake  the  line  with  an  enfi- 
lading fire.    Never  were  men  doomed  to  a  more  terrible  storm  of  iron  haih 

As  they,  with  rapid  step,  commenced  their  march,  instantly  the 
terrible  tornado  of  war  burst  upon  them.  Leaving  their  path  strewed  with, 
the  dead  and  dying,  they  rushed  on,  breasting  the  smothering  tempest,  till, 
plunging  through  the  ditches  and  clambering  the  parapet,  they  engaged  in 
a  hand-to-hand  fight  with  their  foes.  The  ditches  were  raked  with  grape 
and  canister  from  the  rebel  howitzers.  Hand  grenades  and  every  other 
murderous  implement  of  war  fell  mercilessly  upon  them.  Patriot  and 
rebel  fought  with  the  utmost  de^eration.  There  has  been  no  conflict 
during  the  war  m  which  the  TTnion  troops  displayed  more  heroism.  Kev^ 
did  men  fight  with  death  staring  them  more  steadfastly  in  the  face.  The  • 
famous  charge  at  Balaklava  was  scarcely  more  desperate. 

The  imagination  c^  hardly  conceive  a  scene  more  awful  than  was 
now  presented.  It  was  night,  and  a  night  of  blackness  of  darkness.  The 
^arth* seemed  to  shake,  beneath  the  terrific , peals  x>f  thunder,  while  vivid 
flashes  of  liglitmng  frequently  illumined  the  spectacle  with  their  terrific, 
glare.  Sulphurous  cloUds  of  sipol^e  hung^over  the  struggling  combatants,  ' 
while  the  cries  of  onset  and  the  explosions  of  artillery  and  musketry  ware 
blended  with  the  awftd  roar. 

The  cariiage  was  dreadful.  In  a  few  moments.  General  Strong,  Colonel 
Shaw,  Colonel  Chatfield,  Colonel  Bai-ton,  Colonel  Green,  Colonel  Jackson, 
and  a  large  number  of  other  brave  officers,  had  fallen.  The  Fifty-fourth  Mas- 
sachusetts Colored  Kegiment,  having  lost  their  revered  commander  Colonel 
Shaw,  performed  prodigies  of  valor,  and  fought  with  heroism,  which  won 
for  them  the  love  of  the  nation,  under  their  surviving  youthful  leader. 
Lieutenant  Higginson.  The  patriot  troops  forced  their  way  into  a  comer 
of  the  fort,  and,  for  an  hour,  held  it.  The  fort  was  tpo  numerous  in  its 
garrison  and  too  strong  in  its  works  to  be  thus  taken.  It  was  madnees  to 
remain  longer  under  so  deadly  a  fire.  The  order  to  retreat  was  fp.y&iu 
It  required  desperate  valor  to  fight  their  way  into  the  fort.  It  required  no 
less  valor  to  fight  their  way  out  again.    Over  a  thousand  rebels  had  reposed 
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qidddy  in  their  bomb-proofe  imliarmed  by  the  bombardment,  and,  the  mo- 
mmt  our  charging  columns  appeared,  mshed  out  freeh  for  the  fight. 

It  was  midnight  when  our  troops  retired,  still  exposed,  as  they  retreated 
akttg  the  beach,  to  the  pitiless  peltings  of  this  battle-storm.  The  expanse 
was  covered  with  the  wounded,  the  dying,  and  the  dead.  Twinkling  lights 
were  seen  here  and  there,  as  friendly  hands  sought  the  wounded  and  bore 
them,  in  stretchers,  from  the  range  of  fire.  Some,  their  life-blood  ebbing 
away,  fell  sweetly  asleep,  as  with  placid  smile  they  dreamed  of  those 
friends  and  that  home  which  they  would  never  see  again.  Others,  in  the 
frenzy  of  delirium,  shouted  and  sang,  while  the  mUsic  of  the  tireless 
billows  chanted  funeral  dirges  all  along  the  desolate  shore. 

Some  time  elapsed  after  this  unsuccessful  attack  upon  Wagner,  during 
which  both  parties  were  strengthening  their  positions.  The  patriots, 
wcNrking  day  and  night,  in  the  face  of  a  severe  fire,  gradually  advanced 
their  parallels.  The  rebels  had  buried  thickly  torpedoes,  just  below  the 
surface  of  the  ground,  where  the  blow  of  a  pick  or  shovel  would  explode 
them.  This  rendered  extreme  caution  necessary.  About  fifty  yards  in 
advance  of  our  works  the  enemy  had  constructed  rifle-pits,  from  which 
their  sharpshooters  seriously  annoyed  our  workmen  in  the  parallels.  One 
evening  in  August,  the  Twenty-fourth  Massachusetts,  armed  with  a  gun 
in  one  hand  and  a  shovel  in  the  other,  dashed  into  the  pits.  The  rebeb 
rushed  in  swarms  from  the  rear  and  made  for  Fort  Wagner  A  number 
of  howitzers,  which  were  in  position  for  the  service,  swept  the  line  of 
their  retreat  with  so  terrible  a  fire,  that  most  of  the  ftigitives  were  com- 
pelled  to  return  and  surrender.  By  this  advance  our  lines  y^ere  brought 
widiin  two  hundred  yarcb  of  Fort  Wagner. 

About  tiiis  time  a  masked  battery  was  erected  in  a  marsh,  from  which 
shells  could  easily  be  thrown  into  Sumter.  This  marsh  fringed  Moms 
Island  on  the  west,  by  a  bbrder  nearly  a  mile  wide.  It  was  covered  with 
a  luxurious  growth  of  canes,  and,  though  dry  at  low  tide,'  was  at  high  tide 
covered  with  water  about  four  feet  deep.  Scows,  loaded  with  sand-bags, 
were  fibated,.by  night,  to  a  selected  spat,  and  thus  a  solid  foundation  was 
made,  which  rose  several  ftet  above  the  surfSftce  of  the  water.  All  the 
work  had  to  be  done  by  night,  as  the  spot  was  in  fall  view  from  ^Yeral 
batteries.  An  inmiense  two-hundred-pound  Parrott  gun  was  then  floated 
through  the  canes  and  mounted.  Its  ponderous  missiles  were  to  be  thrown 
a  little  more  than  two  and  a  half  miles.  When  it  first  opened  fire,  this 
monster  gun  hurled  its  BoVd  shot  entirely  through  the  gorge  wall  of  the 
fort,  tearing  holes  from  four  to  five  feet  in  diameter.  The  soldiers  christ- 
ened this  battery  the  "  Swamp  Angel.''  Several  other  batteries  were  also 
Tested  for  an  assault  upon  Sumter. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th  of  August,  General  Qillmore,  having  sixty 
guns  in  position,  opened  fire  upon  the  doomed  fortress,  where  the  fiag  of 
treason  was  defiantly  unfurled.  At  the  same  time  the  fleet,  consisting 
of  the  Ironsides,  several  monitors,  and  some  wooden  gunboats,  cooperated. 
The  fleet  first  opened  upon  Wagner  and  Gregg,  and  speedily  silenced 
their  guns.    They  then  proceeded  to  the  bombardment  of  Sumter. 

The  terrific  cannonade  continued  with  but  slight  intermission  for  many 
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days.  The  Farrott  gonfi  thievr  bolts  eiglit  indies  in  diameter,  Ifwo  feet* 
long,  with  fldt  heads  of  chilled  iron,  and  which  weighed  two  hundred 
pounds.  Before  this  pounding  the  masBj^  walls  of  the  fort  were  gradually 
crumbled  into  a  heap  of  loose  stonea.  Ftom  the  17th  of  August  to  the 
S4th,  this  storm  of  iron  fell  with  ceaseless  favj  oh  the  fort.  1%e  foee  of  the 
fort  then  presented  a  shapeless  mass  of  ruin,  and  was  reported  by  Oeneral 
Gillmore  as  no  longer  of  any  avail  in  the  defence  of  Charleston^ 

Several  shells  were  also  thrown  into  the  city  of  Oharieston,  a  distance 
6f  four  or  five  miles,^  creating  great  astonishment  and  consternation  there. 
Thirteen  of  Ihese  shells,  thrown  by  the  "  Swamp  Angel,**  entered  the  city. 
While  this  bombardment  was  going  on,  our  parallels  were  rapidly  ap- 
proaching Wagner.  By  the  Tth  of  September  the  isappers  had  nnned  the 
counterscarp,  and  all  the  arrangements  were  made  to  carry  the  works  by 
tosault  the  next  morning.  That  night  the  rebel  Colonel  Eeitt,  of  South 
Carolina,  with  his  garrisons  in  Forts  Wagner  and  Gtregg^  of  about  sixteen 
hundred  men,  effected  tiieir  esci^  in  small  boats.  In  tlie  morning  our 
troops  entered  the  evacuated  forts  unopposed.  They  were  thus  left  in 
undisputed  possession  of  Morris  Island. 

A  very  heroic  but  disastrous  attempt  was  made  on  the  ?&  to  storm 
Fort  Sumter.  There  was,  perhiqps^  more  of  chitalric  valor  Aan  of  sound 
judgment  in  this  enterprise.  lieutenant-Commandant  Williams,  and  a 
hundred  marines,  approached  the  fort  in  abotit  thirty  boats.  They  were 
met  with  a  deadly  fire  of  musketry  and  hand  grenades ;  and,  at  a  signal 
from  the  fort,  all  the  surrouncHng  rebel  batteries  opened  upon  them  with 
such  well-directed  volleys  that  tihtey  were  compelled  to  retire,  having  lost 
about  fifty  of  their  number  in  killed  or  wounded. 

Weary  months  now  passed  away,  during  which  no  progress  was  made 
towards  the  capture  of  Charleston.  The  hostile  forces,  strongly  idtrenehedy 
looked  each  other  sternly  in  the  face,  while  a  slow  but  steady  bombard- 
ment was  kept  up  on  both  sides.  CSiarleston  did  not  Ml  untU  Sherman, 
In  Mb  majiestio  campai^  from  Savannah  to  Columbia,  was  found  in  its 
rear,  when  the  rebels  were  compelled  to  a  precipitate  evacuation.  These 
incidents  must  be  recorded  in  the  ohaptar  whi(^  narrates  Sherman*^ 
•    campaign. 
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A  BAKe^Kof  mountaiiitf,  commencing  at  thd  ettrenienofrtjieflstem  tknind* 
1117  of  Maine,  nms  in  a  sonthwesteiiy  dtfeetion  patallei  to^  and  not  far 
firom  the  Atlantic  coast,  terminatfing  in  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Geor- 
gia. The  White  Mountains  of  New  Hampshire,  the  (Jreen  Vbnntains  of 
Yermont,  the  Berkshire  Hills  of  Massachusetts,  and  tiie  Catskill  Moun* 
tains  of  New  York,  constitute  a  part  of  tfiis^  range.  Enrterinrg  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  it  assumes  a  more  distinctfy  continuous  character,  and  evient- 
nally  diveiges  into  three  great  parallet  ridges,  the  Blue,  the  Allegitany,  and 
the  Cumb^and. 

These  ridges  dndde  the  Old  Ifeminion  into  BTast  and  West  Tirginia, 
and  give  a  peci^iarly  broken  and  mountainous  character  to  East  Tennessee 
and  Northern  Alabama  arid  Georgia.  Mountains  have  always  been  fevor- 
able  to  liberty.  In  the  midst  of  these  hills  there  have  ever  dwelt  a  hardy 
and  industrious  population,  in  the  Southern  States,  quite  dfftrent  ftom 
Uteir  brethren  of  the  lowlands.  In  flke  American  Revolution,  when  th^ 
inhabitants  of  the  plains  were  almost  equally  £vided  into  tories  and  loy alists*, 
these  hardy  mountaineeis,  almost  to  a  man,  rallied  as  patriots.  -  Loyal  then, 
^ain  they  have  attested  their  devotion  to^  their  .country  by  Aeir  blood. 
While  the  treasonable  spirit  of  secession  swept  almost  unresisted  over  other 
portions  of  the  South,  the  dweBers  among  these  hflls  of  Tennessee,  Ala- 
bama, and  Georgia,  were  **  faithful  fbund  among  the  faithless.*'  The 
reason  lor  thm  is  midnly  to  be  ascribed  to  the  ftict,  that  slaveiy  had  but  a 
feeble  existence  in  that  region  of  the  Southern  States. 

That  portion  of  this  section  where  the  loyalty  of  the  inhabitants  has 
been  most  illustrious,  and  their  sufferings  most  dreadful,  is  East  Tennessee. 
To  the  history  of  that  loyalty  and  those  suflsrihgs  we  now  direct  the  atten- 
fion  of  our  rcniderB. 

East  Tennessee  consists  of  thirty  counties,  occupying  a  rc^on  about 
ftree  hundred  miles  long  and  nearly  a  hundred  wide.  The  Oumberiand 
Mountains  separate  it  fSrom  Kentucky.  The  population  i^  of  the  same 
parentage  with  that  of  Kentucky,  the  original  dettlen  having  mostly  emi- 
grated from  North  Oarofina  and  Yirginia.    There  is  here  but  Httle  of 
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wealth  or  of  poverty,  the  inhabitants  being  very  much  on  an  equality,  and 
characterized  by  manly  frankness,  bravery,  and  devotion  to  the  National 
Government.  The  region  which  is  their  favored  home  enjoys  a  deliciona 
climate,  and  is  beantifiilly  diversified  with  all  that  is  sublime  in  towering 
mountains,  and  all  that  is  lovely  in  sunny  and  blooming  vales.  It  is  not 
a  cotton-growing  region,  and  hence,  though  in  the  midst  of  slave-holding 
States,  it  has  essentially  escaped  the  curse  of  slavery.  Innumerable  herds 
of  cattle  graze  upon  itsr  green  hills.  Indian  com  and  wheat  are  its  great 
staples.  Apples,  peaches,  pears,  and  plums,  attain  great  perfection.  Coal 
of  the  finest  quality,  and  rich  ores,  are  stored  abundantly  in  the  mountains. 
It  may  be  doubted  whether  there  be  any  other  spot  upon  our  globe  which 
presents  greater  attractions  for  a  home. 

Jn  the  Presidential  election  of  1860,  the  slave-holders  would  not  allow 
the  Bepublican  ticket  to  be  presented  to  the  people  of  the  slave-holding 
States.  But  Douglas,  a  Union  candidate,,  received  in  this  State  a  major- 
ity of  above  fifteen  thousand  votes  over  his  competitor  Breckinridge,  the 
candidate  for  secession.  Indeed,  Breckinridge  could  not  have  received  as 
large  a  vote  as  he  did,  had  not  the  people  been  deceived  by  assurances  that 
he  was  in  favor  of  the  Union.  Isham  G.  Harris,  the  Governor  of  the 
State,  a  strong  pra«lavery  partisan  and  an  unscrupulous  secessionist,  im- 
mediately upon  the  election  of  President  Linc(^,  opened  a  oorrespondenoe 
with  the  leaders  of  the  incipient  rebeUion,  and,  in  conspinicy  with  them, 
on  the  1st  of  Januipry,  1861,  two  months  before  the  inauguration  of  the 
Fresidei^t,  called  a  specual  session  of  the  Legislature,  to  contrive  fneasures  to^ 
carry  the  State  into  the  rebellion,  although  the  people  had  given  a  major- 
ity of  ovet  fifteen  thousand  votes  in,£arVor  of  the  Union.  -The  Legislature 
called  for  a  convention  of  the  people,  to  consider  the  state  of  National 
affairs.  The  people^  when  oall^  upon  to  vote,  gave  a  niajority  of  sikty- 
four  thousand  oi^  hundred  and  fourteen  in  fistvor  of  the  Union^  with  a  laige 
majority  against  the  convention.  East  Tennessee  gave  a  majority  of  over 
twenty-five  thousand  against  holding  any  such  convention.  The  secession- 
■  ists,  thus  efiectually  rquted,  were  for  a  time  quiet. 

The  traijx)rous  bombardmeiit  of  the  United  States  Fort  Snmter,  whose^ 
echoes  roused  such  ind^nadon  thrqughout  the  North,  also  roused  a  corre- 
sponding spirit  of  treasonable  pride  and  despevation  throughout  the  South. 
The  President  called  for  seventy-five  thousand  volunteers.  "War  could  no 
longer  be  avoided.  Sectional  pride  was  stronger  than  National  loyalty. 
Thousands  of  Unionmen  declared  that  since  war  had  come,  they  must  cast 
in  their  lot,  not  with  their  assailed  country,  but  with  their  native  States 
in  rebellion.  In  answer  to  President  Lincoln's  call  for  troops,  Harris  in- 
solently replied : — 

^^  Tennessee  will  not  furnish  a  man  for  purposes  of  coercion,  but  fifty 
thousand  men,  if  necessary,  for  the  defence  of  our  rights  and  those  of  our 
Southren  brethren." 

The  Legislature  was  reassembled  on  the  25th  of  April.  Its  members 
had  been  elected  months  before,  without  reference  to  the  issues  then  before 
the  people.  Composed  mainly  of  slave-holders,  in  the  interest  of  the 
rebellion,  it  went  immediately  into  secret  session.    A  joint  resolution  was 
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paaaed  directing  the  Governor  to  enter  into  amilitarjleagnewitli  the  Oon- 
fedorate  States,  and  Burrendering  the  whole  military  fbrce  of  Tenneaeee  to 
the  control  of  the  rebel  leaders.  The  Governor  was  also  authorized  to 
raise  immediately  an  army  of  fiAy-five  thousand  men,  twenty-five  thou- 
sand of  whom  were  to  be  at  once  equipped  for  the  field.  By  the  Ist 
of  June  these  men  were  in  camps,  araaed  and  mainly  fitted  out  with  muni- 
tions stolen  firom  the  arsenals  of  the  United  States.  These  troops  exerted 
a  controlling  influence  over  the  elections  which  followed. 

The  Legblature  also  passed  a  vote  declaring  Tennessee  independent 
of  the  National  Government.  The  deelaration  was  submitted  to  the 
people,  who  were  to  ratify  or  reject  it  by  a  vote  of  "  Separation  "  or  "  No 
Separation.''  In  these  extraordinary  proceedings  the  Legislature  showed 
an  utter  disr^ard  both  of  constitutional  forms  and  popular  rights.  The 
Constitution  required  that  any  proposed  amendment  should  be  passed  by 
two  successive  Assemblies  before  it  could  be  submitted  to  the  people. 
Without  any  consultation  with  the  people,  the  L^lslature,  composed  mostly 
of  slaveholdiers,  had  effectually  divorced  the  State  from  the  Union ;  had  by  a 
military  league  joined  the  rebel  Confederacy ;  and  had  placed  an  army  of 
twenty-five  thousand  men,  which  could  at  any  time  be  doubled,  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  rebel  leaders.  K  the  people,  after  all  this  were  done,  should  refose 
to  ratify  separation,  they  would  be  placed  in  an  anomalous  position,  deprived 
by  military  force  of  their  old  political  rights,  and  not  possessed  of  the  new. 

Thus  swayed  by  the  most  passionate  appeals  to  sectional  pride,  betrayed 
by  the  State  Government,  and  overawed  by  Ae  soldi^B,  a  majority  of  fifty- 
seven  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-seven  was  given  for  separation. 
Such  was  the  intrigue  by  which  Tennessee  was  taken  out  of  the  Union* 
Suceessful,  however,  as  these  measures  had  been  in  other  parts  of  the  State, 
they  failed  to  overcome  the  determined  loyalty  of  the  East  Tennesseans. 
Notwithstanding  there  were  over  six  thousand  soldiers  stationed  in  their 
counties,  these  brave  patriots,  out  of  a  vote  of  forty-seven  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  three,  gave  a  majority  of  twenty^hree  thousand  two  hundred 
and  forty-three  against  separation.  They  inmiediately  commenced  holding 
Union  meetings  and  forming  Union  organizations.  They  applied  to  the 
National  Govemm^it  for  arms,  and  made  vigorous  preparations  to  repel 
the  menaced  assaults  of  their  rebel  foes. 

The  position  of  the  East  Tennesseans  was  one  of  which  the  Confed* 
erate  authorities  could  not  conristently  complain.  If  Tennessee  had  a 
right  to  secede  from  the  Union,  East  Tennessee  had  the  same  right  to  se- 
cede fr\>m  the  State.  The  people  of  East  Tennessee  were,  beyond  all  dis- 
pute, the  rebels  themselves  being  witnesses,  in  favor  of  the  Union.  Still, 
the  rebels  were  enraged  beyond  measure  at  the  application,  by  others,  of 
those  very  principles  upon  which  tiiey  professed  to  act  themselves.  They 
called  these  patriots,  rebels ;  they  quartered  an  army  among  them  to  hold 
them  in  subjection,  and  scoured  the  country  with  guerrillas,  who  robbed 
and  maltreated  the  Union  people  in  every  way,  dragging  all  capable  of 
be^ng  arms  into  the  rebel  ranks,  or  compelling  them  to  abandon  theif 
homes  and  seek  reftige  among  the  mountains.  They  hunted  these  patriot 
tefugees  with  bloodhoundS|  and  shot  down  defenceless  citizens  in  cold 
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blood  dn  their  owndoor^tefpB.  They  bi^e  into  their  dwelliiigB  by  mght^ 
and  growing  bolder  through  the  inApiratioB  of  whiakcgr  «nd  impunity^ 
ehot  even  little  ehildren  icn*  nMy  dedaruag  their  lo^  for  the  XJjikuu 
Kauy  were  hang  without  judge,  jury,  or  ttial,  for  the  sole  crime  of  pttb- 
riotifm. 

The  monntaiiui  were  iUled  with  thaie  nnhappy  peof^e,  driren  froia-thw 
hcmiee  by  famtal  violenyee.  Eiiongh  aneeeeded,  through  inccediUe  hard- 
ships,  in  escaping  lusrosB  the  Borthem  bolder  into  Kenitiieky,  to  constituts 
two  r^^ments  of  soldiers*  How  maay  others  made  good  their  escape,  to 
seek  peacefol  hemes  in  the  Free  Btalas,  history  can  never  jwcMint.  How 
many  were  captured,  and  emt  eonfth,  to  languish  in  intolerable  captiyitgr, 
will  nevwr  be  knowm  till  the  judgment  dmH  reveal  aU  secrets^-^and  not 
until  that  day  shall  we  knowhow  many  ware  ahot^  hanged,  and  starved^  ftr 
their  unflinching  loyalty. 

These  outrages,  ihou^  aggravated  by  a. kind  of  local  ruffianism,  were 
not  produced  by  it  They  were  earned  on  by  Oonfederate  officers^  and  in 
pursuance  of  orders  issued  directly  fixun  the  war  office.*  Effo^ual  resist- 
ance was  hopeless.  The  £ast  Teaneaseans  poasessed  neither  organisation, 
leader,  nor  arms.  They  waited  for  d^veranee  from  the  i^ortiL  It  will 
ever  be  a  matter  of  wonder,  as  it  was  then  of  universal  gri^  tibat  succor 
was  not  sooner  afforded  th^n.  FuUic  sympathy  was  so  keenly  enUrted  in 
behalf  of  these  sufferers,  tibat  a  special  call  for  vohmteers  to  march  to  their 
relief  would  instantly  have  met  witb  an  enthusiastic  re^ponee.  The 
people,  in  zeal  and  energy,  were  faor  in  advance  of  the  Administration. 

While  these  events  were  traiEi^pirmg,  Gcaieral  Buell  was  at  Louisville, 
Kentucl^,  engaged  in  orgasriaing  an  army  of  one  hundred  thousand  men. 
The  rebels,  contemptuously  deapbing  the  pretended  neutarality  of  Kentueky^ 
had  already  entered  that  State,  stationmg  their  forces  at  various  points, 
from  the  Oumberland  Gap  in  tibe  east,  to  Cdjumbns,  on  the  Mississippi 
Biver.  In  August,  1861,  at  the  request  <^  loyal  Kentuckiaas,  a  camp  of 
Instruction  was  oisanized  at  Orab  Orchard.  13ie  command  was  placed 
under  William  NelaQn,  previeosly  a  lieutenant  in  &e  regular  army,  but 
now  appointed  bngadi^^general  of  volunteers.  Into  this  cajiq>  flocked 
hundr^  of  loyal  Tennesseans,  fleeing  from  their  relentless  persecutors. 

It  was  Oeneral  Kelson's  plan  to  move  into  East  Tennessee  with  this 
force,  as  soon  as  it  had  beend^gaaizedandequipped.  But  the  ezigeneies  of 
Hie  gr6at  campaign  called  the  troops  in  another  direction.  In  Septemb^, 
General  ZoUicoffer,  at  the  head  of  a  considerable  rebel  force,  entered  the  State 
from  East  Tennessee.  He  was  met  at  damp  WUdcat  by  three  patriot 
regiments  under  Brigadier*Gten^ral  Sd^oepf,  and,  aftw  a  short  but  eevere 
battle,  was  repulsed  and  compelled  to  retreat  again  to  Ciunberland  Gap. 
The  Eaat  Tennesseans  were  exultant.  They  looked  te  see  this  victory 
followed  up,  and  thought  their  deliverance  was  at  hand.  IS  it  had  been 
possible  for  aUnion  fcM'ce  te  have  penetrated  East  Tennessee  at  this  time,  it 
would  have  been  a  signal  for  a  general  ujurising  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
tho^a^nds  would  have  flocked  to  the  Union  standard. 

^SedledSK^fJ.  P.  Bei^amiii,  Oeefctoty  of  War,  Norember  9S,  1861,  Appleeon's  Aairasl 
0^,  ISai,  p.  16(11 
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While  lenneesee  poesesied  a  well-oigauized  mUkia  of  twtai^-five  tbour 
Band^  and  as  many  more  in  reaer^  under  the  control  of  the  rebel  leaden^ 
TJnion  recmlting  was  carried  on  widi  difficulty  in  Eantncky,  whose  Gov* 
emor  was  an  lll-disgniBed  secessioniBty  and  whose  professedly  tTnion  oitisena 
aspired  to  no  higher  position  in  the  opening  struggle  than  an  ^^  armed 
neutrality." 

The  Big  Bandy  Biver,  a  tributary  of  the  Ohio,  forms  the  northeastern 
boundary  of  the  State  of  Kentucky.  It  flows  through  a  nigged  region 
but  sparsely  inhabited.  A  rebel  foroe  under  Colonel  Humphrey  Marshall 
entered  Eastern  Kentucky  in  the  antumn,  and  oeoi^iad  Psintsrille,  » 
village  situated  in  a  branch  of  the  Big  Sandy.  The  rebds  made  great 
boasts  of  Marshall's  anticipated  achievements.  He  was  to  sweep  tl^ 
whole  of  Eastern  Kentucky,  take  possession  of  Frankfort,  Hie  eapitaJ 
of  the  State,  and  establish  a  rebel  government.  Meanwhile,  Colonel 
John  A.  Oarfield,  subsequently  General  Boaecrans's  chief  of  staff,  was 
sent  up  the  Big  Sandy  to  meet  Colonel  Marshall,  and  prevent  the  execu- 
tion of  his  plans. 

The  water  was  low,  and  transportation  difficult  He  did  not  reach 
Paintsville  until  the  7th  of  Jttiuary.  The  rebels,  though  strcmgly  in- 
trenched, abandoned  the  place  without  a  stra^le,  retreating  towards 
Prestonburg.  Colonel  Garfield  pursued.  On  the  10th  he  came  up  with  tha 
foe,  posted  on  the  banks  of  a  small  stream  called  Middle  Creek.  A  spirited 
battle  inmiediately  took  place,  which  lasted  most  of  the  day.  The  enemy 
were  thoroughly  routed,  leaving  their  dead  behind  them,  and  af^lying  the 
torch  to  their  stores.  This  was  an  exceedingly  gallant  affwr.  Not  more 
than  nine  hundred  patriots,  though  the  rebels  at  the  time  sai^>08ed  them  to 
be  far  more  numerous,  attacked  thirty-five  himdred  rebels  in  position,  and 
drove  them  wildly  for  miles.  The  Fourteenth  Kentucky  volunteered 
to  lead  the  charge.  As  they  started  on  the  rush,  Colond  Garfield  shouted 
to  them,  '^  Go  in,  my  boys,  and  give  them  Hail  Columbia." 

As  they  reached  the  top  of  the  hill,  a  rebel  officer  shouted  in  surprise, 
"  How  many  of  you  are  there  f "  "  Twenty-five  thousand,"  was  the  prompt 
r^ly.  A  soldier  was  about  to  bite  a  cartridge,  when  a  bullet  snatched 
it  from  between  his  fingers  and  his  teeth,  without  harming  him.  Eageriy 
looking  in  the  direction  firom  which  the  shot  came,  he  coolly  took  another 
cartridge,  saying,  ^^You  can't  do  that  i^ain,  old  fellow."  Twenty-five 
of  the  rebel  dead  were  left  on  the  field,  and  sixty  more  were  found 
thrown  into  a  gorge  among  the  hills.  Colonel  Gko^eld  occupied  Preston- 
burg the  next  day.  Thus  ended  this  attempt  to  invade  Kentucky,  and 
thus  ended  the  military  career  of  Humphrey  Mardiall. 

At  the  same  time  a  similar  though  more  important  stru^e  took  place 
farther  west  For  three  months,  (General  Sehoq>f,  with  a  Union  force  of 
about  eight  thousand  men,  had  occupied  the  town  of  Somerset,  in  Pulaski 
County,  to  resist  any  advance  of  the  rebels  in  that  direoticm.  General 
2k>llicofier,  with  a  rebel  force  of  about  the  same  number,  held  a  strongly 
intrenched  position  upon  the  Cumberland  River,  about  fifteen  miles  south- 
west of  Somerset.  It  was  his  object  to  prevent  any  advance  of  the  Union 
troops  upo^  East  Tennessee.    For  three  months  these  two  annies  coik* 
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fSronted  each  other,  neither  seeking  a  conflict.  Then,  on  both  sides,  almost 
flimnltaneonslj  an  advance  was  made.  The  rebels  were  largely  reenforced, 
and  placed  under  the  command  of  General  George  B.  Crittenden,  the 
popularity  of  whose  name,  it  was  thought  would  draw  many  Kentuckians 
to  his  banner. 

Pew,  if  any,  public  men  of  the  country  have  felt  more  keenly,  in  their 
own  persons,  the  anguish  of  this  rebellion  than  did  the  Hon.  John  J. 
Crittenden,  of  Kentucky.  An  earnest  lover  of  the  Union,  he  was  also,  by 
nature,  an  earnest  lover  of  peace.  Sharing  the  pro-slavery  prejudices  and 
the  sectional  pride  of  his  brethren,  he  yet  clearly  perceived,  aud  declared, 
that  the  rebellion  was  without  justification,  or  even  excuse.  A  statesman, 
rather  than  a  politician,  the  companion,  though  not  the  compeer,  of  "Webster 
and  Clay,  inheriting  their  principles,  though  not  their  rare  ability,  fitted 
for  a  mediator,  but  living  in  a  time  when  mediation  was  impossible,  he  was, 
perhaps  deservedly,  the  most  popular  public  man  in  the  State.  Anxious  to 
keep  aloof  from  the  approaching  struggle,  he  exerted  his  entire  influence 
to  keep  Kentucky  in  that  position  of  neutrality  which  a  natural  timidity, 
and  an  innate  conservatism  made  him  desirous  to  maintain  for  himself. 

His  grief  over  a  divided  country  wa?  increased  by  domestic  sorrows 
over  a  divided  family.  One  of  his  sons,  George  B.,  entered  the  rebel  ser- 
vice. The  other,  Thomas  L.,  remained  loyal  to  that  National  banner  beneath 
whose  folds  he  was  bom.  Since  the  popularity  of  the  name  was  a  power 
in  Kentucky,  each  was  at  once  assigned  to  an  important  command — 
brother  against  brother.  It  was  one  of  these  sons  who  now  entered  his 
native  State  at  the  head  of  a  rebel  army,  and  issued  a  proclamation  sum- 
moning the  young  men  of  Kentucky  to  rally  around  his  flag  of  treason. 

Just  as  George  B.  Crittenden  commenced  the  advance  with  his  new 
command.  General  Buell,  having  formed  a  plan  for  the  capture  of  2Jolli- 
coffer's  forces,  had  sent  General  Thomas,  with  parts  of  three  brigades,  to 
get,  if  possible,  in  the  rear  of  the  rebels,  and,  with  the  cooperation  of 
General  Schoepf,  to  capture  their  entire  force.  Thus  each  party  simulta- 
neously and  unknown  to  each  other  commenced  an  aggressive  movement 

On  the  17th  and  18th  of  January,  1862,  the  advance  of  General 
Thomas's  army,  moving  south  from  Somerset,  were  within  about  ten  miles 
of  the  rebel  lines,  at  a  place  called  Mill  Springs.  Four  regiments  not 
having  y^  come  up,  the  remainder  were  halted  here.  No  attack  from  the 
rebels'  was  anticipated;  yet  no  precautions  against  an  attack  were 
neglected.  General  Crittenden  was  on  the  alert  Ascertaining  that 
General  Schoepf 's  Brigade  had  not  joined  that  of  General  Thomas,  he 
decided  to  march  from  his  intrenchments  and  crush  General  Thomas's  wing 
of  the  Union  army. 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th,  the  National  pickets  were  driven  in.  It 
was  the  morning  of  the  Sabbath,  dark  and  rainy.  The  Tenth  Indiana,  who 
were  in  the  advance,  held  the  enemy  in  check  until  nearly  surrounded, 
when  they  were  compelled  to  fall  back.  The  rebels  followed  them  up  with 
loud  cheers.  Other  troops  now  came  up,  on  both  sides,  and  the  engage- 
ment became  general  There  was  no  occasion  for  any  especial  military 
skill.    But  little  was  to  be  done  but  dead  fighting.    The  Tepiith  Indiana, 


BAST    TUrirS88AB.  887 

the  Ninth  Ohio,  tiie  FoTB3<(ih  Eentucky,  flod  the  'Second  Mismesotey  fought 
Ifreatly  outnumbering  foes  with  bravery  ^whioh  would  haire  honi(»6d 
▼eterana.  At  4uneB  the  boBtfle  foareee  weve  ao  near  each  oiher,  ttru^Ung 
through  the  nnderbmsh,  that  theH*  fSftcee  were  burned  iby  the  powder  of 
each  other's  guna.  Ab  the  regimentB  moved  here  and  there,  over  the  hilk, 
through  rttfines,  and  in  the  midst  of  a  denee  wood,  darkened  by  the  moke 
of  battle,  it  was  not  always  easy  to  distinguiiBh  &iend  fixxm  foe. 

Oolcmel  Fry  waa  at  the  head  of  theFowtii  Keiotaxky  Segiment,  just 
ready  to  make  a  chaige  up<m  a  i^iment  of  Missiflsippians,  vdieii  anc^e^, 
accompanied  by  his  aide,  lode  up  to  him,  aupposiag  him  to  be  a  rebel 
officer,  and  said : — 

'^  You  are  not  going  to  fight  your  Mends,  ace  you  1  These  men,"  poiDt* 
ing  to  the  Mississippians,  ^^are  all  yomr  friends." 

At  that  moment  the  offioeir'B  aide  saw  the  Union  uniform,  and,  drawmg 
hi8  pistol,  fired  upon  Colonel  Fry,  fiUaUy  woundii^  his  horse.  Ookmel 
Fry  returned  the  fire,  and  the  rebel  c^oerfell  dead  from  his  saddle.  It 
was  soon  fi>und  that  it  was  General  Zollicofier.  He  was  one  of  the  most 
envenomed  of  the  rebels.  As  'he  oommcoced  thk  raid,  intending  to  sweep 
through  Kentucky,  and  carry  the  war  into  the  Free  States  of  tlw  North,  he 
said  to  his  troops,  with  an  oath,  ^^I  will  take  you 'to  Indiana,  or  I  will  go 
to  hell  myself." 

He  did  not  take  them  to  Indiana  I*  After  iwo  hours  of  ¥ery  hard 
fighting,  a  cheer  rang  through  tiie  Union  lines,  whioh  proclaimed  that  the 
rebels  were  retiring.  A  vigorous  charge  converted  their  retreat  into 
flight.  Leaving  the  dead  and  many  of  the  wounded  scattered  along  their 
path,  which  was  strewed  with  the  debris  of  a  routed  army,  they  scarody 
stopped  to  breathe,  until  they  were  again  behind  their  intrenchments  on 
the  Cumberland.  The  Union  loss  was  thirty-nine  killed  and  two  hundre<t 
and  seven  wounded.  The  rebels  lost  (me  hundred  and  ninety-two  killed 
and  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  prison^m.  Their  wounded  ware  numerous, 
but  they  took  them  from  the  field. 

General  Thomas  followed  up  his  victory.  He  pursued  the  rebels  to 
their  intrenchments,  whioh  he  immediately  proceeded  to  cimnonade,  while 
at  the  same  time  he  made  preparations  to  storm  the  works  in  the  morning. 
The  rebels  saved  him  this  trouble.  In  the  night,  precipitately  and  in 
great  confusion,  they  fled  across  the  river,  leaving  in  their  camp  twelve 
pieces  of  artillery,  including  eight  six-pounders  and  two  Parrott  guns,  a 
laige  number  of  small-arms,  and  over  twelve  hundred  horses  and  nmles,  to 
ftU  into  the  Union  hands. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  this  was  very  early  in  ihe  war,  and  it  was 
the  first  decisive  victory  of  the  Union  arms.  As  such,  it  created  great 
rejoicing.    The  Governor  of  Indiana  sent  a  q)ecial  message  of  thanks  to 

*  *'  fe^  K.  ZoHioeffer  wii  bom  in  TenaeMM,  in  1813.  With  »  ommnoii-sehool  edaoation  h$ 
learned  the  trade  of  a  printer,  and  took  charge  of  a  oountry  new8pi^)er.  Most  of  his  life  was 
ipent  as  an  editor.  He  waa  originallj  a  Whig,  and  as  an  opponent  of  the  Democratio  party  ht 
was  sent  to  Congress  id  1853  fhmi  the  Nashville  District  He  joined  the  rebels  in  their  measures 
for  carrying  Tennessee  out  of  the  Union.  l%ough  he  had  no  military  experience  or  education,  ho 
was  a  man  of  uttdoi4>led  ability,  and  was  iq;>poiiited  brigadier'^geiieral  in  tk»  reb«l  •nay.'* 
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tibe  only  regiment  of  that  State  engaged  in  the  battle.  President  Lincoln 
publicly  thanked  the  army  of  Gkneral  Thomas.  The  Eaat  Tennesseans 
were  greatly  oomforted;  for  they  judged  that  now  there  would  be  an  im- 
mediate advance  of  the  yictorious  army  to  their  relief.  But  thesa  hopes 
were  disappointed.  The  army  of  General  Thomas  was  needed  elsewhere, 
uid  General  Crittenden  was  allowed  to  continue  his  retreat  unmolested 
and  unpursued.  He  was  at  least  unmolested  by  his  £6es.  But  he  suffered 
from  his  Mends  the  not  unusual  consequences  of  ill  success.  His  d^eat 
was  attributed  to  his  treachery.  He  was  proclaimed  a  second  Arnold. 
Those  who  sought  to  defend  him  from  these  charges  attributed  his  defeat 
to  intoxication.  He  was  a  ruined  man,  and,  being  placed  under  arrest, 
never  again  received  any  important  conmiand. 

These  charges  were,  however,  unjust.  His  attack  was  made  after  due 
deliberation,  and  with  the  sanction  of  all  his  officers.  It  was  wiselj 
planned.  The  prudent  precautions  of  General  Thomas  and  the  valor  of 
his  soldiers  defeated  him.  The  death  of  General  Zollicoffer  spread  dismay 
through  the  ranks.  And  when  retreat  became  a  necessity,  the  unfortunate 
general  manifested  nei&er  the  disposition  to  sacrifice  his  army,  nor  the 
ability  to  save  them. 

The  battle  of  Mill  Springs  was  preparatory  to,  and  part  of  the  great 
Southwestern  campaign.  While  in  the  east,  Tennessee  is  separated  from 
Kentucky  by  a  lofty  range  of  mountains,  whose  defiles  and  passes  conld 
easily  be  defended  by  a  comparatively  small  force;  in  the  west,  two 
navigable  rivers,  the  Cumberland  and  the  Tennessee,  tributaries  ^  the 
Ohio,  afford  a  natural  highway  into  the  heart  of  the  State.  It  was  by 
these  highways  that  General  Halleck  intended  to  enter  Tennessee.  He 
could  thus  flank  the  fortifications,  then  deemed  impr^nable,  at  Oolumbos 
on  the  Mississippi,  in  the  west,  and  could  open  the  way  for  the  occupation 
of  Knoxville  and  the  relief  of  the  surrounding  country  in  the  east. 

Inmiediately  after  the  battle  of  Mill  Springs,  General  Buell  ordered'  a 
feigned  advance  towards  East  Tennessee*  The  rebels  took  the  alarm.  A 
part  of  their  forces,  then  at  Bowling  Green,  were  sent,  vid  Nashville,  to 
£noxville.  The  purpose  of  this  feint,  in  the  removal  of  the  rebel  forces, 
being  thus  accomplished,  the  troops  were  countermarched  fix)m  left  to 
right,  so  as  to  join  General  Mitchel,  advancing  from  the  north  upon 
Bowling  Green. 

On  the  6th  of  Febru&ry,  as  we  have  narrated  in  the  first  volume,  Fort 
Henry  was  captured.  On  die  16th,  Donelson  fell.  On  the  following  day 
Bowling  Green  was  evacuated  by  the  rebels.  Three  days  after.  General 
Buell  marched  triumphantly  into  Nashville.  Then  followed  the  battle  of 
Shiloh,  the  evacuation  of  Corinth,  and  the  campaign  of  General  MitcheL 
These  movements  rendered  it  necessary  for  the  rebels  to  concentrate  their 
troops.  The  rebel  forces  which  had  heretofore  held  East  Tennessee  in 
subjection  were  now  withdrawn,  and  collected  to  guard  the  strong  position 
at  Cumberland  Gap. 

The  chain  of  mountains  which  form  what  would  otherwise  be  an  im- 
passable wall  between  Eastern  Tennessee  and  Eastern  Kentucky,  are 
pierced  by  a  natural  gateway,  called  Cumberland  Gap.    Here  a  single  road 
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runs  throtigh  a  deffle  in  flie  monntams  which  tower  far  above  the  travdl^r 
on  either  side.  Such  a  pass  ia  easily  defended  by  a  small  body  of  brave 
men  against  any  direct  attack.  It  constitutes  the  only  natural  road  from 
the  northwest  into  East  Tennessee.  There  are  indeed  other  roads,  but 
though  they  pass  throngh  what  are  called  gaps,  th^y  in  reality  pasB  in  a 
dgzag  course  over  the  smmnit  of  tiie  mountain  range. 

On  the  l&th  of  June,  Cumberland  Gap,  without  a  struggle,  was  occu- 
pied by  the  National  troops.  Although  the  door  was  open,  no  arrange- 
ments were  immediately  made  to  pass  through  it  for  the  relief  of  East 
Tennessee.  Other  momentous  enterprises  at  that  moment  engrossed  the 
whole  attention  of  the  National  Government.  *  • 

While  George  "W.  Morgan,  the  patriot  general,  was  at  Cumfcerland 
Gap,  threatening  East  Tennessee,  John  Morgan,  a  rebel  general  of 
notorious  antecedents  and  subsequents,  was  plundering  Kentucky,  in  the 
perpretration  of  all  manner  of  outrages,  and  scattering  terror,  from  appre- 
hended invasion  by  bis  ubiquitous  guerrilla  band,  over  the  whole  southern 
border  of  Indiana  and  Ohio.*  The  fatal  repose  of  McClellan's  army  in  the 
Bwamps  of  the  Chickahominy  was  followed  by  the  more  disastrous  activity 
of  the  seven  days'  battles.  The  territory  which  General  Mitchel  had  so 
heroically  occupied,  General  Buell  abandoned.  By  some  strange  remiss- 
ness, the  rebel  General  Bragg  was  permitted  to  sKp  past  without  a 
battle,  and  to  enter  Central  Kentucky. 

On  the  22d  of  August,  General  E.  Earby  Smith  crossed  the  mountains 
into  Tennessee,  with  a  band  of  marauders,  at  Big  Creek  Gap.  The  pas- 
sage was  effected  without  opposition,  but  not  without  great  diflBculty.  The 
condition  of  the  roads  was  such,  that  at  times  the  rear  of  the  wagon  train, 
at  night,  would  reach  only  the  point  from  which  the  advance  started  in 
the  morning.  BKs  rations  failed.  The  men  lived  for  several  days  on  green 
com ;  but  the  fields  of  Kentucky  were  ripe,  and  the  granaries  full.  The  . 
prospect  of  plenty  cheered  them  on.  They  safely  passed  the  mountains, 
and,  easily  defeating  the  inferior  force  of  raw  troops,  unwisely  led  against 
them  in  open  field,  in  the  battle  of  Richmond,  they  threw  the  whole  North- 
west into  a  fever-heat  of  excitement,  by  their  "  siege  of  Cincinnati." 

These  movements  completely  cut  off  General  George  W.  Morgan, 
at  Cumberland  Gap,  from  communication  with  the  North.  No  prospect 
of  relief  was  held  out  to  him.  General  Buell,  who  with  tardy  footsteps 
had  followed  General  Bragg,  with  inactivity  still  more  extraordinary, 

*  Kentucky  had  ignobly  assnmod  the  attitude  of  neutrality  in  this  great  conflict  for  the  life 
of  the  nation.  The  Union  troops  were  forbidden  the  State.  The  following  is  a  part  of  the  pun- 
i^unent  which  the  rebels,  according  to  their  own  statement,  inflicted  upon  Kentucky  in  its  de- 
fencelessness.    These  chastenings  were  not  without  very  benefldal  results : —  '^ 

"  John  Morgan  left  Tennessee  with  a  thousand  men,  only  a  portion  of  whom  were  armed, 
penetrated  the  State  of  Kentudcy  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles;  captured  adoeen  towns  and  cities; 
met,  fought,  and  captured  a  Yankee  force  superior  to  his  own  in  numbers;  captured  three  thou- 
sand stand  of  arms  at  Lebanou ;  and,  from  first  to  last,  destroyed  during  his  raid,  military  stores, 
ndhoad  bridges,  and  other  property,  to  the  value  of  eight  or  ten  millions  of  dollars.  He  accom- 
plished all  ^lis,  and  returned  to  Tennessee,  with  a  loss,  in  all  his  engagements,  of  fifteen  men 
killed  and  forty  wounded.** 

Nearlf^  two-thirds  of  the  above  extract,  taken  from  Pollard*3  "  History  of  the  titst  Tear  of 
the  War,"  is  true — a  degree  of  accuracy  rarely  attained  by  the  rebel  writers. 
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remaiBed  idle  at  Louis^Ue^  Whilid  tbe  rebels  phind^rdd  the  rich  ocnu^eB 
#f  Kentuclqr  at  their  pleasure. 

The  fate  of  Colonel  Wilder,  at  Mnnibrdsville,  was  suffioieBt  to  demcm- 
strate  that  G^eral  G^rge  W.  Morgan  need  expect  no  strennons  eSat^ 
for  his  relief  on  the  part  of  the  commanding  general.  On  the  17th  of 
September,  his  supplies  of  food  being  exhausted,  he  prepared  to  evaoiiale 
a  position  ¥7hidi  he  could  hold  no  longer.  After  blowing  up  the  magazine 
and  burning  the  ccMnmisiBarj  stores,  and  destroying  tents,  wagoiB,  and 
accoutremei^  he  retired  with  nothing  but  arms,  ammunition,  ^md  a  &w 
cooking  ut^itdls.  It  was  two  hund^  and  fifty  miles  to  the  Ohio 
Biver. «  A  large  rebel  force  intervened.  The  soldiers  could  have  no  sub- 
'sistend^  but  such  as  they  eould  gather  by  the  way.  They  were  haraseed 
during  the  entire  distance  by  the  rebel  cavalry.  At  night  diey  were 
compelled  to  Mvouac  without  tents.  At  length,  aflier  a  singularly  has- 
ardous,  arduous,  and  adventurous  march,  they  reached  the  bOTders  of  the 
Ohio  in  safety.  The  door  to  East  Tennessee  was  again  in  the  hands  of 
therebds. 

General  Bragg  did  not  long  retain  the  advantageous  position  he  had 
gained.  Retreating  before  General  Buell,  and  severely  pxmished  by  a  part  of 
the  Uni<»i  force  at  Perryville,  wh^^  their  united  cooperation  would  have 
well-nigh  annihilated  his  army,  he  retreated  again  into  Tennessee,  and  oc- 
cupied a  strong  position  a  little  south  of  Nashville.  General  Bosecrans 
became  General  Buell's  successor.  In  the  latter  part  of  December,  he  pre- 
pared to  attack  his  foe  and  drive  him  fix)m  his  strong  position.  General 
Bmgg's  army  and  that  of  G^^ieral  Lee  were  closely  connected  by  means  of  a 
line  of  railroad,  running  ttom  Bichmond  to  Knoxville,  and  ihence  to  Chair 
tadooga.  Over  this  road  reen£M?cements  could  rapidly  be  transported 
ftom  one  army  to  the  other.  It  was,  indeed,  this  fac^  which  irave  East 
T^nne^eee  l^uliar  military  i«.p<«lce.  ^ 

The  seizure  and  evacuation  of  Cumberland  Gap,  to  which  we  have 
alluded,  were  mi^tary  adventures  deserving  of  more  particular  mention. 

On  the  28th  of  March,  1863,  Major^General  George  W.  Morgan  was 
assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Seventh  Division  of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio, 
and  was  directed  to  advance  and  take  possession  of  Cumberland  Gap. 
The  roads  to  be  traversed  Were  almost  impassable  at  that  seascm  of  the  year. 
Small  trains  of  wi^ns  could  make  but  three  or  four  miles  a  dily.  The 
rains  and  meltii^  snows  had  converted  into  torrents  many  of  the  mountain 
gorges,  through  which  it  was  necessary  for  them  to  pass.  Much  of  the 
country  was  already  exhausted  by  the  sweep  of  armies.  Almost  at  the 
commencement  of  the  campaign  forage  had  to  be  drawn  forty  miles,  and 
before  its  close,  a  distance  of  more  than  eighty  miles. 

Wi&.  great  energy,  General  Moiigan  grappled  with  the  innumerable 
obstacles  he  had  to  encounter — obstacles  oftien  more  formidable  than  those 
which  are  met  with  on  the  field  of  battle.  Pressing  resolutely  forward, 
he  readied  Cumberland  Ford  on  the  11th  ol  April.  By  a  careM  reoon- 
noissaace,  the  weak  points  of  the  enemy,  who  held  the  Gap,  were  discov* 
ered— ^  indeed,  Ihere  were  any  weak  points  in  a  position  second  only  in 
atreng£h  to  that  of  the  Bock  of  Gibraltar. 
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On  the  east  of  Ctunberland  Oap  the  moiiBtains  rise  in  massive  waUsi 
ahnost  perpendicular.  On  the  west  there  were  some  narrow,  mgged 
gorges,  through  whidi  light  wagons  had  occasionally,  with  great  diflSculty^ 
been  driven.  'Die  rebels  had  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  guard  these 
passes,  where  a  mule  could  scarcely  get  foothold.  General  Moi-gan,  de- 
ceiving the  enemy  by  demonstrations  at  other  points,  pushed  his  troops 
into  one  of  these  gorges  tlirough  the  Cumberland  range,  called  Roger's  Gap. 
It  was  twenty  miles  west  of  Cumberland  Gap.  Could  he  effect  the  pas- 
sage here,  Cumberland  Gap  and  Knoxville  would  be  alike  threatened.  To 
guard  against  the  possibility  of  the  rebels  striking  upon  his  line  of  supplies, 
General  Morgan  caused  the  sides  of  Pine  Mountain  to  be  mined,  so  that  a 
hundred  thousand  tons  of  rocks  and  trees  could,  at  a  moment's  warning,  be 
hurled  into  the  valley  below. 

By  the  6th  of  May,  all  things  were  prepared  for  the  adventurous  marcK 
Fatigue  parties  in  advance  were  busy  opening  the  road ;  other  parties, 
again,  blockaded  the  road  with  all  pos^ble  obstructions,  after  the  rear- 
guard had  passed,  to  prevent  the  pursuit  of  tlie  foe.  It  was  amusing  to 
witness  the  amazement  of  the  country  people,  as  they  flocked,  men,  women, 
and  children,  to  witness  the  passage  of  an  army,  with  its  ponderous  artil- 
lery and  lumbering  trains,  through  a  defile  which  it  had  required  a  bold 
rider  to  attempt  with  a  mule.  But  the  people  of  E^st  Tennessee  were 
nearly  all  patriotic,  ^ey  welcomed  the  Union  army  with  every  possible 
demonstration  of  their  good  wishes. 

On  the  10th,  the  advance,  having  safely  surmounted  the  highest  point, 
of  land,  descended  the  south  side  of  the  mountain  into  Powell's  Valley,  and 
encamped  at  the  base  in  a  dense  fbrest,  which  concealed  them  from  obser- 
vation. Hie  path  over  which  the  troops  had  marched  could  not  with  pro- 
priety be  called  a  gap,  it  was  merely  a  slight  depression  in  the  mountain 
range.  Almost  in  single  file,  the  soldiers  toiled  along  the  steep,  rugged 
way,  with  infinite  diflBculty  drawing  their  cannon  over  the  cH^  On  the 
night  of  the  12th,  as  the  rear  of  the  army  was  descending  the  south  side  of 
the  mountain.  General  Morgan  received  a  telegram  containing  the  almost 
appalling  intelligence  that  the  patriot  forces  in  the  vicinity  of  Chattanooga 
were  ftdly  occupied,  and  that  he  mt^st  rely  entirely  upon  his  own  feeble 
force  for  the  accomplishment  of  ^ny  of  his  pli^ns.  He  had  been  confidently 
expecting  powerftil  aid,  with  which  he  could  march  immediately  upon 
Cumberland  Gap.  It  consequently  became  necessary  instantly  to  order 
a  countermarch  to  Williamsburg.  In  the  midst  of  the  toil  and  peril  of 
this  movement,  he  received  intelligence  that  the  enemy  was  evacuating 
Cumberland  Ghtp.  This  led  him  to  the  bold  resolution  of  inmiediately 
assuming  the  offensive. 

"With  great  alacrity  his  orders  were  all  obeyed,  and  on  the  morning  of 
the  14th  his  troops  were  mainly  concentrated  in  Powell's  Valley.  It  ap- 
peared from  an  intercepted  dispatch,  that  the  rebels  had  been  terribly 
frightened  by  the  rnmor,  that  a  patriot  army  of  fifty  thousand  men  ^vas 
rushing  down  the  mountain-side  to  assail  them  in  flank.  The  valley  intg 
which  Genen^l  Morgan  had  descended  was  occupied  by  the  enemy's  cavalry. 
To  guard  against  these  raids.  General  Morgan  sent  his  supply  trains 
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to  the  rear,  and  fiubelsted  his  army  by  foraging  on  the  foe.  Oenerala 
Spears  and  Carter  cooperated  very  efficiently  in  the  bold  yet  sagacious 
strat^c  movements  in  which  Morgan  was  now  engaged*  General  Spears 
pressed  forward  to  jom  him,  from  the  base  of  Pine  Mountain,  marching 
without  tents  or  wagons. 

The  rebels  had  concentrated  their  forces  at  Thomas's  Farm,  about 
nine  miles  distant,  on  the  valley  road,  towards  Cumberland  Gap.  The 
troops,  after  their  fatiguing  march,  were  allowed  one  day  to  rest,  and  to 
prepare  for  the  decisive  struggle  at  hand.  They  were  to  move  by  two 
parallel  roads,  which  met  at  the  point  occupied  by  the  foe.  At  oue 
o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  18th  they  commenced  their  march.  With 
precision  which  excited  the  admiration  of  every  beholder,  they  moved 
forward  to  the  stem  arbitrament  of  battle,  with  a  foe  whom  they  had  every 
reason  to  believe  was  far  superior  to  themselves. 

Still,  General  Morgan  felt  confident  of  victoiy.  He  had  abundant  evi* 
dence  that  the  enemy  were  trembling,  dreading  the  fight,  and  anticipatiug 
defeat.  When  the  patriots  arrived  at  Thomas's  Farm,  they  found  that  the 
rebels  had  retreated.  Pressing  rapidly  on,  General  de  Courcy,  who  led 
the  advance,  took  possession  of  the  gap  about  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
He  found  that  the  rear-guard  of  t|ie  rebels  had  abandoned  their  works 
about  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning.  The  Union  army  joyfully  unfurled 
their  banners  on  the  pinnacle  of  the  mountain,  and  fired  a  salute  which 
echoed  sublimely  among  the  surrounding  crags. 

Thus  was  this  important  post  gained  without  the  loss  of  a  life.  General 
Morgan,  in  his  official  report,  says :  ^^  I  have  since  careftiUy  examined  the 
works,  and  I  believe  the  place  could  have  been  taken  in  a  ten  days'  struggle 
from  the  front ;  but  to  have  done  so,  I  should  have  left  the  bones  of  two- 
thirds  of  my  gallant  comrades  to  bleach  upon  the  mountain-side.  And 
after  all,  this  fastness,  all  stained  with  heroic  blood,  would  have  only 
been  what  it  now  is,  a  fortress  of  the  Union,  frx)m  whose  highest  pe^  floats 
the  Stars  and  Stripes.  The  result  obtained  by  strategy  is  less  brilliant  than 
a  victory  obtained  amid  the  storm  and  hurricane  of  battle.  But  humanity 
has  gained  all  that  glory  has  lost,  and  I  am  satisfied." 

K  the  enemy  had  not  evacuated  the  gap.  General  Morgan  would  have 
taken  a  position  in  his  rear,  and,  having  cut  off  his  supplies,  would  have 
opened  upon  him  with  his  si^e-guns.  Thus  the  foe  would  eith^  have 
been  steaded  out,  or  would  have  been  compelled  to  come  out  into  the  open  \ 
plain,  and  fight  at  a  great  disadvantage.  General  Morgan  certainly  de- 
serves great  credit  for  the  skill  with^^icTEesecured  a.goet  so  important, 
without  the  shedding  of  ^blood:  Both  the  President  and  t&a  Secretary  of 
War,  warmly  congratulated  the  victor  upon  his  achievement.^.  He  was 
informed  that  no  offensive  operations  could  be  expected  from  Mm  with 
the  small  force  at  his  disposal.  He  was  requested  only  to  hold  and 
strengthen  his  position  so  that  it  could,  by  no  chance,  be  recovered  b^  the 
enemy.  \ 

The  Department  at  Washmgton,  as  soon  as  possible,  sent  Lieutenfy^^ 
William  P.  Craighill,  an  c^cer  of  engineers,  of  high  reputation,  to  pu^ 
forward,  with  the  utmost  vigor^  such  works  as  General  Morgan  might  ^  >^ 
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deem  necesmy  for  the  defence  of  tiie  poet^  and  also  tomakereoonnoisBance 
of  the  principal  roads  bj  which  Bnpplies  conld  reach  the  garrison  from 
the  interior  of  Kentnckj.  The  officer  returned  to  Washington  with  a 
report  from  General  Morgan,  containing  the  following  important  obsery»- 
tions: — 

^^  A  large  force,  might  hold  this  place  without  fortiflcations.  But  no 
force  can  exist  here,  from  December  to  May,  without  ample  fSftcilitieB  for 
transportation*  BGsnce  I  deem  the  construction  of  a  military  road  as  para- 
mount to  any  system  of  defence  which  may  be  adopted*  For  if  we  fortify, 
without  building  the  road,  we  simply  construct  works  for  the  use  of  the 
enemy*  In  all  probability  this  fastness  will  always  be  held  as  a  military 
post  It  is  our  door  into  the  heart  of  the  rebellion ;  and,  with  adequate 
iupplies,  the  connection  bei;ween  the  rebel  States  could,  at  any  time,  be 
effectually  broken.  Had  a  railroad  been  constructed  Scorn.  Nicholasrille  to 
this  place  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  there  would  not  be  a  rebel 
soldier  in  Yirginaa  to-day." 

Lieutenant  Oraighill,  after  a  rapid  journey  to  Wkshington,  returned  to 
the  gap,  on  the  14th  of  August,  with  instructions  to  construct  a  military 
road  at  once  from  Lexington,  Kentucky,  to  Cumberland  Oap.  Beads 
from  all  directions  converge  towards  it.  The  eastern  slopes  of  the  ridge 
are  very  steep,  oft^i  presenting  perpendicnlar  walls  several  hundred  feet 
in  height.  The  western  slope  is  more  gentle,  but  exceedingly  broken  with 
spurs,  knobs,  and  ravines.  Therefore  the  approaches  to  the  summit  are 
exceedingly  difficult  from  either  direction.  The  mountain-sides,  and  nearly 
the  whole  region  of  the  gap,  were  at  this  time  covered  with  a  dense 
forest  of  heavy  timber. 

A  large  force  was  detailed  in  the  work  of  fortifications,  though  the 
men  were  often  reduced  to  half  rations,  without  flour  or  bread.  The 
Government  was,  at  that  time,  so  crowded  by  the  pressure  of  the  war,  that 
it  was  impossible  immediately  to  commence  the  military  road.  Oeneral 
Moi^n  had  with  him,  at  the  gap,  about  ten  thousand  men,  and  twenty- 
eight  pieces  of  artillery.  The  rebel  forces  were  in  all  directions  around 
him.  Oeneral  BueU  was,  at  that  time,  on  his  race  with  Bragg,  for  Louis- 
ville. Oeneral  McClelland  attempt  upon  Bichmond  had  failed,  in  the 
disastrous  Seven  Days'  Battle^  and  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  had  been 
driven  fro*  back  into  Maryland.  Oeneral  Morgan's  troops  were  very  desti- 
tute of  supplies.  The  rainy  season  was  commenciiig,  and  sickness  was 
thinning  his  ranks*  Many  of  the  horses  and  mules  were  dead  or  dying 
from  fotigue  or  want  of  food.  Utter  destruction  stared  the  little  garrison 
at  Oumberiand  Oap  in  the  face*  Should  they  delay  the  evacuation  of  the 
post,  even  for  a  few  days  longer,  they  would  have  no  wagons  left  to  with- 
draw their  artillery  or  their  wagon-train. 

It  was  too  late  to  construct  the  road  from  Lexington  for  the  transmis- 
sion of  supplies.  The  only  route  for  retreat  was  through  a  country  utterly 
barren.  It  was  impossible  to  subsist  ten  thousand  men  at  the  gap  through 
the  winter.  The  vigilant  enemy,  with  his  cavalry,  could  sweep  any  of  the 
it)ads  leading  to  it.    Under  these  eircumstanoes,  Oeneral  Morgan  decided 
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to  abandon  the  gap     In  this  joApmnt  he  was  curtained  Irf  the*  nnMi^ 
mons  opinion  of  the  genend  oflbcen  of  bia'CoeGanaDd. 

On  the  night  of  the  16th  of  Angosty  a<  rebel  anny  twentj  tiuHiBMid 
itrong,  under  General  SteTenaoD^  amved  in  front  of  Cnmberland  (hep. 
The  rebel  E.  Eirbj  Smith,  with  a  powerM  army,  was  in  his  rear,  i]»- 
vading  Kentucky.  General  Morgan  was  now  environed  with  two  armies 
numbering  forty-five  thoasand  wetL  During  the  entire  night  of  the 
16th,  and  the  day  of  the  17tby  the  baggage^wagons  were  pudhed,  undsr 
a  strong  convoy,  towards  Manchester.  At  dark  on  the  latt^  day  tiM 
picket-guard  waa  withdrawn.  Two  hundred  men,  under  Ueatenant-Oolo- 
nel  Gallup  and  Captain  Mclf  i9h,  assumed  the  delicate  and  perilous  duty 
of  holding  the  enemy  in  check  durkig  the  night.  The  next  day  Colon^ 
Gallup  accompanied  a  fla^g  of  tn^e  to  the  enemy's  line;  While  ocenpying 
the  attMdtion  of  the  officer  who  aoeompanied  the  enemy's  flag,  in  an  hour's 
chat,  some  person  indis^deetly  applied  the  torch  to  a  mass  of  military 
stores,  which  could  not  be  removed.  The  flame  and  svaike  curling  over 
the  mountain  might  have  informed  the  enemy  of  die  evacuation  which 
i^as  in  progress.  But  with  charaoteristie  taet,  Oolonel  GaUup  foieted  su»> 
picion  by  ascribing  the  fire  and  saaoke  to  the  burning  of  brush  upon  the 
mountain-sides. 

At  ten  o'clock  at  night  a  eeorier  came  breathlesa  into  the  camp 
announeing  the  desertiott  of  a  8ent»el,  as  waa  supposed,  to  the  enemy^ 
It  waa  a  moment  of  intense  sospensa.  All  the  gnus,  but  one  battery,  had 
been  removed^  and  sent  through  the  gap.  Bapidly  the  fire  spread  to  huts 
and  barracks  and  store-houses^  aiiid  the  little  vaitey  of  the  encampment^ 
encircled  by  mountains,  was  a  sea  of  fiame.  Conceahnent  waa  no  longer 
possilde.  Aa  Captain  Patterson  sprang  his  minee  to  destooy  the  roads  in 
the  rear  of  the  retreating  army,  the  rebels  a^oke  to  the  eonscioteness  of 
the  scene  whieh  was  transpiring  beyond  the  curtain  of  the  Inlk.  At  mid* 
night  the  Unicn  army  cautioudty  and  with  difi9eiilty  descended  the  western 
declivity  of  the  mountain.  The  rebels  were  h^  in  check  by  the  mines^ 
which  threatened  to  overwhelm  them  with  ruin.  Keor  the  dawn  of  day 
C^eneral  Gallup  applied  the  to^ch  to  the  remaining  buildioigs,  and  ftred  the 
tndn,  which  blew  up  the  principal  powdeg-magaaine. 

The  ni^t  was  dark,  but  the  troops  pressed  on  until  they  reaeiied  Flat 
lick^  about  twenty  miles  from  the  gap«  From  this  point  they  noarehed^ 
by  two  parallel  roads,  to  Mandnester,  whwe  tiiey  arrived  on  tiro  ni^t  of 
the  19th  of  Septmnber.  Here  the  tro<^  rested  one  day.  The  eaemy^ 
cavalry  now  appeared  in  our  rear  and  endeavored  to  cut  off  our  trains^ 
They  weregallantly  repulsed  by  the  Sixdi  Tennessee^  under  Colonel  Cooper. 
The  retreating  army  still  toiled  aiong,  pursued  and  harassed  by  tiie 
enemy's  cavalry.  The  suffering  for  want  of  water  was  veiy  great.  John 
Moi^an,  who  had  been  with  his  cavalry  hanging  on  our  flanks  and  rear, 
mow  passed  to  our  frout^  itnd  commenoed  a  soiea  of  great  a&n<rfanees  by 
Uoddng  up  the  naorrow'  defiles  thrdngh  a  route  whioh^  at  the  best^  watf 
ahnost  impracticaUa 

At  West  liberfy.  ihe  patriot  troops  rested  for  two  di^a^    They  titen 
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legmned  their  luia  of  mamh  tofrarda  GIraysoQ.  They  fought  their  way 
step  by  step.  At  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  on  the  1st  of  October,  our 
troops  ]»aohed  Oray«on.  The  rebdd  had  retired  from  the  plaee  but  a  few 
liour»  b^bre,  and  annoyed  i»  no  more.  Onr  loss,  thus  far  on  the  mardi, 
had  hem,  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  about  eighty  men.  On  the 
ISth  of  October  the  troops  readked  Greennpsbuig,  on  the  Ohio  Blver. 
The  capture  of  the  gap  and  its  eraeuation  had  been  alike  conducted  with 
great  ability.  The  gaUanrtary  of  the  oAcers  and  the  men  was  no  lees 
resplendent,  in  this  arduous  campaign,  than  it  would  have  been  had  the 
resttlt  {ooved  more  decisive  on  the  fortunes  of  the  war. 

We  m;ast  now  return  to  General  iiesecrans,  who  was  preparing  to  move 
upon  the  railroad  which  connected  Bichmond,  by  the  way  of  Knoxville, 
with  Chattanooga.  An  expedition  was  undertaken,  on  the  Slst  of  Decern^ 
ber,  for  the  purpose  of  cuttnig  thw  railroad.  Among  the  Tennessee  exiles 
tb^re  was  a  noble  fimily  of  patriots  by  the  name  of  Carter.  One  of  them 
had  become  a  brigadiergeneral,  one  a  eolonel,  and  one  a  chaplain,  in  the 
Union  army.  It  was  intrusted  to  tiiese  gentlemen,  thoroughly  fhmiliar  with 
the  country,  to  plan  this  expedition,  which  was  placed  under  the  command 
of  the  first  of  them.  With  a  eavaliy  feree  of  about  one  thousand,  General 
Carter  crossed  the  Cumberland  Mountains  at  the  extreme  southeastern 
oomer  of  Kentn^y,  passed  through  the  edge  of  Virginia,  struck  the  rail- 
road a  little  west  of  Bristol,  burned  two  important  bri<%es,  destroyed 
effectually  ten  miles  of  track,  demolkhed  a  train  with  military  stores  and 
six  or  seven  hundred  stand  of  arms,  Mid  captured  five  hundred  prisoners. 
From  this  very  sueoesslul  enterprise  he  returned  in  safety,  with  the  loss  of 
but  two  killed  and  five  wounded,  and  but  ten  or  fifteen  missing. 

This  adventnre,  which  was  conduoted  in  midwinter,  requiring  a  jour* 
ney  of  lour  hundred  and  sevenfty-five  miles,  was  performed  in  twenty  days, 
without  t^its,  and  with  no  otiier  rations  than  they  could  carry  in  their 
haversacks.  Their  cool  bravery  ext(»ted  even  from  a  rebd  paper  the 
declaration,  that  ^^  the  raid  is  certainly  a  most  daring  one,  and  argues  an 
audacity  in  the  Biemy  which  they  were  not  supposed  to  possess.  ^^  Its  su^ 
eess  i^ntribvted  Isrgdy  to  the  subsequent  victory  of  Stone  Biver,  by  cutting 
off  General  Bragg  firom.the  reenlbroements  which  Qen^al  Lee  would 
otherwise  have  sent  him. 

In  the  fall  of  ISiS,  a  determined  attempt  was  at  last  made  to  occupy 
East  Tennessee,  and  to  afford  her  long-oppvessed  citizens  permanent  relief. 
General  Bumside  had,  in  March  of  this  year,  been  assigned  to  the  com* 
mand  of  the  Department  of  the  Ohio.  But  soon  after  this  he  had  been 
ltri]^ped  of  his  troops  to  reenfinrce  General  Grant,  then  engaged  in  his 
operations  before  Yicksbnrg.  The  &31  of  this  city  restored  to  General 
Bumside  his  troops.  By  the  kttter  part  of  Augbst  he  prepared  to  carry 
out  a  movement  for  the  permanent  occupation  of  East  Tennessee,  in  co- 
Operation  with  General  Bosecrans.  General  Bragg  had  already  retreated 
across  the  Tennessee  lliver,  and  General  Bosecrans  was  preparing  to  attach 
aud  occupy  Chattanooga.  This  rebel  stronghold,  it  was  certain,  would 
not  be  rdinquished  without  a  struggle.  The  rebels  could  easily  send  to  it 
i^e3nfordemeiits  from  Virginia^    To  prevent  it^  it  wss  necessary  to  destroy 
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the  commnnioation  between  the  two  arnueB;  and  to  do  this,  it  was  necQi< 
Bary  to  occupy  East  Tennessee* 

Late  in  August,  General  Burnslde  entered  the. State  about  midway  be- 
tween the  east  and  west  boondarieg,  and  occupied  Knoxville,  from  which 
the  rebel  General  Buckner  retreated  without  a  struggle.  His  retreat  was 
so  sudden  that  he  had  no  time  to  order  the  eyacuati(Hi  of  Oumberland  Gap. 
Consequently,  the  rebel  forces  at  that  pmnt,  about  two  thousand  in  num- 
ber, with  their  guns,  stores,  aad  ammunition,  were  compelled  to  surrender. 
Thus  Enoxville  was,  fi>r  the  first  time  since  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
delivered  from  rebel  misrule.  The  people  haiUd  their  delivo:^  with 
acclamations  of  joy.  Becruits  for  the  Union  army  rushed  in  from  the 
surrounding  country.  They  came  even  from  Korth  Oarolina,  and  in  such 
numbers  that  they  could  not  be  well  armed,  nor  even  clad. 

Yet,  though  General  Bumside  had  taken  posaession  of  Knokrllle  with* 
out  a  battle,  he  could  not  hold  it  without  much  difficulty.  On  either  side 
of  him  were  the  two  great  armies  of  the  rebellion — General  Lee  on  the 
east.  General  Bragg  on  the  south.  General  Burnside's  base,  of  supplies 
was  in  Kentucky,  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  distant  From  thence  every 
thing  had  to  be  brought  over  a  difficidt  and  dangerous  mountain  road  in 
wagons.  The  country  swarmed  with  guerrillas.  The  rebel  foroes  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  Knoxville,  though  not  large  enough  to  give  General 
Bumside  battle,  were  sufficiently  large  to  give  bim  serious  trouble,  by 
dashes  against  important  posts.  General  Bumside  had  not  force  Buffici^t 
to  occupy  and  protect  the  country  at  laige.  His  only  safety  was  in  the 
concentration  of  his  army.  Olothing  and  shoes  began  to  faiL  The  utmost 
economy  was  required  in  the  administration  of  the  commissanat.  Ap- 
proaching winter  was  looked  forward  to  with  well-grounded  apprehension. 

In  the  mean  time  the  disastrous  battle  of  Ohickamauga — disastrous  in 
its  commencement)  glorious  in  its  developments  of  hGCoism— ^had  been 
fought.  Its  results  imperilled  the  existence  of  Gleneral  Bosecrans's  army, 
and  greatly  enhanced  the  perils  with  which  General  Bumside  was  now 
surrounded.  About  the  middle  of  JSoYemher  it  became  certain  that 
G^ieral  Longstreet  had  been  detached  from  the  army  of  General  Bra^ 
to  attack  Enoxville.  General  Bumside  advanced  to  meet  his  foe  and  hold 
him  in  check.  This  was  all  that  it  was  prudent  for  him  to  attempt.  Meet* 
ing  the  foe,  and  reAising  a  decisive  battle,  he  retired  slowly  upon  Knox- 
ville, stubbornly  contesting  the  way«  The  inhabitants  of  the  city  were 
alarmed.  But  General'  Bumside  was  shrewdly  and  successfully  leading 
the  rebel  general  as  far  from  the  main  body  under  Bragg  as  possible. 

The  permanent  occupation  of  East  Tennessee  d^^nded  on  G^ieral 
Grant  more  than  on  General  Bumside*  The  battle  for  its  redemption  had 
to  be  fought  at  Chattanooga.  General  Bumaide's  purpose  was  to  put  so 
great  a  distance  between  Longstreet  and  Bragg  that  the  former  coidd  not 
return  to  aid  the  latter  in  the  battle  now  imminent  He  suooeeded.  This 
•agaciouB  strategy  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  glorious  victories  of  IiQok- 
Dut  Mountain  and  Missionary  Bidge.  On  the  17th.  of  If  ovember,  General 
Burnside's  army  reentered  Enoxville,  the  rebel  army  pressing  closely  upon 
his  rear.    Immediate  {NPeparations  were  made  fin:  tixe  d^enoe  of  the  dtj* 
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The  armj  wbb  inlSiMriiied  tiiat  tbere  was  to  be  no  more  retreating.  The  old 
defences  were  strengthened  ai^d  new  ones  eirected.  Bifle-pits  were  dug,  trees 
felled,  and  all  needfhl  things  were  done  to  r^>el  an  asaanlt  or  to  sustain  a  siege. 

Knoxville  is  situated  on  the  north  hank  of  die  Holston  BiTer.  As  the 
stream^{»*oteets  it  on  the  south,  and  a  range  of  hills  guards  the  af^roaches 
from  the  west,  the  rebels  prepared  to  mote  upon  the  city  from  the  north 
and  east.  The  rebel  line  extended  in  a  circular  form,  with  their  right 
touching  upon  the  river,  so  as  to  cut  off  all  wcuber  communication,  l^ough 
forage  trains  continued  to  bring  in  provisi<»is,  the  difficulties  of  transpor- 
tation were  so  great  that  an  accumulation  of  supplies  was  impossible.  A 
long  si^e  was  not  fearod,  as  succor  was  confidently  expected  from  General 
Grant.  It  came,  but  not  in  the  way  anticipated  by  the  soldiers.  The  tIo- 
tories  achievod  by  General  Grant,  in  the  terrible  encounta*s  of  Missionary 
Ridge  and  Lookout  Mountain,  enabled  reenforcements.  to  march,  exultant 
with  success,  to  the  aid  of  General  Bumside.  The  tables  were  thus  sud- 
denly tuibed.  Longstreet  was  in  extreme  peril.  Before  ordering  a  retreat, 
he  determined  to  make  one  desperate  effort  to  carry  ELnoxTiUe  by  storm. 

On  the  northeast  comer  of  the  town  thepe  was  a  large  hill,  surmounted 
by  well-planned  eardiworib,  called  Fort  Sanders^  in  honor  of  the  brave 
patriot  general  of  that  name  who  fell  in  the  early  part  of  the  siege.  This 
fort  commanded  the  approaches  to  the  city  both  from  the  north  Mid  east. 
This  fort  must  be  taken  by  the  rebels  before  their  troops  could  enter  the 
city.  The  hill-sides  had  been  covered  with  a  (tense  fewest  of  pine-trees. 
These  were  felled,  so  as  to  present  an  fkb^ttis  or  network  of  bnuh  or  tim- 
ber almost  impassable.  Between  this  abattis  and  the  fort  was  a  cleared 
space  two  or  three  hundred  yards  in  width,  cleared  to  afford  free  range  for 
grape  and  canister.  Across  this  open  space  wires  were  stretched  imper- 
ceptible to  the  eye.    The  works  themselves  consisted  of  a  ditch  and  parapet. 

General  Longstreet  ordered  this  work  to  be  stormed.  Three  brigades 
of  picked  regiments  were  assigned  to  the  duty.  On  Saturday  night,  the 
28th  of  November,  these  men,  brave,  though  deluded,  succeeded  in  pudiing 
their  way  through  the  pine  abattis  and  reaching  the  edge  of  the  clearing. 
This  was  not  done  without  some  skirmishing.  But  the  darkness  of  the 
night  aided  their  movement.  Just  in  the  edge  of  this  clearing  they  slept 
on  their  arms,  awaiting  a  terrible  to-morrow.  Early  in  the  morning  of  the 
29th,  a  Sabbath  morning,  the  command  was  given  to  charge. 

Then  ensued  a  scene  of  carnage  and  desperate  courage  unsurpassed 
during  the  war.  As  they  advanced  across  the  open  space,  a  furious  storm 
of  grape  and  canister  was  hurled  into  their  faces.  Entangled  by  the 
unseen  wires,  they  were  thrown  upon  the  ground,  to  be  trampled  under 
foot  by  their  own  comrades.  The  air  was  filled  with  the  whiz  of  Mini6 
balls.  Still,  over  the  dead  and  the  wounded,  they  rush  on.  They  reach 
the  ditch.  They  fill  it  with  their  bodies.  Hand-grenades  are  thrown  into 
the  midst  of  the  struggling  mass,  exploding  with  horrible  effect.  One 
man  scales  the  parapet  and  plants  upon  it  the  rebel  flag.  A  triumphant 
yell  bursts  from  the  lips  of  his  confederates.  The  next  instant  the  man  and 
flag  fall  together  into  the  ditch  beneath.  Not  a  single  rebel  entered  the 
fort.    Hundreds  lay  dead  before  it    Only  three  hundred  defended  the 
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fort.  Maaj  more  than  that  nBmber,  dead  or  dyiDg,  strewed  the  ground 
arocnd,  the  victims  of  its  terrible  fire,  ere  the  assanlt  was  abandoned. 
The  Union  loss  was  but  Ibor  killed  and  eleyen  wonnded. 

The  brarery  with  which  the  assault  had  been  conducted  demonstrated 
the  usefeesness  of  repeatti^  it.  Gtoneral  Longstreet  abandoned  the  tiege 
and  commenced  his  retreat  south.  No  immediato  pursuit  was  attempted. 
A  ruse  was  feared.  But  a  caviJry  reconnoissance  demonstrated  tJiat  his 
retreat  was  final.  The  exultation  of  the  army  at  their  own  victory  was 
increased  by  receiving  in  a  few  di^  tidings  of  the  great  victories  at 
Lookout  Mountain.  On  the  0th  of  December,  General  Sherman  entered 
the  city  with  reinforcements ;  railroad  communication  with  Ohattanooga 
was  opened ;  Enoxville  was  no  longer  in  any  possibility  of  dang^,  and 
East  Tennessee  was  redeemed.  On  the  following  day  the  Pre8id^[it  cafled 
upon  the  people  to  give  thanks  to  Ood  for  the  final  deliv^ance  of  this 
long-suffering  pec^le. 

We  cannot  <dose  this  chapter  widiout  a  fffw  words  of  admAmti<m  of  the 
almost  unexampled  heroism  of  W.  G.  Btownlow,  fomiliarly  known  as  '^  Par- 
son Brownlow/'  editor  of  the  Enoxville  ^^  Whig."  Firm  as  Abdiel  he  stood 
tn  his  patriotism.  Insult,  torture,  imprisonment,  starvation,  lingering 
sickness,  and  the  menace  of  death  by  hanging,  could  not  induce  him  to 
give  the  slightest  adhesion  to  the  foul  reb^on.  Sede^ned  T^messee 
having  driven  the  traitors  from  her  soil,  placed  the  hero  in  the  gubanatorial 
diair.  The  tidings  of  this  his  devation  was  reeeived  with  acdaim  through 
all  the  loyal  seeticms  of  the  United  Slftteap 
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Had  Generals  Grant  and  BoBecranB  been  no  more  sn'ccessfnl  than  Gen- 
eral Buell,  the  invasion  of  Kentucl^  might  have  proved  far  more  disastrons 
than  it  did.  General  Grant  now  commanded  the  Department  of  West  Ten- 
nessee. General  Pope  had  been  smnmoned  by  Gteneral  Halleck  to  Yir- 
ginia.  General  Boeec^rans,  on  the  30th  of  October,  entered  npon  the 
command  of  the  Army  oi  the  Ohio,  or  of  the  Onmberland,  as  it  was  soon 
called.  The  Department  of  the  *^  Fourteenth  Army  Corps*'  consisted  of 
all  that  portion  of  Tennessee  which  was  east  oi  the  Tennessee  Biver,  and 
so  much  of  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Georgia  as  General  Rosecrana 
might  occupy.  ^ 

Winter,  with  its  chilling,  drenching  rains,  and  boundless  mud,  was 
^approaching.  The  soldiers  were  exhausted  by  long  marches  and  disheart- 
ened by  an  inglorious  campaign.  The  hospitals,  wretchedly  provided, 
were  filled  with  the  suffering  and  the  dying.  The  single  thread  of  rail- 
road, by  which  communications  were  opened  to  Nashville,  had  been 
almost  demolished  by  the  rebels,  and  was  now,  along  the  whole  line, 
infested  by  guerrillas.  Kearly  ten  thousand  of  the  patriot  troops,  heart- 
sksk  of  unavailing  toils  and  sufferings,  had  deserted.  The  cavaliy  corps 
had  been  so  much  neglected  that  the  vast  superiority  of  the  rebel  cavalry 
gave  them  the  general  control  of  the  country.  While  the  National  army 
was  languidly  reposing  at  Bowling  Green,  Bragg's  army,  encumbered  with 
its  enormous  train  of  plunder,  was  toiling  through  the  defiles  of  the  moun* 
tains  of  East  Tennessee,  endeavoring  to  reach  Murfreesboro'  by  the 
circuitous  route  through  Chattanooga. 

It  had  been  found  necessary  essentially  to  weaken  the  Union  army 
which  was  in  the  vicini^  of  Corinth.  Eight  thousand  men  had  been 
sent  under  the  patriot  General,  Jefferson  C.  Davis,*  to  reenforce  General 

*  General  JefiTeraon  0.  Davis  was  bom  in  Clarice  Ckmntj,  Indiana,  March  2,  1838.  At  seven- 
teen  jears  of  age  he  volunteered  as  a  private  in  the  Mexican  war,  where  he  distinguished  him- 
self; and  was  i^pointed  first  lieutenant  in  the  regular  artOlerj.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the 
rebellion,  he  was  second  in  eonunand  at  Fort  Sumter,  during  the  assault  npon  that  fbrtress.  After 
the  ■onender,  he  was  ordered  to  Indianapolis,  where  he  Acted  as  mustering  officer  for 
Tadiana.  Soon  he  was  i^pdnted  colonel  of  the  Twenty-second  Indiana  Regiment,  and  ordered 
to  report  to  Qeneral  Fremont    On  Fremoiit's  advance  on  Springfield  he  oommanded  the  pos|  at 
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BuelL  A  large  force  had  also  been  sent  by  General  Grant  to  protect  the 
northern  border.  It  became  evident,  early  in  September,  that  the  National 
army  would  not  be  permitted  to  retain  the  fruit  of  its  victory  at  Corinth 
without  a  struggle.  Indeed,  as  early  aa  the  last  of  August  a  force  of  some 
five  or  six  thousand  men  was  sent  by  the  rebels  to  attack  Bolivar  and 
Jackson,  Tennessee,  ahd,  by  destroying  the  railioad,  to  cut  off  all  communi- 
cation between  Memphis  and  Corinth.  The  head  of  the  rebel  column  was 
met,  about  foilr  miles  south  of  Bolivar,  on  the  80th  of  Atigust,  where  a 
brisk  skirmish  ensued.  The  next  day  there  was  quite  a  severe  battle  near 
Meadow  Station,  where  the  rebel  forces  were  engaged  and  repulsed.  The 
next  day,  September  1st,  the  fight  was  renewed  at  Britton^s  Lane,  on  th^ 
Denmark  road.  The  battle  continued  until  night,  when  the  rebels  retreated 
across  the  Hatchie,  leaving  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine  dead  and 
wounded  on  the  field.  The  National  loss  was  five  killed,  seventy-eight 
wounded,  ninety-two  prisoners  and  missing. 

The  National  line  was  now  far  too  much  extended  for  its  safety.  It 
was  necessary  to  concentrate  our  forces.  On  the  10th  of  October,  Tus- 
cumbia  was  evacuated.  Colonel  Murphy,  who  occupied  that  place  with 
the  second  brigade  of  General  Stanley's  Division,  fell  back  under  orders  to 
luka,  a  point  on  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad,  about  midway 
between  Tuscumbia  and  Corinth.  Here,  after  a  few  days,  he  was  surprised 
by  a  force  of  rebel  cavalry,  and,  after  a  short  skirmish,  retreated.  A  con- 
sfderable  quantity  of  stores  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  including  six 
hundred  and  eighty  barrels  of  fiour.  At  the  same  time  the  rebel  General 
Price  occupied  luka  in  force. 

The  way  was  now  open  for  General  Price  to  execute  his  part  of  the 
plan  for  the  invasion  of  the  North.  This  was  to  slip  by  the  right  wing  ol 
the  National  army,  which  was  at  Corinth,  to  cross  the  Tennessee  River,  and 
gaining  the  rear  of  Buell,  to  threaten  Nashville.  Thus  General  Buell 
would  be  compelled  to  abandon  the  place,  or,  for  its  defence,  so  to  weaken 
other  positions  as  to  expose  them  to  capture.  Should,  however,  the 
National  army  venture  to  come  out  from  Corinth  to  dispute  the  advance 
of  General  Price,  then  General  Van  Dorn,  marching  up  from  the  south 
was  immediately  to  attack  that  place.  Its  capture  then  could  be  easily 
effected.  The  plan  was  well  conceived,  but  its  execution  was  not  accom- 
plished. 

General  Rosecrans,  learning  that  luka  was  occupied  by  General  Price 
and  his  army,  sent  Generals  Grant  and  Ord,  with  a  column  of  eighteen 
thousand  men,  to  move  along  the  railroad  and  attack  Price  in  fi^nt,'  while 
General  Rosecrans  himself,  advancing  by  the  way  of  Jacinto,  was  to  attack 
him  in  flank  and  rear.    The  two  columns  started  out  from  CorinA  the  17th 

Jeflferson  Citj.  He  fought  under  General  Curtis^  at  the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge,  and  joined  General 
HaPeck,  in  May  following,  at  Corinth.  In  August  he  visited  home,  on  leave  of  absence,  in 
oonsequenoe  of  ill  health,  and  was  thus  at  Indiana  at  the  time  of  Bragg*s  invasion.  The  approadi 
of  the  foe  led  him  to  repair  immediately  to  Louisville  and  tender  his  services  to  the  Government. 
Here  he  was  outrageously  insulted  by  General  Kelson,  and  after  demanding  an  apology  and 
receiving  only  reiterated  abuse,  he  shot  him  on  the  stairs  of  the  Gait  House.  General  Kelson 
died  m  a  few  hours.  General  Davis  was  arrested,  but  was  soon  after  released,  iustalned  by  th* 
almost  universal  sympathy  of  the  public  and  of  the  army. 
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of  September.  On  the  morning  of  the  19th,  General  Hosecrans  drove  in 
the  rebel  pickets,  and  took  position  near  to  the  rebel  lines.  General  Grant 
was  to  have  opened  the  battle  npon  the  north,  and  General  Bosecrans 
waited  for  the  sonnd  of  his  cannon.  As,  for  some  unexplained  cause, 
General  Grant's  attack  was  delayed,  General  Rosecrans,  having  obtained  a 
commanding  position,  opened  with  shot  and  shell  directly  upon  the  head- 
quarters of  General  Price.  General  Little,  who  commanded  a  division  of 
the  rebel  army,  while  consulting  with  General  Price,  was  shot  by  a  bullet 
through  the  head  from  the  rifle  of  a  sharpshooter. 

The  ground  occupied  by  General  Rosecrans  was  not  favorable  for  the 
massing  of  heavy  bodies  of  troops.  ,  General  Rosecrans  had  with  him  but 
three  thousand  men.  He  attacked  a  foe  variously  estimated  at  from  eleven 
to  fifteen  thousand.  He  counted  on  the  cooperation  of  General  Grant's 
army.  Doubtless  for  good,  though  hitherto  unexplained  reasons,  he  had 
failed  to  come  up  in  season  to  participate  in  the  conflict.  The  battle  was 
desperately  fought  on  both  sides :  General  Price  commanding  the  rebels 
in  person,  and  General  Rosecrans  commanding  the  National  troops.  One 
battery,  the  Eleventh  Ohio,  was  made  the  centre  of  a  most  ftirious  rebel 
fire.  Every  horse  was  shot;  seventy-two  men  were  either  killed  or 
wounded.  Three  times  the  battery  was  taken  by  the  rebels  at  the  point  of 
the  bayonet.  Twice  it  was  retaken  in  the  same  way  by  the  Fifth  Iowa 
Infantry.  But  they  had  no  means  of  removing  the  guns,  and  the  battery 
remained  at  last  in  the  hands  of  the  rebek.  The  battle,  though  bloody, 
was  short.  Darkness  soon  put  an  end  to  the  contest.  The  result  was 
apparently  indecisive.  A  renewal  of  the  conflict  was  expected  by  General 
Rosecrans  on  the  morrow. 

General  Price,  well  assured  that  General  Grant's  forces  would  be  on 
the  ground  by  that  time,  esteemed  discretion  the  better  part  of  valor,  and 
retreated  during  the  night.  Thus  one  important  and  well-ponceived  plan 
for  the  invasion  of  the  North  was  defeated.  If  the  attack  upon  Price's 
army  had  been  made  as  was  intended  by  the  combined  forces  of  Grant  and 
Rosecrans,  it  would  scarcely  have  escaped  utter  demolition.  The  National 
io3s  in  this  conflict  was  about  eight  hundred  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 
The  rebel  loss  is  estimated  at  about  a  third  more,  including  three  promi- 
nent generals — Little,  Berry,  and  Whitfield.  The  avowed  object  of  Gen- 
eral Price  was  to  liberate  the  fair  fields  of  the  South  from  the  despotism  of 
Northern  despoilers.  The  character  of  these  self-styled  liberators  may  be 
inferred  from  the  following  statements.  They  are  contained  in  an  article 
written  hi  a  correspondent  in  the  rebel  army,  and  published  in  the 
"  Mississippian  "  of  Jackson : —  ) 

"  During  the  entire  retreat  we  lost  but  four  or  five  wagons,  which 
broke  down  on  the  road,  and  were  left.  Acts  of  vandalism,  disgraceful  to 
the  army,  were,  however,  perpetrated  along  the  road,  which  made  me 
blush  to  own  such  men  as  my  countrymen.  Cornfields  were  laid  waste, 
potato-patches  robbed,  barn-yards  and  smoke-houses  despoiled,  hogs  killed, 
and  all  kinds  of  outrages  perpetrated  in  broad  daylight  and  in  full  view  of 
oflSeers.  I  doubted,  on  the  march  up  and  down  the  retreat,  whether  I  was 
in  an  army  of  brave  men,  fighting  for  their  country,  or  merely  following  a 
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band  of  armed  maranders,  wbo  are  as  terrible  to  their  fiiendfl  aa  foes.  X 
once  tiioiight  General  Brs^  too  severe  In  his  disoipline ;  but  I  am  satisfied 
that  none  but  the  severest  discipline  will  restrain  men  upon  a  march. 

"  The  settlements  through  which  we  passed  were  made  to  pay  a  heavy 
tribute  to  the  rapacity  of  our  soldiers ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  women 
and  children  will  cry  for  the  bread  which  has  been  taken  firom  them,  by 
those  who  should  have  protected  and  defended  them.  This  plunder,  too, 
was  without  excuse,  for  rations  were  regularly  issued  every  night ;  and, 
though  the  men  did  not  get  their  meals  as  punctually  as  when  in  camp, 
still  there  was  no  absolute  suffering  to  justify  £udi  conduct,  and  it  deserves 
the  severest  reprobation." 

This  picture  is  not  overdrawn.  The  scenes  thus  enacted  have  been 
repeated  in  well-nigh  every  section  of  the  rebel  Confederacy.  The  South 
has  suffered  far  more  from  the  devastations  of  its  pretended  defenders,  than 
from  any  rapacity  on  the  part  of  its  supposed  despoilers.  Private  property 
in  the  South  has  always  been  more  sacredlj  regarded  by  the  I^ational  than 
by  the  rebel  army. 

General  Price  moved  rapidly  in  a  southwesterly  directi<m,  making  a 
complete  circuit  around  Corinth,  crossing  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  BaUroad  at 
Baldwin ;  thence  northwesterly  through  Bipley,  forming  a  junction  with 
y an  Dom  and  Lovell  on  the  route,  reaching  Chewala,  on  the  Memphis  and 
Charleston  Eailroad,  about  ten  miles  west  of  Corinth,  the  last  of  September. 
Meantime,  General  Bosecrans  had  withdrawn  from  luka  and  reoccupied 
Corinth.  General  Grant  had  withdrawn  to  Jackson,  Tennessee,  the 
junction  of  the  Mississippi  Central  and  Mobile  and  Ohio  Hailroads.  Gen- 
eral Rosecrans's  army  consisted  of  four  divisions,  under  Brigadier-Generak 
Hamilton,  McKean,  Davies,  and  Stanley-^a  force  in  all  of  about  twenty 
thousand  men.  The  rebels,  commanded  by  Generals  Van  Dorn,  Price, 
Lovell,  Villepigue,  and  Eust,  were  nearly  double  that  number. 

The  intentions  of  the  rebels  were  unknown.  They  might  feign  an 
attack  upon  Corinth,  rush  forward  for  the  North,  attack  General  Grant  at 
Jackson,  and  thus  accomplish  successfully  that  severance  of  General  Bose* 
crans's  connection  with  the  North  which,  a  month  earlier,  they  had  attempt- 
ed ;  or  they  might  be  intending  a  direct  attack  upon  his  position.  ^  The 
eyes  of  the  army,"  as  General  Eoseorans  styles  his  cavalry,  were  kept  open. 
Every  movement  of  the  enemy  was  promptly  communicated  to  him. 
General  Davies,  and  a  part  of  General  McEjean's  Division,  -weare  sent  out 
towards  Chewala  to  feel  the  position  and  strength  of  the  enemy.  There 
was  brisk  skirmishing  on  the  first  and  second  days  of  October.  On 
the  third,  the  rebels  advanced  in  sufficient  force  to  indicate  that  they 
intended  a  serious  attack.  Their  advance  was  stubbornly  re^sted,  but 
it  was  no  part  of  the  plan  of  General  Bosecrans  to  accept  battle  outside  of 
his  defensive  works.  Corinth  had  been  strongly  fortified  by  General  Beau- 
regard before  it  was  captured  by  our  troops. 

But  a  line  of  defences  constructed  for  an  army  of  (me  hundred  thousand 
men  could  not  be  maintained  by  twenty  thousand.  A  new  and  interior 
line  of  redoubts  had  therefore  been  constructed,  and  additions  to  these 
were  now  made  by  a  corps  of  "  contraband  "  sappers  and  miners.    Upon 
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the  evening  of  the  8d  of  October  the  rebels  had  apparently  gained  groat 
sucoesseB.  Thej  had  driven  the  National  troops  back  into  their  works, 
inflicting  severe  injuries  upon  thenL  General  Oglesby  was  wounded. 
General  Hackleman  was  killed.  The  loss  in  General  Davies's  Division  was 
severe^  This  division  had  been  retreating  all  day  before  the  enemy, 
though  heroically  fighting  against  superior  numbers.  "  Their  magnificent 
fighting  on  the  8d,"  says  General  Rosecrans,  "more  than  atones  for 
what  was  lacking  on  the  4th."  The  discouraging  experience  of  the  first 
day's  battle  partly  accounts  for  their  disaster  on  the  second.  Inevitable 
defeat  and  capture  seemed  to  stare  the  National  army  in  the  face.  A 
general  panic  pervaded  the  community,  in  which  the  army  manifestly 
shared.  Many  of  the  officers  were  unable  to  conceal  their  disquietude.  It 
was,  however,  observed  that  General  Kosecrans  was  in  magnificent  spirits. 
He  seemed  to  feel  that  every  thing  was  going  exactly  as  he  could  wish. 
In  truth,  every  thing  had  thus  far  moved  in  accordance  with  his  plans. 
What  were  those  plans  ?    Let  ns  endeavor  to  unfold  them. 

On  the  west  of  Corinth  the  country  is  rough,  hilly,  and  intersected  by 
numerous  ravines.  On  the  south  it  is  swampy,  and  a  dense  forest  with 
thick  underbrush  covers  the  ground.  The  trees  have  been  felled,  making 
an  abattis  which  added  to  the  difficulty  of  the  approach  on  both  of  these 
Bides.  Upon  the  north  the  ground  is  comparatively  level  and  open.  The 
railroad  and  two  wagon-roads,  one  leading  to  Purdy  and  the  other  to 
Bolivar,  enter  the  town  from  thia.  direction.  Here  was  apparently  General 
Rosecrans's  weak  point.  It  was  from  this  direction  that  the  rebels  were 
most  likely  to  approadi.  To  lure  them  to  do  this.  General  Davies's  Division 
was  sent  out  to  provoke  the  rebels  to  an  attack,  with  orders  to  %ht  stub- 
bornly, and  yet  steadily  to  fall  back 'before  the  foe.  The  rebels,  following- 
close  after,  rent  the  air  with  their  exultant  shouts.  They  thought  that 
they  were  driving  all  before  them,  when  in  reality  they  were  being  drawn 
into  a  trap. 

"  Two  hours  more  of  daylight,"  wrote  a  correspondent  of  the  "  Grenada 
Appeal "  (rebel), "  would  have  decided  the  possession  of  Corinth  itself.  The 
Yankees  would  have  been  driven  from  the  stronghold  in  which  they  long 
had  revelled,  and  been  scattered  in  utter  rout." 

General  Kosecrans,  delighted  with  the  successful  operations  of  his  plans, 
now  prepared  to  bait  and  set  his  trap.  The  movement  will  be  quite  intel- 
ligible by  referring  to  the  diagram.  Fort  Chapman  and  Fort  Williams 
were  two  prominent  fortifications,  which,  being  supplied  with  heavy  siege- 
guns,  commanded  the  approach  to  the  town.  On  a  line  a  little  advanced 
from  these  forts  General  Rosecrans  placed  his  men.  The  left  rested  upon 
Battery  Kobinet,  the  right  upon  Battery  Richardson.  But  neither  of  these 
batteries  were  noticeable  from  the  rebel  positions.  Both  were  slight  breast- 
works. Battery  Richardson  was  thrown  up  on  Friday  night.  In  fact,  tfie 
rebels  discovered  neither  of  them,  until  after  the  assault  of  Saturday  was 
commenced.  Both  were  supported  by  infantry  under  cover.  All  of  the 
forts  designated  on  the  diagram  are  upon  high  ground.  The  centre  of  the 
town  is  low. 

On  Saturday  morning  the  rebels  saw  before  them  the  Union  army 
Vol.  n.— 23 
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drawn  ont  in  line*  of  battle,  the  centre  a  little  retired,  and  their  flanks 
apparently  resting  but  a  little  in  advance  of  Forts  Williams  and  Chapman. 
Their  ta^  seemed  a  simple  one;  It  was  only  to  assail  and  break  the 
National  line  by  one  furions  charge,  and  then  capture  the  two  forts  by  an 
attack  in  their  rear.  The  battle  was  commenced  about  daylight  by  artillery 
jQre  from  the  rebels,  who  had  planted  a  battery  west  of  the  town.  This, 
however,  produced  no  other  effect  than  to  render  the  town  an  exceedingly 
UDiComfortable  place  of  residence,  and  to  drive  the  civilians  to  the  hills  in 
the  rear.  Not  until  after  nine  o'clock  was  any  general  assault  attempted* 
Then  suddenly  an  immense  mass  of  rebels  emerged  from  the  woods,  their 
bayonets  gleaming  in  the  sun,  moving  up  against  the  National  centre,  in 
the  shape  of  a  monstrous  wedge.  The  column  was  led  by  General  Price. 
As  the  assaulting  column  swept  up  to  the  charge,  a  fearfrd  storm  of 
shot  and  shell  was  poured  upon  it  from  the  two  batteries  and  from  the 
great  guns  in  Forts  Williams  and  Chapman.  Large  gaps  were  torn  through 
the  rebel  ranks  by  the  cross  and  enfilading  fire.  Heroically  the  rebel 
troops  filled  up  the  gaps  as  fast  as  they  were  made.  Undaunted,  and 
rending  the  air  vntii  their   peculiar  savage   yell,  the  foe   rushed    to 
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the  charge  on  the  full  run.  Now  the  sharp  rattle  of  musketry  was  heard, 
in  addition  to  the  booming  of  cannon.  The  infantry  had  opened  upon ' 
them.  Still,  with  heroic  courage,  they  "  marched  steadily  to  death,  with 
their  faces  averted  like  men  striving  to  protect  themselves  firom  a  driving 
storm  of  haiL"  Battery  Richardson  was  now  unvailed  to  the  rebels.  It 
must  be  taken  at  every  cost.  The  wedge  opens.  A  wing  spreads  out  to 
storm  it.  Still  the  assailing  column  presses  on.  To  meet  firmly  and  un- 
flinchingly such  a  charge  requires  no  lees  courage  than  to  make  it.  Three 
months  later,  General  Bosecrans,  speaking  to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
said,  ^'  Eecollect  that  there  are  ha^y  any  troops  in  ^be  world  that  will 
stand  a  bayonet  charge." 

G^nend  Davies's  Division,  wearied  with  the  marches  and  the  conflicts 
of  the  previous  day,  disheartened  too,  probably,  by  their  constant  retreat, 
began  to  waver  and  break  before  the  foe  reached  them.  General  Bose- 
crans, discovering  the  danger,  sprang  earnestly  to  the  front,  and,  by  the 
most  strenuous  operations,  prevented  a  panic.  Nevertheless,  his  line  was 
pierced,  an^  General  Davies's  Division,  falling  back,  exposed  the  right  wing, 
which  was  also  thrown  into  confusion.  The  rebels,  flushed  with  success, 
swarm  about  Battery  Bichardson,  clamber  the  breastworks,  and  gain  for 
an  instant  the  guns.  It  is  but  for  an  instant.  The  Fifty-sixth  Illinois 
suddenly  rises  from  its  cover  in  a  ravine.  A  terrible  volley,  a  shout,  a 
charge  with  bristling  bayonets,  and  the  rebels  are  driven  before  them 
tumultaously  and  in  the  utmost  precipitation.  The  rebels  were  indeed  in 
a  trap.  By  no  possibility  could  they  hold  the  battery.  The  diagram  will 
show  how  perfectly  it  was  commanded  by  the  guns  of  Fort  Chapman. 
Still,  the  transient  panic  in  the  National  ranks  gave  the  rebels  a  temporary 
success. 

The  ragged  head  of  Price's  storming  colmnns  gained  almost  the  centre 
of  the  town.  General  Bosecrans's  head-quarters  were  for  a  few  moments 
occnpied  by  the  rebels.  Their  success  was  but  momentary.  They  were 
flanked  on  either  side.  TJnion  reenibrcements  were  hurried  to  ikhe  centre ; 
the  guns  fi^m  the  batteries  in  the  rear  of  the  town  were  reversed  and 
turned  npon  them.  In  a  few  moments  the  remnant  of  General  Price's 
column  was  flying  from  the  works  far  more  rapidly  and  far  less  orderly  than 
it  had  entered.  A  rebel  soldier  says  that  General  Van  Dom,  who  wit- 
nessed the  assault  and  repulse,  said  grimly : —  • ' 

"  That's  Bosecrans's  trick.    He  has  got  Price  where  he  must  suffer." 

Certain  it  is  that  General  Bosecrans  had  laid  an  ingenious  trap,  which 
sprang  as  he  intended  upon  his  foe.  While  General  Price  was  thus  as- 
sailing the  right  and  centre.  General  Van  Dom  attacked  the  left.  It  was 
intended  that  the  assaults  should  be  simultaneous,  but  the  rug^edness  of 
the  gronnd  delayed  Van  Dom's  advance.  Indeed,  the  battle  on  the  left 
hardly  commenced  until  the  battle  on  the  centre  and  the  right  was 
at  an  end.  Here,  however,  there  was  another  desperate  conflict.  It  was 
essential  to  the  success  of  the  rebels  that  they  should  take  Battery  Bobinet. 
But  to  take  it,  they  were  compelled  to  march  across  a  rugged  ravine, 
through  dense  thickets,  and  over  an  abattis,  exposed  all  \he  way  to  the 
concentrated  fire  of  Batteries  Bobinet  and  WiUiami^      The  well-nigh 
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impossible  task  was  audaciously  attempted.  Indeed,  there  never  was  more 
desperate  fighting  than  was  displayed  by  the  rebels  during  this  war.  The 
leaders  had  staked  every  thing  upon  its  issue ;  and  to  them  all,  death  was 
infinitely  preferable  to  final  defeat.  The  recklessness  with  which  they 
hurled  their  ignorant  and  degraded  masses  upon  the  lines  of  the  patriots 
has  never  been  surpassed  in  the  records  of  war.  The  daring  manifested  by 
otficers  and  men  in  the  rush  upon  Battery  Eobinet  was  sublime.  Two 
brigades,  one  immediately  in  the  rear  of  the  other,  advanced  to  the  charge. 
Yolley  after  volley  of  shot  and  shells  mangled  and  lacerated  their  line. 
Still  onward,  right  onward,  unfalteringly  they  pressed,  stimibling  over  the 
wounded  and  the  dead.  Colonel  Eogers  was  in  Iront  of  the  First  Brigade, 
They  reached  the  breastworks :  Colonel  Eogers  leaped  upon  the  parapet 
with  a  rebel  flag  in  one  hand  and  revolver  in  the  other.  For  an  instant 
the  rebel  and  the  If  ational  flag  float  side  by  side.  Then  the  traitor  and 
his  flag  fall  in  the  dust  together.  History  must  do  homage  to  the  bravery 
of  the  rebel,  while  it  abhors  his  treason.    • 

The  Second  Brigade,  nothing  daunted,  follows  close  upon  the  first  A 
storm  of  leaden  hail  is  poured  upon  them.  They  falter  not ;  but,  in  their 
turn,  swarming  over  the  breastworks,  fill  the  redoubt.  A  terrific  hand-to- 
hand  conflict  ^ensues.  It  was  literally  hand  to  hand  in  the  death-grapple. 
Bayonets  were  used,  muskets  clubbed,  and  men  were  felled  with  brawny 
fists.  Such  a  strife  could  not  last  long.  The  rebels,  repulsed,  broken,  and 
with  the  mad  enthusiasm  of  their  charge  dissipated  by  ill  success,  in  wild 
rout  flee  back  to  the  cover  of  the  woods,  pursued  by  the  Eleventh  Mis- 
souri and  the  Twenty-seventh  Ohio.  Entangled  in  the  meshes  of  the 
abattis,  there  is  no  escape  from  the  pitiless  storm  which  pursues  them. 
Many,  in  despair,  wave  white  handkerchiefe  in  token  of  surrender.  Over 
two  hundred  prisoners  were  taken  within  an  area  of  a  hundred  yards. 
Over  two  hundred  fell  in  the  assault.  The  ditch  in  front  of  the  redoubt 
was  literally  filled  with  the  dead.  Soldiers  always  respect  the  brave.  The 
heroic  Colonel  Eogers  was  buried  with  the  honors  of  war,  in  a  separate 
grave,  with  a  tablet  to  indentify  the  spot. 

Thus  ended  the  battle  of  Corinth.  The  rebel  loss  in  killed,  including 
oflScers  and  men,  was, one  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty- three.  Their 
wounded  amounted  to  nearly  six  thousand.  They  lost  in  prisoners,  during 
the  battle  and  in  the  subsequent  pursuit,  two  thousand  two  hundred  and 
forty-eight.  Fourteen  stand  of  colors,  two  pieces  of  artillery,  three 
thouHand  three  hundred  stand  of  arms,  four  thousand  five  himdred  rounds 
of  amm^ition,  together  with  a  large  quantity  of  accoutrement,  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  victors. 

As  soou/^  it  was  ascertfdnedthat  the  rebels  had  really  retreated,  prep- 
arations were  made  for  a  vigorous  pursuit.  A  few  hours  were,  however,  first 
allowed  to  the  weary  soldiers  for  much  needed  rest  and  refreshment.  "  I 
notified  our  victorious  troops,"  said  General  Eosecrans,  "that  after  two 
days'  fighting,  two  almost  sleepless  nights  of  preparation,  movements,  and 
Hiarch,  I  wished  them  to  replenish  their  cartridge-boxes,  haversacks,  and 
stomachs,  ti^e  an  early  sleep,  and  start  in  pursuit  by  daylight."  His  orders 
to  his  officers  in  command  of  the  pursuit  were : — 
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•*  Follpw  cloee ;  compel  them  to  form  often  in  line  of  battle,  and  so 
harass  and  discourage  tliem;  prevent  them  firom  communicating  from 
front  to  rear ;  give  them  no  time  to  distribute  subsistence ;  don't  let  them 
fileep.*' 

General  McPherson,  who  arrived  at  Corinth  from  Jackson,  with  a 
brigade  of  patriot  troops,  but  too  late  to  take  part  in  the  battle,  being 
obliged  to  pass  nearly  round  the  enemy,  and  to  enter  Corinth  from  the 
east,  led  the  van  in  the  pursuit  Other  forces  were  sent  by  General  Grant 
from  Jackson,  under  Generals  Ord  and  Hurlbut,  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of 
the  rebels.  They  arrived  in  time  successfully  to  dispute  the  passage  of  the 
Hatchie  River  by  the  rebels,  whose  discomfit^  forces  they  drove  back,  after 
a  severe  battle,  on  the  5th.  For  a  time  it  seemed  that  the  whole  rebel 
host  would  be  captured.  Caught  between  two  rivers,  the  Hatchie  in  their 
front  and  the  Tuscumbia  in  their  rear,  pursued  impetuously  by  General 
Eosecrans,  and  as  impetuously  assailed  and  checked  in  their  flight  by 
Generals  Ord  and  Hurlbut,  their  escape  seemed  impossible.  But  the 
National  armies  were  too  much  exhausted  to  follow  up  their  advantage. 
General  Price,  an  accomplished  veteran  in  retreating,  succeeded  in  crossing 
tHe  Hatchie  a  few  miles  above  where  his  first  attempt  had  been  disputed. 

We  have  thus  brought  omr  readers  to  the  end  of  the  rebels'  unsuccessful 
attempt  at  an  invasion  of  the  Northwestern  States.  Though  they  inflicted 
serious  injuries  upon  the  National  cause,  they  wholly  failed  in  their  grand 
enterprise  of  transferring  the  scenes  of  the  war  to  the  North.  General 
Kirby  Smith  had  entered  Kentucky  unopposed.  He  had  defeated  at 
Kichmond  the  raw  militia,  unwisely  sent  into  the  open  field  to  oppose  his 
march.  He  had  compelled  the  evacuation  of  Cumberland  Gap,  by  cutting 
oS  the  only  feasible  line  of  supplies.  He  had  laid  brief  siege  to  Cincin- 
nati, causing  great  anxiety,  and  had  marched  away  unharmed. 

in  cooperation  with  the  same  plan.  General  Bragg  had  slipped  past 
General  Buell's  fiank  without  a  battle;  had  threatened  Nashville  and 
Bowling  Green ;  had  invaded  Kentucky,  and  captured,  in  spite  of  the 
most  heroic  defence,  the  Union  forces  at  Munfordsville,  and  had,  at  his 
leisure  and  unmolested,  ravaged  Central  Kentucky.  Subsequently  he  had 
been  defeated  by  about  half  of  General  Buell's  army  in  the  indecisive 
battle  of  Perryville,  and  had  retreated  to  Murfreesboro',  Tennessee,  with 
immense  plunder  of  military  and  other  stores. 

Generals  Morgan  and  Forrest  had  invested  Nashville  unsuccessfully, 
and  a  little  later  had  attempted  to  carry  it  by  assault,  but  had  suffered  a 
repulse.  The  rebels  had  fared  no  better  in  their  attempts  to  recapture 
Fort  Donelson.  General  Price  had  attempted  to  play  the  same  game  upon 
Generals  Grant  and  Eosecrans  which  Bragg  had  so  successfully  accom- 
plished with  General  BueU.'  He  found,  however,  a  more  wily  foe,  and 
was  defeated  at  luka,  narrowly  escaping  capture,  llie  combined  armies 
of  Price,'  Van  Dbrn,  and  Lovell  had  then  attempted  the  recapture  .of 
Corinth,  which  was  held  by  but  liUle  more  than  half  their  force.  But 
thanks  to  the  ingenious  generalship  of  its  commimder,  the  rebels  were 
beaten  back  with  heavy  loss.  The  rebel  invasion  was  ended  on  the  whole 
ingloriously.  As  an  invasion  it  had  proved  an  utter  failure.  As  a  gigantic 
raid  it  was  an  unjparalleled  succesi. 
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One  of  the  resnlts  of  the  battle  of  Corinth  was  the  transfer  of  General 
Bosecrans  to  the  command  of  the  department  over  which  General  Buell 
had  so  unsuccessfdlly  presided.  On  the  24th  of  October  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee east  of  the  Tennessee  River,  together  with  Northern  Alabama  and 
Georgia,  were  constituted  the  Department  of  the  Cumberland.  General 
Buell,  as  we  have  before  stated,  was  relieved  from  active  service.  General 
Rosecrans  waa  assigned  to  the  command,  which  he  assimied  on  the  30th « 
of  that  month. 

The  circumstances  under  which  he  entered  upon  his  duties  were  dis- 
couraging. His  army  was  demoralized  by  its  inglorious  and  disastrous 
campaign  under  his  predecessor.  How  seriously  it  was  disheartened,  is 
evident  from  the  fact  that  over  seven  thousand  desertions  -had  occurred ; 
and  from  various  causes,  thirty  thousand  men,  one-third  of  the  army,  were 
absent  from  the  ranks.  The  remnant  was  composed  in  part  of  new  levies, 
undisciplined,  and  yet  possessing  a  bravery  which  they  had  well  demon- 
strated in  the  battle  of  Perryville.  The  army  was  concentrated  chiefly  at 
Glasgow  and  Bowling  Green.  At  the  latter  point  General  Rosecrans  es- 
tablished his  headquarters. 

General  Negley  held  Nashville  with  two  divisions,  but  was  closely  in- 
vested. General  Breckinridge,  with  one  division  of  the  rebel  army,  ah*eady 
occupied  Murfreesboro'.  General  Bragg's  entire  force  was  rapidly  being 
concentrated  there.  The  rebel  Generals  Forrest  and  Morgan,  with  a  strong 
force  of  cavalry,  occupied  the  surrounding  country.  All  communication 
with  the  North  had  been  for  a  considerable  time  cut  off.  Between  Nash- 
.  ville  and  Bowling  Green  the  railroad  was  most  effectually  destroyed. 

General  Rosecrans's  first  step  was  to  take  measures  for  the  more  perfect 
organization  and  discipline  of  the  army.  Authority  was  obtained  from 
Washington  to  dismiss  summarily  from  the  service,  officers  guilty  of  fla- 
grant nisdemeanors.*    Supplies  were  brought  forward  from  Louisville. 

•  **  Waudiovox,  iToMmfttr  S,  1861 
-  MAJOR-CrBNBRAL  RQSBORA^S: 

"The  authority  jou  ask,  prompUjto  muster  out  or  dismiss  fVom  the  serrioe  officers  for  fla- 
grant misdemeanors  and  orime^  such  as  pillaging,  drunkenness,  and  misbeha-vior  before  the  enemj, 
or  on  guard  duty,  i$  essenHal  to  diadpUne,  and  you  are  auihorued  to  we  it  Report  of  the  &ct8  in 
eaeh  case  should  be  unmediatelj  forwarded  to  the  War  Apartment,  in  order  to  prevent  unproTl- 
dent  restoration.  B.  U,  Stanton,  Secretary  of  WarJ* 
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Pioneer  corps  were  organized  and  set  to  work,  building  bridges,  repairing 
roads,  and  putting  the  railroad  in  runniftg  order.  The  country  was  new 
and  strange  to  him.  Topographical  maps  were  made,  and  information  ob- 
tained concerning  the  nature  of  the  country  and  the  probable  designs  of 
the  enemy.  Even  to  become  acquainted  with  his  own  army,  and  to  give 
them  opportunity  to  become  acquainted  with  him,  was  a  task  the  magni- 
tude of  which  it  is  not  easy  for  a  civilian  to  imagine.  Napoleonic  energy 
characterized  all  his  movements.  A  devout  member  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  he  was  never  ashamed  to  recognize  the  authority  of  God.  Oh, 
Sundays  and  Wednesdays  he  rose  early  that  he  might  attend  mass.  He  ^ 
seldom  retired  before  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  often  not  until  four. 
The  equipments  of  the  men  were  examined  with  the  most  scrupulous  exact- 
ness. To  one  of  the  men  who  gave  as  an  excuse  for  being  barefooted,  that 
he  could  not  get  shoes,  he  replied  vehemently : — 

"  Can't  get  shoes !  Why  f  Go  to  your  captain  and  demand  what  you 
need  1  Go  to  him  every  day  till  you  get  it.  Bore  him  for  it  1  Bore  him 
in  his  quarters  1  Bore  him  at  meal-time  1  Bore  him  in  bed  I  Bore  him ; 
bore  him ;  bore  him.  DonH  let  him  rest  Let  the  captains  bore  their 
colonels;  let  colonels  bore  their  brigadiers;  brigadiers  their  division 
generals ;  division  generals  their  corps  commanders ;  and  let  the  corps 
commanders  bore  me.  PU  see  then  if  you  don't  get  what  you  want. 
Bore,  bore,  bore,  until  you  get  every  thing  you  are  entitled  to.'* 

Meanwhile,  Gener^d  McCook  was  ordered  to  move,  with  his  corps,  to 
the  relief  of  Nashville.  He  commenced  his  march  upon  the  4th,  three 
days  after  the  arrival  of  General  Bosecrans  at  Bowling  Green.  This  move^ 
ment  incited  the  rebels  to  attempt  an  assault  upon  Nashville  before 
General  McCook  could  reach  that  city.  Their  repulse  by  General  N^ley, 
npon  the  6th,  has  already  been  recounted  in  the  preceding  chapter.  On 
the  7th,  General  McCook  reached  Nashville.  On  the  10th,  General  Eose- 
crans  entered  the  city,  and  established  his  head-quarters.*  He  was  now 
one  hundred  and  eighty-three  mUes  ftom  Louisville,  his  base  of  supplies. 
"With  this  place  his  only  communication  was  a  single  line  of  railroad, 
which  still  had  to  be  completed  from  Mitchelville  to  Nashville,  a  distance 
of  nearly  fifty  miles.  This  work  occupied  three  weeks,  during  which  time 
all  stores  and  provisions  had  to  be  transported  from  the  former  place  in 
wagon-traina  It  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty  that  the  wants  of  an 
array  of  seventy  thousand  men  could  be  thus  provided  for.  To  accumulate 
supplies  for  the  ftiture  was  quite  impossible.  By  the  26th  of  November, 
however,  the  railroad  was  in  perfect  running  order. 

It  still  took  three  weeks  to  collect  such  a  supply  as  would  render  an 

*  ^^  On  the  8th  it  was'annoiinoed  that  head-Kjuarters  would  be  transferred  to  NashyOle  .on  the 
teorrow.  Subsequentlj,  remembering  that  the  succeeding  day  was  Sundaj,  the  general  commanding 
suspended  ^e  onler  twentj-foor  hours.  This  is  worthj  of  notice,  simply  as  an  indication  of  the 
principle  by  which  he  was  governed. ,  He  entertained  an  arerslon  to  movements  upon  the  Sab- 
bath, unless  they  were  indispensable.  The  troops  soon  understood  this,  and  they  approved  !t 
ft-om  motives  which  seemed  a  curious  combination  of  superstition  and  conscientious  scruples.  But 
the  impression  that  Sunday  military  enterprises  could  not  prosper  was  fixed  in  their  minds^  toA 
they  oommended  the  example  of  their  o(»nmander.'* — lioewrans'i  Oampaignf  p.  4^ 
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adyance  movement  safe.  Thus  six  weeks  passed  away,  while  the  army  of 
General  Eosecrans  was  apparently  doing  nothing  to  retrieve  the  disasterB 
of  the  past/  Skirmishing  betweeti  the  Union  foraging  parties  and  the 
rebel  cavalry  was,  however,  of  frequent  occurrence.  On  the  7th  of  De- 
cember, Colonel  Moore,  with  a  brigade  of  about  fifteen  hundred  men,  was 
captured  at  Hartsville  by  the  rebel  Gteneral  John  A.  Morgan,  with  a  force 
of  cavahy  and  mounted  infantry  of  about  five  thousand.  This  was  the 
only  disast^  of  any  importance  which  at  this  time  was  encountered  by  the 
National  army.  In  most  of  the  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  the  patriot 
troops  were  the  victors. 

The  people  at  the  North  began  to  grow  impatient  at  a  delay  which 
seemed  to  them  long,  and  the  necessity  for  which  they  could  not  compre* 
hend.  General  Bragg's  cavaby  was  greatly  superior,  both  in  numbers  and 
efficiency,  to  that  of  General  Kosecrans.  At  his  request,  General  D.  S. 
Stanley  was  transferred  from  the  Army  of  the  Mississippi,  where  he  had 
served  so  efficiently  under  General  Eose(»*ans,  iu  the  batdes  of  luka  and 
Corinth,  to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  where  he  was  made  chief  of  cav- 
aby.  Eequisitions  were  made  tor  five  thousand  revolving  rifles,  and  five 
thousand  mules  for  pack-trains.  The  cavaby  force  was  increased  by  organ- 
izing and  adding  to  it  mounted  infantry.  Beviews  and  drills  were  had 
daily.  No  detail  was  so  insignificant  as  to  escape  General  Bosecrans's  at- 
tention. One  day,  in  review,  he  noticed  a  private's  knapsack  strapped 
awry.  "  Captain,"  said  he,  "  I  am  sorry  to  see  you  don't  know  how  to 
strap  a  knapsack  on  a  soldier's. back."  "I  didn't  do  it,  general."  "Oh, 
you  didn't  I  Well,  hereafter  you  had  better  do  it  yourself,  or  see  that  it  is 
done.  I  hold  you  responsible  for  the  appearance  of  your  men."  "  But  if 
I  can't  make  them  attend  to  these  matters,  general  ?"  "  If  you  can't,"  re- 
plied Eosecrans,  "  you  had  better  leave  the  service." 

Such  detailed  attention  to  the  wants  of  the  soldier  won  for  him,  very 
soon,  the  affection  of  the  whole  army.  ^  This,  combined  with  the  dismissal 
of  incompetent  officers,  began  q)eedily  to  produce  a  change  in  its  morale. 
Among  other  objects  which  engaged  the  attention  of  General  Eosecrans,' 
at  this  time,  was  the  organization  of  an  army  postal  system,  and  a  detec- 
tive police.  The  changes  in  the  position  of  the  army,  during  the  past  few 
montiiB,  had  been  so  numerous  as  to  render  it  impracticable  to  deliver  to 
the  soldiery  their  mails.  Tons  of  mail-matter  were  scatt^^  through  the 
department,  in  different  post-offices.  Many  of  the  soldiers  had  been  for 
months  without  a  letter  from  home.  This  difficxdty  was  increased  by  the 
vagueness  of  the  direction  in  many  cases. 

General  Eosecrans  called  to  his  aid  William  Truesdail,  Esq.,*  whom  he 

*  Oohrui  William  TruesdaU,  chief  of  anny  polioe,  wan  bora  in  Chatauque  Ooimty,  Kew  Tork, 
January  9,  1815.  Hii  life  had  been  full  of  adTenture.  While  he  waa  if  gentleman  \>j  nature  and 
bj  habit,  his  large  ezperienoe,  and  his  aearohing,  penetrating  oast  of  mludf  had  peculii^rly  qual-  * 
ified  him  for  tiie  responsible  p«8t  he  was  now  called  to  flU.  He  had  alieadj  been  engaged  in  the 
work  of  detective  police,  then  in  real-estate  speculations,  tl^en  in  bankings  then  in  mercantile  life, 
then  as  a  raihroad  contractor,  first  in  the  State  of  New  York,  then  upon  the  Isthmus,  then  m  the 
West  The  yeas  1861  found  him  engaged.in  the  eonstmction  of  a  railroad  from  New  Orleans  to 
Houston,  Texas.  Soon  after  the  deposition  of  Goremor  Houston,  he  left  that  State  and  came  te 
Ifissouri,  where  he  was  appointed  miUtary  8iq»erintendent  of  the  North  Missouri  Railroad.    Afttf 
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appointed  chief  of  armj  police,  and  to  whom  he  intmsted  the  charge  of  the 
anny  mails.  Mr.  Truesdail  immediately  proceeded  to  organize  an  efficient 
poet-office  system.  An  army  directory  was  prepared.  The  letters  already 
accmnnlated  were  delivered  as  fSur  as  practicable,  and  daily  mails  wer«» 
established  between  the  North  and  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  His 
duties  as  chief  of  police  were  exceedingly  arduous,  and  were  performed 
with  skill  and  sagacity  rarely  equalled.  The  dty  of  Nashville  swarmed 
with  a  horde  of  Bpiee,  Bmugglere,  «ul  rebel  emiaBaries.  The  army  itself 
was  followed  by  a  crowd  of  stragglers,  who  were  equally  ready  to  turn  a 
penny  by  defirauding  their  own  Government  or  by  surreptitiously  supplying 
the  enemy.  As  Mr.  Truesdail's  character  and  work  have  been  very  vio- 
lently assailed,  and  as  General  Bosecrans  has  been  accused  of  corruption, 
or  at  least  of  favoritism,  in  sustaining  him,  it  is  worth  while  to  glance,  for 
a  moment,  at  the  nature  of  his  labors. 

The  history  of  war  shows  that  all  armies  are  peculiarly  the  theatre  of 
fraud  and  corruption.  These  were  made  the  subject  of  Mr.  TruesdaiPs 
special  investigations.  Over  five  hundred  horses  and  mules,  stolen  fix>m 
the  Government,  were  recovered.  Irr^ularities  and  petty  thefts  in  the 
hospital  were  effectually  stopped.  The  most  unblushing  frauds  had  been 
perpetrated  upon  the  sddiery.  Obscene  books  andprints  flooded  the  camp. 
These  nuisances  were  speedily  abated.  Smuggling  had  been  carried  on 
through  the  lines  with  comparative  impunity ;  scmiedmes  in  the  interests 
of  the  rebels,  sometimes  by  private  peddlers  on  their  own  account.  Med- 
icines, especially  quinine,  dothing,  and  even  pistols,  had  been  secretly  con* 
veyed  to  the  rebels.  The  profits  of  this  business,  when  engaged  in  on  pri- 
vate account,  were  enormous.  Combs,  which  cost  at  the  North  two  dollars 
per  dozen,  were  sold  at  Murfreesboro'  for  two  dollars  each,  and  other  arti- 
cles in  like  proportion.  Four  or  five  thousand  dollars  were  sometimes 
made  in  a  single  trip.  These  articles  were  concealed  in  the  most  ingenious 
ways.  Wagons  were  made  with  false  bottoms.  Contraband  articles  were 
packed  in  the  middle  of  feather  beds.  Arms  and  accoutrements  were  con- 
cealed beneath  the  ample  hoops  of  women  who  assumed  to  be  ladies.  In 
these  ways,  the  utmost  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  pickets  was  successfully 
avoided. 

It  is  impossible  for  a  general,  situated  as  was  General  Bosecrans,  to 
know  with  accuracy  who  of  the  citizens  are  friends  and  who  are  traitors. 
Ordinarily  the  voueher  of  a  prominent  citizen,  supposed  to  be  loyal,  was 
sufficient  to  secure  a  pass.  Many  of  the  spies  who  thronged  Nashville 
were  women,  whose  sex  relieved  them  from  the  rigid  examination  to  which 
men  would  have  been  subjected.  This  whole  system  of  smu^ling  and 
spying  Mr.  Truesdail  undertook  to  break  up.  He  j>ut  the  whole  city  under 
surveillance.  * 

.  "  The  detective  police  system  here,"  wrote  a  rebel  woman,  "  exceeds 
mny  thing  you  ever  saw."    The  detectives  joined  the  ranks  of  spies  and 

tills  he  became  an  army  contractor,  and  finaUj  had  intrusted  to  him  the  police  and  mail  servioe 
connected  with  the  Weatem  Army.  In  thi»  position  Qeneral  Roseqrans  found  him  when  he  a»-' 
sumed  command  of  General  Pope's  forces  before  Corinth.  '  At  the  solicitation  of  General  Roee- 
crans  he  was  induced  to  aooompaiij  fiiiat  offiosr  to  the  Ann/  of  the  Oumberiand.  - 
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Bmugglers,  and  thus  ferreted  out  their  plans.  It  was  through  CJolonel  Trues- 
dail'8  police  that  the  notorious  Ogilvie  Byron  Young  had  his  career 
brought  to  a  sudden  close.  This  bold,  bad  man  was  in  Nashville,  a  rebel 
smuggler  and  ^pJ.  Early  in  December  he  formed  the  acquaintance  of  a 
pretended  rebel  prisoner,  whom  he  took  into  his  confidence,  and  with 
whose  cooperation  he  proposed  to  send  plans  of  the  Union  works  to  General 
Bragg.  He  introduced  his  new  friend,  the  pretended  rebel,  to  a  shoe- 
maker of  the  city,  who  proved  to  be  a  Confederate  agent,  and  who  made 
boots  for  rebel  spies,  with  a  convenient  place  in  the  heel  for  the  conceal- 
ment of  papers.  The  maps  were  drawn,  the  boots  were  made,  and  the 
three,  for  the  bootmaker  concluded  to  accompany  them,  started  for  the 
rebel  lines.  To  the  astonishment  and  dismay  of  all  but  the  pretended 
rebel  prisoner,  they  were  arrested,  and  brought  to  police  head-quarters. 
Young  and  the  bootmaker  were  sent  to  Alton  Prison,  Illinois^  What  be- 
came  of  their  comrade  they  never  knew. 

Through  Truesdail's  police,  also,  a  female  spy  of  Greneral  Morgan 
was  arrested  about  this  time;  and  a  scheme  of  his  for  a  raid  upon 
the  railroad  was  detected  and  prevented.  A  horrible  trade  in  colored 
people,  many  of  whom,  the  •  sons  and  daughters  of  chivahrio  sires, 
could  not  be  distinguished  from  whites,  was  carried  on  by  kidnappers. 
Some  of  those  who  directed  these  movements  were  men  of  wealth,  Giocial 
standing,  and  eminent  respectability.  Their  loyalty  was  amply  vouched 
for,  and  undoubted.  One  of  them  owned  a  plantation,  near  Nashville,  of 
three  thousand  acres,  upon  which  had  been  reared  a  mansion  of  much 
elegance.  These  men  were  accustomed  to  decoy  their  unhappy  victims  to 
points  beyond  the  lines,  during  the  daytime,  and  then  seize  them,  gag 
them,  and  drag  them  off  in  the  night.  No  ties  of  heart  or  home  were 
thought  of  by  these  most  infamous  of  human  monsters.  Sometimes  these 
victims  of  kidnappers  were  procured  by  an  order  from  the  Union  officers, 
who,  not  suspecting  the  loyalty;  much  less  the  designs  of  these  Southern 
gentlemen,  allowed  them  to  employ  the  colored  people  in  repairing  the 
damages  produced  by  the  war  on  the  plantations. 

At  night  half  a  dozen  armed  ruffians  would  fall  upon  these  honest,  un- 
suspecting laborers,  handcuff  and  gag  them,  and  hurry  them  off  to  the 
slave-shambles  of  the  extreme  South,  where  theii  despairing  cries  could  not 
reach  the  ears  of  freemen.  The  eminently  respectable  villain,  hypocrit- 
ically avowing  himself  loyal,  who  planned  the  whole  scheme,  and  pocketed 
the  lion's  share  of  the  profits,  would  report  to  the  authorities  that  the 
negroes  had  run  away — a  story  which,  in  the  general  insecurity  of  n^ro 
property,  obtained  easy  credence.  The  detention  and  arrest  of  a  few  prom- 
inent kidnappers  put  substantiidly  an  end  to  this  business. 

WhUe  Colonel  Truesdail  was  thus  efficiently  ferreting  out  spies,  and  re* 
forming  abuses  within  the  National  lines,  he  was  no  less  successful  in  send- 
ing his  own  spies  into  the  camp  of  the  enemy.  As  Yankee  peddlers  they 
passed  the  rebel  pickets  with  ease.  To  enter  the  Confederacy  was  not  dif- 
ficult To  leave  it  was  much  more  so.  Some  of  these  men  assimied  to 
be  spies  for  the  rebel  commanders.  They  were,  however,  careftil  not  to 
give  any  information  to  the  rebels  which  could  be  of  essential  service  to 
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them.  The  history  of  the  romantic  exploits  and  hair-breadth  escapes  of 
this  class  of  adventurers  would,  of  itself,  fill  a  volume.  We  have  room 
for  but  one  incident,  which  we  recount,  not  only  for  its  interest,  but  also 
for  its  moral : — 

Among  Truesdail's  occasional  detectives  was  an  Irishman  whose  name 
19  given  as  M.  K  Joyce.  He  was  a  newspaper  correspondent.  It  was  just 
before  the  battle  of  Stone  River.  Information  of  the  rebel  position  and  move- 
ments was  desired.  With  wit  and  impudence  inimitable,  Joyce  rode  up 
to  the  rebel  lines,  claimed  to  be  the  correspondent  of  the  Cincinnati 
"  Enquirer,'^  and  demanded  to  be  taken  to  General  Bragg's  head-quarters. 
BUs  demand  was  complied  with.  He  enacted  his  part  perfectly.  He  soundly 
berated  the  stupid  Dutchman  at  Nashville.  He  scomftdly  and  venom- 
ously denounced  the  abolition  Yankees.  His  false  pretence  was  confirmed 
by  the  statement  of  some  rebel  oflBcers,  who  had  recently  seen  an  account 
of  ther banishment  of  a  correspondent  of  the  Cincinnati  "Enquirer"  fix)m 
the  Federal  lines. 

General  Bragg  was  completely  .deceived.  He  agreed  to  insure  the 
delivery  of  one  of  Mr.  Joyce's  letters  to  the  "  Enquirer,"  in  Cincinnati,  which 
was  forthwith  written.  He  also  gave  to  the  correspondent  a  pass,  which 
entitled  him  to  the  fi:'eedom  of  the  town.  After  a  few  days'  sojourning, 
enjoying  the  hospitality  of  the  rebel  general  and  his  oflBcers,  and  getting 
all  the  information  he  could,  he  accepted  an  invitation  from  some  oflBcers 
to  visit  with  them  a  rebel  family,  after  nightfall,  and  beyond  the  lines. 
Here  he  watched  his  opportunity,  slipped  out  of  the  house  while  the  rest 
were'  in  the  midst  of  their  merry-making,  turned  his  comrades'  horses 
loose,  confiscated  the  best  one  for  his  own  use,  and  made  good  his  escape 
to  the  Union  army  again. 

These  incidents  snflBce  to  show  the  nature  of  the  service  which  Colonel 
Truesdail  rendered  to  the  National  cause.  An  eflScient  police  system  cannot, 
ia  the  nature  of  the  caee,  be  universally  popular.  Complaints  were  made  and 
cliarges  preferred  against  Colonel  Truesdail.  An  investigation  was  ordered 
by  General  Bosecrans,  the  result  of  which  showed,  that  up  to  June  1st, 
1868,  the  army  police  had  seized  property  and  stores  from  smugglers  to  the 
value  of  nearly  four  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars ;  property  of 
rebels,  subject  to  confiscation,  to  the  value  of  nearly  two  htmdred  and 
fifty  thousand  more ;  and  had  recovered  lost  or  stolen  property  to  the  value 
of  nearly  a  hundred  thousand ;  while  the  total  expenses  of  the  mail  and 
police  service  was  less  than  seventy  thousand  dollars. 

The  charges  which  had  been  made  against  Colonel  Truesdail  were  de- 
clared to  be  groundless ;  and  the  report  closed  with  an  earnest  recommenda- 
tion that  the  army  police  should  be  continued.  This  was  done  accord- 
ingly until  the  removal  of  General  Bosecrans  firom  the  Department  of 
.  the  Cumt)erland  after  the  battle  of  Chickamauga.  Two  months  were  thus 
spent  by  General  Bosecrans  in  reorganizing  his  army  and  preparing  a 
forward  movement.  He  knew  his  own  necessities  and  the  enemy  he  had 
to  cope  with ;  and  he  knew  how  patiently  to  wait,  as  well  as  bow  with 
energy  to  advance. 

It  was  the  last  of  December  before  he  was  ready  to  oflfer  General  Bragg 
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battla  His  army  organization  was  then  complete.  In  numbers  Iub  force 
was  not  equal  to  that  of  the  rebels.  He  had  a  long  line  of  commnnica-  . 
tion  through  a  hostile  and  treacherous  country  to  guard,  and  was  compelled 
to  leave  a  considerable  force  at  Nashville  for  the  protection  of  the  city. 
The  force  with  which  he  advanced  from  Nashville  was  a  little  short  of 
forty-seven  thousand  men.  General  Bragg's  force  is  estimate  at  over 
sixty-five  thousand.  In  artillery,  General  Bosecrans  was  probably  superior 
to  his  foe.  But  in  cavalry,  General  Bragg  still  far  outnumbered  him. 
General  Rosecrans's  army  was  divided  into  three  corps,  under  the  com- 
mand respectively  of  Generals  McDowell  McOook,  George  H.  Thomas, 
and  Thomas  L.  Crittenden.  General  McOook's  Corps  consisted  of  three 
divisions,  under  Generals  Johnson,  Davis,  and  Sheridan.  The  corps  of 
General  Thomas  consisted  of  two  divisions,  under  Generals  Boussean  and 
N^ley.  General  Crittenden's  Corps  was  composed  of  three  divisions, 
under  Generals  Van  Cleve,  Wood,  and  Palmer.  General  Thomas'might 
almost  have  been  said  to  be  second  in  command.  He  enjoyed  the  con- 
fidence and  esteem  of  General  Bosecrans  in  an  eniment  degree,  and  was 
throughout  the  coming  campaign  his  most  confidential  adviser.* 

General  D.  S.  Stanley,  as  has  been  stated,  was  chief  of  cavalry.  He 
had  already  organized  the  nucleus  of  a  very  efficient  cavalry  force. 
Upon  his  staff  General  Bosecrans  had  for  the  most  part  young  men,  who 
quickly  caught  his  enthusiasm  and  reverently  looked  up  to  him  as  their 
leader. 

"  Young  men,  without  experience,"  said  General  Bosecrans,  "  are 
better  than  experienced  old  men.  Young  men  will  learn.  Old  men,  fixed 
in  their  habits  and  opinions,  will  not  learn.  Young  men  think  rapidly 
and  execute  quickly.     They  wiU  do  what  I  require  of  them.'' 

Colonel  J.   P.   Gare8ch6t  was  Gena*al  Bosecrans's  chief  of  staff. 

*  Miyor-General  George  H  Thomas  was  bom  in  Virginia,  July  31, 1816.  He  graduated  at 
West  Point  in  1840,  and  served  with  distinction  in  the  war  with  Mexico.  He  was  subsequentljr 
stationed  in  Texas  and  in  the  Indian  Territories.  When  the  rebellion  broke  out  he  was  major 
in  the  regular  cavalry.  A  sincere  patriot,  he  remained  true  to  the  flag  which  he  had  so  long  and 
so  honorably  served,  and  he  soon  rose  to  the  rank  of  colonel  In  August,  1861,  he  was  made 
brigadier-general  of  volunteers  in  the  Department  of  the  Cumberland.  After  much  active 
service,  and  after  thoroughly  beating  the  rebels  at  MiU  Spring,  he,  with  bis  division,  joined 
General  Buell  at  Nashville.  In  April,  1862,  he  was  constituted  miy'or-general  of  volunteers. 
When  General  Bosecrans  assumed  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  he  was  assigned 
to  the  command  of  the  centre. 

In  personal  appearance  General  Thomas  is  dignified  and  manly;  in  habit  temperate,  and  dis- 
tinguished alike  for  wisdom  in  council  and  courage  in  battle.  ''George  H  Thomas,"  said  General 
Bosecrans,  'Ms  a  man  of  extraordinary  character.  Years  ago,  at  the  Military  Academy,  I  con- 
ceived that  there  were  points  of  strong  resemblance  between  his  diaracter  and  that  of  Washington. 
I  was  in  the  habit  of  calling  him  General  Washington.*' 

General  Thoaias  is  singulafly  modest  and  unobtrusive  in  his  demeanor..  He  was  a  brigadi^ 
general'  for^some  months  before  he  put  on  the  uniform  of  that  office.  He  did  not  assume  the 
double  star  till  after  the  battle  of  Stone  River,  though  made  a  nuyor-general  more  than  six 
months  before.  '  '  '  .     '  .       * 

f  Colonel  Julius  P.  Garesch^  was  bom  in  Cuba,  of  American  parents.  He  g^radoated  at  West 
Point  in  1841,  and  served  for  eight  years  prior  to  the  war,  in  Washington,  as  assistant  adjutant- 
general"  in  the  regular  army.  At  ^e  commencement  of  the  rebellion,  ,whUe  eager  to  serve  hii 
country,  he,  with  noble  modesty,  ddcliaed  the  position  of  brigadier-general  until  he  should  hart 
earned  it    He  was  appointed  by  General  Bosecrans  chief  of  stafi^  ■  a  position  whicfi  he  filled  ' 
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Brigadier-General  J.  St.  Clair  Morton,*  commanding  the  Pioneer  Brigada^ 
was  chief  of  engineers ;  and  Colonel  James  Barrett  was  his  chief  of  artillery. 
General  Bosecrans  has  been  accused  of  allowing  his  religious  peculiarities 
to  influence  his  army  appointments.  It  is  certainly  true  that  he  is  an 
earnest  Roman  Catholic.  His  chaplain  and  confessor,  Rev.  Father 
Trecy,  was  his  constant  companion.  But  the  simple  fact  that  only  one  of 
his  staff  was  of  the  Roman  Catholic  denomination,  and  he,  the  noble 
Garesch^,  a  man  of  whom  any  religious  oonmiunion  might  be  proud,  suf- 
ficiently refutes  the  unjust  chaise  of  religious  favoritism. 

General  Bragg's  forces  were  also  divided  into  three  corps,  commanded 
by  Generals  Hardee,  Polk,  and  E.  Kirby  Smith.  In  addition,  he  had  two 
brigades  of  cavalry,  commanded  by  Generals  Morgan  and  Forrest,  of 
about  five  thousand  men.  This  force  he  had  sent  north  upon,  a  raid, 
misled  by  the  information  that  General  Rosecrans  had  gone  into  winter- 
quarters  at  Nashville.  '^  In  the  absence  of  these  forces,"  says  Gi^neral 
Rosecrans,  ^^  and  with  adequate  supplies  at  Nashville,  the  moment  w^ 
judged  opportune  for  an  advance."  A  corresponding  order  was  accord- 
ingly issued  on  Friday,  the  26th  of  December. 

The  rebel  General  Hardee  occupied  a  point  on  the  Nolensville  pike,  a 
little  south  of  the  village  of  that  name.  The  remainder  of  the  rebel  force 
was  at  Murfreesboro^  General  McCook  was  ordered  to  advance  upon  the 
Nolensville  pike  towards  Hardee.  General  Thomas  was  to  proceed  down 
the  Franklin  pike,  threatening  Hardee's  flank,  and  then  by  cross-roads  to 
form  a  junction  with  General  McCook  at  Nolensville.  General  Crittenden 
was  to  advance  on  the  Murfreesboro'  pike  directly  to  Lavergne.'  All  these 
movements  were  carried  out  as  projected.  Hardee  retreated  towards 
Murfreesboro'.  General  Crittenden,  driving  the  rebel  skirmishers  before 
him,  on  Saturday  night  had  gained  a  position  flve  miles  south  of  Lavergne. 
General  McCook,  upon  the  retreat  of  Hardee,  crossed  over  towards  the 
Murfreesboro'  pike.     The  rebel  left,  being  thus  drawn  back  and  their  entire 

with  satisfaction  to  the  entire  army.  In  the  battle  of  Stone  River,  his  head  was  carried  awaj 
by  a  cannon-balL  Colonel  Garescb^  a  member  of  the  Catholic'  Ohurchf  was  one  of  the  purest 
spirits  and  one  of  the  most  devout  Christians  in  the  American  army.  The  evidence  of  his  piety^ 
of  his  love  for  God  and  man,  was  manifest  in  his  daily  life.  It  is  said  that  during  the  heat  of 
battle,  a  moment  before  his  death,  he  took  advantage  of  a  lull  in  the  storm  to  retire  to  a  privata 
place  to  read  a  few  verses  from  the  Bible,  whicU  he  always  carried  with  him,  and  to  offer  a  short 
prayer. 

*  General  Jamee  St  Clair  Morton  was  bom  in  1829,  in  Philadelphia,  and  graduated  at  West 
Point  in  1851,  second  in  his  class.  He  was  employed  until  the  rebellion  chiefly  aa  an  engineer. 
AmoDg  the  public  works  upon  which  he  has  been  engaged  are  Forts  Sumter  and  Delaware,  the 
Potomac  Water- Works,  the  Washington  Aquedact,  and  the  fortiflcatioDS  of  the  Dry  Tortugaa. 
These  last-named  fortifications  are  deemed  the  strongest  on  the  American  continent  He  made 
ui  exploration  in  I860  of  the  Chirique  country^  in  Central  Amerioa,  to  teat  the  practicability  of  a 
^road  route  across  the  Isthmus,  at  a  point  midway  between  the  Nicaragua  and  the  Panama 
rentes.  In  1860  he  was  appointed  chief  engineer  of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio,  under  General  BuelL 
In  that  capacity  he  constructed  the  fortifications  at  Nashville.  General  Rosecrans,  upon 
Msuming  the  command,  formed  a  pioneer  brigade,  by  detailing  two  picked  men  from  each  com' 
P^y  for  that  purpose.  They  constituted  a  force  of  about  three  thousand  men,  and  were  placed 
under  the  command  of  General  Morton.  The  Pioneer  Brigade,  aa  this  force  was  called,  built  or 
i^pair&d  roads,  railroads,  bridges,  railways,  fortifications,  warehouses,  to.  During  one  night 
^7  threw  a  temporary  bridge  some  eighty  feet  long  across  Stone  River. 
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force  concentrated  at  Murfreeeboro',  General  Thomas  moved  also  over  from 
the  Franklin  to  the  Mnrfireesboro*  road.  These  movements  were  not  accom- 
plished without  considerable  opposition  from  the  enemy.  The  National 
force  was  compelled  to  feel  its  way  over  a  country  broken,  wooded,  and 
unknown.  The  cross-roads  were  exceedingly  bad,  indeed  almost  impas- 
sable for  artillery  and  wagons.  It  was  not  until  Tuesday  night,  the  30th 
of  December,  that  General  Eosecrans  had  his  line  of  battle  frdly  formed. 

The  rebd  intrenchments,  for  the  most  part  concealed  in  thick  woods, 
were  a  mile  or  two  in  front  of  Murfreesboro*,  and  extended  across  Stone  Ki  ver, 
occupying  both  sides  of  the  stream.  General  Polk  commanded  the  li^t, 
General  E.  Kirby  Smith  the  centre,  and  General  Hardee  the  left.  General 
Breckinridge,  commanding  one  of  Polk's  divisions,  held  the  extreme  right. 

Opposite  these  intrenchments  the  National  line  was  arrayed,  the  right 
held  by  General  McCook,  the  centre  by  General  Thomas,  and  the  left, 
luting  on  Stone  River,  by  General  Crittenden.  The  pike  and  the  railroad 
here  run  parallel  to  each  other,  and  quite  near  together,  passing  over  a  slight 
rise  of  ground  north  of  the  river.  West  of  this  pike  is  a  thick  cedar  forest, 
and  still  farther  west  open  ground.  East  of  Stolie  River,  at  the  point  where 
General  Ciittenden's  right  rested,  is  high  ground.  At  this  point  the  stream 
is  easily  fordable.  For  a  fuller  understanding  of  the  nature  of  the  ground, 
and  the  events  which  ensued,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  annexed  diagram. 

On  Tuesday  night,  the  30th  of  December,  the  corps  commanders  met 
at  the  head-quarters  of  General  Bosecrans,  who  explained  to  them  hw 
plan  of  battle.  It  was  briefly  this :  General  McCook  was  to  hold  his  posi- 
tion firmly,  if  attacked;  if  not,  he  was  to  threaten  the  rebel  left  sufficiently 
to  hold  all  the  rebel  forces  in  his  front.  General  Thomas  was  to  open  the 
battle  in  his  centre  with  skirmishing,  pushing  forward  his  forces  towards 
the  river.  General  Crittenden  was  to  cross  at  the  ford,  gain  possession  of 
the  hill,  and,  followed  up  by  General  Thomas  with  the  centre,  push  back 
the  rebel  right,  gain  their  flank,  and  then  advance  on  Murfreesboro'. 
Thus,  General  McCook's  extreme  right  constituting  a  pivot,  the  whole 
army  was  to  swing  aroimd  upon  it,  diiving  the  enemy  to  the  west,  gaining 
their  flank  and  jear,  and  cut  off,  if  possible,  their  retreat ;  thus  not  only 
defeating,  but,  as  far  as  practicable,  destroying  the  enemy. 

It  will  be  at  once  perceived  that  every  thing  depended  on  General 
McCook's  holding  the  pivot  of  the  movement  firmly.  "  This  combina- 
tion," said  (reneral  Rosecrans,"  after  explaining  it  to  his  corps  command- 
ers, '^  requires  that  General  McCook  shoidd  hold  his  position  unfalteringly 
for  at  least  three  hours,  and,  if  compelled,  to  recede  at  all,  should  do  so 
slowly  and  steadily,  as  he  advanced  the  day  before."  Then,  turning  to 
General  McCook,  he  said,  "  You  know  the  groimd,  you  have  lEbught  over 
its  difficulties;  can  you  hold  your  present  position  for  three  hours f 
"  Yes,  I  think  I  can,"  was  Genei^  McCook^s  response.  General  Rosecrans 
added,  "  I  do  not  like  your  facing  so  much  to  the  east,  but  must  confide 
that  to  you,  who  know  the  ground.  If  you  do  not  tliink  your  present 
position  the  best,  change  it." 

Meanwhile,  General  Bragg  had  decided  not  to  await  an  atteu;k,  but  to 
make  one.    His  forces  largely  outnumbered  those  of  the  National  army  J 
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his  cavalry  were  far  Buperior  in  numbers,  and  perhaps  in  efficiency ;  his 
troops  were  well  disciplined.  It  was  his  impression  that  a  considerable 
part  of  the  National  forces  were  raw  recruits,  who  could  not  be  depended 
on  to  offer  his  veterans  a  successful  resistance.  Perhaps  the  events  which 
followed  corrected  that  misapprehension ;  but  it  determined  him  to  assail  '] 
the  Union  army.  His  plan  of  attack  wa§  similar  to  that  of  General 
'  Eosecrans.  He  left  General  Breckinridge  with  a  single  division  to  hold 
in  check  any  Federal  advance  upon  the  right ;  he  then  massed  his  forces 
under  General  Hardee  at  the  left,  opposite  McCook's  position.  In  his 
desire  to  concentrate  his  troops  for  a  sudden  and  irresistible  onset  at  this 
point,  he  left  himself  no  reserve.  It  was  his  purpose  to  attack  th« 
National  right,  under  General  McOook,  drive  it  back,  outflank  the  army 
by  a  detour  of  his  cavalry,  cut  off  the  Federal  communications  with  Nash- 
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Tille,  and  if  possible  gain  in  force  the  possession  of  the  l^ashyille  pike  in 
the  rear  of  the  Union  position. 

Look  for  a  moment  at  the  diagram ;  observe  the  National  right ;  it  is 
drawn  up  in  a  long  single  line ;  the  divisions  have  little  opportunity  to 
support  one  another.  Had  the  line  been,  shorter  and  heavier  the  result  of 
the  first  day's  battle  might  have  been  different. 

At  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  patrols  reported  that  there  were 
DLO  indications  of  rebel  movements  in  front  of  the  National  right. 
At  five  o'clock  the  whole  of  McCook's  Division  was  und«r  arms.  For 
over  an  hour  they  awaited  an  attack;  none  came.  Captain  Egerton 
permitted  some  of  his  battery  horses  to  go  to  water ;  General  Willich  left 
his  brigade,  to  go  to  head-quarters  for  consultation.  The. soldiers  began  to 
build  fires  and  prepare  for  breakfast.  Suddenly  and  silently  the  enemy 
issued  from  the  woods,  in  which  they  had  been  concealed.  In  majestic 
"but  terrible  array  they  moved  across  the  field  which  separated  them  from 
the  National  line.  They  advanced  in  four  columns,  regimental  front,  line 
after  line. 

Steadily,  in  good  order,  without  music  or  noise  of  any  kind,  they  swept 
across  the  field.  The  National  forces,  inferior  in  numbers,  weakly 
disposed,  "  thin  and  light,  without  support,"  and  at  the  moment  unpre- 
pared, were  in  no  position  to  resist  the  rebel  onset.  A  portion  of  the 
infantry  broke  and  ran  without  firing  a  shot.  The  Thirty-fourth  Illinois 
Eegiment,  sent  forward  to  check  the  rebel  advance,  fought  with  magnifi- 
eent  but  hopeless  bravery,  and  were  almost  instantly  swept  away  by  resist- 
less numbers.  On,  on,  silently  but  terribly,  pressed  the  rebel  hosts. 
Silently  the  National  troops,  quickly  placed  in  position,  await  their 
coming.  So  have  we  seen  the  dark  masses  of  black  clouds  issue 
from  the  western  horizon,  and  press  towards  the  eastern  skies;  so  have 
we  seen  the  forest  oaks  silently  await  the  approaching  storm.  The 
silence  was  not  less  terrible  than  the  tempest  which  ensued.  A  moment 
more,  and  from  the  opposing  armies  there  flashed  the  deadly  lightning, 
while  the  before  silent  woods  echoed  the  reverberating  thunder  of  the 
battle-field.  The  combat  was  brief;  there  was  some  brave  fighting,  but 
it  was  fruitless.  As  the  oaks  bend  and  break  before  the  violence  of 
the  irresistible  tempest,  so  the  National  line,  with  almost  the  first  shock 
of  battle,  was  broken,  thrown  into  disorder,  and  routed. 

One  of  those  singular  fatalities  of  war  which  sometimes  determine 
the  issues  of  a  battle,  of  an  empire  even,  made  the  rout  more  complete. 
Both  the  brigades  first  attacked  lost  their  commanders  at  the  outset 
General  Kirk  was  disabled  by  the  first  fire.  General  WiUich,  summoned 
back  to  the  field  by  the  first  firing,  had  his  horse  shot  under  him,  and 
was  taken  prisoner  before  he  had  given  a  single  order.  Captain  Egerton's 
Battery  fired  but  three  rounds.  His  men  stood  and  fought  with  their  swabs 
tiU  they  were  bayoneted  or  captured.  Captain  Egerton  himself  was 
wounded  and  taken  prisoner.  Disheartened  by  the  loss  of  their  com- 
mander, panic-stricken  at  the  overwhelming  advance  of  the  impetuous 
toe,  and  unsupported  by  any  reserve  or  second  line,  first  Johnson's  and 
then  Davis's  Division  was  driven  back  in  irretrievable  disorder. 


BATTLE    OF    KT7RFBEESB0B0'    OB    STONE    BIYEB.  869 

The  defeat  was  almost  simultaneous  with  the  attack.  Oeneral 
McCook  had  not  hdd  his  position  even  a  single  hour.  The  pivot  of  the 
National  army  was  broken,  and  the  proposed  attack  of  General  Rosecrans 
was  defeated  before  it  was  commenced.  Upon  General  Sheridan  *  was  now 
devolved  the  task  of  checking  the  impetuous  onset  of  the  victorious  foe. 
A  single  division,  outflanked  and  surrounded  by  panio^tricken  fugitives, 
must  give  battle  to  three  divisions  of  a  triumphant  and  exultant  enemy, 
and  at  least  hold  them  in  check  until  the  commanding  general  could  make 
new  dispositions  of  his  troops  to  meet  this  terrible  emergency.  Nobly 
did  General  Sheridan  and  his  division  fulfil  their  task.  Four  times  they* 
repulsed  the  rebel  host.  Surrounded,  outflanked,  outnumbered,  in  danger 
of  utter  destruction,  and  pressed  back  into  the  cedar  thickets  in  their  rear, 
they  fought  till  one-fonrth  of  their  number  lay  bleeding  and  dying  upon 
the  field — ^till  two  out  of  three  of  their  brigade  conmianders  were  kiUed — 
tin  every  gun  and  cartridge-box  were  empty,  and  then  they  retired  slowly, 
steadily,  and  in  good  order. 

As  they  passed  General  Bosecrans,  while  deliberately  faUing  back  to 
make  way  for  reenforcements.  General  Sheridan  was  heard  to  say  to  his 
commanding  general,  with  touching  pathos,  "  Here  is  all  that  is  left  of  us, 
generaL^'  His  men  were  even  then  clamoring  for  ammunition,  and  an  hour 
later  were  again  in  line  of  battle.  His  division  coiisisted  of  six  thousand 
four  hundred  and  ninety-five  men.  They  lost  in  that  fearM  conflict 
among  the  cedars  seventeen  hundred  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  in* 
eluding  seventy  oflScers,  two  of  whom  were  brigadiers.  The  only  re- 
maining brigadier  fell  before  nightfall.  All  honor  to  gallant  Sheridan 
and  his  invincible  division  I  All  honor  to  the  memory  of  his  brave  gen- 
erals, Sill,  Roberts,  and  Shaefer,  and  that  of  the  gallant  seventeen  hun- 
dred who  fell  in  that  brief  but  bloody  conflict  1 

General  Van  Cleve,  of  Crittenden's  Division,  had  just  begun  to  cross  the 
river  to  commence  the  attack  on  the  rebel  right,  when  a  staff  officer  from 
General  McCJook  arrived,  announcing  to  Eosecrans  that  the  right  was 
driven  back.  The  rapid  movement  of  the  roar  of  the  battle  to  the  north, 
in  the  rear  of  the  Federal  line,  made  this  too  evident.  Almost  at  the 
same  time  fugitives  and  stragglers  from  McCoo|:*s  panic-stricken  division 
began  to  make  their  appearance  in  great  numbers  through  the  cedar 
thicket.  The  disaster  was  only  too  evident.  In  nothing  is  military  genius 
more  tried  and  exhibited  than  in  meeting  a  crisis  so  appaUing.    A  complete 

*  General  Philip  Henry  Sheridan,  familiarly  known  as  PhiL  Sheridan,  was  born  in  Ohio  in 
1831,  and  graduated  at  West  Point  in  1853.  Until  1861  he  was  employed  on  the  Western  ftron- 
tier.  From  December,  1861,  to  March,  1862,  he  served  as  chief  quartermaster  and  commissary  of 
th«  Army  of  the  Southwest;  and  afterwards,  in  like  capacity,  with  the  army  in  the  fhmt  of  Corinth. 
llnMay  he  was  appointed  colonel  of  the  Second  Michigan  Cavalry,  and  accompanied  Colonel  El- 
fiott  in  his  famous  expedition  to  the  rear  of  Corinth.  On  the  11th  of  June  he  was  assigned  to 
the  conmiand  of  a  brigade  of  cavalry,  and  held  the  front  of  the  Army  of  the  Mississippi  at  Boone- 
vUle.  In  the  fierce  engagement  here  his  gallantry  won  for  him  a  brigadier-generalship.  In  Sepr 
tember  he  joined  Buell^s  foroes  at  Louisville.  At  the  battle  of  Perryville  he  commanded  General 
Gilbert's  left  division.  In  the  battle  of  Stone  Biver  he  rosa  to  the  rank  of  mijor-general,  and 
won  imperishable  renown. 
Vol.  11—24 
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and  instantaneonfi  cliange  of  plan  was  essential.  There  was  not  a  mo- 
ment to  be  spared  for  deliberate  thought.  New  lines  of  battle  werS 
instantaneously  to  be  formed,  in  the  midst  of  the  terror,  confnsion,  and 
eamage  of  a  disastrous  battle.  A  slight  error  in  judgment  might  secure 
the  destruction  of  the  entire  National  army. 

With  that  quickness  of  thought  and  promptness  of  action  which  cha^ 
acterize  the  true  military  leader,  General  Eosecrans  prepared  to  cope  with 
the  disasters  thickening  around  him.  His  first  act  showed  how  thoroughly 
he  comprehended  the  emergence.  Notwithstanding  his  right  wing  was 
driven  back,  and  every  available  man  was  needed  to  repel  the  advance 
of  the  foe,  he  dispatched  >  instantly  a  large  force  of  cavalry  down  the  Miu> 
freesboro'  pike,  several  miles  to  his  rear,  to  take  position  at  an  important 
ford.  They  did  not  arrive  there  one  moment  too  soon  ;  for  scarcely  had 
they  reached  the  spot  ere  the  road  was  crowded  with  Union  ftigitives, 
rushing  wildly  from  the  scene  of  disaster.  These  were  promptly  arrested 
in  their  flight,  reorganized,  and  sent  back  to  their  regiments.  In  spite  of 
this  precaution,  a  few,  swifter  than  their  comrades,  reached  Nashville, 
where  they  declared  that  the  entire  army  was  routed  and  destroyed. 

General  Kosecrans,  having  thus  arrested  the  flood  of  the  rout,  ordered 
General  Van  Cleve  back  from  across  the  river.  General  Rousseau,  who 
held  the  reserve,  was  sent  into  the  thicket  to  support  General  Sheridan. 
A  new  reserve  was  organized.  Thus  a  force  was  thrown  into  the  cedar 
grove  sufficient  to  cheeky  but  that  was  all,  the  advance  of  the  enemy 
Still,  in  spite  of  heroic  struggles,  of  brave  and  desperate  fighting,  the 
Umon  forces  were  driven  dowly  but  steadUy  back.  Terrible  was  the 
battle  which  the  glooms  of  that  dark  cedar  forest  hid  from  view.  Its  his- 
tory, its  scenes  of  daring  and  of  suffering,  no  mortal  pen  can  write. 
Many  a  hero  fell  there,  whose  name,  unrecorded  on  earth,  we  trust  shaQ 
be  held  in  perpetual  remembrance  in  heaven.  There  is  a  fame  which 
passes  beyond  the  grave,  and  is  as  during  as  the  stars. 

While  these  events  were  transpiring  on  the  right,  a  ccmfiict  scarcely 
less  fierce  was  raging  about  the  centre.  Here  Brigadier-General  Palmer's 
Division  fought  with  truly  chivalrous  courage.  His  position  was  on  the 
verge  of  the  cedar  grove.  In  the  front  of  him  was  an  open  field,  in  the 
centre  of  which  stood  the  remains  of  a  brick  house  which  had  been  dis- 
mantled and  burned  a  few  days  before.  This  house  formed  the  centre  of 
one  of  the  most  sanguinary  conflicts  of  the  battle.  General  Palmer  or- 
dered an  advance  on  the  burnt  house,  to  be  led  by  Brigadier-General 
Cruft.  Issuing  from  the  woods,  he  drove  the  rebel  skirmishers  before  him, 
and  gained  possession  of  a  fence,  which  served  as  some  protection  to  his  line. 

The  enemy  immediately  marched  their  forces  and  charged  upon  him 
with  desperate  but  unavaiUng  abandon.  Again  and  again  they  renewed 
the  charge.  General  Cruft  withheld  his  fire  until  the  rebels  were  within 
point-blank  range.  They  were  then  swept,  torn,  hurled  to  the  dust,  by  a 
volley  which  no  fiesh  and  blood  could  withstand.  For  half  an  hour  these 
surges  of  battle  swept  the  plain,  imtil  the  foe  was  at  that  point  finally  re- 
pulsed. General  Cruft  followed  up  his  success  by  charging,  in  his  turn, 
the  rebels.   Driving  them  before  him,  he  gained  the  brick  housci  and,  presa- 
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ing  on  his  first  brigade,  stood  within  forty  yards  of  the  rebel  line  of  in- 
trenchments.  This  final  charge  was  led  by  Colonel  Engart,  and  has  been 
pronounced  the  most  daring  exploit  of  the  day.  The  position  thns  at- 
tained was,  however,  not  long  tenable. 

The  retreat  of  the  National  right,  and  the  abandonment  of  the  ad- 
vance upon  the  left  by  General  Van  Cleve,  left  them  liable  to  be  flanked' 
on  either  side.  The  rebels  were  victorious  on  the  right.  They  were  no 
longer  threatened  on  the  left.  They  were  resolved  to  break  the  National 
centre,  and  drive  it  back  into  the  cedar  woods.  This  centre  now  consti- 
tuted the  pivot  on  which  the  battle  turned.  It  was  fiercely,  bravely  held. 
The  fighting  in  the  centre  is  said  not  to  have  been  less  severe  than  the 
bloodiest  enieounter  on  the  field  of  Shiloh.  Greneral  Cruft  held  the  ad- 
vance. He  needed  reenforcements,  but  they  could  not  be  spared.  He 
was  assailed  again  and  again  in  fit)nt  and  on  either  side.  His  brigade 
seemed  enveloped  in  a  sheet  of  flame.  At  last,  its  ammunition  exhausted, 
its  ranks  decimated,  its  flank  turned,  its  rear  threatened,  it  slowly  re- 
treated, stnbbomly  contesting  every  step,  bringing  off  all  the  guns,  several 
of  them  by  hand,  the  horses  having  been  killed.  Falling  back  to  the  east 
of  its  former  position,  it  took  a  new  stand  on  the  turnpike,  constituting 
the  left  of  the  new  line,  which  General  Rosecrans  was  forming. 

Meanwhile,  the  advance  of  the  rebels  upon  the  right  through  the  cedar 
woods,  though  checked,  was  not  prevented.  General  Sheridan's  Division 
had  expended  all  their  ammunition.  They  could  get  no  more.  With  empty 
cartridge-boxes,  but  still  with  compact  ranks,  they  slowly  retired  from  the 
thicket.  Indeed,  in  the  dense  undergrowth  the  artillery  could  not  be 
brought  into  position,  and  it  was  necessary  to  fall  back  to  the  open  ground 
where  the  batteries  could  operate.  This  hazardous  movement  was  success- 
folly  accomplished.  In  the  midst  of  the  thicket  there  was  a  swamp.  In 
it  tiie  flying  and  the  pursuing  horsemen  and  footmen  were  entangled. 
Here  were  many  desperate  hand-to-hand  encounters.  The  soldiers  aft;erwards 
entitled  the  spot  Hell's  Half- Acre.  The  divisions  of  Johnson  and  Davis 
were  routed.  Sheridan  had  been  compelled  to  retire.  Negley  was  nearly 
Burrounded.  Rousseau  was  receding.  Still,  General  Rosecrans,  as  persist- 
ent as  Napoleon  at  Marengo,  undaunted,  said,  "  We  shall  beat  them  yet." 

Rosecrans  was  preparing  to  make  good  his  declaration.  Officer  after 
oflScer  was  hurried  off  in  every  direction  with  his  orders.  A  new  line  of 
battle  was  formed.  The  high  land  occupied  jointly  by  the  railroad  and 
the  turnpike  was  the  position  chosen.  Here  were  massed  all  the  batteries 
which  could  be  spared  from  other  parts  of  the  field.  Here  in  magnificent 
array  were  gathered  the  remnants  of  the  National  army.  The  command- 
ing general  in  person  formed  the  Kne,  r^ardless  of  danger,  visiting  every 
quarter  of  the  field.  By  his  own  courage  he  inspired  the  fearftil  and  the 
faltering.  The  line,  composed  of  the  flower  of  the  left  wing  and  the 
centre,  faced  the  woods  tliough  which  the  rebels  were  advancing.  "  The 
scene  at  this  time,"  writes  an  eye-witness,  "  was  grand  and  awful  as  any 
thing  I  ever  expect  to  witness  until  the  day  of  judgment.'' 

The  rebels  came  rushing  and  roaring  on.  Should  they  obtain  the  ridge, 
the  inmiense  train  of  Union  wagons,  parked  along  the  turnpike,  would  be 
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irretrievably  lost.  The  retreat  of  the  army  would  be  cut  off,  and  its  anni- 
hilation  sure.  All  the  reenforcements  which  had  been  hurried  into  the 
woods  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  enemy  had  been  checked,  turned  back, 
and  thrown  into  inextricable  disorder  by  the  vast  mass  of  ftigitiyes  sui^ 
ging  through  the  forest.  The  shouts  and  clamor  and  deafening  stonn  of 
battle  were  sufficient  to  appall  the  stoutest  hearts. 

"  The  roar  of  cannon,  the  crashing  of  shot  through  the  trees,  the  whiz- 
zing and  bursting  of  shell,  the  uninterrupted  rattle  of  thirty  thousand  mus- 
kets, all  mingled  in  one  prolonged  and  tremendous  volume  of  sound,  as 
though  all  the  thunders  of  heaven  had  been  rolled  together,  and  each  indi- 
vidual burst  of  celestial  artillery  had  been  rendered  perpetual.  Above  it 
aU  could  be  heard  the  wild  cheers  of  the  traitorous  hosts,  as  body  after 
body  of  our  troops  gave  way,  and  were  pushed  back  towards  the  turnpike. 
Nearer  and  nearer  came  the  storm.  Louder  and  louder  resounded  the 
tumult  of  the  battle.  The  immense  trains  of  wagons,  parked  along  the 
road,  suddenly  seemed  instinct  with  struggling  life ;  and  every  species  of 
army  vehicle,  preceded  by  frightened  mules  and  horses,  rolled  and  rattled 
away  pell-mell,  in  an  opposite  direction  from  that  in  which  the  victorious 
foe  was  pressing  onward.  The  shouts  and  cries  of  the  terrified  teamsters, 
urging  their  teams  to  the  top  of  their  speed,  were  now  mingled  with  the 
billows  of  sound  which  swayed  and  surged  ovet  the  field." 

The  crisis  which  was  to  decide  the  fate  of  the  army  had  arrived. 
Every  thing  depended  upon  the  troops  which  the  genius  of  Greneral  Kose- 
crans  had  ranged  along  the  ridge.  Suddenly,  the  routed  troops,  pursued 
by  the  rebels,  rushed  from  the  woods  upon  the  open  plain  before  the  ridge 
frightfully.  Ten  thousand  fugitives,  panic-stricken,  like  forest-leaves  driven 
by  the  gale,  burst  into  view.  The  bullets  of  the  enemy  fell  thick  among 
them,  and  they  dropped  by  scores.  The  long  lines  of  the  enemy,  fol- 
lowing in  terrible  array,  emerged  from  the  woods  rank  behind  rank,  and, 
with  demoniac  yells,  rushed  across  the  plain  and  charged  upon  the  very 
muzzles  of  the  batteries,  which  General  Eosecrans  had  placed  upon  the 
ridge  to  receive  them.  That  morning  General  Bosecrans  had  issued  an 
address  to  his  soldiers,  the  closing  sentences  of  which  were  as  follows  :-^ 

"  Close  readily  in  upon  the  enemy,  and,  when  you  get  within  charging 
distance,  rush  upon  them  with  the  bayonet.  Do  this,  and  victory  wiU  cei^ 
tarnly  be  yours.  Recollect  that  there  are  hardly  any  troops  in  the  wotW 
that  will  stand  a  bayonet  charge,  and  that  thoile  who  make  it  are  there- 
fore sure  to  win," 

He  now  acted  upon  this  principle.  Spurring  his  horse  forward  to  the 
front  of  the  line,  he  shouted,  "  Shoot  low.  Be  sure.  Then  charge  1 "  The 
bullets  from  the  rebel  muskets  fell  around  him  like  pattering  drops  of  rain. 
A  soldier  dropped  dead  at  the  feet  of  his  horse.  Suddenly,  a  dazzling  sheet 
of  flame  is  flashed  fix)m  the  National  line.  The  concentrated  fire  mows 
down  the  foremost  rebel  ranks.  A  moment  before  exultant,  sure  of  a  speedy 
and  a  perfect  victory,  they  now  hesitate,  halt,  break.  "Now  drive 
them  home ! "  shouts  Sosecrans.  He  leads  the  charge  in  person*  lake 
the  flashing  change  of  a  vision,  the  tide  of  battle  is  turned.  The  rebels, 
repulsed,  discomfited,  are  driven  back  to  the  fastnesses  of  th©  cedar  thickets. 
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Thus  ended  the  battle  of  the  morning.  Silence  almoet  as  of  the  sepnl- 
chre  ensued  It  was  an  onnnous  lull  in  this  terrific  tempest  of  war.  What 
D6W  elements  of  destruction  were  brooding  in  the  dark  recesses  of  the 
forest  I  Before  the  tornado  bursts  the  air  is  often  stillest,  sultriest,  and 
all  the  voices  of  nature  are  hushed.  Did  General  Bosecrans  divine  the 
significance  of  this  silence,  or  were  the  rebel  plans  divulged  by  some  de- 
serter or  spy?  However  that  may  be,  he  prepared  to  meet  the  new 
attack,  as  if  by  some  prescience  conscious  of  the  quarter  from  whence  it 
would  come.  Promptly  he  moved  his  batteries  from  the  right  to  the  left 
wing.  Here  he  massed  a  formidable  array  of  cannon  in  a  semicircular 
form.  The  battery  was  supported  by  troops  from  General  Crittenden's 
Division,  while  some  rude  defences  were  speedily  thrown  up  upon  the 
right 

Meanwhile,  General  Bragg  had  concentrated  his  forces  for  a  last  grand 
attack  upon  the  National  left.  General  Bosecrans  had  rightly  judged  of 
the  rebel  purpose.  About  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  the  rebels  com- 
menced a  fierce  cannonading  up  the  turnpike.  Soon,  from  out  the  woods, 
there  issued  the  rebel  infantry  in  magnificent  array,  in  three  lines  of  battle, 
one  following  the  other.  On  a  small  knoll,  within  easy  range  of  riflemen 
and  shells,  Btood  Bosecrans  and  his  three  division  commanders.  A  shower 
of  bullets  and  a  whizzing  shell  admonished  them  of  their  danger.  ^'  This 
is  a  nice  mark  for  shells.  Can't  you  thin  out,  men  f "  said  General  McOook. 
^  I  guess,"  General  Thomas  replied,  ^^  it  is  about  as  safe  in  one  place  as 
another." 

General  Bosecrans,  overlooking  the  whole  field,  personally  superin- 
tended the  movements  of  his  troops.  "  The  Union  army,"  writes  a  cor- 
respondent, "  was  like  a  set  of  chessmen  in  his  hands,  and  its  different 
brigades  and  divisions  were  moved  about  with  as  much  ease  as  pawns  and 
kings  in  tiiie  royal  game." 

"The  troops,"  writes  another,  "were  handled  with  matchless  skill. 
Lines  upon  lines  were  piled  upon  each  other  so  compactly,  that  even  the 
awful  momentum  and  the  ferocity  of  the  rebel  onslaught  could  not  shake 
them.  Columns  were  hurled  in  solid  ranks,  from  one  side  of  the  field  to 
the  other,  as  if  they  were  toys,  or  were  fiung  into  the  face  of  the  enemy  as 
if  it  were  a  game  playing.  It  is  no  grasp  at  rhetoric  to  describe  the  swift 
and  steady  evolutions  of  our  brigadesr  as  perfect  as  the  movements  of  a 
grand  review."  • 

The  least  exhausted  troops  were  hurried  up  from  different  parts  of  the 
field  upon  the  double-quick,  to  strengthen  the  position  already  taken.  The 
celerity  of  plan  and  movement  was  wonderful.  Before  the  first  rebel  line 
had  reached  the  CFnion  position,  the  patriot  troops  wore  massed,  and  wait- 
ing to  receive  them.  Then 'followed  a  confiict  as  deadly  ^nd  terrible  as 
can  J)e  conceived*  The  rebels,  enraged  that  a  victory,  of  -which  they  had 
thought  themselves  assured,  had  befen  S9  unexppctedly  plucked  from*their 
hand§,  fought  with  a  desperation  amounting  almost  to  madness.  They 
charged  up  to  the  very  muzzles  of  the  Union  batteries.  Tjiey  shouted 
their  imprecations.against  the  patriots.  Th^  "hurled  their 'emptied  mus- 
kets ^t  tJie  heads  of  the  artillerymen;  and  £^  by  scores  and  himdreds  on 
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that  bloodj  field.  The  Union  eoldiers,  aware  that  every  thing  might  de- 
pend npon  the  isBue  of  that  hour,  fought  with  a  courage  lees  desperate,  bat 
more  detemuned.  Solid  shot  ploughed  through  their  ranks;  bursting 
sllells  made  great  chasms  in  their  columns;  but  no  cheer,  no  shout,  no 
voice,  save  the  voice  of  command,  was  heard. 

BiderlesB  horses  galloped  in  terror  over  the  field.  Officers  hurried  to 
and  firo,  bearing  orders  from  the  commanding  general,  or  requests  to  him 
for  direction  or  for  aid.  General  Kosecrans,  accompanied  by  his  stafi^  in 
the  midst  of  the  fiercest  of  the  combat,  galloped  through  the  deadly  rain,  to 
reenforce  a  weak  point  in  the  line  by  his  presence  and  by  his  cheering 
words.  It  was  a  fearful  ride.  His  chief  of  staff  fell  by  his  side,  his  head 
carried  away  by  an  unexploded  shell  Two  others  fell  mortally  wounded ; 
three  had  their  horses  shot  under  them.  General  Kosecrans,  apparently 
unmindful  of  the  danger,  scarcely  recognized  the  loss  of  his  comrades. 
The  death  of  Garesch6  was  announced  to  him.  ^'  I  am  very  sorry ;  we  can- 
not help  it,"  was  the  rejJy.  It  was  announced  to  him  that  General  McCook 
was  killed.  ^'We  cannot  help  it,"  he  replied;  ^^this  battle  mti^  be 
won." 

In  this  conflict,  General  Palmer's  and  General  Wood's  Divisions  held 
the  front,  and  won  for  themselves  immortal  honor.  For  three-quarters  of 
an  hour  the  contest  lasted.  Then  the  rebel  columns,  which  had  been 
hurled  with  such  sublime  recklessness  upon  the  Union  lines,  were  efiectu- 
ally  repulsed.  Smitten  into  fitigm^its  by  the  terrific  storm  which  swept 
down  upon  them,  they  scattered  in  disordered  flight  to  the  cover  of  the 
woods.    The  battle  for  the  day  was  over. 

On  the  whole,  the  fortunes  of  the  day  had  been  decidedly  adverse  to 
the  National  cause.  General  Kosecrans  had  been  compelled  to  abandon  his 
well-matured  plans  of  attack.  He  had  been  forced  to  take  the  defensiTa 
His  right  wing  had  been  driven  back  two  j»iles.  His  communications 
with  Nashvflle  were  cut  off  by  the  rebel  cavalry  which  hovered  upon  his 
rear.  His  supplies  were  running  short.  On  Friday,  a  part  of  his  men 
dined  on  parched  com  and  horse-flesh.  Starvation  now  threatened  the 
army  not  less  than  defeat.  Though  General  Bra^  had  been  finally  re- 
pulsed, there  were  no  indications  that  he  had  been  beaten,  or  that  be 
intended  to  withdraw.  In  fact,  he  presumed  that  Kosecrans  would  en- 
deavor to  retreat  to  Nashville ;  and  Bragg  telegraphed  to  Kichmond  that 
night,  claiming  a  glorious  victory.  f 

Serious  indeed  was  the  disaster  which  had  b^allen  the  National  arms. 
Seven  thousand  patriots  had  been  struck  down  in  ten  hours.  A  number 
of  guns  had  been  captured  by  the  rebels ;  a  number  of  prisoners  had  been 
taken.  The  disaster  of  the  morning  was  by  no  means* retrieved  by  the 
repulse  of  the,  rebels  .in  the  afternoon.  More  than  half  of  the  battle-field 
was  now  in  the  .hands  of  the  foe.  Several  ammunition-trains  had  been  de- 
stroyed, and  a  large  part  of  the  lynmimition  at  the  conmiand  of  the  anny 
had  been  expended. 

•  In  tins  emergence,  a  council  of  war  was  smmnoned.  Eadi  general  gave 
his  opinion.  Some  recommended  retreat'  Mimy  of  the  men  were  despon- 
dent.   General  Kosecrans,  having  .ascertained  the  views  of  his  officers, 


BATTLE    07    MUBPBBESBOBO'     OB     STONB    BIYEB.  87& 

monntea  his  horse  and  rode  to  the  rear.  He  selected  a  point  where  he 
judged  that  the  army  could  make  a  second  stand,  if  driven  from  their 
present  position.  His  decision  was  quickly  formed  and  announced* 
*'  Gentlemen,"  said  he,  "  we  fight  or  die  right  here."  Oarefiil  examination 
showed  that  there  was  enough  ammunition  left  to  fight  another  battle.  All 
the  officers,  even  those  who  differed  from  General  Bosecrans  in  judgment, 
nobly  sustained  him.  '^  I  will  say  this,"  writes  General  Bosecrans,  ^^  of  all 
my  officers,  that,  however  advisable  some  of  them  regarded  retreat,  every 
one  of  them  expressed  the  greatest  alacrity  to  carry  out  my  purpose ;  not  a 
man  of  them  objected  or  hesitated."  * 

The  position  of  both  armies  was  now  entirely  changed.  The  Union 
fbrces  were  extended  north  and  south  along  the  line  of  the  pike  and  rail- 
road. The  right  rested  on  the  pike,  the  left  on  Stone  Biver.  The 
accompanying  diagram  shows  both  the  first  and  the  second  position  of  the 
respective  armies.  These,  however,  cannot  be  exhibited  with  accuracy  of 
detail,  since  the  various  divisions  were  constantly  changing  their  position. 

Thursday  passed  without  any  fighting  worthy  of  note.  There  was 
skirmishing  along  the  entire  line.  There  was  a  pretty  vigorous  artillery 
duel  in  the  morning,  though  neither  party  was  ready  to  renew  the  contest 
of  the  previous  day.  The  Union  right  wing  was  still  the  weakest  point. 
Its  loss  had  been  heavier  than  that  of  either  of  the  other  corps.  In  the  first 
retreat  and  the  hand-to-hand  fight  in  the  woods  it  had  suffei^  terribly.  It 
was  weakened  as  much  by  the  flight  of  the  panic-stricken  as  by  the  loss  in 
battle.  It  needed  reenforcements,  but  there  were  none  which  could  be 
employed  for  that  purpose.  General  Bosecrans  summoned  three  or  four 
officers  gifted  with  strong  lungs,  and  ordered  them  to  deploy  the  FcmrteenlK 
Dimsion  in  line  under  cover  of  darkness,  and  to  make  as  much  noise  about 
it  as  possible.  The  Fourteenth  Division  was  a  phantom  of  the  generaFs 
brain.  It  was  what  metaphysicians  might  term  a  purely  ^^  subjective " 
division.  The  commands  were  obeyed.  The  forest  echoed  with  the 
vociferous  commands  of  the  officers.  The  imaginary  division  was  ma- 
noeuvred into  position.  Camp-fires  were  kindled.  The  commanding 
general  in  person  supervised  the  placing  of  the  imaginary  bands  of  warriors 
for  the  next  day's  engagement. 

The  ruse  was  successfuL  Bragg  made  no  more  attempts  to  attack  the 
right  wing.  On  the  31st  of  December  he  claimed  a  glc»ions  victory.  On 
the  5th  of  January  he  telegraphed,  explaining  his  retreat,  by  saying  that 
the  enemy  were  reenforced.  This  "  Fourteenth  Division "  was  the  only 
reenforcement  General  Bosecrans  had  received. 

Friday  morning  wore  fiway  much  as  the  previous  day  had  done.  From 
every  point  came  the  booming  of  cannon,  and  the  occasional  sharp  rattle 
of  skirmishers  engaged  in  couflict.*  The  rebels  were  feeling  the  Union 
lines  in  search  for  a  weak  spot ;  but  every  man  was  on  the  alert,  and  every 
point  was  well  guarded.  Evening  drew  on,  and  there  had  been  no  decisive 
movement.  Just  as  it  was  supposed  that  the  day  would  pass  without  a 
conflict,  there  suddenly  appeared,  emerging  from  the  woods  on  the  other 
side  of  the  river,  three  rebel  divisions,  led  by  Bains,  Anderson,  and  Breck- 
inridge.   They  moved  impetuously  forward  to  assail  the  two  brigades  of 
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General  Van  Cleve'  on  the  extreme  left.  These  brigades  had  crossed  the 
river  at  tiiie  ford  the  night  before,  and  oocapied  the  high  ground  at  the 
bend  of  the  stream  and  on  its  south  bank.  Their  position  conmianded  and 
enfiladed  the  rebel  right.  To  dislodge  them  and  drive  them  back  across 
the  river  was  the  purpose  of  the  rebels. 

With  this  object  they  silently  massed  their  forces,  and  hurled  them  upon 
General  Van  Clove's  Division.  They  were  repeating  the  tactics  of  Wed- 
nesday morning.  But  their  onslaught  was  followed  by  no  rout,  no  panic 
Two  brigades  could  not,  indeed,  alone  withstand  such  a  force.  They  were 
pressed  back  to  the  river  edge ;  then  into  the  river,  crimsoning  it  with  their 
blood.  There  was  danger  that  the  Union  battery  would  fall  into  rebel 
hands.  There  was  perhaps  danger  to  the  entire  National  left,  for  the  rebels, 
encouraged  by  their  success,  were  preparing  to  cross  the -stream  and  follow 
up  the  advantage  they  had  gained.  Then-  feuccess,  however,  was  but  tran- 
sient. With  energy  and  alacrity  inspired  by  the  disasters  of  the  previous 
days,  the  batteries  on  the  Union  side  of  the  river  wereinmiediately  massed. 
In  twenty  minutes  firom  the  first  movement  of  the  rebels  in  their  onset, 
fifty-two  guns  were  sweeping  their  ranks  with  mutilation  and  death. 

General  N^ley,  with  part  of  his  division,  came  on  the  double-quick 
firom  the  centre  to  General  Crittenden's  support  General  Davis  sent  a 
brigade,  without  waiting  far  orders.  General  McCook,  not  knowing  this, 
sent  another,  which  came  up  to  the  river  bank  on  the  double-quick,  in  less 
than  five  minutes  after  General  Crittenden's  request  for  help  had  been  re- 
ceived. There  was  here  none  of  that  tardiness  which  nearly  lost  us  the 
day  at  Perryville — ^none  of  that  diabolic  jealousy,  which,  on  more  than  one 
occasion,  has  been  willing  to  overwhelm  the  National  arms  with  defeat, 
rather  than  aid  a  rival  general  to  victory.    All  gladly  cooperated. 

The  Union  forces  plunged  into  the  river,  firing  as  they  ran.  They 
waded  the  stream,  climbed  the  bank,  incessantly  loading  and  firing,  and 
then,  with  gleaming  bayonets,  charged  impetuously  upon  the  foe.  The 
rebels  were  driven  in  disorder  before  them,  abandoning  four  of  their 
guns.  Two  thousand  of  their  number  were  left  dead  or  wounded  upon 
the  field.  The  enfilading  fire  of  the  Union  batteries,  playing  all  the 
time,  was  terribly  destructive.  The  disaster  of  Wednesday  was  now  in 
some  measure  retrieved.  Nothing  but  the  darkness  of  the  approaching 
night  prevented  the  Union  forces  from  pursuing  the  fiying  fi)e  into 
Murfreesboro'.  When  one  of  General  Rosecrans's  staiF,  with  a  captured 
rebel  banner*  in  his  hands,  galloped  over  the  field  to  announce  the  victory 
to  the  other  divisions,  a  cheer  arose,  from  thousands  of  lips,  such  as, 
not  rebels,  Ifut  patriots  only,^  can^  give.  All  loyal  Hearts,  in  all  peaceftd 
homes,  throbbed  with  ptOsations  of  grateftil  joy  at  the  intelligence  of  the 
triumph  of  our  N&tional  ai^ns.  How,  then,  must  die  announcement  of  such 
a  victory  have  thrilled  the  heart  of  the  soldier  who  had  helped  to  purchase 
it  with  suffering  and  peril,  and  perhaps  with  his  blood ! 

Thus  ended  the  battle  of  Stone  River.  Side  *by  side,  on  these  hill- 
slopes,  lay  the  patriot  and  rebel  wounded,  dying,  dead.  God  made  them 
to  be  brothers — ^members  of  the  same  race,  children  of  the  same  country, 
citizens  of  the  same  republic,  disciples  of  the  same  religion.      Forever 
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aocorsed  of  God  and  man  be  that  wicked  rebellion,  and  that  more  wicked 
monster,  slavery,  parent  of  the  rebellion,  which  separated  in  such  deadly 
enmity  those  whom  Qtod  had,  by  such  bonds,  joined  together. 

"The  contrast,"  says  a  correspondent  of  the  "Cincinnati  Gazette'' 
(Agate),  whose  accounts  of  the  battle-fields  of  Pittsburg  Landing  and 
Stone  Biver  are  characterized  by  accurate  truthfulness  no  less  than  their 
graphic  power — "  The  contrast  between  tlie  patient  endurance  of  our  own 
^wounded,  and  the  restless,  agitated,  and  almost  unmanly  bearing  of  the 
rebels,  in  a  similar  condition,  is  always  most  remarkable.  One  of  them 
\vill  make  a  greater  outcry  than  all  of  half  a  dozen  disabled  Union 
soldiers.  I  was  much  struck  with  the  nature  of  the  prayers  which  some  of 
these  dying  men  were  uttering.  A  disquieting  doubt  seemed  to  rest  upon 
their  minds  as  to  whether  they  had  been  engaged  in  a  righteous  cause, 
and  with  one  or  two  the  entire  burden  of  the  prayer  was  a  petition  to 
Almighty  God  for  foi^veness,  in  case  they  had  done  wrong  by  taking 
part  in  the  war.  These  were  some  of  the  deceived  and  betrayed  men  of  the 
South,  whose  blood  will  rest  heavily  upon  the  souls  of  the  rebel  leaders." 

The  battle  of  Stone  River  was  substantially  brought  to  a  close  on 
Friday  night,  having  thus  lasted  three  days.  The  next  day  the  rain  fell 
in  torrents.  The  miry  roads  prevented  the  movement  of  artillery,  and 
no  attempt  to  advance  on  Murfreesboro'  was  made.  The  rebels  sullenly 
retired,  while  there  was  a  continual  skirmishing  kept  up  between  the 
liostile  lines. .  The  next  morning  was  the  Sabbath.  It  was  amiounced  in 
camp  that  the  rebels  had  evacuated  Murfreesboro'.  But  General  Eose- 
crans,  believing  in  the  commandments  of  God,  always  gave  his  men  a 
Sabbath  of  rest,  whenever  it  was  possible.  Never  did  weary  men  stand 
more  in  need  of  repose.  In  accordance  with  the  rites  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  high  mass  was  celebrated  in  the  tent  of  the  commanding  general. 
More  appropriate  words  could  not  have  been  chosen  than  were  the  words 
of  that  morning  prayer,  which  General  Bosecrans  also  attached  to  the 
close  of  his  official  report :  ^on  nohisy  Domini^  non  nobis  !  sed  nomini 
tui  da  gloriam.  "  Not  unto  us,  O  Lord,  not  unto  us,  but  unto  thy  name 
give  the  glory." 

The  exact  number  of  rebels  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Stone  River  is  not 
known.  It  is  estimated  by  General  Kosecrans,  from  information  obtained 
from  the  prisoners,  at  sixty-two  thousand  five  hundred.  The  National 
forces  engaged  in  the  battle  were  forty-three  thousand  four  hundred.  The 
Union  loss  was  fifteen  hundred  killed,  and  over  seven  thousand  wounded. 
Nearly  three  thousand  were,  takeij  prisoners.  The  final  result  was  an 
xmdoubted  Union  Victory,  though  one  dearly  bdught.  The  rebds  fought 
with  the  characteristic  enthusiasm  of  the  Southern  troop^.  The  patriots 
fought  with  that'tenacity  of  purpose  which  has  ever  signalized  the  North. 
The  unyielding  endurance  of  the*  one  Avas*  more  than  ^a  match  for  the 
reckless  daring  of  the  other.  "  Brag,"  said  General  Rosecrans,  "  is  a  good 
dog,  but  Holdfast  is  better.''  .  • 

The  victory  of  Stone  River  tf  as  won  by  thd  heroism  of  the  soldiers, 
guided  by  the  military  geniios  and  unflinching  bravery  of  General  llosecrans. 
"  If  Rosecrans,"  said  a  rebel  officer  to  the  writer  of.  this  page,  ",  had  com- 
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manded  our  army,  and  Bragg  yours,  we  would  have  liad  Nasliville.''    On 
Thursday  mommg,  January  1,  General  Bragg  telegraphed  to  Richmond:—^ 

^^  We  assailed  the  enemy  at  seven  o'clock  this  morning,  and,  after  ten 
hours'  hard  fighting,  have  driven  him  from  every  position  except  his  extreme 
left,  where  he  has  successfully  resisted  us.  With  the  exception  of  this 
point  we  occupy  the  whole  field,"  Li  a  later  dispatch,  of  the  same  date, 
he  added,  "  The  enemy  has  yielded  his  strong  point,  and  is  falling  back. 
We  occupy  the  whole  field,  and  shall  follow."  On  Monday,  the  5th,  he 
telegraphed  from  Tullahoma,  ^'  Unable  to  dislodge  the  enemy  from  his 
intrenchments,  and  learning  of  reenforcements  to  him"  (the  imaginary 
Fourteenth  Division),  "  I  withdrew  from  his  front  night  before  last.  We 
have  retired  from  Murfreesboro'  in  perfect  order.  All  our  stores  are  saved." 
General  Bosecrans,  in  his  official  report,  says :  ^^  If  there  are  any  more 
bloody  battles  on  record,  considering  the  newness  and  inexperiencd  of  the 
troops,  both  officers  and  men,  or  if  there  haa  been  more  true  fighting  dis- 
played by  any  people,  I  should  be  pleased  to  know  it."  On  the  6th  of 
January,  President  Lincoln  sent  to  General  Eosecrans  the  following  tele- 
gram :-r- 

"  Tour  dispatch,  announcing  the  retreat  of  the  enemy,  has  just  reached 
here.  God  bless  you,  and  all  with  you.  Please  tender  to  all,  and  accept 
for  yourself,  a  nation's  gratitude  for  your  and  their  skill,  endurance,  and 
dauntless  courage."  The  nation  has  indorsed  the  President's  utterance  as 
its  own. 


CHAPTEK  XXXI. 

THE     BATTLE    OF    CHANOELLOBSVILLB. 
Crn>m  April  STUi  to  Mftjr  4th,  1868.) 

BBSAKnre  Camp  at  PAUfouTH.— Adboit  Steataobil — CROSsnre  thb  Rappahahkooe.— Thb 

SlTBPSISB  OF  GBNBEtAL  HOWARD'S  OOBPS. — ^BaTTLB  SgBNB. — DBATH  OF    GeKERAL  BbBBT. — 
ALTBBNATI0N3  OF  VlOTORT  AND  DEFEAT. — PbBIL  OF  TBS  ABVT. — RbXSBAT. — ^HOOKJBB'S  PbOO- 

LAMATioK. — The  Unexplaiitsd  Mystery. 

AoAnr  1^  us  return  to  the  Atlantic  coast.  There  was  a  general, 
almost  a  universal  impression,  that  General  Bumside,  in  his  heroic  yet 
disastrous  attack  upon  the  heights  of  Fredericksburg,  was  not  supported  as 
he  should  have  been  by  all  of  his  corps  commanders.  Indeed,  party  spirit 
then  ran  so  high  that  it  was  very  confidently  stated  that  some  of  the 
pronodnent  officers,  whose  cordial  cooperation  was  essential  to  success,  pre- 
ferred defeat,  rather  than  that  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  should  be  led  to 
victory  by  any  other  commander  than  General  McClellan.  Early  in 
April,  General  Lee  held  the  city  of  Fredericksburg,  and  its  adjacent 
heights  south  of  the  Eappahannock.  General  Hooker,  who  had  succeeded 
General  Bumside  in  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  with  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  troops,  was  on  the  northern  banks  of  the 
stream. 

With  great  celerity  of  movement,  early  in  May,  he  crossed  the  upper 
waters  of  the  Eappahannock,  and  placed,  almost  without  a  struggle,  the 
main  body  of  his  army,  seventy-five  thousand  strong,  in  an  admirable 
position  in  the  rear  of  Fredericksburg,  about  ten  miles  southwest  of  the 
city.  The  rebels,  strongly  intrenched  on  the  heights  just  behind  Fredericks- 
burg, were  quite  taken  by  surprise. 

This  movement  of  the  National  forces  from  their  encampment  near  Fal- 
mouth was  conmienced  energetically  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  of  April. 
The -pickets  of  the  rebels  lined  the  right  banks  of  the  narrow  stream,  and 
by  tadt  consent  there  had  been  no  firing  across  the  river.  The  rebel  look- 
outs were  upon  every  eminence,  to  watch  the  slightest  motion  of  the  army. 
But  concealing  themselves  in  the  dense  growth  of  woods  which  lined 
the  streatQ,  and  behind  the  curtain  of  hills,  the  camps  were  suddenly 
broken  ur,  the  ^mfortable  ]og-huts,  where  the  men  had  sheltered  tKem- 
^Ives  through  the  storms  of  winter,  were  abandoned,  and  the  whole  region, 
ioT  miles  in  extent,  was  alive  with  the  moving  masses.  The  army  was  in 
splendid  condition,  and,,  having  full  confidence  in  its  heroic  leader,  was 
elated  with  the  highest  hope.  Hitherto,  every  movement  of  the  army  had 
been  known,  not  only  throughout  the  North,  but  by  the  rebels,  as  soon  as 
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it  was  contemplated*  It  was  something  new  to  have  manoenyres  inaugu- 
rated nnder  secrecy  so  profoimd,  that  even  major-generals  knew  not  the  re- 
sults aimed  at,  receiving  their  specific  orders  day  by  day.  Though  aU  the 
arrangements  had  been  so  perfectly  matured  that  there  was  no  clashing  of 
the  divisions,  and  no  concision,  still  the  most  intelligent  observers  were 
bewildered,  as,  along  a  line  twenty  or  thirty  miles  in  length,  columns  were 
moving  in  different  directions,  and  with  great  celerity.  Three  of  the 
seven  army  corps,  those  under  Generals  Reynolds,  Sickles,  and  Sedgwick, 
descended  the  stream  two  miles  below  Fredericksburg,  where  General 
Franklin  had  crossed  in  the  campaign  of  General  Bumside.  Other  0017)8 
were  in  the  mean  time  moving  up  the  river,  in  the  direction  of  Banks's 
Ford,  which  was  eight  miles,  and  XJnited  States  Ford,  which  was  eleven 
miles  distant  from  Fredericksburg. 

No  one,  apparently,  but  the  conmiander-in-chief  himself  knew  where 
the  main  attack  would  be  made.  The  two  points  towards  which  vast 
bodies  of  troops  were  approaching  were  many  miles  apart,  and  manifestly 
not  within  the  limits  of  cooperation.  Hence,  it  was  evident  that  the 
operations  at  one  point  would  be  merely  a  feint  to  distract  the  attention  of 
the  enemy ;  while  at  the  other  the  main  body  of  the  army  would  be  pushed 
across  the  stream.  Events  proved  that  the  feint  with  twenty  thousand 
men  was  to  be  made  by  General  Sedgwick,  two  miles  below  Fredericks- 
burg, while  the  main  body  of  the  army  were  to  be  rushed  across  by  pontoon 
bridges  and  the  various  fords  above  the  city. 

Before  the  dawn  of  Tuesday  morning,  April  28th,  imder  cover  of  a  dense 
fog,  several  pontoon-boats  were  taken  from  the  wagons,  behind  the  hills, 
two  miles  below  Fredericksburg,  and  were  noislessly  carried  on  the  shoul- 
ders of  the  men,  to  the  river's  brink,  and  launched  into  the  stream.  With 
great  celerity  a  bridge  was  constructed,  and  General  BusselPs  Brigade  of 
General  Brooks's  Division  of  the  Sixth  Army  Corps,  with  hushed  voice  and 
noiseless  tread,  rushed  across.  For  forty  miles  up  and  down  the  stream, 
the  rebels  were  posted  at  every  ford,  and  every  spot  where  a  crossing  was 
deemed  possible.  The  National  troops,  at  the  point  we  have  alluded  to, 
crossed  so  suddenly,  and  in  such  strength,  that  the  rebels,  in  their  rifle- 
pits,  about  two  hundred  in  number,  made  but  feeble  resistance.  Both  lines 
of  the  rifle-pits  were  soon  in  possession  of  the  patriots,  with  the  loss  of 
scarcely  half  a  dozen  men.  This  feat  being  accomplished,  three  pontoon 
bridges  were  promptly  thrown  over  the  river,  and  the  whole  of  Brooks^s 
Division  crossed.  General  Sedgwick  was  here  in  command,  and  the  move- 
ment was  a  perfect  success.  A  mile  and  a  half  below  General  Sedgwick's 
pontoons  there  was  an  estate  called  Southfield,  where  General  Beynolds 
was  instructed  to  effect  a  crossing. 

The  day  had  dawned  an(i  the  fog  had  lifted  before  he  was  &ble  to  get 
his  pontoons  into  the  water.  The  rebels,  from,  their  rifle-pits,  opened  upon 
him  a  deadly  Are*  General  Hunt  placed  forty  pieces  of  artillery  in  Battery, ' 
and  so  effectually  swept  the  field  with  gr&pe  and  canister,  that  not  a  rebel 
sharpshooter  dared  pe^  above  his  pit  The  patriots,  protected*  by  this 
vigorous  fire,  pushed  ov^  in  boats,  and  charging  up  the  hill,  captured  the 
first  row.of  rifle-pits,  with  all  the  rebels  who  were*burrowing  in  thein^  one 
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hnndred  and  fifty  in  number.  Two  pontoon  bridges  were  immediately 
constructed,  and  General  Wadsworth's  Division  passed  over.  General 
Wadsworth  himself,  in  his  impatience,  plunged  into  the  stream  on  horse- 
back, and  swam  his  horse  to  the  other  side. 

A  very  adroit  stratagem  was  here  adopted,  to  deceive  the  rebels  into  the 
belief  that  the  main  body  of  the  army  was  massed  for  the  purpose  of  cross- 
ing at  this  point.  Two  divisions  only  had  thus  far  been  sent  over  the  river. 
There  were  still  four  upon  the  left  bank.  The  enemy  was  in  strength  on 
the  crest  of  the  hills,  watching  our  movements.  These  four  divisions  were 
put  on  the  march,  over  the  brow  of  the  hills,  and  down  towards  the  cross- 
ing. But  instead  of  passing  over,  they  were  secretly  drawn  back  through 
a  concealed  ravine,  round  again,  and  over  the  top  of  the  hill.  This  in- 
terminable line  in  solid  column,  with  its  long  artillery  and  baggage-trains, 
presented  the  appearance  of  a  hundred  thousand  men.  The  deception  was 
80  perfect  that  even  careful  observers,  on  our  own  side  of  the  river,  were 
deceived.  The  rebels  sounded  the  alarm.  Promptly  they  began  to  accumu- 
late their  forces  at  this  point,  to  resist  our  advance.  Corps  after  corps  was 
on  the  march,  deceived  by  the  feint.  On  our  own  part,  all  was  intense 
activity;  our  columns  in  rapid  movement,  their  bayonets  glistening  in 
the  rays  of  the  unclouded  sun.  One  hundred  and  fifty  pieces  of  artillery 
were  in  position  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  to  keep  the  foe  at  a 
respectful  distance,  while  the  two  divisions  which  had  already  crossed 
were  strengthening  themselves  in  the  places  they  had  selected.  The 
scene  was  animating  and  beautiftd.  It  was  one  of  the  most  lovely  of  days. 
The  returning  sun  of  spring  had  already  covered  the  fields  and  the  meadows 
with  their  summer  verdure,  while  the  peach  and  the  hawthorn,  in  lull 
bloom,  filled  the  air  with  beauty  and  with  fragrance. 

While  these  scenes  were  being  thus  ostentatiously  enacted  on  the  lower 
part  of  the  river,  the  main  part  of  the  army,  one  hundred  thousand  strong, 
were  ascending  the  river  through  the  woods  and  behind  the  fields,  to  cross 
by  the  various  f6rds  above;  All  day  Monday  afid  Tuesday  the  inmiense 
force  was  on  the  njove,  and  at  midnight  of  Tuesday,  the  28th,  General 
Howard,  in  command  of  the  Eleventh  Corps,  crossed  the  Rappahannock, 
twenty-seven  miles  above  Fredericksburg,  mainly  on  pontoon  bridges, 
which  he  threw  across  the  stream  at  Kelley's  Ford.  At  daylight.  General 
Slocum  followed  him  by  the  same  path  witii  the  Twelfth  Corps,  and  early 
in  the  morning  General  Meade,  with  the  Fifth  Corps,  also  crossed  the  river, 
at  the  same  spot.  This  strong  column  then  struck  across  the  country 
directly  south  to  the  Rapidan,  one  of  the  main  affluents  of  the  Rappahan- 
nock. Generals  Howard  and  Slocum  crossed  this  river  at  G^rmania  Ford, 
about  sixteen  miles  from  United  Stat.es  Ford,  where  the  Rapidan  joins  the 
Rappahannock.  General  Meade  took  a  road  a  little  to  the  eastward, 
which  crossed  the  Rapidan  at  Ely's  Ford,  about  eight  miles  from  the  mouth 
of  the  stream.  The  most  singular  success  had  accompanied  the  expedition 
thus  far,  and  every  man  was  elated  with  hope.  At  G^rmania  Ford  the 
water  was  very  deep,  coming  up  to  a  man's  shoulder,  and  the  current  rapid. 
One  hundred  and  fifty  rebel  soldiers  were  there  building  a  bridge.  Gen- 
eral Howard  swept  around  and  captured  them  alL 
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Notwithstanding  the  rapidity  of  the  current  and  the  depth  of  the  water, 
the  men  eagerly  plunged  into  the  stream,  first  divesting  themselves  of  their 
clothing.  Carrying  their  garments  and  their  cartridge-boxes  on  their  bayo- 
netej  tii^  waded  over,  up  to  their  armpits  in  the  water,  in  one  of  the  gayest 
imaginable  scenes  of  fun  and  firolic  A  foot-bridge  was  constructed  on  the 
abutments  which  the  rebels  had  reared.  During  the  night  immense  bon- 
fires blazed  upon  the  banks,  and  by  their  light  Qie  whole  remaining  force 
crossed  the  Rapidan  before  the  dawn  of  morning.  So  unexpected  was  this 
movement  by  the  rebels,  that  at  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  29th,  a 
courier  came  dashing  into  Fredericksburg  with  the  startling  inteUigence 
that  the  Yankees  were  crossing  the  river.  The  alarm-bells  instantly  sum- 
moned all  the  rebels  to  arms. 

General  Meade  was  equally  successful  in  crossing  at  Ely's  Ford,  though 
the  men  had  to  wade  through  the  stream  waist-deep  in  water.  Both 
columns  now  marched  vigorously  on  about  ten  miles  farther,  to  Chancel- 
lorsville.  This  was  a  characteristic  Southern  village,  consisting  of  one 
house,  at  the  junction  of  two  roads,  the  Gordonsville  turnpike  and  the 
Orange  Court-House  plankroad.  Communication  was  carefully  kept  up  be- 
tween the  two  advancing  columns  by  means  of  a  squadron  of  Pleasonton's 
cavalry.  The  right  fiank  of  General  Howard's  column  was  also  protected 
by  a  squadron  of  cavalry.  The  rebels  had  thrown  up  formidable  intrench- 
ments  opposite  United  States  Ford,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rapidan,  twelve 
miles  from  Fredericksburg.  This  movement  of  the  National  forces  com- 
pelled them  precipitately  to  abandon  the  position.  Couch's  Corps  conse- 
quently crossed  the  Rappahannock  on  bridges  at  this  ford,  without 
encountering  any  opposition.  Proudly  they  marched  into  the  vacated 
ramparts  of  the  foe  to  the  National  air  of  "  Hail  Columbia."  Four  army 
corps  were  now  converging  towards  Chancellorsville. 

General  Hooker,  with  his  staff,  placed  himself  at  the  head  of  the  army, 
establishing  his  head-quarters  at  Chancellorsville.  This  energetic  move- 
ment electrified  the  nation.  A  column  of  nearly  one  hundred  thousand 
troops,  each  man  carrying  sixty  pounds  of  baggage,  had  marched  in  two 
days  thirty-six  miles,  had  bridged  and  crossed  two  streams,  and  had  baffled 
all  the  efforts  of  a  vigilant  and  determined  enemy.  The  loss  had  scarcely 
been  half  a  dozen  men. 

General  Lee  was  greatly  surprised  when  he  learned  that  the  National 
forces  had  crossed  the  Rapidan  and  had  turned  his  fiank.  With  consum- 
mate ability  he  met  the  emergency.  General  Hooker,  and  his  friends  gen- 
erally, considered  that  the  positions  already  obtained  by  the  patriot  army 
were  decisive  of  the  campaign.  He  issued  an  order  on  Thursday,  April 
80th,  containing  the  following  words : — 

''It  is  with  heartfelt  satisfaction  that  the  General  commanding  an- 
nounces to  the  army  that  the  operations  of  the  last  three  days  have  deter- 
mined that  our  enemies  must  ingloriously  fiy,  or  come  out  Grom.  behind 
their  defences  and  give  us  battle  on  our  own  ground,  where  certain  de- 
struction awaits  them." 

A  reference  to  the  map  will  convince  the  reader  that  General  Hooker 
was  authorized  to  use  language  so  hopeful     Chancellorsville  was  ten 


ten 


THE  NEW  rOKK 

PUBLIC  LIB  KAKY 


Air^ll,  LtHOX  ANt 


THB    BATTLE    OF    CHAKC:ELLOBSyiLLB.  888 

mfles  west  by  south  from  Frederieksburg.  It  was  comptetAy  ia  the  rear 
of  the  rebel  batteries,  which  were  frowning  along  the  ridges  facing  the 
Rappahannock.  There  was  bnt  one  alternative  for  the  foe.  He  mnst 
either  retreat  directly  sonth  along  the  line  of  the  railroad  to  Bichmond, 
or  give  battle  to  General  Hooker  on  his  o^n  gronnd.  The  doom  of  the 
rebels  seemed  sealed.  Their  retreat  by  way  of  Qordonsville  was  appar- 
ently cnt  off  by  the  presence  of  the  National  troops.  General  Hooker 
had  sent  General  Stoneman  secretly,  by  a  oircuitons  route,  with  a  squad- 
ron of  three  thousand  picked  horsemen,  to  cut  the  rebt^l  line  of  communica- 
tion with  Richmond,  by  tearing  up  the  railroad  and  destroying  the  bridges. 
But  General  Stoneman,  who  was  in  command  of  this  expedition,  had  not 
yet  been  heard  from,  and  it  was  not  known  whether  his  enterprise  would 
prove  a  success  or  a  failure.* 

The  repulse  at  Charleston,  8.  C,  and  the  withdrawal  of  the  iron-clads, 
had  relieved  the  rebfek  of  any  apprehension  of  any  immediate  attack  upon 
that  city.  Cctosequently,  lai^  reenforcements  were  sent  from  Charleston 
to  strengthen  the  already  powerful  army  which  rebellion  had  gathered 
upon  the  Rappahannock.  The  force  under  General  Lee  was  estimated 
at  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  thousand  men.  He  was  one  of  the  most 
wealthy  of  the  Southern  slaveholders.  It  had  already  become  a  common 
saying  in  the  South,  that  the  rebellion  was  the  "  rich  man's  war  and  the 
poor  man's  fight."  General  Lee's  estate  was  immense.  At  Arlington, 
near  Washington,  he  had  seven  hundred  acres  in  one  lot,  eleven  hundred 
in  another,  besides  several  other  plantations  at  a  distance,  tilled  by 
four  hundred  slaves.  The  children  of  these  laborers  were  sold  in  Virginia, 
at  prices  varying  from  five  hundred  to  two  thousand  dollars.  This  was 
the  man  who,  by  the  energies  of  a  despotism  never  exceeded  in  Turkey, 
was  compelling  poor  men  to  fight  for  Uie  enthronement  of  the  rich  and 
the  oppression  of  the  poor. 

On  Thursday  night,  April  80th,  the  National  force  was  massed  in  the 
vicinity  of  Chancellorsville,  carefully  guarding  all  its  approaches.  The 
rebel  generals,  conscious  of  the  desperate  game  they  were  playing,  were 
never  wanting  in  vigor.  General  Lee  rapidly  marched  aU  the  troops  at 
his  disposal  to  fall  in  solid  column  upon  the  weakest  portion  of  the  National 
line.  The  whole  of  Friday  was  passed  in  energetic  skirmishing  on  both 
sides,  each  seeking  to  find  the  exposed  point  of  the  other.  General 
Hooker,  with  his  topographical  corps,  was  busy  all  the  day  studying  the 
ground  which  was  manifestly  to  be  the  theatre  of  a  great  battle. 

*  General  G^rge  Stoneman  was  born  in  the  State  of  New  York,  in  1826.  He  entered  West 
Point  in  1842,  and  was  oommissioned  on  his  graduation  as  second  lieutenant  in  the  First  Dragoons. 
For  fifteen  years  he  had  no  call  to  active  servioe,  and  yet  he  acquired  a  high  reputation  among 
all  who  knew  him,  as  a  cavahy  officer.  As  soon  as  the  rebels  raised  their  flag,  in  May,  1861, 
Lieutenant  Stoneman  was  appointed  mi^'or  in  the  Fourth  Oavahy.  Soon  after  he  was  made 
brigadier-general  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  took  charge  of  a  brigade.  Subsequently  he 
was  transferred  to  the  carahy  service,  and  was  invested  with  its  chief  conmiand.  He  signalized 
himself  during  the  disasters  of  the  campaign  of  the  Chickahominy,  approaching  nearer  to  Rich- 
mond than  any  other  man  in  the^atray.  The  feat  he  accomplished  under  Gteneral  Hooker,  riding 
entirely  around  Lee's  army,  and  approachmg  within  two  miles  of  Richmond,  gave  him  National 
Gune. 
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The  single  house  found  at  Chancellorsville  stands  in  a  small  clearing 
of  a  few  acres  surroonded  by  dense  woods.  The  honse  was  a  respectable 
two-story  mansion  of  brick.  From  the  piazza,  facing  the  sonth,  you  look 
down  a  straight  turnpike  road,  for  a  mile,  to  a  small  stream  called  Scott's 
Creek.  In  front  of  the  honse,  running  east  and  west  through  the  centre 
of  the  clearing,  there  is  what  is  called  the  Orange  and  Fredericksburg 
Flankroad.  General  Hooker's  army  was  stationed,  in  an  undulating  line, 
south  of  this  road,  and  nearly  parallel  to  it.  The  general's  head-quarters 
were  at  the  house,  and  the  field  was  crowded  with  all  the  lumbering 
paraphernalia  of  war.  Two  miles  from  head-quarters,  on  this  road,  at  the 
extreme  right  of  the  National  line,  the  Eleventh  Army  Corps  was  stationed, 
commanded  by  General  Howard,  as  heroic  a  commander  and  as  brave  a 
man  as  ever  stood  upon  a  battle-field.  But  this  corps  was  composed 
mainly  of  Gennans.  Many  of  them  could  not  speak  English.  They  had 
been  under  the  conunand  of  their  own  countryman.  General  Sigel,  who, 
in  the  wars  of  Europe,  had  acquired  European  fame.  General  Sigel,  in 
the  revolutions  in  Germany,  in  1843,  had  gained  the  reputation  of  being 
the  most  accomplished  artillerist  in  Europe.  He  had  led  an  army  of 
eighty  thousand  men ;  and  had  conducted  the  campaign  with  such  con- 
summate skill  as  to  place  himself  in  the  front  rank  of  the  most  illustrioiu 
of  generals.  Thus  far  in  the  conflict  with  the  rebels  here,  no  military 
officer  had  displayed  more  ability,  bravery,  or  more  entire  consecration  of 
soul  to  the  work  of  crushing  out  the  treason  which  menaced  our  National 
existence.  For  some  unexplained  reason.  General  Sigel  had  been  relieved 
of  his  command,  and  General  Howard  had  succeeded  him. 

During  the  whole  of  Friday  tight  working  parties  were  employed 
throwing  up  breastworks.  The  woods  rang  with  the  blows  of  thousands 
of  axes,  felling  trees  for  the  construction  of  abattis.  At  the  distance  of 
not  more  than  half  a  mile,  through  all  the  dark  hours  of  the  night,  the 
rebels,  in  unknown  numbers,  were  engaged  in  the  same  work.  Both  armies 
were  intrenching,  each  apparently  determined  that  the  other  should  come 
forth  and  give  battle.  During  the  day  baUoon  reconnoissances  had  shown 
that  the  enemy  had  moved  nearly  his  whole  force  from  the  heights  of 
Fredericksburg  and  from  the  line  of  the  Rappahannock,  and  had  massed 
that  force  for  desperate  resistance  at  Chancellorsville. 

This  fact  induced  General  Sedgwick  to  make  an  assault  upon  those 
weakened  heights,  in  front  of  which,  but  a  few  weeks  before,  so  many 
patriots  had  advanced  to  the  most  awful  carnage.  General  Hooker's  plan 
was  thoroughly  matured  and  very  comprehensive,  contemplating  the  entire 
destruction  of  the  rebel  army.  There  was  continual  skirmishing,  by  day 
and  by  night,  on  all  parts  of  the  extended  field,  in  the  forests  and  in  the 
ravines.  Many  precious  lives  were  lost.  In  one  of  these  fierce  conflicts 
the  brave  Colonel  McVickar,  of  the  New  York  Sixth  Cavalry,  lost  his  life. 
He  was  reconnoitring  on  the  plankroad,  at  the  head  of  two  hundred 
horsemen,  when  he  encountered  a  band  of  cavalry.  The  patriots  charged 
in  columns  of  iours,  and  drove  the  rebels  a  mile  and  a  quarter  back  into 
the  woods. 

Here  the  rebels  received  reenforcements,  and  in  their  turn  charged,  and 
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file  patriots  were  compelled  to  netreat.  Lieutenant-Colonel  McVickar, 
pierced  by  a  bullet,  fell  dead.  The  patriots  fled  pell-mell  throngh  bushes 
mnd  over  fences  and  brush,  pursued  by  an  overpowering  force.  But  soon 
they  met  reenfercem^its,  and  turned  again  upon  their  pursuers.  Thus 
the  battle  siix^d.  The  loss  of  Colonel  McVickar  was  a  great  calamity. 
He  was  a  Scotchman,  and  a  gallant  soldier,  who  had  enthusiastically  drawn 
his  sword  in  defence  of  free  institutions.  This  intrepid  band  of  two  hun- 
dred men  lost  fifty  of  their  nimiber  in  these  encounters. 

Saturday  morning  dawned  "  so  calm,  so  bright !"  The  brilliant  hues 
of  flowering  shrubs  charmed  the  eye  and  filled  the  air  with  fragrance. 
The  muMc  of  the  robin  and  the  wren  blended  with  the  strains  which  rose 
from  military  bands.  The  earth  and  the  sky  appeared  in  their  brightest 
robes  of  beauty ;  and  no  one  could  gaze  upon  the  scene  of  hill  and  vale, 
streamlet  and  overarching  skies,  and  not  feel  that"  our  Heavenly  Father 
had  given  to  us,  his  children,  a  magnificent  inheritance — a  home  which 
man's  wickedness  has  desolated  with  blood  and  woe. 

All  day  on  Saturday  the  rebels  were  crowding*  their  masses  along  the 
plankroad  from  FredOTcksbui^.  When  within  a  few  miles  of  Chancel- 
lorsville,  they  moved  by  a  circuitous  route,  through  the  woods  and  behind 
the  hills,  to  hurl  their  whole  army  in.  overpowering  force  upon  the  right 
wing  of  the  !N^ational  trocq^s.  This  right  wing,  it  will  be  remembered,  con- 
sisted of  the  Eleventh  Army  Corps,  mainly  composed  of  Germans,  undei* 
the  heroic  General  Howard.  There  was  an  incessant  series  of  brisk  and 
bloody  skirmishes  during  the  whole  day,  both  armies  sending  out  recon- 
noissances  to  ascertain  the  position,  and,  if  possible,  the  weak  points  of  the 
other. 

About  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  General  Howard  was  sitting  upon 
the  veranda  of  a  house  where  he  held  his  head-quarters,  conversing  with 
General  Schurz,  when  a  heavy  gun  was  heard  from  the  southwest.  In- 
ptantly  there  came  another  report,  followed  by  volleys  of  musketry.  At 
the  same  moment  two  prisoners  were  brought  in,  who  stated  that  the  right 
of  our  Une  was  hotly  attacked ;  signals  also  from  General  Devins  an- 
nounced the  same  feet.  General  Howard  and  his  staff  instantly  mounted 
their  horses  and  galloped  to  the  scene  of  action.  General  Lee  had  massed 
thirty  thousand  men,  and  had  hurled  them  upon  General  Howard's  Corps 
of  but  nime  thoosand.  The  odds  was  too  great  for  any  ordinary  courage 
to  withstand.  A  few  rounds  only  wotc  fired,  when  the  patriot  soldiers, 
eonscious  of  their  inability  to  oppose  such  masses,  in  a  panic  broke  and 
fled.  General  Howard  met  the  tumultuous  mass  of  fiigitives,  as  regiment 
after  regiment  gave  way.  It  h  cruel  to  condemn  men  for  not  %hting 
persistently  one  against  three. 

As  the  rebels  ean^  up,  their  overwhelming  onset  was  directed  against 
tlie  first  brigade  of  General  Devins's  command,  under  Colonel  Von  Gilsa, 
eonsisting  of  the  Siity-dlghth  and  Fwty-first  New  Jersey,  both  German. 
The  rebel  line  was  sufficiently  long,  not  only  to  cover  the  patriot  line,  but 
also  to  overlap  it  on  the  right,  so  as  to  pour  in  a  deadly  fire  from  both 
flank  and  rear.  General  Howard  had  scarcely  reached  General  Devins's 
head-quarters  when  he  was  met  by  his  chief  of  staff,  who  informed  him 
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that  the  First  Bivigion  had  all  given  way.  The  bullets  were  then  hum* 
ming  like  swarming  bees  through  the  air,  and  exploding  shells  were  rend- 
ing the  forest.  The  most  energetic  efforts  ot  Gbneral  Howard  conld  not 
stem  the  torrent  of  the  fhgitivee. 

General  Schurz's  raiments,  whidi  were  located  to  support  Colonel  Yon 
Gilsa,  fell  back  fighting  stubbornly.  Several  of  his  r^ments  lost  severely. 
^Stonewall"  Jackson  led  the  attack  with  his  accustomed  impetuosity. 
General  Howard  and  his  officers  did  all  that  mortal  valor  could  accomplish 
to  arrest  the  panic-stricken  throng,  but  all  in  vain. 

It  was  a  terrible  scene.  The  bolt  had  descended  like  lightning  from 
the  cloud.  The  destruction  of  the  whole  army  was  menaced.  Thirty 
thousand  rebels  with  reckless  courage  were  rushing  upon  nine  thousand 
fugitives,  pouring  into  the  tumultuous  throng  incessant  volleys  of  bulleti 
and  shells.  It  was  like  the  whirlwind's  rush  and  roar,  as  it  sweeps  the 
desert  Such  are  the  chances  of  war.  In  one  half-hour  the  whole  aspect 
of  the  campaign  was  changed. 

The  miUtary  abilities  of  General  Hooker  were  never  more  conspicuously 
displayed  than  in  these  trying  moments.     Instantly  he  was  in  the  saddle 
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and  at  Hie  post  of  danger.  Apparendj  as  nnagitated  as  if  sitting  at  his 
tent-fire,  he  cast  his  eye  over  the  wild  scene  before  him,  and  promptly 
adopted  measures  to  meet  the  crisis.  The  first  thing  to  be  done  was  to 
check  the  advance  of  the  rebels.  The  broken  columns  of  the  army  in 
indescribable  confusion  were  rushing  down  upon  the  still  stable  lines,  which 
were  beginning  to  waver,  threatening  a  universal  rout  General  Berry, 
one  of  the  most  hermc  of  men,  just  the  man  to  be  relied  upon  in  such  a 
crisis,  chanced  to  be  near  with  his  division.  He  was  General  Hooker's 
favorite  ofilcer,  and  was  in  command  of  hia  old  corps. 

"  General  Berry,"  shouted  the  commander,  *'  throw  your  men  into  the 
breach.    Don't  fire  a  shot.    Receive  the  rebels  on  the  bayonet." 

It  was  a  sight  to  make  even  an  old  man's  blood  leap  in  his  veins.  These 
highly-disciplined  men  advanced  with  unwavering  ranks  on  the  Aill  run. 
A  bristling  array  of  glittering  steel  was  at  their  breasts.  They  met  the 
rushing  sweep  of  rebels  as  the  cliff  meets  the  gale.  At  the  same  mo- 
ment Generals  Williams  and  Sickles  threw  themselves  into  the  path,  along 
which  the  fugitives  were  rushing  headlong.  Wagons,  ambulances,  horses, 
men,  cannon,  caissons,  were  aH  jumbled  together  in  a  struggling,  terrified 
mass ;  while  the  triumphant  rebels,  hooting  and  yelling,  were  pouring 
a  murderous  fire  into  their  bosoms — every  shot  dealing  mutilation  or 
death. 

General  Sickles,  forcing  his  way  on  horseback  through  the  tangled  and 
convulsed  mass,  took  his  stand  at  a  stone  wall,  over  which  the  fugitives 
were  leaping,  and  which  extended  for  several  rods  across  a  narrow  ravine 
firom  some  hills  on  the  one  side,  to  the  muddy  bed  of  Scott's  Creek  on  the 
other.  On  rushed  the  panic-stricken  multitude.  General  Sickles  first 
succeeded  in  stopping  a  cannon,  drawn  by  six  horses.  With  this  force  he 
commenced  his  blockade  of  the  passage.  Still  loose  horses  were  leaping 
the  wall  and  the  men  were  tumbling  headlong  over  it,  until,  by  herculean 
exertions,  he  succeeded  in  fonning  a  barricade  along  the  whole  line.  The 
stampede  was  thus  checked,  and  reason  began  to  regain  its  sway. 

At  the  same  moment,  General  Pleasanton,  with  his  cavalry  and  park 
of  artillery,  appeared  upon  the  ridge  on  the  right.  The  guns  were  instantly 
unlimbered,  and  an  awfully  destructive  fire  of  grape  and  canister  was 
opened  upon  the  advancing  rebels.  The  tide  was  turning  in  favor  of  the. 
patriots.  The  fugitives  recovered  self-possession,  and  b^an  to  form  in 
ranks.  In  a  few  moments  there  were  twenty-five  pieces  of  artillery  on  the 
ridge— each  gun,  at  every  discharge,  mowing  down  scores  of  the  foe.  The 
rebels  halted,  recoiled,  and  fled  back  to  the  intrenchments  from  which  they 
had  driven  the  Eleventh  Army  Corps.  Captain  Best,  chief  of  artillery  to 
General  Sickles's  Corps,  soon  had  forty  pieces  of  artillery  in  position  ready  to 
open  their  thunders.  With  such  lightning-like  rapidity  was  the  aspect  of  the 
field  again  changed.  The  rout  was  turned  almost  into  a  victory.  The 
rebels,  under  their  renowned  General  "  Stonewall"  Jackson,*  had  swept  on 

*  Qeneral  Thomas  JeflbnoQ  Jadcson  was  born  in  1826,  in  Lewis  Ooun^,  Virginia.  He  was 
educated  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States  QoTemmeot,  at  West  Point,  graduating  in  1842,  in 
the  same  class  with  Generals  McOlenan,  Stoneman,  Couch,  and  Foster.  Entering  the  Sec(»)d 
MxtSlerj,  he  passed  through  the  Mexican  war,  obtaining  promotion  for  his  gallantrj  at  Contreras, 
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with  ccrarage  never  enrpaased.     The  Germans,  in  a  very  pardonable  panic, 
had  broken. 

It  was  now  ni^t :  the  roar  of  battte  ceased.  A  portion  of  the  Eleventh 
Corps  had  endeavored  to  escape  eastward  towards  Chancellorsville,  through 
a  ravine,  when  General  Sickles  finally  arrested  them,  as  we  have  mentioned, 
at  a  stone  walL  Another  portion  turned  north,  and  made  for  the  United 
States  Ford  across  the  Bappahannock,  three  miles  distant.  Through  fields 
and  forests  and  over  fences  they  rushed  along,  abandoning  twelve  pieces  of 
artillery  to  the  enemy.  Many  of  them  dashed  into  the  stream  and  swam 
to  the  other  side.  General  Hooker,  as  soon  as  possible,  sent  a  body  of 
guards  to  form  a  line  across  the  roads  and  fields,  and  with  sabre  blows  and 
bayonet  thrusts,  if  needful,  to  stop  every  fiigitive.  Such  was  the  Btate  of 
affairs  as  the  gloom  of  Saturday  night  settled  around  the  contending  troops. 

The  National  army  had  met  with  a  severe  disaster.  Its  right  flank 
had  been  turned,  one  of  its  most  important  divisions  put  to  flight,  eleven 
pieces  of  artillery  captured,  and  the  foe  was  in  possession  of  the  in- 
trenched line  from  which  he  had  driven  the  German  troops.  Through- 
out the  night  the  rebels  could  be  massing  strong  reinforcements  there  on 
our  right  flank,  which,  unless  immediate  and  effectual  dispositions  were 
made  to  meet  them,  might  still  result  in  the  ruin  of  the  Patriot  army. 
It  was  deemed  needful,  at  all  hazards,  to  drive  back  the  foe.  To  accom- 
plish this,  notwithstanding  the  exhaustion  of  our  troops,  an  inamediate 
night  attack  was  resolved  upon. 

In  the  darkness  a  new  line  of  battle  was  formed*  General  Ward's 
Brigade  of  General  Bimey's  Division,  supported  by  Captain  Best's  bat- 
teries, were  massed  on  the  ridge  on  the  right.  GeneraJ  Bimey  was  in 
position  on  the  extreme  left  to  support  the  assault.  It  was  one  hour  be- 
fore midnight  when  General  "Ward  put  his  column  in  motion*  With  loud 
ebeers,  and  the  rattle  of  musketry  and  the  roar  of  artillery,  the  midnight 
battle  was  ushered  in.  It  was  one  of  the  most  sublime  scenes  of  the  war. 
A  brilliant  moon  rode  high  in  the  heavens.  Not  a  breath  of  wind  moved 
a  leaf  of  the  forest.  Through  the  still  air  the  thunders  of  the  conflict 
fiuiged  along  with  appalling  reverberations.  The  rebels,  taken  by  surprise 
were  unable  to  resist  the  impetuous  assault.  They  were  driven  back  halt 
a  mile ;  our  original  ground  was  gained,  and  the  exhausted  but  victorious 
troops  slept  upon  their  arms. 

Till  now  the  lines  of  our  army  had  faced  nearly  south.    But  the  success 

diunibufico,  and  C^epuHepec  At  the  cloee  of  the  war,  he  became  pirofesaor  of  mathematics  at 
the  Ifilitary  Institute  of  LexiogtoD,  Virginia.  He  is  reputed  to  bare  been  a  man  of  earnest 
religious  emotions.  At  the  opening  of  the  war  by  the  rebels,  it  is  said  that  this  religious  man 
had  many  quahns  of  conscienoe  before  he  could  yield  to  evil  oonnaels,  and  raise  his  arm  against 
the  oountry  which  had  nurtured  him,  and  the  8tars  and  Stripes  beneath  whidi  he  had  so 
gloriously  fought 

He  oast  In  bis  lot  with  the  rebels,  and  beeame  one  of  the  most  determined,  fearless,  and  able 
of  the  foes  his  oountry  had  to  encounter.  His  brief  career  is  almost  unsurpassed  in  tfie  annals 
of  war.  At  the  battle  of  Bull  Run,  July,  1861,  he  was  asked  if  he  thought  his  troops,  being  raw, 
would  stand.  "  Yes  I  like  a  stone  wall,*'  was  his  reply  This,  it  is  said,  gave  liim  the  name  of 
"  Stonewall  Jaolnon.'*  He  died  at  Fredericksburg,  aocidentaUy  shot  by  his  own  troops.  Patriotism, 
and  humanity  mourn  that  the  reputation  of  a  man  of  so  many  virtuea  should  be  sullied  with  the 
crimes  q€  rebellion  and  treason. 


THB    BATTLE    OF    CHAKOBLLOBSYILLB.  889 

0f  the  eEoemy  in  getting  upon  our  extreme  right  had  rendered  a  change 
0/  front  necessary.  As  the  light  of  the  Sabbath  morning  dawned,  the 
jN^ational  troops  were  in  battle-array,  in  double  lines  extending  north  and 
•outh,  facing  the  west,  about  a  mile  west  of  ChancellorsviUe.  The  rebels 
"vere  massed  in  unknown  numbers,  in  and  behind  the  woods  beyond.  The 
division  of  Gteneral  Reynolds  was  on  the  extreme  right,  near  the  Rappa- 
hannock. General  Slocum  occupied  the  centre  on  the  plankroad. 
General  Sickles  held  the  extreme  left,  resting  on  Scott's  Creek.  During 
the  night  breastworks  had  been  thrown  up,  and  rifle-pits  dug  along  our 
whole  line. 

The  sun  was  just  rising,  when  the  rebels,  with  the  promptness  and  cour- 
age which  marked  all  their  movements,  emerged  in  great  force  from  the 
woods,  and  fell  upon  the  two  divisions  commanded  by  General  Sickles. 
Simultaneously  with  this  attack,  another  body  pushed  down  the  plankroad 
and  fell  upon  Berry's  Division.  Almost  immediately  the  fighting  became 
general  along  the  whole  centre  and  left  wing  of  the  army.  As  battalion 
after  battalion  became  engaged,  and  battery  after  battery  was  brought  into 
play,  the  roar  became  incessant  and  deafening.  It  was  evident  that  a 
battle  was  inaugurated  which  would  prove  to  be  one  of  most  terrible  violence. 
The  enemy  had  formed  his  whole  available  force  into  three  columns  of 
attack.  Advancing  with  such  overwhelming  numbers,  he  seemed 
confident  of  his  ability  to  crush  the  National  troops.  "Stonewall" 
Jackson,  his  name  a  host,  led  the  assault.  Tf  ever  on  battle-field  did  men 
face  death  with  more  recklessness  than  did  the  troops  of  Jackson,  inspired 
by  their  fanatic,  unflinching  leader.  In  solid  mass  they  plunged  from  the 
woods,  receiving  in  their  faces  the  storm  of  shot  which  burst  from  the  lines 
of  Berry  and  Bimey,  and  Whipple  and  Williams. 

With  equal  courage,  it  could  not  be  superior,  the  National  troops  ad- 
vanced to  meet  them.  They  came  together  as  the  dashing  billows  of  an 
angry  sea.  Forty  pieces  of  artillery,  under  the  management  of  Captain 
Best,  ploughed  their  ranks  with  grape  and  canister,  and  whole  raiments 
melted  away.  Still  the  rebels,  closing  in,  pushed  on,  their  leaders  resolved 
to  gain  the  victory  at  whatever  cost  of  human  life.  General  Hooker,  who 
was  calmly  watching  the  suites  of  the  battle,  wdered  a  portion  of  the 
troops  under  General  French  to  make  a  flank  attack  upon  the  foe.  For 
more  than  an  hour  General  Sickles,  with  five  thousand  men,  had  kept  at 
bay  more  than  thirty  thousand.  It  was  now  about  seven  o'clock,  and 
the  battle  raged  with  great  fiiry.  In  this  portion  of  the  field,  the  rebels 
were  slowly  pressing  the  National  troops  back  tlirough  the  ravine  to  which 
we  have  alluded  in  the  fight  of  the  previous  day.  The  whole  line  of  battle 
was  about  a  mile  in  length.  Falling  back  in  good  order,  the  patriots  had 
made  a  determined  stand  behind  the  stone  walL  During  this  fight  General 
Berry  fell,  mortally  wounded  by  a  rifle-baU.  He  <Ued  universally  la- 
mented.* 

*  Ifajor-Genoral  Hiram  G.  B«rry  was  bom  in  Thomastoo,  Maine.  By  the  energiea  of  bit 
imaided  arm  he  hewed  out  his  own  path  to  independence  and  distinction.  His  name  wiU  erer 
oocupj  a  prominent  position  on  the  roll  of  noble  men  to  whom  his  native  State  has  given  birth. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  to  throw  aside  the  implements  of  peaceful  life  and  ^ring  to  arms,  wbe« 
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A.8  the  rebels,  in  dense  masses,  charged  npon  this  wall  of  stone  and 
bristling  steel,  and  hearts  more  firm  than  stone  or  steel,  thej  were  swept 
down  by  incessant  volleys  poured  into  their  bosoms,  and  by  a  destructive 
/  raking  fire  from  batteries  planted  on  the  ridge.    The  field  was  soon  literalljr 

oovered  with  the  mangled  corpses  of  the  dead.  Those  in  the  rear  seemed 
unconscious  of  the  carnage  which  was  mowing  down  the  heads  of  their 
columns.  Climbing  over  the  dead,  the  rebels  would  discharge  one  volley, 
when  they  too  would  be  cut  down  by  the  shower  of  grape  and  canister 
which  incessantly  swept  the  field. 

This,  perhaps,  was  the  sublimest  hour  in  this  awftd  Sabbath-day  tragedy. 
The  plain  from  the  stone  wall  to  ChanceUorsville  was  about  a  mile  in  widtL 
Tlie  storm  of  battle  fell  everywhere  over  this  plain.  Long  trains  of  ambu- 
lances were  continually  passing,  laden  with  mutilated  forms,  the  blood 
dripping  upon  the  trampled  grass.  Impromptu  hospitals  were  established 
at  many  points,  where  large  numbers  of  surgeons,  with  their  sleeves  rolled 
up,  and  with  blood-crimsoned  arms,  were  prosecuting,  with  knife  and  saw, 
their  humane  but  dreadfrd  labors.  The  whole  plain  was  also  swarming 
with  men  not  sufficiently  wounded  to  require  an  ambulance,  but  who  were 
hobbling  and  groaning  along,  seeking  surgical  aid. 

Still  the  carnage  continued  unabated.  It  was  now  nine  o'clock.  Tot 
four  hours  the  booming  of  a  hundred  cannon  and  the  incessant  rattle  of 
musketry  had  filled  the  air  with  a  deafening  roar.  The  shot  of  the 
greatly  outnumbering  enemy  produced  great  havoc  in  the  patriot  ranks. 
But  the  rebels  themselves  suffered  much  more  severely.  "With  unsheltered 
bosoms  they  charged  upon  our  intrenchments,  where  they  were  met  at 
great  disadvantage,  though  by  smaller  numbers,  with  courage  equal,  and 
skill  superior  to  their  own. 

Ten  thousand  men,  on  the  two  sides,  had  now  fallen  in  death,  and  ten 
thousand  more  were  wounded  and  bleeding,  many  crippled  for  life.  This 
ratio  of  the  dead  to  the  wounded  was,  perhaps,  never  equalled  before  on 
any  battle-field.  It  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  fearlessness  of  both 
parties,  the  terrible  efficiency  of  the  weapons  they  wielded,  and  the 
closeness  of  the  fight.  It  was  now  half-past  ten.  The  rebels  were 
manifestly  overpowering  us.  Slowly  and  in  perfect  order,  contesting  every 
rod,  the  National  troops  fell  back  to  ChanceUorsviUe,  where,  with  concen- 
trated forces,  they  made  another  stand.  Their  consolidated  line  here  was 
too  firm  to  be  broken.  The  old  brick  mansion,  early  in  the  battle,  had 
been  taken  for  a  hospital.  It  was  crowded  with  the  wounded  and  the  dying. 
It  was  now  in  the  direct  track  of  war's  desolating  path,  and  the  storm  of 
ehot  and  shell  beat  mercilessly  upon  it.  General  Hooker  was  standing 
upon  the  porch,  issuing  his  orders,  when  a  shell  shattered  a  pillar  at  his 
side  into  splinters,  and  threw  him  down,  momentarily  stunned.  During 
the  fight  General  Hooker  had  animated  his  men  by  his  presence,  wherever 

traitors  opened  their  fire  upon  Fort  Stunter.  At  the  battle  of  Bull  Run,  and  through  aU  the  melAD- 
eholy  icenea  of  the  oampaign  of  the  CSiickahominj,  General  Berry  displajed  great  heroiam.  In 
the  bootless  victory  of  Antietam  he  took  a  conspicuoos  part  A  whole  nation  united  with  his 
grief-stricken  family  in  mourning  his  loss.  Such  are  the  rictims  sacrificed  by  tens  of  thousands 
•n  the  altar  of  reb^ion. 
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(be  battle  raged  most  fiercely.  It  was  neceesarj  to  remove  the  wounded 
as  fast  as  possible.  The  building  was  riddled  with  war's  missiles.  Soon  a 
shell  bursting  in  one  of  the  apartments  set  the  house  on  fire.  It  was 
speedily  in  ashes.  It  is  supposed  that  sereral  of  the  wounded  perished  is 
the  flames. 

The  sun  was  now  in  the  meridian.  After  a  moment's  respite,  the 
exulting  rebels  renewed  the  assault,  with  courage  and  resolution  which 
would  have  won  the  homage  of  all  hearts  had  they  been  exerted  in  a 
good  cause.  Th^  assault  was  unsuooessM.  General  Hooker  had 
massed  such  batteries  on  lus  re-formed  line,  that  no  mortal  foe  could 
approach  them.  The  victorious  enemy  sullenly  withdrew.  They  had 
not  accomplished  all  they  widied.  But  in  the  battle  they  were  the  vic- 
tors, though  at  a  fearful  loss  in  lolled  and  wounded.  The  enemy  had 
directed  the  strength  of  his  whole  army  upon  our  left  jftank  alone.  The 
right  wing  was  not  able  to  take  any  part  in  the  action.  During  the  after- 
noon of  the  day  there  were  repeated  skirmishes,  but  nothing  of  moment 
occurred. 

The  position  of  the  Kational  troops  was  undeniably  humiliating.  They 
had  crossed  the  Bappahannock,  prepaored  to  fall  upon  the  rebel  lines 
impetuously  and  drive  them  in  dismay  to  Bichmond.  They  had  been 
baffled.  Instead  of  being  the  assailants,  they  had  been  put  upon  the 
defensive.  Even  now  whisperings  began  to  arise  of  the  necessity  of  a 
retreat.  To  add  to  the  gloom,  nothing  whatever  had  been  heard  from 
General  Stoneman.  It  will  be  remembered  that  he  had  been  sent,  oa 
a  bold  cavalry  raid,  in  the  rear  of  the  rebel  forces,  to  cut  their  com« 
munications  with  Bichmond,  by  burning  their  depots,  tearing  up  the 
railroads,  and  destroying  the  bridges.  It  was  feared  that  he  had  failed, 
and  that  large  reenforcements  from  the  Soutihem  army  would  be  pushed 
up  by  rail  to  the  Bappahannock.  Hence  there  was  cause  for  much 
anxiety. 

In  the  mean  time.  General  Sedgwick,  on  Saturday,  had  crossed  the  Bap- 
pahannock, below  Fredericksburg.  The  three  divisions  of  the  Sixth  Corps 
by  midnight  had  all  crossed  in  safety.  At  four  o'clock  Sunday  morning, 
they  were  on  the  march  for  Fredericksbuig.  Gallantly  they  carried  the 
first  line  of  the  rebel  intrenchments.  They  thus  attained  a  position  but 
about  six  miles  from  General  Hooker.  On  Sunday  morning,  the  4th,  the 
rebels  came  upon  him  in  strong  force.  Gradually,  notwithstanding  the 
destructive  fire  which  tore  their  ranks,  they  crowded  him  back  towards 
Banks's  Ford.  In  the  terrible  battle  General  Sedgwick  lost  nearly  four 
thousand  men.  The  next  day  he  succeeded  in  recrossing  the  Bappahan- 
nock, with  most  of  his  trains  and  camp  equipage.  General  Lee,  having 
baffled  all  the  plans  of  General  Hooker,  turned  upon  General  Sedgwick 
with  numbers  which  could  not  be  resisted,  and  the  gallant  patriot  general 
was  driven  back  across  the  Bappahannock. 

Monday  was  with  General  Hooker  an  anxious,  busy  day,  of  many  fierce 
skirmishes,  but  of  no  decisive  battle.  The  rebel  batteries  of  fiying  artillery 
were  continually  throwing  shells  into  our  ranks.  During  Tuesday,  every 
energy  of  the  army  was  employed  in  preparing  for  a  retreat    Tbe  night 
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iraB  dark  and  rainy.  At  ten  o'dock,  in  the  midst  of  glcxmi,  dkoovatorij  and 
Bniyersal  despondency,  the  humiliating  retreat  commenced.  The  hasardoiia 
passage  was  safely  effected.  A  fortunate  sadden  rise  of  the  river  prevent- 
ed Lee  from  pniBuing.  From  this  short,  inglorious,  disastrous  campaign, 
onr  troops  returned  to  their  old  camping-ground,  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Sappahannock* 

General  Stoneman's  cavalry  raid  was  httx>icaily  conducted.  He  de- 
stroyed an  immense  amount  of  rebel  property,  and  marched  ahnost  within 
gight  of  the  spires  of  Bichmond.  The  disasta-  which  Greneral  Hooker  had 
encountered  prevented  him  from  deriving  any  special  advantage  fit>m  this 
gallant  raid.  On  the  6th  <^  ICay,  General  Hooker  issued  a  proclamati<»i 
to  his  tro<^,  closing  with  the  following  words : — 

^^  The  events  of  last  week  may  swell  with  pride  the  heart  of  every 
officer  and  soldier  of  this  army.  We  have  added  new  lustre  to  its  former 
renown.  We  have  made  long  marches,  crossed  rivers,  suriHised  the  enemy 
in  his  intrenehments,  and,  wherever  we  have  fought,  have  inflicted  heavier 
blows  than  we  have  received.  We  have  taken  from  the  enemy  five  thou- 
sand prisoners ;  fifteen  colors ;  ci^tured  and  brought  off  seven  pieces  of 
artillery ;  placed  hors  du  cambai  ^^teen  thousand  of  his  chosen  troops; 
destroyed  his  depots  filled  with  vast  amounts  of  stores;  deranged  his 
eommunications ;  captured  prisoners  within  the  fortifications  of  lus  capital, 
and  filled  his  country  with  fear  and  oonstematicm.  We  have  no  other 
regret  than  that  caused  by  the  loss  of  our  brave  companions,  and  in  this 
we  are  consoled  by  the  conviction  that  they  have  fallen  in  the  holiest  cause 
ever  submitted  to  the  arbitrament  of  battle." 

Still,  notwithstanding  the  correctness  of  most  of  these  statements,  the 
battle  of  Chancellorsville  must  ever  be  r^arded  as  a  humiliation.  We  had 
imquestionably  a  larger  force  in  the  field  than  the  rebels.  We  had  thou- 
sands of  men  and  acres  of  artillery  which  were  not  brought  into  action. 
At  every  ji>oint  of  contact  the  rebels  outnumbered  us,  and  drove  us  acroes 
the  river.  Therie  was  never  a  more  decided  patriot  or  a  nM>re  heroic 
filter  than  General  Hooker.  The  preliminaries  of  the  battle  were  con- 
ducted with  consummate  military  ability.  The  soldiers  fought  with  aD 
the  bravery  whidi  ever  charaoteriEed  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  The 
final  disc(Hnfiture  and  retreat  are  inexplicable.* 

It  is  difficult  to  ascertain  with  accuracy  the  numbers  engaged  in  this 
battle.    The  following  estimate  has  been  made : — 

4 

^  Th«  CoinmittM  on  ^«  Ooodoct  of  the  War  ^xn  aooonnt  fbrtbe  More  of  General  Hooker'a 
oampsign  when  in  oommand  of  the  Annj  of  the  Potomae:-* 

'*It  would  appear  from  aU  the  tettiinonj  that  there  were  three  caueea»  perhapa  four, 
which  eontributed  mndi  to  render  this  campaign  nnsnoceasfb],  after  it  had  been  so  sucoessfuU/ 
began.  Those  causes  were,  the  stampede  of  the  EloTenth  Corps,  on  the  Ist  of  Kaj,  bj  whidi 
the  enemy  were  enabled  to  obtain  possession  of  the  groond  whidi  commanded  i3b»  positioD  of  the 
Union  arm j  at  ChanoellorsTille ;  Uien  the  iiyorf  whkih  General  Hooker  sustained  on  ^  mom* 
ing  of  the  3d  of  May^  by  which  the  aimy  was  depriTod  of  the  directioD  which  was  so  neossssiy 
at  that  time ;  then  the  failure  by  General  Sedgwick  to  carry  out  the  orders  he  had  reoeiTod  to 
ftH  upon  the  rear  of  Lee's  forces  early  on  the  morning  of  the  3d ;  and  the  entire  failure  of  the 
earaby,  under  General  Stoneman,  to  perform  the  part  assigned  to  it,  the  serering  of  Lee't  ocin* 

f>t«»ui^^«  with  ninhwML" 
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Lll*8  Abmt. 

New  York  "Tribune,"  lUrdi  2eth,  1864 49,700 

Kew  York  "Herald,"  March  26th,  1864. ;..  .64,000 

Pollard's* "Southern  History  of  the  War*' 60,000 

Hooebb's  Akxt. 

American  "Annual  Encydopeddia" 120,000 

New  York  "Tribune,"  March  26th,  1864 123,000 

Pollard's  " Southern  History" 150,000 

New  York  "Tunes" .' 160,300 

The  editor  of  the  New  York  "  Times  "had  such  opportunities  for  obtain^* 
ing  reliable  data  that  his  estimate  is  not  improbably  the  most  correct. 

The  si^e  of  Suffolk,  and  ita  gallant  defiance  by  Major-<^neral  John  J. 
Peck,  to  which  we  shall  refer  in  the  next  chapter,  had  an  important 
bearing  upon  the  campaign  of  Chancellorsville.  It  was  one  of  those  noise- 
less adventures  of  the  war,  upon  which  vast  results  depended,  and  was 
nevertheless  nearly  lost  sight  of^  in  the  midst  of  the  multiplicity  of  mor6 
imposing,  yet  not  more  heroic,  events  with  which  it  was  surrounded. 

Among  the  many  heroic  regiments  at  the  battle  of  Clhancellorsville, 
none  suffered  more  severely  or  fought  more  heroically,  than  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  raised  in  part  through  the  energy 
and  trained  by  the  skill  of  Colonel  Arthur  A.  McKnight.  It  was,  with 
its  heroic  leader,  ever  found  ready  for  any  needed  post  of  danger. 

Colonel  McEnight  was  early  cast  upon  his  own  exertions  by  the  death 
of  his  father.  As  a  son  and  brother  he  ministered  tenderly  to  those  de- 
pendent upon  him.  In  1861  he  raised  a  company  of  three-months'  men, 
In  BrookviUe,  m  his  native  State,  and  after  their  dischaige  he  interested 
himself  deeply  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifth  Pennsylvania,  and  was 
chosen  colonel  of  the  regiment.  His  discipline  was  strict,  perhaps  a  little 
item;  but  when  in  battle  or  review,  hk  soldiers  bore  testimony  by  their 
conduct  to  the  faithful  instructions  of  their  tM>mmanding  officer.  Fair 
Oaks,  Fredericksburg,  and  Chancellorsville  witnessed  their  gallantry. 
At  the  latter  place.  Colonel  McKnight,  while  leading  his  troops,  was 
struck  in  the  arm  by  a  ball,  which,  passing  throu^  it,  entered  his  head, 
near  the  left  eye,  and  he  was  instantly  killed.  His  heart  was  for  hia 
whole  country.  He  was  ready  to  suffer,  to  fight,  to  die  for  it,  and  he  fell 
a  noble  sacrifice  upon  its  altar. 


• 


CHAPTER   XXXn. 

THB    8IBGB    OF    SUFFOLK. 
I  (Max,  18^) 

DUEomi  or  trb  Ribil  Oim&AL  Lokqstbbr. — ^Btnomror  of  UnoH  OrnoBB&'  -Oaftubb  op 
HiLL^s  Foot  Battbbt. — TssnMoirr  or  Ginebal  Dul^-Fobobs  dt  Front  or  SurroLE.— 

IjKB*8  FoMB  at  CHA2ffOBLLOB8YILLa. 

Thbbb  is  a  small  stream,  called  the  Kansemond,  flowing  from  the 
northwest  into  one  of  the  many  inlets  on  the  Virginia  coast,  near  the 
mouth  of  the  James  Biver.  Upon  the  banks  of  this  stream  is  the  little 
town  of  Suffolk.  It  was  deemed  a  point  of  strategic  importance,  as  it  was 
situated  at  the  junction  of  two  railways — ^the  Norfolk  and  Petersburg, 
and  the  Portsmouth  and  Weldon. 

Major-General  John  J.  Peck  held  this  strategic  point  with  a  garrison  of 
about  fourteen  thousand  men.  The  leader  and  his  intelligent  soldiers  alike 
appreciated  the  value  of  the  post.  General  Peck  had  learned  from  a  captured 
rebel  mail  of  an  intended  surprise  upon  his  forces,  and  also  upon  those  at 
Fortress  Monroe,  by  General  Longstreet,  one  of  the  most  able  and  daring 
of  the  rebel  commanders.  Longstreet's  design  was  to  make  demonstrations 
upon  Newborn,  Little  Washington,  and  other  points  in  North  Carolina 
hoping  thus  to  draw  the  troops  away  from  the  main  position  he  intended  to 
attack.  These  £eints  upon  the  North  Carolina  towns  were  made,  and 
General  Foster,  who  was  in  command  there,  was  compelled  to  call  for 
reenforcements.  As  soon  as  Longstreet  learned  that  troops  had  been  sent 
to  General  Foster,  he  hurried  on  towards  Suffolk. 

General  Peck  was  on  the  alert.  It  was  indeed  a  fearful  storm  which 
was  about  to  burst  upon  him.  Longstreet,  Hill,  and  Hood,  with  five 
divisions  of  the  rebel  army,  came  rushing  upon  our  lines,  expecting  to 
sweep  all  resistance  before  them.  They  were  met  with  solid  shot,  and 
bursting  shells,  and  bristling  steel.  Admiral  Lee  had  sent  up  the  Nanse- 
mond  a  few  gunboats,  which  very  efficiently  cooperated  in  the  defence.  The 
Arm  resistance  thus  presented  bitterly  disappointed  the  rebels.  They  had 
not  cherished  a  doubt  of  their  ability  to  cross  the  narrow  Nansemcmd,  seize 
the  railroad  in  the  rear  of  Suffolk,  capture  the  city  and  its  garrison,  with 
all  its  vast  stores,  and  then,  after  a  holiday  march,  to  occupy  Portsmouth 
and  Norfolk.     It  was  now  manifest  that  they  must  resort  to  a  si^e. 

Longstreet's  flrot  object  was  to  drive  the  gunboats  from  the  river.  Thii 
coxdd  apparently  be  easily  accomplished,  for  the  boats  were  small,  con- 
structed of  wood,  and  the  stream  narrow,  shallow,  and  crooked.  Under 
cover  of  the  night,  they  reared  batteries  at  several  points  which  com- 
manded the  stream,  and  placed  heavy  guns  in  position.     Fortunately,  the 
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riyer  fleet,  which  oonsiBted  of  but  six  armed  tugs  and  fi^ry-boats,  was 
eommanded  by  two  young  officers — Captains  Lee  and  Kowe — of  bravery 
and  skill  equal  to  the  emergence. 

Brigadier-General  Gretty  was  intrusted  with  the  command  of  the 
Nansranond  £iver.  Kobly  he  fulfilled  his  mission.  With  but  five  thou- 
sand men,  he  was  to  hold  a  river-line  eight  miles  long,  and  prevent  forty 
thousand  men  from  crossing  »  stream  too  narrow  to  aUow  an  ordinary 
steamer  to  turn  around.  In  three  days,  by  incredible  exertions,  he  con- 
structed bridges  and  c(Hduroy  roads  ovar  creeks,  swamps,  and  ravines,  to 
facilitate  the  rapid  transportation  of  his  troops  from  one  point  to  another. 
As  soon  as  rebel  batteries  were  unmasked.  General  G^tty,  aided  by  Colonel 
Dutton,  an  efficient  officer  of  engineers,  would,  during  the  night,  have  an 
opposing  battery  with  rifle-pits  constructed,  which  would  inmiediately  open 
a  deadly  Are  upon  the  rebels. 

About  six  miles  from  Suffolk,  there  was  an  elevated  projection  called 
Hill's  Point.  Here  the  rebels  reared  an  earthwork,  mounting  flve  heavy 
rifled  guna  From  this  point  they  ^ectually  commanded  the  river.  Our 
guns  could  only  harmlessly  bury  their  shot  in  the  rebel  parapet.  One  of 
oar  steamers,  the  Mount  Washington,  having  been  disabled  by  a  battery 
higher  up  the  stream,  drifting  down,  grounded  afanost  directly  under  the  guns 
at  Hill's  Point.  Thus  crippled,  Lieutenant  Dawson  maintained  for  six  hours 
one  of  the  most  desperate  contests  recorded,  until  the  rising  tide  floated 
him  otL  lieutenant  Gushing,  of  the  Conmiodore  Barney,  shared  in  this 
fight  As  his  little  steamer  came  out  from  the  unequal  conflict,  she  showed 
the  wounds  of  fifty-eight  balls  and  bullets  in  her  hull  and  machinery. 

Matters  now  seemed  desperate.  Admiral  Lee  was  compelled  to  order 
the  gunboats  to  leave  the  Upper  Nansemond.  Gteneral  Peck  watched  the 
rebels  with  such  a  sleepless  eye,  that  they  could  not  leave  a  point  exposed 
without  receiving  a  damaging  blow.  He  worried  them  continually  with 
reconnoisaanceB  and  sorties,  after  driving  back  their  outposts,  until  they 
reached  their  main  lines,  when  our  weak  columns  would  stubbornly  retire 
before  superior  numbers. 

About  this  time  there  took  place  what  may  be  called  a  very  neat  little 
a&ir,  which  was,  nevertheless,  an  enterprise  calling  into  exercise  great 
soldierly  sagacity  and  courage.  The  rebels  had  taken  possession  of  a  dight 
elevation  on  the  Kansemond  Siver,  where  they  had  erected  a  battery  of 
five  splendid  brass  guns.  Four  of  these  were  twelve-pound  howitzers,  and 
one  a  twenty-four-pounder.  Lieutenant  Dawson  proposed  to  General  Peck 
a  plan  for  the  capture  of  the  works  on  this  eminence,  called  Hill's  Point 
Battery.  It  seemed  feasible,  and  met  with  the  General's  cordial  approval, 
and  it  was  most  gallantly  executed. 

The  battery  was  very  advantageously  situated  at  a  bend  of  the  stream, 
where  it  conimanded,  in  both  directions,  reaches  of  the  river  for  several 
miles.  Lieutenant  Dawson's  design  was  to  dislodge  the  rebels  and  re- 
lieve them  of  their  guns.  The  Eighth  Connecticut  Regiment  and  six  com- 
panies of  the  Eighty-ninth  New  York,  consisting  in  all  of  but  two  hundred 
men,  but  as  heroic  a  band  of  veteran  soldiers  as  ever  faced  a  battery, 
were  marshalled  for  the  enterprise.    Under  the  oommsmd  of  Colonel  John 
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E.  Ward,  of  the  Connecticat  Eighth,  they  embarked  on  board  the  gunboat 
Stepping  Stones.    Their  orders  were : — 

^'  When  the  boat  touches  the  land,  let  ev&rj  man  spring  ashore  at 
once.  Do  not  stop  to  call  the  roll  or  to  form  in  line  of  battle,  bat  rush 
impetuously  forward  the  whole  band,  without  regard  to  military  order, 
directly  upon  the  battery." 

Cautiously  the  gunboat  steamed  up  the  narrow  river,  until  it  came 
within  sight  of  the  rebels.  The  foe  was  on  the  alert,  with  every  gun 
shotted,  and  trained  to  blow  the  audacious  steamer  out  of  the  water. 
Creeping  slowly  along  b^ieath  a  bank  which  slightly  sheltered  them  for 
a  time,  they  crowded  on  all  steam,  and  feigned  that  they  w^^  about  to 
make  a  desperate  attempt  to  run  the  battery.  But  suddenly,  just  as  they 
emerged  from  the  sheltering  bluff,  they  turned  the  bow  of  the  steamer 
towards  the  shore.  The  boat  struck ;  the  gang-planks  were  thrown  out, 
and  before  the  rebels  could  recover  from  their  amazement,  in  lees  than 
^^  five  seconds,"  every  man  sprang  to  the  shore.  Many  of  the  soldiers, 
in  their  ardor,  leaped  up  to  their  armpits  in  the  water.  There  was  not 
an  instant  of  delay.  Without  any  attempt  at  organization,  officers  and 
men  aU  intermingled,  they  rushed  along  with  loud  cheers  through  a  ravine, 
and,  without  the  discharge  of  a  single  shot,  charged  upon  the  rear  of  the 
battery.  The  rebels  had  no  time  to  turn  their  guns.  They  w&re  so  over- 
whelmed with  consternation,  that  they  att^npted  no  resistance  whatever, 
but  threw  up  their  hands,  screaming,  ^^ Don't  fire!  don't  fire;  we  cave, 
we  cave  I" 

The  battery  was  taken  without  the  firing  of  a  bullet  or  the  inflicti<»i 
of  the  slightest  wound.  But  the  hardest  task  still  remained.  Within  the 
sound  of  any  one  of  those  heavy  guns,  there  was  a  rebel  army  of  nearly 
thirty  thousand  men  encamped.  The  tidings  of  the  capture  would  q>eedily 
reach  their  ears.  In  addition  to  the  guns  captured,  the  patriot  troops  had 
taken  one  hundred  and  twelve  rebel  prisoners.  The  prisoners  were  sent  on 
board  the  gunboat,  and  every  man  was  immediately  working  with  the  utmost 
alacrity  in  removing  the  guns  and  military  stores.  The  cannon  were 
speedily  trundled  over  a  ploughed  field  to  the  bluff,  and  weare  hardly  there, 
when  the  rebels  came  rushing  on  in  great  numbers,  swarming  through  the 
woods.  Quite  a  fierce  battle  ensued,  the  patriots  driving  back  the  foe 
with  the  guns  and  anmiunition  which  had  been  just  wrested  from  them. 
The  captured  guns  were  as  by  magic  ranged  around  the  bluffy  and  several 
howitzers  were  dragged  by  the  marine  from  the  gunboats  on  to  the  bank. 
A  vigorous  fire  was  opened  upon  the  rebels  wherever  they  ventured  to 
show  themselves  in  the  woods.  But  they  rapidly  increased  in  numbers, 
pouncing  down  from  their  encampments  upon  the  heroic  little  band,  in 
strength  which  seemed  to  be  irresistible.  In  the  mean  time  reenforce- 
ments  were  sent  to  the  patriots.  They  threw  up  redoubts,  dug  rifle-pits, 
and  were  soon  so  firmly  established  in  the  position  which  they  had  won, 
that  no  efforts  of  the  foe  could  dislodge  them.  The  chagrin  of  the  rebels 
was  excessive,  and  the  exultation  of  the  National  troops  correspondingly 
great.  It  was  indeed  a  brilliant  feat  with  but  two  hundred  men  to  cap- 
ture and  hold  a  strong  battery,  while  whole  Imgades  of  rebels  were  witiihi 
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ft  mile  of  the  spot.  ThoDgli  not  a  man  was  harmed  on  either  side  in 
taking  the  battery,  in  the  subsequent  confliot  the  patriots  lost  four  in 
killed  and  twelve  in  wounded. 

This  important  capture  so  alarmed  the  rebels  that  they  began  imme- 
diately to  act  upon  the  defensive.  Proteetiye  lines  of  great  strength  were 
promptly  reared  for  a  distance  of  many  miles.  They  felled  trees,  planted 
abatis,  and  resorted  to  every  other  source  of.  skilful  engineering,  thus 
paying  the  highest  possible  tribute  to  the  heroism  of  the  small  but  gallant 
band  who  baffled  all  their  efforts. 

Gen^*al  Peck  divided  his  line  of  defence  into  sections,  which  he  in- 
trusted to  his  subordinates.  To  General  Getty  was  assigned  the  longest 
and  the  weakest  portion.  His  men,  gaided  by  the  engineering  skiU 
of  Colonel  Dutton,  who  subsequently  assumed  the  responsibility  for  a  por- 
tion of  the  line,  worked  uncomplainingly  all  the  day  upon  forts,  pits, 
bridges,  batteries,  and  roads,  while  at  night  they  often  performed  picket 
or  fSatigue  duty.  Beenforcements  w^:^  now  rapidly  arriving  for  both 
parties.  Longstreet  had  lost  his  chance.  The  following  dispatch  from 
General  IHx  to  the  War  Department  is  one  among  the  many  testimonials 
that  the  def<mce  of  Su£Eblk  should  be  included  among  the  most  heroic 
deeds  of  the  war : — 

'^  I  deem  it  due  to  the  forces  at  Suffolk  to  notice  briefly  their  gallai^ 
conduct  during  the  last  six  days.  On  Tuesday,  General  Peck's  right  was 
attacked,  and  the  enemy's  advance  was  gallantly  met  by  Colonel  Foster's 
light  troops,  driving  him  back  to  the  line  of  his  pickets.  Anderson's 
Division  was  engaged,  at  the  same  time,  on  the  water-front,  with  our  gun- 
boats and  batteries,  and  suffered  materially.  On  Wednesday,  a  rebel 
battery  of  twenty-pounder  rifled  guns  was  effectually  silenced,  and  an 
attack  on  the  Smith  Briggs,  an  armed  quarto-master's  boat,  was  repulsed. 
Sepeated  attempts  have  been  made  on  our  lines,  but  all  have  been  foiled. 
The  storming  of  the  enemy's  battery  near  the  west  branch  of  the  Nanse- 
mond,  by  General  G^tty  and  the  gunboats  under  Lieutenant  Dawson  of 
tiie  navy,  and  the  capture  of  six  guns  and  two  hundred  prisoners,  closes 
the  operations  of  the  six  days,  against  the  enemy's  large  force,  very  satis- 
ftctorily." 

Longstreet  was  exceedingly  loath  to  relinquish  the  prize  he  had  so 
confidently  expected  to  gain.  He  made  a  few  last,  despairing  efforts,  and 
then  prepared  to  retire,  and  join  General  Lee  in  his  severe  conflict  with 
General  Hooker.  But  General  Peck,  ever  on  the  alert,  had  no  idea  of 
allowing  the  enemy  to  retire  without  merited  chastisement.  On  the  3d 
of  May,  two  columns  were  sent  across  the  river  to  attack  the  retiring 
rebels.  General  Getty  led  one,  seven  thousand  strong.  The  other,  much 
smaller,  was  under  Colonel  Dutton.  They  encountered  a  strong  rear- 
guard, formidably  posted.  Our  troops  attacked  them,  and  from  morning 
until  night,  assailed  them  in  an  incessant  battle,  driving  them  from  all 
iheir  advanced  positions.  Exhausted  by  the  herculean  toils  of  the  day, 
the  patriot  troops  slept  soundly  through  the  night.  When  they  awoke 
the  next  morning,  the  rebels  had  stolen  away.  The  patriots,  at  a  very 
early  hour,  started  eagerly  in  pursuit  of  the  foe.    They  captured  a  few 


898  CIVIL    WAB    IK    AICBBIOA. 

hnndred,  but  the  main  body  had  escaped  across  the  Blackwater.    Thus 
ended  the  siege  of  Suffolk. 

On  the  2d  of  May,  General  Hill  was  confronting  Suffolk  with  from 
thirty  to  fifty  thousand  rebel  troops.  It  is  not  probable  that  Lee  had 
over  fifty  thousand  men  at  Chancellorsyille.  One  object  of.  Stoneman's 
raid  was  to  prevent  the  rebel  general  from  receiving  reenforcements  from 
Suffolk.  Strange,  incomprehensible  was  the  fatality  by  which  that  num- 
ber drove  the  patriot  army,  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  strong, 
across  the  Bappahannock.  The  mystery  of  the  disaster  at  Chancellors- 
ville  has  never  been  solved.  From  the  most  reliable  evidence  which  can 
be  obtained,  General  Lee's  army,  at  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Chancellors- 
ville,  consisted  of  eight  divisions,  each  about  eight  thousand  strong.  Four 
of  these  divisions  had  been  sent  under  Longstreet  for  the  capture  of  Suf- 
folk, leaving  but  four  to  assail  General  Hooker.  General  Wise,  with  five  thou- 
sand men,  made  a  demonstration  upon  Williamsburg,  in  order,  as  we  have 
mentioned,  to  weaken  Suffolk.  After  the  feint,  his  troops  undoubtedly 
joined  Longstreet.  Not  less  than  twelve  thousand  troops  joined  Long- 
street  from  North  Carolina.  That  General  Peck,  with  the  limited  force 
under  his  command,  should  have  held  in  check  and  defeated  the  designs 
of  such  superior  numbers,  testifies  alike  to  his  military  ability  and  the 
gallantry  of  his  troops. 

Had  not  General  Feck  kept  a  large  force  of  rebels  busy  at  Suffolk,  it 
is  probable  that  the  repulse  at  Chancellorsville  would  have  proved  a  terri- 
ble disaster.  It  appears  to  be  clearly  established  that  Longstreet  took  no 
part  in  the  battle  at  Chancellorsvilla  General  Bobert  £.  Lee,  in  his 
official  report  of  the  battle,  transmitted  to  the  rebel  Congress  by  Jeff. 
Davis,  December  31st,  1868,  says  of  General  Longstreet,  that  he  ^^  was 
detached  for  service  south  of  the  James  River  in  February,  and  did  not 
rejoin  the  army  till  after  the  battle  of  ChanceUorsville." 

The  rebel  troops  who  had  been  so  gallantly  repulsed  at  Suffolk  soon 
after  joined  General  Lee,  and  then,  in  a  combined  force  of  about  one 
hundred  thousand  men,  commenced  their  memorable  invasion  of  Mary- 
land and  Pennsylvania.  Lee  had  at  Gettysburg  nearly  fifty  thousand 
more  men  than  he  had  at  Chancellorsville. 
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THE    CAMPAIGN    OF    GBTTT8BUB0 

(Jane  S0Ul  to  July  14th,  ISn.) 

Thb  Plait  of  GxraBAL  Lbb.— Bbbbl  STifPATBizilM.— Apathy  or  thv  PmrerLTANiAKB.— 
BvEB^mo  MovaiiBiiT  or  GsioaAL  Hooebb.— GnnBAL  Umaim  Inyibkid  witb  thb  Com- 

3iCAXD.--G0NCS]ITBJLn0N  Of  TUB  ABXIBS  AT    GbTTTSBUBO. — DBBCBIPTION  OF  THB  REGIOK. — 

Thb  Thbeb  Days'  Battle.— Dbath  or  Gbkbral  REYNOLDa — Rspulsb  of  thb  Rbbbls. 
— iNomENTS  or  thb  Fight.— Thb  Rbtbbat  ahd  Pursuit. — Sobhes  ArraB  thb  Battlb. — 
Thb  Samtfaby  Oomossioir. — ^Anbodotb8. 

It  bad  beoome  necessary  fcfr  Lee  to  advance.  The  restless  sentiment 
of  the  South  called  for  snch  a  movement  The  hearts  of  the  rebels  chafed 
under  the  galling  consdonsness  that  the  North,  as  a  whole,  sat  prosper- 
ousl J  comfortable  in  its  home,  and  waged  the  war  at  arm's  length,  out 
of  sight  of  its  women  and  children,  and  fed  its  armies  from  the  disputed 
fields.  In  their  infatuated  ignorance,  they  believed  that  it  was  only 
necessary  that  Lee  should  move  rapidly  into  the  rich  fiGorm-lands  of  Penn- 
sylvania to  reverse  the  humiliating  picture,  to  replenish  their  dwindling 
supplies,  and  to  retaliate  on  the  N(»rth  the  bitter  and  actual  presence  of 
war  in  their  midst.  The  only  show  of  reason  for  this  extraordinary  im- 
pression seems  to  have  been  in  the  undeniable  reduction  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  by  the  return  of  many  raiments  whose  term  of  service  had 
e^ired,  imd  in  the  well-understood  position  of  the  dastardly  peace  party 
at  the  N(»rth,  which  was  recognized  as  clearly  as  it  was  despised,  in  its 
readiness  to  betray  the  Christ  of  Freedom  with  its  loathsome  kiss.  Some 
rumors  of  dissatisfaction  and  degeneracy  in  the  forces  of  Hooker,  after  the 
luckless  battle  of  Chancellorsville,  also  prevailed,  and  undoubtedly  con- 
tributed their  share  to  the  boastful  anticipations  with  which  the  movement 
wasuj^ed. 

The  rebel  military  leaders,  it  is  believed,  hoped  to  combine  in  their 
tempting  programme  the  overwhelming  defeat  of  Hooker's  army,  the  cap- 
ture of  Washington,  and  a  general  forage  of  Pennsylvania,  with  operations 
as  much  more  extensive  and  destructive,  and  as  much  &rther  north,  as 
circumstances  should  appear  to  favor.  That  such  a  gigantic  scheme  should 
have  appeared  feasible  to  the  sagacious  Lee,  as  he  looked  upon  his  worn 
and  iUy-fitted,  though  magnificently  organized  army  of  ninety  thousand 
men,  is  one  of  those  stupendous  blunders  which  are  freighted  with  conse- 
quences of  such  eternal  moment,  that  they  seem  to  be  explainable  only  on 
die  theory  of  the  anci^ent  belief  that  there  are  those  whom  the  gods  wish 
to  destroy.  In  their  inexplicable  and  causeless  confidence,  the  rebel  leaders 
disdained  secrecy,  and  flauntingly  proclaimed  their  intentions  fSar  and  near. 
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For  days,  and  even  weeks,  before  the  army  was  ready  to  move,  spicy  edt. 
torials  in  their  leading  papers  discussed  the  comparative  advantages  of  the 
ditfereut  routes  by  which  the  army  might  reach  its  destination,  aid  gloated 
in  premature  delight  over  the  golden  plenty  with  which  they  would  be 
feasted  and  supplied,  through  love,  by  their  Copperhead  friends,  and 
through  fear,  by  their  foes.  Every  day  brought  reports  from  all  sources, 
minute  and  reliable,  of  these  boasts,  and  q£  the  preparations  for  movement 
of  which  they  were  the  forerunners.  But  there  seemed,  in  some  quarters, 
and  in  those,  too,  where  it  would  have  been  least  looked  for,  a  strange  in- 
sensibility to  the  approaching  danger — ^none  the  less  real  that  it  was  so 
boldly  unmasked.  Most  apathetic  of  aU  were  the  farmers,  whose  lands 
lay  plainly  in  the  road  (^  the  invaders,  and  ^^n  whose  granaries  aud 
stables,  the  hungry  and  revengefril  eyes  of  the  approaehing  foe  w«re  fixed. 
It  was  impossible  to  rouse  them  to  any  concerted  action ;  almost  impossi- 
ble to  convince  their  phlegmatic  indifference  that  there  was  any  necessity 
for  action  at  alL 

Fortunately  General  Hooker  was  on  the  alert,  and  by  his  attack  on 
General  Stuart  at  Beverly  Ford,  most  seriously  derMiged  the  entire  rebel 
plan.  This  attack  was  made  by  a  cavalry  force  under  Gtenerai  Pleasonton, 
and  besides  compelling  Stuart  to  feJl  badk  and  abandon  his  intuition  oi 
harassing  and  diverting  Hooker's  advance,  gave  us  the  incalculable  advan- 
tage of  a  perusal  of  the  private  papers  of  the  discomfited  commander. 
Among  these  were  found  the  general  order  for  a  rapid  advance  into  Penn* 
sylvania — thus  making  apparent  both  the  plan  of  the  rebeb  and  the 
means  needftd  to  thwart  it.  General  Hooker,  with  his  characteristic 
energy,  put  his  army  at  once  in  motion,  and  th«i  comm^ioed  the  raoe,  which 
was  one  neither  of  swiftness  nor  of  strength,  but  of  subtle  caution.  The 
intricacy  of  the  positions  at  this  crisis  has  hardly  be^x  appreciated.  Too 
precipitate  a  concentration  norAward  for  the  d^^^oe  of  Pennsylvania 
would  leave  Washington  open.  Too  exclusive  regard  to  Washingtoa 
might  bring  ruin  on  the  Ixmier.  The  masterly  skill  with  which  General 
Hooker,  while  hurrying  on  by  forced  marches,  still  held  his  forces  so  dis- 
posed as  to  guard  i^ainst  both  these  perils,  so  as  to  be  instantly  ready  to 
meet  either,  has  written  him  a  general  for  {Jl  time,  and  will  forever  lead 
the  student  of  the  history  of  this  war  to  regret,  that  th^re  should  have 
been  occasion  for  his  sudden  removal  from  conamand  at  the  very  crisis  of 
danger. 

In  the  mean  time  ibe  authorities  of  Pennsylvania  were  not  idle.  On 
the  11th  (rf  June,  General  Couch  and  Major-General  "W.  S.  H.  Brooks  had 
been  detailed  for  the  command  of  its  defenoe ;  General  Ooach  to  the  De- 
partment of  the  Susquehanna,  with  his  head*quart^»  at  Harrisburg,  which 
was  seriously  menaced,  and  Major-General  Brooks  to  the  Department  of 
tiie  Monongahela,  with  his  head-quarters  at  Pittsburg.  The  next  daf 
stirring  appeals  were  issued  by  both  commanders,  and  by  Governor  Ourtin 
of  Pennsylvania,  summoning  the  inhabitants  of  tiie  State  to  the  defence  ot 
their  homes.  The  response  was  tardy  and  incomplete.  Dista'ust  of 
Government  measures,  uncertainty  as  to  what  point  would  be  the  one  of 
most  real  and  immediate  danger,  and,  more  than  all,  phlegmy  held  back  the 
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feet  which  should  have  flown  to  the  service  of  their  threatened  State. 
Kew  York  and  New  Jersey  militia  were  more  promptly  offered ;  and  after 
the  rebel  Jenkins,  with  his  cavahry,  had  swept  through  Chambersbnrg  and 
the  valleys  west  of  the  South  Mountain,  gathering  up  audaciously  the 
horses,  cattle,  and  stores  of  all  kinds,  which  had  not  been  concealed  from 
them,  Philadelphia  opened  h&^  eyed,  and  arose  with  some  show  of  earnest 
activity. 

The  week  was  one  of  terror,  confiwion,  and  doubt.  The  vast  army  of 
Lee,  like  a  giant  monster  preparing  to  spring,  turning  its  head  now  in  this 
direction,  now  in  that,  making  deceptive  dashes,  and  then  retiring  stealthily 
iaito  concealment,  was  working  its  way  slowly  onward,  but  to  what  precise 
point,  no  one  knew,  no  one  could  dare  predict.  Philadelphia  and  Wash- 
mgton  were  equally  in  panic,  since,  thbugh  but  one  was  in  immediate  dan- 
ger, it  might  be  either.  Baltimore  also,  on  Monday  evening,  the  29th,  had 
been  startled  nearly  out  of  its  disloyal  wits,  by  the  impudent  daring  of  a 
few  rebel  horsemen,  who  had  ventured  sufficiently  near  the  city  to  insure 
Ae  report  of  their  presence  being  carried  in  by  swift-running  fright. 
Anxious  patriotism,  all  over  the  country,  held  its  breath,  and  waited  from 
day  to  day,  and  Inmr  to  hour,  for  some  decisive  news.  On  Saturday,  the 
27th,  in  the  simple  but  forcible  words  of  one  of  the  clearest-flighted  corre- 
spondents of  the  war,  "  nobody  knew  what  Lee  was  about."  On  Monday 
all  was  changed.  It  was  apparent  that  he  was  concentrating  in  the 
▼icinity  of  Gettysburg — devoted,  hiallowed  Gettysburg!  The  rebel 
Grenerals  Longstreet  and  Hill  were  at  Fayetteville,  and  on  the  night  of 
Monday,  the  29th,  their  camp-fires  bla2sed  on  the  eastern  slope  of  the 
mountain,  in  full  view  of  Gettysburg. 

Greneral  Meade,  whd  had  assumed  the  commarid  on  the  28th,  made  in- 
Btant  and  correspoiviing  chatiges  in  the  position  of  his  troops,  sending  General 
Buford,  on  Tu^ay,  the  30th,  with  a  cavalry  force  of  six  thousand  men,  to 
make  a  reconnoissance  on  the  Chambersbnrg  road,  where,  they  encamped 
for  the  nightl  •  The  J'irst  Corps,  numbering  eight  thousand  men,  under 
the  lamented  General  Reynolds^  and  the  Eleventh  Corps,  numbering  fif- 
teen thousand  men,  under  General  Howm^,  were  sent  to  a  position  on  the 
southwest,  within  four  miles  of  Gettysburg,  where  they  also  encamped. 
Of  the  rebel  forces.  Hill's  Corps,  and  tiiat  of  Longstreet,  with  two  divisions 
of  Ewell's,  were  encamped  within  a  short  distance  of  the  town.  Strange 
sight  for  the  peaceful  stars  of  heaven,  through  the  hours  of  that  summer 
night — one  hundred  and  five  thousand  sleeping  men,  who  were  to  meet  each 
other  in  deadly  fight  on  the  morrow,  to  thousands  of  whom  the  next  sleep 
would  be  the  sleep  of  death !  Before  entering  upon  the  details  of  this 
battle,  it  will  be  neoessary  to  give  some  general  idea  of  the-  situation 
of  the  town  of  Gettysburg,  and  of  the  points  occupied  by  the  different 
corps  of  each  army.  By  a  reference  to  the  accompanying  map,  the  de- 
scription will  be  intelligible.  Between  two  ranges  of  hills,  the  Catoctin 
and  the  South  Mountain,  is  a  narrow  valley  which  has  always  been  distin- 
guished for  its  fertile  beauty.  At  the  head  of  this  valley,  on  a  gentle  west- 
em  slope,  and  forming  a  focal  centre  for  roads  running  north,  south,  east, 
and  west,  lies  the  town  of  Gettysburg.     A  mile  to  the  east  of  the  town 
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nms  Bock  Creek,  the  chief  of  the  head-waters  of  the  Monocacy  Kiver. 
The  situation  is  one  of  snrpassing  beauty,  and  as  it  is  the  shire  town  of 
Adams  County,  and  a  town  of  some  eight  thousand  inhabitants,  it  is  quite 
a  business  and  social  centre  foi:  that  part  of  the  State.  We  will  imagine 
that  we  are  approaching  the  town  from  the  southeast,  on  the  Baltimore 
road. 

Looking  towards  the  north,  we  see  a  high  wooded  ridge,  which  we  as- 
cend by  a  gradual  slope.  At  the  summit  of  this  ridge,  on  our  left,  is  holy 
ground,  long  since  baptized  in  tears,  where  for  years  the  cherished  dead 
of  Gettysburg  have  been  laid  to  sleep  that  sleep  which  no  thunders  but 
those  of  the  archangel's  final  trump  can  disturb. 

**  life's  labor  done,  leourelj  laid  in  this  their  last  retreat, 
Unheeded  o'er  their  silent  dust,  the  storms  of  life  shall  beat'* 

On  their  right,  half  a  mile  distant,  is  ground  oiow  no  less  holy — newly 
consecrated  by  the  baptism  of  blood — the  God-inspired  position  of  Steiu- 
wehr  early  in  "Wednesday's  fight. 

These  two  positions  are  most  esseutial  to  be  remembered.  As  we  fol- 
low this  Cemetery  Ridge  southward,  we  find  it  at  first  curving  towards  the 
east,  diminishing  in  height,  and  crossed  by  the  Taneytown  road ;  but  it 
rises  again  suddenly  at  the  distance  of  a  mile  from  the  cemetery,  and 
forms  two  hills,  well  defined  and  rock-sided,  called  Round  Top  and  Little 
Round  Top.  Upon  the  summit  of  Round  Top,  General  Meade  established 
his  signal-station,  and  posted  the  extreme  left  of  his  line. 

A  mile  away  to  the  northwest  rises  Seminary  Hill,  with  its  wooded 
crest  sloping  graceftdly  towards  the  south.  At  its  base  is  the  Lutheran 
Seminary.  Upon  this  outer  and  lower  ridge,  which,  beiiding  in  towards 
the  town,'  crossed  the  Chambersburg,  Hagersio^i}^  and  Emmetsburg  ro^uls. 
General  Lee  concentrated  his  army  in  a  line  about  eight  miles  in  extent. 
*rhus  posted,  they  formed.,  a  circling  sweep  around  the  higher  Cemeter^ 
Ridge,  upon  which  the  patriot  tw)ops  were  stationed.'  •      ' 

Early  on  the  looming  of  "Wednesd&y,  July  1st,  General  Reynolds,  in  pur- 
suance of  his  orders  to  occupy  Grettysburg,  sent  forward  a  reconnoitring 
body  of  cavalry,  under  General  Buford,  which  was  almost  immediately 
engaged  by  the  rebel  advance.  General  Reynolds,  who  was  following 
closely  with  the  First  Corps,  kindled  to  martial  rage  by  the  first  sound  of 
battle,  dashed  into  and  through  the  town,  and,  forming  his  line  under  cover  of  ^ 
Seminary  Hill,  opened  instantly  a  ftirious  attack  upon  the  enemy,  boldly 
hurling  his  eight  thousand  war-worn  veterans  against  twenty  thousand 
unwearied  by  marching.  Realizing,  however,  the  fearftd  odds,  he  sent  an 
urgent  message  to  General  Howard  to  advance  as  rapidly  as  possible  with 
the  Eleventh  Corps.  For  two  hours,  the  gallant  eight  thousand  not  only 
held  their  ground,  but  fiercely  drove  back  their  foes,  whenever  they  charged 
upon  them ;  the  left  wing  standing  firm  as  a  rock,  and  the  right,  though 
weaker  and  ofl;en  so  heavily  pressed  that  it  was  forced  to  yield  temporarily, 
dashing  up  the  hill  again,  and  defiantly  r^aining,  with  a  thinner  line,  its 
original  position.     Glorious  among  the  Spartan  corps  flashed  the  Iron 
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Brigade  * — ^well  named — resistless  as  "Western  nerve  and  muscle  can  be — 
dutching  helpless  in  their  grasp  the  entire  rebel  brigade  of  Gkneral 
Archer,  which  had  sought  to  turn  their  flank.  Foremost  in  the  firay  rode 
the  undaunted  Bejnolds,  to  meet,  alas!  the  relentless  death  which 
had  marked  his  brave  life  for  that  day's  first  crown  of  holy  sacrifice. 
Xo  time  was  there,  however,  to  stay  even  for  a  look  at  the  dead.t 
The  courageous  Doubleday,  who  had  brought  tried  nerves  firom  Sumter's 
walls,  sprang  into  the  breach,  and  the  fight  went  on.  Noon  came,  and 
passed,  and  no  help  for  the  dwindling  band,  who  stood  among  their  dead 
immovable.  At  last,  at  one  o'clock,  came  Barlow's  and  Schurz's  Divisions 
of  the  Eleventh  Qorps,  burning  to  wipe  out  the  memory  of  Chancellors viUe, 
and  eager  to  saveithe  hard-pressed  First.  They  formed  on  the  right,  an^ 
stayed  the  faltering  line  for  a  space.  The  remainder  of  the  Eleventh 
Corps,  under  Steinwehr,  was  moved  rapidly  forward  to  occupy  Cemetery 
Hill.  This  order/on  the  part  of  Howard,  the  noble  and  Christian  general, 
was  one  of  those/flivine  inspirations  on  which  destinies  tum.:^  It  gave  hxnx 
a  stronghold  of^efence  and  shelter,  when  it  became  necessary  to  retire,  as 
his  military  eye  clearly  foresaw  that  it  must  soon  be,  when  sixteen  thou- 
sand men  were  confronted  by  forty  thousand.  From  one  until  nearly  four 
they  struggled  against  the  constantly  increasing  odds.  But  no  human 
bravery,  no  endurance  could  outlast  such  a  concentration  of  the  fire  of 
superior  numbers.  The  wearied  right,  which  had  been  most  sorely  tried 
through  the  day,  yielded  first,  but  fell  back  steadily  till  they  reached  the 
town.  Here  an  ill  destiny  awaited  them.  Conftised  by  their  oflicers 
attempting  to  manoeuvre  them  through  cross-streets,  and  stung  by  the 
familiar  battle-yell  of  "  Stonewall "  Jackson's  men  in  their  rear,  they  broke 
into  inextricable  confiision,  and  fell  an  easy  and  wholesale  prey  to  theii 
pursuers,  losing  one  thousand  and  two  hundred  men  in  the  incredibly  short 


*  *  <*  Well-tried  tsoopB  those— no  fear  of  fheir  flinching ;  yeterans  of  ft  score  of  battles — in  tbq 
war,  some  of  them,  from  thfi  very  start ;  with  the  first  at  Philippi,  Laurel  Hill,  Oarrick's  Ford, 
Cheat  Mountain,  and  all  the  Western  Yiiginia  campaign ;  trusted  of  Shields  at  Windiester,  and 
of  Lander  at  Romney  and  Bloomery  Gkip ;  through  the  campaign  of  the  Shenan<ioah  V'alley,  and 
with  the  Armj  of  the  Potomac  in  every  march  to  the  red  slaughter-sowing  that  still  had  brought 
no  harvest  of  victory.  Meredith's  old  Iron  Brigade  was  the  Nineteenth  Indiana,  Twenty-fourth 
Michigan,  Sixth  and  Seventh  Wisconsin — veterans  all,  and  well  mated  with  the  brave  New 
Yorkers  whom  Wadsworth  also  led." — CincimuUi  Cktzetie, 

f  "  Ckneral  Reynolds  fell  a  victim  to  his  cool  bravery  and  zeaL  As  was  hii  custom,  he  rode 
in  front  of  his  men,  placing  them  in  position,  and  urging  them  to  the  fight,  when  he  was  shot 
through  the  head,  as  was  supposed,  by  a  rebel  sharpshooter,  and  died  shortly  afterwards.  He 
has  been  charged  with  rashness,  with  prematurely  bringing  on  the  battle.  It  would  be  more  just 
to  say  that  he  had  but  little  agency  in  bringing  it  on ;  that  it  was  forced  on  us  by  the  rebels ; 
that  if  they  had  not  been  held  in  check  that  day,  they  would  have  pressed  on  and  obtained  th« 
impregnable  position  which  we  were  enabled  to  hold ;  and  that,  most  of  all,  the  hand  of  Provi- 
dence, who  gave  us,  at  last,  a  signal  victory,  was  in  the  arrangements  of  that  day." — Nbtet  on 
UuBaiOeof  QdiytSmrg, by  IL  Jacobs, p.  21 

X  "  The  other  division  of  the  Eleventh  Corps,  under  €toneral  Stehiwehr,  by  the  prudent  Toit^ 
thought  and  wise  generalship  of  General  Howard,  was  at  once  sent  forward  to  occupy  Cemetery 
Hill,  on  the  south  side  of  the  town,  and  to  provide  for  the  contingency  which  happened  three 
hours  afterwards,  and  which  he  must  have  foreseen.  To  this  happy  forethought  we  may,  in  a 
great  measure,  under  God,  attribute  the  fitvorable  results  of  the  battle  of  the  two  succeeding  days.'* 
— /d,  jp.  25. 
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Space  of  twenty  minnteB.  The  remainder  fled,  in  utter  rent,  to  the  hills 
on  the  south,  where  they  were,  with  great  diflSculty,  reorganized. 

In  the  mean  time  the  sturdy  left  wing,  which  had  borne  so  steady  a 
firont  since  morning,  had  received  at  half-past  three  the  onset  of  A.  P. 
Hill's  entire  corps.  In  vain  Generals  Doubleday,  Robinson,  and  the  in- 
domitable Wadsworth,  with  his  Iron  Brigade,  stood  to  resist  it.  The  fire 
'was  such  as  veterans  never  saw  before.  Brave  men  sprang  from  one  falling 
horse  to  another  and  another.  In  thirty  minutes  Cutler's  Brigade  had 
not  one  staff  officer  who  had  not  lost  his  horse.  General  Cutler  himself 
had  three  horses  shot  tmder  him.  It  was  utter  carnage,  certain  death, 
not  war.  The  line  wavered;  the  enemy  pressed  on;  the  retreat  com- 
menced ;  pursued  and  pursuers  pushed  through  the  town  tumultuously ; 
Gettysburg  was  lost,  and  the  day  looked  dark  indeed.'^ 

Suddenly  from  the  Hill  of  Refuge  to  the  south,  our  artillery  blazed  a 
defiant  check  to  the  triumphing  pursuit ;  all  was  not  lost ;  all  was  gained. 
A  rallying  centre,  a  position  difiSciilt  to  assault,  and  time  for  the  Union 
forces  to  come  up,  was  all  that  we  needed.  For  the  first,  God  had  built  a 
hill ;  and  now  came  merciful  night,  to  give  us  the  second.  The  night  was 
passed  on  both  sides  in  makinfi^  the  most  active  preparations  for  the  morrow. 
Ldlj  the  i«mnant8  of  our  two  corps  busied  themselves  in  fortifying  the 
heights  which  had  saved  them  from  destruction  on  the  day  before,  but 
i^vhich  might  afford  them  only  a  grave  on  the  next. 

If  reenforcements  did  not  reach  them  they  were  lost,  for  the  sldlighter 
of  one  day  had  left  them  but  a  wearied  fragment  of  the  force  which  even 
in  the  outset  was  outnumbered  nearly  two  to  one.  The  glorious  Iron  Brigade, 
which  stood  up  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  strong  to  meet  the 
onset  of  Hill's  Corps,  reached  Cemetery  Hill  with  but  seven  hundred  men. 
The  brigade  by  its  side,  fifteen  hundred  men  at  noon,  at  night  read  its  roll 
of  death  and  wounds  and  loss,  thirteen  hundred  and  thirty-three  privates 
imd  fifty-four  officers.  It  was  a  night  of  solemn  grief  and  earnest  work 
among  the  silent  monuments  of  the  dead. 

Below,  in  the  town,  the  flushed  and  boastfiil  rebels  rested  satisfled. 
They  jeered  at  the  dismayed  citizens,  and  vaunted  loudly  of  the  certain 
success  of  the  morrow.  But  they  little  knew  what  it  had  in  store.  Before 
midnight  our  feeble  and  exhausted  band  was  cheered  by  the  arrival  of  the 
Twelfth  Corps,  under  General  Slocum,  and  the  Third^  under  General 

*  ^  The  officers,  brave  almost  alwaje  to  a  fault,  sought  to  keep  them  in.  One— his  name  de- 
serves to  be  remembered — Captain  Richardson,  of  the  Seventh  Wisconsin,  seized  the  colors  of  a 
retreatinjc  Pennsjlvania  regiment,  and  strove  to  rally  the  men  around  their  &ag.  It  was  in  vain : 
aone  but  troops  that  have  been  tried  as  bj  fire  can  be  re-formed  under  such  a  storm  of  deatlL 
But  the  oaptain,  left  akme  and  almost  in  the  rebel  hands,  held  on  to  the  flaunting  oolors  of  another 
regiment  that  made  him  a  conspicuous  target,  and  brought  them  safely  off. 

*^  Wadsv^orth  still  holds  on — ^for  a  few  minutes  more  his  braves  protract  the.  carnival  of  death. 
Doubleday  managed  to  get  three  regiments  over  to  their  support;  Colonel  Biddle's  Pennsjlvania 
regiment  came  in  and  behaved  most  gallantly.  Colonel  Stephenson,  who  all  the  day  had  been 
serving  in  the  hottest  of  the  fight  as  aide  to  Meredith,  relieved  a  wounded  oolonel,  and  strove  t« 
rally  his  regiment  Meredith  himself,  with  his  Antietam  wound  hardly  yet  ceasing  to  pain  him, 
is  struck  agam — a  mere  bruise,  however— on  the  head,  with  a  piece  of  e^elL  At  the  same  instant 
his  large,  neavy  horse  falls,  mortally  wounded,  bears  the  general  tmder  him  to  the  ground,  and 
beats  him  there^  with  his  head  and  shouMers,  in  his  deatli  convulsions." — Oineinnati  Ga»ttk, 
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Sickles.  At  one  A.  M.,  the  confident  and  aasnred  bearing  of  the  Commallde^ 
in-Chief  iu  their  midst,  gave  them  new  life  and  courage.  Shortly  after  day- 
light came  the  strong  aid  of  the  Second  and  Fifth  Corps.  The  sun  of  Thurs- 
day rose  upon  a  changed  picture.  The  hills  of  Cemetery  Eidge  bristled 
W}th  a  new  army,  and  the  rebels,  who  had  dreamed  through  the  night  of 
easy  and  unquestioned  victory  over  the  exhausted  survivors  of  Wednes- 
day's battle,  found  themselves,  to  their  dismay,  confronted  by  the  greater 
portion  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  By  a  glance  here  at  the  map,  the 
reader  can  comprehend  the  simple  beauty  of  General  Meade's  plan. 

Cemetery  Hill,  forming  the  apex  of  the  triangle  in  which  our  forces 
were  disposed,  perfectly  commanded  the  town  and  the  entire  valley  in, 
front,  through  which  the  rebels  must  advance  to  attack  our  centre.  Our 
lines,  gradually  diverging  from  this  central  tower  of  strength  to  th€^ 
southwest  and  southeast,  formed  the  sides  of  the  triangle,  outside  of  whicli^ 
and  therefore  on  a  larger  triangle,  the  enemy  must  operate.  This  gave  us 
the  incalculable  advantage  of  moving  on  the  interior  and  shorter  lines, 
and  enabled  us  to  throw  our  reserves,  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Cc»^,  rapidly 
to  east  or  west,  as  might  be  most  needed.  Major-General  Howard  held 
the  centre,  with  the  Eleventh  Corps.  The  right  leg  of  the  triangle  was 
made  by  the  remnant  of  the  First  Corps  and  the  Twelfth,  under  Major- 
General  Slocum,  and  lay  to  the  right  of  the  Baltimore  road.  The  left 
side  of  the  triangle  was  formed  by  the  Second  Corps,  under  Major- 
General  Hancock,  and  the  Third,  imder  Major-General  Sickles,  and  lay 
between  the  Taneytown  and  Emmetsburg  roads.  Through  Thursday  fore- 
noon  the  rebels  were  inexplicably  quiet.  Had  they  opened  the  attack  in 
the  early  morning,  before  our  reenforcements  had  recovered  from  the 
fatigue  of  their  forced  marches,  and  before  the .  carefrd  disposition  of  the 
different  corps  had  been  made,  the  result  might  have  been  different.  But 
Aey  were  occupied  in  making  temporary  fortifications  in  the  town,  in 
hurrying  up  the  rest  of  their  troops,  and  in  deliberating  upon  the  dilemmA 
of  &iding  themselves,  to  quote  from  General  Lee's  own  words,  "unex- 
pectedly confronted  by  the  Federal  army." 

The  afternoon  had  b^un  to  wane  before  they  were  ready  to  mi^e  the 
attack,  for  which  we  were  waiting,  silent  and  immovable  as  the  hills  on 
which  we  stood.  At  four  o'clock,  Longstreet  hurled  the  entire  strength  of  hi* 
division  against  our  left,  opening  with  a  storm  of  artillery,  and  then  plung- 
ing forward  with  an  infantry  charge.  The  brave  Third,  under  the  imper- 
turbable Sickles,  stood  like  granite  blocks.  They  were  tried  troops ;  the 
enemy,  thirty  to  forty  thousand  in  number,  beat  vainly  on  their  lines 
again  and  again.  But  a  new  danger  threatened  them  on  the  left  flank. 
Stealthily  one  of  Longstreet's  divisions  was  aiming  to  get  between  them 
and  Bound  Top  Hill.  A  glance  at  the  accompanying  map  will  show  ho^ 
&tal  would  have  been  the  success  of  this  manoeuvre.  On  Bound  Top 
were  only  three  or  four  batteries,  the  one  at  the  extreme  left  commanded 
by  Captain  Bigelow,  of  the  Massachusetts  Ninth.  "  For  God's  sake  hold 
on  till  we  can  get  up  more  batteries  and  men,"  was  Sickles's  imploring  cry, 
rather  than  order.  His  infSemtry  was  swaying  backward,  almost  breaking. 
No  wonder  under  such  an  overwhelming  charge.    If  the  artillery  failed, 
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ftil  was  lost,  and  rebel  batteries  on  Eonnd  Top  wonld  shell  onr  entire  line  I 
One  battery  of  the  foe  was  already  np.  Honor  even  to  rebels,  who  nnlim- 
bered  their  pieces  at  the  mnzzles  of  Bigelow's  gnns !  He  blew  the  devoted 
men  in  fragments  throngh  the  air.  Still  others  pressed  on,  in  their  places, 
climbing,  reckless  of  death,  over  his  gnns,  and  dashing  ont  the  brains  pf 
his  gunners.  Two  of  his  sergeants,  three  of  his  artillerists,  twenty-two 
of  his  men  were  gone,  he  himself  shot  throngh  the  side,  his  horses  killed, 
fonr  of  his  gnns  dragged  off  with  infernal  cheers,  and  still  he  held  the  hill, 
nntil  Major  McQilvray's  two  batteries  got  np  and  in  position  to  ponr  in 
an  enfilading  fire. 

At  the  base  of  the  hfll  was  General  Barnes  with  his  division — all  brave 
men — Michigan,  Maine,  Pennsylvania,  and  New  York.  Fnrionsly  the 
enemy  threw  themselves  npon  them.  Ronnd  Top  mnst  be  held  if  the 
battle  were  not  to  be  lost.  Lond,  even  above  the  deadly  roar  of  the  can- 
non, rang  ont  the  gallant  Colonel  Vincent's  words, "  Don't  yield  one  inch  !" 
But,  at  the  same  instant,  his  inspiring  voice  was  silenced.  Down,  from 
the  exposed  rock  on  which  he  had  leaped,  waving  his  sword  in  the  air, 
he  fell,  bleeding,  in  the  agonies  of  a  shattered  thigh.  The  whole  division  of 
Barnes  stood  as  firm  as  the  ground  they  were  determined  to  hold.  The 
rebels  came  on  yelling  and  running  with  the  fixed  bayonet  charge  which  so 
few  troops  can  withstand ;  but  the  patriots  did  not  waver.  It  was  not  an 
attack  in  line,  it  was  not  a  charge,  it  was  a  melee^  a  carnival  of  death. 
Men  hewed  each  other's  faces ;  they  grappled  in  close  embrace,  murder  to 
both  ;  and  all  throngh  it  rained  shot  and  shell,  from  one  hundred  pieces 
of  artillery  along  the  ridge. 

While  Barnes's  Division  was  thus  superhnmanly  resisting,  the  First  wa« 
in  danger  of  being  driven  back  and  almost  trampled  under  foot  by  the  rush 
of  the  advancing  enemy.  But  just  in  time  to  save  them  from  utter  annihila- 
tion, came  np  General  Ayres's  steady-marching  division  and  turned  the 
tide  of  victory.  Gloriously  the  two  brigades  of  regulars  swept  down,  saved 
the  First,  and  repelled  the  rebels.  These  were  the  men  who  held  on  all 
day  in  front  of  Fredericksburg,  sullenly  looking  at  the  heights  they  could 
BOt  capture,  and  reftising  to  obey  the  order  to  fall  back,  though  their  am- 
munition was  gone,  and  they  were  powerless  to  advance. 

Great  deeds  were  performed  on  both  sides  in  this  desperate  struggle. 
Colonel  Jeffards,  of  the  Michigan  Fourth,  sprang  forward,  and  with  one 
hand  snatched  a  flag  from  a  rebel  soldier,  while,  with  the  other,  he  dis- 
charged the  contents  of  his  revolver  full  in  the  rebel's  face,  A  sharp  bayo- 
net thrust  from  a  rebel  in  the  rear  gave  him  his  mortal  wound,  and  he 
fell  to  the  earth,  holding  the  life-bought  flag  close  to  his  heart  with  the 
death-grasp.  The  rebel,  too,  dropped  instantly  by  an  avenging  bullet 
from  a  patriot's  hand.  And  there  they  lay,  as  they  fell,  the  three  brave  men, 
and  tlie  flag  drenched  with  their  common  blood. 

But  the  redemption  of  Bound  Top  was  on  the  way.  General  Meade 
had  detailed  the  Fourth  and  Fifth  Brigades  of  the  Pennsylvania  Reserves, 
commanded  by  General  Crawford,  to  clear  the  hill  of  the  enemy.  The 
gallant  Bucktails  led  the  charge.  Their  colonel  was  shot  down,  but  they 
pressed  on.    They  were  men  who  looked  from  the  smoky  hill-tops  away 
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to  their  homes,  and  they  daahed  down  with  a  terrific  yell  of  rage,  bore  th^ 
whole  rebel  force  before  them  like  insects,  headlong  oyer  the  sharp  and 
rolling  stones,  headlong  through  the  valley,  routed  and  scattered  into  the 
woods  beyond.  Then  they  returned  to  the  blood-bought  hiU,  safe  now,  the 
captured  guns  all  retaken,  and  liey  grimly  held  it  forty-five  hours,  till  the 
end  of  the  fight. 

In  the  mean  time  the  rebel  General  Swell,  who  had  sworn  a  fearful 
oath  that  he  would  take  and  hold,  or  die  in  the  attempt,  the  hills  at  the 
east  of  the  Baltimore  road,  on  which  rested  our  right,  had  been  concen- 
trating his  forces  in  that  direction.  The  sun  was  low  in  the  heavens 
when  Early's  Division  attacked  the  Eleventh  Corps,  which  was  posted  just 
northeast  of  Cemetery  HilL  There  stood  General  Howard,  with  his  calm, 
manly,  honest  face.  '^  An  empty  coat^eeve  is  pinned  to  his  shoulder, 
memento  of  a  hard-fought  field  before,  and  reminder  of  many  a  battle- 
scene  his  splendid  Christian  courage  has  illmuined."  The  guns  were 
smoking,  too  hot  to  be  worked.  The  LouisiiMia  Tigers  swarmed  over  the 
wall,  and,  as  bravely  as  their  dead  comrades  at  Bound  Top,  leaped 
over  the  very  muzzles  of  the  cannon,  and  were  beaten  off  by  our  men  in 
hand-to-hand  fight  with  dubs  and  stones.  After  heavy  losses,  they  sullenly 
fell  back.  A  simultaneous  attack  had  been  made  on  the  position  of  the 
Twelfth  Corps,  and  had  been  partially  successfuL  Only  one  brigade  had 
been  left  to  guard  that  long  line  of  rifie-pits,  as  the  remainder  of  the  troopft 
had  been  thrown  over  tp  the  assistance  of  the  hard-pressed  centre  and  left. 
Over  the  mouths  of  the  pits  men  grappled  with  swift  bayonet  thrusts,  but 
our  men  were  too  few,  and  the  line  was  too  long.  Ewell  gained  a  foot* 
hold  there,  which  on  the  morrow  might  give  him  the  Baltimore  pike.  This 
danger  on  the  right  clouded  the  glorious  success  on  our  left,  but  it  could 
not  be  met  till  the  next  day,  for  night  had  again  descended  on  the  field  yet 
undetermined — another  night  of  groans  and  darkness  and  death,  and  stem 
and  foreboding  preparation  for  another  bloody  morrow. 

Our  brave  men,  tender  as  strong,  found  time  and  thought,  in  the 
midst  of  these  terrible  hours,  to  lift  up  many  of  the  marble  stones  of  the 
cemetery  and  lay  them  reverently  on  the  ground,  that  they  might  be  less 
exposed  to  the  crashing  shot : — ^men  fighting  single-heartedly  for  freedom 
to  the  living,  mindful  of  honor  to  the  sacred  dead  I  In  the  town  all  was 
uncertainty  and  confusion.  The  terror-strieken  people  in  vion  endeav(»red 
to  learn  from  the  returning  rebels  what  had  been  the  real  issue  of  the  day's 
fighting.  It  was  apparent,  however,  that  they  were  less  assured  and  jubi- 
lant than  they  had  been  on  the  preceding  nig)it,  and  their  involuntary 
bursts  of  indignation  against  the  Germans  betrayed  their  keen  sense  of 
some  loss  at  their  hands.  Among  the  rebel  leaders  was  much  discussion 
during  the  night.  It  has  been  said  that  even  then  a  retreat  was  proposed^ 
But  the  partial  success  of  Ewell  in  obtaining  possession  of  Slocum's  rifie* 
pits,  and  the  hope  that  by  reenforcing  him  strongly  before  morning,  and 
thus  gaining  possession  of  the  Baltimore  road,  they  would  be  able  to 
break  our  right,  determined  them  to  renew  the  attack.  With  a  view  to 
this  movement,  Bhodes's  Division  was  moved  before  daylight  to  join 
Ewell.     A  further  concentration  also  was  made  before  our  left  centi«. 
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But  we  also  prepared  for  the  same  programme,  moved  hsuik  the  reet  of  the 
Twelfth  Corps  to  the  right,  aad  reenforced  it  by  Shaler^B  Brigade  of  the 
Sixth,  and  by  a  Maryland  brigade. 

At  early  dawn  of  Friday  morning,  our  gung  thundered  forth  their 
defiant  renewal  of  the  fight.  On  the  right.  General  Slocum^B  men  cheer- 
ily prepared  to  regain  their  lost  rifle-pits,  which  were  blazing  with 
^ebel  muskets.  The  town  lay  quiet,  and  apparently  evacuated  by  the 
enemy.  Lee  wished  us  to  come  down  from,  our  heights  and  attack  him  in 
the  plain ;  but  better  wisdom  ruled  our  coimcils.  Our  men  remained 
quiet  behind  their  fortifications,  looked  down  upon  the  dispersing  rebels, 
and  laughed  at  the  shallow  artifice.  On  the  right,  Ewell  and  Ehodes  held 
on  with  de^eration  to  the  foothold  they  had  gained  on  the  preceding  even- 
ing, and  strove  fiercely  to  extend  it ;  but  all  in  vain.  The  new  morning 
strength  of  the  reenforced  Twelfth  was  too  much  for  them.  Inch  by  inch, 
fighting  well  to  the  death,  the  rebels  were  pressed  back  out  of  our  breast- 
works, up  the  creek,  and  our  line  was  again  our  own,  and  whole.  As 
they  retreated,  a  battery  placed  on  a  hill,  on  the  right  of  the  Baltimore 
pike,  and  some  distance  farther  south,  dealt  them  tremendous  showers  of 
shot  and  shell,  circling  in  the  air  high  over  the  heads  of  the  pursuing 
Twelfth  Corps.* 

Sharpshooters,  concealed  in  the  chambers  and  behind  the  chimneys  of 
the  Gettysburg  mansions,  were  picking  off  our  officers,  as  they  exposed 
themselves  along  the  crest  of  the  hill.  They  were  emboldened  by  the 
conviction  that  the  patriots  would  be  very  reluctant  to  shell  the  city.  But 
at  last  the  annoyance  became  so  great  that  a  storm  of  shells  was  directed 
upon  a  mansion  which  seemed  to  swarm  with  these  rebel  hornets  of 
deadly  sting,  and  the  house  was  soon  laid  in  ashes.  It  was  the  only  house 
in  Gettysburg  which  was  seriously  injured  during  the  battle. 

All  this  while,  Gteneral  Howard,  who  was  guiding  this  tempest  of  war, 
was  calmly  leaning  against  a  grave-stone,  upon  a  hillock  in  the  cemetery. 
His  aides  were  gathered  about,  ready  for  instant  service,  and  all  watching 
with  their  glasses  the  sublime  sweep  of  the  war-cloud  before  them. 

♦  **  Throngh  this  throng,  with  slow  tread,  there  came  a  file  of  soliBers,  armed,  but  marching  to 
the  rear.  It  was  a  guard  of  honor  for  one  who  well  deaerred  it  On  a  stretoher,  borne  hy  a 
couple  of  flunit  privates,  lay  General  Sickles,  hut  yesterday  leading  his  corps  with  all  the  enthusi- 
asm and  dash  for  which  he  has  been  distinguished;  to-day  with  his  right  leg  amputated,  and 
lying  there  grim  and  stoical,  with  his  cap  pulled  over  his  eyes,  his  hands  calmly  folded  across  his 
breast,  and  a  cigar  in  Ttis  mouih.  For  a  man  who  had  just  lost  a  leg,  and  whose  life  was  yet  in 
imminent  jeopardy,  it  was  cool  mdeed." — dndimcM  Oaeette, 

"  In  the  field  where  we  buried  the  dead,  a  nomber  of  colored  freedmen,  working  for  Govem- 
inent  on  the  railroad,  had  their  camp,  and  every  night  they  took  their  recreation,  after  the  heavy 
work  of  the  day  was  over,  in  prayer-meetings.  Such  an  *  inferior  race,*  you  know !  We  went 
.©▼er  one  night  and  listened  for  an  hour,  while  they  sang,  collected  under  the  fly  of  a  tent,  a  table 
in  the  middle,  where  the  leader  sat,  and  bencdies  all  round  the  sides  for  the  congregation,  men 
only,  all  very  black  and  very  eameot  Thay  prayed  with  aU  their  souls  as  only  black  men  and 
•laves  can,  for  themselves  and  for  the  dear  white  people  who  had  come  over  to  the  meeting,  and 
for  *  Hassa  Lincoln,*  for  whom  they  seemed  to  have  a  reverential  affection,  some  of  them  a  sort 
of  worship,  which  confVised  Father  Abraham  and  Massa  Abraham  m  one  general  call  for  bless- 
ings. Whatever  else  they  asked  for,  they  must  have  strength,  and  comfort,  and  blessing  for 
Massa  LincohL*'— W^  WelHdai  GtUytbwg,  p.  18. 
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"  I  have  seen  many  men  in  action;"  an  eye-witness  writes,  "  bnt  never 
one  BO  imperturbably  cool  as  this  general  of  the  Eleventh  Corps.  I 
watched  him  closely  as  a  Mini6  whizzed  overhead,  /dodged,  of  oonrse. 
I  never  expect  to  get  over  that  habit.  But  I  am  confident  that  he  did 
not  move  a  muscle  by  the  fraction  of  a  hair's  breadth." 

At  length  the  conflict  became  so  severe,  that  the  whole  field  of  battle 
was  buried  in  an  impenetrable  cloud  of  smoke,  and  the  probable  results 
could  only  be  indicated  by  the  moving  thunders  which  burst  forth  from 
the  cloud. 

"  Eide  over  to  General  Meade,"  said  General  Howard  to  one  of  his 
aides,  "  and  tell  him  the  fighting  on  the  right  seems  more  terrific  than 
ever,  and  appears  swinging  somewhat  towards  the  centre,  but  that  we 
know  little  or  nothing  how  the  battle  goes,  and  ask  if  he  has  any  orders." 
In  a  few  moments  the  aide  came  galloping  back  with  the  reply,  *'  The 
troops  are  to  stand  to  arms,  sir,  and  watch  the  firont." 

It  is  very  difficult  to  give  our  readers  an  idea  of  the  scene  which, 
during  these  momentous  hours,  was  witnessed  at  hea,d-quarters.  General 
Meade  was  stationed  at  a  small  farm-house,  sixteen  feet  by  twenty,  on  the 
western  brow  of  the  rid^,  which  seemed  to  be  sheltered  from  exposure, 
and  from  which  he  could  easily  communicate  with  any  part  of  his  lines. 
His  staff  were  gathered  around  the  door.  Orderlies  were  continually 
dashing  up  with  reports,  and  off  again  with  orders.  Signal-officers  were 
bringing  in  reports  telegraphed  from  signal-stations.  The  air  was  filled 
with  the  deafening  roar  of  the  war-tempest.  A  few  non-combatants  were 
lying  upon  the  grass  beneath  the  trees.  Occasionally  a  shell,  with  its  demo* 
niac  shriek,  passed  over  their  heads.  Now  and  then  the  whiz  of  a  stray 
bullet  admonished  liiem  that  the  invisible  arrows  of  death  were  flying 
around.  Kemarks  were  made,  jocose  or  serious,  according  to  the  mood  of 
the  speaker's  mind,  in  commenting  upon  the  diffiBrent  sounds  made  by 
shot  or  shell,  bullets  or  Mini6  balls. 

Soon  it  became  evident  that  the  surges  of  the  batde  were  rolling  to- 
wards the  head-quarters.  A  cannon-baU  passed  not  two  feet  frwn  the  door, 
and  buried  itself  in  the  road.  Instantly  there  was  another  and  another. 
Of  course  there  was  general  commotion.  "  Those  fellows  on  the  left,"  ex- 
claimed one,  "  have  got  our  range  exactly." 

After  the  reestablishing  of  our  right  line,  there  had  come  a  lull  in  the 
storm  of  battle.  From  eleven  until  half-past  one  hardly  a  shot  was  fired. 
One  hundred  thousand  men,  their  breath  quick  drawn,  their  nerves 
strained,  their  eyes  blinddd  by  the  smoke  of  the  past  fray,  and  by  grief— for 
their  unburied  dead  lay  thick  about  them — waited  unMteringly  the  hour 
of  their  doom.  The  discomfited  Lee,  it  is  said,  made  use  of  the  College 
cupola  as  a  reconnoitring  ground,  contrary  to  all  the  principles  of  militaiy 
honor,  as  that  edifice  he  had  appropriated  as  a  hospital,  and  had  protected 
it  with  a  hospital  fiag.  From  this  eminence,  so  ignobly  used,  seeing 
clearly  the  uselessness  of  further  attempts  upon  our  right,  from  which 
Ewell  and  Rhodes  had  fallen  back  with  such  terrible  slaughter,  he  de- 
cided to  make  one  desperate  (mslaught  upon  our  left  centre,  which  was 
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held  by  General  Hancock,  and  whicli  was  exactly  in  the  line  of  General 
Meade's  head-qnarters. 

It  was  just  half-past  one  when  the  dreadful  silence  was  broken  by  the 
still  more  dreadful  thunder  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  guns,  belching  forth 
their  fatal  missiles.  It  was  the  last  hope  of  the  rebels  to  disorder  and  dis- 
tract  om  lines  and  sflence  onr  gnns,  while  their  infantry  chained  through 
the  valley  to  attack  our  centre.  It  was  the  opening  of  this  movement 
which  seemed  so  suddenly  to  render  General  Meade's  head-quarters  the 
focus  of  all  war's  missiles.  The  three  rounds  to  which  we  have  alluded 
were  instantly  followed  by  a  shower  of  shells,  accompanied  by  a  fusilade 
of  musketry  which  swept  the  field  with  leaden  hail. 

''  The  air,"  writes  one  who  was  present,  «  was  alive  with  aU  mysterious 
sounds,  and  death. in  every  one  of  them.  There  were  muffled  howls,  that 
seemed  in  rage  because  their  missiles  missed  you — the  angry  buzz,  of  the 
familiar  Mini^— the  spit  of  the  common  musket-ball — ^hisses,  and  the  great 
whirring  rushes  of  shells.  And  then  there  came  others  which  made  the  air 
instinct  with  warning,  or  quickened  it  with  vivid  alarm ;  long  wails  that 
fetefully  bemoaned  the  death  they  wrought ;  fluttering  screams  that  filled 
the  whole  space  with  their  horror,  and  encompassed  one  about  as  a  gar- 
ment ;  cries  that  ran  the  diapason  of  terror  and  despair."  ^ 

As  this  fierce  gust  of  destruction  burst  upon  the  head-quarters  of  Gen- 
eral Meade,  the  general  came  to  the  door  and  said  to  his  staff,  ^^  The  enemy 
have  manifestly  got  our  range.  You  had  better  go  up  the  slope  to  the 
stable."  This  building  was  distant  but  a  few  rods,  and  slightly  out  of  the 
range  of  the  fire.  The  plan  of  the  rebels  was  quickly  understood  by  our 
trained  soldiers.  Every  National  cannon  on  Cemetery  Hill,  and  to  the 
right  and  left,  was  pointed  into  the  valley  front,  holding  back  their  murder- 
ous answer  till  it  should  carry  annihilation  to  the  pressing  foe.  On  they 
came,  yelling  like  demons — six-  brigades  of  Longstreet's,  Heath's,  and 
Anderson's  Divisions — down  Seminary  Ridge  and  half  across  the  plain. 
Like  doomsday  trump  thet  cannon-roar  rolled  over  the  army.  Two  hundred 
and  fifty  pieees  of  rebel  artillery  were  concentrating  their  fire  upon  our 
centre  and  left.  It  is  said  that  General  Howard  ordered  one  after  another 
of  his  gims  to  be  quiet,  as  if  silenced  by  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  while  his 
gunners  threw  themselves  flat  upon  the  ground.     The  rebel  lines,  in  a  vast 

♦Mr.  Waidnaon,  the  oonre§pondent  of  the  New  York  "Tunes,"  writes  vividly :—" Every 
size  and  fonn  of  shell  known  to  British  or  American  gunnery  shrieked,  whirled,  moaned,  and 
whistled,  and  wrathfully  fluttered  over  our  ground.  As  many  i^  six  in  a  second,  constantly  two 
in  a  second,  bursting  and  screaming  over  and  around  the  h^-quarters.  They  burst  in  the 
yard — ^burst  next  to  tiie  fenee  on  both  sides,  garnished,  as  usual,  with  the  hitched  horses  of  aides 
and  (^deilies.  The  fastened  f^niniaig  reared  and  plunged  with  terror.  Then  one  fell,  then  another. 
Sixteen  lay  dead  and  mangled  before  the  flre  ceased.  Through  the  midst  of  the  storm  of  scream- 
ing and  exploding  shells,  an  ambulance,  driven  by  its  fVenzied  conductor  at  fiill  speed,  presented 
to  all  of  us  the  marvellous  spectade  of  a  horse  going  rapidly  on  three  legs.  A  hinder  one  had 
been  shot  off  at  the  hock.  A  shell  tore  up  the  little  step  at  the  head-quarter's  cottage,  and  ripped 
bags  of  oats  as  with  a  knife.  Another  soon  carried  off  one  of  its  two  pillars.  Soon  a  spheri- 
cal case  burst  opposite  the  open  door ;  another  ripped  through  the  low  garret  The  remaining 
pillar  went  almost  immediately  to  the  howl  of  a  fixed  shot  that  Whitworth  must  have  made. 
Soldiers  in  Federal  bhie  were  torn  to  pieces  in  the  road,  and  died  with  the  peculiar  yell  tha^ 
blends  the  extorted  cry  of  pain  with  horror  and  despair." 
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fiemicircular  sweep,  came  roflhuig  on ;  the  Btoim  of  grape  and  shell  did  not 
Btay  their  thinning  lines. 

When  they  reached  the  Emmettsburg  road  the  Oermans  of  the 
Eleventh  Corps  sprang  to  their  guns,  and  all  along  the  patriot  line  a  blind- 
ing zigzag  flame,  and  the  sharp,  quick  report,  like  the  summer  thunder  at  its 
fiercest,  when  it  is  instant  upon  the  fiery  chain  of  light,  told  that  the  army 
on  the  heights  had  made  its  deadly  mark.  Along  our  centre  and  left  the 
rebel  lines  were  more  than  four  miles  long,  and  over  that  whole  length 
there  rolled  up  the  volcanic  billows  of  battle.  Sheets  of  flame  and  smoke 
and  swiftly-flying  death  beat  in  their  faces.  And  yet  the  thinning  lines, 
rushing  forward  in  the  charge,  pressed  on.* 

So  fiercely  they  stormed  the  hill  that  the  patriot  G^eral  Oibbons  was 
obliged  to  order  his  own  men  back  to  make  road  for  the  fatal  grape ;  volley 
after  volley  he  poured  into  the  surging  mass ;  and  when  the  smoke  cleared 
away,  the  brave  charging  lines  were  gone — ^not  broken,  not  retreating,  but 
gone — ^gone  like  leaves  before  the  wind.  A  few  ofiioers,  galloping  back  in 
consternation  towards  Seminary  Ridge ;  a  few  gallant  retreating  men,  with 
one  flag,  the  single  saved  flag;  piles  upon  piles  of  dead,  dying,  and 
wounded ;  among  whom  men  with  stretchers  were  stumbUng  in  bewUder- 
ment,  and  thirty-five  hundrod  prisoners  in  Federal  keeping,  told  this  was  the 
end  of  the  grand,  brave,  but  mad  charge  on  our  centre  at  Oemetery  Hill  I 

But  while  Longstreet's  Division  was  thus  making  its  last  charge  on  the 
centre,  Hood's  Division  was  no  less  actively  engaged  on  our  left,  in  a  desper- 
ate effort  to  drive  us  from  Bound  Top.  Here,  again,  the  Pennsylvania 
Reserves  drove  the  rebels  in  utter  rout  down  the  hill,  through  the  valley, 
and  half  a  mile  beyond,  captured  their  battery,  five  thousand  stand  of 
arms,  and  three  thousand  prisoners.  This  was  their  last  struggle^  and  the 
end  of  the  glorious  battle  of  Gettysburg. 

It  was  nearly  sunset ;  mercifully  to  the  rebels  came  a  night  of  escape. 
As  soon  as  darkness  fell,  Lee  commenced  removing  his  wounded  towards 
the  Cumberland  Yalley.  Long  before  daylight,  the  relieved  town  saw  the 
last  line  of  the  disheartened  and  reduced  army  winding  out  of  their  streets, 
and  taking  up  a  sheltered  position  behind  the  Seminary  Eidge,  from  the 
crest  of  whidi  they  had  so  proudly  made  their  disastrous  charge  in  the 
aftiemoon. 

The  next  day  the  rebels  threw  up  field-works  in  their  front,  to  conceal 
their  intention  of  retreating,  and  to  protect  their  rear  in  case  of  an  a^ttaek, 
and  hurried  their  main  force  precipitately  towards  Williamsport.  Pro- 
tected by  the  mountain  ridges,  they  reached  that  place  in  safety  on  Mon- 
day, the  6th,  and  Hagerstown  on  Tuesday,  the  7th«  General  Meade 
unfortunately  did  not  discern    during  the  4th,  that  the  enemy  were 

*  Few  penoM  are  aware  of  ^e  heroism  whidi,  daring  this  whole  terrible  oonfliot,  has  been  dis- 
^yed  by  the  army  correspondents  to  the  public  jonmals.  In  their  eagerness  to  obtain  infbrmatioii 
they  hare  braved  every  danger  of  the  battle-field.  Mr.  Willrinson,  «f  the  Kew  Tork  '^Thnes,"  and 
his  colleague^  Frank  Henry,  remained  in  the  farm-house  during  the  whole  of  this  terrible  can- 
nonade. C.  C.  Coffin,  of  the  Boston  **  Journal,*'  whose  letters,  over  the  signature  of  Carlton, 
have  excited  universal  admiration,  and  many  other  journalists,  often  exposed  themselves  to  the 
heaviest  fire  of  the  field.  Mr.  Cronnse,  of  the  New  Tork  "  l^es,^  had  his  horse  shot  under 
him. 
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reti^eating  en  masse.  Still  more  unfortunatelj,  he  had  not  an  nnwearied 
army  in  reserve  for  the  pursuit.  Forced  marches,  after  that  terrific  three 
days^  fight,  were  too  much  for  himian  power  to  endure.  .  Our  cavaby, 
however,  harassed  Lee's  rear,  and,  in  a  brisk  skirmish  at  Fairfield,  severely 
handled  the  rebel  Imboden's  cavalry. 

The  main  National  army,  as  soon  as  the  retreat  was  discovered,  pursued 
as  vigorously  as  possible,  overtaking  the  rebel  force  on  Sunday,  the  12th, 
and  found  it  strongly  posted  on  the  heights  of  Marsh  Run.  The  swollen 
waters  of  the  river  promised  to  be  an  impassable  barrier  to  their  escape. 
After  a  careful  reconnoissance  on  Monday,  the  13th,  a  plan  of  attack  wa0 
arranged  by  G^eral  Meade  for  the  next  day. 

On  Tuesday,  the  14th,  the  advance  was  made,  but  to  encounter  a  keen 
disappointment.  The  foe  had  eluded  their  grasp— escaped  by  night  in 
stealth  and  hasten-some  divisions  fording  the  rushing  stream  breast  high. 
Chafing  under  this  failure,  the  main  body  of  the  Union  army  again  pressed 
on  in  pursuit,  sending  in  advance  a  cavalry  force,  which  took  a  large 
nomb^  of  prisoners  and  two  guns.  General  Meade  crossed  the  Potomac 
at  Berlin,  and  still  holding,  securely  guarded,  all  possible  approaches  to 
Washington,  left  Lee  no  alternative  but  to  make  his  way  through  one  oi 
the  upper  passes  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  and  take  up  his  position  once  more 
south  of  the  Rappahannock,  defeated,  driven,  shattered,  and  more  hope* 
l^ssly  disheartened,  than  at  any  former  period  in  the  history  of  the  war. 

The  rebel  general  had  lost  before  Gettysburg  five  thousand  five  hundred 
killed,  twenty-one  thousand  woxmded,  nine  thousand  prisoners,  and  four  thou- 
sand stra^lers  and  de^rters,  making  a  total  of  nearly  forty  thousand,  a'fear^ 
M  subtraction  from  the  army  of  ninety,  or,  as  some  estimate  it^  one  hundred 
thousand  men,  with  which  he  conmienced '  the-  campaign.  The  National 
loss  was  four  thousand  killed,  .over  thirteen  thousand  wounded,  and  four 
thousand  prisoners,  about  twenty  thousand  in  alL  The  numbers  engaged 
were  at  least  ninety  thousand  rebels,  and  sixty  thousand  patriots.  The 
pieces  of  artiUery  were  about  two  hundred  'and  fifty  on  the  rebel  side,  and 
two  hundred  in  the  Union  .army. 

But  terrible  as  waa  the  numerical  loss  which*  the  rebels  encountered,  it 
was  nothing  in  comparison  with  the  loss  of  prestige,  and  thd  humiliation  of 
boasting  hopes.  Numbers  might  be  restored,  broken  spirits  never.  The 
death-blow  was  given  at  Gtettysburg  to  the  heart  of  the  rebellion,  and 
followed  soon,  as  it  was,  by -the  lopping  off  of  its  sturdiest  limb  at  Vicks- 
burg  and  Port  Hudson,  observant  eyes  could  not  fail  to  see  that  the  day 
must  before  long  arrive  for  the  dishonored  obsequies  of  the  dead  monster. 
A  sad  list  of  brave  martyrs  on  the  Union  side  marks  this  last  great 
struggle.  Of  the  National  generals,  Reynolds,  Weed,  Zook,  were  killed, 
and  Barlow,  Barnes,  Butterfield,  Doubleday,  Gibbon,  Graham,  Hancock, 
Sickles,  and  "Warren,  were  wounded. 

The  loss  of  the  rebels  was  still  more  severe.  There  were  killed,  or 
mortally  wounded.  Generals  Armistead,  Barksdale,  Gamett,  Pender,  Petti- 
grew,  Semmes;  and  wounded.  Heath,  Hood,  Johnson,  Kemper,  and  Trimble. 
The  imagination  involuntarily  pictures  the  group  of  their  disembodied 
spirits,  no  longer  hostile,  looking  down  with  the  calm  or  remorseftil  com- 
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prehension  of  their  new  life,  on  the  still  smoking  battle-field  fr(»n  wbieh 
they  had  ascended. 

Let  ns  glance  back  upon  that  battle-field  as  hnman  eyes  saw  it  on  {he 
morning  of  Saturday,  the  4th,  sad  anniversary  of  our  first  glorious  4th— 
freedom  still  sorely  beset  by  tyrannies,  and  calling  with  tears  for  the  blood 
of  her  children,  lldrty  thousand  men  were  lying  upon  this  field,  either  dead, 
dying,  or  hopelessly  wounded.  The  streets  of  the  town  were  blood-stained ; 
the  rocks  of  Round  Top  were  blood-stained;  through  the  dusty  woods  of 
the  valley  trailed  the  same  crimson — ^blood  everywhere ;  dried  blood  of 
dead  men,  fresh  blood  of  living  men,  writhing  in  agonies  too  sharp  to  bi 
cured,  and,  thank  Gpd,  too  sharp  to  last  long.  Seven  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  fifty  wounded  rebels  Irfk  behind  to  our  mercy,  and  thirteen 
thousand  seven  himdred  and  nine  of  our  own !  All  these  to  be  cared  for, 
saved,  if  it  might  be,  and  if  not,  eased  and  cheered  in  death.  The  town 
was  an  hospital ;  all  the  churches  were  crowded  with  the  wounded  men, 
and  had  no  prayers  but  for  the  dying.  All  kindly-hearted  citizens  hni^ 
red  fiags  from  their  houses,  and  filled  their  beds  with  the  soldiers  who  had 
fought  for  them  and  their  homes. 

And  here,  in  the  first  days  of  confusion  and  misery,  came  the  outstretched 
hand  of  the  Sanitary  and  Christian  Oommissions,  bearing  leaves  of  the  Tree 
of  Life  to  the  perishing;  doing  with  their  holy  might  just  what  the  Gh)vem- 
ment  could  not  do — and  saving  thousands  of  lives  which  must,  without 
their  aid,  have  been  lost  Gentle  and  gently-bred  women,  whose  cheeks 
would  flush  with  tender  shame  to  see  their  names  on  the  page  of  history, 
but  whose  names -or^  history  in  thousands  of  hearts,  here  and  in  heaven, 
worked  night  ^nd  day  in  the  supply  tents  of  the  Commission ;  heartily  helped, 
as  they  all  bear  witn^,  by  the  Gettysburg  women,  who  were  faithful  and 
*  zealous ;  but  of  whose  husbands  and  sons  only  an  evil  report  comes  up.* 

History  can  afford  to  pause  and  hand  down  fbrthe  appreciation  ofpoer 
terity  one  of  these  Gettysburg  fanners,  who  sneaked  into  the  hospital 
camp,  three  wedks  after  the  fight,  and  asked  to  see  a  rebel.  *  He  had 
lived  five  nules  from  the  town,  and  was  familiar  with  the  distant  roar  of  the 
rebel  cannon, 'but  had  hitherto  never  looked  on  the  face  of  a  rebel  feoldia* ! 
The  severe  practical  satire  was  pardonable,  which  grasped  him  by  the  collar, 
ihoving  him  into  a  tent  full  of  the  objects  of  lus  search,  and,  stating  the 
^iture  and  date  of  his  curiosity,  left  him  to  be  hooted  and  jeered  out  of 
^^rs  by  the  sick  and  wounded  rebels  in  their  beds. 

T^ate  in  the  afternoon  a  train  of  ambulances  brought  to  the  lodge  of  the 
banii^j.^  Commission  one  hundred  wounded  rebels  to  be  cared  for  through 

,  ,       woman  we  saw  whose  pluck  helped  to  redeem  the  other  sex.    She  lived  hi  a  little 

house  dose 
.  .  up  bj  the  field  where  the  hardest  fighting  was  done,  a  red-cheeked,  strong  country- 

h  It*      ,^^  you  frightened  when  the  shells  began  flying?'     *Well,   no;  you  see  we  was  all 

?*      "^?    "^^  round  hero  for  the  soldiers,  and  had  our  dough  a-rising.    The  neighbors  they  ran 

mto  their  oellan,  ^^^  j  couldn't  leave  my  bread.    When  the  first  shell  came  hi  at  the  wfaidow 

rinwT    T      w^^^  *^®  "^°^  ^  ^^^^  ^*™®  ^^  ^^  "  ^^"  ^^^  ^^^  8««  out  of  this!"  but 

tola  mm  I  could  h^^^  j^^^^  ^^  j^j^^  ^^  J  g^^^  workhig  it  till  the  third  sheU  came  through. 

ana  then  I  went  do\^  ^y^^ .  ^^^  j  j^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^,     ,j^^  ^l^y.  ^^^y^  ^^^  ^  b©. 

1      Ml     to7°"tJJ^*  iflhad,the  rebels  would  a  come  in  and  daubed  the  dough  alloverthe 
place.    -W^  Wi-Z>»y^oe«y,e^^p.l4 
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the  night.  The  next  morning  they  were  to  be  taken  in  the  care  to  a  more 
oommodions  hospital.  Among  them  there  was  one,  a  fair-haired,  blue- 
eyed,  pale-faced  young  lieutenant,  a  mere  boy,  from  South  Carolina,  mor- 
tally wounded. 

^  I  could  not,"  writes  a  lady  of  the  Sanitary  Commission,  "  think  of 
him  as  a  rebel ;  he  was  too  near  heaven  for  that.  He  wanted  nothing ; 
but  I  coaxed  him  to  try  a  little  nulk  gruel,  made  nicely  with  lemon  and 
brandy ;  and  one  of  the  satisfactions  of  our  three  weeks  is  the  remembrance 
of  the  empty  cup  I  took  away  afterwards,  and  liis  perfect  enjoyment  of 
that  supper.  ^  It  was  so  good — the  best  thing  he  had  had  since  he  was 
wounded ;'  and  he  thanked  me  so  much  and  talked  of  his  good  supper  for 
hours.  At  midnight  the  change  came,  and  from  that  time  he  only  thought 
of  the  old  days  before  he  was  a  soldier,  when  he  sang  hymns  in  liis  father's 
church.  His  father  was  a  Lutheran  clergyman  in  South  Carolina.  All 
day  long  we  watched  him,  sometimes  %htii^  his  battles  over,  oftener  siog- 
ing  his  Lutheran  chants,  till  in  at  the  tent  door,  close  to  which  he  lay, 
looked  a  rebel  soldier,  just  arrived  with  other  prisouers.  He  started  when 
he  saw  the  young  lieutenant,  and,  quickly  kneeling  down  by  him,  called 
^  Henry  1  Henry  1'  But  Henry  was  lookinac  at  some  one  a  great  way  oft*, 
and  could  not  hear  him.  '  Do  you  know  this  soldier  V  we  said.  ^  Oh,  yes, 
ma'am ;  and  his  brother  is  wounded,  and  a  prisoner  too,  in  the  cars  now.' 
Two  or  tfiree  men  started  after  him,  found  him,  fuid  half  carried  him  from 
the  cars  to  our  tent.  *  *  Henry '  did  not  know  him,  though }  and  he  threw 
himself  down  by  his  ai^e  pnthe  straw,  and  for  the  rest  of  the. day  lay  in  a 
sort  of  apathy,  without  speaking,  except  to  assure  himself  that  he  could  stay 
>  with  Jiis  brother,  without  the  risk;  of  being  separated  from  the  rest  of  his 
fdlow-prisonerS.  And  there  t^ie  brothers  lay,  and  there  we  strangers  sat, 
'  watching  and  listening  to  the  strong*  clear  voice  praying,  'Lord,  have 
mercy  upon  him  1' 

.  '^  The  Lord  had  mercy ;  and  at  sunset  •  I  put  my  hand  on  the  lieuten- 
1  anl's  heart  tto  find  it  still.  All  hight  the  brother  lay  dose  against  the 
cofSn^  and  in  the  morning  wjent  away  with  his  comrade  leaving  us  to 
,  bury  Heivy,  hai^ing. '  confidence,'  but  firet  thanking  us  for  what  we  had 
done,  and  giving  us  all  that  he  had  to  show  his  gratitude,  the  palmetto 
ornament  from  his  brother's  cap  and  a  button  from  his  coat  Dr.  W. 
read  the  burial  service  that  morning  at  the  grave,  and  we  wrote  his  name 
on  the  little  head-board,  ^  Lieutenant  Eauch,  Fourteenth  B^iment,  South 
Carolina  Volunteers.' " 

For  three  weeks  the  Sanitary  Commission  tents  stood  waving  their 
hospitable  flag  near  the  depot  where  the  soldiers  took  the  cars  for  "Wash- 
ington, and  where,  but  for  the  Commission,  thousands  of  them  would  have 
been  obliged  to  pass  weary  hours  of  exposure  and  suffering,  waiting  for 
trains.  Sixteen  thousand  good  meals  were  given,  hundreds  of  men  shel- 
tered through  the  day,  and  twelve  hundred  through  the  night.  Kebels 
— ^TTnion  men — all  nursed  and  cherished  by  the  same  hands,  the  same 
charity — ^within  a  few  hours'  ride  of  our  devoted,  precious,  starving  mar- 
tyrs in  Libby  Prison ! 

Other  Christian  Conunissions  sent  valuable  and  instant  aid  to  the  field 
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of  death.  Among  tlie  foremost  was  the  noble  band  of  workers  from  the 
Church  of  the  Ascension,  in  Philadelphia.  The  Sabbath  morning  after  the 
battle,  the  aisles  of  the  chmxxh  reechoed  new  somids — ^no  less  holy,  and  no 
less  gospel-taught  than  the  accustomed  words  of  prayer  and  praise.  The 
desk  had  given  place  to  the  sewing  machine,  and  the  kneelers  were  rolling 
bandages.  The  sacred  hours  of  that  Sabbath  of  hallowed  work  did  not 
close  until  tons  of  stores,  and  treasures  of  money,  were  ready  to  be  borne  to  tJie 
suffering  soldiers  by  the  first  trains,  accompanied  by  willing  hands,  strong 
to  work  in  their  distribution.  Months  afterwards,  a  simple  but  graphic 
record,  by  an  eye-witness,  told  the  story  of  the  labors  of  the  little  band. 

Slow  and  long,  to  their  impatient  sympathy,  seemed  the  days  of  a  joW- 
aey,  which,  before  the  destructions  of  the  battle,  would  have  been  one  but  (rf 
hours.  Blackened  and  scourged,  the  vaUey  of  Gettysburg  greeted  their  eje^ 
on  the  morning  of  July  10th.  On  all  sides  cries  for  help  filled  their  ears. 
General  Lee,  in  his  retreat,  had  left  a  number  of  sorgeons  to  look  aft:er  his 
wounded,  and  a  number  of  men  to  act  as  their  assistants ;  but,  with  one 
single  exception,  the  surgeons  and  men  seemed  alike  coarse  and  unfeeling. 
They  had  not  availed  themselves  of  the  fkcilities  at  their  command  for 
bestowing  their  wounded  comfortably,  but  had  crowded  them,  literally  by 
piled  scores,  into  an  uncleanly  bam,  reserving  a  narrow  space  in  the  centre 
for  a  large  table,  upon  which  their  surgical  opei*ations  were  performed  in 
the  most  hasty  and  often  atrociously  careless  jnanner^  in  ftdl  viei?r  of  each 
harrowed  sufferer  whose  turn  might  be  the  next.  On  one  occasion,  the 
wife  of  a  rebel  officer,  who  had  been  reported  wounded,  rode  up  to  thid  fear- 
ftil  slaughter-house,  "in  search  of  her  husband.  A  surgeon  met  h^*  at  the 
door,  with  his*  dripping  knife  in  his  hand,  and  called  out  brutaUy,  r^ardr 
less  of  her  grief-stricken  fear,,  to  an  attendant  near  by,  to  bribg  him  a  carv- 
ing knife  and  a  razor  strop,  as  his' instruments  were  all  getting  dull.  No 
theory  of  the  origin  of  spirits  provides  for  the  locating  of  such  a  monster  1 

The  surprise  and  incredulity  of  the  suffering  rebels  was  unbounded,  at 
the  kind  attentions  they  found  the  infernal  "  Yankee  ^  men  and  women 
were  lavishing  upon  them.  Every  ^iay,  nien  said,  tearftdly,  "  "We  are  dis- 
appointed in  y6u  Kortliem  men ;  you  ai^  doing  more  for  us  thim  we  de* 
serve ;  and  much  as  you  are  doing,  we  see  that  you  would  gladly  do  more, 
if  you  could."  Among  the  seven  thousand  wounded  rebel  soldiers  suO' 
cored  and  sheltered,  only  one  man  was  known  to  have  expressed  hostility 
and  hatred  to  his  benefactors.  He  avowed  that  he  had  repeatedly  taken 
deliberate  aim  at  a  Union  soldier,  and  that  he  would  do  it  again  if  he  had 
an  opportunity.  The  more  manly  and  chivalrous  men  were  usually  found 
to  be  Georgians,  and  many  of  their  expressions  showed  that  there  is  still 
left  much  of  the  old  leaven  of  patriotic  love  for  the  Union,  in  Georgia. 
One  poor  fellow,  a  Georgian,  who  had  lost  his  leg,  and  was  fast  sinking 
into  the  grave  from  exhaustion,  repeatedly  bemoaned  his  own  foUy  in 
having  entered  the  army,  and,  almost  with  his  dying  breath,  declared  that 
he  had  never  been  heartily  on  the  Southern  side  of  the  contest.  As  it 
became  evident  that  he  had  but  a  few  moments  to  live,  he  implored  to  be 
raised  and  placed  upon  his  knees.  Unmindful  of  the  torture  to  his  shat- 
tered limb,  he  lifted  both  his  arms,  and,  stretching  them  upward,  fixed  his 
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dim  eyes  oq  beayen,  and,  with  an  vnepoken  prayer,  died.  The  amoimt 
of  religious  sentiment  found  among  the  rebel  soldiers  was  greater  than 
bad  been  anticipated ;  very  firequently  some  of  their  nuxnber  would  be 
occupied  in  prayer,  or  whiling  away  the  weary  night  hours  by  singing, 
in  a  low  tone,  religious  bynms.  One  man,  of  great  muscular  strength, 
who  was  laid  upon  the  floor  of  the  butcher's  bam  above  mentioned,  had 
the  mrT>e  and  the  grace  giv^a  him  to  spend  hours  together,  with  his  eyes 
closed  to  the  appalling  scenes  about  him,  and  his  dear,  brave  voice  rising 
above  the  horrid  din  of  saws,  and  shrieks  and  groans,  in  verses  of  faith 
and  hope,  which  carried  strength  and  spoke  of  peiace  to  many  a  less  heroic 
sufferer.  With  the  exception  of  the  vindictive  rebel  above  referred  to,  the 
most  noticeable  thing  in  the  general  atmosphere  of  feeling  on  both  sides, 
was  the  lack  of  animosity  and  the  free  mutual  kindliness.  One  of  our 
wounded  men  owed  his  life  to  the  tender  care  of  some  of  the  Confed- 
erate soldiers,  who,  finding  him  lying  helpless  and  exposed,  on  a  part 
of  the  field  of  which  they  had  gained  temporary  possession,  built  above 
and  around  him  a  rude  shelter  of  stones,  under  which  he  laid  safe  for 
hours,  while  the  whizzing  bullets  were  flying  over  his  head,  and  rebound- 
ing with  flattened  surfaces  from  his  stone  roof. 

The  greater  part  of  the  efforts  of  this  noble  band  of  workers  from  the 
Church  of  the  Ascension  were  directed  to  the  relief  of  the  rebela  who 
were  thrown  on  our  charities;  and  the  most  interesting  feature  of  the 
account  of  their  ministrations  is  the  bringing  to  our  appreciation  such  in- 
stances as  these  of  devoted  piety  and  disinterested  kindness  on  the  part  of 
those  whom  we  have  been,  perhaps,  inclined  to  regard  too  sweepingly  as 
utterly  beyond  the  pale  of  common  brotherhood.  Nothing  wae  more  con- 
stantly apparent  to  these  Christain  philanthropists,  than  that  by  far  the 
greater  number  of  the  rebel  soldiers  were  absolutely  and  inexplicably  igno- 
rant of  the  true  facts,  both  in  regard  to  the  causes  which  led  to  the  open- 
ing of  the  war,  and  to  the  leading  measures  which  had  been  instituted  bi 
the  course  of  it.  Many  of  them  refused  utterly  to  believe  that  President 
Lincoln  had  ever  issued  a  warning  proclamation  before  the  emancipation 
decree,  affcHrding  to  all  the  rebels  ninety  days  in  which  to  lay  down  their 
arms  and  escape  the  consequences  of  their  revest.  All  of  them  were  dn- 
cerely  impressed  with  the  conviction  that. they  were  fighting  for  their 
threatened  and  imperilled  liberties — ^to  resist  oppression,  and  to  repel  in- 
vaders. And,  still  more  singularly,  they  were  all  equally  filled  with  the 
conviction  that,  by  the  triumph  of  the  Southern  cause,  the  condition  of  the 
Southern  masses  would  be  greatly  lifted  and  bettered. 

No  despotism  of  the  Old  World  ever  more  tyrannously  held  the  minds 
and  passions  of  its  subjects  in  abject,  blind,  and  ignorant  subservience  to  its 
own  vile  ends,  than  have  the  leaders  of  this  accursed  rebellion.  While  we  wait 
restlessly  for  the  sound  of  the  chariot-wheels  of  the  avenging  fate  which 
will  surely  mete  out  to  them  bitter  and  eternal  retribution,  we  must  pity 
the  poor,  cheated,  befooled,  driven  herds  they  have  forced  us  to  kilL 

The  sentiment  of  the  country  at  large  demanded  some  especial  consecra- 
tion of  the  ground  rendered  immortal  by  the  scenes  of  this  unequalled  con- 
flict — ^unequalled  even  by  world-renowned  WaterlA).  A  thrill  of  sympathetio 
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and  urnyersal  appreciation  responded  to  tiie  proposal  to  dedicate  it  to  the 
sacred  use  of  a  National  Cemetery — sepnlcfare  of  martys,  from  whose 
graves  shall  arise  a  great  clond  of  those  who  laid  down  their  lives,  a  will- 
ing sacrifice  for  freedom  and  hmnanity. 

On  the  19th  of  April,  1863,  the  valley  roads  again  swarmed  with  thou- 
sands whose  feet  were  pressing  to  the  Cemetery  HilL  These  months  had  not 
obliterated  fi^m  the  slopes  of  Bound  Top  and  the  banks  of  the  creek  the 
traces  of  that  terrible  battle  to  whose  sacred  memory  these  crowds  came  to 
do  honor.  With  tears,  men  gazed  on  the  trampled  and  levelled  graves 
and  their  shattered  stones,  and  knelt  uncovered  while  in  fervent  prayer  the 
blood-stained  earth  was  reverently  given  back  to  Gk)d,  for  the  free  burial 
of  His  great  and  glorious  army  of  martyrs.  America's  greatest  orator  laid 
the  burning  words  of  his  eloquence  on  the  altar  of  dedication ;  and  the 
solemn  strains  of  a  funeral  dirge  were  borne  on  the  air  to'  the  east  and  the 
west,  bathing  with  their  melting  sorrow  every  hallowed  spot  where  blood  had 
been  spilled.  Battle  and  heroes  of  Gettysburg — ^written  immortal  forever  I 
held  with  Marathon  and  Thermopylce  in  golden  eternity !  * 

*  As  ICr.  Everett  doeed  his  euloginm,  President  Unooln  rose  upon  the  platfonn,  with  uxtenBesI 
emotion  beaming  from  every  feature  of  his  speaking  oountenauce.  Twelve  hundred  patriot  graves, 
in  tiers  of  crescent  shape,  nearly  encireled  him.  Solemnly  his  eye  glanced  over  the  long  out- 
stretched crests,  on  which  had  lately  raged  the  storm  of  battle,  and  then  turned  to  the  audience. 
An  eye-witness  writes: — 

**  A  fresh  tide  of  feeling  struggled  in  that  great,  warm  heart ;  the  figure  straitened  taller  thaa 
before,  and  with  strong  though  tremulous  voice,  the  President  uttered  the  first  sentence  of  his 
terse  and  unsurpassed  address.  The  surrounding  tens  of  thousands  caught  its  sentiment  and  rolled 
out  their  thunders  of  applause.  In  fhller  tone  came  another  great  thought,  and  another  response. 
Thus,  at  eadi  period,  until  that  sentence  was  reached  whose  emphasis  those  who  listened  eaa 
never  fbrget 

"  *  We  cannot  consecrate  nor  hallow  this  ground.  The  brave  men,  living  and  dead,  who 
struggled  here,  have  consecrated  it  far  above  our  power  to  add  or  detract  The  world  will  but 
fittle  note,  nor  long  remember,  what  we  say  here ;  but  it  can  never  forget  what  ihey  did  here.  It 
is  for  us,  the  living,  rather  to  be  re-dedioated  to  the  unfinished  work,  whidi  they  have  thus  £ir 
nobly  carried  on.* 

"  It  seemed  as  the  actual  offering  of  himself  and  that  vast  concourse,  and,  indeed,  the  millions 
over  whom  he  presides,  a  sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  country,  of  duty,  of  God.  Bvery  heart  realized 
it  as  a  solemn  sincerity.  But  in  none  did  it  appear  $o  personal,  ao  Hnoere,  as  in  the  earnest  and 
devoted  Chief  Magistrate  who  was  addreMing  ua.** 
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CHAPTER    XXXIV. 

CHIOKAMAUGA. 

(AiOgvAt  and  8«i>temlMr,  1868.) 

THS  RIBBLS  DlUTBir  AOBOeS  THB  GUICBHBLAND   MOUKTAINS.— IHTBBNOHID  AT  OHATTANOOOi.. — 

KiUTABV  MAi;(suyBE&— The  Battlb  of  CmoKAMAUGA.— Disaotebs. — Hkboism  or  General 
Thomas. — Barren  Victory  of  the  Rebels. — Retreat  of  Patriots  to  Chattanoocja.— 
Lookout  Mountain  and  Missionary  RiDaE. — Chattanooga  Bbsebgbd. 

We  mnst  now  transfer  our  narrative  to  scenes  occurring  in  Eastern  Ten- 
nessee, to  which  region  the  rebels  sullenly  retreated,  followed  by  General 
Koseorans,  after  the  battle  of  Stone  Biver.  During  the  first  five  months 
of  the  year  1863,  there  was  so  much  apparent  inactivity  in  General  Bose- 
crans's  command  as  to  excite  uneasiness  at  Washington,  and  a  general  feel- 
ing of  discontent  throughout  the  country.  The  rebel  army  was,  however, 
gradually  pushed  out  of  Middle  Tennessee,  across  the  Cumberland  Moun- 
tains, and  over  the  Tennessee  River.  They  crossed  this  stream  at  Bridge- 
port, and  retired  to  Chattanooga*  Here  they  made  an  attempt  to  fortify 
themselves  strongly.  Chattanooga,  in  itself  an  insignificant  village,  nestled 
among  the  mountains,  was  an  important  strategic  pomt.  It  commanded 
the  entrance  from  the  South  into  East  Tennessee,  and  was  the  gateway 
firom  the  North,  to  the  vast  and  fertile  plains  of  Georgia  and  Alabama. 

The  road  from  Murfreesboro'  to  Chattanooga  was  long,  wild,  and  moun- 
tainous. In  the  pursuit  of  the  foe  the  utmost  precautions  were  necessary 
to  protect  our  extended  line  of  communication  from  our  base  at  !N'ashville. 
It  was  not  until  August  of  1863,  that  the  patriot  troops  were  able  to  effect 
the  passage  of  the  Cumberland  Mountains.  The  defences  of  Chattanooga 
were  of  such  a  character  that  General  Bosecrans  deemed  it  unwise  to  at- 
tempt a  direct  attack  from  the  north,  but  sought  by  a  flank  movement  to 
approach  the  place  from  the  south. 

To  veil  this  operation  and  distract  the  attention  of  the  enemy,  General 
Waggoner  was  detached  from  his  division,  then  in  the  Sequatchie  Valley, 
nearly  west  of  Chattanooga,  and  with  Wilder's  Cavalry  crossed  Walden's 
Ridge  to  a  point  nearly  opposite  the  town.  General  Hazen  proceeded  to 
Poe'fl  Tavern,  a  few  miles  north.  A  force  of  cavalry,  under  Colonel 
Minty,  four  thougand  in  number,  with  three  ttonsand  infantry,  was  Bent 
to  Smithfield. 

This  feint  was  very  successful.  For  three  weeks  these  troops  presented 
a  menacing  front  on  the  western  banks  of  the  river.  Batteries  were  planted 
to  throw  shells  into  the  town,  and  two  steamboats  and  a  horse-ferry  were 
captured.  On  the  Slst,  Colonel  Minty  opened  fire  upon  the  town  from  one 
of  his  batteries,  and  made  an  ostentatious  show  of  crossing  the  river  just 
above  Chattanooga.  The  mounted  men  exhibited  themselves  at  various 
points  many  miles  apart  along  the  river  banks,  leading  the  rebels  to  imag- 
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ine  that  the  whole  Union  army  was  before  them.  Pontoon  bridges  were 
placed  ready  for  use,  where  the  scouts  of  the  enemy  would  be  sure  to  see 
them.  So  completely  were  the  foe  thus  baffled,  that  apparently  they  had ' 
no  conception  of  the  real  movement  intended,  until  General  Rosecrans  had 
crossed  the  river  unopposed,  below  the  town,  and  tlie  divisions  of  McCook 
and  Thomas  showed  thetmselves  on  Lookout  Houstai^. 

The  bombardment  which  General  Waggoner  opened  upon  the  town 
continued  for  twenty  days.  It  proved  quite  damaging  to  property;  though 
it  hardly  affected  the  strength  of  the  place.  Early  in  September  tiie  patriot 
troops  crossed  the  river  by  a  bridge  and  rafts  which'  they  had  eonstructed 
at  Bridgeport.  On  the  7th  the  rebels  commenced  evacuating  Chattanooga. 
On  the  9th  a  portion  of  the  Ninety-seventh  Ohio  entered  a  deserted  rebel 
battery  on  Bell  Mountain.  The  same  day  General  Wood's  Division  drove 
the  rebels  from  Lookout  Point  and  entered  the  city  in  trinmplL 

This  truly  was  a  great  feat.  In  twenty-three  days  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland,  marching  three  hundred  miles  fix)m  their  base  of  suppUes, 
carrying  forty-five  days'  rations,  had  passed  over  three  ranges  of  moiuih 
tains,  varying  from  fifteen  hundred  to  twenty-four  hxmdred  feet  in  hei^i^ 
bad  crossed  a  river  a  quarter  of  a  mUe  wide,  and  captured  one  of  the  meet 
powerftd  natural  strongholds  in  the  United  States.  All  this  they  had 
accomplished  with  the  loss  of  but  six  men.  The  death  of  four  oi  these 
was  caused  by  an  accident.  For  the  rebels  to  allow  the  patriot  army  to 
retain  peimanent  possession  of  Chattanoc^  was  equivalent  to  the  sqt- 
render  of  Tennessee  and  Georgia.  The  authorities  at  Kichmond  were 
much  alarmed.  Two  divisioijs  were  promptly  sent  from  their  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  and  also  large  forces  from  Charleston,  Savannah,  and  Mo- 
bile, to  aid  General  Bragg  to  recover  his. lost  position.  Indeed,  some  of 
these  troops  were  on  their  way  before  the  place  fell,  but  they  did  not  ai- 
rive  in  season  to  prevent  the  evacuation. 

General  Eosecrans  cautiously,  that  he  might  aToid  a  trap,  pursued  the 
retreating  foe.  An  old  negro  teamster  came  into  the  camp,  and,  inquiring 
for  the  Yankee  general,  gave  information  of  great  importance  respecting 
the  position  of  the  reb^  forces.  For  several  days  there  was  manoeuvring 
between  the  hostile  armies,  each  striving  for  an  opportunity  to  irtrike  a 
fatal  blow.  On  Friday,  the  18th  of  September,  the  patriot  army  was 
pretty  well  eoncentrated  on  the  western*,  banks  of  the  West  Chiokamauga 
Biver.  They  were  at  a  spot  about  fourteen  miles  from  Chattanooga,  mid- 
way between  that  place  and  Lafayette.  The  rebels,  famoliar  with  erve^ 
foot  of  the  ground^  moved  up  the  east  side  of  the  riv^.  A  series  of  skir- 
mishes ensued  with  long-range  artiUay  firing,  while  each  party  was  pre- 
paring for  a  decisive  battle.     Thus  the  day  passed. 

Saturday  morning  dawned,  cold  and  chilly,  envelopiug  both  aannies  in 
a  heavy  river  f<^.  Muffled  in  overcoats,  and  gathered  around  huge  cMn|>- 
fires,  the  patrioto  were  preparing  for  the  t^rriUe  woA  before  them.  They 
were  not  aware  how  strong  a  foroe  had  been  accumulating  for  their  de- 
struction. 

About  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  battle  was  opened  by  a  brigade 
of  piatriot  troops  falling  impetuously  upon  a  rebel  force  stationed  at  Bead's 
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Fori  The  rebels  were  driven  back,  and  the  patriots  phmged  into  the 
river  to  £11  their  eauteens,  for  water  was  very  scarce  among  the  hills 
where  they  had  been  obliged  to  mass  themselves.  But  in  a  few  moments 
the  rebels  advanced  in  accumnlated  force,  and  the  patriots  were  crowded 
back,  losing  three  pieces  of  artillery.  The  position  the  army  now  occu- 
pied was  nearly  that  of  a  straight  line.  The  corps  of  General  Thomas 
was  on  the  left,  that  of  General  Crittenden  in  the  centre,  and  General 
McCook^s  on  the  right. 

It  was  the  rebel  General  Longstreet's  Division,  probably  twenty  thou- 
sand in  number,  which  came  rushing  across  the  shallow  streamlet,  whose 
waters  afforded  bnt  little  impediment  to  their  advance.  In  a  cool,  stately, 
deliberate  charge,  General  Thomas  advanced  to  meet  them.  Bebel  can- 
non, worked  with  deadly  precision,  cut  great  gaps  in  the  advancing  line, 
but  the  veteran  warriors  closed  calmly  up  and  pressed  on  undaunted. 
From  double  lines  of  rebel  infantry  musket-balls  fell  thickly  upon  them. 
By  the  resistless  onward  sweep  several  batteries  of  the  foe  were  taken, 
Yolunteers  and  regulars  vied  with  each  other  in  deeds  of  bravery.  For 
nearly  a  mile  the  rebels  were  driven  back,  rallying  only  to  disperse ;  re- 
rallying  caoly  to  diBBolve.  Two  captured  batteries  were  turned  upon  the 
retreating  foe,  and  the  victory  seemed  to  be  decisive. 

But  while  success  thus  crowned  the  patriot  arms  on  the  left,  very 
different  scenes  were  witnessed  on  the  right  and  centre.  The  rebel 
Generals  Polk  and  HiU,  massing  their  veteran  legions,  dashed  upon 
Palmar  and  Van  Cleve  on  the  extreme  right.  Bushing  upon  their 
weaker  adversaries,  they  overpowered  them  by  the  weight  <rf  numbers, 
and,*  piercing  their  line,  cut  them  into  two  fra^ents.  Van  Clove's  Divi- 
sion seemed  to  be  hopelesdly  routed,  when  General  Davis  arrived,  and,  by 
desperate  energy,  for  a  time  restored  the  fortune  of  the  day.  It  was,  how- 
ever, with  the  i^els,  a  matter  of  necessity  to  e^Gsct  a  diversion  in  favor  of 
liongstreet,  whose  troops  were  so  badly  routed.  If  Longstreet  were  driven 
xnuc^  farther,  Generid  Thomas,  with  his  exultant  troops,  could  fall  upon 
the  As^k  of  Hill's  and  Polk's  Divisions,  and  thus  the  rebel  army  would 
meet  with  a  disastrous  defeat.  The  only  way  to  prevent  this  wad  now  to 
overwhelm  the  troops  of  McCook  and  Crittenden. 

Every  available  rebel  was  consequently  brought  up.  The  column  was 
goaded  fcrward  by  every  energy  which  eould  be  brought  to  bear  upon  it. 
Tiiey  w^e  driving  furiously  and  destructively  on,  when  General  Thomas 
reluctant^  abandoned  his  pursuit  of  Longstreet,  and  turned  back  to  the  aid 
of  his  sorely-pressed  comrades.  It  is  not  our  purpose  to  attempt  a  detail 
of  aU  the  eddies  and  currents  of  the  battle.  It  19  impossible  to  make  such 
a  narrative  interesting,  and  scatrcely  possible  to  make  it  intelligible,  to  the 
general  reader.  It  is  our  only  design  to  give  those  grand  and  decisive 
features  of  the  conflict  in  whidi  all  are  interested  and  which  all  can 
understand.  This  sreSnibroement  checked  the  progress  of  the  Multant 
foe. 

Soon,  however,  they  formed  anothw  battle-line,  and  again  moved  for- 
ward in  the  determined  charge.  Again  they  were  checked  and  driven 
back  by  the  solid  phalanx  which  opposed  them.    It  was  four  o'clock  in 
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the  afternoon.  The  wearied  and  bleeding  troops  were  alike  glad  on  both 
Bides  for  the  few  hours  of  repose  which  ensued.  Still,  just  before  sunset,  a 
heavy  artillery  fire  was  concentrated  by  the  rebels  on  a  portion  of  our 
lines.  This  was  followed  by  a  furious  charge  upon  the  point  which  it 
was  supposed  the  cannonade  had  weakened. 

Among  the  incidents  of  this  day's  battle,  the  repulse  of  Longstreet's 
men  on  our  left  by  Colonel  "Wilder  deserves  special  mention.  Wilder's 
men  were  in  the  edge  of  a  forest,  through  which  a  ditch  ran,  five  or  six 
feet  deep,  to  carry  off  the  water  of  an  adjacent  swamp.  As  the  rebels 
entered  the  open  field  in  front  of  the  forest,  in  masses  ftdly  exposed,  the 
mounted  infantry,  with  their  seven-shooting  rifles,  poured  in  upon  them  a 
continuous  blast  of  lead,  which  swept  down  with  frightful  slaughter.  At 
the  same  time,  Colonel  liUy,  with  his  Indiana  battery  of  xlfled  ten-pound- 
ers, hurled  through  their  ranks  double-diotted  canister,  at  less  than  three 
hundred  yards.  Every  shot  seemed  to  telL  Before  this  awftd  fire,  the 
head  of  the  column  melted  away.  It  broke,  fled,  was  again  rallied,  and 
poshed  forward  through  a  terrific  fire  into  the  ditch,  where  they  crowded 
together  for  shelter,  in  a  long,  straight  line,  like  swarming  bees. 

Instantly  Colonel  lilly  wheeled  around  two  of  his  guns  into  such  a 
position  that  he  could  pour  through  the  whole  length  of  the  ditch  his 
horrible  double  canister.  The  slaughter  was  frightftil — scarcely  a  man 
escaped. 

'*  At  this  point,"  says  Colonel  Wflder, "  it  actually  seemed  a  pity  to  kill 
men  so.  They  fell  in  heaps ;  and  I  had  it  in  my  heart  to  order  the  firing 
to  cease,  to  end  the  awftd  sight." 

But  mercy's  voice  was  lost  in  war's  loud  thunders.  The  seven-shooters 
and  the  rifled  cannon  poured  into  the  struggling  mass  their  deadly  charges, 
crushing  and  mangling,  until  the  ditch  was  fill^  with  goiy  bodies.  ^^  When 
the  firing  ceased,  one  could  have  walked  two  hundred  yards  down  that 
ditch  on  dead  rebels,  without  toudiing  the  ground."  Kot  less  than  two 
thousand  wejre  struck  down  by  this  terrible  fire.  Thus  terminated  the 
first  day's  battle  of  Ohickamauga. 

Night  came,  with  gloom  and  sad  apprehensions.  It  was  evident  that 
the  patriots  were  outnumbered.  Bragg's  whole  army  was  there,  and  half 
of  Johnston's  army.  Buckner's  Division  from  East  Tennessee,  a  large  part 
of  Longstreet's  veteran  corps  firom  Yirginia,  and  twelve  thousand  fresh 
troops  from  Georgia,  had  also  been  concentrated  to  crush  the  patriots. 
This  force  could  not  be  less,  probably,  than  eighty  thousand  men,  while 
many  estimated  the  number  as  high  as  one  hundred  thousand.  Beenforce- 
ments  to  swell  the  rebel  ranks  were  also  continually  arriving.  Our  troops 
were  far  away  from  their  base  of  supplies,  and  in  the  very  heart  of  the 
rebel  country.  They  consisted  of  General  Rosecrans's  Stone  River  army, 
with  Brannon's  and  Reynolds's  Divisions  added.  In  all,  they  amounted 
to  aboat  fifty-five  ihousaod  ncien*  They  could  not  hope  lor  any  reen£[»'oe- 
ments  befofe  the  conflict  was  ended.  These  were  fefurfiQ  odds,  wh»i  the 
results  of  a  serious  defeat  were  considered. 

There  were  two  roads  running  to  Rossville,  about  two  miles  apart 
One  passed  through  a  gap  on  the  right  of  Missionary  Ridge,  and  the  other 
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on  the  left.  After  pftssing  throngh  the  gap,  the  country  between  these 
roads  is  nearly  level,  covered  with  dense  forests  of  oak  and  pine,  with 
imall  clearings  scattered  abont.  Here,  between  these  two  roads,  the 
greater  part  of  our  forces  were  assembled.  The  army  was,  as  before,  in 
three  divisions.  General  Thomas  was  on  the  right,  Qcmeral  Crittenden  in 
the  centre,  and  General  iCoCook  on  the  left.  Thns  arranged,  with  here 
and  there  a  few  breastworks  hastily  thrown  up,  they  anxiously  awaited  the 
morrow.  In  consequence  of  the  dense  woods  all  around,  artillery  could  not 
be  much  used.  A  few  exposed  points  were  open  to  the  rai^e  of  the  guns, 
but  mainly  the  issues  of  the  battle  depended  upon  musketry  and  the  bayonet. 

The  early  light  of  Sunday  morning,  September  20th,  struggled  gloomy 
and  chill  throi^h  heavy  banks  of  fog.  Gradually,  however,  the  vapor 
was  dispersed,  and  the  sun  burst  forth  in  all  its  splendor,  illumining  a  scene 
of  wonderftd  beauty,  which  was  soon-  to  be  deformed  by  the  lurid  fire^ 
and  the  billowy  smoke  of  battle.  General  Rosecrans  rode  along  the  lines 
with  words  of  cheer,  to  nerve  the  men  for  the  sten^  strt^gle  which  he  w^ 
knew  awaited  them. 

The  rebel  lines  were  formed  much  as  on  the  day  befbte.  Longstreet^s 
men,  who  had  recovered  from  their  panic,  were  on  the  right,  HiU  in  the 
centre,  and  Polk  on  the  left.  About  ten  o'clock  the  battle  commenced^ 
With  almost  the  suddenness  of  a  thunder-elap.  The  rebels  made  a  rush 
upon  our  right  wing,  nearly  enveloping  the  patriot  troops  of  N^ey, 
Johnson,  Baird,  and  Palmer  with  their  overwhelming  numbeitj.  Magnifi- 
e&ntly  for  two  hours  the  patriots  met  the  shock^  standing  as  immovable  ^ 
the  earth  beneath  their  feet.  The  rebels  then  massed  their  forces  for  a  resist- 
less charge  in  three  strong  columns,  one  following  the  other.  The  first  was 
istaggered ;  it  recoiled,  and  fled  before  tiie  storm  of  lead  hurled  pitilessly  inte 
their  faces.  The  second  coli^mn,  in  still  st^ronger  numbers,  sprang  from  the 
ground,  where  they  had  been  lying  flat  upon  their  fttces,  and  with  yells  which 
made  the  forest  ring,  rushed  forward,  pouring  in  volley  i^r  volley  as  they  ran. 

When  within  a  hundred  yards  of  the  Union  lines  they  were  met  with 
such  a  terrific  fire  that  they,  too,  were  brought  to  a  sudden  stand.  A 
tremor  seemed,  for  a  moment,  to  pass  tiirough  the  whole  line,  as  if  struck 
by  a  galvanic  shock.  Then  suddenly  the  line  disappeared,  aYid  was  re- 
solved into  a  shapeless  mass  of  fugitives,  rushing  from  the  field  with 
scarcely  a  semblance  of  organization.  The  third  columli  now  came  for- 
ward, not  to  attempt  a  charge,  but  only  to  cover  the  retreat  of  their  com- 
panions, and  to  arrest  the  pursuit  which  the  patriot  troops  ii^tinctively 
Commenced. 

This  direct  attack  having  failed,  the  next  movement  of  the  rebels  was 
an  attempt  to  flank  Thomas's  left,  gain  possession  of  the  Bossville  road, 
and  drive  the  corps  into  the  mountains,  where  it  could  easily  be  captured 
by  the  overwhelming  numbers  of  the  rebels.  This  anticipated  movement 
was  promjytly  detected  by  General  Thomas,  and  he  prepared  as  well  al 
possible  to  meet  it  Charge  after  charge  was  sticcessftilly  repelled.  Thu^ 
until  noon,  all  things  went  well.  Providence  seeming  to  smite  upon  thd 
patriot  armi^.  Our  men,  who  had  met  the  brunt  of  the  attack,  were  greatly 
txhausted.    It  was  necessary  to  relieve  them,  as  ft  was  certain  tibat  freoA 
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numbers  >irould  doon  oome  roslimg  upon  their  thin,  bleeding,  wearied 
nmks.  *fhe  inevitable  movement  to  exchange  the  exhausted  for  fresh 
troops  was  hazardous.  Oould  it  be  aocomplished  before  the  enemy  should 
have  a  chismce  to  take  advantage  of  the  momentary  confusion,  the  foe 
would,  in  aU  probability,  be  efibctually  repulsed. 

But  the  eagle-eyed  enemy  saw  the  first  indications  of  the  confiision  the 
change  involved.  Fresh  troops  wm«  inmiediately  brought  up,  and  crowded 
f(Hward  in  the  assault.  As  they  advanced,  rebel  batteries  played  over  their 
heads  into  our  lines.  With  exultant  yells  they  broke  through  the  patriot 
ranks,  scattering  everywhere,  through  the  right  wing,  dismay  and  death. 
Whole  regiments  melted  away  by  death,  capture,  and  flight.  Many  regi« 
ments,  in  their  confused  retreat,  lost  all  organization.  Officers  were 
separated  from  their  compimies,  and  flags  fi\>m  their  regiments.  Even  the 
)»avest  knew  not  how  or  where  to  rally.  General  Rosecrans  was  cut  off 
from  commonication  with  General  Thomas,  and  for  a  time,  as  he  looked 
upon  the  swollen  flood  of  fugitives  rolling  before  and  beidnd  him,  he 
thought  his  whole  army  vanquished. 

Aided  by  many  officers,  General 
Rosecrans  made  the  most  strenuous 
efforts  to  rally  the  fiigitives.  But, 
iu  that  hour  of  disast^  and  con- 
sternation, all  human  efforts  seemed 
of  but  little  avaiL  In  the  best  order 
which  oould  be  attained  under  the 
eircumstances,  these  fragments  of 
the  demolished  portions  of  the  right 
wing  and  centre  were  marched  back 
to  BosBVille.  But  for  the  heroism 
of  General  Thomas  and  his  gallant 
men,  who  held  the  left  of  our  line, 
the  battle  would  not  only  have  been 
lost,  but  the  whole  army  would  have 
been  routed  and  dispersed;  T^ines- 
lee  and  Kentucky  would  have  be^i 
regained  by  the  rebels,  and  the  rebel 
Ooafederacy  would  probably  have 
been  galvanized  into  another  year 
of  life.  From  this  disaster  the  eomv 
1^  of  General  Thomas  and  his  he- 
fnic  corps  saved  the  nation. 

As  tiber%ht  and  centre  of  tiie  pa- 
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Wot  anny  disappeatred,  leaving  only  "A™*  ot  flraeatAMAuoA-swoHD  day's  battia 
the  division  of  General  Thomas  to  confit)nt  the  whole  Confederate  army, 
the  rebels,  with  tiie  flero^aess  of  famished  wolves  leaping  into  the  fold, 
plunged  upon  the  feeble  band,  which  was  alone  le&  to  oppose  them.  The 
j^triots  manfully  breasted  the  stonn,  while,  dowly,  flrmly,  and  in  un- 
brt^n  array,  tl^  retired  to  a  new  position,  where  they  might  more 
advantageously  meet  the  AtooL    They  soon  reached  a  gentle  elevation. 
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upon  which  they  made  their  stand.  They  counted,  in  all,  but  twenty 
thousand  men,  with  three  batteries.  From  the  hill  they  looked  down  upea 
an  army  eighty  thousand  strong,  adv^andng  for  their  destruction — ^an  army 
flushed  with  victory,  haying  just  put  to  rout  thirty-fiye  thousand  patriot 
troops,  supported  by  one  hundred  and  fifty  guns. 

All  that  Gteneral  Thomas  could  now  hope  to  do,  by  the  most  heroic 
valor,  was  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the  army.  He  had  only  his  own  division, 
with  Johnson's  Corps  of  McOook's  Division.  The  plain  below  them  was  black 
with  threatening  masses  of  the  foe,  marching  upon  them  in  front  and  flai&. 
The  semicircular  ridge  occupied  by  the  Unionists  afforded  them  consider- 
able advantage.  The  key  of  the  position  was  held  by  Colonel  Harkcr's 
Brigade.  The  rebels  were  pressing  on  ftiriously,  pouring  in  an  incessant 
and  deadly  fire.  The  patriots  stood  firm,  but  still  their  destruction  seemed 
inevitable.  Suddenly  a'  cloud  of  dust  was  seen  in  the  rear.  It  excited 
both  terror  and  hope.  It  might  be  the  cavalry  of  the  foe  flanking  theiB' 
It  might  be  patriot  friends  hastening  to  their  succor.  The  inoid^it  is  thus 
graphically  described  by  Mr.  Shanks,  the  ccnrespondent  of  the  K ew  Yoik 
"  Herald,"  who  was  on  the  field  at  the  time : — 

^^  General  Thomas,  near  the  centre  oi  the  army,  was  engaged,  about  one 
o'clock,  sitting  on  his  horse  in  the  hollow  of  a  ridge  in  an  open  field,  bdund 
Harker's  Brigade,  busy  watching  a  heavy  cloud  of  dust  in  the  rear,  in  sueh 
a  direction  that  it  might  be  General  Granger  with  reenforcements,  or  it 
might  be  the  enemy.  It  cast  a  cloud  over  his  si^rits  whidi  waa  plainly 
visible  to  one  who  observed  him,  as  I  confess  I  did  that  day,  with  eve^ 
increasing  admiration.  The  truth  is,  that  General  Thomas,  at  one  o'<dock, 
p.  H.  oa  the  last  day  of  this  battle,  had  no  disposition  to  fight  any  more, 
and  feared  the  result  of  the  next  rebel  attack.  And  so  he  watched  wiA 
natural  anxiety  the  development  of  the  cloud  of  dust,  which  was  then  no 
more  than  a  mile  distant.  If  it  dissolved  to  reveal  friends,  thsn  they  would 
be  welcome ;  for  at  this  hour  fr'esh  friends  were  all  that  was  needed.  If  it 
disclosed  the  enemy,  then  the  day  was  lost,  and  it  became  the  duty  of 
those  who  formed  the  last  square  on  this  battle-field  to  throw  into  the 
teeth  of  the  victorious  enemy  a  defiance  as  grandly  contemptuous  as  that 
of  the  Cambronne,  and  die.  There  was  no  escape  if  the  troops  moving 
were,  as  it  was  feared,  the  cavalry  of  the.  enemy. 

'^  ^  Take  my  glass,  some  one  of  you  whose  horse  stands  steady.  TeQ  me 
what  you  sea' 

^^  In  the  dust  that  emei^ed,  thiek  as  the  clouds  that  precede  the  storm, 
nothing  could  be  distingidshed  but  a  moving  mass  of  men.  But  it  wai 
seen  that  they  were  infantry.  This  information  made  Thomas  brea^ 
more  freely.  If  infantry,  it  was  much  more  likely  to  be  Ghrai^^  than  the 
enemy.  At  this  moment  a  tall  officer  with  the  yellow  straps  of  a  captam 
of  infantry  presented  himself  to  General  Thomas. 

^^  ^  General,'  said  he,  ^  I  am  cut  off  from  General  N^ley,  and  cannot 
find  him.     I  b^  leave  to  r^Kirt  to  you  for  duty,  sir,  of  any  character.' 

'^  ^  Captain  Johnson,'  said  the  General  to  the  speaker  (Captain  Jofansoa, 
Second  Indiana  Cavalry,  inspeetor^general  on  General  Negley's  staffs 
^  ride  over  there,  and  report  to  me  who  and  what  that  force  is»' 
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^^  In  an  instant  Johnson  was  gone — gone  upon  a  mission  which  proved 
itself  to  be  a  more  dangerons  one  than  any  of  ns  supposed.  As  he  slowly 
emei^ed  from  a  dense  foliage  of  willows  growing  about  a  narrow  stream 
in  the  rear,  we  heard  the  rq>ort  of  sev^ial  rifles,  and  saw  him  halt  for 
a  second,  and  then,  dashing  spurs  to  his  horse,  disappear  in  a  thick 
wood  in  the  direction  of  the  coming  mass  of  troops,  still  enveloped  in 
clouds  of  dust.  In  a  few  minutes  he  again  emerged  fr(«n  this  timber, 
and  following  him  came  the  red,  white,  and  blue  crescent-shaped  battle- 
flag  of  Gordon  ^Granger.  We  had  wished  for  night,  and  it  was  Blucfaer 
who  haid  come  to  us.  At  a  quarter  past  one,  Steedman  first,  and  Gordon 
Granger  afterwards,  had  wrung  the  hand  of  the  statue  ThcHuas,  who 
had  gone  through  the  terrible  scenes  of  the  last  two  days'  battle  to  be 
melted  and  moved  at  this  hour.  As  Granger  came  up,  I  felt  that  from 
the  face  of  the  heavens  a  great  cloud  had  passed,  and  the  sun  was  shining 
once  more  upcm  us  as  with  the  same  benignant  rays  of  former  victories." 

The  rebels  had  attained  a  position  on  the  ridge  to  tl^  right  of  General 
Thomas,  where  they  were  massing  a  great  force  preparatory  to  a  charge. 
General  Granger,  who  had  so  opportunely  arrived,  was  immediately  pushed 
forward  to  attempt  to  dislodge  them.  The  charging  column  was  promptly 
formed.  The  Ninety-sixih  Illinois,  Colonel  Champion,  was  on  the  right. 
The  One  Hundred  and  Fifteenth  Illinois,  Colonel  J.  H.  Moore,  occupied 
the  centre.  The  Twenty-second  Michigan,  Colonel  Le  Fevre,  was  on  the 
left.  General  Steedman  conducted  the  charge.  The  perilous  task  as- 
signed to  them  could  not  be  performed  leisurely.  On  the  fall  run  they 
started  over  the  rough  inequalities  of  the  ground,  and  in  the  £fice  of  a  wither- 
ing fire.  With  fixed  bayonets,  impelled  by  reckless  valor,  they  pressed  on, 
supported  by  the  Seventy-eighth  Illinois  and  the  Twenty-first  Ohio,  till 
they  gained  the  crest  occupied  by  the  rebels,  and  drove  them  from  it. 
With  recruited  nimibers,  the  rebels  made  desperate  efforts  to  recover  their 
lost  position.  At  one  time,  one  of  the  r^ments,  the  One  Hundred  and 
Fifteenth  Illinois,  which  had  never  before  been  in  a  general  engagement, 
recoiled  before  the  tremendous  onset.  General  Steedman  seized  the  colors, 
and  advancing,  shouted,  in  a  voice  which  rang  all  along  the  line,  ^^  Go 
back,  boys,  if  you  wiU,  but  the  fiag  will  not  go  with  you.^' 

Thns  inspirited,  the  heroic  boys  stood  firm.  Mid  did  their  duty  manfully. 
With  others,  they  fell  upon  the  rebels  so  fiercely  as  to  drive  them  back  full 
half  a  mile.  The  enemy,  in  their  retreat,  left  their  dead  and  wounded 
behind  them.  Aft»r  dark  our  troops  were  withdrawn.  When  the  troops 
arrived  at  head-^quarters,  aft«r  having  accomplished  gloriously  their  mission, 
General  Thomas  said,  *^  You  have  saved  my  corps.^  It  was  not  too  high 
praise.  In  saving  that  heroic  corps,  the  salvation  of  the  whole  army  had 
been  secured.  The  achievement  was  not  accomplished  without  severe 
loss.  Many  brave  patriots  were  left  pulseless  and  silent  in  death  upon  that 
blood-stained  soil. 

The  swarmii^  rebels,  though  for  a  moment  repulsed,  were  by  no  means 
beaten.  There  was  a  lull  for  an  hour  in  the  storm  of  battle,  while  the 
rebels  were  accumulating  a  force  for  another  attack.  This  hour  of  grace 
was  of  priceless  value  to  the  patriots.    N%fat  alone  could  save  them.    All 
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they  could  hope  fbr  wat  to  parokmg  the  confiict  until  darknasB  flboold  oome 
to  their  aid.  The  only  remaining  doson  cannon  they  had^  weie  plaeed 
where  each  one  must  do  the  woi^  of  a  battery.  The  rebels  conld  be 
didtincdy  seen  re-arranging  their  men  finr  another  onset  The  paArioti 
oonM  only  wait  in  stem  patience  to  meet  the  storm. 

Just  then,  dirough  dust  and  smoke,  begrimed  and  mud-spatteted, 
Brigadier-General  Garfield,  chief  of  General  Bosecrans's  staff,  appesu»d 
with  Captain  Gaw,  Genial  Thomas's  chi^  a£  topographers,  at  the  head- 
quarters. They  had  ridden  ^m  Ohattanoc^a,  passing  ti:irou^  afiery  ordeaL 
General  Garfield's  horse  had  been  shot  from  under  him,  his  orderly  killed, 
his  clothes  tattered  and  torn,  ai»i  ahnost  by  a  mireele  he  had  foroed  his 
way  through,  to  share  the  &te  of  the  devoted  band  of  patriots.  He 
brought  the  cheering  message  that  General  Boeecrana  had  not  foi^tten 
his  brave  companions ;  he  was  organizing  his  scattered  troops,  and  would 
soon  bring  than  forward  to  their  relief.  The  glad  news  was  rapidly  cirei&* 
lated  among  the  men,  inquiring  them  with  fresh  courage. 

By  this  time  the  foe  were  again  oe&a  advancing.  At  the  same  raomeai 
a  large  white  dove  %hted  upon  a  dead  tree,  nearly  over  the  head  of 
General  Thomas,  and  sat  there,  calmly  watdiing  the  battle  from  her 
dangerous  perch,  until  the  patriot  shout  of  victory  startled  her  awa^,  as  if 
to  spread  ^e  joyM  news.  The  Unionists,  in  perfect  sHence,  wbh  loaded 
guns  and  compressed  lips,  awaited  the  dreadful  onset.  The  explosion  of  a 
single  cannon  was  heard ;  a  rebel  shell  was  hurtled  shrieking  through  iha 
air,  and  exploding  over  the  heads  of  the  patriots^  It  was  the  signal  for 
the  reheL  chaise.  They  rushed  as  the  storm-swept  billow  rushes;  thej 
were  met  as  the  rode  dashes  back  the  surge.  C!olonel  Turchin,  who  occib- 
pied  the  centre,  rushed  forward  in  pursuit  of  the  br(^en  bands  of  the  foe. 
With  great  impetuosity  he  followed  them,  ci^turing  neturly  the  whole  of  a 
Mississippi  raiment.  Chasing  the  fugitives  farther  than  was  pmd^it,  he 
became  himself  involved  in  &e  masses  of  the  enemy.  He  was  nearly 
surrounded ;  but  turning  his  men,  he  cut  his  way  back  with  three  hundred 
prisoners,  though  not  without  severe  loss  to  himaelf. 

The  rebels  now  prepared  for  another  charge ;  it  was  the  final  fling  of 
foiled  desperation  and  rage.  Our  m^n  were  becoming  fearfully  reduced. 
The  Third  Kentucky  B^iment,  which  went  into  the  battle  with  three 
hundred  and  sixty  men,  had  now  but  eighty  left.  The  largest  c<mipaay 
numbered  ten.  Many  other  regiments  had  met  with  nearly  an  equal 
loss.  The  ammunition  was  again  &iling,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to 
search  the  dead  and  the  wounded  for  cartridges.  Still  the  patriots  remained 
firm  and  undaunted.  They  were  Ibrmed  in  two  lines;  the  first  would  fixe 
and  then  step  back  to  load ;  the  second  line  would  then  advance  and  deliver 
its  fire,  again  to  yield  place  to  the  first. 

With  such  ineessant  velocity  were  these  discharges  made,  that  the 
rattle  of  musketry  was  blended  into  almost  an  uninterrupted  roar«  Yet  dl 
seemed  to  be  done  with  the  precision  of  a  holiday  parade;  but  the  men 
were  so  exhausted  by  the  protracted  fight  as  almost  to  stagger  as  they 
advanced  to  deliver  their  fire.  It  was  indeed  bravely  done.  That  little 
handful  of  men,  assaulted  <m  fiank  and  in  front,  and  assailed  by  an  artillery 


file  on  three  sidefi,  for  two  days  leriflled  enreiy  asaralt,  and  Aiallj  repelled 
the  utmoet  energies  of  the  whole  rebel  avmj* 

Just  as  the  sim  was  gJTiking  bdiind  the  peaks  ci  Lookout  Hottntafai, 
the  rebels  were  seen  retreating,  to  get  beyond  the  range  of  those  trusty 
rifles  which  had  already4aid  so  many  of  them  low  in  death.  With  glowing 
hesrts,  but  with  yoicee  fSaint  from  fatigue,  there  burst  forth  from  the  patriot 
lips  the  cheer  of  victory.  They  had  not  only  saved  the  army,  but  they 
had  made  the  name  Chickamauga  resplendent  with  the  ^ory  of  our  arms. 
Kany  a  patriot  ^e  was  nmstened  with  the  tear  of  gratitndie,  and  many  a 
Christian  heart  breathed  forth  the  words  of  thanksgiving. 

During  the  night,  General  Thomas,  with  his  troc^s,  foil  back,  unmo- 
lested, to  a  stroug  position  at  Bossville.  The  enemy  advanced  iq>on  them, 
the  next  day,  and  made  a  cautious  reoonnois9anoe,  but  did  nOt  venture 
upon  an  attack.  The  military  stores,  ambulances,  and  guns,  which  had 
not  been  captured  by  the  enemy,  were  removed  dujring  the  day,  and  the 
patriot  troqps  retired  to  Chattanooga,  where,  strongly  intrendiied,  they 
awaited  the  future.  The  battle  of  (Mckamauga  was  disastrous  to  both 
parties.  The  patriot  loss  was  estimated  at  one  thousand  six  hundred  and 
fifty-six  in  killed,  nine  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty-three  wounded, 
and  five  thousand  and  sixty-seven  missing,  making  a  total  of  sixteen  thou- 
u^d  and  forty-six.  The  rebel  loss  has  never  been  accurately  ascertained. 
They  claimed  that  it  did  not  much  exceed  twelve  tiiousand  men.  But  the 
partial  returns  indicate  that  it  was  even  heavier  than  ours. 

The  battie  of  Chickamauga  was  a  serious  check  to  the  patriot  arms, 
arresting  our  advance.  StUl,  it  did  not  wrest  from  us  any  territory  which 
we  had  previously  gained.  It  was  supposed  that  Chattanooga  could  not 
be  captured  witiiout  a  severe  battle^  Had  we  fought  this  battle  to  gain 
admittance  to  the  place,  instead  of  fighting  it,  as  we  did,  to  secure  po»- 
MBsicm,  the  contest  would  have  been  deemed  a  signal  victory. 

The  Southern  press  did  not  exult  aver  the  result  of  the  conflict. 
Though  the  rebels  claimed  a  victory,  still  they  admitted  that  its  fruits  did 
not  compensate  for  its  losses.  They  gained  nothing  in  territory,  but  little 
In  plunder,  and  nothing  in  position.  They  only  retarded  for  a  few  days  the 
avenging  mardi  of  the  patriots,  at  the  expense  of  a  loss  of  jHx>bably  from 
sixteen  to  twenty  thousand  men.  A  few  more  such  victories  would  prove 
their  utter  ruin. 

The  patriots  retreated  from  their  repulse  to  the  strong  intrenchments 
of  Ohattanoc^^  The  rebels  gathered  around  them,  and  from  various 
elevations  in  the  vicinity  endeavored  to  shell  them  out.  Failing  in  this, 
squads  of  men  were  sent  in  every  direction  to  cut  lines  of  commnnicration, 
destroy  supply  trains,  and  pick  off  any  stragglers  on  the  roads.  These 
measmi'es  were  prosecuted  with  so  much  energy,  that  fears  were  seriously 
^tertained  that  our  army  would  be  compelled  to  evacuate  Chattanooga 
for  want  of  supplies.  The  National  Government,  awake  to  the  importance 
of  nla■lntf^ylTT1g  the  gTouud  gained  at  the  expense  of  so  terrible  a  battiq, 
immediately  forwarded  to  General  Bosecrans  large  ree^forcements.  It 
was  judged  expedient  to  unite  all  the  armies  of  the  West  for  better 
cooperation.    General  U.  S,  Grant,  the  hero  of  Donelson  and  Vicksburg, 
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was  directed  to  take  tiie  general  command.  Some  tmhappj  diSSaronoeB 
occurring  between  General  Bosecraos  and  the  War  Department,  he  was 
removed,  and  General  Thomas  appointed  to  fill  his  place. 

While  all  admitted  the  abili^  and  fitness  of  the  new  commander,  jet 
the  genins  of  G^n^ral  Rosecrans  had  inspired  suA  confidence  in  the  com- 
mnnity,  that  nniversal  regret  was  expressed  at  his  removal.  As  we  study 
the  battie  after  the  excitement  has  passed,  there  seems  to  have  been  no 
mistake  made  which  should  warrant  censure. 

General  Grant  arrived  at  Chattanooga  on  the  23d  of  October,  and 
assimied  command.  By  reference  to  the  map,  it  will  be  seen  that  Chatta- 
nooga is  situated  on  a  bend  of  the  rivar.  Two  and  a  half  miles  southwest 
there  is  a  high  hill,  rising  twenty-four  hundred  feet  above  the  water,  called 
Lookout  Mountain.  Two  miles  west  of  this  mountain  there  is  a  parallel  hill 
called  Raccoon  Mountain,  which,  like  Lookout,  runs  down  to  the  edge  of 
the  river.  A  stream  meanders  through  the  little  valley  between  these 
two  ridges,  called  Lookout  River.  The  railroad  from  Chattanooga  south 
runs  along  the  edge  of  this  little  stream,  crossing  a  depression  in  Raccoon 
Mountain. 

The  rebels  held  both  of  these  ridges,  thus  conmianding  both  the  rail- 
road and  Tennessee  River.  East  of  Lookout  Mountain  there  was  another 
elevation,  called  Missionary  Ridge,  extending  north  and  south  about  seven 
miles.  This  the  rebels  also  occupied,  having  strongly  fortified  it  with 
earthworks  and  with  three  very  respectable  forts,  called  Breckinridge, 
Hindman,  and  Buckner.  These  works  so  effectually  encircled  the  town, 
from  the  river  above  to  the  river  below,  that  it  became  very  difScult  to 
supply  the  numereus  wants  of  the  army.  General  Rosecrans  immediately 
commenced  such  measures  as  were  then  in  his  power  to  displace  the  rebel 
troops  from  their  commanding  position. 

On  the  morning  of  October  37th,  the  forces  of  General  Hooker  and 
General  Howard,  who  had  been  sent  from  Virginia  to  reenforce  Rosecrans, 
left  Bridgeport,  crossing  the  river  on  a  pontoon  bridge,  and  marehed  some 
fourteen  miles  on  the  Chattanooga  road,  comparatively  unmolested.  On 
the  28th  they  continued  their  mareh,  crossing  Raccoon  Mountain  into  the 
valley,  dispersing  a  force  at  Brewn's  Ferry.  As  General  Smith's  Brigade 
mardied  along  by  the  right  of  the  railroad,  almost  under  the  mountain, 
they  were  so  near  the  enemy  on  the  hills  above  that  they  threw  percussion- 
shells  by  hand  at  them,  and  some  few  exploded  in  their  midst. . 

Even  during  the  most  fearful  scenes  of  war,  occasionally  an  incident 
will  occur  exciting  mirth.  While  the  enemy  were  shelling  our  troops  near 
a  house,  some  of  our  soldiers  entered  the  dwelling  and  found  a  woman 
protecting  a  pet  calf  ft^m  shells,  by  placing  it  careftilly  under  a  bed.  She 
herself  courageously  maintained  her  position  in  a  chair,  exposed  to  the 
peril  from  which  she  was  so  tenderly  protecting  the  calf. 

On  the  evening  of  the  28th,  the  enemy  managed  to  get  between  Gen- 
eral Hooker's  two  corps,  the  advance  being  General  Geary's  Division. 
The  rebel  divisions  of  Hood  and  Jenkins  were  massed  on  a  spur  of  Bao* 
coon  Mountain,  thus  enabling  them  to  concentrate  their  forces  so  as  to  M 
on  either  corps. 
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The  i^glity  iHnmined  by  nearly  a  fall  moon,  waa  almost  as  bright  as 
day,  except  where  the  sombre  shadows  from  abmpt  clifb  or  gloomy  forests 
darkened  the  earth.  The  enemy,  abont  one  o^clock  in  the  morning, 
opened  on  General  Gteary's  forces,  a  mile  and  a  half  in  advance.  General 
8charz's  Division  was  immediately  sent  to  their  relie£  As  they  passed 
the  hill  on  which  the  enemy  were  intrenching  themselves,  they  were 
opened  apo)i  vigorously.  General  Howard,  however,  dashed  into  the  fire 
to  urge  forward  the  recnforcements,  to  aid  General  Geary,  or  to  turn  Gen* 
end  Jenkins's  Division,  as  future  events  should  dictate. 

With  two  or  three  of  Ins  staff  he  advanced  coDsiderably  beyond  his 
troops,  when  suddenly  he  came,  upon  a  small  force  of  the  enemy.  The 
rebel  officer,  not  recognizing  his  uniform  as  belonging  to  a  Unionist,  asked 
who  he  was.  Not  losing  self-command,  Howard  replied,  ^^  Friend,"  and 
immediately  asked,  "  Have  you  whipped  the  enemy  I" 

"  No,''  was  the  reply ;  ^'  but  we  should  have  done  so,  if  our  raiments 
had  not  run  off  and  left  us  h^re.  You  had  better  be  careful  in  going  for- 
ward, for  the  Yanks  are  just  in  the  edge  of  those  woods." 

^^  111  be  careful,"  said  the  general,  as  he  rode  one  way  and  the  rebels 
another. 

General  G^ary  was  surprised  by  the  rebel  attack,  and  the  attempt  was 
made  to  turn  his  flank,  but  the  enemy  were  met  with  so  much  determina- 
tion by  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirtynaeventh  New  York,  One  Hundred 
and  Ninth  and  One  Hundred  and  Eleventli  Pennsylvania,  assisted  by  the 
Seventy-eighth  and  One  Hundred  and  Forty-ninth  New  York  and  Twenty- 
seventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  that  all  tideir  efforts  were  in  vain.  Some 
thirty  men  from  the  Twenty-seventh  Pennsylvania,  with  two  artillerymen, 
drag;^  a  gun  of  Knapp's  Battery,  of  which  all  the  horses  had  been  killed, 
to  a  suitable  position,  and  succeeded  in  driving  back  a  flanking  column  of 
rebels.  Every  officer  of  this  battery  was  killed  or  wounded,  but  the  brave 
corps  succeeded  in  repulsing  their  foe  before  assistance  arrived. 

While  this  was  transpiring,  there  was  another  fight  going  on.  As  Gen- 
eral Schuiz  was  attacked  in  passing  the  rebels  on  Eaccoon  Mountain,  the 
importance  of  their  position  was  at  once  noticed  by  General  Hooker. 
Ciolonel  Orlando  Smith,  of  the  Seventy-third  Ohio,  commanding  a  brigade, 
was  ordered  to  take  it  at  all  hazards.  As  the  soldiers  advanced  up  the 
hill,  a  severe  fire  was  opened  on  them.  Slowly  struggling  up  an  ascent, 
difficult  even  at  peaceful  times,  through  brier-brush  tangles  and  fallen 
trees,  the  Seventy-fifth  Ohio  led  the  way,  the  Thirty-third  Massachusetts 
followed,  and  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-sixth  New  York  brought  up 
the  rear.  Losing  numbers  by  the  way,  at  last  a  point  was  reached  whence 
a  charge  could  be  made.  With  wild  and  exultant  outcry  they  dashed 
over  the  crest  of  the  hill,  and  in  a  few  moments  the  enemy  were  flying  in 
confusion,  leaving  quite  respectable  earthworks  in  the  hands  of  the  victors. 

Schurz's  Division,  as  it  advanced,  drove  the  enemy  from  a  neighboring 
hill,  and  thus  secured  their  position,  and  by  half-past  four  in  the  morning 
the  firing  ceased.  By  this  brilliant  achievement  our  lines  of  communica* 
tion  were  greatly  strengthened,  and  we  were  prepared  for  further  aggressive 
movements. 
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LOOKOUT    MOUNTAIK    AND    1CIS8I0KABT   EID^S. 

(November  S2d  to  November  STtb,  18e&.) 

Oomnnoir  of  thb  Arict  at  CoATVAViooaA^r^'PhAXB  or  Bbacki.— Gsnuul  Gbant^b  Flax  Of 
Battle. — Capture  of  Obchard  Kkob. — Sdooessful  Attack  upon  Lookout  Mouutaot.— 

TOPOOBAPHT    OF    THB    RbOIOK. — ATTACK    UP(W    MISSIONARY    ElDOE. — ^ThK    RbBEL    CeNTRI 

Pierced. — Bbtrbat  of  the  Foe.— Yigobous  Pursuit. — ^Battle  of  Botooold. 

The  poBBeeeion  of  a  precarionB  road  for  the  trauBmiBsion  of  supplieB 
beneath  the  batteries  of  the  rebels  did  not  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
National  forces.  Chattanooga  was  virtuallj  besieged  by  the  rebels ;  not 
very  effectually,  it  is  true,  but  so  menacingly,  that  it  was  not  safe  to  employ, 
on  any  distant  expedition,  any  portion  of  its  numerous  garrison* 

The  straggling  town  of  Chattanooga,  which  contains  but  about  four 
thousand  inhabitants,  is  one  hundred  miles 'below  the  city  of  Knoxyille, 
and  but  four  miles  from  the  Georgia  State  line.  General  Grant,  upon  his 
arrival,  the  latter  part  of  October,  to  assume  the  command,  immediately  to<^ 
measures  to  dislodge  the  foe  from  his  commanding  positions  on  Lookout 
Mountain  and  Missionary  Bidge.  The  rebel  General  Bragg,  feeling 
strong  in  numbers,  and  in  the  impregnability  of  bis  fortifications,  had 
detached  fifteen  thousand  men  to  lay  si^e  to  £noxville,  where  General 
Bumside,  with  a  small  force,  was  in  command.  It  was  his  expectation,  afl 
revealed  by  captured  documents,  that  General  Grant  would  tiiuB  be  cour 
strained  to  send  reenforcements  from  Chattauooga  to  the  aid  of  General 
Bumside.  Bragg  then  intended  to  make  a  rush  upon  the  weakened  XJnicHi 
troops  and  drive  them  out  of  Chattano<^a.  Genial  Grant,  however, 
instead  of  falling  into  the  trap,  decided  to  make  an  assault  upoa  the 
weakened  lines  of  Bragg  in  thdr  mountain  fortresses. 

On  the  night  of  November  22d,  the  camp-fires  of  the  rebels  gleamed 
brilliantly  along  the  ridges,  as  we  have  mentioned,  and  illumined  the 
valley  below.  The  lines  of  the  enemy  extended  from  the  extreme  northern 
point  of  Missionary  Bidge,  across  the  valley,  and  up  to  the  summit  of 
Lookout  Mountain,  emh^'acing  a  circuit  of  about  seven  miles.  The  plan 
of  battle  adopted  by  General  Grant  was  to  attack  both  extremes  of  this 
line  with  such  vigor  a3  to  compel  them  to  weaken  the  centre,  and  then  by 
an  impetuous  attack  to  break  through  the  weakened  point.  Generals 
Sherman  and  Davis  were  designated  to  attack  Fort  Buckner,  at  the  head 
of  Missionary  Bidge;  Generals  Hooker,  G^ary,  Osterhaus,  and  Stanley 
were  to  advance  to  the  assault  upon  Lookout  Mountain ;  General  Thomas, 
with  the  corps  of  Generals  Granger  and  Palmer,  was  to  remain  concealed 
by  the  forest  and  the  hills,  awaiting  the  signal  for  them  to  break  through 


LOOKOUT    MOUNTAIN    AND    MISSIOKAEY    BIDGB.       4Si 

the  centre.  General  Howard's  Oorpa  waa  to  be  held  in  reserve  for  anj 
emergency. 

At  one  o'clock  of  Monday,  the  23d,  three  brigades  of  General  Wood's 
Division  were  pushed  forward  on  a  reconnoissance.  They  advanced  from 
the  cover  of  Fort  Wood,  jnst  east  of  the  city,  towards  Missionary  Kidge. 
A  strong  reserve  was  held  in  readiness  to  rush,  in  case  of  need,  to  their 
aid  As  the  troops  emerged  from  the  forest,  the  guns  of  Fort  Wood 
<^ned  upon  the  enemy.  There  was  a  prompt  and  energetic  response 
from  the  rebel  batteries  on  the  cliff.  As  these  patriots  marched  along  the 
valley,  all  their  soldierly  pride  was  aroused  by  the  consciousness  that  they 
were  in  fiili  view  of  both  armies.  The  veterans  of  Vicksburg,  G^ttysbmg, 
and  Chickamaoga  wore  there.  2f  ot  a  straggler  was  seen.  The  movement 
was  conducted  with  the  precision  of  a  parade,  for  which,  indeed,  it  was  for 
a  time  mistaken  by  tlie  enemy.  Soon  they  encountered  the  rebel  skir* 
mishers,  and  drove  them  back  into  the  dense  forest  which  skirted  the  baae 
of  the  mountain.  Here  the  combatants  were  entirely  lost  to  view,  and 
their  position  could  only  be  discerned  by  the  continuous  roar  of  the  battle, 
and  the  smoke  which  rose  above  the  trees  and  floated  gently  away. 

The  edge  of  the  forest  was  skirted  with  rifle-pits.  The  patriot  troops 
pressed  on  with  such  impetuosity,  that  the  rebels  were  quickly  driven  from 
them,  and  fled  along  the  sides  of  the  mountain.  Here  our  troops  came 
upon  a  heavy  mound,  called  Orchard  Knob,  which  they  captured,  securing 
a  hundred  prisoners.  Upon  this  point  they  strongly  intrenched  themselves, 
and  thus  terminated  the  events  of  the  day.  The  rebels  were  evidently 
alarmed  by  this  movement,  and  through  the  night  were  gathering  their 
forces  to  resist  the  continuation  of  the  assault  from  that  point  on  the  mor- 
row. This  was  precisely  the  effect  which  General  Grant  had  wished  to 
accomplish.  He  had  thus,  as  it  were,  taken  command  of  the  rebel  army, 
and  they  were  moving  according  to  his  volition. 

Tuesday  morning  dawned  gloomily ;  the  moxmtain  was  robed  in  clouds 
and  mist,  portentous  of  a  stormy  day.  The  occasional  boom  of  a  cannon 
and  the  shriek  of  a  shell,  indicated  that  there  was  another  storm  also  im- 
pending, more  deadly  than  nature  is  accustomed  to  wage.  Kearly  the 
whole  valley  between  the  two  ridges  was  that  morning  covered  with 
troops  moving  to  and  fro  in  apparently  inextricable  coniusion.  But  a 
master-mind  was  controlling  every  movement.  At  one  o'clock  a  drizzling 
ram  b^an  to  fall,  and  the  mist  became  so  dense  that  all  distant  objectii 
were  lost  to  view.  In  perfect  silence  and  with  admirable  precision,  the 
division  of  General  Sherman  commenced  its  march,  to  assault  the  almost 
inaccessible  heights  of  Missionary  Bidge,  which  was  surmounted  by  a 
strong  and  well-manned  fort  The  countenances  of  these  men  were  grave. 
The  excitement  of  battle  was  not  yet  upon  them,  but  they  had  been  too 
often  in  such  scenes  to  be  ignorant  of  Its  terrors. 

The  rain  was  falling  fast,  and  the  ground  was  drenched.  Advancing  a 
little  to  the  north  of  Orchard  £nob,  the  troops  reached  the  base  of  the 
cliff  but  slightly  annoyed  by  the  skirmishers,  a  few  shells  passing  harm- 
lessly over  their  heads,  and  plunging  deep  into  the  soft  earth  in  their  rear. 
By  four  o'clock  they  had  gained  possession  of  a  semidrcular  mound  which 
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partiall J  encircled  the  norUi  end  of  the  ridge,  being  fieparated  tecfm  it  by 
a  vallej  nearly  half  a  mile  wide.  Here  General  Sherman's  command  in- 
trenched themselves  for  the  night,  and  prepared  for  the  conflict  of  the 
morrow. 

In  the  mean  time,  General  Hooker  marched  down  the  yall^  to  attack 
the  head  of  Lookont  Mountain,  which,  as  we  have  mentioned,  composed 
the  southern  extremity  of  the  rebel  line.  He  was  to  make  a  very  vigor- 
ous demonstration  against  that  point,  with  permission,  should  he  deem  it 
advisable,  to  press  on  and  take  the  summit  With  him  was  Gkmeral 
Geary's  Division  and  the  brigades  of  Whitaker  and  Grover. 

The  rebels  occupied  the  crest  in  great  force,  their  intrendmients  ex- 
tending down  the  front  and  sl<^  of  the  mountain  to  the  base.  The  first 
thirty  feet  of  the  descent  presents  an  almost  perpendicular  wall  of  roek^ 
which  could  not  be  scaled.  A  rugged  and  narrow  road  wound  its  way 
to  the  top,  through  gaps  which  were  carefhlly  guarded  by  the  rebels. 
Early  on  Tuesday  morning.  General  Hooker  pushed  his  columns  into  the 
forest,  and,  thus  concealed  from  observation,  marched  rapidly  around  to 
the  west  side  of  the  mountain,  until  he  reached  a  point  favorable  for  as- 
cending  the  hill.  Having  thus  attained  a  position  in  the  rear  of  the 
rebels,  they  hastily  clambered  the  hill,  opening  a  severe  fire  upon  the 
astonished  foe.  At  the  same  time  the  TTnion  batteries  opened  a  terrific 
fire,  causing  the  very  mountains  to  shake  under  their  terrible  explosiona. 
The  rebels  responded,  with  equal  energy,  from  their  batteries  and  their 
dense  lines  of  infantry. 

Soon  the  mountain  was  so  enveloped  in  clouds  of  smoke  as  entirely 
to  exclude  the  combatants  from  sight  of  the  anxious  spectators  in  the 
valley  below.  The  rebels  found  resistance  almost  in  vain,  and  retreat 
impossible.  They  dispersed  in  all  directions,  many  hiding  in  the  thickets 
and  behind  the  craggy  rocks.  Before  night  thirteen  hundred  and  sixty 
were  taken  prisoners. 

The  perfidy  of  the  rebel  authorities  was  here  strikingly  unveiled. 
jjlost  of  these  prisoners  were  fix)m  Stevenson's  Division,  who  had  been 
paroled  by  General  Grant  at  the  capture  of  Vicksburg.  They  had  not 
been  exchanged,  and  by  the  laws  of  war  their  doom  was  death.  But  it 
appeared  that  they  had  been  informed  by  their  officers  that  they  were 
regularly  exchanged;  and  had  they  again  refused  to  enter  the  service, 
they  would  probably  have  been  forced  to  do  so.  The  authorities  at 
"Washington,  to  whom  the  matter  was  referred,  prohibited  their  execution. 

Our  victorious  troops  continued  to  advance  across  the  mountain  from 
west  to  east,  encountering  the  foe  at  various  points,  but  steadily  pressing 
him  back.  At  two  o'clock  the  severest  stru^e  of  the  day  ensued.  For 
two  hours  the  struggle  was  fierce  and  bloody.  At  length  General  Hooker 
ordered  a  charge,  before  which  the  rebels  sullenly  and  deliberately  retired 
from  their  works  and  fell  back  some  distance.  Here  they  formed  a  new 
line,  and  attempted  an  assault  in  their  turn.  Bushing  on  with  character- 
istic impetuosity,  they  were  met  and  held  at  bay  for  some  time  by  Gen- 
eral Geary's  Brigade,  nntil  these  brave  patriot  troops  had  entirely  ex- 
hausted their  ammunition.     They  were  just  about  to  retire,  when  jnst 
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at  the  opportune  moment,  hj  tlie  foresiglit  of  General  Hooker,  a  new 
mpply  waa  provided.  The  slackening  fire  of  the  Unionists  had  revealed 
(he  state  of  their  cartridge-hoxee  to  the  enemy,  and  they  were  plunging 
forward  with  a  shout  of  assured  victoiy.  They  were  a  moment  too  late. 
One  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  rounds  had  been  distributed  with  mar> 
vellons  celerity.  Thonsande  of  mnskets  rang  forth  their  orders  for  the 
advancing  rebels  to  halt.  Patriot  rednforcements  had  also  arrived,  and 
the  rebels,  whose  braveiy  had  excited  nnivereal  admiration,  were  again 
repulsed  with  great  slaughter. 

This  struggle  occurred  on  the  eastern  brow  of  TvOi^kout  Mountain. 
The  flash  of  the  guns,  and  often,  througli  breaks  in  the  cload,  the  general 
outline  of  the  contending  masses,  could  be  distinctly  seen,  high  up  on  that 
nigged  peak.  The  sun  went  down  in  clouds,  and  darkness  enveloped 
the  view.  During  the  night  the  discomfited  rebels  were  busy  in  evacua- 
ting the  m^mtain,  by  the  rough  road  which  wound  down  the  eastern  side. 
Several  skinrnshes  occurred  as  exploring  parties  groped  through  the  gloora 
of  night  to  obstruct  the  retreat.  General  Hooker  cantioasly  pushed  for- 
ward his  lines.  His  camp-fires  proclaimed  to  his  friends  below  the  ad- 
vance which  had  been  made.  The  early  light  of  the  morning  revealed 
that  the  foe  had  fled.  The  plan  of  General  Grant,  through  the  effleieney 
of  his  heroic  cooperators,  had  thus  far  been  successful,  even  above  his 
expectations 

On  Wednesday  morning  the  victorious  troops  of  General  Hooker  pursued 
the  retreating  foe  down  the  eastern  declivityof  the  mountain,  across  the  val- 
ley and  up  the  western  side  of  Missionary  Eidge,  by  a  road  which  passed  just 
in  the  rear  of  Forts  Breckinridge  and  Hindman.  The  rebels,  driven  en- 
tirely from  Lookout  Mountain,  and  from  the  northern  brow  of  Missionary 
Ridge,  were,  with  their  united  forces  cumulated  upon  the  summit  of 
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Miflflionarj  Ri<^,  preparing  far  a  desperate  stand.  The  corps  of  General  ^ 
Sherman  now  took  its  turn  at  this  rongh  and  terrible  game  of  battle. 
General  dorse,  at  eleven  o'clock,  with  three  brigades,  commenced  his 
march  from  the  northern  brow  of  the  hill  over  the  plateau.  At  Fort 
Buckner  a  strong  force  of  rebels  repelled  his  assault.  General  Howard 
came  up  with  reenforcements,  and  the  united  corps  with  matchless  energy 
pressed  forward  against  every  disadvantage.  The  fort  was  on  an  emi- 
nence very  diflScult  to  surmount.  The  rebels  rolled  down  huge  rocks 
from  the  cliff  and  threw  hand^renades  upon  their  assailants.  The  rebels 
found  themselves  so  hotly  pressed  that  they  were  compelled  to  call  t(x 
additional  aid  fi^m  their  centre.  The  aid  was  promptly  fhrnished,  and 
the  Union  troops  were  again  repulsed,  or  rather  were  still  held  at  bay. 
For  the  third  time,  in  solid  mass,  the  patriots  attempted  the  almost  impos- 
sible feat.  The  contending  armies  were  soon  in  such  contact  as  to  be 
actually  scorched  by  the  flames  of  each  other's  guns.  From  the  plain 
more  than  a  thousand  feet  below,  the  battle,  willi  its  surgings,  was  visible. 
The  rattle  of  musketry,  the  roar  of  artillery,  the  forest  rent,  and  the  rocba 
shivered  by  cannon-balls,  the  advancing  and  receding  banners,  the  clouds 
of  smoke  now  enveloping  all,  and  again  swept  away  by  a  gust  of  wind— 
the  whole  scene  was  sublime  beyond  any  power  of  pen  or  pencil  to  de- 
scribe. Individual  acts  of  heroism  were  performed,  worthy  of  everlasting 
remembrance,  but  which  were  lost  in  their  multiplicity. 

The  rebels  again  cried  loudly  for  reenforcements,  and  reenforcements 
were  again  hurried  to  them  from  the  centre.  Thus  strengthened,  the  foe 
again  dashed  against  the  TJnion  line,  and  again  with  overpowering  numbers 
and  bloody  hands  swept  it  back.  But  though  thus  repulsed,  that  heroic  army 
had  accomplished  its  purpose,  had  achieved  all  that  had  been  expected  d 
it.  It  had  weakened  tiie  centre,  and  thus  prepared  the  way  for  the  decisive 
attack  upon  that  vital  point.  The  opportune  moment  which  General 
Grant  had  so  anxiously  looked  for  had  arrived.  From  Orchard  Knob  he 
had  watched  the  swaying  of  the  battle.  His  assaulting  columns  were 
concealed  behind  that  eminence.  They  stood,  like  hounds  in  the  leash, 
grimly  waiting  the  order  to  spring  forward.  Already  General  Grant  was 
assured  of  success.  His  plan  had  not  yet  failed  in  a  single  particular. 
Every  cloud  of  anxiety  hstd  disappeared  from  his  brow  as,  witji  a  oheerfiil 
voice,  he  said,  "  Now,  boys,  onward."  A  signal-gun  gave  the  order  to  the 
four  columns. 

Instantly  they  started  from  their  cover,  and  with  rapid  strides  crossed 
the  narrow  valley  separating  Orchard  Ejiob  from  Missionary  Ridge.  With- 
out returning  the  straggling  fire  of  musketry  opened  upon  them  from  the 
rifle-pits  and  the  hdghts  above,  they  clambered  the  hill,  and,  sweeping  all 
opposition  before  them,  they  rushed  over  the  rebel  intrenchments.  The 
impetuosity  of  the  charge,  and  the  rugged  nature  of  the  ground,  broke 
the  line  of  assault,  and  individual  heroism  performed  the  task  which  bad 
been  assigned  to  the  power  of  combination.  Every  man  was  thrown  upon 
his  own  resources,  and  the  intellectual  superiority  of  the  privates  of  the 
Union  army  became  very  manifest,  each  man  being  competent  to  guide  or 
to  be  guided,  as  circumstances  might  require.    Where  a  mere  maohioe 
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BoMier  would  have  been  ntterlj  at  a  loee,  the  TTnion  troopB^with  admirable 
fikill,  adapted  themselves  to  the  exigency,  and  all  went  welL 

The  weak^ied  line  of  the  foe  could  make  no  persistent  stand.  Thej 
reooiled,  broke,  and  fled.  Gims  were  abandoned^  muskets  dropped  in 
haste,  and  Fort  Hindman,  the  central  fort,  was  evacuated  as  the  Unionists 
swept  over  its  ramparts.  From  the  valley  below,  with  field-glasses,  the 
advance  of  the  banners  of  freedom  and  the  retreat  of  the  rebel  flag  could 
be  distinctly  traced.  In  just  three-quarters  of  an  hour  after  the  order  to 
advance  was  given,  Fort  Hindman  had  changed  masters..  The  Stars  and 
Stripes,  waving  proudly  over  its  parapets,  proclaimed  to  the  exultant  thou- 
sands below,  the  grandeur  of  the  victory,  and  that  Chattanooga  was  no 
longer  besieged. 

The  hill  was  won.  The  rebel  host*  was  cut  in  twain.  Nothing  re- 
mained for  the  discomfited  battalions  but  to  disperse  or  to  be  destroyed. 
Suddenly  G^n^*al  Grant  appeared  upon  the  summit  of  the  hilL  At  the  sight 
of  their  chieftain,  who  was  now  to  inscribe  Ohattanooga  upon  his  already 
well-covered  banner,  the  troops  raised  a  shout,  which  penetrated,  like  the 
triumph  of  judgment,  the  hearts  of  the  ftigitive  rebels,  and  which  echoed 
over  the  eager  patriots  in  the  town  and  in  the  valley,  like  the  hallelujahs 
of  the  redeemed. 

It  was  four  o'clock  in  the  aft^^rnoon.  By  piercing  the  oentre  of 
the  rebel  line,  General  Grant  had  prevented  all  cooperation  between  the 
hostile  forces  collected  in  Fort  Breckinridge  on  the  south  and  Fort  Buck- 
ner  on  the  noi*th.  While  these  sbenes  were  transpiring.  General  Hooker, 
advancing  from  Lookout  Mountain,  was  pressing  along  up  Missionary 
Ridge  ft^om  the  south,  sweeping  by  Fort  Breckinridge,  picking  up  prison- 
ers, and  gathering  the  spoils  of  war  in  great  abundance  by  the  way.  An 
officer  on  the  staff  of  the  rebel  General  Hardee,  writing  to  a  ftiend  in 
Macon,  Georgia,  says : — 

^^  At  this  juncture  matters  looked  terrible.  I  shall  never  forget  the 
look  of  angui^  on  General  Hardee's  &ce.  He  sent  me  hurriedly  to  make 
some  changes  in  his  other  divisions  yet  intact,  and  to  hurry  one  forward  to 
stem  the  tide  of  defeat  that  was  rapidly  assuming  a  dreadful  proportion  : 
a  hard  task  we  found  it,  while  the  leaden  hail  of  the  exultant  Yankees 
showered  around  us." 

General  Bragg  was  now  at  Fort  Buckner,"  on  the  northern  point  of  the 
ridge,  making  desperate  endeavors  to*  rally  ^  force  for  one  last  attempt. to 
drive  General  Hooker  from  the  mountain^  General  Grant  was  on  the 
spot,  and  ftiUy  comprehended  the  desperation  of  the  foe.  Promp':  r jrrange- 
ments  were  made  to  meet  the  onset.  The  captured  guns  of  the  rebels 
were  turned  upon  them ;  and  the  ramparts  which  the  rebels  had  reared 
furnished  facilities  for  the  destruction  of  their  builders. 

Slowly,  cautiously,  the  rebels  came  on.  A  glance  convinced  them 
that  their  own  terrible  slaughter  would  be  the  only  result  of  an  attack. 
Almost  gnashing  their  teeth,  they  turned  and  retired.  A  few  volleys  of 
grape  and  canister  thrown  into  their  ranks,  converted  their  retreat  into  a 
wild  rout.  Rushing  over  the  brow  of  the  hill,  they  disappeared  in  the 
midst  of  the  crags  and  the  forest.     At  half-past  seven  o'clock  that  evenin^^ 
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General  Grant  telegraphed  to  Waahington,  from  Chattanooga,  as  f<^ 
lows : — 

'^  Although  the  battle  lasted  from  early  dawn  till  dark  this  evening,  ] 
believe  I  am  not  premature  in  announcing  a  complete  victory  over  Bragg, 
Lookout  Mountain-top,  all  the  rifle-pits  in  Chattanooga  Valley,  and  Mia^ 
sionary  Kidge  entire,  have  been  carried  and  are  now  held  by  us." 

The  importance  of  this  conquest  could  hardly  be  over-estimated. 
General  Bumside  was  relieved  from  all  serious  danger  at  Enoxville,  K^- 
tucky  and  Tennessee  were  rescued  from  rebel  raids  and  menaces,  and 
Georgia  was  thrown  open  for  the  advance  of  our  armies.  The  strat^io 
and  tactical  movements  of  this  conflict  were  unsurpassed  by  those  of  any 
other  during  the  progress  of  the  war.  But  for  the  consummate  ability  of 
the  general  guiding  the  valor  of  the  troops,  these  marvellous  achievements 
oould  never  have  been  accomplished. 

Though  the  rebel  army  was  thus  broken  and  dispersed,  it  was  not  so  dis- 
organized as  to  prevent  reconstruction.  At  daylight  the  next  morning  the 
Union  troops  commenced  a  vigorous  pursuit  of  the  foe.  They  gathered  up 
prisoners  by  the  hundreds.  Indeed,  the  frigitives  seemed  so  disheartened, 
that  often  whole  regiments,  wheji  they  caught  sight  of  our  advancing 
columns,  tlirew  down  their  arms  and  fled  in  utter  consternation,  leaving 
their  wounded  in  our  hands.  Many  seemed  desirous  of  surrendering  them- 
selves.  As  night  came  on,  the  country  for  miles  around  was  lighted  by 
huge  flres,  the  rebels  applying  the  torch  to  their  abundant  stores,  that  they 
might  not  fiEdl  into  the  Union  hands.  Bridges  were  burned,  and  trees  felled, 
and  all  other  possible  obstructions  interposed  to  retard  pursuit.  Thus  the 
proud  army,  which,  a  few  hours  before,  had  threatened  to  shell  the  Yankees 
from  Chattanooga,  was  now  reduced  to  but  little  better  than  a  panic-stricken 
mob,  rushing  fix>m  the  destruction  which  chased  them. 

The  rebels  were  retreating  in  the  direction  of  Dalton,  followed  by  the 
commands  of  Hooker,  Palmer,  and  Sherman.  The  next  day,  Friday,  the 
27th,  the  pursuit  was  continued.  The  road  was  strewed  witih  commissaiy 
stores  and  broken-down  caissons  and  wagons.  Their  retreat  was  mainly 
along  the  line  of  the  railroad,  by  the  valley  of  Kinggold.  The  rebels  made 
a  slight  resistance  at  Chickamauga  Station  and  at  Pigeon  Hidge,  but  were 
'quickly  driven  forward  by  the  assaults  of  the  Unionists^. 

The  town  of  Binggold,  containing  about  twenty-five  hun^r^  inhabitants, 
ia  situated  in  &  gap  *between^  two  ranges  of  hiUs,  cme  of  whid^  is  called 
White  Oak  Ridge.  The  surrounding,  scenery  is  quite  rdmaiMic.  The  f^^ 
roads,  all  converging  towards  this  gap,  were  so  commanded  by.  the  numerous 
batteries  erected  upon  these  eminences,  that  a  few  hundred  resolute  men 
could,  for  a  long  tpie,  hold  an  army  In  check.  Here  the  rebels  concen- 
trated their  forces  to  dispute  the  further  advauce  of  the  patriots. 

On  Friday,  at  half-past  eight  ▲.  ic,  General  Hookas  colunm  moved 
up  the  Rossville  road,  and  soon  became  engaged  with  the  enemy,  who  slowly 
retired  through  the  town  to  the  gap  on  the  other  side.  Osterhaus's  Division 
pressed  the  retiring  foe  with  great  gallantry.  The  rebel  batteries  opened 
upon  them  a  deadly  fire,  which  swept  the  gap,  and  wliich  threw  shells  be- 
yond them  into  the  town  of  Bossville,  now  occupied  by  our  troops.    Kot- 
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withstanding  thiB,  the  troops  advanced  rapidly,  crowding  along  the  hill- 
ddes  on  each  side  of  the  gap,  when  terrific  yoUejB  were  poured  in  npon 
them,  and  they  found  themselves  almost  surronnded  by  the  foe.  They  were 
compelled  to  retire,  pursued  resolutely  by  the  rebels. 

Just  at  this  juncture,  Oolonel  Oanby's  Brigade,  commanded  by  Oolonel 
Creighton,  came  to  the  aid  of  their  comrades.  They  scaled  the  heights. 
As  they  reached  the  summit  they  were  made  the  victims  of  a  ruse  which 
honorable  warfare  surely  condemns.  The  Seventh  Ohio,  which  led  the 
advance,  were  just  mounting  the  summit  of  the  ridge,  when  a  portion  of 
Hardee's  Corps  displayed  some  Union  flags  which  Aey  had  captured^  The 
Ohio  troops,  thinking  that  their  comrades  had  scaled  the  hill  finom  some 
other  point,  with  a  cheer  ran  forward  eagerly  and  unguardedly,  of  course 
withholding  their  fire.  The  treacherous  foe,  with  deliberate  aim,  poured 
into  the  bosoms  of  their  victims  a  murderous  volley,  which  killed  or  wounded 
a  large  number,  including  every  c^cer  except  one.  Oonftision  and  retreat 
ensued. 

This  treachery  so  exa^)erated  the  patriots,  that,  instantly  fonniBg  again, 
with  General  Osterhaus's  Division  in  the  centre  uid  G^end  Geary's  on  the 
flanks,  they  swept  all  opposition  before  them.  The  pass  was  taken,  and 
with  it  three  hundred  prisoners ;  it,  however,  required  a  sacrifice,  cfa  the  part 
of  the  patriots,  of  three  hundred  in  killed  and  wounded. 

In  tihe  mean  time  a  party  of  cavalry  from  General  Howard's  Oorps, 
seizing  Parkas  Gktp,  struck  across  to  Red  Hill  to  destroy  the  Dalton  aiid 
Cleaveland  Railroad,  which  they  accomplished,  capturing  a  number  di 
prisoners  and  a  small  train  of  cars.  By  this  movement  the  communication 
was  cut  between  the  force  under  Longstreet,  sent  to  invest  EnoxviUe,  and 
(General  Bragg's  army.  As  Longstreet  could  reo^ve  no  further  supplies, 
he  made  one  desperate  onslaught  upon  Richmond,  in  which  he  was  repulsed 
with  great  slaughter,  and  was  then  compelled  to  abandon  the  siege. 

Inability  to  transport  supplies  for  so  large  an  army,  and,  indeed,  the  lade 
of  sufSoient  supplies  at  Chattanooga,  rendered  it  necessary  to  cease  the  pur- 
suit of  the  foe  beyond  Ringgold.  The  soldiers,  wearied  with  so  many  day^ 
hard  marching  and  constant  fighting,  on  Saturday  were  concentrated  about 
the  important  positions  their  valor  had  gained.  Thus  one  of  the  most 
memorable  conquests  of  the  war  was  achieved  with  a  Union  loss  of  less 
Chan  four  thousand  killed  and  Wouhded.  •      *  •        j 

Theloss  o^  the ^emy  in  killed,  wounded,  prisoners,  uid  deserters, was 
estimated,  by  thoseonost  oompettat  to  form  a  juSg^ient,  at  fifteen  thousand. 
We  captmred  betweai  sixty  and  seventy  Cann<m,  and  seven  thousand  small- 
arms.  The  victory  caused  a  thrill  of  joy  in  every  loyal  heart  It  drove 
GeneHd  'Longstreet  from  Knoxvilltf,  <^pened  the  pathway  to  Chattooga, 
and  established  the  •Union  power  throughout  •Tennessee  so  firmly  that  the 
Tebels  never  made  any  smous  attempts  to  regain  tho'State.* 
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Early  in  April,  1864,  General  Sherman  received  orders  from  his  com- 
mander-in-chief, General  Grant,  to  make  immediate  preparations  for  a 
campaign  through  Georgia.  The  geniud  of  General  Grant  had  planned, 
even  to  itd  minute  details,  this  bold  and  majestic  movement,  which  was  to 
be  the  beginning  of  the  end  of  the  desolating  war  then  raging  from  Vij*- 
ginia  to  the  Gulf.  With  characteristic  enei^y,  General  Sherman  imme- 
diately commenced  collecting  a  large  army.  He  was  about  to  penetrate 
the  heart  of  a  hostile  country,  well  defended  by  resolute  men.  He  was 
exactly  the  man  for  the  enterprise..  Kapidlyhis  soldiers  were  gathered 
from  near  and  from  far. 

All  through  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  the  veterans  who  had  fought 
with  Buell  and  Bosecrans  were  scattered  in  small  detachments^  protecting 
railroads  and  garrisoning  forts.  These  were  summoned  to  the  front,  and 
newly-conscripted  men  took  their  places.  Horses  were  collected,  men  re- 
cruited, organized,  armed,  drilled.  General  Sherman  was  here,  liiere,  and 
errerywhere.  By  the  Ist  of  May  a  grand  army  was  collected,  numbering 
ninety-eight  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven  men  and  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty-four  guns. 

These  troops  were  marshalled  in  three  divisions.  The  Army  of  thd 
Cumberland,  under  Maj6r-Gteneral  Thomas,  numbered  a  little  over  sixty 
thousand  men,  nearly  four  thousand  of  whom  were  cavalry.  Their  artillery, 
of  over  two  thottsand,  dfQw  one  hundred  and  thirty'guns. 

The  Army  of  the  Tennessee  was  commanded  by  liajor^Gteneral 
McPherson.  It  numbered  over  twenty-four  thousand,  with  six  hundred 
aAd  tWMity-fotir  cavaby,  and  ninety-sik  guns. 

The  J^tmj  of  the  Ohio,  with  nearly  fourteen  thousand  men,  seventeen 
thousand  cavalry,  and  twenty-eight  guns,  was  led  by  Major-Gdneral  Scho- 
field. 

On  the  6th  of  May,  these  armies  were  'assembled  at  their  appointed  * 
places  of  rendezvous^-General  Thomas  at  Ringgold,  General  McPherson  at 
Gordon's  Mill  on  the  Ohickamauga,  and  General  Schofield  at  Bed  Clay, 
€ZL  the  Georgia  line,  a  little  north  of  Dalton.    The  rebel  army  of  about 
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rfxfy  tiioBfiand  m^  inchidiiig  a  very  superior  force  of  ten  thonsaiid  oar* 
nkjj  was  ako  in  three  divuioni,  under  Hardee,  Hood,  and  Yolk ;  the  whole 
force  being  under  the  supreme  command  of  General  Joe  Johnston*  They 
were  strongly  intrenched  in  and  around  Dafton. 

The  first  object  of  the  campaign  was  to  secure  Atlanta,  (me  of  the  meet 
important  towns  in  the  State  of  Geocgia.  Here  railroads  from  every  diree^ 
tion  centred.  Immense  naanufactories  of  the  materiel  of  war  were  also 
established  hero.  It  was  die  grand  depot  for  grain,  powder,  and  ammu- 
nition. It  was  more  important  to  the  Bebel  Govemmdnt  tliat  they  should 
hold  this  place  than  auy  other  town  in  Gteorgia.  Most  of  the  cloth  manu* 
fifu^tured  for  the  rebel  army  was  woren  h^e.  The  vital  importance  of  the 
post  caused  it  to  be  strongly  fortified  and  garrisoned.  The  path  to  Atlanta 
lay  throtigh  Dahon.  The  oountry,  full  of  mountains,  ravines,  forests,  and 
int^lacing  rivers,  was  peculiarly  adapted  for  defensive  war&re.  The 
tough  vines  of  the  muscadine  and  wild  grape,  festooned  firom  tree  to  tree, 
and  swinging  low  through  the  underbrush,  often  rendered  the  woods  quite 
impenetrable.  The  q>ring  was  abeady  far  advanced,  the  buds  of  tree  and 
ihrub  having  already  expanded  into  luxuriant  leaf  and  flower. 

The  Uoom  oi  the  laurel  and  the  yellow  jasmine  filled  the  ravines,  and' 
the  hill-sides  were  embroidered  with  a  gorgeous  display  of  the  wild  hoaej" 
suckle  and  woodbine;  while  the  violet,  Ae  myrtle,  and  the  Indian  creeper 
looked  np  lovingly  from  the  green  grass,  forming  a  carpet  too  beautiful  .to 
be  soiled  and  rant  beneath  the  tramp  of  hostile  armies. 

.  The  weather  was  delightful.  The  troops,  in  good  health  and  with 
buoyant  spirits,  under  their  gallant  leaders,  were  eager  for  the  march  into 
the  heart  of  the  sunny  South.  They  had  fhll  confidence  in  their  dauntless 
chieftain,  and  were  aware  that  the  eyes,  not  only  of  their  countrymen,  but 
ef  nearly  the  whole  civilised  world,  were  fixed  upon  them.  It  was  on  the 
6th  of  May  that  the  first  move  in  this  sublime  campaign  was  commenced. 
Senator  Toombs,  of  Georgia,  as  he  tried  to  provoke  this  conflict,  said  con- 
temptooosly,  ^^  War  is  nothing.  There  is  never  more  than  one-fifth  of  the 
population  under  arms."    Georgia  was  now  to  learn  that  war  is  eomething  I 

The  roads  fiom  Binggold  and  Bed  Clay  meet  at  Dalton,  a  strongly  for- 
tified town.  The  rebels  had  prepared  to  defend  this  place  to  the  utmost 
It  was,  however,  essential  to  (^naral  Thomas's  plans  that  it  should  be  taken. 
The  'to^icn  is  on  the  East  Tennessee  ai^d  .G^i^a  Bailroad,  one  hundred 
mile^  ncM'&KeBt'of  Atlanta,- and  thirty-eight  miies  firom  Chattanoqga.  li 
is  rather  a  pretty  Southom  village,  nestling  'among  tiie  lulls  which  sur- 
round it  on  every  side;  Bebel  canlion  bristled  upon  every  eminence ;  and 
batteries  with  their  strcmg  redoubts  were  thickly  planted  along  the  sides  of 
the  mountains. 

Directly  iik  front  of  Dalton,  and  in  the  .line  of  General  Sherman's 
march,  there  was  a  .ridge  of  hills,  called  Bocky  Face.  This  range  was 
about  five  .hundred  feet  high,  very  ru^^ed,  with  boulders,  ravines,  and 
ledges;  the  summit  presenting  but  a  line  of  broken  rocks  and  abrupt 
inequalitiei^  scarcely  in  any  plac^  wider  than  a  wag<Hi-road,  and  so  rough 
and  gullied,  that  xl6  one  could  traverse  it  on  horseback.  Upon  the  highest 
point  of  this  ridge  the  rebels  w^^  intrenched  in  a  castle  of  Nature's  con- 
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stmciion,  whfle,  ftcat  the  rocky  battlementB  reared  all  along  its  aides  by 
the  same  architect,  shot  and  shell  could  sweep  the  road  by  irhieh  alone  any 
iurmy  could  advance. 

A  little  to  the  west  of  Bocky  Face  is  Tmmel  Hill,  another  of  Nature's 
fortresses,  like  Gibraltar,  and  which  the  rebels  had  skilfully  armed  with 
bristling  artillery  from  base  to  summit.  Between  theae  two  hills  there  is 
a  gap,  along  which  the  railroad  and  the  common  road  run  to  Dalton. 
This  pass,  not  very  euphoniously  called  "  Buzzard  Boost  Gap,"  was  very 
narrow,  and  well  defended  by  abatis  along  its  front,  while  fiK)m  the  hills 
on  each  side,  the  cannon  of  the  rebels  were  arranged  to  sweep  the  gorge  with 
a  storm  of  destruction  which  no  mortal  man  could  face.  Thus  the  approach 
to  Daltonby  the  direct  route  from  Binggold  on  the  west  seemed  impossibla 

The  northern  route  by  which  the  town  was  approached  from  Bed  Clay 
was  equally  well  fortified.  A  little  creek  ran  near  the  town.  On  both 
sides  of  this  the  rebels  had  thrown  up  redoubts  and  earthworks.  These 
posts  were  thoroughly  manned,  and  well  supplied  with  guns  and  ammuni- 
tion. On  the  morning  of  May  7th  the  tiiree  divisions  of  the  army  were  in 
active  motion.  General  McPberson,  who  was  at  Gordon's  Mill  on  our 
extreme  right,  and  a  little  south  by  west  of  Dalton,  was  pushing  vigorously 
down  into  the  very  heart  of  the  hostile  territory,  to  strike  the  railroad  at 
Besaca.  The  task  assigned  to  him  was  to  break  up  the  railroad,  and  then, 
marching  directly  north  along  its  track,  to  intrench  himself  upon  tiie  south* 
em  banks  of  Snake  Biver,  which  the  railroad  crossed,  thwe  to  await  the 
arrival  of  the  rebels,  as  they  should  be  driven  before  the  fiurceB  of  Generals 
Thomas  and  Schofield,  and  cut  off  their  retreat. 

At  the  same  time,  General  Thomas  moved  from  Binggold,  driving  the 
enemy's  cavalry  before  him  into  the  tiiroat  of  Buzzard  Boost  Gap;  Gen- 
eral Schofield  pushed'  down  upon  Dalton,  from  liis  position  at  Bed  C3ay 
Hill  in  the  north.  The  movements  of  these  two  divisions,  whose  forces 
were  led  by  such  intrepid  and  earnest  generals  as  Howard,  Hooker,  and 
Geary,  so  harassed  the  enemy  with  bombardments,  and  musketiy-firs, 
and  charges,  as  to  alarm  and  bewildar  them,  and  so  fiiUy  to  aigrofls  thdr 
attention  as  to  enable  General  McPherson  to  ^iproadi  within  a  mile  ol 
Besaca  almost  unopposed. 

The  fighting  here,  through  the  gorge  of  Buzzard  Gap  and  up  the  sides 
of  Bocky  Face,  merits  even  minu|;e  description.  On  the  aoufli  Qide*of  a 
imsH  pfece  of  leyel  ground,*  through  which  the  road  ran,  tiid)*e  were  )ai^ 
com  and  wheat  fields,  crossed  |>y  two  or  three  mvines.  These  fields  were 
skirted  *by  low  bushes.  The  north  side*  was  bounded  "by  a  ridge  forty  feet 
high,  with  a  ditch  lining  its  base.  On  the  west  therd  was  a  steep,  grassy 
bluff,  crowned  w4th  earthworks.  In  whatever  conunandingpoiitioQ  a  can- 
non could  be  placed,  the  rebels  plah'ted  one.*  Along  the  ridge  of  Bocky 
Face  and  on  its  projecting  spurs  palisades  were  phmted,  and  trees  felled  and 
arranged  into  'sharp-pointed  abatis.  O^er  this  plain,  to^Brds  these 
frowning  batteries,  the  patriot  skirmishers  advanced,  followed  at  the 
double-quick  by  r^ments  from  Ohio,  IllinoiSr  Michigan,  and  TSjentiaxkj* 
The  rebel  guns  opened  fiercely  upon  tiiem.  Tha  Eightieth  Indiana  were' 
then  under  fire  for  the  first  time,  but,  like  all  the  Indiana  troops,  they  ooe- 
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diK^ed  like  heroes.  Steadilj,  by  item  fighting,  the  patriot  line  poahed  the 
lebele  back  towards  their  intrenchments.  It  was  slow  and  deathly  work, 
this  advance  exposed  to  the  fire  of  so  many  batteries.  A  charge  was  or- 
dered. With  a  cheer  the  troops  roshed  np  the  graaqr  bloff,  and  the  rebel 
line  yaniflhed  before  their  gleaming  bayonets.  The  foe,  however,  soon  ral* 
lied  and  formed  another  line.  The  patriot  officers  were  in  the  thickest  of 
the  %ht,  leading  wherever  they  wished  their  men  to  go.  Nearly  every  r^i- 
mental  commander  was  wonndedL  The  position,  however,  which  they  had 
attained  was  fonnd  untenable,  and  they  were  compelled  to  retire  to  their 
former  position  at  the  month  of  the  gorge. 

The  Sixtieth  Illinois  Volunteers  had  pushed  up  one  slope  of  Bodty  Face, 
till  they  found  themselves  by  some  mishap  in  a  gully  with  rebel  riflemen 
over  their  heads,  in  front  and  on  both  sides  of  the  almost  perpendicular  cli£ 
The  rebels  now  began  to  hurl  down  crashing  stones  upon  their  assailants^ 
who  kept  so  close  under  the  shelter  of  the  difis  that  musketry  or  cannon 
fire  could  scarcely  harm  them«  A  corporal  of  the  Sixtieth  hiJlooed  to  the 
rebels  that  if  they  would  stop  firing  stones,  he  would  read  to  them  Presi- 
dent Lincoln's  amnesty  proclamation.  With  shouts  of  laughter  they  agreed 
to  comply.  There,  in  tiiat  wild  ravine,  where  the  tempest  of  war  had  for 
a  moment  lulled,  the  humane  prodami^n  of  the  kind-hearted  Fjresident 
was  read  in  tones  loud  and  dear.  The  rebels  listened  attentively,  with 
occasional  interruptions  of  applause  or  derisive  laughter.  When  tiie  cor^ 
pcMral  had  finished  he  cried  out,  *'  Now  at  your  rocks  again,  if  that  does  not 
Bupt  you."    And  at  it  the  implacable  rebels  went,  with  shouts  and  yells. 

While  the  %ht  was  going  on  at  the  base  of  the  mountain,  (General 
Hooker  with  his  brigade  climbed  to  the  top  of  the  ridge,  at  a  distance  out 
of  range  of  the  enemy's  guns.  His  men  dragged  the  guns  by  hand  up 
the  ru^^ed  road.  The  ixyp  of  the  ridge  was  so  narrow  that  but  four  men 
eoold  walk  abreast  From  this  eminence  an  assault  was  ordered  upon  the 
position  of  the  foe.  The  conflict  which  then  ensued  upon  the  simamit  of 
Bocky  Face  was  indeed  an  Aljune  battie.  Blue  coats  and  gray  coats  met 
hand  to  hand,  and  fought  among  the  stony  gorges ;  cannon  boomed,  shells 
screamed,  and,  as  if  mim  had  not  made  the  scene  grandly  terrible  enoogh, 
a  thunder-t^npest  rose  with  flash  and  reverberating  peal.  The  black 
doud  settied  upon  the  heads  of  the  troops,  ^md,  in  the  midst  of  the  bl^ded 
gleam  and  roar'  of  the  elemental  ,war  and  man's  fierce-  fight,  the  patriot 
troops,.led  by  ^^  fighting  Joe,"  pushed  forward  their  banner  of.  victory. 

It  was  thus  that  Johnston  and  his  rebel  band»  were  kept  occupied,  while 
Cteneral  McPherson  was  on  his  rapid  march  to  take  possession  of  tlie  rail- 
road at  Sesaca^  As  we  have  said,  he  reached  within  a  mile  of  the  town 
almost  unopposed.  But  he  found  Besaca  too  strongly  fortified  to  be  carried 
by  assault  with  the  force  then-  at  his  disposal.  He  'therefore  fell  back  ta  a 
nasll  defensive  position  near  Snake  Creek  Gap,  This  was  a  disappoint* 
ment  General  Hooker's  Corps,  with  their  fresh  laurels,  followed*  by  oth^ 
lai^  bodies  of  tro<^  under  General -Palmer,  were  sent  to  aid  in  theattadc 
upon  Besaca.  General  Howard  was  left  with  the  Fourth  Corps  to  threaten 
Balton  upon  its  western  front.  By  the  11th  of  May  nearly  the  whole 
army,  except  General  Howard's  Corps,  were  rendezvoused  at  Snake  Creek 
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Gap  for  the  all-important  attack  npon  Besaca.  On  the  12fk  they  tnoyed 
to  the  assaolt.  The  cavalry  of  the  chiyahrio  General  Eilpatrick  led,  foUf 
lowed  by  General  McPherfton  and  his  army  of  infantry  and  artilleary. 
The  fbroes  of  the  enemy  sent  ont  to  meet  them,  were  speedily  repulsed  and 
driven  back  to  their  intrenchments.  Unfortunately,  General  Kilpatrick 
was  wounded,  and  the  command  of  his  brigade  passed  into  the  able  hands 
of  Colonel  Murray.  The  cavalry,  when  within  about  two  miles  of  Beeaca, 
wheeled  to  the  right  and  left,  that  the  inlismtry  and  artillery  might  march 
between  them  and  front  the  foe. 

The  rebel  General  Johnston  fomid  the  force  menacing  B^aca  toe 
ettong  for  him  to  resist  with  the  force  he  had  there.  He  was,  therefore, 
oompelled  to  evacuate  Dalton,  and  rush  down  with  all  his  troops  to  prevent 
the  patriot  army  from  getting  a  position  in  his  rear,  which  would  effectu- 
ally cut  off  all  possibility  of  retreat,  and  which  would  probably  compel 
the  surrender  of  his  whole  command.  Thus  Dalton^  fortified  by  all  the 
resources  of  nature  and  of  art,  foil  into  the  httads  of  General  Sherman, 
with  comparatively  little  shedding  of  blood.  It  was  a  beautiful  strategic 
operation,  evincing  the  highest  military  qualities.  Such  is  the  difference 
between  mere  blind  bull-dog  fighting  and  accomplished  generalship. 

As  Johnston  in  his  hurried  retreat  rushed  frmn  DiJton  towards  Besaca^ 
General  Howard  vigorously  pursued  him,  pelting  from  every  eminence  his 
vanishing  columns  with  shot  and  shell,  l^othing  but  the  wondeiM 
facilities  of  the  broken,  mountainous  country  for  defensive  warfare  pre- 
vented the  destruction  or  capture  of  the  whole  rebel  army.  Thus  by  the 
14th  oi  May  we  had  driven  the  foe  a  distance  of  eighteen  miles,  and  again 
they  were  intrenched  in  their  "  last  ditch  '^  at  Besaca.  They  were  strongly 
posted  behind  a  creek,  in  numerous  formidable  forts  and  upon  inaccessibte 
hills.  Here^  <^g^n,  a  direct  attack  would  insure  foarM  slaughter;  but 
General  Sherman  was  in  a  condition  now  of  prosecuting  a  series  oi  flank 
movements  which  the  foe  could  by  no  possibility  prevent. 

A  few  miles  south  of  Besaca  was  the  town  of  Galhoun,  upon  the  rail^ 
road,  and  about  twenty  miles  below  was  the  town  of  Kingston,  where  thd 
railroad  from  Bome  forms  a  junction  with  the  East  Tennessee  road.  Hie 
same  manoeuvre  was  employed  as  before.  When  General  Sherman  vigoi^ 
ously  engaged  the  attention  of  the  enemy  •at  Besaca,  raining  down  upofl 
tiiem*  a  smothering  storm  of  war's  mipsiles.  General  Sweeney  was  s^t 
•with  a  division  of  the  Sixteenth  Oorps  to  threaten  Oalhoun,  while  at 
&e  same  time  a  equadron  of  cavalry  was  sent  under  G^n^*i£i  Gevrard  to 
break  the  railroad  between  Calhoun  and  Kingston.  McPherson,  Thomas, 
Hooker  hurled  war'b  thunderbolts,  with*  such  terrible  energy  into  ihB 
midst  of  the  ranks  of  the.  intrenched  rebels,  and  with  such  deafening 
6l«mor,  that  the  foe  had  but  little  diqK>sition  to  think  of  Miy  thing  but 
their  own  immediate  safety. 

.  The  Coosawattie  Biver  makes  a  sharp  bend  at  Besaca,  and  the  little 
town  lies  just  in  the  curve.  On  both  banks  of  the  river  tiie  rebels  had 
strong  defences,  and  the  hilk  on  each  side  of  the  town  bristled  with  can^ 
non  from  base  to  summit.  The  whdie  rebel  army,  having  rushed  doien 
from  Balton,  now  crowded  these  lines*    A  small  stream,  swollen  hf  recetti 
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mins,  was  to  be  crossed,  about  two  miles  west  of  the  town.  Tbe  rebels  had 
destroyed  the  bridge.  General  Sherman,  with  his  characterifttic  impetu- 
osity of  manner,  inquired  of  the  superintendent  of  a  construction  train — 

''  How  long  will  it  take  to  throw  another  bridge  across  that  stream  f ' 

"  It  can  be  done  in  four  days^"  was  the  reply. 

'^  Sir,  I  give  you  forty-eight  hours,  or  a  position  in  the  front  ranks  bo- 
fore  the  enemy." 

The  bridge  was  finished  in  the  specified  time,  and  pcurt  of  McPher^on's 
Corps  crossed  over  to  threaten  Calhoun,  while  a  cavalry  division,  under 
General  Gerrard,  crossed  over  the  same  bridge  to  break  the  railroad  above 
Kingston.  The  advance  on  Eesaca  was  made  in  three  columi^k  One 
man  behind  the  elaborate  fortifications  of  the  foe  was  equal  to  at  least 
three,  who  should  attempt  to  scale  those  ramparts.  The  peculiar  formatioii 
of  the  land  was  such  that  it  was  very  difficult  to  get  our  artill^y  into 
positicm  to  shell  the  works.  On  the  Sequatchie  Creek,  two  miles  to  the 
left  of  Kesaca,  the  rebels  were  strongly  posted.  Thdr  centre  formed  the 
apex  of  an  angle  located  on  the  spur  of  a  mountain,  seventy-five  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  creek.  Their  right  rested  in  open  fields,  where  they 
were  protected  by  largo  fields  and  underbrush.  As  our  troops  emerged 
from  the  woods  on  the  brow  of  a  hill,  they  found  th^DOtselves  within  point- 
blank  range  of  the  rebel  guns.  An  immediate  charge  was  ordered.  Down 
the  steep  declivity  dismounted  men  and  ofiicers  rushed.  The  heroic  band 
pressed  on,  while 

"  The  sulphur-throated  guns 
Poured  out  hall  and  fire.** 

Many  fell  while  descending  the  slope.  They  plunged  into  the  creek  at 
the  foot  of  the  enemy's  redoubts.  Even  veterans  turned  pale  as  the  hum 
of  bullets,  like  swarming  bees,  filled  the  air.  There  was  no  protection 
whatever  to  be  found  against  the  deadly  stonn.  Further  advance  was  im- 
possible. Retreat  up  the  slope  was  certain  death.  The  two  brigades 
threw  themselves  down  in  the  stream  along  the  shallow  banks,  and  there 
remained  for  more  than  an  hour,  until  arrangements  were  made  for  their 
withdrawal  Mere  fragments  of  r^ments,  however,  came  back  from  this 
impetuous  assault.  Out  of  the  thirteen  hundred  composing  the  Second 
Brigade,  but  six  hundred  and  ninety-seven  returned.  General  Schofield 
ordered  another  advance,  protected  by  his  heavy  guns ;  it  was  bravely  but 
unavailingly  executed.  General  Cox  then  advanced,  under  cover  of  the 
woods,  to  attack  the  enemy's  right  wing.  Baked  by  a  heavy  fire,  they 
pushed  on  till  they  planted  their  fiag  quite  in  the  rear  of  the  rebel  f<^tifica. 
tions. 

About  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  a  simultaneous  attack  was  made  upon 
nearly  the  whole  line  of  rebel  intrenchments.  Three  hours  of  hard  fight- 
ing ensued.  The  loss  of  the  assaulting  column  was  very  severe.  At 
length  night  came,  and  a  gloomy  pall. of  smoke  and  darkness  settled  down 
upon  the  ensanguined  field.  During  all  the  hours  of  that  dreary  night, 
the  groans  whidi  pierced  that  darkness  told  too  plainly  that  the  angel  of 
death  was  busy  completing  his  work,  as  patriot  and  rebel;  struggled  alike 
beneath  his  grasp. 
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It  was  near  noon  of  the  next  day,  the  15th,  when  the  flame  of  battle 
blazed  forth  anew  upon  the  enemy's  left.  G^eneral  Dan.  Butterfield,  who 
had  won  renown  upon  many  a  hard-fought  field,  assisted  by  Ward's 
Indiana  troops,  assailed  a  triangular  stronghold  of  tiie  en^my,  and  soon 
cut  a  bloody  path  into  the  intrenchments.  These  works  protected  them 
from  the  fire  of  the  foe,  and  no  rebel  could  raise  his  head  above  the  oppos- 
ing parapets  without  presenting  a  mark  for  the  deadly  aim  of  the  sharp- 
shooters. About  two  o'clock  the  rebels  made  a  desperate  endeavor  to  dis- 
lodge the  patriots  from  the  important  position  they  had  won.  A  large 
force  was  hurled  against  Hovey's  Indiana  troops,  who  held  the  centre  of 
the  line.  None  of  these  men  had  ever  been  under  fire  before.  The  rebels 
came  on  with  a  whoop  and  a  yell,  but  the  Western  men  met  them  half-way 
across  the  flat,  and  the  fight,  at  times  hand  to  hand,  was  desperate.  The 
rebels  finally  staggered,  gave  way,  and  then  tumultuously  ran  back  to  the 
protection  of  their  earthworks.  Many  of  these  Indiana  troops,  so  fearless 
in  battle,  were  mere  boys  in  years.  Far  into  the  night  the  battle  continued. 
In  these  long  hours,  which  tried  Inen's  souls,  Northern  firmness  triumphed 
over  rebel  desperation.  A  little  after  midnight,  in  the  darkness,  Johnston 
gathered  his  shattered  columns  and  fied  precipitately,  burning  his  supply 
and  ammunition  trains,  but  dragging  ofi*  his  artillery.  All  the  rebel  Idlled 
and  wounded  were  left  behind. 

The  next  morning,  Sunday,  May  16,  our  victorious  troops  entered 
Besaca,  while  preparations  were  made  for  a  victorious  pursuit  of  the  foe. 
The  capture  of  Dalton  and  Besaca  cost  five  thousand  precious  patriot  lives. 
Though  the  rebels  fought  behind  intrenchments  mainly,  they  lost  nearly 
an  equal  number  in  killed  and  wounded.  General  Sherman,  with  that 
wonderftil  vigor  which  characterized  this  whole  campaign,  had  scarcely 
entered  Ilcsaca  ere  his  concentrated  columns  were  again  upon  the  march, 
pursuing  the  vanquished  rebels.  And  now  ensued  truly  an  exciting  chase. 
Sixty  thousand  men,  with  all  the  concomitant  encumbering  trains  of  war, 
were  hotly  pursued  by  an  army  over  ninety  thonsand  strong.  The  rear- 
guard of  the  retreating  foe  was  oft^en  caught  sight  of  by  the  advance  of 
the  pursuers.  While  the  ftigitive  rebels  and  the  avenging  patriots  swept 
along  like  a  swollen  flood,  through  every  channel  of  movement  they  could 
find.  General  Jefferson  C.  Davis,  whose  patriotism  has  redeemed  the  name, 
by  a  slight  detour  seized  Bome.  There  were  many  buildings  there  for  the 
manufacture  of  articles  of  war.  Among  these  work-people,  thus  efficiently 
helping  on  the  rebellion,  Q^ieral  Sherman  captured  six  hundred  girls. 
What  to  do  with  these  young  and  blooming  mkidens  was  quite  a  perplexity. 
To  release  them  would  be  simply  to  replace  them  in  the  rebel  fectories, 
where  they  were  far  more  efficient  in  causing  the  death  of  our  soldiers, 
thaihthey  could  be  shouldering  muskets  in  the  field.  After  deliberation, 
he  wisely  decided  that  the  pretty  rebels  were  ^  contraband  of  war,"  and 
that  they  could  not  be  safely  surrendered  to  that  hoary  sinner,  Jeff.  Bam 
They  were,  therefore,  sent  to  the  North,  outside  the  rebel  lines. 

In  the  eager  pursuit  of  the  foe,  General  Thomas  followed  by  the  main 
road  directly  on-  the  heels  of  the  fugitive  army.  General  McPherson 
pressed  along  by  country  roads  on  the  right.    General  Schofleld  hurried  hicr 
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corps  through  ohecure  roads  on  the  left.  The  whole  army,  with  all  its  need- 
fnl  trains,  stretched  along  in  a  single  liney  would  have  filled  any  one  road 
for  a  distance  of  seventy  or  eighty  nules.  It  was  now  sweeping  down  upon 
Atlanta,  in  a  resistless  curr^it,  twenty  or  thirty  miles  broad.  At  Adairs- 
ville,  on  th.e  railroad,  a  portion  of  our  advance  came  up  with  the  rear  of 
Johnston's  army.  It  was  near  sunset  as  General  Newton's  Division  caught 
sight  of  the  foe,  formidably  intrenched,  as  if  determined  to  repel  any  fisurther 
advance  of  the  patriots.  Immediately  a  rebel  iBhell  was  hurled  screaming  into 
our  ranks,  on  its  mission  of  mutilation  and  death.  The  decisive  challenge 
was  promptly  accepted.  A  sharp  but  brief  encounter  ensued,  which  the 
gloom  of  night  soon  terminated.  Taking  advantage  of  the  darkness,  John* 
^n  again  retreated,  but  so  precipitately  as  to  leave  his  wounded  behind  hinu 

The  rebels,  with  swift  feet,  pressed  on  through  Kingston  to  a  position 
about  four  miles  beyond  the  town,  at  a  little  hamlet  called  Oassville* 
Here,  on  ground  peculiarly  favorable  for  defence,  the  rebels  seemed  deter- 
mined to  fight  a  battle.  It  was  the  19th  of  May.  But  General  Sherman 
came  thundering  on  with  his  centre  and  his  right  and  left  wings,  and  at 
his  conv^ging  columns  threatened  to  envelop  the  foe,  again  they  hur- 
riedly abandoned  their  intrenchments  and  continued  their  flight.  A  few 
miles  brought  them  to  the  Etowah  Kiver,  which  they  tumultuously  crossed, 
burning  the  bridge  behind  them.  The  rebels  thus  gained  a  little  respite 
firom  the  harassing  pursuit.  General  Sherman,  now  in  undisturbed  posses- 
sion of  the  whole  of  Georgia  north  of  the  Etowah  River,  gave  his  heroic 
but  exhausted  troops  a  few  days  for  rest.  For  two  weeks  they  had  fought 
nearly  every  day.  They  had  occupied  eight  important  towns,  capturing 
the  Gibraltar-like  fortresses  of  Dalton  and  Besaca.  They  had  rebuilt 
demolished  bridges,  and  repaired  the  tom-up  rail-track.  Every  day  they 
had  been  pressing  forward  in  their  impetuous  march,  driving  all  opposition 
before  them,  while  General  Sherman  so  skilfully  repaired  the  ruin  which 
the  rebels  left  behind,  as  to  preserve  perfect  railroad  and  telegraphic  com- 
munications between  his  advance-guard  and  his  base  at  Chattanooga. 
The  rapidly  marching  army  was  thtis  abundantly  supplied. 

Cassville  is  a  pretty  little  village,  just  €)S  the  railroad,  where  the 
wearied  men,  soiled  wiih  the  dust  of  travel,  spent  two  and  a  half  days  in 
the  luxury  of  bathing  and  sleeping.  During  the  long  years  of  peace,  the 
inhabitants,  but  two  hundred  in  number,  had  led  a  peculiarly  quiet  and 
isolated  life.  There  were  two  quite  flourishing  schools  in  the  place — one 
for  boys,  the  other  for  girls.  As  these  hostile  armies,  with  clamor  and  battle- 
roar,  came  sweeping  on,  the  inhabitants  fled,  and  the  little  rural  town  soon 
presented  a  pitiable  scene  of  desolation.  What  the  rebels  left,  and  that  was 
but  little,  the  patriots  consnmied.  Though  the  town  suffered  but  little  from 
shot  and  shell,  mothers  and  children,  young  maidens  and  aged  grandames, 
by  command  of  the  rebel  leader,  followed  the  fugitive  army,  "  forced  firom 
their  homes,  a  melancholy  tr^n,''  to  endure  in  their  continuous  flight  pri- 
vations frightful  to  contemplate. 

On  Monday,  the  23d,  two  good  bridges  having  been  secured  to  cross 
the  river,  the  victorious  army  was  again  put  in  motion.  The  enemy 
occupied  fbimidabla  positions,  strongly  intrenched,  a^  Allatoona.    These 
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could  not  be  carried  in  ftont  witliont  great  loss  of  life.  SKerman  there- 
fore resolved  npon  one  of  those  masterly  flank  movementB  which  he  eeemed 
Bpeciallj  skilled  in  planning  and  ezecnting.  Genwal  MoFhereon,  croeeutg 
the  Etowah  a  few  miles  west  of  Caaaville,  moved  vid  Yan  Wert  to  a 
position  near  Dallas.  Oenerat  Davis  also  moved  from  Borne  to  Dallas 
by  the  same  route.  To  the  some  point,  which  was  to  the  west  and  very 
considerably  to  the  south  of  Allatoona,  Genoul  Thonus  also  marched, 
but  by  roads  different  from  those  taken  by  the  divisions  to  which  we  have 
alluded.  General  Schofield,  advancing  by  roads  farther  to  the  east,  came 
up  on  General  Thomas's  left.  The  country  through  which  the  army  now 
passed  was  one  of  the  most  beantiM  parts  of  Geoi^a.  There  were  large 
and  handsome  mansions,  surrounded  with  blooming  shrubbery,  and  or- 
chards of  delicious  fruits,  in  the  midst  of  vast  plantations.  But  these 
dwellings  of  opulence  were  empty.  The  owners  had  fled,  leaving  behind 
them  the  wealth  which  had  been  aconmnlating  for  a  hundred  years. 

One  plantation,  by  its  elegance,  attracted  special  attention.  It  had 
belonged  to  John  8.  Bowland,  a  particolar  friend  of  Senator  Stephen  A. 
Douglas.  Sitting  upon  his  piazza,  he  conld  look  over  £>nr  hundred  acres 
of  cultivated  land.  His  mansion  was  truly  palatial,  embowered  in  an 
exuberance  of  native  flowering  shrubs  and  rare  exotics.  These  lands  had 
been  cultivated  and  this  wealth  gained  by  the  toil,  through  several 
generatiouB,  c^  labprers  robbed  of  their  hire.    The  patriot  army,  with 


f^modomt  &r  the  ilavt  ^ukblasooed  upon  its  flagy  eneMnped  vspon  tkest 
grouBd%  atkd  wmdored  tiMmogli  tkese  deserted  hall&  The  rebels  had 
iN^oed  away  the  mmi  Tigorona  of  the  slaves,  but  those  who  remained 
welcomed  dietr  dfiHyenora  with  prajer  and  thanlmgiYing,  and  the  most 
Qstraya^ptnt-  dempi^grotipiis  of  joy,  and  gratitude,  and  psaisa  The  &mil  v 
who  had  sq  Itumrionafy  oooupied  tibis  mansion  were  driyen  from  their 
bpme  by  the  storm  of  war,  and  were  wandering  fnendlees,  honseless,  and 
in  hopeless  imporenshment.  The  rebel  army,  as  it  swept  along,  pillaged 
percUassly,  x^et  the  {^  that  it  wished  to  leare  nothing  ibr  the  grasp 
^  the  pa^ot  troops, 

Joimston  detected  the  flank  moyement  which  General  Sherman  was 
KMJdng,  and  attempted  to  thwart  it.  There  were  several  ^irited  skir- 
ijiMfdbeS)  a^d  a  sharp  battloi  whieh  was  terminafted  by  the  gloom  of  a  dark 
find  stormy  ni^t  Th6  morning  showed  that  the  rebels  were  strong 
intrSnohed ;  but  General  Shennaa  skilfully  avoided  assaiting  tiiem  behind 
0ieir  zamparts,  and  by  a  detoui:  marched  rapidly  with  his  whole  army  to 
ftadke  th^  railroad  in  the  rear  oi  AUatoona. 

On,  on  the  army  rushad,  sweeping  soouts,  pickets,  guerrillas,  and  budi- 
whackers  through  Huntsiville  and  Bunt  Hickory,  driving  the  foe  across 
PumpkinTYine  Cr^k,  and  pursuing  them  over  the  smoking  rafters  of  tha 
^vidg^,  to  a  point  called  New  Hope  Church.  Here  the  rebels  had  concw* 
^ted  in  large  &»rce,  having  decoyed  the  patriots-  into  a  sort  of  ambush. 
It  was  the  25th  of  May.  At  the  close  of  a  day  of  weary  marching  and 
sev^^  battle,  a  dark  and  stormy  ni^t  set  in.  Our  troops,  though  ever 
victorious,  had  been  cut  down  pitilessly  by  the  cannon  of  the  foe.  In  tho 
m<»iiing  the  encmny  "w^re  found  strongly  intrenched  on  the  road  leading 
&Qm  Dallas  to  Marietta. 

The  nature  of  the  ground  was  such,  covered  with  dense  forests  and 
l^rc^en  up  into  ravines  and  precipitous  liills,  that  it  took  several  days  to 
feel  out  the  poution  of  the  foe,  and  to  prepare  to  attack  him  in  his  hidden 
and  almost  inaccessible  retreats.  Still,  these  were  days  of  almost  uninter- 
vupted  battle.  General  MoPherson  moved  from  Dallas  towards  the  fidd 
wh^e  the  great  battle  seemed  impending.  His  route  led  over  the  craggy 
paths  of  Dug-Down  Mountain.  The  spectacle  presented  from  eminences, 
<^tbeline  of  Inarch,  where  twenty-five  diousand men,  with  tlie^  longtndns 
of  artillery,  horses,  and  wagons,  defiled  through  the  passes  of  the  mountain, 
was  grandly  picturesque.  The  thousands  of  glittering  bayonets ;  the  brass 
ofmnon,  r^ecting  tbo  sunlight ;  the  banners,  waving  thick  as  autumnal 
leaves ;  the  peak  of  martial  music,  reverberating  in  wondrous  harmony 
over  hill  and  dale — all  exhibited  one  of  the  most  goigeons  pictures  of  the 
pageantry  of  war. 

The  rebels  sent  General  Hardee's  Corps  to  flank  the  patriots  on  their 

line  of  march.    With  loud  yells,  and  their  aooit^tomed  impetuosity,  they 

£911  upon  General  MoPherson's  right*    The  mmxj  thus  assailed,  promptly 

threw  up  a  slight  breastwork  of  earth  and  ftQed  trees,  and,  thus  shelteoied, 

reserved  their  fire  until  the  rd>el  line  of  diarge  was  within  sixty  feet  of 

them.    Solid  shot  and  bursting  shell  from  the  batteries  of  the  foe,  t(»re  th# 

Union  ranks.    Heavy  columns  of  gray-coated  infantry  were  seen  emoiging 
Vol.  It— at  ^ 
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fipom  the  woods  in  all  di7eoti<m&  On,  gxylj  on,  the  Tebek  nudied,  anti^ 
pating  an  easy  vict(»ry,  when,  at  a  given  sij^ial,  a  thonsand  mndcets  opened 
upon  them  their  deadlj  hail.  Every  bnllet  folftUed  its  mission,  volley 
snoceeded  volley  in  nnintormitted  roar.  lines  of  artillery  opened  their 
deep-voioed  thnnders,  strewing  the  ground  witii  the  mangled  and  the  dead. 
Then,  like  a  spectral  host,  the  whole  patriot  division  snddenly  twe  from  be- 
hind their  frail  ramparts,  and  with  dieers,  which  resounded  far  and  wide 
through  the  forest,  qn-ang  upon  and  closed  in  with  the  foe. 

The  battle  was  long,  and  on  both  sides  dei^rate.  The  billows  of  flaoM 
and  blood  surged  to  and  fro.  Three  times  the  broken  ranks  of  the  rebels 
were  rallied,  and  they  charged  anew.  At  length  they  turned  and  ied  in 
utter  rout,  leaving  the  ground  covered  with  the  dying  and  the  dead,  and 
disappeared  entirely  behind  the  hills  and  in  the  gloomy  forests.  Hospitals 
wiire  prepared  for  the  wounded,  and  they  were  tenderly  cared  for,  at  Dallae. 
AiikHig  the  patriot  wounded  there  was  a  boy  but  nineteen  years  of  age. 
TboQ^  the  pain  of  his  wound  was  intense,  he  was  not  aware  that  it  waa 
mortal,  and  the  glorious  victory  achieved  inqnred  him  with  enthusiastio 
joy.  The  surgeon,  as  he  examined  the  ghastly  wound,  sadly  informed  him 
that  he  nmst  die,  and  that  his  death  was  very  near.  Glancing  for  a  mo* 
ment  at  his  torn  and  blood-stained  limb,  a  tear  glistened  in  his  eye.  Draw^ 
ing  from  his  bosom  the  picture  of  his  mother,  he  kissed  it,  and  gave  it,  with 
a  letter,  to  a  comrade,  to  be  transmitted  to  her.  Then  calling  a  friend  to 
his  side,  he  grasped  his  hand,  saying : — 

^^  Matt,  they  tell  me  that  I  am  about  to  die.  Before  I  go,  let  us  give 
three  cheers  for  the  ^brious  old  Union  I'' 

He  raised  himself  in  his  bed.  But  the  effort  was  too  much  for  his  ex- 
hausted frame.  Sinking  back  again  upon  his  pillow,  he  immediately 
expired. 

Johnston  was  not  at  all  content  to  lose  his  strong  position  at  Allatoona. 
In  the  battle,  or  rather  battles,  around  Dallas,  Oeneral  Hascall  was  verj 
efficient.  He  was  everywhere  through  the  lines,  encouraging  his  men. 
As  the  rebels  retreated  before  the  fire  of  one  of  his  batteries  which  had 
been  nobly  worked,  he  complimented  his  men  with  the  pithy  words,  ^  Boys, 
it  was  nobly  done ;  do  so  some  more." 

The  patriot  army  now  occupied  all  the  roads  leading  from  the  west  to  the 
nilroad  at  Allato<ma  and  Ackworth.  General  Johnston,  finding  himself 
loL  danger  of  being  entirely  enveloped  by  the  patriot  forces,  was  again  com- 
pelled to  abandon  his  position.  By  the  8th  of  June,  the  army,  sufficiently 
ree»&reed  to  compensate  for  all  the  losses  of  the  previous  battles,  was  con- 
centrated at  Ackworth. 

The  toils  of  this  campaign  were  more  arduous  than  can  be  described. 
The  spHng  rains,  which  in  Georgia  usually  come  in  May,  thb  year  came  in 
Jima  Dlyfisidbing  showers,  drizzly  days  of  mud  and  wet,  and  all  nameless 
discomforts,  ^wdlen  streams,  miry  roads,  with  occasional  days  of  sultry 
heat  and  great  lassitude,  with  rebel  batteries  frowning  throu^  every 
d^le^  and  every  feveat  and  mountain-side  bristling  with  rebel  mudcetry, 
rendered  the  march  ese  which  called  into  action  ull  the  eneigies.of  genius^ 
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Often,  when  the  troopB  were  on  a  Irarried  and  Important  movtenf  erit,'  &e 
donds  wonld  gather,  a  delnge  of  rain  would  fall  upon  them,  oonverting  tht 
red-olaj  roads  into  quagmires  of  gluey  mud,  and  conyerting  the  little 
streams  into  moontain  toirents,  which  neither  men  nor  hearses  could  wade 
or  swim.  Li  all  these  experiences  of  peril  and  endurance,  no  men  in  the 
army  hove  displayed  more  heroism  than  our  chaplains  The  Bev*  Mr.  Holr 
lington,  of  the  Third  Ohio  Yolunteers,  walked  all  the  way  from  KnoxviUe, 
Tennessee,  to  Ackworth,  Oeoigia.  He  carried  his  own  baggage,  and  often 
that  of  some  sick  soldier.  He  shared  the  perils  of  the  soldier,  and,  with 
Christian  love,  ministered  to  his  wants  in  the  hours  of  anguish  and  of  deatb. 
Many  diaplains  in  the  army,  by  the  Christian  heroism  with  which  they  have 
inquired  the  soldiers,  have  greatly  contributed  to  our  final  and  glorious 
victory. 

On  the  9th  of  June,  General  Sherman,  having  carefully  protected  his 
rear  lines  of  communication,  and  having  brought  forward  to  his  front  am- 
ple supplies,  moved  forward  to  Hg  Shanty,  where,  aft^  a  short  conflict,  he 
dislodged  the  enemy.  The  rebels  had  taken  a  position  in  the  vicinity  of 
Marietta,  from  which  it  seemed  almost  impossible  to  drive  them.  Kenesaw, 
the  bold  and  striking  Twin  Mountain,  bo  caUed  from  its  two  peaks,  lay 
directly  in  fit>nt  of  the  patriots'  line  of  march.  An  extensive  range,  called 
Chestnut  Hills,  terminating  also  in  a  lofty  peak,  was  on  their  left.  On 
their  right  were  the  rugged  sides  of  Pine  Mountain,  and  Lost  Mountain^ 
These  aU  compose  one  range ;  but  the  peaks  to  which  we  have  alluded, 
riffing  above  the  genearal  eminence^  form  a  very  conspicuous  feature  in  the 
landscape.  These  peaks  form  a  triangle,  overlooking  the  town  of  Marietta 
and  the  railroad.  On  each  of  these  peaks  the  rebels  had  signal^tations. 
The  summits  of  the  ridge  and  the  sides  were  covered  with  batteries,  and 
the  spurs  were  alive  with  men  felling  trees,  throwing  up  earthworks,  eon- 
rtructing  abatiB,  planting  guns,  and  in  every  way  preparing  for  a  deeperate 
battle. 

General  Sherman,  in  his  admirable  official  report,  wliich  shows  that, 
like  Julius  Csesar,  he  was  skilflil  with  his  pen  as  well  as  with  his  sword, 
says :  '^  The  scene  was  enchanting— ^too  beautiful  to  be  disturbed  by  the 
harsh  clamor  of  war.  But  the  Chattahochie  lay  beycmd,  and  I  had  to 
reach  it.''  General  Mel^ierson  moved  upon  Marietta,  his  right  upon  the 
railroad.  General  Thomas  advanced  to  attack  Kenesaw  and  Pine  Moun- 
tain, with  the  cooperation  of  General  Geirard's  cavalry.  General  Scho^ 
field,  aided  by  General  Stoneman's  horsemen,  wheeled  to  the  right  to 
attack  Lost  Mountain.  To  General  McCook  was  assigned,  perhaps,  the 
most  important  task  of  all — ^the  protection  of  the  communications  in  the 
rear. 

By  the  11th  of  June  these  preparations  were  all  completed.  And  now 
came  the  desperate  endeavor  to  break  through  the  embattled  lines  of  the 
foe.  But  nature  seemed  for  a  time  to  frown  upon  the  enterprise.  Black 
clouds  settled  down  upon  the  mountains,  and  day  after  day  the  rain  fell 
in  incessant  floods.  The  earth  was  saturated.  Turbid  torrents  roared 
througli  the  ravines.  The  roads  became  sloughs,  through  which  neithef 
nian  nor  beast  could  drag  the  cannon.    Thus  three  days  passed,  dnrii:* 
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whiOi  but  littte  coald  be  aeeoni^idiAcL  Sdll^  tite  httreic  atrmj  pvwed 
Btoa^fy  but  flowly  on^  through  mud  and  tav^  gainipg  d$i\j  ft  Uule,  but 
being  quite  imable  to  briqg  on  a  dedshte-  ooofltot  A  newqM^per  eerr^ 
spondent,  in  anaivter  to  the  quettion,  ^^  Whal  haa  Shennaa'a  mrtay  bom 
abo«t  the  last  few  dayst"  replied,  ^^it  wia  up  to  ka  armpite  aod  aiks 
in  mud  and  water,  still  akJrmiabJBg,  ^nvtohing,  and  pnahin^  th»  ^asaoof 
baok  to  tiie  Cbattahoochie.'' 

At  length  the  long  and  diamal  etorm  paaoed  awajr,  and  thfr  dbeering 
Bun  again  appeared.  On  the  14tii,  a  heavj  cannonade  waa  opened  iqM>n 
Pine  Mountain.  The  fire  waa  very  delibcMte,  well  aimed,  and  terriUy 
deatrnotive*  The  lehel  general,  Biahop.Polk,  ofke  of  thejuoet  viniletrt 
of  thoae  who  had  traitoronaly  dmwn  their  ewords  against  the  flag  of  their 
country,  was,  at  the  time,  with  Bome  of  the  officers  of  his  staflT,  examining 
their  defences.  An  artillerist,  eqpying  the  gronp,  threw  a  iibell  iuto  the 
midst  of  thenu  Polk  fell  dead.  Few  moamed  his  ignoaunions  end.  It 
is  noble  to  die  for  one's  country;  but  it  is  base  indeed. to  die  in  the  ranks 
of  treason  and  rebellion.  Disheartened  by  the  death  of  their  leader,  the 
rebels,  during  the  night,  evaouated  Pine  Mountain,  and  6enei»l  Hooker 
took  poflseasion  of  their  abandoned  woika  the  next  day. 

The  rebels  had,  however,  odier  and  still  stronger  lines,  whieh  were  yet 
to  be  taken*  One  of  their  positions  was  on  the  brow  of  a  hill,  directly 
opposite  a  battery  of  General  Hooker*  Their  sharpshooters  greatj^y  an* 
noyed  the  patriot  troops.  Colonel  Woloott  was  ordered  to  dislodge  tiiem. 
With  fixed  bayonets  his  men  ran.  down  one  hill  and  up  the  other,  esgpoeed 
at  every  st^  to  the  fire  of  the  foe.  With  a  cheer  they  carried  the  post 
tion,  taking  three  hmndied  and  sixty-five  prisoners.  Siisty-four  patriots 
fell  in  this  bold  but  decisive  charge.  It  is  undeniaUe  Aat  in  .idl  these 
conflicts  the  rebels  fought  bravely.  But  what  must  we  aay,  then,  of  the 
bravery  of  those  men  who,  with  bare  bosoms,  feced  the  bristling  ram* 
parts  of  the  foe,  driving  them  from  intrenchment  after  intrenchment,  upon 
^whi^h  they  had  lavished  all  the  resources  of  modem  arti  Though  a  thon- 
4Mad  fnik»  from  their  Northern  homes,  the  patriots  chased  the  thronged 
legions  of  rebellion,  through  the  very  heart  of  their  own  country,  leagas 
itfter  iesgue,  from  the  mountains  to  the  seal  * 

Pine  Mountaia  being  thus  ^orioualy  won,  the  next  move  was  to  take 
Lost  Mountain.  The  battle  was  desperate,  waged  principally  by  the 
troops  of  Generals  Thomas  and  Schofield.  It  was  the  old  soene,  with 
which  earth  has  long  been  familiar,  of  tumuh,  clamor,  blood,  mis^i 
death.  Pi»yers  and  curses,  groans  and  shouts,  were  blended  in  one  wild 
cry,  which  rose  to  the  ear  of  Ood«    Charge  after  charge  was  made  upea 


*  "  General  Butterfleld  find  staff  emulated  the  splendid  brayerj  of  their  regiments,  riding  to  aU 
points  where  orders  were  to  be  executed  or  deliyeredf  with  as  little  i^parent  hesitation  as  if  tlks 
air  were  net  thiek  with  flying  bnHets.  Th»  general  was  made  the  iiatnedJate  and  direei  object  of 
the  sharpdiooters'  aim,  for  the  twentj*feurth  time  in  this  short  war,  and  eaoaped  with  impuni^. 
Eadj  in  the  evening,  ICijor  Griffin,  commanding  the  Ninteentii  Miohigaa,  was  mortaUj  wounded 
tlirough  the  lungs,  and  died  the  next  morning.  His  name  was  mentioned  hy  the  general  as  an 
offloer  who  had  disthigulshed  himself  bj  the  display  of  ererj  quality  pertaining  to  an  ableleadir 
«nd  It  feajgjsss  <c(Mier.^--C^rnayimtoiM  of  CHnelmuU  Ccmmerdal 
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&e  rebel  BneB,  till  the  .fbe  eoold  no  longer  betr  the  fieite  MtmaH/L  Pd- 
mdl  they  ran  mcroigthe  mcgntmi  dopes  to  mothar  liae  of  mtreiifhmeiitei 
which  had  been  piepaied  tot  tin  peoible  fiBMiirgenty,  Btit  dqabj  <tf  the 
Yebel  Boldieis  to<^  advmtage  of  the  oonfiiBioii  to  ran  directly  into  the 
patriot  linesw  They  eaid  tiimt  they  weve  tiisd  of  the  rebeUioB^  end  were 
eatiflfied  tint  fliere  wete  many  thingsi  wvirse  than  living  under  the  laws 
of  the  United  States.  The  oaptue  of  Loet  Monntain  was  the  brilliant 
adiievement  of  the  ITtii  of  June. 

By  these  Tictories  the  rebel  lines  were  greatly  o(»itracted,  but  what 
remained  were  also  strengthened.  The  tent  of  General  Johnston  wae  on 
the  top  of  Xenesaw.  From  that  lofty  SHmmit  he  oonld  look  down,  with 
nnobstrnoled  riaion,  into  the  Union  lines.  The  distanoe  was,  however, 
so  great,  that  thon^  they  kept  np  a  continuous  fire,  but  little  harm  was 
done.  Hie  weather  stfll  eontimied,  as  General  Sherman  says,  ^  villa- 
nondy  bad."  General  Howard  and  his  staff  remained  in  the  field  nearly 
all  the  nij^t  of  June  18th,  under  a  drenching  rain,  personally  superintend* 
ing  tiie  operatieos  all  along  his  lines.  Our  troops,  under  their  tirdess 
leader,  pressed  daily  nearw  the  enemy,  intrendiing  themselves  on  every 
rood  of  ground  they  gained,  and  galling  the  foe  by  a  constant  firefixHU 
their  gharpshooters. 

One  very  important  lesson  our  troops  had  leaned — ^whioh  was  to  fortify 
a  position  the  moment  it  was  gained.  The  construction  of  abatis^  barri- 
cades, and  rifle-pits  antieipated  the  claims  of  hunger  and  weariness.  In 
the  last  ten  days  th^  had  reared  more  than  a  hundred  miles  of  these 
military  winks,  and  since  the  opening  of  the  campaign  not  less  than  five 
bnndr^  Stones,  logs,  and  fence-rails  were  freely  used.  Rude  as  these 
hitreochmepts  were,  they  were  oonstructed  with  true  engineering  skill, 
and  were  quite  available  f<ur  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  deugned. 

Our  lines  now  so  nearly  encircled  the  mountain,  tibat  the  rebels  were 
almost  surrounded.  The  foe,  thus  menaced,  made  a  desperate  chaige  upon 
General  Schofiekfs  Otrps,  hoping  to  break  through.  The  brigades  of 
Generals  Hascall  and  Williams  bore  the  brunt  of  the  attack^  and  fiercely 
repelled  the  foe,  driving  them  back  in  a  general  stampede.  Color-Ser- 
geant Oaty  was  mortally  wounded,  while  bearing  his  r^^ental  flag. 
The  braVe  patriot  crawled  back  three  hundred  yards,  into  the  breastworks, 
bringing  his  colors  with  him.  As  soon  as  tiie  flag  was  safe,  he  eaid,  ^^  I 
am  ready  now,'^  and  immediate^  expired. 

On  Geneml  Whitaker's  '^  invincible  brigade  ^'  the  rebels  made  seven 
desperate  assaults.  Their  onset  was  terrible,  their  repulse  complete. 
Thus,  day  after  day,  the  stem  but  indecisive  conflict  continued.  Though 
the  patriots  held  their  own,  they  could  make  but  little  advance,  with 
Kenesaw  fix>wning  directly  in  their  path.  General  Whitaker  was  sent  to 
chasrge  a  battery  on  a  knoU  whidi  it  was  very  impcHrtant  for  the  Union 
force  to  possess.  Up  the  slope  the  command  ran  at  douWe-qniok.  Though 
their  comrades  fell  at  every  step,  they  rushed  madly  on,  and  plunged  over 
the  breastworks  with  an  abandon  which  could  not  be  resisted*  The  posi- 
^tion  was  thus  seised  and  held.  a- 

Thus  it  was  diat  the  foe  wbs  regularly  puidied  back,  mile  aftinr  mile,  by 
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a  prefisure  never  fbr  one  moment  intermitted.  Dftj  and  night  the  patriots 
crowded  npon  the  rebel  lines,  pnidiing  them  forward  from  tree  to  tree,  from 
ridge  to  ridge,  from  intrencfament  to  intrenehment.  There  was  a  moving 
line  of  skirmishers  sweeping  a  path  twelve  miles  in  width,  which  from 
morning  till  night  kept  np  an  incessant  rattle  of  mnsketrj,  with  inte^ 
mingled  booming  of  cannon,  which  shook  the  pine-hillB  of  Georgia  with 
their  roar.  Few  have  comprehended  the  magnitude  of  these  operations. 
Our  right  wing  was  now  threatening  Marietta,  five  miles  in  the  rear  of  the 
iVo  wning  cliffs  of  Kenesaw.  Onr  left  wing  was  also  pushing  steadily  down 
past  Kenesaw. 

Among  the  incidents  which  may  help  give  an  idea  of  these  scenes  may 
be  mentioned  the  wounding  of  Captain  Courtois,  of  the  Thirty-third  New 
Jersey.  He  was  In  the  front  ranks  of  the  skirmishing  line.  Amudcet-ball 
wounded  him  severely  in  the  shoulder.  The  ground  was  open,  and  he  was 
compelled  to  creep  painfully  back,  a  distance  of  half  a  mile,  exposed  all 
the  way  to  the  fire  of  the  foe.  Occasionally  he  would  rise  and  attempt  to 
go  forward  more  rapidly.  The  rebels  would  instantly  discharge  a  whole 
volley  of  musketry  upon  him.  Seeing  him  drop  to  avoid  the  fire,  they 
would  raise  loud  cheers.  He  succeeded,  however,  in  running  this  terrible 
gauntlet  safely. 

'^ Among  the  prisoners  taken  to-day,  one  said,  with  the  apparent  concur- 
rence of  idl  the  rest,  **  We  are  all  tired  of  this  war,  and  are  willing  to  see 
it  ended  on  any  terms.  We  have  nothing  to  fight  for.  Our  officer^  are 
men  of  property,  haughty  and  domineering.  The  privates  are  fighting 
to  help  the  officers  hold  their  slaves,  while  they  themselves  are  becoming 
the  worst  kind  of  slaves."  * 

An  eye-witness,  describing  these  scenes,  eloquently  writes :  ".  General 
Hascall,  with  his  division,  moved  to  the  right,  near  Lost  Mountain,  where 
he  formed  his  lines,  and  then  moved  steadily  onward,  driving  with  a  yell 
every  thing  from  his  front.  Reaching  a  high  cleared  field,  his  troops  could 
be  seen  from  the  distance  moving  majestically  on,  their  flags  floating 
beautifully  in  the  fresh  breezes  from  the  hills  around  them.  The  exultant 
eheers  were  borne  on  the  distant  winds,  and  were  caught  up  by  other 
troops  equally  inspired  with  success ;  and  soon  ftH>m  all  sources  the  wild 
shouts  from  General  Sherman's  grand  and  victorious  army  fairly  shook  the 
hills  which,  but  a  few  hours  before,  trembled  beneath  the  tread  of  GenertJ 
Johnston's  retreating  posts.  Oh  that  e&ch  maimed  soldier  of  our  glorious 
army,  and  every  bereaved  friend  of  our  Government,  could  have  seen  the 
beautiful  starry  banner  thus  borne  over  the  hills  of  Georgia,  on  towards 
Atlanta,  by  these  brave  and  cheerful  men  !"t 

*  "  It  is  amusing  to  witness  the  demonstration  with  which  our  bojs  receive  rebel  deserters  into  the 
lines.  When  tlie  armies  are  lying  very  dose  together,  the  disaflboted  rebels  contrive  to  steal  out 
tmootieod  for  a  time,'  though  they  are  generally  discovered  and  flred  upon  hetisr^  they  reach  our 
Uses.  jSkS  Boon  40  the  soldiers  tee  tbem  coming,  they  i^reciate  the  situation  at  once,  and  cannot 
resist  the  temptation  to  jump  up  from  behind  their  works,  though  at  the  Imminent  risk  of  their 
iieads,  waving  their  hats  and  shouting,  '  Good  boy,  good  boy,  come  in  out  of  the  rain.  Tou 
are  our  man.  Tou  are  making  good  time,*  Ac.  The  first  word  of  salutation  is,  *  Oct  any  tobacco, 
rab  7*  The  returned  prodigal,  just  escaped  from  the  husks  of  the  rebellion^  is  thon  treated  to  the 
^tted  oal(  the  hard  tack  and  coffee,  which  Jatter  Im  to  him  a  luxury  indeed.** 

f  Correspondent  of  '*  Cincinnati  Commercial" 
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Thousands. of  noble  deeds  worthy,  of  eternal  remembranoe  mnat  pass 
unrecorded.  They  are  only  the  comparatively  few  which  have  been,  aa  it 
were,  accidentally  gathered  up,  which  can  be  transmitted  to  posterity.  It 
seems  invidious  to  select  any  one  conmiander  as  entitled  to  special  mention, 
when  nearly  all  alike  were  patriotic  and  heroic  in  the  highest  possible 
degree.  Tbomasi  McPherson,  Schofield,  Logan,  Bousseao,  Butterfield,  and 
a  host  of  others,  merit  a  whole  volume  to  do  justjk^  to  their  achievements. 
There  was  scarcely  a  day,  during  this  momentous  campaign,  in  which  there 
were  not  enjgagements  which,  in  the  earlier  histcny  of  the  war,  would  have 
been  considered  important  battles. 

On  the  29th  two  unsuccessful  assaults  were  made  upon  the  strongholds 
of  the  foe.  General  Sherman  says,  ^'  Both  failed,  coding  us  many  valuar 
ble  lives ;  among  them  those  of  Generals  Barker  and  McCook«  Colonel 
nice  and  others  were  badly  wounded;  our  aggregate  loss  being  near 
eight  thousand,  while  we  inflicted  comparatively  little  loss  upon  the  enemy, 
who  lay  behind  his  well-formed  breastworks."  General  Sherman  resolved 
to  try  again  his  flimking  movement:  on  the  2d  of  July,  General 
McPherson  moved  his  whole  army  down  to  Turner's  Ferry  across  the 
Chattahoochie.  Much  of  the  mardii  was  after  sunset  It  was  a  night  of 
fearful  storm  and  darkness.    Far  along, 

''From  peak  to  peak  thd  rattHng  ortgs  smoQg^ 
Leaped  the  live  tlnmder." 

The  rain  fell  in  torrents.  General  Sherman  hoped,  under  cover  of  night 
and  the  storm,  to  gain  his  position  without  exciting  the  suspicion  of  the 
foe.  But  rebel  scouts  detected  the  movement,  and  G^eral  Johnston, 
fearing  the  inevitable  result  of  such  a  position  gained  in  his  rear,  aban- 
doned Eenesaw,  and  all  his  important  earthworks  there,  and  retreated  to 
the  Chattahoochie.  The  next  morning  the  patriot  flag  was  unfurled  fixna 
the  summit  of  Kenesaw,  and  the  patriot  army,  led  by  General  Sherman, 
triumphantly  entered  the  streets  of  Marietta. 

Marietta  is  one  of  the  prettiest  places  in  Kortheni  Georgia,  and,  before 
the  war,  was  a  favorite  residence  of  wealthy  Georgians,  They  had  estab- 
lished a  military  institute  here,  in  preparation  for  the  rebellion,  which  the 
slaveholders  had  been  long  contemplating.  Kow,  aUthe  male  inhabitants 
of  the  place,  capable  of  bearing  arms,  had  been  dragged  into  the  war,  and 
most  of  the  remainder  had  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  the  retreating 
army.    Desolation  reigned  in  the  deserted  mansions. 

Leaving  a  small  garrison  in  the  town,  the  army  pressed  on  in  pursuit  of 
the  foe,  hoping  to  fall  upon  him  and  throw  him  into  confusion  as  he  was 
grossing  the  Chattahoochie.  But  General  Johnston,  the  ^^  skiliul  retreater," 
foreseeing  this,  had  thrown  up  strong  intrenchments  at  the  head  of  the 
bridge.  He  had  also  e^^nded  his  lines  more  than  five  miles  along  the 
river-banks,  behmd  welWmstructed  ramparts  pxotected  with  abatis.  The 
rebels,  anticipating  this  retreat,  had  been  for  many  months  preparing  these 
works.  He  had  thus  safely  crossed  the  river,  and  was  apparently  in  a 
condition  to  baffle  all  the  endeavors  of  his  unrelenting  pursuers.  The 
Chattahoochie  wae,  at  that  time,  a  deep  and  rapid  stream,  passable  only  hr 
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hnif^^  «zde^  lit  one  <hr  tiro  V^rjr  cBfflenlt  ford^.  Oener«I  Bchofield  wai 
teivt  alxmt  ten  teSes  t6  fiie  east,  to  cross  by  a  rocky  ford  near  the  mouth  of 
Soap  Oeek. 

Beantiftdly  iatie  etiterprfaiB  iris  ftccoinpli^^  He  surprised  the  small 
^oard  st4tkmed  tJiel^e,  took  theni  dQ  prfeoners,  captiired  a  cannon,  l)nilt  a 
|M)&toon  bridge,  -^irotsBeA  Ins  troofiiB  oyer,  and  intrenched  himself  on  a  com- 
manding portion,  withotit  having  a  man  hurt.  At  tiie  same  time.  General 
Gerrard  with  hii»  hprsaiien  rode  some  ten  miles  fkrther  np  the  river  to 
BosweU,  btuned  ril  the.  rebel  fiu^tories  there,  and  secured  another  ford, 
which  he  held  for  the  passage  of  QemsrA  Mcl^ersoh's  troops.  In  the 
mean  time,  General  Howard  threw  a  ^ntoon  bridge  across  the  stream, 
-about  two  mites  below  General  Schofield.  "WTnle  these  strat^c  move- 
ments Were  in  opehttioh,  which  Becured  &ree  good  points  for  crossing 
the  river,  and  i^ndered  all  Johnston's  intrendimeiits  of  no  value  to 
him,  the  foe  wais  deceived  and  kept  busy  by  a  vigorous  fittack  upon  his 
lines. 

On^  of  the'matoy  prisoners  Vho  came  and  surrendered,  said  that  he  had 
long  beien  watching  for  an  opporttdiitj^.  He  lingered  in  a  rifle-pit  until  be 
eould  baftg  '<9tit  4iis  han<£k^rchid?  ^vith6ut  being  seen  by  his  retreating 
comrades.  He  said  that  half  of  his  regiment  would  be  glad  thus  to  escape^ 
but  they  dreaded  being  stigmatized  as  deserters.  He  also  stated  that 
tremendous  preparaitions  were  being  made  to  retiiitiisat  the  Chattahoochie, 
and  that  four  thousand  n^oes  had  long  been  employed  in  rearing  forti- 
fibatioliB  on  the  opposite  bdiik. 

dn  Johnston  found  bimbelf  outgeneralled.  Boming  his  bridges  and 
his  iefy  ie  pofit^  he  hurriedly  resumed  his  retreat.  Th6 
fotrbts  crossed  iiie  rivet  o^  the  10th  of  Juljr.  The  slight  opposition  they 
«tieoiunte^  was  resolutely  swept  away.  General  Sherman's  active  brain 
seemed  nev«r  to  be  tlr<^.  There  was  but  one  finished  lin^  of  railroad, 
ocmnecthiig  Georgia  and  Alltbatha  Wil3i  the  Mississippi.  It  was  important 
so  to  break  this  road  as  to  prev^t  Johnston  ftottx  receiving  supplies  and 
veenforeements.  As  soon  a^  <3ie  linhy  had  crossed  the  Chattahoochie, 
Gen^^  Itons^au,  who  had  alreUdy  proved  his  capacity  to  tneet  any 
responsibilities,  moved  with  a  cavalry  force  of  two  thousand  frotn  D^jatur, 
and,  riding  impetuously  iJirough  Georgia,  to  Montgomety  1h  Alabama, 
destroyed  thirty  miles  of  faihi^Ad  and  thirteen  railroad  d^pAts.  He  also 
destroyed  lai^  qnairtiti^  of  fro^iAom  and  Cotton,  and  lfbei*ated  over  a 
thousand  slaves.  Genefal  Bo^fss^au'^  heroic  ride  of  fifteen  days,  through- 
Ihe  heart  of  the  enem/s  country,  inflicted  serious  damage  upon  thb  rebels, 
and  was  of  great  beilefit  to  the  Union  cause. 

In  the  inetm  time  the  patriots  in  catop  were  toot  idle.  Storeto  were  col 
looted,  ratlroads  i^paii^,  gatrrispiis  strengthen^,  and  bridges  rebuilt.  CH 
Ae  17th  of  July  another  advance  '^as  ordei^ed.  General  McPhersOn,  by  v 
wide  d^toin*  to  the  east,  m^oved  upon  the  Augusta  Railroad,  striking  it  sev^ 
«rileb  beyond  Deeittur,  and  neariy  tWfenty  miles  below  Atlanta.  The  men 
had  to  fight  (nearly  every  «tep  of  their  way  through  swarms  of  rebel  skir- 
mishers.  The  mii;^<ftL  was  successfhl,  and  Decatur  Was  occupied  by  our 
troops.    On  the  morning  of  the  20th  of  July,  the  main  body  cf  the  Union 
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amij  had  oirosBed  to  the  south  side  of  Peach-Tree  Greek,  within  three  miles 
of  Atlanta. 

The  rebels  retired  within  the  strong  intrenchments  with  which,  for 
more  than  a  year,  they  had  been  snrromiding  that  important  place.  Their 
works  conld  not  be  stormed.  They  were  abundantly  supplied  with  pro- 
visions and  all  the  materiel  of  war.  They  could  not,  by  the  force  we  had, 
be  so  surrounded  as  to  prevent  the  ingress  of  reenforcements  with  supplies, 
and  the  egress  of  marieiiidhig'biind^.  L^^cily^hey  4)Olu3t€d  that  they  had 
lured  the  patriot  army  ^^  to  just  the  position  where  they  wished  them  to 
be,''  '^  fSEur  from  their  bas6  of  dupjflies,  with  Ihi^  of  communication  which 
could  easily  be  destroyed,  and  in  the  very  heart  of  the  South,  where  the 
indignant  legions  of  rebeldom  would  soon  rise  in  their  majesty,  and  blot 
out  the  deluded  invaders  from  the  ffu^e  oi  the  earth.^  '  Such  Was  the  boa^t 
of  the  vehels.  It  wae  joyfrdly  echoed  back  by  their  sympathizers  in  the 
Afid  many  a  patriot  &ared  thai  iik&  i>epnf6ntatioa  waa  ^too  true. 


CHAPTER   XXXVII. 

filBGE    OF    ATLANTA. 
(Jolj  SUt  to  Angiitt  SMh,  1814) 

HnoiBic  Of  QwnoLAL  W.abd.— Rbpulsb  or  thb  Rbbels.— Ths  Obsxrtatobt.— The  Rebsl 
Ambubh. — Attaok  upov  Gshs&al  IiBoaBTT. — Dbatr  or  Gbkbral  MtiPmsRsoir. — Qkkeral 
LooA5.— -Genxbal  Howabd  suoobeds  GBKBBJOi  M0PBBB8OV.— Oonmra  thbouah  tbm  Bssn 
Dhxs.— ^HB  Dbooivb  MoTBionrr.— Bbbpibaiiov  or  «bx  Bkbbu.— BrAOiutiov  or  A> 

LAlfTA. — OOOUPATIOV  BT  THS  PATBIOTB. 

Ths  patriot  army  having  reached  the  intrenchments  of  Atlanta,  comr 
menced  rigorouBly  forming  their  lines  of  si^.  At  one  part  of  the  line 
the  troops  had  stacked  their  arms  and  were  all  actively  engaged  with  the 
spade  and  pick,  when  Hardee's  Corps  of  the  rebel  army,  widi  a  savage  yell 
which  echoed  over  the  hills,  sallied  forth  from  their  ramparts  in  as  desper- 
ate an  assanlt  as  fury,  and  whiskey  envenomed  with  gunpowder,  conid  in- 
spire. The  men  had  barely  time  to  grasp  their  guns  and  fidl  into  line  be- 
fore the  enemy  were  upon  them.  For  a  few  moments  it  seemed  impossi- 
ble for  them  to  resist  Ihe  onset.  But  the  men,  inspired  by  General  New- 
tod's  presence  and  voice,  stood  firm.  The  artillerists  were  soon  at  their 
guns,  opening  a  deadly  fire  of  shot  and  shell  into  the  onrushing  rebel  ranks. 
For  twenty  minutes  the  leaden  storm  raged,  when  the  rebels  turned  and 
fled. 

Their  repulse  was  materially  aided  by  the  heroism  of  Oeneral  Ward. 
The  artillery  had  been  sent  to  the  support  of  General  Newton,  whoee  men 
had  only  muskets.  As  soon  as  the  rebels  made  their  charge,  the  brunt  of 
which  fell  upon  General  Newton,  General  Ward  ordered  a  counter-charge. 
The  foe  were  on  a  hill  in  front  of  his  division.  Across  the  flat  at  the  base 
of  the  hill,  and  up  its  slope,  the  patriots  rushed  with  cheers.  Near  the 
crest  they  met  the  enemy.  The  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-ninth  Xllinois 
met  them  in  a  hand-to-hand  fight,  in  which  officers  and  men  alike  min- 
gled. The  rebels  were  at  some  points  so  bewildered,  in  being  thus  unex- 
pectedly attacked,  that  they  were  easily  captured.  Others  fought  fiercely. 
line  after  line  was  carried  by  the  Western  heroes,  and  the  vanquished 
rebels,  abandoning  their  post,  fled  to  the  woods. 

While  all  the  energies  of  the  patriots,  both  of  body  and  mind,  were 
absorbed  by  the  battle,  the  enemy  stealthily  attempted  a  flanking  move- 
ment, and,  unopposed,  had  gained  an  important  position.  General  Thomas, 
who,  from  an  eminence,  was  watching  the  battle,  spied  them.  With  the 
calm  deliberation  which  ever  characterized  this  brave  and  extraordinary 
man,  he  gathered  a  force,  consisting  of  the  pioneers  of  Ejmball's  Brigade, 
and  some  of  the  straggling  skirmishers  who  had  run  to  the  i^ear,  and  with 
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two  pieces  of  artillery  anaikd  this  flanting  oolmnn,  and  killed  or  cap- 
tured them  alL 

Hie  repuke  of  the  enemy  waa  complete.  At  ererj  point  they  were 
driyen  back.  When  the  snn  went  down  and  darknesa  covered  the  bloody 
field,  the  ground  was  covered  vrith  the  abandoned  rebel  dead  and  wounded. 
The  loflB  on  both  sidea  waa  heavy.  The  patriot  killed  and  wounded 
amounted  to  fifteen  hundred.  Our  own  troops  buried  nearly  seven  hun- 
dred of  the  rebel  dead.  Their  total  loss,  €^eneral  Sherman  says,  could  not 
have  been  less  than  five  thousand.  Oeneral  Logan  was  c(Hiq>icaous  in 
this  battle.  His  achievements  merit  more  minute  detail  than  it  is  possible 
to  give  in  a  general  history.  H^ot  the  slightest  reliance  could  ever  be 
placed  in  the  bulletins  of  the  rebels.  The  war  was  got  up  by  them 
through  fraud,  and  through  fraud  it  was  carried  on  to  its  close. 

Directly  in  front  of  General  Leggett's  command  there  was  a  hill,  occu- 
pied by  some  of  the  desperadoes  of  the  rebel  Hardee's  Corps.  It  was  but 
five  hundred  yards  from  the  Union  lines^  As  the  summit  of  that  hill  com- 
manded the  two  principal  roads  to  Atlanta,  it  was  very  unportant  to  the 
patriots  that  they  should  possess  it.  General  Le^ett  was  directed  to  carry 
the  position  by  storm.  At  a  given  signal  his  troops  advanced,  on  the 
double-quick,  through  a  cornfield  at  the  foot  of  the  hilL  On  they  dashed, 
led  by  General  Leggett,  into  the  very  face  of  tiie  belching  fire  beforo 
tbem. 

Bight  valiantly  they  Iran  the  gauntlet  of  death,  and  planted  the  star- 
spangled  banner  on  the  summit  of  the  hUl.  Four  times  the  rebels,  with 
recruited  numbers,  endeavored  to  r^ain  their  lost  ground.  Four  times 
they  were  repulsed  with  great  slaughter.  From  the  summit  of  this  hiU 
shot  and  sheU  could  be  thrown  into  the  streets  of  Atlanta. 

On  the  morning  of  the  21st  of  July,  finding  themselves  so  closely 
pressed,  the  rebels  had  abandoned  their  outer  line  of  earthworks,  and  taken 
poesesmon  of  an  inner  line  of  redoubts,  which  were  very  strongly  con- 
structed. These  redoubts  were  connected  by  curtains,  strengthened  by 
rifle-pits,  abatis,  and  chevauz-de-frise.  The  clamor  of  the  rebels  against 
the  retreating  policy  of  General  Johnston  was  so  loud  that  he  was  relieved 
of  his  command,  and  a  fierce  Southron,  by  llie  name  of  Hood,  who  had  the 
r^utation  of  being  a  good  fighter,  waa  substituted  in  his  place.  The  vic- 
torious legions  of  Sherman  swept  into  the  defences  abandoned  by  the  ene- 
my, and  closed  around  the  doomed  city.  Their  encirding  line  was  about 
two  miles  from  the  centre  of  the  town. 

The  signal  corps  had  established  an  observatory  on  the  top  of  a  tall  tree, 
but  half  »  mile  from  the  redoubts  of  the  foe.  Lieutenant  Beynolds  took 
his  station,  concealed  by  the  foliage,  in  the  branches  of  the  tree.  A  gun 
was  brought  to  its  base ;  several  shells  were  thrown  into  the  city,  while 
Lieutenant  Beynolds,  directing  the  fire  from  his  commanding  post,  watched 
the  ruin  which  they  spread  around. 

On  the  morning  of  July  21st,  at  about  two  o'clock,  the  army  was 
roused  by  sounds  of  movement  within  the  rebel  lines.  The  night  was 
dear,  and  the  moon  so  bright  that  all  near  objects  were  almost  as  visiblo 
as  by  day.    T^  enemy  had  two  objects  in  view.    One  was  still  more  to 
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conc^iitriite  Aeir  lineB;  tlie  oth^  was,  to  liire  oar  troops  to  attadc  themitt 
the  midst  of  the  movement  they  were  making,  while  the  rebels  were  -p^ 
pared,  with  their  whole  ahny,  to  faH  mpon  and  eroah  oiir  assailing  eolimin, 
I^QS  drawti  into  ambnsk  The  hePoiSHi  of  General  MoPherson  thwarted 
Aeif  emining  scheme.  A  terrible  battle  was  fof^ht>  but  with  signd 
disaster  to  the  foe.  On  the  morning  of  the  22d,  Oeneral  MoOPherson, 
with  therightof  thearmljr^wasonTbothislfles^  <ibe  railroad  fipotnDeeatnr. 
General  Blahr  oconpied  the  hiU  won  the  day  before  bj  General  Le^ett 
General  Logan  was  on  the'right,  near  the  raibHMtd. 

The  troops  were  all  bosy  sh^ngthening  their  ibrtifioations.  Iikiine- 
diately  ajfter  the  change  of  "positioli  to  which  we  ha^re  referred,  the  Tebek 
emerged  from  thdr  ramparta,  heavily  massed,  and  phmged  in  flereest 
onset  upon  the  troops  commanded  by  Genei^  L^^gett  Imd  Giks  A. 
Smith*  They  came  in  4Mich  overpowering  numbers  that  our  m^  though 
tiUicmtly  returning  the  fife,  were  driven  back,  send  were  in  inmnneBt  penH 
of  utter  rout.  Tbdr  defeat  would  endUe  the  foe  to  odtfiank  fhe  Aniiy  of 
tiie  Ttonessee,  and  tomenace  it  with  defiitmction.  l%e  intelligdat  piEil2i0t 
soldiers  perceived  all  tJiis,  and  fought  with  dcfsperadon.  Couriers  were 
•ent to ^e rear, andevery  teamster  and  proviMt-guardsman  and  atragglar 
K^aa  ordered  to  hasten  to  the  aid  of  his  OTtorpowered  coimrades.  For  thnti 
hours  the  unequal  contest  continued.  At  kngfli  the  Slzteenih  Coi^ 
which  was  on  the  move  to  reonforce  General  Logan,  arriyed,-  and,  umting 
with  the  heroes  of  tjke  day^  rushed  into  the  open  ^eld,  ancl  no^  the  enemy 
foce  to  faoa  ISie  ground  was  brdken  and  sodq^,  and  covered  with  ihanij 
shrubs.  The  Strife  was  almost  always  at  close  quarters.  One  of  General 
BnBth^s.Iowa  brigftdes  foi^t -around  a  line  of  bnsist^orhs,  now  on  oiio 
side,  and  now  .on  the  other.  The  whole  Andy  dT  >the  Tennessee  wss 
engaged^  and,  thonglh  gn^atly  oUtnuitibeardd,  was  still,  at  noon,  holding 
its  own.  General.  McFlienk>n  was  «t  all  pobits,  ^eheoutaging,  di^^eetis^ 
and  inspiring  his  men.  Abbilt  iwedvie  o^diiidb:,  as,  with  his  Itofl^  he  was 
riding  along  the  embatded  ^lities,  a  fatal  impolse  led  liim  into  a  gsjp 
between  the  Sixteehth  and  Sevetiteenth  Ooi^iof  wbidh  he  was  Ignorant 
Being  in  advance  6{  his  Jtafi^  he  rode  io  the  iap  of  a  ridge  near  by.  A 
party  of  rebels  spdialEig  ftom  ambmdi,  and  fired  a  Yolky  of  bullets  upctn 
him.  The  brave  j>8ttribt  ccooiknalDider  foil  mortdly  wounded ;  the  buUet  of 
a  traitoar  had  pinfeed  his  bosbm.  Foreitioet  in  danger,  and  from  love  to 
Ida  bountry  Kravitag  erery  ptril,  he  dibd  in  the  heat  lof  bclttle^  as  he  was 
leading  his  men  to  victory. 

A  private,  Geotge  D.  Hayndds,  of  the  Plfbeenlih  Iowa,  tow  Ibis  chief 
ftlL  Though  his  owo  aMi  had  been  shattered  by  aiball,  he  erept  to  the 
side  ctf  the  dying:  general,  and,  regardless  of  IhemiisUeB  of  deatii  foUing 
tld<^kly -aM>imd»  held  hta  hand  u^tU  the  .pulse  ceased  to  beajt;  "th^  bcicoD^ 
ing  faint  .from  h^at  and  loss  of  blood,  he  endeaivor6l  to  find  tibe  hospitsL 
On  his  way  back,  he  met  General  £ueU'and  Oolonel  Strong,  searehiiig  f<^ 
tha  body  of  tiie  igebdral  ;AgaiDi  fefgetting  his  own  wound,  'he  led  them 
haek.  :  When  th^y  eHmfe  in  »ght  of  the  slighk  ridge  where  th^  !blood- 
rfainl^  body  h^Tf^^'Saw  4  {>ar^  df  vetols,  like  savi^^  stripping  &^ 
bonosred  rsmains*    finsaged  t)y  the  indiguityy  'the  little  band  tf  tad^  t^^ 


qiflOB  (yr  43^1.  ant  a,..  4161 

tbeir  nombeTB,  dnove  thorn  into  the  ^ooda,  md  fu^y  and  tendoilj  oonyej^ 
the  corpse  to  the  rear. 

General  JieFheiMiL  was  one  of  the  aoblest  of  that  band  of  martyrB 
^ho  have  been  the  ¥ictimg  of  thi^  infamova  rebellioa.  ^^  He  waa^"  writes 
Qeaera)  Rherroayi^  ^^  a  noble  youth,,  of.  stprikiiig  peiwHial  appearance,  of  the 
lughest  professional  capacity,  and  with  a  heart  abounding  in  kindness,  that 
drew  to  him  the  a^ections  of  all  men.''  By  the  death  of  General  HePher- 
aon,  the  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  devolved  np<ni  General  "^ 
Logan,  a  man  rivalling  his  predecessor  in  bravery,  patriotis^a,  and  military 
ability.  General  Logan,  as  the  news  was  transmitted  to  him  on  the  field 
that  the  commimd  rested  with  himi  brandished  his  sword,  and  eried  ont^ 
^^  Oome  on,  boys ;  KcPherson  and  revenge."  For  two  honi^  more  the  fight 
raged  around  the  little  hill  called  '^  Leggett's  Bald  Top^!^  Hood  was  a 
mere  reckless,  desperate  ^'fire-eater."  In  a  firenzy  like  that  which i^igns 
in  a  drunken  row,  he  hurled  his  masses,  infuriated  with  whiskey,  up<m  the 
patriot  lines.  He  seemed  reckless  of  sli^nghter,  apparently  resolved  to 
'Carry  his  pointy  or  Ipse  the  last  man.  General  Logan  was  by  no  means  his 
kiferi<»r  in, impetuous  daring,  and  lEar  his  superior  in  all  those  intellectnal 
qnalities  of  Qireimispection,  coolness,  and  jud^ent,  requisite  to  oonatitute 
a  great  g^ieraL  At  three  o'clpck  in  the  afternoon  the  rebels,  defeated  at 
every  poipt,  reti«ated  firom  the  field.  The  rebel  Joss  was  enormous,  ^^  I 
entertain  no  doubt,"  writes  General  l^erman,  *'  that  the  enemy  sustained 
an  aggregate  loss  of  eight  thousand  men."  Our  loss  was  three  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  twenty-two. 

While  these  scenes  were  transpiring,  the  rebel  Wheder,  with  a  strong 
cavalry  force,  made  an  atta^  upon  Decatur,  hoping  to  destroy  the  National 
stores  gathered  there.  But  Colond,  now  General  l^»i(gue,  who  was  in 
command,  with  equal  bravery  and  sagacity,  baffled  his  plans.  As  Hood 
had  been  placed  in  command,  with  loud  boasts  that  '^  the  Nationid  troops 
would  vanish  before  him  like  mist  before  the  sun,"  he  was  morally  com* 
polled  at  all  hazards  to  %ht.  He  made  an  att^npt  to  cut  through  a  weak 
piHtion  of  our  line,  and  thus  sever  the  right  ttom  the  centre  of  the  army. 
The  Thirteenth  Corps  met  this  assault  gallantly.  General  Shera^an  happened 
to  be  near  as  the  impetuous  onset  was  made*  He  brought  forward  battened 
which  opened  with  direful  slaughter  xqpon  the  foe.  When  they  w^^ 
thrown  a  little  into  concision.  General  Woods,  supported  by  General 
Schqfietd,  swept  down  upon  them  in  a  resistlesa  charge,  whidi  drove  them 
back  behind  th^  intrenohment0,  with  the  loss  of  neariy  eight  thoufiand  in 
killed,  wounded^  and  prisoners.  The  Union  loss  was  about  three  thousand. 
Such  was  the  scale  on  which  these  op^utions^  were  carried.  Bkirmishes 
but  toiefiy  alluded  to  in  the  journals  of  the  day,  rise  to  the  ma^tude  of 
ordinary  pitched  battles. 

Every  d^y^  eyery  hour,  had  its  conflict  or  vdld  adventures.  Gleneral 
Gerrard  rode  with  his  cavalry  to  Oovington,  forty-twomiles  below  Atlanta, 
cm  Uie  road  to  Augusta.  Here  he  cut  and  destroyed  the  railroad,  burning 
two  important  bridges,  destroying  two  d6p6ts^  vrith  a  large  train  of  cars, 
two  thousand  bales  of  cotton,  and  numerous  military  stores.  He  also  took 
two  hundred  prispnen.    In  the  expedition  he  lost,  but  one  man.     The 
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Augusta  road  being  thus  deetrayed,  tiie  rebels  oonld  onlj  obtain  supplies 
by  the  Macon  road.    This  also  was  doomed. 

General  Sherman  ordered  two  forces  of  cavalry  to  move  from  Atlanta. 
One  of  five  thousand  men,  nnder  General  Stoneman,  was  to  take  the  ronle 
to  McDonough.  The  otiier,  of  fonr  thousand,  nnder  General  McOook, 
was  to  take  a  road  which  led  tiirongh  FayetteviUe.  The  two  parties  were 
to  meet  at  Lovejoy's  Station,  on  tiie  Macon  road,  on  the  28th  of  July. 
Having  destroyed  the  road,  they  were  then  to  seek  for  Wheeler  and  give 
him  battle.  Eagerly  the  men  embarked  in  the  gallant  enterprise.  Jvaat 
before' starting,  a  petition  was  handed  from  the  men  to  General  Sherman, 
imploring  permission,  after  having  thoroughly  accomplished  their  work,  to 
attack  Macon  itself,  and  release  the  two  thousand  Union  prisoners  held  in 
confinement  there. 

This  was  true  chivalry.  The  heroic  request  met  with  a  prompt  re- 
sponse from  General  Sherman.  General  Stcmeman  was  authorized  to  accede 
to  the  wishes  of  his  command.  Nothing  is  certain  in  war.  Both  parties 
started  forth  in  the  highest  spirits.  But  obstacles  were  met  which  neither 
bravery  nor  skill  could  surmount.  Swollen  streams  were  encountered, 
which  could  not  be  forded,  and  where  there  were  no  bridges.  It  thus  be- 
came impossible  for  the  two  forces  to  unite  at  the  appointed  time  and 
place.  They  were  separated  by  the  Ocmulgee  River ;  General  Stoneman 
on  the  east,  tearing  up  the  railroad,  burning  d6p6ts  and  military  stores,  bnt 
unable  to  effect  a  junction  with  General  McGook.  The  enterprise,  in  the 
heart  of  the  rebel  country,  and  in  the  midst  of  powerful  rebel  armies,  re- 
quired the  utmost  expedition.  Boldly,  with  his  single  command,  he  pressed 
on  to  Macon.    But  his  force  was  not  sufficient  to  storm  the  town. 

The  rebel  cavalry  were  on  the  alert.  General  Stoneman  was  compelled 
to  retreat,  followed  closely  by  outnumbering  foes.  They  gathered  in  such 
numbers  that  he  was  soon  surrounded,  and  with  forces  so  strong  that  he 
could  not  cut  his  way  through.  With  a  noble  spirit  <^  self-sacrifice,  he 
decided  that  he,  with  about  seven  hundred  men  and  a  section  of  light 
guns,  would  surrender.  While  protracting  the  details  of  this  capitulation, 
die  remainder  of  the  force,  under  Colonel  Adams,  effected  their  escape. 
The  greater  part  of  the  command  was  thus  saved.  The  heroic  Genial 
Stoneman  thus  became  himself  an  inmate  of  those  very  prisons  from  which 
he  had  endeavored  to  release  his  comrades. 

General  McCook  was  not  much  more  successfril.  He  struck  the  West 
Point  Railroad  at  Palmetto  Station,  tore  up  the  road,  destroyed  the  d6p6t 
and  other  public  buildings,  and  pressed  on,  without  drawing  rein,  to 
FayetteviUe.  Here  he  burned  a  long  train  of  wagons,  and  seized  the  mules 
and  the  men.  He  then  struck  over  to  the  Macon  road  at  Lovejoy's,  and 
did  what  he  could  to  destroy  it.  He  was  soon  assailed  by  superior  force, 
before  whom  he  retreated  to  Newman,  on  the  "West  Point  road.  Here  he 
was  met  by  another  body  of  rebels,  and  quite  hemmed  in.  Gallantly, 
however,  he  cut  his  way  through  them,  tiU  he  reached  our  lines  before 
Atlanta,  having  lost  all  Iiis  captures  and  five  hundred  men. 

Major-General  Howard  was  appointed  by  the  President  to  succeed  the 
lamented  McPherson.    (jbneral  Sherman  w^  daily  drawing  his  lines 
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neai^r  ihe  doomed  city,  and  strengthening  everj  position  h^  gained.  Gen- 
eral Hood  saw  that  if  he  allowed  Genend  Bhennan  to  continue  his  move- 
mait  to  the  south,  he  wonld  soon  seize  the  Macon  road,  and  then  Atlanta' 
wonld  be  inevitably  starved  into  surrender.  He  therefore  determined,  at 
every  risk,  to  break  Sherman's  line.  On  the  28th,  he  massed  his  forces  for 
the  desperate  endeavor.  Abont  noon  of  this  day,  an  immense  force  was 
hurled  against  the  Fifteenth  Corps ;  but  the  charge  was  so  sternly  received, 
and  such  yolleys  of  death  poured  into  their  ranks,  that  the  officers  could  no 
longer  control  the  men,  and  they  broke  and  fled. 

Again  and  again  were  the  routed  rebels  rallied  by  their  desperate  lead- 
OTB.  Six  times,  between  twelve  at  noon  and  fbur  in  the  afternoon,  they 
were  driven  towards  the  frail  intrenchments  behind  which  the  patriots 
awaited  them,  and  six  times  they  were  scattered  with  terrific  slaughter. 
Hood  was  apparently  utterly  reckless  of  the  lives  of  his  soldiers.  He 
fought  with  the  brute  energy  of  a  madman.  On  that  bloody  day  General 
Logan's  Oorps  won  great  renown.  Almost  alone  they  met  the  assault  of 
these  vastly  superior  numbers,  thus  desperately  hurled  upon  them.  Our 
lo0s  was  less  than  six  himdred ;  that  of  the  enemy.  General  Sherman  says, 
oould  not  have  been  less  than  five  thousand.  But  for  the  obstruction  of 
dense  and  tangled  forests,  which  prevented  the  opportune  arrival  of  Gen* 
eral  Davis's  Division,  the  repulse  would' have  been  a  disastrous  rout. 

Day  after  day  passed  with  incessant  skirmishes,  while  our  troops  were 
eontinually  puling  their  way  towards  the  Macon  road.  The  rebel  lines 
extended  fifteen  miles.  They  were  enabled  to  do  this,  as  the  State  militia 
had  been  called  out  to  aid  in  the  defence  of  Atlanta.  The  spread  of  the 
forests  and  the  irr^ularities  of  the  ground  so  concealed  and  protected 
them,  thftt  their  weak  points  could  not  be  discovered.  On  the  10th  of 
August,  four  four-and-a-half-inch  rifled  guns  arrived  from  Chattanooga. 
They  were  immediately  put  to  work,  night  and  day,  throwing  sheUs  into 
the  city,  causing  frequent  fires  and  great  consternation.  But  Hood  seemed 
determined  to  hold  his  fcnts,  whatever  might  be  the  fate  of  the  town. 

The  rebel  cavalry  leader  Whoeler  now  started,  with  a  force  of  between 
six  and  ten  thousand  men,  and  struck  our  lines  of  communication  at  Cal- 
houn, near  Dalton.  He  broke  up  the  road  for  some  distance,  and  captured 
about  fidx  hundred  cattle.  ^  I  could  not,^'  says  General  Sherman,  "  have 
asked  any  thing  better ;  for  I  had  provided  well  against  such  a  contingency, 
and  this  detachment  left  me  superior  to  the  enemy  in  cavalry.^  He  im- 
mediately ordered  Gteneral  Kilpatrick,  one  of  the  boldest  riders  of  the 
army,  to  improve  the  opportunity  in  malong  another  attempt  for  the  de- 
struction of  the  railroad  at  Macon. 

On  the  night  of  August  19th,  five  thousand  horsemen  leaped  into  their 
saddles,  and  passed  swiftly  away  on  their  mission.  The  rebels  anticipated 
the  movements  They  soon  encountered  a  formidable  force.  General  Kil- 
patriek,  after  a  bloody  battle,  dispersed  them.  Pressing  rapidly  on  at 
JonesboTo',  he  encountOTed  another  rebel  force,  which  he  also  scattered. 
For  five  hours  Ihs  men  worked  at  Jonesboro',  tearing  up  the  railroad. 
They  were  interrtq)ted  by  the  arrival  of  a  rebel  brigade,  greatly  outnum- 
bering them.    His  men,  reftising  battle  against  sudi  odds,  sprang  upon 
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tl^ir  hoT0eB,  and;  tozned  in  tbe  directioa  of  Lovqoy'B.St^irtiaB.  l^ro^bfr 
agaia  enoouixtessed  the  enemy  ia  great  fei^a^id  m  such  a  po^it^oii  tliat  ]»#i 
(^d  not  a¥oid  a  battle*  The.  foe  made  a»  focii^as  aeeaioit  apoo  hb  ex- 
hausted men,  and  soon  is^rrounded  theipL,  They  coold  eply  apairmd^i  ^k 
desperately  ont  their  way  tbnough  the  Bwammg  lines  by  whMsh  th^  wcg^ 
enveloped.  Yiaions  of  imprisonment,  starvation^  and  ev€(iy  outrage  i^hiok 
savage  barbarity  Qonld  inflict,  nerv^'the  heiMis  of  hi^  ga^ant  baqtd.  In 
the  scene  whieh  ensned,  General  Hinty  iiras  conspioBoa^.  alik»  £or  good 
generalship  and  unpetnons  bravery.  Xbe.  m^i  *  w«tre  fooned  in  eolimm  tor 
frchaige.  At  the  word  of  oonunand,,  with  arshoojt  th^y  dashed  against  the 
foe.  Fences  were  leaped,  ditche^deared,  and  vfiUi  rattijpg s^tafee the irar 
petuons  squadron  reached  the  barrifsade  of  n^ls.whfire^  the  foe  awaited 
them«  They  leaped  the  bamery  and,  witi^  keen**edged  swo^?ds^  cut  ri^t 
and  left,  as  they  rode  over  the  &9toun4e4  Jfebela.  The.ydl^  oi  the  horae* 
men  were  mingled  with  the^shrieks  of  the  wounded^a^d  the  grqaoa  of  the 
4ying.  The  sabre  was  the  only  weapon  the  patriots  used^  A  hundred 
cebels  were  cut  down,  as  the  Spartan  band  hewed  a<  path  for  their  escape. 
Herited  success  rewarded  the  bold  deed.  The  men,  having  broken  throi^ 
ihe  hostile  lines,  wove  rallied  together.  Aj^ravrideof  fouv  dftys,  darii^ 
which  they  had.  but  three  me4s  of  coffee  and  hard  tack^  and  <mly  ona 
night's  rest,  th^  reached  their  lines  at  Atlwta  in  8%fefy« 

It  was  now  the  26th  of  Aogmt.  Genecal  l^enpan  had  beeA  before  the 
city  for  nearly  five  weeks,  and  stiU  the  rebel  flag  floated  defiandy  from  its 
ramparts.  Yet  every  day  some  advance  was  made,  and  now  the  hour  had 
come  for  decisive  action^  All  the  sic^  aU  surplus  wagons,  and  aU  encom- 
brances  of  every  kind,  were, sent  back  to  the  Chfittahoocbie.  Gra^*al  Wil- 
liams^ with  his  corps,  was  stationed  there  as  a,gpard.  The  whole  remaining 
%rmy  was  then  put  in  motion  on  the  night  of  the  25th  and  36th.  Gtoecai 
Bchofield,  by  menaces,  bombardments,  a^d  fierce  aasaultS)  held  the  rebdp 
at  their  guns.  The  siege  of  Atlanta  was  to  be  raised,  and,  instead  of 
attacking  its  intrenchments^  the  whole  str^igth  of  the  army  was  to  be 
hurled  against  its  only  remaining  lines  of  communication.  The  minute 
%nd  complicated  details  of  the  movement  by  which  the  army,  abandoning 
its  intrenchments,  inarched  to  Jonesboro'  on  the  Maoon  road,  can  be  made 
interesting  only  to  military  readers,  who  will  carefully  stndy  the  account, 
aided  by  diagrams.  The  well-'plaiuied  and  admirably  executed  enterprise 
would  have  done  honor  to  Kapoleon.  It  must  ever  give  General  Sherman 
rank  among  the  ablest  of  military  commanders.  A  force  was  first  sent, 
who  destroyed  twelve  mileaof  the  West  Point  Bailroad.  The  ties  were 
burned,  the  rails  heated  and  twisted,  the  cots  filled  up  ^^  with  trees,  logSi 
rocks,  and  earth,  intermingled  with  loaded  shells,  prepared  as  tovpedoee,  to 
explode  in  case  of  an  attempt  to  clear  th^n  out."  The  three  oohimns  of  the 
army  moved  on  the  morning  of  the  29th,  under  the  commands  of  GteaeniB 
Thomas,  Schofield,  and  Howard.  The  rebels,  under  Lee  and  Hardee^  &U 
impetuously  iq)on  Gleneral  Howard's  colunm.  After  a  very  sternly  eontefted 
battle  of  two  hours^  duration,  the  discomfited  Ibe  withdrew,  with  tbe  Intf 
of  four  hundred  dead,  and  two  thousand  five  hundred  wounded.  As  flocn 
as  the  troops  struck  the  Macon  Bailroad,  they  were  to  eommenee  vigorovdy 
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fte  \rork  of  destnoticau  The  oeoiqMmc^  tf  iheta  roads  by  die  patvidfe 
army  would  send  Btarvation  into  the  etveetft  of  Atlanta,  and  seal  ftto  doosn. 

Tbe  lebels  n^ade  bnelaoi  desperate  endearor  to  present  thia  mOTement, 
wtdoh,  being  sMoenfUly  aoeenpliBhed,  woald  drive  them  fogitlvea  froai 
Atlanta.  General-  Sherman  had  mandied  more  than  a  hnndred  niles 
over  tiw  hilk  and  thtou^  tiie  bemitiftil  valleys  of  Korlhem  Geoi^ta.  He 
had,  day  after  day,  in  nninjlerrtipted  vietory,  driven  the  whole  rebel  army 
before  idm.  And  now  the  capture  of  Ihe  ^^  Gate  City/'  with  ita  areenala, 
its  magazines,  its  mannfaotorieB,  its  vast  amount  of  military  storea,  would 
open  to  him  aa  uBobstructed  path,  tfaroof^  the  very  heart  of  the  State,  to 
the  eea.  He  had  fon^t  his  way  tkpough  d^iae  feresta,  and  mountain 
goigGe,  and  ro<^  crags.  He  waft  now  to  enter  u^nm  a  level  country, 
where  no  serious  impediment  eould  blodc  his  path*  The  rebels  understood 
this  perfectly,  and  adffeQed  their  sinews  for  a  last  despairing  effort 

When  General  Howard  arrived  within  half  a  mile  of  JonesboioVaboiil 
noem  of  the  ftlst  of  July,  fiier  vebds  pluged  upon  him,  im^^u^  by  all  the 
jnorgicBi  of  fury  and  despair.  General  Logan  received  the  first  onset. 
Eb  waa  just  the  ieum  fbr  the  pfauee  atri  the  hom!*.  Getieral  Eilpalrick  had 
gained  an  important  eminence,  from  which  his  guna  <lealt  destntotMi  to 
the  foe.  In  accumulated  masses  the  surging  rebels  rolled  up  the  hill.  In 
a  moment  there  was  a  portentous  silence,  until  the  serried  host  were  within 
a  few  feet  of  the  guns.  Then  came  flash  and  roar,  peal  upon  peal,  yolley 
after  volley.  The  range  was  perfect.  There  was  no  need  for  deliberation 
or  ain\.  The  gunners  worked  with  superhuman  rapidity ;  shells,  grape, 
canister,  swept  through  the  ranks  of  the  foe  like  haiL  Fifteen  minutes 
passed.  A  puff  of  wind  swept  away  the  billowy  smc^e.  The  column  had 
vanished.  The  ground  was  red  with  blood,  and  covered  with  the  mangled, 
ghastly  Tictims  of  war — some  still  in  death,  many  writhing  in  mortal 
agonies. 

It  was  with  the  rebels  a  case  of  life  or  death.  Defeat  now  was  rem- 
ediless ruin.  A  second  column  was  forced  up  the  hill.  A  second  burst 
of  war's  terrific  tempest  swept  them  to  destruction.  And  thus  the  battle 
raged  till  night.  Hardee,  the  rebel  leader  at  that  point,  seemed  utterly 
reckless  of  the  lives  of  his  men.  The  wretched  victims  of  the  rebellion — 
the  "  poor  whites,"  who,  by  the  most  merciless  conscription,  had  been 
forced  into  the  war — ^were  driven  to  certain  slaughter  with  the  most  fanatic 
disregard  of  life.  The  Union  troops  were  safe  behind  a  parapet  of  logs. 
The  rebel  dead  were  piled  up  before  this  parapet,  in  some  places  four  deep. 

The  next  morning  the  battle  was  renewed.  Nearly  the  whole  of  Gren- 
eral  Thomas's  Division  was  now  at  hand,  to  aid  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 
After  standing  on  the  defensive  for  a  few  hours  and  bloodily  repelling  sev- 
end  charges,  the  patriots,  in  their  turn,  commenced  making  assaults.  Gen- 
cnd  Davis,  with  Major  Edith,  made  one  of  the  most  gallant  of  these  charges, 
^bel  and  patriot  struggled  hand  to  hand  over  the  barricade.  The  star- 
spangled  banner  and  treason's  flag  intertwined  their  folds.  The  Eighth 
Illinois,  under  Colonel  Anderson,  performed  illustrious  deeds.  After  a 
%ht  of  four  hours  the  whole  rebel  line  was  carried,  and  their  battery  of 

twenty-four  guns  was  captured.    The  vanquished  foe  retreated  in  oonfn- 
TOL.  n^^o 
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tioiL  The  gloom  of  the  nighty  fhe  diric,  pathless  forest,  and  the  rugged 
nature  of  the  ground  prevented  pnrBnit. 

Scouts  probably  conreyed  to  Hood,  m  Atknta,  the  disastrous  intelli- 
genoe.  About  two  o'dook  in  the  morning  heavy  explosions  were  heard  in 
tiie  city,  about  twenty  miles  distant  Hood  was  blowing  up  his  maga- 
sines,  in  preparation  for  flight  The  next  morning,  July  2d,  General  l^o- 
cum,  who  was  watching  the  moTements  of  the  rebels  at  Atlanta,  discoT- 
ered  their  retreat  They  were  escaping  by  roads  which  led  eastward 
towards  Augusta.  He  immediately  entered  the  dty  in  triumph.  The 
black  population  received  him  as  their  deliverer.  Ko  tongue  can  tell  tiie 
enthusiasm  of  their  greeting.  There  were  a  few  Union  inhabitants  in  the 
place,  ^^  faithful  found  among  the  fidthless."  For  their  persistent  patriot- 
ism they  had  suffered  untold  outrages.  With  tears  wMch  could  not  be 
restrained,  and  prayers  of  thanksgiving  inarticulate  through  emotion,  thcj 
welcomed  the  return  of  the  National  flag. 

General  Sherman,  vrith  a  brilliant  cavalcade,  soon  entered  the  city. 
The  Stars  and  Stripes  were  unfurled  from  every  spire,  and  over  every  ram- 
part Al<mg  the  wires  the  joyful  telegram  was  flashed  to  Washington : 
^Atlanta  is  ours,  and  fairly  won." 


CHAPTEB    XXXVIII. 

FBOIC   ATLANTA   TO   SAYAKNAH 

(Oetob«r,  HotmbImt,  asd  Deeembtr,  18M.) 

BXPUIAOK  or  THS  TSEXBtrLSTB  ntOM  ATLAIVTa; — OOBBBSPONDlirCB  WITH  RbbBL  AXTTHOBItlB.--* 

Attbmpt  upon  oub  LmB  of  Oomkuvmutiov.— Allatoova  Pim— Eitbkat  or  thb  Fob^— 
DaBTBoanov  op  ATuunA.-^Tia  Lm  or  Haboh. — AnioDonB  and  Ijioidents. — Captubb 
or  MiLLBDQsyiLLB. — Maoov  avo  AuoumA   THRBATEinED. — Sbbtioss   or  General   Kil- 

PATBIOK. — ^ThB    COHTBABAHD. — ^ABBIYAL    AT    SaYAHKAH. — STOEinKG    FOBT    MoALLISTEB. — 

Thb  Triumphavt  Issub. 

As  soon  as  Oeneral  Sherman  had  entered  Atlanta,  his  first  care  was  for 
the  weary  Teterans  who  had  so  patiently  and  heroically  borne  the  toilsome 
march  from  Chattanooga.  While  General  Kilpatrick,  with  his  tireless 
riders,  sconred  the  country  to  guard  i^ainst  surprise,  our  soldiers  were 
encamped  within  and  around  the  captured  town.  Bapidly  a  city  rose, 
of  fifty  thousand  inhabitants,  m  whose  lowly  dwellings,  constructed  mainly 
of  the  timber  of  deserted  houses,  the  bravest  and  noblest  of  human  hearts 
throbbed.  General  Sherman,  conscious  that  his  grand  enterprise  was  not 
finished,  only  auspiciously  commenced,  was  devoting  his  apparently  ex- 
haustless  energies  of  mind  and  body  in  preparation  for  his  onward  march. 
It  was  necessary  for  the  furtherance  of  his  plans  that  Atlanta,  for  a  time, 
should  be  converted  into  exclusively  a  military  post,  where  there  should 
be  no  spies  to  watch  his  movements,  and  no  idle  mouths  fto  consume  the 
food  which  must  be  brought  over  his  long  lines  of  transportation*  He 
therefore  issued  an  order  that  all  non-combatants  should  leave  the  place, 
allowing  those  whose  sympathies  were  with  rebellion  to  seek  the  protection 
of  the  rebel  army ;  while  tliose  whose  hearts  were  patriotic  were  to  be 
transferred  to  the  Dnion  lines.  The  torch  was  also  applied  to  all  those 
public  buildings  which,  upon  the  evacuation  of  Atlanta  by  the  patriot 
troops,  the  rebels  could  again  occupy  for  their  traitorous  purposes. 

A  wail  of  anguish  now  rose  from  the  unfortunate  inhabitants.  They 
had  endured  the  peril  and  suffering  of  the  siege.  Kow  came  expulsion 
fix)m  their  homes.  ^^  War  is  nothing,"  flippantly  exclaimed  Toombs  of 
Georgia.  "  War,"  exclaimed  the  i)eople  of  Atlanta,  in  tones  of  heart- 
piercing  anguish,  "  is  the  most  dreadful  of  aH  earthly  calamities."  The  rebel 
General  Hood,  assuming  that  it  was  General  Sherman's  duty  to  retain 
thousands  in  his  camp  who  would  act  as  spies,  and  eat  the  food  of  his 
soldiers,  sent  a  remonstrance,  in  the  name  of  God  and  humanity,  against 
the  expulsion  of  the  inhabitants,  as  ^^  an  unprecedented  and  studied  act  of 
cruelty."  General  Sherman,  in  a  reply  as  impetuous  and  resistless  as  the 
sweep  of  his  columns,  reminded  Hood  of  the  invariable  course  of  the 
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rebels  in  regard  to  the  ITnion  famiHes  found  within  their  lines.  "K  w# 
must  be  enemies,''  he  wrote,  ^^  let  ns  be  men,  and  fight  it  out  as  we  ^ro* 
pose  to-day,  and  not  deal  in  such  hypocritical  appeals  to  Ood  and  hmnan- 
ity."  He  claimed  it  to  be  more  hxmiane  to  remove  the  weak  and  helpless 
from  the  military  post,  than  to  leave  them  exposed  to  the  ever-recurring 
Attacks  of  hostile  armies.* 

The  mayor  and  ci^y  cauncU  of  Atlanta  communicated  Hood's  remon* 
strance  to  General  Sherman,  accompanied  by  a  vei^  edmest  but  respectful 
remonstrance  of  tbeir  own.  To  them  General  Sherman  replied  in  a  letter 
under  date  of  September  12,  containing  the  following  strongly  expressed 
sentiments : — 

^<  QmnoLEWss : — I  have  your  letter  of  the  11th,  in  the  nature  of  a  peti* 
tion  to  revoke  my  order  removing  all  the  inhabitants  from  Atlanta.  I 
have  read  it  carefblly,  and  give  frill  (s-edit  to  your  gtatements  of  the 
distress  which  will  be  occasioned  by  it,  and  yet  shall  not  revoke  my  order, 
simply  because  my  orders  are  not  designed  to  meet  the  humanities  of  the 
case,  but  to  prepare  for  the  future  struggle  in  which  miUions,  yea,  hun- 
dreds of  millions  of  people  outside  of  Atlanta,  have  a  deep  inta'est. 

^^  We  must  have  peace,  not  only  in  Atlanta,  but  in  all  America*  To 
secure  liiis,  we  must  stop  the  war  t^at  now  desolates  our  <»iee  frtv<»^ 
countiy.  To  stop  the  war,  we  must  defeat  the  rebel  armies  that  are 
arrayed  against  the  laws  and  Oonstitution  which  all  men  muiat  respect  and 
obey.  To  defeat  these  armies,  we  must  be  pr^ared  to  meet  them  in  their 
recesses,  provided  with  the  arms  and  instruments  which  enalde  us  to  ao- 
complish  our  purpose. 

^^  The  use  of  Atlanta  for  warlike  purposes  is  inconsisteiit  with  (ts  char 
acter  as  a  home  for  famiEes.  War  is  cruelty,  and  you  cannot  refine  it,; 
and  those  who  brought  war  on  our  country  deserve  all  the  curses  and  male- 
dictions a  people  can  pour  out.  I  know  that  I  had  no  hand  in  making 
this  war,  and  f  know  tiiat  I  will  make  more  sacrifices  than  any  of  you,  to 
to-day,  to  secure  peace.  But  you  cannot  have  peace  and  a  division  of  onr 
countiy.  If  the  United  States  submit  to  a  division  now,  it  will  not  stop, 
but  will  go  on  till  we  meet  the  fiite  of  Mexico,  which  is  eternal  war. 

*^  You  m^t  as  well  appeal  against  the  tiiunder-€torm  ad  against  the 
terrible  hardships  of  war. ,  They  are  inevitable,  and  the  only  way  the  peo- 
ple of  Atlanta  ean  hope  onoe  more  to  live  in  peace  and  quiet  at  home,  is 

*  TbefbUowinff  sentenee  from  his  reply  shows  that  General  Shennaa  is  as  able  wi^  the  pern 
AS  with  the  sword: — 

**In  tile  name  of  common  sense— I  ask  yon  not  to  appeal  to  a  just  God  in  such  a  sacrllegJbts 
manner— you,  who  ki  the  midst  of  peace  and  proepeiity,  hare  plunged  a  nation  into  wJi^-Hdafirk 
and  cruel  war;  who  dared  mad  badgered  us  to  battle ;  insulted  our  flag;  seized  our  arsenals  and 
forts,  that  were  left  in  the  honorable  custody  of  a  peaoefhl  ordnance  sergeant;  seized  and  made 
prisoners  of  war  of  the  very  garrisons  sent  to  protect  your  people  fh>m  negroes  and  Indians, 
long  before  any  orert  act  was  committed  by  the  (to  you)  hatejfbl  Lineohi  GoTemment;  tried  to 
force  Kentucky  and  Missouri  into  rebeUioa  in  despite  of  themsebres ;  falsified  the  \rote  of  Loulsi- 
ana;  tamed  loose  your  prirateers  to  plunder  unartaed  ships;  expelled  Union  families  by  the 
thousands;  burned  their  homes,  and  declared,  by  acts  of  your  Congress,  the  confiscation  of  all 
debts  due  to  Northern  men  for  goods  had  and  received  t  Talk  this  to  the  marines,  but  not  to  me, 
who  haye  seen  these  things,  and  who  wlH  this  day  moke  as  great  saorifloe  for  the  pesos  and 
konor  Of  tbe  Soa^  m  the  best  Southemer  aoKmg  yovi.*' 
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to  sitop  tills  wttr,  whidi  can  alooBe  l»e  doie  bjr  admittiiig  ih«l  it  began  m 
error  and  k  perpetuated  in  pride.  We  don't  want  toot  negruei,  or  yonr 
horsee,  or  your  houses,  or  your  land,  or  anj  thing  you  have^  But  we 
do  want,  and  we  will  have,  a  jnst  obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  .United 
States." 

Sorrowfiill J  the  people  prepared  for  the  abandonment  of  their  homes. 
A  ten  days'  truoe  was  agreed  upon,  to  fiicilitate  this  painful  operation. 
G^ieral  German  fhmished  transportation  finr  all  fsLmilies,  giving  them 
their  dioice  whether  they  would  go  nar&k  to  Chattanooga,  where  the 
Union  flag  would  protect  th^i,  or  south  to  Bough  and  Beady,  where  the 
flag  of  rebellion  was  unftirled.  AH  were  treated  with  taidemess,  and 
every  thii^  was  done  which  humanity  could  dictate,  to  mitigate  the  sever- 
ity of  their  inevitable  but  sad  lot.  Seven  hundred  and  five  adults  and 
eight  hundred  and  sixty  children  were  sent  south.  Each  fisunily  was  al- 
lowed, to  take  baggage  to  the  amount  of  sixteen  hundred  and  fifty-one 
pounds.  The  rebels  invariably  acknowledged  the  patience,  courtesy,  and 
kindness  with  which  this  movement  was  executed  by  the  patriot  com^ 
mandera. 

As  soon  as  the  truce  was  terminated,  which  was  prolonged  to  thirteen 
days,  Hood  again  made  a  movement,  hoping  to  drive  the  patriots  out  of 
Atlanta.  It  was  then  the  Sdd  of  September.  Hood  had  rendezvoused  his 
eamj  at  Macon,  about  one  hundred  miles  southeast  of  Atlanta.  Jeff. 
Davis  hastened  there  to  inspire  the  troops  by  his  presence  and  with  hig 
words  of  cheer.  On  Sunday,  the  25th,  he  addressed  them  in  a  glowing 
q>eech,  in  which  he  assured  tiiem  that  tiieir  march  should  soon  be  north* 
ward,  and  that  their  feet  ehould  ^^  press  the  soil  of  Tennessee,"  where  he 
promised  them  brilliant  conquests  and  abundant  plunder.  Hood,  having 
been  so  signally  chastised  in  every  attempt  to  meet  General  Sherman  in  the 
fi^Id,  now  attempted  to  accomplish  by  strat^y  that  which  be  had  in  vain 
essayed  by  force  of  arms.  On  the  2d  of  October,  with  the  maih  portion 
of  the  rebel  army,  he  recrossed  the  Chattahoochie,  and,  msjfching  noriii  to* 
wards  Marietta,  threatened  all  the  posts  on  our  long  line  of  railroad  com* 
munication  between  Atlanta  and  Ohattanooga. 

As  soon  as  Gheneral  Sherman  was  informed  of  this  movement,  he  sent 
General  Thomas  to  Chattanooga,  to  watch  the  rebel  General  Forrest,  who, 
with  a  formidable  force  of  cavalry,  was  marchSng  in  that  direction.  At  the 
same  time  General  Corse  was  sent  to  strengthen  the  garrison  at  Bome. 
On  the  3d,  nearly  the  whole  Union  army  was  in  motion  back  again,  to  pro- 
tect our  menaced  line  of  c(»nmnnieation.  Atlanta,  now  truly  and  only  a 
military  post^  strongly  ft)rtified,  was  lefi;  under  the  protection  of  General 
Slooum,  with  a  small  band  of  troops. 

It  was  soon  evident  that  Hood,  with  an  army  of  thirty  thousand  men, 
was  aiming  to  seize  the  Allatoona  Pass,  about  half-way  betwe^i  Marietta 
and  Kingston.  The  importance  of  this  pass  was  well  known  to  both  ar- 
mies. General  Sherman  promptly  signalled  to  his  line  of  garrisons  to  ae* 
ommilate  as  much  force  at  the  pass  as  possible,  and  to  hold  it  at  every 
hazard.  On  the  night  of  the  4th  of  October,  General  Cohse  left  Botne 
mUk  part  of  one  brigade,  and  readied  AUatootia  at  daybreak  the  next 
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tnoming.  The  pass  was  ddisiisible  from  cither  side,  and  its  posseeeioa  was 
indispeiiBable  to  the  eadstenoe  of  our  army  at  Atlanta.  In  addition  to  the 
natural  defences  of  rock,  it  was  fortified  bj  two  forts  or  bastioned  earth- 
works, protected  by  palisades  and  rifle-pits. 

General  Corse  had  abont  thirteen  hundred  men  to  garrison  this  Thei^ 
mopylae  of  the  Georgian  campaign.  As  he  entered  the  defile,  an  army  of 
thirty  thousand  troops  were  rushing  upon  him.  Rapidly  dispositions  were 
made  for  battle.  Just  at  sunrise,  Genaral  French,  who  commanded  the 
advance  of  Hood's  army,  sent  in  a  demand  for  tiie  surrender  of  the  pa^s, 
^'  to  avoid  a  needless  efiusion  of  blood."  He  gave  ^ve  minutes  iot  an  an- 
swer. General  Corse,  as  he  received  the  communication,  coolly  remarked, 
as  if  speaking  to  himself,  ^^  General  French  is  either  a  fool,  or  thinks  some 
one  else  one."  He  then  replied,  "  We  are  prepared  for  the  needless  effusion 
of  blood  whenever  it  is  agreeable  to  you."  The  moment  the  measengtf 
returned,  the  tempest  of  war  opened  with  its  thunder-roar  and  its  bolts  of 
destruction.  The  rebels  attacked  on  three  sides  at  once.  A  detachment 
of  the  Thirty-ninth  Iowa  and  the  Seventh  Illinois  wwe  in  the  rifle-pits  west 
of  the  fort.  By  sheer  force  of  numbers,  the  rebels  gained  a  position  on  a 
ridge  between  the  forts  and  these  pits,  thus  isolating  the  little  band,  only 
a  few  of  whom  escaped  back  to  the  forts. 

Fiercer  and  fiercer  waxed  die  fight  as  the. sun  rose  high  in  the  heavens. 
The  patriots  fought  like  men  determined  to  conquer  or  die.  The  rebels 
fought  like  men  who  had  nothing  to  fear,  every  thing  to  gain,  and  who 
were  certain  of  victory.  In  the  rifie-pits  the  fight  was  terrific.  General 
Gorse  commanded  one  of  the  two  forts,  General  Tourtelotte  the  other. 
Every  moment  the  battle  increased  in  fury.  Exasperation  fired  the  hearts 
<$f  the  assidlants.  Massing  his  troops,  French  hurled  them  column  aft^ 
column  upon  the  patriot  band.  About  eleven  o'clock.  General  Corse  was 
wounded  in  the  cheek.  As  he  fell,  fainting  from  loss  of  blood,  he  cried  out, 
^^  Hold  AUatoona."  Colonel  Rowett  succeeded  him  in  command,  and  the 
men  still  stood  bravely  at  their  guns.  About  noon,  General  Sherman  sig- 
nalled, from  the  top  of  Kenesaw  Mountain,  nearly  fifteen  miles  distant: 
"  Hold  on  to  Allatoona  to  the  last*    1  will  help  you." 

For  another  hour  the  fight  raged  with  unabated  fury.  In  Colonel 
Bowett's  fort  the  ammunition  ran  short.  Eeluctantly  he  ordered  his  men 
to  cease  firing.  He  intended  thus  to  husband  his  fire,  that  every  shot 
might  doubly  ftilfil  its  mission  upon  the  masses  of  the  enemy  rushing  upon 
the  guns.  His  troops  thought  he  intended  to  surrender,  and,  as  they  still 
plied  their  guns,  cried  out,  "  Never,  never  I"  Just  then  a  buUet  struck  the 
gallant  colonel,  and  he  fell  dead.  General  Corse,  though  suffering  intense 
pain  from  his  wound,  again  resumed  command,  and  the  patriots,  tiieir 
nufnbers  every  hour  diminishing,  fought  on  till  two  o'clock.  The  crisis  of 
the  battle  then  came. 

A  massive  column  of  the  rebels  charged  up  the  hill,  against  the  pali- 
sades, loudly  cheering  as  they  ran.  There  was  but  one  gun  which  could 
be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  foe.  It  was  doubly  shotted,  and  the  gunner 
waited  till  the  very  powder  shonld  fiash  in  the  faces  of  the  oncoming  host 
The  infantry  also  withheld  tiieir  fire  until  every  bullet  was  sure  to  readr 
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its  victfaiL    The  exultant  host  came  forging  on  to  within  a  few  feet  of  the 
paliBadeB,  when  there  was  a  flash  and  a  roar, 

"  And  the  angel  of  death  spread  his  wings  on  the  blast, 
And  breathed  in  the  fiuse  of  the  foe  as  he  passed." 

The  rebel  line  was  fearfully  shattered  bj  that  Are.  The  Burviyon 
Bta^ered,  recoiled,  fled«  The  ^'  effusion  of  blood  "  on  both  sides  had  heesx 
great,  but  not,  on  the  part  of  the  patriots,  needless.  Gloriously  they  had 
repulsed  the  fee.  Triumphantly  they  held  the  pass.  Notwithstanding 
every  effort  General  Sherman  had  made  to  send  them  reenforcements,  none 
oonld  be  forwarded  to  them  until  the  next  day. 

Hood,  thus  repulsed  at  Allatoona,  attempted,  hy  a  circuitous  route,  again 
to  Btrike  the  railroad  at  Resaca,  nearly  ferty  miles  farther  north.  He  fell 
upon  the  pickets.  For  three  hours  they  valiantly  held  their  ground. 
Hood  then  sent  in  a  demand  for  the  surrender  of  the  place,  stating  that  if 
he  were  under  the  necessity  of  carrying  it  by  assault,  ^^  no  prisoners  would 
be  taken."  Disgusted  with  the  inhumanity  of  the  summons.  Colonel 
Weaver,  who  was  in  conmiand,  replied,  ^^  I  can  hold  this  post  K  you 
want  it,  come  and  take  it." 

Hood  responded  to  the  challenge  by  a  deadly  fire  of  shot  and  shelL 
The  battle  raged  with  no  decisive  results  until  dark.    About  midnight 
Colonel  Baxmi  arrived  with  reenforcements,  and  assumed  the  command. 
With  the  earliest  light  the  battle  was  renewed  with  equal  desperation  on 
both  sides.    Hood,  finding  all  his  efforts  to  carry  the  position  unavailing, 
turned  his  attention  to  the  destruction  of  the  railroad.      About   six 
miles  north  of  Kesaca,  on  the  railroad,  there  is  a  little  town  called  Tiltcm. 
Here  Colonel  Archer  was  in  command  of  two  hundred  and  ^hty  men. 
Being  fiercely  attacked  by  the  rebels,  after  a  slight  skirmish  they  retreat- 
ed to  a  block-house,  and  reftised  to  surrender,  when  called  upon  by  a  rebel 
ofiicer,  Stewart,  who  threatened  them,  in  case  of  resistance,  with  no  quarter. 
The  rebels  opened  upon  the  firail  block-house  with  their  artillery. 
Every  shot  shook  the  house  like  a  reed.    For  two  hours  the  unequal  con- 
test continued.    The  brave  little  garrison  fired  twenty-five  thousand  rounds 
of  anmiunition,  and  only  when  the  house  was  riddled  with  shot,  and  no 
longer  tenable,  did  the  gallant  colonel  consent  to  surrender.    Everywhere 
the  rebels  found  the  patriots,  no  matter  how  greatly  outnumbered,  ready 
to  fight.    Dalton  only  was  seized  by  them  without  resistance.    This  slight 
success,  however,  was  of  but  little  avail,  since  General  Sherman  was  already 
thundering  at  their  heels,  eager  to  give  Hood  battle  whenever  he  would 
stop  long  enough  for  a  fight.    The  rebels  found  it  discreet  to  retreat, 
through  a  gap  in  the  mountun  ridge,  firom  the  railroad  line  to  Lafayette, 
kbout  twenty  miles  southwest  of  Dalton.     From  that  point  he  ingloriously 
continued  his  retreat  forty  miles  farther  west  to  the  Tennessee  Biver. 

General  Sherman,  having  thus  driven  the  rebel  army  not  only  firom  his 
lines  of  conmiunication,  but  out  of  the  State,  dispatched  General  Thomas 
to  take  care  of  Hood,  and  returned  to  Atlanta.  He  now  assembled  his 
troops  at  Bome,  Kingston,  and  Atlanta,  and  prepared  for  a  march  through 
the  heart  of  the  State  of  G^rgia,  a  distance  of  two  hundred  and  ninety 
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mie  jaSm^  to  SarBiuHiIt.  The  rebeb  wore  k^t  in  entire  ignonmoe  reepeet-' 
jDg  lus  destination.  They  knew  not  whether  he  intended  to  rtrike  for 
Mobile,  on  the  Oolf^  or  for  B^ranswidc,  SATajumh,  Qhaileeton,  or  Wihnii^ 
ton,  on  the  ooast  Thejr  were  therefi»e  oompeUed  to  make  preparations 
en  all  theee  lines  to  resist  his  adTance« 

The  patriot  army  which  was  to  undertake  this  bold  march  anuNuited  ixt 
about  sixtj  thousand  men.  It  consisted  of  four  eorps  of  infantry,  two 
divisions  of  oaTalry,  four  br%adea  of  artillery,  and  two  horse-batteries. 
The  in&ntry  corps  were  commanded  by  Oenerals  Davis,  OsteAaus,  Blair, 
an()  Slocunu  The  cavalry  was  led  by  the  chivalrio  Ealpatrick.  One 
regiment  of  the  cavalry  deserves  especiid  notice  even  among  tiiese  hercoe 
men,  all  of  uriiom  raidered  themaelves  illUBtnoua  It  was  the  First  Alar 
bama.  Colonel  George  £•  Spencer  i»^ganized  this  regiment  in  1868.  It 
was  composed  of  the  most  distingnishad  men  in  tiie  State.  These  pure 
patriots  braved  all  obloquy  and  every  danger,  in  their  devotion  to  the 
National  &g.  A  grateM  country  must  ever  hold  them  in  affectionate 
remen^branoe.  Their  knowledge  of  the  Soutibem  country  and  of  Southern 
sentiment  wae  of  mndi.  service  during  the  eventful  oampaign. 

The  army  moved  in  four  columns.  Major-Geoieral  O.  O.  Howard  led 
the  r^t  wing ;  Major-(}eneral  Sloeom  the  leA.  They  took  as  littie  bag-f 
gage  as  ]>osaible,  intending  mainly  to  subsist  wpoa  tiie  country.  That  they 
might  not  be  annoyed  by  a  pursuing  foe,  they  destroyed  in  their  march 
vailroada,  bridges,  and  all  public  buildings  and  stores  which  could  benefitf 
the  enemy.  They  also  took  with  them,  in  their  train,  all  beef  cattle^ 
hemes,  and  mules,  and  all  the  able-bodied  n^roes  who  could  be  of  sernce 
in  the  camp.  General  Shenmgi  seemed  to  be  endowed  with  those  impe- 
rial powers  which  could  alike  grasp  tiie  most  comprehensive  combinationa 
and  8iq>erintend  the  minutest  details.  The  rebels  professed  to  be  very 
Julnlant  over  what  they  represented  as  a  Quixotic  adventnre,  which  would 
lead  to  the  annihilation  of  the  patriot  army.  Derisively  they  announced 
that  Sherman  was  mardiing  his  troops  to  the  Paradise  of  Fooh. 

There  are  two  railroads  passing  through  tije  heart  of  this  State.  The 
Georgia  Baihroad  connects  Atianta  witii  GSiarleston,  S.  C,  by  the  way  of 
Augusta.  The  other,  the  G^oi^ia  Oentral,  traverses  the  State  about  fifty 
miles  farther  south,  uid  passes  through  Macon  to  Savannah.  The  army 
was  to  march  in  four  parallel  lines,  in  the  general  direction  of  these  roads» 
sweeping  a  path  about  sixty  miles  broad  through  the  State.  The  troops 
were  not  aware  themselves  of  their  destination,  but  were  to  meet  at  some 
point  which  General  Sherman  should  afterwards  designate.  On  the  13th, 
General  Howard  commenced  the  miordi  with  the  right  wing  firom  Atlanta. 
General  Slocum  started  the  next  day  with  his  wing.  General  Sherman 
and  ^aff  soon  followed,  the  general  remarking,  as  he  looked  back  upon 
Atlanta,  ^  Let  Hood  go  north ;  our  business  is  down  south." 

The  troops  were  to  march  about  fifteen  miles  a  day.  Begolar  foraging 
parties  were  detailed  to  gather  suppUes;  The  other  soldiers  were  not  perw 
mitted  to  enter  the  dwellings  of  the  inl^bitfints,  or  to  omnmit  any  trec^ass, 
save  that  they  were  to  drive  in  the  stock  whidh  they  met  on  their  line  of 
loardi,  and  oould  gather  from  the  fields  such  turnips,  potatoes,  and  odier 
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vegetableB  as  €kej  needed.  No  defitruction  of  private  property  waa  pe^ 
mitted  in  diatricta  where  tkey  did  not  enoonnter  oppoeitiiHL  But  where 
tibey  were  fired  upon  from  the  hooflea,  or  attaeked  by  gnerrillaa,  or  found 
bridges  bnmed,  and  other  obstmotions  interposed  to  their  maroh^  tiie  oorpi 
commanders  were  to  enforce  a  punishment  of  devastation  aooording  to  the 
measiire  of  the  offence.  , 

As  the  troops  commenced  their  march,  all  the  pnblio  prop^iy  ia 
Atlanta,  Kome,  Kingston,  Marietta,  such  as  forts,  arsenals,  factories,  which 
could  serve  the  rebel  armies,  was  committed  to  the  flames.  It  was  a  sublime 
spectacle,  as  at  night,  the  heavens,  for  miles  around,  were  red  with  the 
blase  of  this  wide-spread  conflagration.  In  that  lovely  dime  it  was  a 
delicious  seadbn  of  the  year.  The  rugged  mountainous  region  they  had 
left  behind  them ;  and  now  they  entered  upon  a  smooth,  fertile,  beautifbl 
expanse,  where  mardiing  was  easy  and  food  abundant,  and  where  the 
charm  of  novelty  ever  met  the  eye.  The  splendid  mansicms  of  the  wealthy 
planters,  their  wide-extended  estates,  luxuriantly  cultivated  by  hundreda 
of  negroes,  the  clustered  cabins  of  the  bondmen,  the  wretdied  abodes  of 
the  lank,  sallow,  half-starved  poor  whites,  the  exuberant  welcome  witii 
which  the  whole  edored  population  greeted  them,  the  slight  oppositioQ 
which  they  encountered,  and  which  Aey  swept  away  as  the  horse  sweeps 
the  flies  from  his  flanks,  the  prancing  steeds,  the  banners,  the  music,  the 
song — all  these  combined  to  render  the  mardi  through  the  beautiful  fields 
of  Central  Gleorgia  one  of  the  most  picturesque  and  poetic  in  the  annals 
of  war. 

An  anxious  mother  wrote  to  her  son,  wishing  for  some  details  of  the  march. 
^^  For  instance,''  she  wrote,  ^'  tell  me  what  you  have  to  eat."  He  replied 
playfully :  ^^  As  to  food,  we  have  beef^  and  mutton,  and  lamb,  and  veal,  and 
pork,  and  turkeys,  and  chickens,  and  geese,  and  ducks,  and  sweet  potatoes, 
and  Irish  potatoes,  and  turnips,  and  cabbages,  and  beets,  and  onions,  and 
parsnips,  and  carrots,  and  milk,  and  butter,  and  honey,  and  sugar,  and 
sirup,  and  wheat  bread,  and  com  bread,  &c.,  <Sbc.,  &c." 

The  patriot  troops  were  in  fine  physical  ccmdition,  and  in  jubilant 
0{Hrits,  and,  having  unbounded  confidence  in  their  chivalric  leader,  ^'  took 
no  care  for  the  morrow."  The  rebels  were  completely  baffled  by 
Sherman's  movements,  and  knew  not  where  to  gather  their  forces  to  meet 
the  onset  of  his  main  column.  The  ubiquitous  army  were  continually 
appearing  in  places  where  it  was  least  expected,  its  movements  being  well 
guarded  by  detachments  of  cavalry.  The  planters  had  generally  obeyed 
the  order  of  the  rebel  Government,  and  had  planted  com  instead  of  cotton. 
For  miles  around  the  ripening  ears  waved  liieir  golden  harvest  in  the 
breeze.  General  Howard  marched  down  the  Macon  road,  destroying  the 
rail  as  he  advanced,  and  without  any  difficulty  scattering  the  rebel  cavaby, 
who  presented  spirited  but  entirely  ineffectual  resistance  to  his  mardk 
Hk  horsem^i  swept  in  all  directions,  striking  the  rebels  with  bewilderment 
and  dismay.  Leaving  Macon  on  the  right,  the  cavalry  swept  acroes  to 
Gordon,  where  they  found  Wheeler's  cavalry  and  Cobb's  militia,  five 
thousand  in  number,  strongly  posted  behind  breastwoi^s.  The  tempest  of 
war  instantly  burst.    It  raged  f(»:  three  hours,  when  the  rebels  fled,  leaving 
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one-half  of  their  whole  ncunber,  either  dead,  wounded,  or  priBoners,  in  th« 
hands  of  the  patriots. 

The  northern  division  of  Howard's  column  was,  at  the  same  time, 
marchiBg  through  Jackson,  Monticello,  and  HiHsboro',  to  Milledgeville,  the 
capital  of  the  State.  On  the  march,  General  Sherman  encamped  one  night 
on  the  plantation  of  flowell  Cobb,  one  of  the  most  prominent  of  that  band 
of  traitors  who  had  brought  this  desolating  war  upon  our  land.  His 
granaries  were  well  filled  with  com,  and  there  was  found  also  an  abundant 
supply  of  sorghum  sirup.  The  owner,  a  general  in  the  rebel  army,  had 
taken  away  his  able-bodied  n^roes,  leaving  behind  the  decrepit  The 
negroes  had  been  told  that  the  Yankees  put  all  the  n^roes  who  were  able 
to  fight  in  the  front  ranks  of  the  arm  j,  and  that,  to  get  rid  of  the  women 
and  children,  they  put  them  in  the  houses  and  burned  them  up. 

But  nothing  could  persuade  this  humble  people,  all  along  the  line  of 
march,  that  the  Northern  army  was  not  God's  army,  sent,  in  answer  to  their 
prayers,  on  a  mission  oi  deliverance  to  them.  The  strong  men,  who  could 
be  serviceable.  Genial  Sherman  received  into  the  army.  The  women  and 
children  followed  by  thousands.  Bat  they  could  not  be  fed  and  cared  for 
on  this  military  march,  and,  painfhl  as  it  was,  it  was  necessary  to  order 
them  back. 

General  Slocum,  with  the  left  wing,  marched  towards  Augusta,  along 
the  line  of  the  Georgia  Railroad ;  while  General  Howard,  with  the  right 
wing,  was  moving  upon  Milledgeville.  The  two  wings  of  the  army  were 
then  concentrated  abotit  the  25th  near  Milledgeville.  Governor  Brown, 
after  liberating  the  convicts  from  the  penitentiary,  upon  condition  that 
they  would  fight  the  Yankees,  fied  from  his  capital  so  precipitately,  upon 
the  approach  of  our  army,  that  three  thousand  muskets  and  several 
thousand  pounds  of  powder  were  left  behind.  Brown  had  released' 
Barabbas ;  General  Sherman  let  him  run. 

While  General  Eilpatrick,  with  hk  cavalry,  made  a  demonstration 
towards  Maoon  to  bewilder  the  rebels,  the  main  body  of  the  army  pressed 
on  towards  the  coast.  They  encountered  no  opposition,  as  the  rebels  hur- 
ried to  tile  defence  of  Macon.  Everywhere  the  simple-hearted  slaves  wel- 
comed the  Northern  army  with  inexpressible  joy.  Their  gratitude  was 
most  touching.  They  brought  water  to  the  soldiers,  and  fruit,  grasping 
their  hands,  and  exclaiming  in  their  broken  speech : 

"  Bless  de  Lord  I  Tanks  be  to  Almighty  God,  de  Yankees  is  come. 
De  day  of  jubilee  hab  arrived." 

General  Shennan  had  no  disposition  in  his  march  to  waste  his  time 
before  fortified  cities,  or  to  engage  in  battles  which  would  encumber  his 
wagons  with  wounded.  General  EUpatric^  was,  therefore,  ordered  merely' 
to  demonstrate  against  Macon,  instead  of  attacking  it.  When  within  five 
miles  of  the  city,  the  rebels  rushed  upon  our  Veteran  troops  with  a  fool- 
hardy recklessness  which  would  have  disgraced  Turks.  Our  soldiers, 
smazed  at  such  infktuation,  and  despising  such  stupidity,  shouted  to  them^ 
with  derision  to  come  on,  if  they'  thought  the  whole  thing  a  joke, 
Buch  a  terrible  fire  of  musketry  and  of  grape-shot  was  opened  upon  them' 
•t  point-blank  range,  that  speedily  the  whole  rebel  force  was  scattered 
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to  the  wifiuk,  with  tiie  Iobs  of  two  tboosBad  five  hundred  in  ldDe4| 
wounded,  and  priBoners.  The  Union  I066  was  bnt  forty  in  killed  $sA 
wom^ded. 

Among  the  jokes  perpetcated  bj  the  soldi^»  of  the  Union  arm;  '^ 
Hilledgeville)  one  was  to  organize  a  mock  rebel  lagislatore  in  the  State 
House.  OfSoers  were  ohosen,  and  the  bodj>,  thoixaighly  organized^  went 
Tigtoronslj  to  work,  making  eloqaent  ai^  witty  speeches  against  the 
Yankees,  and  passing  grandiloquent  resolutions  to  whip  them.  In  tbe 
midst  of  the  debate,  a  courier  rushes  in  with  the  announcement,  ^^  The 
Yankees  are  coming."  Instantly  there  is  a  torrihte  panic,  and  aU  rush 
pell-mell,  over  the  seats  and  every  w&y>  to  escape  This  is  followed  by 
roars  of  laughter.    War  has  its  fun  aa  wel}  as  its  horrors. 

From  the  comic  let  us  turn  to  the  tragic.  ^^  Great  Qod  I"  exclaimed  % 
woe-stricken  lady  in  Milledgeville,  ^^  little  did  I  think,  when  I  bade  my 
dear  boys^  who  now  sle^  in  their  graves,  good-by,  and  packed  them  oS^ 
tiiat  this  day  would  come,  when,  old,  impoverished,  and  childless,  I  must  ssk 
the  men  whom  they  fought  against,  for  a  meal  of  victuals  to  satisfy  m; 
hunger.  But  it  serves  me  right.  I  wsa  deceived ;  drove  them  tq  batddy 
dead^,  and  infBmiy,  and  here  I  stimd  Hxeix  murderer." 

At  another  time  an  officer  saw  an  aged  woman  and  three  grown-i$ 
daughters,  standing  at  the  door  of  a  house,  uttering  the.  most  frantic  cries 
£>r  help.  As  the  officer  rode  iq>,  the  old  womw  shrieked  out,  pointing  to 
a  burning  cotton^n,  ^^  Put  it  out.  You  uns  are  bumin'  me  child !"  Just 
then,  a  boy,  about  ten  years  old,  badly  singed^  came  roabing  out  of  the  bis* 
jfing  building.  The  poor  woman  in  explanatiofla  said,  ^^  We  una  heard  that 
jou  uns  killed  all  the  little  boys  to  ke^p  them  out  from  growing  up  to 
%ht  ye ;  and  we  hid  'em<'^  It  was  by  such  fraii^d  that  these  wretdted 
people  were  duped  into  sympathy  with  the  rebeUion. 

Seventy-five  miles  from  Milledgeville,  on  the  Qeorgia  Central,  wm  tbo 
town  of  HUlen,  where  th^  Union  prison^^s  wa:e  starving  and  dying,  hay- 
ing been  removed  to  that  place  for  safety  from  th^  unutterable  woes  of 
Anderson  viUe.  Their  camp  consisted  of  a  clearing  of  about  fifteen  aero^^ 
cut  out  from  a  dense  pine  forest,  and  suErrounded'  with  high  palisadBli 
Here  our  patriotic  soldiers,  without  houses  (^  tents,  or  any  comfortable 
clothing,  were  exposed  to  dew  and  frost,  and  burning  su^8hine  and  delu- 
ging rain.  Their  sufferings  here  and  at  Andersonville  were  such  as  aav^ 
ages  only  could  have  inflicted,  and  such  aa  no  uqaginatioii  can  psctnre. 
Our  troops  were  eager  to  reach  Milieu  to  rescue  their  comnufea  ^^« 
Vere  several  streams  to  cross,  and  the  march  consumed  eight  day&  The 
rosistanoe  which  the  rebels  made  scarcely  retarded  tor  an  hour  the  sweep 
tf  our  victorious  column.  In  this  march  a  melancholy  event  eecuned, 
which  gave  rise  to  some  unfortunate  misrepresentations,  and  whii^  oaoBot 
be  bettev  described  than  in  the  language  of  one  of  die  army  coirespoQdr 
eaits>— 

^^From  the  time  we  left. Atlanta,  with  fi%  or  one  hundred  eontcsr 
bimds,  the  colored  brigades  continued  to  swell  in  numbers  until  we  united 
ait  the  Ogeechee  Biver,  when  fully  ten  thousand  were  attached  to  the  vaii* 
em  colunma.    They  rcqpreseuited  all  shades  aud  conditions,  from  the  timxt 
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vinte  hoasemaid  Berraat,  worth  in  tiie  marlet  fifteen  thousand  dollars  in 
rebel  eoirency,  to  the  tar-Uadc,  pock-marked  ootton-f>iokery  who  never 
erones  Massa's  door-sill.  A  very  lai^  xnajority  of  them  were  women  and 
children,  who,  monnted  on  mnles,  sometimes  five  on  an  animal,  in  oz- 
wagona,  buggies,  and  vehicles  of  every  description,  blocked  the  roads  and 
materially  delayed  the  movement  of  the  colmnn.  It  wnl  no  nnnsnal  sight 
to  behold  a  slave  mother  carrying  two  yomig  diildren  and  leading  a  third, 
who,  in  a  half-nude  state,  trudged  along  the  thorny  path  to  fireedcmi.  Col- 
umns could  be  written  descriptive  of  t]\e  harrowing  scenes  i»*eeented  by 
this  unfortunate  class  of  fugitives.  So  much  di£Sculty  did  General  Davis 
find  in  moving  his  column,  that  at  the  Ogeediee  Kiver,  aa  a  military  necei(- 
sity,  he  placed  a  guard  at  the  bridge,  who  halted  the  caravan  of  contra- 
bands until  the  rear  of  the  eohunn  had  passed,  and  then  removed  the 
pontoon.  The  negroes,  however,  not  to  be  firufltEal)ed,  constructed  a  foot- 
bridge and  Grossed.  Next  day  Che  cokunn  had  its  full  complement  of 
negroes. 

^^  Arriving  at  Ebenezer  Credc,  the  same  metfiod  was  taken  to  clear  the 
column,  with  better  success.  Th6  creek  runs  through  a  half-mile  of 
swamp,  whidi  is  covered  by  water,  and  can  only  be  crossed  by  a  narrow 
bridge.  This  Mdge  was  taken  up,  tod  the  nkoniekit  our  fotoes  disappeared 
the  famtal  Wheeler  was  in  our  rear.  Kext  day  only  a  few  darides  came 
in.  Another  day  passed,  and  fully  two-thirds  were  missing.  Inquiries 
dicited  the  information  tliat  Wheeler,  on  finding  the  defonceless  negroes 
blocked,  drove  them  pell-mell  into  the  water,  where  those  who  escaped 
say  thej  sla-uggled  to  reach  the  opposite  bank  amidst  heart-raiding 
shrieks ;  but  most  of  the  mothers  went  down  in  the  warter,  with  their  chil- 
dren dasped  to  their  bosoms,  while  Whedbr  and  his  iiAuman  band  looked 
on  with  a  demoniac  laugh.  How  for  true  this  tnay  be  I  know  not  But 
aD  the  negroes  who  esei^^ed,  with  whom  I  have  talked,  seemed  to  agree  in 
their  account  of  the  hellish  slaughter."* 

When  the  troops  arrived  at  Milieu  they  weire  much  fsltppointed  in 
not  finding  the  prisoners  there.  The  rebel  Government  had  removed  them 
forther  south,  out  of  the  line  of  march.  The  wretched  ^^  slai^hter-'pen," 
howevinr,  remained.  In  the  ghiveyard  they  counted  six  hundred  and  fifljr 
mounds,  without  even  a  wooden  slab  to  mark  the  names  of  the  loved  ones 
who  there  repoeed. 

On  the  Sd  of  Deeemb^  the  army  again  started  firom  Millen  for  Sa- 
vannah. Their  route  was  in  a  southeasterly  direction,  down  both  banks 
of  the  Ogeediee  Biver,  a  stream  here  about  sixty  yaids  wide.  The  coun- 
try was  occasionally  low  and  swampy,  and  again  exceedingly  rich  and 
foil  of  all  abzmdanee.  The  great  army  swept  resistlessly  on  lilre  an  ocean 
stirga  In  the  daytime  tile  banners,  the  gleaming  arms,  the  cavalry,  and 
the  long  line  ai  the  majestic  march,  presented  a  aoene  of  marvellouB,  pio- 
tnresque  beauty.  But  when  evening  came,  and  ten  thouslmd  fires  of 
pitch-pine  knots  blaced  with  brillianee  wliich  eclipsed  the  moon^  and  the 
XDusic  of  military  bands  filled  the  air,  and  the  soldiers  were  collected  in 
potips^  in  all  varieties  of  attitude,  the  spectacle  was  indescribably  charming. 

«  Bidl^  "Lift  </ Otninl  fihiraiia,*' i».  SYl. 
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The  contrabands,  with  their  gratitude,  their  joy,  their  Bimple 
&ith  and  trust,  were  objeda  of  nnceaaing  interest.  An  officar  B^tioed  a 
woman  with  a  child  in  her  arms,  toiEng  along  in  the  midst  of  the  teams, 
and  cattle,  and  horsemen.  ^^  Where  are  jon  going,  aunt^i"  he  said  to  her. 
She  looked  up  into  his  &ce,  with  a  conflduig,  jet  beseeching  glance,  and 
replied,  ^^  I'se  gwine  whar  you^  g¥rine,  massa.'' 

The  fbeedmen  who  joined  the  army  rendered  great  service  in  cutting 
down  trees,  oonstracting  corduroy  roads,  and,  in  mani&ld  ways,  aided  on 
the  mardu  The  reb^  oavalry  nnder  Wheeler  often  enconntered  the 
caralry  of  Kilpatrick,  but  the  invariable  result  was  the  defeat  and  dis- 
persfton  of  the  rebels.  General  Howard's  ooluaaa  mardbed  down  the  east 
side  of  the  Oconee  Biver,  reaching  Saadersville  on  the  26th  at  Horeaiket. 
General  Slocum  was  about  twenty  miles  farther  north,  at  Sparta,  threaten- 
ing Augusta.  The  inhalutants  of  that  city  w(ere  thrown  into  great  con- 
sternation. The  rebels  hurriedly  summoned  all  their  available  forces  to 
defend  the  city.  Bragg  came  from  Wilmington,  as  the  Augusta  papers 
stated,  with  ten  thousand  men.  Charleston  sent  a  large  detachment,  and 
Hampton's'  cavahy  came  plunging  down  from  Yirgtnia.  All  the  slaves 
in  tlM3  vicinity  were  impressed  to  work  upon  the  fortifications,  and  tiie 
entire  able-bodied  population  of  the  city  were  placed  under  arms. 

.  Thus  adroitly  General  Sherman,  by  continually  concealing  the  real  direc- 
tion of  lus  march,  obtained  an  almost  unobstructed  path.  At  first  the  rebels 
thought  that  G^ieral  German  was  aiming  for  Mobile — ^tlien  that  be 
■  would  strike  the  Atlantic  coast  at  Brunswick  or  Darien,  near  the  extreme 
southern  point  of  Soudi  Carolina,  to  effect  a  junction  with  the  gnnl^oats. 
But  when  General  Sherman  reached  Millen,  it  was  quite  evident  that  he 
was  moving  eitiier  up<m  Savannah  or  Charleston,  and  the  Ibe  gathered 
from  all  directions  to  resist  his  farther  advance.  On  the  8d  of  December, 
quite  a  stem,  fight  took  place  between  the  cavalry  of  Wheeler  and  Kilpat- 
rick. Wheeler  was  routed  and  pursued  impetuously  through  Waynesbcm)', 
and  beyond  Brier  Creek,  to  within  twenty  miles  of  Augusta^  On  his  re- 
treat he  found  time  to  stop  long  enough  to  send  in  a  report  that  he  had 
signally  Irepulsed  Kilpatrick.  The  victorious  general,  while  thus  guarding 
Sherman's  rear,  leisurely  filled  his  wagons  with  the  abundance  which  could 
be  gleaned  from  Burke  County. 

On  the  4th  of  December,  the  great  army,  in  six  colnmns,  were  press- 
ing rapidly  down  towards  Savannah,  over  the  leveV  country  between  the 
Ogeechee  and  Savannah  Kivers.  There  was  then  before  them  a  safe  and 
unobstructed  mardi  of  about  eighty  miles.  The  two  rivers  guarded  the 
flanks  of  the  army,  and  there  was  no  foe  to  be  encountered  until  they 
reached  Savannah.  By  the  8th  of  December  the  army  was  within  twenty 
imles  oi  its  goal.  The  Ghilf  Eailroad  ran  from  Savannah,  in  a  southeasterly 
direction,  to  the  Florida  frontier,  intending  td  strike  the  Gulf  of  Hexico 
at  Pensaoola.  The  rebels  along  this  line  were  hurrying  supplies  and 
reenforcements  to  the  city.  General  Howard,  through  the  agency  of 
€teneral  Corse,  seized  l^e  road.  Genend  Corse  then  pushed  rapidly  on 
and  encamped,  with  the  advance,  wi&in  sight  of  the  dty.  As  they  dre^ 
near  the  doomed  m0brop9)is,  their  jnarch  was  impeded^  by  a  shameful  and 
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•owardlj  mode  of  warfture,  introdnoed  hj  the  rebelB,  and  worthy  only  of 
BavageB.  TorpedoeB  were  buried  in  the  road  and  near  all  apiinga  of 
water^  which,  exploding  beneath  the  preasnre  of  the  loot,  scattered  mntila- 
tioa  and  death  around.    Many  soldiera  were  killed  in  this  infionons  way. 

General  German  adopted  the  Bevere  bnt  jngt  precaution  of  compelling 
the  rebel  prisoners  of  war  to  go  in  advance,  and  remoTO  these  death-traps. 
Kot  mudi  sympathy  waa  felt  fbr  then,  aa^  cronehing  and  trembling,  with 
their  fingera  they  dug  away  the  earth  and  cautiously  removed  these  infers 
nal  machines.  The  defences  of  Savannah  were  formidable.  Fort  McAl- 
lister was  in  the  rear  of  the  city,  on  the  Ogeechee  Biver.  On  the  13ih  of 
Dc^mber  this  f<»rt  was  gallantly  attacked  and  captured.  ThuA  dix!dGt 
eonmiunication  was  estaUisbed  between  our  victorious  army  and  the  fleet 
of  Admiral  Dahlgren.  And  thus  the  gunboats  could  lend  their  powerful 
aid  in  the  attack  upon  the  dty.  In  the  night  of  the  9th,  General  Howard 
sent  three  trusty  scouts  down  the  river,  to  communicate  with  the  gunboat 
Dandelion,  which  was  waiting  a  couple  of  miles  below  the  fort  to  receive 
tidings  fixmi  the  army.  It  was  a  hazardous  enterprise.  Under  cover  of 
darkness,  in  a  fragile  canoe,  they  silently  floated  down  by  the  f<»i;  and 
safely  reached  the  steamer.  Preparations  were  immediately  made  to 
storm  Fort  McAllister.  General  Shaman,  in  characteristic  i^)eeoh,  thus 
described  its  d^ture : — 

^  I  went  down  with  Howard,  and  took  a  look  at  it,  and  I  said  to  my 
boys,  ^Boys,  I  don't  tMnk  there  are  over  four  hundred  in  that  fort;  but 
there  it  is,  and  I  think  we  might  as  well  have  it.'  The  word  was  hardly 
spoken  before  the  w<»rk  was  done.  Fifteen  minutes  were  all  that  was 
required.'' 

The  fort  being  taken,  Gkaieral  Sherman  and  General  Howard  went 
down  in  a  tug  to  the  fleet,  where  they  met  Admiral  Dahlgren  and  his 
ftafll  The  great  leader  of  the  triumphant  army,  who  had  thus  accom- 
plished one  of  the  most  memoraUe  marches  upon  record,  was  received  with 
great  enthusiasm.  Colonel  Markland,  Superintendent  of  Mails,  who  had 
just  come  from  Washington  with  dispatches  for  General  Sherman,  said : — 

^G^ieral  Sherman,  before  leaving  Washington,  I  was  directed,  by 
President  Lincoln,  to  take  you  by  the  hand  wherever  I  met  you,  and  say 
for  him,  ^  God  bless  you  and  the  army  under  your  command.  Since  cut- 
ting loose  from  Atlanta,  my  prayers  and  those  of  the  nation  have  been 
for  your  success.' " 

At  half-past  eleven  o'clock  that  night,  General  Sherman,  on  board  the 
Dandelion,  sent  the  following  dispatch  to  Washington : — 

"  To-day,  at  five  p.  m.,  General  Haseen's  Division  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps 
carried  Fort  McAllister  by  assault,  captdiing  its  entire  garrison  and  stores. 
This  opened  to  us  the  Ossabaw  Sound,  and  I  pulled  down  to  this  gunboat  to 
communicate  with  the  fleet.  Before  opening  communication  we  had  com- 
pletely destroyed  all  the  railroads  leading  into  Savannah,  and  invested  the 
city.  The  left  is  on  the  Savannah  River,  three  miles  above  the  city,  and  the 
right  is  on  the  Ogeechee  Eiv^,  at  Sing's  Bridge.  The  army  is  in  splendid 
order,  and  equal  to  any  thing.  The  weather  has  been  flne  and  supplies  abun- 
dant   Our  march  was  most  agreeable,  and  we  were  not  at  all  molested  by 
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We  l»ach^  Savwaimh  liiiree  di^B  age^  Imty  owutg  to  Fort  Ho^ 
AUister,  eonld  not  eomiBJiimeftte.    Notr  w^  have  MeAllusteC)  nv^  go  ali€«4» 

<<  We  hare  alre»^  oaptnied  two  boatd  on  the  Snyfumah  lUyer^  and 
have  preveiKt^  thehr  gcmfooato  from  oondng  down.  I  eatimiifee  the  popdi^ 
tioii  of  Savannah  at  tweMy-^^^  thousand,  and  tiie  gaixsboii  at  fifteen 
tfaonBaxuL  Oeoioral  Hardee  commandfl.  We  have  not  lest «  wag<m  on  thi 
trip,  but  have  gathered  in  s  large  smpplj  of  mules,  n^proes,  hcoses,  &e.,  and 
our  teams  are  in  fax  better  oondition  than  when  we  started.  We  hav« 
utterly  destroyed  over  two  hundred  mfles  of  railroad,  end  have  consumed 
stores  and  provisions  that  were  edsential  to  Lee's  and  Hood's  armies. 

^^The  quick  woi^  made  with  Fort  McAUistw,  end  ike  opelii^  of  coB^ 
tnunioation  with  our  fleet,  and  oonsequent  independence  for  supplies^ 
dissipate  all  their  boaeted  threto  to  head  tne  <^  and  starve  the  army.  I 
regard  Savannah  aa  akeady  gatined*    Tours  truly, 

<<  W.  T.  JSttttcoiur,  Mwjofr^etitfal.'' 

Sudi  was  llie  state  of  affain  on  the  13th  df  Deeember.  Hour  after 
hour,  the  patriot  army  pressed  nearer  the  do<Maed  dty«  'Bf  the  20th,  all 
the  d^ences  around  Savannah  were  eaptuted,  and  thore  was  but  anef  narrow 
path  of  escape  left  to  tiie  trembling  foe.  Preparations  ibr  the  aasauk 
were  nearly  completed  when  the  rebel  army  efiected  its  escape.  Tin 
n%ht  of  the  20th  was  dark^  akid  a  ^^  of  wind  was  blowing  from  the 
West.  SUghtly  coverix^  &e  movement  b(f  an  attack  with  the  gunboats, 
the  rebels,  aided  by  pontoon  bridges,  rafts,  and  boatft,  cimsed  the  river^ 
imd,  before  the  dawn  of  the  morning^  were  (m  the  rapid  retreat  towardi 
Gharlepton.  A  small  rear-guard  blew  up  the  iron-dads,  and  applied  the 
torch  to  all  the  magazines  of  militaiy  sf<ms.  They  retired  in  sudi  haste, 
jiowever,  tiiat  but  Uttfe  destruction  was  aooomfdiahed. 

About  midnight.  General  Oeaiy  b^eaiBe  ecaivieoed  that  the  enemy  wa0 
•vacuating,  and  eent  word  to  IJeneral  Sh^drmaa.  About  three  o'clock  the 
rebd  skirmish  Ime^  whida  had  kept  up  a  constant  fusilade  on  our  picket^ 
4mw  bade  Our  picket  line  advanced,  and,  meeting  witii  n^  (^position, 
floundering  through  ditdies,  creeping  ihroi^  abatis,  and  dambeiing  the 
parapets,  found  the  first  line  desinied.  General  Geary's  Division  was  then 
pushed  forwnid,  and  after  oocupyii^  the  fimt  line  they  advanced  to  the 
second,  which  was  also  found  abandoned.  General  Geary  then,  with  a  small 
escort,  pushed  on  towards  the  dty.  He  soon  met  Mayor  Arnold,  with  a 
few  attendants,  riding  out  to  make  &e  Surrender.  Dispatching  Captain 
Yeale,  with  fomr  hundred  meti,  to  take  possession  of  Fort  Ja^on,  and 
another  member  of  his  staff  to  Inform  General  Slocum  of  the  surr^der, 
he  entered  the  city.  At  ei^it  6'block  the  enemy's  works  were  all  in  our 
possession.  The  population  had  been  vastly  ao^^ented  by  floods  of 
fugitives  escaping  from  their  <tountry  homes,  before  the  advance  of  our 
army,  to  &e  dty,  where  they  expected  to  And  protection.  The  bouseii 
boms,  sheds,  and  streets  Were  all  full. 

The  next  day,  Bkcjxt  noon.  General  Sherman,  accompanied  by  his  gal- 
lant wing  conunanders,  Gtnerals  Howard  and  Slocum,  and  at  the  head  ot 
his  trhnoaphint  columns,  with  mudo  amd  banners,  rode  tiirough  the  broad, 
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^oiet  aTonnes  of  Savannah.  The  msgestic  hort  took  pofiseseion  of  ih# 
public  bnilduigs,  and  their  temts  rose  in  countless  numbers  throughout  aD 
the  public  squares.  In  an  hour  the  proud  commercial  metropolis  of 
Geoi^gia  was  transformed  into  a  Yankee  city,  with  Yankee  laws  control- 
ling its  police,  and  a  Yankee  population  crowding  its  pavements.  The 
next  day  the  following  tel^am  was  flashed  along  the  wires  to  Washing 
Urn: — 

^  Savannah,  Gsosgia,  December  22, 1864. 

^  His  Excellency  Pbbsjldkmt  Linooln  : 

^^  I  beg  to  present  you,  as  a  Christmas  gift,  the  city  of  Savannah,  with 
one  hundred  and  fifty  heavy  guns,  and  plenty  of  ammunition,  and  also 
about  twenty-five  thousand  bales  of  cotton. 

"  W.  T.  Sherman,  Major-GeneraL" 

This  memorable  campaign  developed,  from  its  commencement  to  its 
dose,  generalship  of  the  highest  order.  In  September  our  army  held  At* 
lanta,  a  city  of  but  little  value  to  us,  but  of  inestimable  worth  to  the  rebels. 
Jeff.  Davis  visited  Hood's  army  at  Palmetto,  and  commanded  it  to  recap* 
tore  Atlanta  at  every  hazard.  To  accomplish  this,  they  made  a  desperate 
attack  upon  our  lines  of  communication  at  Dalton.  Gallantly  they  were 
repelled.  Generals  Thomas  and  Schofield  decoyed  the  baffled  rebels  to 
Kashville,  where  they  utterly  destroyed  them.  General  Sherman,  with  no 
foe  before  him  whom  he  did  not  feel  competent  to  outmancBuvre  or  crush, 
quietly  destroyed  Atlanta,  tore  up  all  the  railroads  which  could  help  the 
enemy,  marched  triumphantly  into  the  political  capital  of  Georgia,  and 
raised  the  Stars  and  Stripes  over  the  dome  of  its  State  House.  Thence, 
bewildering  the  foe  by  skilftil  movements,  and  sweeping  before  him  all 
opposition,  he  captured  the  conunerdal  capital,  which  had  been  so  strongly 
ibrtified  as  to  be  impregnable  from  the  sea. 

Almost  as  we  were  entering  Savannah,  the  glorious  tidings  came  that 
Thomas  and  Schofield  had  fnlfilled  their  mission,  and  had  nearly  annihi- 
lated Hood's  army  at  Kashville,  capturing  all  his  artillery  and  a  large 
number  of  prisoners,  and  that  they  were  driving  his  broken  and  fugitive 
bands  far  away  into  the  wilds  of  Alabama. 

General  Sherman's  policy  in  governing  the  city  was  alike  energetic 
and  humane,  protecting  the  innocent  by  severely  punishing  the  guilty. 
He  opened  the  market  for  the  adjacent  farmers,  assurii^  them  of  protec 
tion  and  fair  prices.  He  encouraged  the  people  to  meet  and  discuss  meas- 
nrea  respecting  the  restoration  of  tibe  State  to  the  National  authority.  All 
guerrilla  violence  was  doomed  to  prompt  and  severe  punishment.  The 
colored  men,  with  a  degree  of  intelligence  and  dignity  which  surprised  the 
nation,  in  a  del^ation  of  twenty  men,  many  of  whom  were  preachers, 
called  upon  General  Sherman,  to  confer  with  him  respecting  the  wants  of 
the  colored  population.  Most  of  these  men  were  free  blacks,  and  were 
worth  from  three  thousand  dollars  to  thirty  thousand  dollars  eadi.  Bev. 
Garrison  Frasier,  a  venerable  man,  sixty-seven  years  of  age,  was  their 
speaker.  General  Sherman  received  them  with  courtesy,  and  won  their 
confidence  and  gratitude  by  his  noble  appreciation  of  their  wants  and  their 
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rights.  He  promptly  ifisned  an  order,  making  honorable  provision  for 
them,  so  that  they  might  secure  for  themselves  homes,  and  develop  that 
spirit  of  industry  with  which  they  all  seemed  to  be  inspired. 

It  was,  indeed,  a  new  era  which  was  dawning  npon  the  beni^ted 
South,  where  slavery  had  sapped  the  foundations  of  philanthropy  and  of 
religion.  The  intense  desire  of  the  colored  parents  to  educate  their  chil- 
dren, and  of  the  children  to  obtain  education,  seemed  almost  miracnloas. 
An  "  Educational  Association ''  was  formed  for  the  colored  people,  under 
the  auspices  of  Eev.  J.  W.  Alvord.  Three  dollars  was  the  price  of  admia- 
sion.  The  ftmds  raised  were  to  pay  teachers.  The  first  evening  seven 
hundred  dollars  were  raised.  Five  hundred  children  were  divided  into 
ten  schools  of  fifty  scholars  each.  In  a  procession,  two  by  two,  with  s 
teacher  at  the  head  of  each  school,  they  marched  through  the  streets  of 
Savannah,  where,  three  weeks  before,  ihQ  jproposiiion  even  to  teach  the 
children  of  slaves  to  read  would  have  consigned  one  to  the  lamp-poet. 

General  Geary,  then  in  command  of  the  city,  had  assigned  to  them  for 
their  school-house  the  old  slave-market,  a  large  building,  three  stories 
high.  It  was  a  touching  sight  to  see  these  children,  liberated  by  the 
sword,  seated,  with  books  in  their  hands,  and  teachers  before  them,  upon 
the  same  platforms  where  they  had  formerly  been  brutally  exhibited  like 
cattle  for  sale.  The  fathers  and  mothers  of  these  little  ones  gazed  upon 
the  spectacle  with  wonder,  while  tears  filled  their  eyes,  and  ejacidations  of 
delight  and  gratitude  burst  fi*om  their  lips. 

The  suffering  in  the  city,  even  among  those  whites  who  had  formerly 
been  in  comfortable  circumstances,  was  dreadful.  The  people  were 
threatened  with  famine.  Northern  liberality  innnediately  came  to  their 
aid.  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  Boston  promptly  contributed  ship- 
loads of  provisions  for  the  starving,  but  now  conquered,  enemies  of  the 
United  States.  The  mayor  of  the  city,  in  his  expresaon  of  thanks,  said: 
^^  General  Geary  has  restored  order  out  of  chaos,  and  has  made  the  people 
of  Savannah  feel  that  the  Northern  army  has  not  come  among  them  to  ruin 
or  to  pillage  them.  Life  and  property  have  been  as  safe,  during  the  Fed- 
eral occupation,  as  it  ever  has  been  under  civil  rule."* 

It  will  be  remembered  that  early  in  October,  having  been  driven  fix)m 
Atlanta,  and  failing  in  his  attack  upon  Sherman's  line  of  communication 
at  Dalton,  Hood  retired  to  Alabama,  hoping  to  draw  the  patriot  army  after 
him.  But  General  Sherman  was  not  thus  to  be  lured  from  his  glorious 
campaign.  He  left  Hood  to  be  "  taken  care  of"  by  General  Thomas,  who 
was  then  near  Nashville.  General  Thomas  took  very  good  care  of  him,  as 
the  following  narrative  will  show. 

*  In  addition  to  the  railroadB  destroy  on  the  mardi,  Sherman  sayB:  **  We  also  oooaiimad 
the  corn  and  fodder  in  the  region  of  oou&try  tbirtj  miles  on  dther  side  of  a  line  from  JUlaiita  to 
Savannah,  as  also  the  sweet  potatoes,  oattle,  hogs,  sheep,  and  poultij,  and  carried  awaj  more 
than  ten  thousand  horses  and  mules,  as  well  as  a  countless  number  of  their  slaves.  I  estimate 
the  damage  done  to  the  State  of  Georgia  and  its  military  resources  at  one  hundred  ndllion  dollara, 
at  least  twenty  million  dofiars  of  which  was  insured  to  our  advantage,  and  tbe  remainder  is 
simple  waste  and  destruotion.  This  may  seem  a  hard  qpedea  of  wsrfltfe,  bat  it  brings  the  sad 
realities  of  war  home  to  those  who  have  been  directly  or  indirectly  instrumental  in  involving  a 
in  its  attendant  calamiUea.*' 
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About  the  SOih  of  September,  tbe  rebel  cavalrj  under  Forreet  crossed 
the  Tennessee  River,  near  Waterloo,  and  threatened  Athens,  Alabama. 
Colonel  Campbell,  who  was  defending  the  place  with  some  colored  troops, 
wiUidrew  into  the  fort.  Before  night,  the  town  was  invested,  and  tiie 
torch  applied  to  a  large  amount  of  military  stores.  The  next  morning  the 
enemy,  after  opening  a  severe  fire  upon  the  garrison  from  a  twelve-pounder 
battery,  sent  in  a  flag  of  truce,  demanding  surrender,  Oblonel  Campbell, 
deeming  it  impossible  to  repel  a  force  so  superior,  surrendered  his  com- 
mand of  four  hundred  and  fifty  men.  He  had  scarcely  evacuated  the  fort 
when  two  raiments — the  Nineteenth  Michigan  and  the  One  Hundred 
and  Second  Ohio — arrived  to  reenforce  him.  The  surrender  of  the  garri- 
son proved  their  ruin.  Though  they  fought  heroically  for  a  short  time, 
they  were  also  compelled  to  yield. 

Forrest  now  moved  towards  Pulaski,  destroying  the  railroad  as  he 
advanced.  Here  he  encotmtered  General  Sousseau.  After  severe  skir- 
mishing, which  continued  through  the  day,  the  rebel  raiders  retired.  A  series 
of  unimportant  movements  ensued,  and  for  several  weeks  Hood  encamped 
his  troops  at  Tuscumbia  and  Florence.  He  was  gathering  his  strength  for 
an  attack  upon  Nashville.  Our  forces  at  Pulaski  were  watching  him.  As 
he  advanced,  our  whole  force  in  that  region,  under  command  of  General 
Schofield,  retired  towards  Columbia,  yielding  Pulaski  to  the  foe.  Quite  a 
strong  patriot  force  was  concentrated  at  Columbia.  But  the  rebels  came 
up  with  numbers  so  overpowering,  that,  after  the  artillery  duel  o^  a  day's 
duration,  our  troops  again  fell  back  towards  Nashville,  where  General 
Thomas  was  in  command.  General  Schofield,  sending  his  sick  and  all  his 
military  stores  in  a  train  of  one  hundred  cars  to  Nashville,  fell  back, 
destroying  the  bridges  behind  him,  to  Franklin.  The  rebels  were  soon  in 
full  pursuit.  They  were  in  great  force,  and  seemed  to  cherish  no  doubt 
of  their  ability  to  destroy  all  the  troops  which  could  be  called  to  oppose 
them. 

On  the  30th  we  occupied  Franklin,  eighteen  miles  south  of  Nashville, 
on  the  railroad.  The  Big  Harpeth  River,  with  a  gentle  curve,  protects  the 
town  on  the  north  and  east,  leaving  only  the  south  and  west  exposed. 
Gteneral  Schofield  was  anxious  to  get  to  Nashville,  where,  with  a  concen- 
tration of  the  Union  forces,  the  rebels  could  be  met  on  more  equal 
terms.  It  was  Hood's  object  to  crush  him  before  he  could  effect  this  junc- 
tion. He  consequently  pressed  General  Schofield  so  closely  as  to  force 
him  to  a  battle  at  Franklin.  Could  he  succeed  in  overwhelming  the 
patriots  there,  Nashville  would  inevitably  fall  into  his  hands.  Greneral 
Schofield,  availing  himself  as  far  as  possible  of  the  river,  hurriedly  threw 
up  breastworks,  while  his  skirmishers  held  the  rebels  in  check,  and  planted 
hjs  batteries  in  every  commanding  position. 

Hood's  legions  came  thundering  on.  He  formed  his  line  for  a  chai^, 
Stewart  on  the  right,  Cheatham  on  the  left,  Lee  in  reserve.  He  rode  along 
the  ranks,  animating  his  men  with  the  assurance  that  victory  would  be 
easily  attained,  and  that  the  undisputed  possession  of  Tennessee  would  be 
the  great  trophy  of  the  battle.  At  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  80th 
hi»  twops  commenced  their  onset.    As  they  advanced  in  long,  dense  lines, 
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four  deep,  there  was  <^ned  xipoii  ih^m  a  deadly  firo  of  muabotTy  and 
aitillerj  from  our  whole  frout.  With  defiant  yells  the  rabela  daahed  £or^ 
ward.  They  gained  our  outworks,  burst  over  them,  drore  back  'Wagper'^ 
Division,  and,  pressing  hotly  on,  amidst  a  tempest  of  shot  and  dieU,fi|]so^ 
their  way  inside  of  our  second  line,  capturing  two  guns. 

.  It  was  a  fearful  crisis.  The  patriot  General  Stanley,  with  the  brigades 
of  Opdyke  and  Oonrad,  met  it  manfully.  With  desperate  valor  they 
plunged  upon  the  enemy,  and,  after  a  bliQody  ha,nd^to-hand  enoounter,  re* 
took  the  guns  and  drove  the  rebels  bade  Again  and  again  tlie  foe  e\urg^ 
up  against  our  works,  on}y  to  be  repelled  with  great  slaughter.  The  can* 
4iot  continued  until  nine  o^dook  at  night,  when,  under  cover  d  darkaiiessi 
our  troops  retired  unmolested  to  JSTashville.  The  only  oliject  of  the  patriot^ 
in  this  encounter  was  to  beat  back  the  foe,  so  a^  to  secure  their  retreat.  Jn 
this  they  succeeded.  The  intention  and  expectation  of  the  rebels  was  to 
overwh^m  and  destroy  the  patriot  army,    In  this  they  fi^l^d* 

The  Hiuon  troops  fou^t  behind  breastworks ;  still  their  loss  was  about 
two  thousand  five  hundred.  The  rebels  mardied  i^ainst  these  breast- 
works with  their  accustomed  bravery ;  their  loss  was  not  lesp,  probably, 
than  ^  thot^sand,  The  next  morning,  Thursday,  the  Ist  of  December, 
our  troops  had  crossed  the  Harpeth  wit^  all  their  trains,  and  had  burned 
the  bridges  behind  them.  Hood  followed  in  pursuit  The  patriot  army 
now  united,  and  fonned  its  line  for  a  decisive  battle,  three  miles  south  <^ 
Nashville.  For  several  days  tiiere  were  spirited  skirmishes,  as  the  tro<^ 
on  either  side  were  taking  positions.  In  the  mean  time  tlie  enen^y^ 
cavalry  were  scouring  the  country  with  destructive  raids. 

On  Fridi^,  the  2d  of  December,  a  dismal  storm  swept  the  plains 
where  the  two  armies  were  preparing  for  battla  The  ^lemy  enci^led  thq 
city  with  his  strong  lines,  and  threw  up  intrenchments  across  all  the 
avenues  of  approach.  Our  skirmishers  w^^  everywhere  driven  in,  and  a 
rebel  raiding  party,  dashing  into  Gallatin,  captured  several  hundred  head 
of  cattle*  They  idso  seized  a  train  of  cars  at  a  station  only  nine  miles 
south  from  Nashville.  During  all  the  hours  of  the  gloomy  day  the  twQ 
great  annies  were  skirmishing  with  infantry,  artillery,  HJjid  cavalry.  At 
one  point,  Johnsonville,  the  rebels  destroyed  more  than  pne  million  dollars 
worth  of  Government  property. 

On  Saturday,  December  Sd,  there  was  stem  %hting  on  the  river  as 
well  as  on  the  land.  The  rebels  captured  two  boats  on  the  Cumberland 
River,  but  a  few  miles  from  Nashville.  While  they  were  carrying  pff  their 
plunder,  the  United  States  gunboat  Carondelet  appeared,  and  opened  upon 
the  rebel  batteiy  on  the  shore  such  a  tempest  of  ^ells  as  speedily  to  put 
the  foe  to  flight,  and  the  boats  weore  rescued. 

The  city  of  Nashville  was  mostly  on  the  southern  bank  of  tlie  Cumber- 
land Eiver.  It  was  protected  by  a  chain  of  five  large  forts,  heavily  armed. 
These  forts  were  connected  by  intrenchments.  The  rear  of  the  city  was 
protected  by  the  river,  which  was  traversed  by  our  gunboats  and  two  iron- 
clads. The  forts  and  intrenchments,  on  commanding  positions  facing  south, 
were  from  one  to  two  miles  from  the  centre  of  the  ci^,  and  extended  from 
river  to  river,  in  a  sweep  five  miles  long.     General  Thomas  had  received 
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reinforcements,  8o  that  he  had  now  fifty  tlKrasand  bravo  men,  most  of  them 
veterans,  under  his  commend.  Hood's  army  was  also  nearly  fifty  thousand 
strong,  bnt  he  had  been  drawn  inio  a  position  in  wliich  he  was  com- 
pelled to  fight  a  force  behind  intrenuhmente,  ^lly  eqnal  to  his  own. 

A  week  passed  away  of  heavy  cannonading  and  incessant  Bkirmishing, 
and  the  annoying  fire  of  eharpehooters.  Many  bnildinga  in  the  range  of  the 
hostile  batteries  were  entirely  destroyed.  On  Friday,  the  9th,  tlie  weather 
became  intensely  cold,  and  a  heavy  enow-storm  enveloped  the  contending 
hosts.  For  three  days  the  wintry  cold  continued  with  anbroken  sererity. 
The  rebel  troops,  who  were  mainly  eneatnped  upon  the  open  plain,  snf- 
fered  severely. '  By  the  ISth,  General  Thomas  had  got  his  army  so  firmly 
in  hand  that  he  resolved  to  assnme  the  offensiTe.  Qenend  Hood,  seeiitg 
indications  of  this  movement,  withdrew  his  forces  more  than  a  mile  in  the 
rear,  and  occupied  strong  intrendim^nts  apon  the  Granny  White  Hills. 

On  Tliureday,  the  15tb,  the  patriots  marched  out  to  the  assault.  Gen- 
eral Steedman  was  on  the  left ;  Generals  Wood  and  Smith  were  in  the 
fentre ;  Wilson's  cavalry  corps  hdd  the  right.  General  Steedman  was  to 
make  a  vigorons  feint  on  the  left,  while  the  main  attack  was  to  be  made 
^m  OQr  centre  find  right.    At  ^  o'clock  in  the  mcvning  onr  troops  oura- 
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m^Med  their  moyem^nt,  under  cover  of  a  heavy  fire  from  the  forts  and 
advanced  batteries.  Tlie  enemy's  skirmishers  were  soon  driven  in,  and 
General  Steedman,  who  was  in  advance,  with  great  gallantry  charged  the 
main  works  of  the  enemy.  It  was  not,  however,  nntil  noon  that  the  real 
battle  began.  The  centre  and  the  right  had  then  attained  the  positions 
they  desired,  and  they  swept  along  npon  the  lines  of  the  foe  with  resistlesB 
courage.  The  fighting  on  both  sides  was  desperate.  The  enemy  had  sup- 
posed that  we  intended  to  turn  his  right  fiank,  and  had  massed  his  troops 
to  resist  the  onset  of  Steedmim's  colimms. 

The  Union  cavalry  swept  along  the  banks  of  the  Cnmberland,  cutting 
off  and  capturing  such  of  the  rebels  as  were  on  the  borders  of  the  stream, 
until  they  reached  a  point  six  miles  from  Nashville.  Then  Wheeling  to 
the  south,  they  protected  our  extreme  right.  Heavy  batteries  followed 
them,  and  opened  with  great  vigor  on  the  main  line  of  the  enemy.  About 
three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  whole  Union  line  pressed  forward,  in  the 
face  of  a.  tremendous  fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery  and  musketry.  But 
they  rushed  forward  with  enthusiasm  which  nothing  could  resist  The 
artillery  moved  resistlessly  forward  with  a  rapid  and  deadly  fire.  The  chai^ 
of  the  infantry  was  desperate.  The  cavalry  dismounted,  and  fought  on 
foot.  The  gunboats  cooperated,  hurling  their  ponderous  missiles  into  the 
hostile  ranks.  Speedily  sixteen  guns  were  captured,  and  several  battle- 
flags.  A  thousand  prisoners  were  taken,  and  a  portion  of  the  rebel  line 
was  driven  back  eight  miles.  The  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  on  either 
side  was  about  one  thousand. 

During  the  night  both  parties  were  busy  preparing  for  the  renewal  of 
the  fight  the  next  day.  At  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  conflict 
was  opened  by  a  tremendous  roar  of  artillery  from  all  the  batteries.  The 
whole  Union  line  moved  forward  at  once,  but  so  terrible  waa  the  fire 
encountered  from  the  intrenchments  of  the  foe,  that  one  portion  of  onr 
line  was  shattered,  and  fell  back.  Kelief  soon  came  from  the  right,  and 
the  troops  reorganized,  rushed  over  the  enemy's  left  with  irresistible 
enthusiasm,  driving  him  impetuously  from  his  intrenchments.  The 
enemy's  right  still  stood  firm,  and  from  their  commanding  position  poured  in 
a  tremendous  fire  of  grape  and  canister  upon  the  advancing  Unionists. 
Again  and  again  the  patriots  rushed  forward  to  the  charge,  only  to  be 
repulsed.  At  last,  after  a  terrible  struggle,  the  position  was  carried,  and 
.  the  rebels  retreated,  abandoning  the  stronghold  they  had  so  long  and  so 
desp^ately  held.  As  night  came  and  terminated  the  conflict,  the  field  for 
miles  around  was  covered  with  the  dead  and  the  dying,  and  all  the  inde- 
scribable wreck  of  battle.  The  enemy,  under  cover  of  darkness,  were 
retreating  rapidly,  pursued  by  our  troops  to  the  Brentwood  hills.  The 
woods,  the  fields,  the  intrenchments  were  strewn  with  the  esaemfn 
-small-arms,  abandoned  by  them  in  the  retreat.  Two  thousand  prisoners 
and  twenty  pieces  of  artillery  fell  into  our  hands.  Thus  terminated 
gloriously  to  our  arms  the  second  day's  battle  of  iN'ashville. 

The  next  morning,  Saturday,  the  17th,  the  pursuit  was  continued, 
"Wilson's  cavalry  being  in  the  advance.  It  was  late  in  the  aft«moon  when 
ihe  foe  was  overtaken,  six  miles  beyond  Franklin.     Our  cavalry  cbai^ged 
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-with  the  enthusiasm  which  the  recent  victories  had  inspired.  The  foe  was 
dispersed  in  all  directions,  and  was  only  saved  from  destmction  by  the 
gloom  of  the  wintry  night.  Fifteen  hundred  of  the  enemy's  wonnded 
*were  captured  in  the  hospitals  at  Franklin.  The  railroad  was  rapidly  re- 
paired from  Nashville  to  Franklin,  so  that  supplies  could  be  pushed  for- 
ward to  General  Thomas  in  his  chase.  The  next  morning,  Sunday,  the 
18th,  the  pursuit  was  continued,  but  our  forces  could  not  overtake  the  foe 
in  his  rapid  retreat.  Many  himdred  ptidonai:i^  were  picked  up,  who  from 
fatigue  or  wounds  had  dropped  by  the  way-side. 

Monday  morning,  the  19th,  dawned  gloomily.  Clouds  darkened  the 
sky,  and  fireezing  rain,  with  a  wintry  wind,  chilled  and  drenched  the  pur- 
Buers  and  the  pursued.  The  roads  were  miry,  and  the  brooks  were  swollen 
into  torrenta.  Still,  the  spirit  of  war  could  allow  of  no  repose.  Onward 
rushed  the  fugitive  rebels;  close  at  their  heels  thundered  the  avenging 
patriots.  The  rebel  force  was  virtually  destroyed ;  they  never  again  could 
make  any  stand.  Hood's  army  was  so  effectuaBy  overthrown  that  the 
troops  of  General  Thomas  were  soon  on  their  way  to  join  the  armies  of 
Grant  in  their  approach  to  Biehmond,  and  to  cooperate  with  Sherman, 
then  triumphantly  sweeping  through  Kortk  Carolhia.  In  this  series  of 
battles  we  ci4>tured  about  six  thousand  prisoners  and  fifty  pieces  of  artil- 
lery. An  extraordinary  number  of  field  and  line  officers  were  found 
iamong  the  prisoners 

On  the  fifteenth,  the  second  day  of  the  great  battle  of  Nashville,  the 
patriot  forces  of  General  Bousseau  met  a  rebel  force  under  General  Forrest 
at  Murfreesboro'.  A  severe  engagement  ensued.  Forrest  was  defeated, 
with  a  loss  of  fifteen  hundred  men.  Thus  the  rebel  dreams  of  reconquering 
Tennessee  were  utterly  dissipated.  A  raiding  party  from  Yicksburg  had 
severed  Hood's  communications  with  MobUe,  while  a  formidable  cavalry 
column  from  Baton  Bouge  were  menacing  his  supply*trains  from  whatever 
direction  they  might  move.  Instead  of  wintering  amidst  the  abounding 
harvests  of  Kmtncky  and  Tennessee,  Hood's  army,  having  lost  half  its 
numbers,  dispirited,  exhausted,  humiliated,  was  sullenly  seeking  reftige  in 
the  wilds  of  Alabama. 

Leaving  General  Sherman's  army  to  enjoy  a  brief  season  of  repose  in  the 
streets  of  Savaiuiah,  let  us  turn  to  the  tenrific  confiict  in  whidi  General 
Grant  was  driving  the  hosts  of  G^ieral  Lee  fix»n  the  Bappahannock  to  the 
James, 
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TSBflBUB^. 

Immkdiatelt  after  Oenetal  GFrant  htA  h^esa  raised  to  the  post  of 
LlentenaaVGeneral,  and  had  thus  Ibeen  constated  Oonmiaeiider^in-Chief  of 
all  the  Armies  of  ^  United  States,  he  held  an  interview  wilii  the  Pres- 
ident in  Washington.  In  te8(K>nse  to  the  inqniiy^  ^^  What  is  neixt  to  b^ 
done  f '  it  is  said  diat  he  replied,  ^^  Destroy  Lee's  army,  and  take  Ridimond.'* 

General  Lee  was  tlien  strongly  bitrenched  with  a  reteran  army,  one 
hnndred  thousand  strong,  upod  tbs  tonthem  banks  of  the  Upper  Rapidan. 
He  was  here  very  formidably  posited  in  a  series  of  earthwcn^ks,  which  hsi 
whole  army,  nnder  the  pcuidance  of  the  most  able  engineers,  had  been 
many  months  constructing.  The  plan  adopted  by  Genef^  Grant  was  wicb- 
reaching,  and  one  which  called  for  the  most  prompt  and  energetic  action^ 
General  Sigel^  with  a  toiall  but  effective  army  of  observation,  was  placed 
in  the  Yalley  of  the  Shemmdoah,  that  the  rebels  might  not  be  able  to  make 
a  rush  upon  Washington  through  that  oft-frequented  roi^^^  General 
Butler,  with  nearly  thirty  thousand  troops,  incltKUng  ten  thousand  colored 
soldiers,  was  to  make  a  show  of  advancing  upon  Siefamond,  by  aid  of 
transports,  up  the  York  Biver,  and  across  to  the  Chickahomitiy.  Having 
by  this  feint  diverted  the  attettioA  of  the  rebels,  he  was  suddenly  td 
descend  the  York,  and  ascend  the  James  to  Oity  Point,  and  thus  menace 
Bichmond  with  an  attack  from  the  south. 

Should  the  rebels  in  Bichmond  send  a  large  force  to  the  aid  of  General 
Lee,  General  Butler  was  to  march  impetuously  upon  the  capital.  Should 
they,  on  the  other  hand,  endeavor  to  concentrate  a  large  force  south  of  the 
James  to  crush  Butler,  he  was  then  to  intrench  himself,  and  await  the 
approach  of  General  Meade's  army,  which  was  then  on  the  north  side  of 
the  Bapidan.  General  Grant  was  to  establish  his  head-quarters  with  Meades' 
army  facing  Lee.  General  Sherman,  in  Georgia,  was  to  push  the  campaign, 
he  was  so  heroically  conducting,  with  all  vigor,  that  the  rebels  there  might 
not  be  able  to  send  any  recnforcements  to  the  aid  of  their  beleaguered 
confederates  in  Bichmond.  Meade's  army,  which  was  over  a  hundred 
&ousand  strong,  was  to  march  upon  Bichmond,  either  driving  Lee  before 
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t&em  in  direct  yjgoroiul  asB&tilt,  or  drawing  him  after  them,  m  by  flank 
movements  they  menaced  his  rear.  General  Bnindde  was^  in  the  meaa 
time^  accnmolating  a  cooperating  force  at  Annapdis,  to  advance  bj 
Acquia  Greek,  and  nnite  with  Oenerid  Meade.  Profoond  eecreej  envel*- 
oped  the  plan,  nntil  it  was  developed  in  energetic  action. 

On  Tnesdajy  May  8, 1864,  at  midni^it,  General  Grant  aecredy  crossed 
die  Eapidan  by  fords  and  pontoon  bridges,  a  few  miks  below  the  intreneh** 
ments  of  the  rebels.  His  passage  was  not  opposed.  EnergeticaUy  the  pa* 
triot  army  pressed  forward  in  its  flank  movemtat,  to  gain  the  rear  of  the 
foe.  The  rebds,  under  their  able  leader,  General  Lee^  rushed  firom  their 
ramparts,  and  endeavored  to  btieak  through  and  cnteh  General  Gh:»nt  on 
his  line  of  march.  It  was  a  day  of  terrific  battle.  On  the  two  sides,  six 
tbowand  were  struck  down  by  death  or  wouikbw  The  rebels  were  beaten 
back. 

During  the  night  both  parties  prepared  to  renew  the  conflict.  Scarcely 
had  fhe  son  of  the  next  day  rise^,  ere  the  roar  of  battle  again  ran  along 
the  fines.  The  billows  of  war  rolled  to  and  fro,  through  the  ravines,  and 
the  jungles,  and  the  massive  forest,  and  the  dead  and  dying  were  strewed 
around  like  autumnal  leaves.  Night  dosed  the  sctoe,  and  the  reb^  were 
again  bofS^ 

At  night  the  army  was  posted  along  a  line  six  <^  ei^t  miks  it  length. 
The  Second  Corps  camped  at  ihe  old  battle-ground  at  Chancellorsv^le. 
The  Fifth,  under  General  Warren,  was  at  the  Wildertiete  Daverti,  and 
the  Sixth,  under  General  Sedgwick,  at  Germania  Ford,  whw^  lieutenant^ 
General  Grant  and  G^eral  Meade  established  their  head^uartersu 

On  Thursday  morning,  before  the  dawn  of  day,  the  reveilk  summoned 
ike  troops  to  resume  their  mardu  They  moved  in  three  eohmms,  by  roads 
tendiug  to  ^ob  south.  General  Warren  was  on  the  right,  Genekul  Han^ 
cock  occupied  the  cMtre,  and  Gkneral  Sheridan,  with  his  cavalry,  covered 
tbo  extreme  left.  The  army  had  not  proeeeded  far  before  there  were  indi^- 
cations  that  the  enemy  was  advancing  directly  from  the  tr'eat,  in  great 
force,  to  fall  upon  the  centre  of  our  lihe  and  break  through  it.  General 
Gr^sit  selected  some  rolling  ridges,  posted  his  troops,  threw  up  sbme  hasty 
breastworks,  and  awaited  the  onset.  The  line  of  battle  thus  formed  ex* 
toiuled  nearly  five  miles,  running  northwest  and  soutiieast.  Geiwral 
Sedgwiok  held  the  right,  General  Warren  the  centre,  and  General  Hancock 
the  left.  They  wer^  in  the  midst  of  the  Wilderness,  and  the  ground  w«!» 
covered  with  a  dense  growth  of  pined  and  dwarf  oaks,  with  such  an  in> 
penetrable  entan^ement  of  undei^rowth,  a^  to  rendeo^  operati(ais  with 
^vaby  or  artilkry  almost  impossible.  About  noon  the  battle  commenced, 
^y  ftn  attack  upon  a  portion  of  our  fine  which  had  been  sent  fomirard  a 
nule  in  advaoKe  to  find  the  fod.  The  patriot  troops,  attacked  by  superior 
^imxbers,  vrere  compelled  to  fall  baek  with  the  loss  of  two  pieces  of 
^'^ery.  The  retreating  troops  were  soon  met  by  reenforcements,  and, 
*fter  a  sharp  battle,  the  enemy  werd  induced  to  m€^^e  <^  to  attack  ns 
at  Bome  other  point. 

It  was  manifestly  the  object  of  GkineiM  Lee  to  fall,  with  all  possible 
^^^ration,  upon  our  army  while  on  the  raart^h,  itnd,  bhe^kihg  through  the 
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line  thug  exposed,  to  deBtroythe  army  before  it  conM  oonceHtrate  iti 
strength  upon  any  field  of  battle.  About  three  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, the  enemy  again,  in  great  force,  emerged  from  the  forest,  and  made 
a  desperate  attack  upon  onr  left  centre.  The  ccHitest  was  stabbom  and 
bloody.  Artillery  coold  not  be  used.  Bat  there  wad  a  hail  g£  musketry 
almost  unsurpassed  in  the  annals  of  war.  The  rebels  fought  with  despe^ 
ation.  The  patriots,  taken  at  disadvantage,  and  conscious  that  the  loss  d 
the  battle  might  prove  the  ruin  of  the  campaign,  maintained  their  ground, 
regardless  of  wounds  and  death.  Hancock,  Bimey,  Barlow,  Gibbons, 
Hays,  Wadsworth,  Bobinson,  the  noble  commanders  of  men  worthy  of 
their  conmiand,  rolled  back  the  surges  of  the  rebel  flood  hour  after  hour, 
until  far  into  the  night.  It  was  a  sublime  spectacle  in  that  f(^rest,  when 
the  gloom  of  night  enveloped  it,  to  witness  the  flash  of  scores  of  thousands 
of  guns,  as  invisible  combatants  hurled  the  leaden  storm  against  each 
other.  The  volleys  were  so  regular  and  incessant,  that  they  echoed  througli 
the  Wilderness  like  pealing  thunder.  The  line  along  which  the  battle 
raged  was  not  more  than  half  a  mile  in  length.  The  rebels,  in  a  colninn 
twenty  thousand  strong,  had  hurled  themselves  with  almost  superhuman 
ferocity  up<m  our  thin  line  of  mardi. 

General  Alexander  Hays,  who,  with  General  Bimey,  was  bearing  the 
brunt  of  this  tremendous  onset,  sent  back  an  imploring  cry  for  reenforoe- 
m^its.  Hancock  replied,  ^^  I  will  send  him  a  brigade  in  twenty  minutes. 
Tell  him  to  hold  his  ground.  He  can  do  it.  I  biow  him  to  be  a  powe^ 
fhl  man.^  As  fresh  troops  were  poured  in,  hundreds  of  wounded,  bleedkig 
men  were  staggering  back,  to  get  beyond  the  reach  of  the  deadly  fire. 
Btretchers  w^^  passing  in  all  directions  with  their  ghastly  burdens.  The 
stretchers  went  back  for  fresh  victims,  laden  with  boxes  of  cartridges  to 
supply  the  fidling  ammunition.  The  result  of  the  battle  was  a  splendid 
repulse  of  the  rebels.  They  felt  sure  of  being  able  to  break  through  our 
line,  which  that  night  extaided  about  six  miles.  But  they  were  com- 
pletely and  bloodily  foiled.  The  loss  on  both  sides  was  heavy.  That  of 
the  rebels  is  not  known,  for  their  bulletins  were  seldom  entitled  to  any 
credit.  According  to  their  reports,  almost  every  battle  was  a  rebel  victory, 
in  which  the  ^^  cowardly  Yankees "  were  repulsed  with  fearful  slaughter. 
The  unintelligent,  semi-barbarian  people  of  the  South  were  easily  deluded 
by  such  fables.  Our  own  loss,  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  was 
between  two  and  three  thousand.  The  req)ective  losses  were  probably 
equal.  During  the  day.  General  Bnmside,  with  his  force  of  about  thirty 
thousand,  advancing  from  Aleicandria,  joined  General  Meade's  army. 

Friday  morning,  May  6th,  dawned  brightly.  Cloudless  skies  sublimely 
curtained  the  luxuriant  forest.  Flowers  bloomed  everywhere  in  wild 
profusion.  Bird-songs  flUed  the  air.  And  beneath  those  sunny  skies,  and 
surrounded  by  the  bloom  and  the  melody  of  May,  one  hundred  thousand 
rebels  again  emerged  fr^m  their  lairs  in  another  deadly  onset.  During  all 
of  Thursday  night  both  parties  had  been  preparing  for  the  renewal  of  the 
struggle.  , 

Before  five  o'clock,  the  rebels,  in  great  force,  commenced  their  attack 
upon  General  Sedgwick.    Bapidly  tiie  roar  and  the  carnage  of  battle 
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epteftd.  ABsanlt  after  asaanlt  was  made  bj  the  rebels,  now  upon  this 
pmnt,  now  npon  that.  Thongk  the  fbrtnnes  of  battle  were  yariable,  the 
Stars  and  the  Stripes  gradually  gained  ground  npon  the  infhriated  foe. 
General  Hancock  droye  a  j)ortion  of  the  rebels  more  than  two  mfles  before 
him,  taking  many  prisoners.  The  lines  swayed  to  and  fro  in  the  terrifle 
fight,  and  the  entangling  thickets  were  filled  with  the  wonnded  and  dead. 
In  one  of  the  fieroe  assaults,  Brigadier-General  Wadsworth,  of  Kew  York, 
was  stmck  by  a  bullet  in  the  head  and  fell  senseless,  mortally  wounded. 
America  has  many  noble  names  to  Inscribe  upon  her  roll  of  honor.  But 
there  is  no  one  deserving  a  higher  position  than  that  of  James  8.  Wads- 
worth.  His  princely  fortune,  his  rich  mental  culture,  his  courage  which 
knew  not  fear,  his  hi^-toned  character  as  a  gentleman,  and  all  the  endear- 
ments of  the  sweetest  domestic  relations,  he  cheerftilly  laid  upon  the  altar 
of  his  country's  service.  It  is  hardly  too  much  to  say  that  a  wail  of  grief 
burst  from  our  whole  land,  when  the  tidings  went  forth  that  he  was  dead ; 
and  more  intense  execrations  glowed  in  the  bosoms  of  all  patriots  in  view 
of  that  accursed  rebellion  which  was  thus  robbing  our  country  of  her 
noblest  sons.  At  night.  General  Hancock,  against  whose  division  the 
most  impetuous  assaults  of  the  enemy  had  been  made,  held  the  position  he 
had  occupied  in  the  morning.  The  rebels  had  again  been  foiled,  and  they 
had  received  terrific  blows  in  exchange  for  the  terrific  blows  which  they 
had  given. 

Throughout  the  day,  the  battle  had  been  a  series  of  impetuous  assaults 
by  the  rebels  and  by  the  patriots.  At  times  our  peril  was  imminent.  Hiie 
rebels  were  -perhctiy  familiar  with  the  country.  The  dense  forest  was 
peculiarly  fevorable  for  the  massing  of  their  forces  in  perfect  concealment. 
It  was  not  possible  to  bring  artillery  into  action  to  ch^sk  their  onset.  The 
Sixth  Corps  at  one  time  came  near  being  overwhelmed.  Generals  Sedg- 
wick and  Wright  made  truly  sublime  displays  of  enei^  and  of  valor. 
The  carnage  on  both  sides  was  dreadful.  The  patriot  loss,  in  the  two  days' 
battle,  in  killed,  wonnded,  and  missing,  was  estimated  at  fifteen  thousand. 
The  rebel  loss  could  not  have  been  less.  The  battle  closed  on  a  disputed 
field.  Both  parties  claimed  the  victory ;  for  each  could  state  with  truth 
that  he  "  had  repelled  the  fierce  attack  of  the  enemy.** 

But  neither  army  had  gained  any  special  advantage.  Both  had  fought 
with  desperation  never  surpassed  on  any  field  of  blood.  The  rebels  had 
been  thwarted  in  all  their  plans  to  break  our  lines.  "We  had  been  bloodily 
driven  back  from  every  endeavor  to  put  their  solid  masses  to  rout.  As 
night  came,  calm,  peaceful,  silent,  with  its  twinkling  stars,  from  whence 
p^iiaps  angel  bands  looked  sadly  upon  the  demoniac  scene,  the  exhausted 
hosts  threw  themselves  down,  side  by  side,  each  sullenly  and  determinedly 
holding  the  ground  upon  which  he  had  fought  during  the  day.  The 
narrow  intervening  space  was  crowded  with  the  dead  and  the  dying  of 
both  combatants.  The  rebels,  apparently,  this  day  expended  all  their 
strength  up<m  but  a  portion  of  our  army,  and  at  night,  in  discouragement 
and  exhaustion,  withdrew  from  the  conflict,  conscious  that  they  had  gained 
no  decisive  results. 

Having  exerted  themselres  to  the  utmost  on  Friday,  and  having  been 
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thwarted  ia  all  thdr  platos,  it  wfM  diffieolt  to  dedde^  at  ii^kt,  ^vsbeAtt 
thej  would  renew  the  attack  en  the  neott  daj  or  retire.    The  pa/triot  pomj 
awoke  on  Saturday  mornings  May  7ih,  exultant  over  Ihe  diBeotnfiture  of 
the  foe,  and  eager  to^reeume  thi»  confllet    Durh^  the  night  our  linea  faai 
be^i  strengthened,  and  batteries  had  be^  planted  to  protect  important 
pointfli    AAer  a  serial  of  hri^  ddrmishes  in  jungles  where  whdle  aimiel 
could  hide,  it  was  discovtt^  abottt  noon,  that  General  Lee  was  retreating, 
with  his  main  (oree^  towards  Spettsylvania  Ckmri'House.    Thd  pdremt  was 
immediately  eommeuced  and  Tig^xodsly  prosecuted.     As  the  two  armies 
were  moving  in  nearly  parallel  lines,  the  tnatdi  became  in  reality  a  race, 
each  eager  to  gain  first  tiiecotnmancBiig  strat^c  position  at  Bpottsylvdnia. 
The  rebels,  having  the  advance,  gained  the  point.    Agaih  and  again  during 
the  march  there  were  brief  and  sanguinary  struggles,  resulting  invariably 
in  the  continued  retreat  of  the  foe*    The  bitttle,  the  fli^t,  the  pursuit^ 
were  prosecuted  late  into  the  hours  of  Saturday  m^bt 

We  were  now  out  <^  the  woods.  The  three  days'  battle  of  ihe  Wilder' 
ness,  appropriately  so  called,  was  closed  bA  Ae  Uoodnred  sun  of  Sdturdi^ 
night  sank  behind  the  d^ise  fbrests  of  the  Bapidan.  Probably  nev^  be* 
£[»^  was  th^re  a  battle  of  such  magnitude  fotight  amidst  the  thi<^ets  of 
wild  and  tangled  wooda.    An  eye-witnesB  writes  2^^ 

^^  There  is  something  horrible,  yet  fartftinatiHg,  in  t3ie  mystety  shroudii^ 
this  strangest  of  battles  ever  fought — a  battle  which  no  man  could  see,  and 
whose  progress  could  only  be  followed  by  the  ear.  It  is,  beyond  a  doubt, 
the  first  time  in  the  history  of  war  that  two  great  attnies  have  tnet,  eadi 
with  at  least  two  hundred  and  fifty  piedes  of  iMrtiUery,  and  yet  placed  in 
such  circumstances  as  to  make  thid  vast  enginery  totally  uedess.  The 
combat  lasted  three  days ;  but  it  might  have  beeti  prolo^i^ed  a  fortn%hl 
longer,  and  still  left  the  issue  undecided." 

We  can  hardly  claim  a  victory  in  this  oebfiict.  Still,  the  yebels  were 
foiled  in  their  purpose,  w^*e  oompelled  to  retreat,  aild  Were  vigorously 
pursued.  None  can  therefore  deny  that  th^  result  was  a  Substantial  ad^ 
Tantage  to  our  arms.  The  rebels  expended  their  utmoet  strength  in  this 
battle,  and  fought  with  desperation,.  Th^,  with  th^ir  aceustonied  tactics, 
brought  forth  every  diq>06able  man,  and  their  line  of  battle  at  times  ex- 
tended along  our  whole  front,  overlapping  both  of  otr  wings^ 

By  the  dawn  of  the  Sabbath  momiog,  our  troops,  having  mafrohed  fi^ 
teen  miles,  were  drawn  up  in  battle-array  tw6  and  &hldf  miles  north  of 
Spottsylvania  Conrt-Hcvse^  The  rebels  agaiA  stood  at  bay,  presenting  a 
defiant  and  formidable  front.  General  Grant  immediately  resumed  his 
onset,  with  his  accustomed  vehemence^  upon  the  ibe«  TluNmgh  all  the 
hours  of  the  sacred  day  there  was  seaox^y  any  Cessation  of  t^  roar  of 

battle.  OnboU.»d«Lfigh«iBgw..d4Jte.  The  RrBt  Mfcbig^. 
Begiment,  whieh  numbered  but  one  hundred  men,  having  been  frightfully 
cut  up  in  the  three  days'  battle  of  the  Wildertiess,  Were  caught  in  a  trap^ 
where  they  lost  three^fourths  oi  their  number  in  fifteen  minutes.  Twen- 
ty-five only  escaped.  General  Bobinson,  who  had  exhibited  great  abiBty 
and  valor,  was  severely  wounded.  Gradually  the  patriot  troops  crowdwl 
the  rebels  along,  taking  the  first  line  of  breaetWorks  and  capturing  a  laige 
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iiQmber  of  pri^oiifirs^  Our  I066,  bow^ver,  waa  s^^ere^  counting  up  fifteen 
hundred.  But  we  sent  bock  through  our  Une^  tw^nty-dve  hundred  rebel 
prisoners. 

Monday  morning  came.  Both  pigrties  were  thoroughly  exhiMisted.  Still, 
General  Grant,  with  his  indomitable  energy,  harassed  the  foe  with  ineesh 
sant  cf^monadiug  and  skirmishing.  But  the  day  brought  mourning  to  our 
land.  Brigadier*General  John  Sedgwick  was  stniok  down  in  instant 
death  by  the  bullet  of  a  sharpshooter.  He  was  standing  directing  the 
placing  of  some  pieces  of  artillery,  when  a  baU  passed  directly  through 
his  head,  killing  him  instantly.  Hardly  another  man  could  be  found 
whose  death  could  create  a  greater  vacancy  in  the  army.  His  ingenuous- 
ness, simplicity,  and  genially  won  all  hearts.  His  imperturbable  bravery 
and  commanding  ability  as  a  gener^  secured  for  him  universal  respect 
and  admiration.  His  soldiers  loved  him,  and  were  ready  to  follow  *^  UncW 
John  "  wherever  he  might  lead. 

During  the  whole  of  Monday,  though  there  was  no  g^ieral  engage- 
ment, the  roar  of  battle  was  almost  inoess^tly  heard  from  some  portion 
of  the  widely  eiUiended  field.  On  both  sides  there  were  impetuous  charges 
and  fierce  repulses,  and,  when  night  came,  neither  army  had  materially 
changed  its  position. 

Tuesday,  the  10th  of  May,  dawned  xxpoa  the  belligerent  armies,  intro* 
ducing  a  day  of  blood  and  woe  such  as  even  this  sinnstricken  world  has 
seldom  witnessed.  The  antagonistic  forces  occupied  essentially  the  same 
positions  as  on  the  preoediqg  day.  The  rebeb  still  occupied  Spottoylva* 
Ilia  Court-House.  The  patriot  army  faced  them  in  a  line,  crescent  in  form, 
crossing  the  Po,  and  extending  about  six  miles.  The  rebel  position  was 
protected  along  his  centre  by  f(»rest  and  underbrush,  and  at  other  points 
by  breastworks  hastUy  thrown  up.  It  was  manilestly  the  design  of  the 
rebel  General  Lee  to  wear  out  the  Union  army  by  a  series  of  engagements 
which  he  would  wage  from  behind  his  intrenchmants,  to  withdraw  gradu-^ 
ally  upon  Bidmiond,  and  then,  in  cooperation  with  the  forces  there,  to  &11 
with  annihilating  power  upon  General  Butler.  As  the  patriot  troops  were 
ateadily  pressing  the  rebds  southward,  the  shrewd  lead^  of  the  foe  was 
greatly  favored  in  his  plans  by  the  broken  countiy  and  the  tangled  chap- 
paral  through  which  he  was  moving.  ITntil  to-day  the  battles  had  been 
almost  entirely  con^ned  to  musketry.  Kow,  for  the  first  time  in  the  cam- 
paign, our  artillery  was  brought  into  frill  use,  and  a  terrific  cannonade  was 
opened  against  the  rebel  lines.  The  roar  of  artillery  was  almost  as  fierce, 
incessant,  and  deafening  as  at  Gettysburg.  The  battle  continued  from 
morning  until  night,  and  darkness  alone  closed  the  sanguinary  scene. 

The  awiul  drama,  which  had  commenced  with  active  skbnnishing,  ad- 
vanced to  a  general  engagement  as  the  hours  wore  on,  and  waxed  hotter 
and  hotter  until  it  culminated  in  a  series  of  desp^ute  diarges.  Thus  the 
battle  surged,  all  undecisive,  until  late  in  the  aftmxoon.  Preparations  wer6 
then  made  for  a  united  assault  by  nearly  the  whole  patriot  line,  at  half-past 
six  o'clock.  A  general  order,  in  the  mean  time,  had  been  read  to  the 
troops,  announcing  the  great  success  of  General  Sherman  in  Georgia,  and 
General  Butler  o^  ^4ie  James  Siv^:.    Theie  glad  tidings  rousod  the  army 
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to  the  wildest  excitement  and  entlrasiasm.  In  preparation  for  the  grand 
charge,  General  Grant  and  his  staff,  Generals  Meade,  Hancock,  and  War 
ren,  were  stationed  on  eminences  within  sight  of  each  other.  The  vast 
columns  of  the  army  rapidly  gathered  for  the  terriiBc  straggle.  The  simul- 
taneous roar  of  twelve  signal-guns  put  the  whole  mass  in  motion*  Widi 
exultant  cheers,  echoed  hack  hy  defiant  rebel  yells,  the  whole  front  ad- 
vanced, sweeping  resistlenly  on,  against  a  murderous  fire  firom  the  foe. 
The  rebels  were  driven  from  their  position,  and  sullenly  retired,  under 
cover  of  the  darkness,  with  the  loss  of  two  thousand  prisoners.  Thus  ter- 
minated the  sixth  day  of  this  protracted  conflict,  to  which  history  can  pre- 
sent no  parallel.  The  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  was  probably 
about  equal,  each  side  not  losing  less  than  ten  thousand  men. 

On  Wednesday,  the  11th,  there  was  active  skirmishing  all  day,  but  no 
general  engagement.  The  rebels  endeavored  to  throw  up  stdditional 
earthworks,  which  the  patriots  strove  to  prevent  by  shelling  their  lines. 
Humanity  required  that  the  numerous  wounded  should  be  cared  for.  The 
hospitals  presented  a  fearful  spectacle  of  misery.  Long  trains  of  ambu- 
lances, dripping  with  their  gory  burdens,  were  continually  arriving  at  the 
designated  spots  for  field  hospitals.  Some  of  the  sufferers  were  pale  and 
silent,  the  life-blood  nearly  eidiausted ;  some  were  mutilated  with  the  most 
frightful  wounds;  prayers,  sighs,  groans  were  heard  on  all  sides.  The 
surgeons,  blood-stained  to  the  elbows,  were  busy  with  knife  and  probe. 
Piles  of  arms,  legs,  hands,  feet,  and  fingers  covered  the  ground.  The 
utmost  possible  care  was  taken  of  the  wounded.  The  dead  were  reverently 
buried.  The  chaplains  were  indefatigable  in  their  humane  and  consoling 
labors,  and  carefhlly  preserved  to  be  returned  to  friends  every  thing  whidi 
could  be  treasured  as  mementoes  of  the  dead. 

A  tempest  of  thunder,  lightning,  and  drenching  rain  swept  the  camp  on 
Wednesday  night.  Taking  advimtage  of  the  darkness  and  the  storm. 
General  Hancock,  unobserved  by  the  rebels,  changed  his  position,  and  at 
four  o'clock  in  the  morning  made  a  rush  upon  one  of  the  divisidns  of  the 
foe.  He  took  them  completely  by  surprise,  and  captured  neariy  seven 
thousand  prisoners,  witJi  thirty-two  cannon.  Within  an  hour  after  General 
£|!ancock  had  put  his  columns  in  motion,  he  sent  the  following  dispatch  to 
headquarters : — 

"  I  have  captured  from  Ihirty  to  forty  guns.  I  have  finished  up  John- 
ston, and  am  now  going  into  Early." 

The  first  line  of  rifle-pits  having  been  carried,  the  second  was  stormed, 
and  followed  by  the  conimingling  roar  of  the  heaviest  cannonade.  The 
whole  line  swept  forward  to  the  support  of  the  Second  Corps.  Bumside 
came  in  on  the  left  and  Warren  on  the  right.  The  enemy  rallied,  and 
charged  with  their  accustomed  impetuosity.  Hour  after  hour  the  pitiless 
storm  of  battle  drenched  the  soil  with  blood.  Again  and  again  the  rebel 
columns  dashed  against  our  lines,  and  were  hurled  back  mangled  and  bleed- 
ing. The  combatants  were  reminded  of  (Gettysburg  by  the  tremendous 
roar  of  artillery,  which,  with  deafening  peal,  reverberated  on  the  hiDs. 
All  thruogh  the  morning  and  noontide  and  afternoon  the  carnage  con- 
tinued with  varying  success.    The  valor  was  equal  on  either  side.    The 
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impetapeity  of  the  chazge  was  met  bj  a  conreBpondiog  atubbomness  of 
?epiilae»  Eveiy  inch  of  the  eoil,  often  miry  with  blood,  wtfi  fonght  over 
irith  deq)€ration.  Bayonets  were  oft^  interlocked,  and  patriot  and  rebel 
grapple^  together  in  death-throes.  Ther^  weie  actual  heaps  of  the  dead 
In  spots  where  the  fight  was  fiercest. 

After  f onrte^i  hours  of  ferocity  of  fighting  unsurpassed  in  the  historj 
of  the  war,  night  separated  the  combatants.  But  the  patriots  had  wen  the 
day.  On  the  left,  General  Bumside  had  driven  the  enemy  before  him. 
G^eral  I{anco(^  on  the  same  part  of  the  field,  had  taken  by  storm  an 
angle  of  the  enemy's  works,  which  he  had  firmly  held,  notwithstanding 
the  most  frantic  efforts  of  the  rebds  to  repossess  it  Jhe  loss  of  either 
army  was  fearftd,  and  equal.  Not  less  than  twenty  tiliousand  men  on  both 
aides,  in  killed  and  wounde49  were  stricken  down  by  that  tempest  of  hu- 
man passion.  From  twenty  thousand  distant  homes  a  wail  of  grief  wen,t 
Tip  to  the  ear  of  God. 

By  this  struggle  the  Union  lines  were  pushed  forward  a  mile  directly 
through  the  left  centre  of  the  foe.  The  rebels  made  five  desperate  attacks 
to  drive  the  patriots  back,  but  all  were  in  vain.  The  exhausted  hosts  slept 
fipon  their  arms.  Two  or  three  times  during  the  night  the  struggle  was 
resumed,  as  the  rebels  endeavored  to  gain  some  gims  which  they  had  lost, 
but  which,  being  covered  by  the  rifles  of  their  sharpshooters^  the  patriots 
have  not  been  able  to  draw  firom  the  field. 

With  the  earliest  dawn  of  the  morning  of  Friday,  13th,  skirmishers 
were  pushed  out  from  the  Union  lines,  ready  for  a  fresh  attack.  But  the 
enemy  had  fallen  back,  to  take  a  new  position  of  defence.  Our  troops  took 
possession  of  the  abandoned  ground,  muck  of  which  was  densely  wooded, 
and  from  which  the  foe  had  retired  with  such  precipitation  as  to  leave 
their  dead  unburied,  the  ghastly  monuments  of  their  defeat.  The  day 
was  rainy,  and  a  gloomy  storm  wailed  through  the  tree-tops.  A  few  houis 
of  rain  so  softens  the  spongy  soil  of  Yirginia  that  the  passage  of  heavy 
wagons  immediately  cuts  up  the  roads  into  quagmires.  The  day  was  spent 
by  the  rebels  in  occupying  and  fortifying  their  new  position.  The  patriots 
were  employed  in  cautiously  searching  for  the  retiring  foe,  and  in  occa- 
sional skhrmishes  with  their  rear-guard.  The  forces  of  the  rebels  had  been 
so  much  diminished  by  these  sanguinary  battles,  that  they  found  it  neces* 
sary  very  materially  to  ccmtract  tibeir  lines  of  defence.  In  the  main,  Fri- 
day was  a  day  of  rest  to  the  patriot  army,  during  which  the  wearied  sol- 
diers found  a  little  of  that  repose  which  they  so  greatly  needed.  A  portion 
of  the  troops  were,  however,  busy  all  the  day,  some  in  reconnoitring,  and 
others  engaged  in  the  sad  office  of  burying  llie  dead.  In  the  aftiemoon. 
General  Meade  issued  a  congratulatory  order  to  his  heroic  band,  in  which 
he  said : — 

^'  For  eight  days  and  nights,  ahnost  without  intermission,  in  rain  and 
sunshine,  you  have  been  gallahtiy  fighting  a  desperate  foe,  in  positicnis  nat- 
urally strong,  and  rendered  doubly  so  by  intrenchmenta  You  have  com- 
peUed  him  to  abandons  his  fortifications  on  the  Bapidan,  to  retire,  and 
attempt  to  stop  your  onward  progress ;  and  now  he  has  abandoned  the  iBst 
intrenched  position,  so  tenaciously  held,  sufiering  in  all  a  loss  of  eighteen 
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gung,  twenty-t^p'O  colors,  and  eight  thousand  Dnsonen,  including  tw'o  gen- 
eral officers,'* 

About  nine  o'clock  at  night,  the  two  right  corps  of  the  patriot  army 
were  put  in  Inotion,  and  through  the*  darkness  and  the  mud  and  the  piti- 
less storm  they  toiled  slowly  and  painfully  along,  until  the  dawn  ojf  tha 
morning,  to  gain  ^a  new  position.  In  the  morning  they  were  strongly 
posted  on  the  crests  of  some  rolling  ridges  running  northwest  and  south- 
east)  and  commanding  the  southerly  bank  of  the  Ny  River.  The  roads 
were  so  bad  that  this  movement  could  not  be  effected  before  the  light 
revealed  it.  The  vigilant  enemy  was  immediately  on  the  move.  Gen- 
erals Grant  and  Meade  established  their  head-quarters  at  the  Gail  House, 
about  two  miles  northeast  from  Spottsylvania  Court-House,  and  near  the 
centre  of  the  new  line  of  battle.  The  line  of  skirmishers  was  about  a 
mile  in  front  From  some  heights  which  we  occupied,  a  view  could  be 
obtained  of  a  portion  of  the  town  of  Spottsylvania,  and  of  the  enemy's 
camp.  During  the  day  there  were  slight  skirmishings  of  cavalry  and 
the  occasional  boom  of  hostile  cannon.  But  each  party  was  now  too 
strongly  posted  for  the  other  to  venture  hastily  upon  an  attack.  Both 
armies  for  a  time  laid  aside  the  bayonet  and  vigorously  plied  the  spade. 

The  Sabbath  came.  It  was  the  twelfth  day  of  the  campaign.  Both 
parties  watched  each  other  with  vigilant  and  anxious  eyes.  Reconnois- 
sances  were  made,  positions  strengthened,  and  measures  adopted  to  resist 
all  possible  approaches.  The  pickets  exchanged  a  few  shots,  and  here  and 
there,  on  both  sides,  the  dense  woods  were  shelled  to  drive  out  any  lurking 
foe.  In  the  afternoon  there  was  quite  a  sharp  conflict  between  Bimey's 
Division  and  a  strong  force  of  the  enemy.  The  rebels  were  repulsed  with 
loss.     Thus  passed  the  Sabbath. 

Monday  came.  Greneral  Gh*ant  sent  a  dispatch  to  Washington,  stating 
that  the  condition  of  the  roads  rendered  any  immediate  movement  imprac- 
ticable, but  that  his  victorious  army  was  in  the  best  of  spirits  and  sanguine 
of  ultimate  success.  A  fresh  breeze  and  a  warm  sun,  during  Monday  and 
Tuesday,  rapidly  dried  the  roads,  and  reconnoitring  parties  were  sent  out 
to  examine  the  position  of  the  foe.  These  two  days  of  comparative  rest 
strengthened  and  refreshed  the  army.  Ample  supplies  were  brought  up, 
and  on  Wednesday  these  indefatigable  troops,  under  their  indomitable 
leader,  were  again  on  the  move.  It  had  been  General  Grant's  constant 
endeavor  to  avoid  a  direct  attack  upon  the  enemy's  breastworks,  and  by  a 
flank  march  to  compel  him  to  evacuate  his  strong  positions.  He  had  no 
fear  that  the  enemy  would  slip  by  him  and  rush  upon  Washington ;  for  in 
that  case,  while  the  intrenchments  at  Washington  held  the  foe  at  bay,  the 
Union  army  would  sever  his  connection  with  Richmond,  fistll  upon  his  rear, 
and  overwhelm  him  with  ruin.  This  flanking  operation  had,  however, 
now  been  so  often  repeated,  always  moving  by  the  enemy's  right,  that 
General  Grant  decided  to  surprise  the  foe  by  a  sudden  and  vigorous  attack 
upon  his  left,  which  had  been  gradually  weakened. 

On  Tuesday  night,  under  the  curtain  of  darkness,  there  was  a  rapid 

Movement  of  troops  and  batteries  in  preparation  for  this  assault    The 

tew  line  was  formed  before  morning,  running  from  right  to  left    It 
VoulL— 32 
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"was  compoBed  of  the  divisions  of  Wright,  Hancock,  BnThside,  and  'Wa^ 
Jen.  With  the  first  light^  the  cannonading  commenced.  The  eniemf% 
skirmishers  were  driven  impetuously^back,  and  the  roar  of  a  pitched  batfie 
again  reverberated  over  the  hills.  One  line  of  rifle-pits  was  taken,  and 
then*  another.  As  the  patriot  troops,  with  cheers,  were  pressing  aloi^ 
their  victorions  way,  thej  came  upon  a  broad,  dense,  tfnd  apparently  im- 
pregnable abatis,  bdiind  which  a  long  line  of  unerring  riflemen,  lay  con- 
cealed ;  and  in  t^eir  rear  was  stationed  a  firowning  array  of  batteries.  The 
advance  was  sure  to  bring  horrible  slaughter,  with  but  the  faintest  pros- 
pect of  a  successful  charge.  The  troops  were,  therefore,  withdrawn. 
Though  under  a  destructive  fire,  they  retired  in  perfect  order. 

By  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  assault  was  abandoned*.  It  was 
found  that  the  rebels  were  so  strongly  intrenched  behind  earthworks,  cm- 
tained  with  impenetrable  abatis,  that  they  could  not  be  dislodged  without 
severe  expense  of  life.  Our  loss  in  the  short  engagement,  in  killed  and 
wounded,  amounted  to  twelve  hundred.  For  the  remainder  of  the  day 
both  armies  remained  in  ccmiparative  quiet,  anxiously  watching  each  other. 
General  Grant,  having  felt  of  the  enemy,  and  having  ascertained  his 
position  and  strength,  dispatched  during  the  night  a  cavalry  force,  under 
General  Torbert,  to  Guinea's  Station,  on  the  Bichmond  and  Fredericks- 
bui^  Railroad,  ten  miles  southeast  of  Spottsylvania.  This  gave  us  a  pod- 
tion  in  the  rear  of  the  rebels,  and  enabled  us  to  destroy  much  rebel  prop- 
erty upon  the  railroad.  On  Thursday  a  portion  of  our  troops  moved  in 
the  same  direction.  But  most  of  the  day  was  employed  in  receiving  re- 
toforcements  and  supply-trains  from  BeUe  Plain.  The  two  hostile  lines 
were  within  artillery  range  of  each  other,  but  no  gun  was  fired.  Indeed, 
the  skirmishers  of  tiie  two  parties,  who  had  recently  been  engaged  in  such 
deadly  battle,  indulged  in  tiie  friendly  exchange  of  jokes,  and  in  gifts  of 
tobacco  and  coffee. 

In  the  afternoon  a  strong  division  of  the  rebels,  under  Ewell,  crept 
Uirough  the  dense  forest,  and,  with  all  the  desperation  of  hungry  men,  rushed 
upon  our  baggage-train,  which  was  filing  along  from  Fredericksburg,  in 
the  rear  of  our  right  flank.  They  were  met  with  bravery  equal — ^it  could 
not  be  superior — to  their  own.  General  Tyler's  Division  of  heavy  artillery, 
armed  as  infantry,  opened  tremendously  upon  them.  The  enemy  was  thns 
retarded  in  his  advance  until  Colonel  Tannatt's  Brigade  came,  when  they 
were  effectually  brought  to  a  halt.  Soon  the  Kitchings  Brigade,  with 
other  portions  of  Tyler's  Division,  came  thundering  upon  the  audacious 
rebels,  who  were  driven  pell-mell  back  into  their  forests.  The  engagement 
was  short,  but  exoeedingly  sharp.  Our  own  loss  in  killed  and  wounded 
was  twelve  hundred.    That  of  the  enemy  was  probably  not  less. 

The  hungry  rebels,  at  five  o'clock  p.  m.,  made  another  attempt  upon  onr 
ba^age-train.  But  they  were  speedily  driven  back.  In  the  meantime, 
General  Lee,  finding  himself  in  danger  of  being  outfianked,  was  secretly 
pushing  his  army  on  the  retreat.  For  the  remainder  of  the  afternoon  and 
night  our  trains  were  very  vigilantly  watched.  About  three  o'clock  on 
Friday  morning  our  troops  silently  but  rapidly  plunged  into  the  forest,  fell 
impetuously  upon  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  retreating  column,  and  cut  off 
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tofor  liimdred  priioneni.  The  rebels  fled  acrott  the  K j  to  their  intrenched 
camp,  leaving  apath,of  twomfles  in  length  behind  them  covered  with  their 
wounded  and  th^  dead,  Friday  paeaed  widiont  any  conflict.  BotharmieB 
were  on  the  move,  yet  neither  knew  precisely  .what  the  other  was  dmng. 
But  the  patriot  army  was  now  commencing,  with  ^igor,  another  flank 
moyement  towards  Sichmond.  Dnring  Fridiay  night,  G^eral  Torbert's 
Division  of  cavalry,  podiing  the  enemy  b^ore  tiiem,' advanced  to  Bowling 
Ghreen,  flfteen  miles  southeast  of  Spottsylvaniflc  They  were  followed,  on 
the  same  road,  by  the  Second  Ck>rps,  which,  after  a  toilsome  march  of 
twenty-two  miles,  reached  the  same  point  Saturday  evening.  It  was  one 
of  the  most  lovely  days  of  May.  The  roads  were  perfect,  the  skies  blue, 
the  air  invigorathig. .  The  landscape,  diversified  with  hills  and  vales  and 
running  streams,  was  luxuriant  and  blooming,  while  bird-songs  and  fra- 
grance floated  upon  the  breeze. 

During  the  Sabbath,  our  army,  on  the  resolute  advance,  leaving  the 
main  body  of  the  enemy  several  miles  north  and  west  of  them,  and  easily 
sweeping  away  the  slight  exposition  they  encountered,  advanced  a  mile 
beyond  Milford  bridge,  which  crosses  the  Mattapony  Biver.  They  were 
now  within  less  than  forty  miles  of  Bichmond.  This  forward  march  of 
the  whole  army  was  conducted  in  magnificent  style.  It  was  a  bold 
and  hazardous  move.  But  fortune,  which  so  often  favors  the  brave, 
crowned  it  with  success.  Had  the  enemy  known  of  our  exposure,  he 
ipight,  by  a  flank  attadk,  have  caused  us  terrible  loss.  But  G^eral  Grant 
was  probably  aware  that  the  afliighted  enemy,  rushing  southward  by  roads 
nearly  parallel,  and  seeking  the  protection  of  new  ramparts,  was  in  no 
mood  to  tarry  for  a  fight.  Indeed,  it  soon  became  manifest  that  General 
Lee  was  pushing  with  all  vigor  for  the  intrenchments  of  Bidimond. 

Early  on  Monday  morning,  May  23,  the  patriot  army  resumed  its 
march,  and  before  night  reached  the  North  Anna  Biver,  near  a  place  called 
Jericho  Mills.  The  rebels  were  found  at  that  point,  strongly  posted, 
ready  to  dispute  the  passage.  General  Hancock,  who  led  the  advance, 
opened  his  batteries  upon  the  rebel  works,  while,  at  the  same  time,  his 
troops  gallantly  charged  the  foe.  There  was  another  short,  fiery  battle. 
As  usual,  the  patriots  were  the  victors.  The  rebels  were  driven  from  their 
intrenchments  and  across  the  stream.  The  victors  closely  followed  them. 
Before  dark  our  army  was  astride  the  North  Anna.  Tuesday  the  army 
crossed  to  the  southern  shore.  Then  advancing  southerly,  they  moved  to 
the  Virginia  Central  Bailroad,  which  is  only  two  miles  from  Jericho  Ford. 
The  army  crossed  at  several  points,  and  though  the  enemy  made  consider- 
able resistance,  they  were  speedily  swept  firom  their  works.  The  current 
of  the  stream  was  swift,  and  the  banks  precipitous,  especially  upon  the 
southern  side,  where  they  were  fringed  with  woods  and  underbrush.  There 
was  a  loss  of  about  a  thousand  men  in  crossing  this  stream,  the  loss  of  the 
enemy  being  equally  great. 

On  Wednesday  morning,  the  25th,  the  whole  army  was  in  good  position 
on  the  south  side  of  the  North  Anna.  A  new  base  of  supplies  was  estab* 
lished  at  Port  Boyal,  on  the  Bappahannock,  about  thirty  miles  below 
Fredericksbui!g.    Our  line  now  extended  four  miles  firom  the  North  Anna, 
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feeing  weeL  The  rebels  were  on  a  parallel  line,  a  few  mileB  weefc  of  tu^ 
strongly  intrenched,  with  their  right  protected  by  the  riyer,  and  their  left 
by  a  moraes.  A  reconnoJHflance  ehowed  that  their  works  could  not '  be 
carried  without  great  ^ughter.  General  Grant,  therefore,  resolved  to  dm- 
lodge  the  enemy  by  another  of  those  flank  mov^tnents  which  he  had  already 
twice  so  successfully  accomplished. 

Under  cover  of'  a  strong  demonstration  against  the  foe,  (hi  Thursday 
evening,  the  26th,  he  recrossed  the  North  Anna,  and  marched  rapidly  down 
its  northern  bank  towards  the  Pamtmkey.  General  Hancock  protected  the 
rear  of  the  line  of  march,  while  a  numerous  body  of  skirmishers  prevented 
the  foe  from  gaining  any  knowledge  of  the  movement.  These  soldiers,  of 
tireless  energy,  under  their  iron  commands,  pressed  alcmg  all  Thursday 
night,  and  at  nine  o'clock  Friday  morning  took  possession  of  Hanover 
Ferry,  on  the  Pamimkey  River,  having  marched  a  distance  of  over  twenty 
miles.  They  were  now  but  sixte^i  miles  from  Richmond.  The  White 
House  on  the  Pamunkey  was  made  the  new  base  of  supplies.  This  d6p6t, 
but  sixteen  miles  distant,  was  accessible  by  transports  and  gunboats  as- 
cending the  York  River,  entirely  beyond  the  reach  of  any  annoyance  fr'om 
the  rebels.  The  ability  displayed  by  General  Grant  in  tiiis  series  of  flank 
movements,  by  which  he  deprived  the  rebels  of  all  aid  from  their  elabo- 
rately constructed  intrenchments,  and  the  corresponding  change  of  his  base 
of  supplies,  by  which  he  rendered  his  lines  of  communication  perfectly 
secure,  developed  military  ability  of  the  highest  oivder.  The  country  began 
to  feel  that  at  last  we  had  found  a  general  worthy  to  lead  our  armies. 
The  troops  had  not  taken  their  new  position  at  Hanovertown  before  trans- 
ports laden  with  supplies  were  already  on  the  way  towards  the  new  base 
of  supplies  at  the  White  House. 

All  day  on  Friday,  May  27th,  the  army  was  still  in  motion,  advancing 
towards  Richmond,  taking  commanding  positions,  and  bringing  up  the 
rear.  By  Saturday  morning  the  patriot  troops  were  in  secure  possession 
of  the  ground  they  occupied.  They  had  travelled  twenty-five  miles  since 
Thm^sday  night.  General  Grant  seemed  to  have  command  of  the  rebel 
troops  as  well  as  of  his  own;  for  they. were  compelled,  at  his  bidding,  to 
abandon  their  intrenchments,  and  to  move  in  accordance  with  his  move- 
ment^ General  Lee  had  hurried  along,  and  had  endeavored  to  obstruct 
their  pa^thy  by  throwing  himself  across  their  line  of  march  at  Hanover 
Court-QousfQ. 

General  Grant's  rule  seemed  to  be  to  march  all  night  and  fight  all  day. 
Saturday,  the  troops  were  pushed  forward  to  find  the  enemy.  He  was  soon 
found,  and,  for  a  few  hours,  there  was  a  hot  conflict  of  ii^antiy,  artilleiy, 
and  cavalry,  in  which  the  rebels  were  driven  from  the  field,  leaving  many 
of  their  dead  and  wounded  in  our  hands.  The  reader  is  not  to  suppose 
that  in  these  movements  the  army  advanced  in  a  concentrated  mass.  Their 
lines,  pressing  forward  by  different  roads,  spread  over  a  vast  extent  df 
coxmtry,  often  ten  or  fifteen  miles  in  vridt^;  indeed,  the  baggage-train  of 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  would  fill  a  single  road  sixty  miles  in  length. 

On  Sunday,  the  29th,  the  whole  army,  with  all  its  baggage,  was  acroes 
the  Pamunkey,  moving  cautiously  towards  the  southwest,  anticipating  an 
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attack  from  General  Lee.  Ko  general  attack  Was  made,  though  through* 
out  the  daj  there  was  ahnost  an  incessant  series  of  skirmishes,  and  both 
armiee  prepared  themselves  for  a  general  battle*  About  noon,  the  rebels, 
in  attempting  to  get  into  the  rear  of  our  army,  brought  on  a  brisk  engage- 
ment, in  which  the  enemy  was  driven  back  with  loss.  Gfenjsral  Hancock 
dashed  upon  the  enemy's  skirmish  line  and  captured  their  rifle-pits. 

Annoyed  by  this  discomfiture,  the  rebels  made  a  desperate  midnight 
aesaolt,  hoping  to  dislodge  the  patriots.  They  were,  however,  repulsed, 
after  a  severe  conflict,  and  several  hundred  prisoners  were  left  in  our 
hands.  On  Tuesday  our  whole  line  made  an  advance,  crowding  the  enemy, 
and  challenging  him  to  battle.  The  rebel  papers  began  now  to  confess 
that  General  Grant,  whom  hitherto  they  had  affected  to  despise,  had 
manifested  some  military  ability.  Indeed,  any  man  acquainted  with  the 
annals  of  war,  must  pronounce  this  campaign  of  General  Grant  one  of  the 
most  wonderful  on  record. 

On  Wednesday  morning,  June  Ist,  the  enemy  seemed  to  have  resolved 
to  drive  the  patriots  out  from  Gold  Harbor,  while  General  Sheridan  was 
ordered  to  hold  the  position  at  all  hazards.  Some  desperate  fighting 
ensued,  in  which  the  enemy  was  oompletdy  repulsed  by  Sheridan's 
dismounted  cavahy,  fighting  with  carbines.  Fighting  and  marching 
were  going  on  all  day.  The  Sixth  and  Eighteenth  Corps,  after  an  ex- 
tremely  severe  march  of  twenty-five  miles,  formed  briskly  in  line  of 
battle,  apparently  as  ready  to  meet  the  foe  as  if  they  had  just  come  from 
a  warm  breakfast  after  refreshing  sleep.  The  Eighteentii  Corps,  under 
Greneral  Smith,  found  itself  &cing  a  strong  body  of  the  rebels  posted  in  a 
pine  grove.  Li  front  there  was  a  ploughed  field,  over  half  a  mile  wide. 
Devens's  Brigade,  and  Eicketts's  of  the  Sixth,  rushed  across  this  open  field 
on  a  full  run,  exposed  to  a  murderous  fire,  swept  resistlessly  over  the  rebel 
intrenchments,  capturing  their  first  line  <^  riflb-pits  and  six  hundred 
prisoners.  In  this  heroic  charge,  Drake's  Brigade,  which  was  in  the 
advance,  was  sadly  cut  up.  During  the  night  the  rebels  made  desperate 
attempts  to  regain  their  lost  position,  but  in  every  assault  were  repelled* 
In  tms  confiict  we  lost  two  thousand.  As  the  rebels  fought  frt)m  behind 
intrenchments,  their  loss  was  probably  very  much  less.  Our  line  now 
extended  in  a  direction  nearly  northwest  and  southeast,  from  Bethesda 
Church  to  Cold  Harbor.  This  latter  place,  like  many  of  our  Southern 
towns  or  villages  as  seai  upon  the  maps,  is  nothing  but  an  old  tavern  at 
the  junction  of  two  roads.  Bethesda  Church,  at  the  other  extremity  of 
the  line,  eight  miles  distant,  was  also  a  dilapidated  bam-like  structure, 
standing  alone.  All  along  this  line,  at  intervals  during  the  day,  there 
was  desperate  fighting.  As  the  enemy  made  many  charges,  their  loss 
could  not  have  been*  less  than  our  own,  which  was  about  one  thousand. 
On  the  whole,  the  result  of  the  day's  fighting  was  in  favor  of  the  ITnion 
army.  It  secured  its  position  at  Cold  Harbor,  which  commanded  the 
divergent  roads. 

On  Wednesday  night,  and  through  fioods  of  rain  on  Thursday,  prep^ 
arations  were  made  for  a  general  assault  upon  the  rebel  line&  Large 
bodies  of  troops  were  massed  at  important  points.    There  were  sevenil 
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minor  battles  thronghont  the  day,  as  the  patriots  fought  their  way  to  the 
positions  they  wished  to  assume.  On  Friday  morning  onr  compact  line 
extended  from  Tolapotomoy  Creek,  through  Cold  Harbor,  to  the  Chicka- 
hominy.  Every  thing  being  arranged  for  the  grand  assault,  at  four 
o'clock  in  the  morning  the  skirmish^^  moved  forward,  and  a  terrific  fire 
almost  instantaneously  burst  forth  from  each  of  the  hostile  lines.  Ajt 
various  points  our  troops  made  impetuous  charges.  The  gallantry  of  the 
divisions  of  Gibbon  and  Barlow  was  never  surpassed.  In  the  face  of  shot 
and  shell,  which  came  almost  as  thick  as  a  blinding  snowHstorm,  thej 
swept  up  a  broad  acclivity,  drove  the  rebels  imder  Breckinridge  Grom  tb« 
commanding  summit,  and  bleeding,  and  almost  breathless,  with  loud  and 
exultant  cheers,  planted  the  Stars  and  Stripes.  But  scarcely  had  its  fcdds 
been  opened  to  the  breeze,  when  enfilading  batteries  swept  them  with  a 
murderous  fire,  and  a  second  line  of  the  rebels  was  hurled  upon  their  deci- 
mated and  exhausted  ranks.  Thus  assailed  in  fiank  and  rear,  they  were 
compelled  to  withdraw.  They  took,  however,  with  them  a  secession  flag 
and  three  hundred  prisoners.  Heroically  they  retired  but  a  few  paces, 
when  they  threw  up  some  hurried  intrenchments,  and  maintained  a  pod- 
tion  for  the  rest  of  the  day  within  fifty  yards  of  the  rebel  ramparts. 

All  day  long  the  unintermitted  roar  of  battle  was  continued.  Cloudfl 
of  cavalry  swept  the  plains.  Squadrons  of  artillery  moved  to  and  fro,  now 
ftt)m  this  point,  now  from  that,  opening  with  almost  miraculous  rapidity 
their  tremendous  fire.  Here  long  lines  of  infantry,  and  there  dense  and 
solid  masses,  rushed  forward  into  the  death-storm,  with  cries  which  rose 
loud  and  shrill  above  the  thunder  of  the  battle.  The  savage  yell  of  the 
rebel  was  ever  distinguishable  from  the  cheer  of  the  patriot.  The  car- 
nage on  both  sides  was  severe.  Our  whole  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing,  was  but  little  less  than  seven  thousand.  Though  we  gained 
several  important  positions  and  lost  none,  we  failed  in  our  attempt  to 
drive  the  enemy  across  the  Chickahominy.  They  were  found  so  firmly 
intrenched  that  it  was  manifest  that  they  could  not  be  forced  fix>m  thdr 
works  except  at  too  great  a  sacrifice  of  human  Ufe. 

Saturday  morning,  June  4th,  found  the  patriot  line  facing  the  ramparts 
of  the  enemy,  at  many  points  separated  fix>m  them  by  the  distance  of  but 
a  few  yards.  Thus  exposed,  all  hands  who  could  be  spared  were  bosy 
throwing  up  intrenchments,  while  an  incessant  fire  from  sharpshooters 
and  artillery  was  kept  up  all  the  day.  About  nine  o'clock  on  Saturday 
night  the  rebels  attempted  a  surprise  by  a  desperate  assault  upon  Han- 
cock's Division  on  our  extreme  left.  They  were,  however,  repulsed  with 
severe  loss. 

Sunday  came,  introducing  another  day  of  hard  work  in  the  trenches 
and  with  the  musket.  Not  a  head  or  a  hand  could  be  exposed  on  either 
side  but  it  was  struck  instantly  by  the  bullet  of  a  sharpshooter.  The 
whole  region  became  literally  honey-combed  with  rifle-pits,  trenches,  and 
ramparts.  These  works  were  constructed  under  a  continuous  fire  of 
musketry  and  artillery.  With  the  night,  which  came  on  dark  and  foggy? 
the  battle-storm  died  away.  There  were  a  few  hours  of  silence,  both 
parties  sleeping  on  their  arms  ready  to  repel  attack.    A  little  before  mid- 
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njglit  ibe  enemy,  in  immmiift  mtnnfiij  oneiged  ifleDtly  firom  their  breast- 
works.  AdyaDcuig  with  cantion  until  they  enconnt^red  our  picket  Hne^ 
they  rufihed  forward  with  loud  cheers,  at  the  same  time  opening  a  heavy 
fire  of  artillery  and  mortars.  In  an  instant  onr  well-trained  yeterans 
were  at  their  posts.  Adeadly  volley  of  musketry  staggered  the  advancing 
line.  Several  batteries  instantly  flashed  fiuth  grape  and  canister,  and  the 
assailants,  disordered  and  broken,  fled  in  wild  rout  back  to  their  ramparts, 
leaving  more  than  a  thousand  of  their  wounded  and  slain  strewed  upcMi 
the  ground.  Thid  incessant  battie  was  continued  all  day  Monday  and 
Tuesday,  each  party  endeavoring  to  strengthen  its  position,  and  to  drive 
the  other  fix>m  some  important  point.  At  midnight  on  Tuesday,  the 
rebels  made  another  of  Uieir  desperate  assaults  upon  Bumside's  Corps, 
and  again  they  were  decisively  repulsed  with  great  slaughter.  Wednes- 
day, the  8th,  though  a  day  of  comparative  quiet,  witnessed  brisk  skirmish- 
ing, with  repeated  exchanges  of  artillery  fire.  The  next  tiiree  days  were 
employed  in  intrenching,  in  sending  out  reoonnoiasances  on  both  sides, 
which  led  to  several  brief  but  severe  conflicts.  At  the  same  time,  General 
Grant  was  engaged  in  secret  preparations  to  make  another  flank  move- 
ment, by  which,  descending  the  Chickahominy,  he  might  cross  botii  that 
river  and  the  James,  and  again  throw  himself  in  the  rear  of  Lee's  army. 

It  was  an  important  object  with  General  Grant,  not  merely  to  capture 
Hichmond,  but  also  to  prevent  the  escape  of  Lee's  army  into  the  Carolinas 
and  Georgia,  where  at  great  disadvantage  it  would  have  to  be  fought 
again.  In  preparation  for  another  change  in  the  base  of  supplies  to  the 
JTames  Biver,  on  Friday  the  railroad  was  torn  up  between  the  White 
House  and  the  Chickahominy.  On  Sunday,  June  12th,  the  army  com- 
menced tills  momentous  march.  With  consummate  skill,  boldness,  and 
prudence,  the  men  were  marched  fix>m  their  intrenchments,  whidi  for 
miles  lay  under  the  enemy's  guns,  and,  pressing  forward  night  and  day, 
accomplished  the  perilous  adventure  in  perfect  safety.  On  Tuesday  the 
James  River  was  crossed,  and  this  astonishing  feat  was  consummated. 
Onr  forces  had  moved  out  from  intrenchments  in  many  places  within  fifty 
yards  of  the  ramparts  of  the  enemy.  Accomplishing  a  march  of  fifty- 
five  miles,  they  had  crossed  the  Chickahominy  and  the  James  River,  hstd 
thrown  themselves  into  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  and  had  surprised  Petersburg. 
All  this  they  had  done  in  the  face  of  a  vigilant  enemy,  almost  one  hun- 
dred thousand  strong,  and  without  the  loss  of  a  wagon  or  a  gun.  A  few 
skirmishers  only  had  been  lost  upon  the  march. 

This  rapid  and  successful  movement  of  an  army  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  men,  in  the  presence  of  so  formidable  an  enemy,  is  one  of 
the  marvels  of  war.  This  vast  army,  infantry,  artillery,  cavalry,  and 
baggage-train,  in  a  continuous  line  of  march,  would  fill  any  one  road,  to 
its  utmost  capacity,  for  a  distance  of  nearly  one  hundred  miles.  '  In  this 
march  they  crowded  all  the  public  roads,  and  cross-roads,  and  wood-paths, 
through  a  wide  r^on.  Divisions  often  marched  ten  or  fifteen  miles  to  gain 
five  mUes  in  advance.  Through  swamps,  and  dust,  and  blazing  sunlight, 
and  midnight  darkness,  they  pressed  on  till  the  enterprise  was  triumphs 
antiy  achieved. 
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On  Wednesday  morning,  the  16ih,  the  Eighteenth  Corps,  which  had 
arrived  at  Bermuda  Hundred,  where  General  Butler  was  intrenched, 
crossed  the  Appomattox  to  the  south  shore,  and  started  for  Petersburg. 
Soon  after  daylight,  Kautz's  cavahy,  which  was  in  the  advance,  encoimtered 
the  rebels.  A  brisk  engagement  eiisued,  in  which  the  colored  regiments 
with  great  gallantry  carried  the  enemy's  works,  and  capturing  one  of  their 
guns,  turned  it  upon  the  retreating  foe.  A  line  of  battle  was  soon  formed 
in  front  of  the  strong  intrenchments  of  tl^e  rebels.  Just  at  sunset  the 
order  was  given  for  the  charge.  The  whole  line  rushed  forward,  in  the 
fece  of  a  deadly  fire,  swept  the  rifle-pits  of  the  foe,  clambered  the  ram- 
parts, and  put  the  rebels  to  flight,  capturing  jfrom  them  sixteen  guns,  a 
battle-flag,  and  three  hundred  prisoners.  The  outer  line  of  defences  were 
thus  taken,  and  the  Union  troops  were  now  within  two  miles  of  Petersburg. 
The  enemy  was  alarmed  in  view  of  their  loss,  and  while  during  the  night 
fresh  Union  troops  were  urged  forward  to  hold  the  important  position,  he 
made  desperate  but  unavailing  endeavors  to  regain  the  ground. 

The  rebels  were  now  thoroughly  awake  to  their  danger.  Lee's  army 
in  hot  haste  ruslied  through  Kichmond,  crossed  the  James,  and  by  the  rail- 
road hurried  to  Petersburg.  The  rebels  in  front  of  General  Butler,  at 
Permuda  Hundred,  in  their  eagerness  to  save  Petersburg,  abandoned  their 
intrenchments,  and  General  Terry  pushed  forward,  seized  the  vacated 
works,  and  then  boldly  ^vancing,  destroyed  two  miles  of  the  railroad 
between  Eichmond  and  Petersburg.  The  whole  of  Lee's  army  was  press- 
ing down  upon  Petersburg,  and  the  enemy  soon  appeared  in  such  strength 
that  General  Terry's  forces  were  compelled  to  retire.  They,  however,  in- 
flicted such  damage  upon  the  road  as  to  interrupt  for  a  day  the  passage 
of  the  rebel  army. 

Petersburg  was  found  to  be  surrounded  with  very  formidable  triple 
lines  of  intrenchments,  into  which,  the  rebel  army  crowded  so  rapidly  and 
in  such  numbers,  that  notwithstanding  repeated  and  most  gallant  assaults, 
it  was  impossible  to  carry  them.  The  roar  of  battle  was  almost  uninter- 
mitted  during  the  whole  of  Thursday,  and  the  patriot  loss  amounted  to 
nearly  two  thousand  men.  The  loss  of  the  rebels,  fighting  from  behind 
their  intrenchments,  was  probably  much  less.  Notwithstanding  the  repulse 
of  Thursday,  at  four  o'clock  on  Friday  morning  the  patriots  renewed  the 
assault.  An  impetuous  charge  was  made  by  General  Griffin's  Brigade  on 
a  portion  of  the  rebel  line,  which  was  brilliantly  successful.  The  gaUant 
assailants  drove  the  rebels  from  their  position,  and  captured  a  stand  of 
colors,  six  guns,  and  four  hundred  men.  During  the  whole  day  the  battle 
raged,  with  occasional  lulls,  and  at  night  General  Burnside  was  Mdthin  a 
mile  and  a  half  of  the  city.  From  his  position  he  tlirew  a  few  shells  into 
the  streets,  awful  portents  of  the  approaching  storm. 

During  Friday  night  the  rebels  made  the  most  desperate  endeavors  to 
i«gain  the  ground  which  General  Burnside  had  taken,  and  finally  suc- 
ceeded, capturing  two  hundred  prisoners  and  losing  as  many  more.  This 
oonfiict,  though  brief,  was  terrible,  deadly,  and  desperate.  The  combatanti 
fought  across  the  breastworks,  often  in  a  hand-to-hand  stru^Ie.  Early  the 
oext  day  the  fighting  was  resumed,  and  continued  with  intermissions  until 
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night.  Arrangements  were  made  for  a  desperate  assault  upon  the  enemy's 
whole  extended  line  at  the  first  dawn  of  day.  But  in  the  night  the  rebels 
retreated  fi*om  their  outer  line  of  works,  and  sought  a  stronger  position  in 
an  inner  series  of  defences.  It  was  necessary  to  reconnoitre  this  line.  This 
was  done  through  a  series  of  sharp  skirmishes,  which  often  rose  almost  to 
the  grandeur  of  a  pitched  battle.  Some  of  the  charges  made  by  our  troops 
upon  the  rebel  lines  were  subHme  in  darii^yand  the  carnage  was  dreadfoL 
When  night  came,  the  patriots  rested  fifbm  their  toils,  not  having  succeeded 
in  penetrating  the  strong  ramparts  of  the  foe.  During  the  four  days  of 
almost  incessant  battle  which  had  now  passed,  we  had  lost  not  less  than 
ten  thousand  men  in  killed  and  wounded. 

During  the  three  subsequent  days  there  was  frequent  skirmishing,  often 
furious  cannonading,  but  no  decisive  action.  Under  a  flag  of  truce,  the 
dead  were  buried,  and  the  wounded  carried  off,  fi*om  between  the  lines. 
A  few  shells  were  thrown  into  the  city.  It  had  become  evident  that  the 
rebel  intrenchments  were  too  strong  to  be  carried  by  direct  assault.  And 
now,  in  good  earnest,  commenced  the  si^e  of  Petersbuig  and  Bichmond. 


CHAPTER    XL. 

THB    XABOH    FROM    SAVANNAH    TO    GOLDSBOBO*. 

(IkYiBi  Jtmmtj  to  AprO,  ISA) 

FAxm  or  SATAnriB.— Subbbtdkb  op  CHABLmov.— Babbabitt  of  Whxblbb's  Catalbt.— 

ElUPATBIOK^S  ThBBATBNID  BBTALIAnOH.— PIOTUBEBQUB  ObOUP. — Ck>LUMBIA  SURBBNDERBD.^* 

OovrLAGBATiOK. — Tbe  Oontbabahds. — ^HuxAinTr  OF  Gevebal  Shbbman. — ^Battlb  op  Arm- 

BT8B0B0\ — ^PbKIL  OF    GbVBBAL   SHBBMAIT. — ^BPnCT  OF  fHB  NBW8  OP  LEO'S  SUBBBVMOL^- 
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When  General  Sherman  entered  Savannah,  be  fonnd  the  city  filled 
with  refugees  from  the  interior  of  the  State.  As  the  victorions  legions 
had  steadily  advanced  towards  the  doomed  city,  the  roads  in  advance  of 
the  army  were  thronged  with  the  inhabitants,  rich  and  poor,  young  and 
old,  jostling  each  other,  in  their  haste  to  enter  the  fortified  town.  The 
negroes  alone  remained  behind,  ever  eager  to  welcome  the  Union  troops. 
The  crowded  state  of  the  city  had  aknost  created  a  fiunine  before  the 
conqueror  rode  into  its  streets. 

The  first  care  of  General  Sherman  was  to  feed  his  starving  foes.  As 
fur  as  possible,  all  the  needy  were  supplied  with  army  rations,  until  Korth- 
em  charity  sent  to  them  ship-loads  of  the  necessaries  of  life.  The  Union 
army  remained  for  nearly  a  month  in  Savannah,  resting  and  preparing  for 
anoUier  march.  In  anticipation  of  the  general  advance,  the  Seventeenth 
Oorps  was  sent,  under  General  Blair,  to  seize  a  point  on  the  Charleston 
Bailroad  near  Pocotaligo  Creek.  The  enterprise  was  accomplished  in  spite 
of  the  stubborn  resistance  of  the  rebel  garrison  stationed  there.  ' 

"  When  the  sun  turns  north,''  said  General  Sherman, "  I  shall  turn  with 
it."  Early  in  January  the  movement  towards  Kichmond  was  commenced. 
General  Sherman,  with  the  right  wing  of  the  army,  marched  to  join 
General  Blair  at  Beaufort.  The  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  under  General 
Howard,  ascended  the  Coosawatchie,  marching  along  its  western  banks. 
The  left  wing,  under  General  Slocum,  consisting  of  the  Fourteenth  and 
Sixteenth  Corps,  moved  by  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Savannah  Biver. 
Just  as  the  army  conmienced  its  mardi,  one  of  those  long  rain-storms,  so 
common  at  the  South  during  the  winter  months,  set  in,  swelling  the  rivers 
to  torrents,  and  flooding  the  whole  country.  This  caused  such  a  delay 
that  it  was  not  until  the  1st  of  February  that  the  left  wing  commenced  its 
inarch  along  the  Georgia  Central  Bailroad.  General  Sherman  kept  all 
his  movements  so  concealed,  that  he  usually  appeared  where  least  expect- 
ed. The  rebels  knew  not  where  the  impending  blow  was  to  fall — ^whether 
upon  Augusta,  or  Charleston,  or  Columbia.      They  were  therefore  com^ 
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pelled  to  scatter  their  foroes.  Yet  General  Sherman  moved  in  such  lines 
that  he  could  at  an j  time  concentrate  his  army,  and  strike  at  any  point  he 
pleased. 

The  organization  of  the  army  was  essentially  the  same  as  heretofore. 
General  Howard,  with  the  corps  of  Blair  and  Lc^an,  led  the  right  wing. 
General  Slocum,  with  the  corps  of  Davis  and  Williams,  held  the  left. 
General  Kilpatrick,  who  was  responsible  to  General  Sherman  alone,  com* 
manded  the  cavalry.  The  left  wing,  moving  up  the  Savannah  Baver, 
threatened  Angosta.  The  right  wing  directed  its  march  towards  Beaufort, 
menacing  Charleston.  The  rebels  had  considerable  forces  in  both  of  these 
places.  It  was  not  contemplated  to  attack  either.  General  Sherman's 
strategy  would  gain  one  or  both  without  a  fight. 

As  soon  as  the  Union  army  crossed  the  Savannah  Biver  and  entered 
South  Carolina,  a  hitherto  undeveloped  spirit  of  vengeance  inspired  the 
troops.  South  Carolina  was  the  nursery  of  the  treason  which  was  deluging 
oar  land  in  blood.  The  South  Carolinian  journals  and  public  speakers  had 
rendered  themselves  universally  obnoxious,  by  the  bitterness  and  the 
insolence  of  their  tirades  against  the  National  Government,  and  against 
the  men  and  the  institutions  of  the  Korth. 

The  cotmtry,  after  leaving  Savannah,  was  for  some  distance  but  a  vast 
lowland  plain.  Large  plantations,  with  their  surroundings  of  negro  huts, 
fringed  tiie  road.  The  cultivated  lands  were  almost  invariably  bordeied 
by  dark  pine  forests,  whose  evergreen  heads  were  festooned  with  the 
cypress  and  wild-vine,  and  garlands  of  hanging  moss.  Kot  far  distant 
could  almost  invariably  be  found  the  gloomy  swamp,  where  wild-fowl, 
serpents,  and  alligators  revelled  in  undisturbed  repose.  These  dismal  mias- 
matic swamps,  over  which  forever  waves  the  fuuOTeal  pall  of  pendent  moss, 
abound  along  nearly  the  whole  coast  of  South  Carolina  from  Savannah  to 
Charleston.  The  swamps  across  which  our  armies  had  to  force  their  march 
were  often  six  miles  in  width.  The  army  left  in  its  track  but  an  expanse 
of  smouldering  ruin. 

The  rebel  Hardee,  acting  upon  the  supposition  that  General  Sherman 
was  marching  upon  Charleston,  made  the  l^lkehatchie  Biver  his  chief  line 
of  defence.  The  rebel  Wheeler,  with  his  cavalry,  had  been,  for  some  tune 
before  General  Sherman's  advance,  riding  up  and  down  the  river-banks^ 
destroying  boats,  burning  bridges,  felling  trees,  and  adopting  all  othef 
possible  measures  to  obstruct  the  progress  of  the  Union  army.  At  all 
probaUe  points  of  crossing  rebel  troops  were  stationed,  both  infantry 
and  artOlery.  But  by  the  combined  energies  of  skilftd  strategy  and  hard 
fighting,  the  passage  of  the  river  was  effected  at  Whipple  Swamp.  The 
rebels  were  put  to  flight,  and  they  retreated  across  the  Edisto  Biver.  The 
whole  army  now  pressed  forward  to  Branchville.  To  deceive  the  enemy, 
a  small  force  was  sent  to  menace  Charleston.  The  railroad  was  struck 
both  above  and  below  Branchville,  and  thus  that  very  important  centre, 
from  which  Augusta,  Charleston,  and  Columbia  could  be  alike  threatened, 
was  almost  surrounded.  Beauregard,  who  was  in  command  at  that  point, 
hastily  evacuated  the  post,  and  retreated  towards  Ccdumbia.  Charleston 
was  tlius  left  helpless.    Our  army  could  sweep  down  the  railroad  track, 
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tind  take  the  dtybj  Btorm,  or,  by  oBtdng  otf  all  itA  Bupplies,  speecKly  starve 
jt  into  Btutender.    Gapitidatioii  henee  becaxhe  ineviti^le.    On  the  lOtib  o^ 
February,  the  city  which  ^  had  bo  long  been  the  hot-bed  of  treason  and. 
rebellion,  was  compelled  to  strike  die  Confederate  flag^  and  raise  the  Stars 
and  Stripes.  ' 

The  fall  of  Charleston  gave  great  satisfaction  to  the  whole  commn- 
nity.  The  insolence  of  the  South  Carolinian  rebels,  and  their  banghty 
assumption  of  superiority  over  the  rest  of  the  world,  had  di^usted  even  the 
Confederates.  Neither  Georgiaus  noi'  North  Carolinians  attempted  to  con- 
ceal the  pleasure  with  which  they  saw  South  Carolina  humbled.  But  such 
a  series  of  wonderful  victories  as  W^re  now  accompanying  the  National 
arms  was  eclipsed,  and  almost  forgotten,  in  the  brilliance  of  the  events^ 
Which  rapidly  followed. 

As  our  troops  entered  the  ill-fated  city,  which  for  years  had  been 
writhing  under  die  chastisement  of  the  National  arms;  the  spectacle 
presented  was  impressive  and  solemn  beyond  the  power  of  words  to  express. 
A  wasting  conflagration  had  laid  a  large  portion  of  the  once  beautiM 
oity  in  ashes.  A  terrific  bombardment,  by  such  missiles  of  war  as  never 
before  were  hurled,  had  spread  indescribable  devastation  far  and  wide. 
Houses,  churches,  lolig  ranges  of  stores,  were  utterly  demolished.  The  few 
inhabitants  who  remained  in  the  limits  of  the  town  were  huddled  together 
in  the  outddrts,  beyond  the  reach  of  the  bombardment  of  our  batteries  and 
gunboats.  Weeds  choked  the  streets  and  avenues.  The  crime  of 
Charleston  had  been  great,  and  correspondingly  great  had  been  her  pun- 
ishment. Thousands  of  negroes  had  been  gathered  into  the  city  from  die 
plantations  for  leagues  around,  to  prevent  their  escaping  to  the  Union 
army.  These  poor  people  here,  a^  everywhere  ebe,  welcomed  the  Na- 
tional  troops  with  extravagant  testimonials  of  gratitude  and  joy. 

The  foragers,  or,  as  they  were  sometimes  called,  stnoke-house  rangers, 
or  bummers,  constituted  4  very  important  element  g£  the  army.  It  watf 
their  mission  to  sweep  the  country  in  all  directions  for  food  and  forage. 
They  were  generally  mounted  upon  mules,  without  saddles,  upon  whose 
backs  they  could  bind  their  burdens.  They  went  in  squads,  sufficiently 
powerful  to  repel  atiy  sm^  foroe  of  the  enemy.  Indeed,  at  times  these 
bands  would  concentrate  and  attack  the  foe  with  most  desperate  valor. 
As  the  army  was  approaching  Medway,  a  bummer  galloped  up  to  General 
Howard,  and  ibouted —  ' 

^^  I  say,  general,  the  bummers  have  taketf  the  railroad,  and  are  in  line 
of  batUe  to  hold  it.    If  you'll  only  hurry  up,  I  reckon  well  keep  it." 

1?he  general  did  ^^  hurry  up,''  and  helped  disperse  quite  a  formidable 
pjftce  of  Wheeler's  caralry.  Tbese  bummers  became  wonderfully  sagacious 
in  discovering  where  cattle  were  concealed,  or  where  edibles  or  valuables 
of  any  kind  had  been  buried.  It  is  said  diat  generally  they  applied  the 
totch  to  the  stCM^oiuses  which  diey  had  emptied :  thus  smouldering  ruins 
were  left  in  the  track  of  tiiftt  great  army  whidi  the  rebeUion  had  called 
into  being. 

As  soon  as  General  Sherman  had  fairly  brought  up  his  troops  to  the 
line  of  railroad  which  runs  from  Augusta  to  Charleston,  leaving  Augusta 
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nnasaailBd  upon  his  left,  he  ordered  his  army  to  press  rapidlj  forward  due 
north  to  Orangeburg.  This  town  was  <m  the  east  bank  of  the  North 
Edisto  Biver,  on  the  direct  road  to  Columbia,  and  about  sixteen  miles  from 
Branchyille.  A  bridge  cross^  the  fldis^o  at  the  city.  Behind  this  bridge 
the  rebek  made  a  stand,  having  a  battery  in  position,  well  protected  by 
earthworks.  General  Giles  A.  Smith,  who  led  die  advance,  fell  upon  theia 
in  a  very  gallant  .assault.  The  rebels,  driven  from  the  bridge,  fought 
foriously  behind  their  parapiat.  Generals  Mow^r  fu^d  Force,  while  the 
battle  was  raging,  crossed  their  divisions  two  miles  lower  down  on  pon- 
toons. When  the  rebels  saw  the  Union  banners  on  their  own  side  of  the 
gtream,  rapidly  approaching  on  th^ir  flank,  they  abandoned  every  thin^, 
and  fled  precipitately  to  Columbia.  . 

Orangeburg  was  a  pretty  place,  containing  a  population  of  about  two 
thousand.  It  was  built  on  a  gentle  swell  o(  land,  the  first  which  had  been 
encountered  junce  leaving  SavannaL  It  was  but  ninety  miles  west  of 
Charleston,  on  the  railroad  to  Columbia,  and  had  been  quite  a  fashionable 
summer  retreat    A  correspondent  accompanying  the  army  writes : — 

"  When  I  reached  the  city  it  was  in  flames.  Our  men  say  that  thciy 
found  several  houses,  in  which  cotton  was  stored,  on  fire  when  diey  entered 
it.  Be  this  as  it  may,  the  whole  town  was  soon  in  flames,  and,  by  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  one  heap  of  ashes. 

^^  The  tasteM  churches,  with  their  tall  steeples,  and  about  fifty  private 
houses,  alone  escaped.  A  large  amount  of  cotton  was  also  consumed.  It 
was  a  sad  sight,  next  morning,  to  witness  the  smoking  ruins  of  the  town — 
the  tall,  black  chimneys  looking  down  upon  it  like  funeral  mutes — ^and  to 
see  old  women  and  children,  hopeless,  hdpless,  almost  frenzied,  wandering 
amidst  the  desolation."  * 

The  army  pressed  forward  from  Orangeburg  by  different  routes  for 
Columbia.  Here  the  rebels  attempted  another  stand  to  defend  the  capital 
of  their  State.  There  was  a  small  stream  to  be  crossed,  called  the  Con* 
garee  Creek,  where  there  was  a  bridge.  On  the  south  side  of  the  bridge 
the  rebels  had  erected  a  tete  de  ponty  and  a  fort  on  the  other  side.  In 
front  of  the  bridge  there  spread  out  one  of  the  mach-dreaded  cypress 
Bwamps.  Across  this  swamp  there  was  but  one  road  to  the  bridge,  which 
was  swept  by  the  artillery  of  the  foe.  General  Charles  R.  Wood,  who 
led  the  advance,  saw  that  Inraveiy  elcme  here  would  be  of  but  little  avail 

*  "On  the  line  of  march  we  found  eighteen  of  our  focagen  murdered.  Seven  of  them  were 
{daoed  in  a  row,  mde  hj  side,  and  a  piece  of  paper  pinned  to  the  clothing  of  each,  upon  which 
was  written  ui  pencil,  *  This  is  the  way  we  treat  Kilpatrick's  thieves.*  Others  were  foimd  bj 
the  roadside  with  their  throats  cut  firom  ear  to  ear. .  Pinned  to  these  there  was  a  placard,  upon 
which  was  written,  *  South  Carolina's  greeting  to  Yankee  Vandals.* 

"General  Kilpaitrick  faamediatel/  sent  a  note,  mwler  a  flag  of  truce,  to  General  Wheeler,  sta- 
tmg  that  *  unless,  hy  sunset  of  the  23d,  satistactory  explanation  whj  this  thmg  had  been  done 
was  received,  he  would  select  from  among  Wheeler's  prisoners,  in  his  hands,  eighteen,  the  same 
number  of  men  who  had  been  murdered,  and  cause  them  to  be  executed.  Further,  that  he 
woidd  not  only  not  restrain  his  men,  but  would  eoooorage  them  to  bom  every  thing  in  his  line 
of  march,  that  not  a  living,  breathing  thing  should  show  where  such  cowardly  scoundrels  Hved.' 

"'This  brought  Wheeler  to  his  senses.  He  denied  aU  knowledge  of  the  transaction,  condemned 
it  in  the  severest  terms,  and  promised  to  turn  over  to  General  Kilpatrick  the  perpetrato/s  as  soon 
as  they  could  be  disoovdied.  The  rebel  prisoners  were  not  hanged.**«-i>.  P.  Oonffnghan^  lem 
TorkEoraUL 
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With  that  qtiiok  eye  and  prompt  judgment  which  are  essential  to  military 
snccess,  he  formed  his  plan.  Stone's  Brigade  was  sent  secretly  to  the  left. 
Working  their  way  through  an  undefended  portion  of  the  swamp,  they 
crossed  thei  stream  and  marched  dowm  upon  the  rear  of  the  rebels.  The 
foe  fled  ahnQst  without  firing  a  gun.  Thus  a  very  important  bloodless 
victory  was  gained.  »  .        .      •  . 

The  left  wing  of  the  army  pushed  directly  on  for  Winnsboro',  nearly 
thirty  miles  north  of  Columbia,  crossing  the  Saluda  at  Zion's  Church. 
Generfd  Howard,  with  the  right  wing,  crossed  the  Saluda  three  miles 
above  Columbia,  and  marched  down  upon  the  city  from  the  north.  There 
were  no  indications  of  surrender.  Columbia  is  situated  very  near  the 
junction  of  Broad  and  Saluda  Rivers,  which  by  the  union  form  the  Con- 
garee.  The  city  lies  upon  the  northeastern  bank  of  this  latter  stream. 
It  was  early  in  the  morning  of  February  16th,  when  the  army  reached  the 
banks  of  the  Congaree,  opposite  Columbia.  A  fine  bridge  had  spanned 
the  river  at  that  point;  but  the  torch  of  the  rebels  had  laid  it  in  ashes. 
Our  forces  bivouacked  on  the  western  bank  of  the  stream.  The  rebels 
were  busy  through  the  night  in  throwing  shells  across  the  river  into 
the  encampment.  It  was  observed  that  the  veteran  soldiers  paid  about  as 
much  attention  to  the  shriek  of  the  shell  as  most  persons  do  the  buzz  of 
mosquitos. 

General  Logan  selected  a  narrow  portion  of  the  river,  where  he  sent 
some  men  across  in  boats,  while  others  drove  off  the  rebel  pickets.  The 
spectacle  which  was  presented  in  the  morning  was  one  of  rare  loveliness. 
The  sun  had  risen  cloudless,  ushering  in  one  of  the  most  beautiful  of 
spring  days.  The  tranquil  waters  of  the  river,  the  luxuriant  groves,  the 
house-tops,  spires,  and  domes  of  the  doomed  city  were  all  bathed  in  spark- 
ling light.  The  shadows  of  the  forest  were  spread  over  the  banks  of  the 
stream  as  the  boat  shot  across,  while  the  frequent  crack  of  the  rifle  and 
whiz  of  the  bullet  seemed  only  to  add  a  pleasurable  excitement  to  the 
scene. 

The  bluff  was  crowded  with  soldiers,  officers,  and  men,  resplendent  with 
all  the  pageantry  of  polished  weapons  and  silken  banners,  watching  eagerly 
the  labors  of  the  engineers,  as  they  placed  the  pontoons.  General  Sher- 
man was  there,  every  indi  the  soldier,  rapid  in  movement,  abrupt  in  speech, 
pacing  nervously  up  and  down,  with  an  unlighted  cigar  in  his  mouth.  Now 
he  would  sit  for  a  moment  upon  a  log,  whittling  a  stick.  His  cast-iron 
face,  though  full  of  the  expression  of  glowing  intellect,  never  betrayed  the 
thoughts  he  did  not  wish  to  utter.  An  eye-witness,  describing  this  scene, 
writes: — 

^^  Sitting  on  a  log  beside  General  Sherman  was  Howard,  reading  a 
newspaper,  and  occasionally  stopping  to  answer  some  question  of  Sher- 
man^s,  or  make  some  comment  on  some  passages. 

^^  Howard  always  looks  the  same— ^e  kind,  courteous  general,  the 
Christian  soldier. 

"  Another  of  the  group  was  Prank  P.  Blair,  with  his  strongly-marked 
features,  indicative  both  of  talent,  energy,  and  abilit;^. 
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'^  Jolm  A.  Logan,  too,  was  there,  with-luB  dark,  almost  bronzed  *conn' 

tenance,  and  fiery,  conuaanding  eye,  the  true  t^pe  of  the  dashing  general. 

.    '^  Not  least  was  General  Hazen,  the  hero  of  McAllister,  with  hk  frank, 

expressive,  and  finelj-monlded  head,  4>etokening  the  wanorhearted  ^entle- 

snan,  the  soldier  of  mind  and  brains. 

^^  Ttiese^  with  several  other  generald,  with  a  hos^  of  gi^  officers  and  or- 
derlies in  the  background,  formed  a  group  worthy  the  pencil  of  a  Itubens 
or  Vandyke,'^ 

Columbia,  the  capital  of  South  Carolina,  is  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  miles  from  Charleston  by  railway^  It  was  renowned  for  its  public 
buildings  and  its  tasteful  mansions,  which,  embowered  in  shrubbery  and 
flowers,  presented  an  aspect  of  almost  Oriental  luzury.  There  was  not, 
probably,  in  all  the  SouUi,  a  city  more  beautifully  situated,  or  one  more 
highly  embellished  with  all  the  combined  attractions  of  nature  and  art 
It  was  surrounded  by  an  almost  tropical  luxuriance  of  verdure* 

Our  troops,  having  crossed  the  river  at  varioi»  points,  were  advancing 
upon  the  city.  It  manifestly  could  not  be  defended.  As  Colonel  Stone's 
Brigade,  which  had  crossed  the  river  in  boats  and  on  rafts,  had  reached  it 
witliin  about  two  miles,  they  met  the  mayor  and  three  members  of  the 
city  council  riding  out  in  a  carriage  to  surrender  the  town.  A^  pontoon 
bridge  was  soon  laid.  General  Sherman,  with  his  leading  generals  and 
their  staffs,  forming  a  brilliant  cavalcade,  rode  into  the  subjugated  metrop- 
olis. It  was  an  hour  of  triumph,  and  of  the  most  enthusiastic  ex- 
citement. The  unrelenting  traitors  had  fled  from  the  place.  The 
long-proscribed  Cniomsts  remained.  They  received  the  National  army 
with  joy  which  no  words  can  express.  Their  wives  and  sisters  crowded 
the  windows  and  balconies,  waving  banners  and  handkerchielB.  The 
negroes  were  grouped  along  the  street,  cheering,  singing,  dancing,  in 
the  wildest  exuberance  of  delight.  They  seemed  fblly  to  comprehend  that 
the  year  of  jubilee  had  actually  come.  One  was  overheard  exclaiming, 
with  deep  emotion,  ^  At  last,  at  last,  our  saviors !" 

The  march  into. the  city  was  orderly.  Ko  plundering  or  riotous  con- 
duct on  the  part  of  the  soldiers  was  allowed.  General  Sherman  had  issued 
very  particular  orders,  that  while  all  public  property  which  could  be  use- 
ful to  the  rebel  army  was  to  be  destroyed,  no  private  property  was  to  be 
injured.  The  bright  promise  of  the  spring  morning  had  given  place  to  a 
clear,  cold,  wintry  day.  As  the  afternoon  w<»re  away,  the  wind  increased 
to  a  gale. 

General  Wade  Hampton,  who  commanded  the  rebel  rear-guard,  had 
collected  in  the  streets  all  the  cotton  which  could  be  moved,  and  had  set 
the  vast  mass  on  fire.  Bales  were  piled  everywhere,  with  the  ropes  and 
bagging  cut.  The  gale  blew  the  flaming  tufts  of  cotton,  whirling  them  in 
eddies  in  all  directions  against  the  trees  and  the  houses,  like  a  storm  of 
flakes  of  fire.  Such  a  qpectade  as  was  witnessed  when  night  came,  and 
this  fiery  storm  raged  with  ever-increasing  fury,  was  probably  never  before 
-beheld  <m  earth.  Notwithstanding  the  most  heroic  exertions  of  the  soldiers, 
the  fiaines  spread  beyond  all  controL  Generals  Sherman,  Howard,  Lo- 
gan, Wood,  and  others  were  engaged  most  of  the  night  in  the  endeavor 
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to  save  ttie  city  from  dertmctfon.  But  it  seemed  to  be  the  design  of  ProT- 
idence  that  the  rebels  should  be  permitted  to  destroy  themselves. 

^^  I  disclaim,^  says  General  Sherman,  in  hk  official  report,  ^^  on  the  part 
of  my  army,  any  agency  in  this  fire,  but,  on  the  contrary,  claim  that  we 
saved  what  of  Columbia  ]*emains  unconsumed*  And  without  hesitation  I 
charge  General  Wade  Hampton  with  having  burned  his  own  city  of 
Columbia,  not  with  a  malicious  intent,  or  as  a  manifestation  of  a  silly 
Roman  stoicism,  but  from  folly  and  want  of  sense  in  filling  it  with  lint,  cot- 
ton, and  tinder.  Our  officers  and  men  on  duty  worked  well  to  extinguish 
the  flames ;  but  others,  not  on  duty,  including  the  officers  who  had  long 
been  imprisoned  there,  rescued  by  us,  may  have  assisted  in  spreading  the 
fire  after  it  had  once  begun,  and  may  have  indulged  in  unconcealed  joy 
to  see  the  ruin  of  the  capital  of  South  Carolin*a." 

It  was  a  piti^  sight  to  look  upon.  Hen,  women,  and  children  fled 
through  the  blazing  streets,  endeavoring  to  escape  the  flames  which  were 
consuming  their  homes  and  consigning  them  to  life-long  penury.  Mothers 
pressed  their  babes  to  their  bosoms  and  fled  this  way  and  that;  but 
there  was  fire,  fire  everywhere.  The  sick  were  dragged  out  of  the  burn- 
ing houses  to  die  in  the  streets.  Hie  rebel  sick  and  wounded  were  crowd* 
ed  by  hundreds  in  the  hospital.  The  fiames  encircled  them,  and^  their 
despairing  shrieks  for  help,  rose  loud  and  dreadful  above  the  crackling  of 
the  flames.  But  no  help  for  a  long  time  came.  Fortimately,  the  hospital 
was  saved.  The  billowy  flames  leaped  and  roared  as  if  in  mad  glee  over 
the  carnival  of  misery  and  death. 

At  length,  the  long,  hideous  night  passed  away,  and  the  morning  dawned 
upon  the  scene  of  ruin.  Nearly  three  thousand  buildings  were  in  ashes, 
little  remained  but  a  wilderness  of  tall,  bare  chimneys,  blasted  trees,  heaps 
of  rubbish,  and  smouldering  ruins,  to  show  where  once  had  been  the  most 
beautiftd,  refined,  and  aristocratic  city  of  South  Carolina. 

"  War,"  says  General  Sherman,  *•'  is  cruelty.  You  cannot  refine  it." 
Every  humane  heart  must  ache  in  the  contemplation  of  this  misery,  and 
which  was,  nevertheless,  but  one  of  the  minor  acts  in  the  awful  tragedy  of 
war.  When  we  think  of  these  mothers  and  maidens  and  babes,  their  hus- 
bands, fathers,  brothers  slain  in  battle,  they  escaping  horror-stricken  from 
their  blazing  dwellings,  with  no  roof  to  shelter  them,  home,  food,  clothing, 
furniture,  all  gone,  as  we  see  them  weeping,  starving,  gathering  their  thin 
garments  around  them,  as  the  only  protection  from  the  wintry  blast,  wo 
cannot  but  execrate  those  who,  without  any  justifiable  cause,  brought  these 
woes  upon  them. 

"  The  streets,"  writes  an  eye-witness,  "  were  full  of  rubbish,  broken 

furniture,  and  groups  of  crouching,  desponding,  weeping  women  and  chil- 

dren.    The  park  and  lunatic  asylum,  as  affording  the  greater  chance  of 

safety,  were  crowded  with  these  miserable  putcasts.    In  one  place  I  saw  a 

lady,  richly  dressed,  with  three  pretty  little  children  clinging  to  her.    She 

was  sitting  on  a  mattress,  while  around  her  were  strewn  rich  paintings, 

works  of  art  and  vertu.    It  was  a  picture  of  hopeless  misery,  surrounded 

by  the  trappings  of  refined  taste  and  wealth.    The  Sabbath  bells  tolled 

firom  the  few  churches  remaining,  but  there  was  something  solemn  and 
Vol.  H— ^3 
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Hidamolioly  in  ihair  dhimey  mad;  BMHrning  &ettt»  huM  ta.lbe^  Lord  for 
liope  and  eomSut/^ 

Some  of  the  Uiiioa  tnxrpfl^  ImI  by  n^gpoei^  mhd  eBoaped  pisonet^  paid 
m  Yimt  to  a.  noted,  rafflaa,  wW  kepi  a^  padc  0f  blood-hoimdii  for  Ae  pur^ 
pose  of  hunting  down  n^roe»ivlio  eseaped  ftom  their  maateiiBy  or  Unioit 
captives  wha  escaped  from  their  priscm;  The  soldiers  very  iq)eedil7,  witii: 
btdlet  and  bajoa^  disposed  of  the  dogs.  Indjsed,  not  a  Uoed-boimd  war 
anywhere  li^  aHve  upon  ^ir  march.  Th^  appKed  the  torch  to  the 
bams  and  the  honse  c^  the  slavejiimti^  iftcM^  then  tied  him  to  a  tre^ 
and  esvployed  some  stotti  negroes  te  flog  him  m  1^  BioBt  approTed  Soaih- 
em  plantation  style*  The  misereaat  thns  became  experimentidfy  ao- 
qiiainted  with  the  tortures  he  had  so  ftec^aentiy  in£ieted  npoa  his  hdpleea 
yictims. 

The  rebels  werd  ingenions in^ bmyii^  their  treasures.  The  '^brnmnerB  ^ 
were  equally  shrewd  in  fiikdhig  them.  Itt  Camden  they  miearthed,  in  s 
iitowly-made  grave,  a  ceffinr  containing  sixty  thonsand  doUars  in  qpecie. 

Many  Union  prisoners' w^:e  hberated  at  Columbia.    These,  with  tfaon-- 
sands  of  refugees  from'  the^  tyramiy  of  tiie  rebel  Gevemment,  were  sent^ 
Korthi    Starvation  seemed  to  be  the  almost  inevitable  doom  left  to  the 
Oaroliiiians*    General  Sherman,  hnm^iely  le&ving  six  hundred  head  o£ 
cattle,  and  quite  a  laige  amount  of  other  provisions,  for  the  cfestitttte,  agaiit 
put  his  army  in  motion  for  Winnsbore',  tearing  up  &e  raOroad  tra<^  as  he 
advanced*    Winnsbc»x>'  was  a  pretty  little  town,  which  was  quite  a  fash- 
ionable summer  resort  of  the  citizens  of  Charleston  and  of  wealthy  plant«- 
ers;    l^my  of  the-  more  opulent  inhabitants  of  Charleston  had  tkd  from 
the  bombardment  of  their  own  city  to  this  place.    A  large  amount  of 
military  supplies  were  also  collected  here; 

The  rebel  garrisons,  fleeing  before  our  victorious  army,  were  makings 
great  efforts  at  concentration.  They  loudly  announced  their  intention  of 
fighting  a  desperate  battle,  toid  their  expectation  of  destroying  the  auda* 
clous  foe,  who  had  so  proudly  mardied  Arough  the  very  heart  of  South 
Carolina.  Not  a  little  solicitude  was  felt  throughout  the  North,  lest  tiie 
foe  might  so  combine  as  to  strike  General  Sherman  an  irreparable  blow. 
He  had  cut  loose  from  any  base  of  supplies,  was  subsisting  entirely  upon 
the  country,  and  might  expend  so  much  of  his  ammunition  in  any  one 
serious  battle  as  to  be  quite  at  the  mercy  of  the  foe. 

But  General  Sherman  so  bewildered  them  with  feints  upon  important 
towns,  that  they  could  never  know  what  would  be  his  line  of  march,  or 
where  his  next  blow  would  be  struck.  He  now  alike  menaced  Charlotte 
and  Fayettevilfe  in  North  Carolina.  Beanr^ard  retreated  with  all  his 
cavalry  to  defend  the  road  to  Charlotte.  General  Slocum^  was  ordered 
to  move  in  such  a  way  as  to  keep  up  this  delusion.  The  roads  stfll 
cMtinued  miry,  and  die  creeks  were  floo<fed.  But  the  army,  sur- 
mounting «ll  obstacles,  readied  the  Catawba  about  the  28d.  For  mafiy 
dsys  th^  was  incessant  nan,  and  thio  Oi^tawba  was  swollen  into  a  tor- 
rent a  thousand  feet  wide^  The  pontoon  bridge  was  swept  away,  and 
with  great  diffienlty  wae  restored  At  length  the  river  was  crossedi 
and  the  left  wing  of  the  nfmj  was  ptft  in  motion  fbr  Cheraw.     As 
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0Mn  « tbe  toodpB  ofOBsed  flie  imAgimtfy  line  and  eatered  North  OatbHik% 
thei^  WM  an  hmnediate  diange  in  tiM  tnwtilient  of  tiie  citizen^.  It  wto 
no  longer  neceeeary  to  restrain  the  men.  All  burning  and  destfnction  of 
p'roporty  -wm  V(ikaiiwA\y  nbftndoned.  Hie  troopv  took  bnly  such  artides 
KB  vrsM  needed  tor  iheif  Ittftiediate  tml  Many  of  the  Noartdi  Carohnimw 
were  found  strong  loyftlists.  Mdet  cf  the  people  remained  qniedj  in  Iheii* 
IkmieB)  inaniftsdng  no  fidar  ot  the  artnj.  Old  men  wllh  gray  belutb 
il^oald  fifeqttently  oonie  from  their  d^llmgi,  and  tell  proudly  how  their 
fMhertf  fbt^ht  in  the  Bevohrtion  to  eM;ablidh  our  indeptodehc^  tad  d^liti^ 
ing  &at  they  would  do  nothing  to  dishonor  tho  flag^  for  wUdi  their  siree 
had  Vied  and  di^ 

Ott  Atmy  still  q^rend  over  a  wido  Mteiit  of  dbxtntty,  with  divilioni 
travelling  different  roads,  and  squadrons  of  eavahy  sweeping  in  all  direc- 
tions, so  Aat  it  was  impossible  fbr  Ihe  rebels  to  obtain  any  rdiable  infeiv 
matSon  respecting  the  ittotements  which  wdre  contemplated. 

Abotit  noon,  oii  the  8d  of  Mtttb,  the  Serenteenth  Oerps  enteifed 
Oieraw.  the  rd)el6  i^^rtfieafed  across  the  Fedee,  bnriiing  the  bridge  behind 
them.  After  destfoying  tSiO  military  stores  which  were  found  here^  thd 
columns  again  moved  for  PayettevCtle,  North  Osirfliiia.  On  the  lltji 
of  March,  the  Fbmteeirth  and  Seventeenth  Corps  readied  FayetteiHlle. 
They  had  quite  d  diafp  cddrmish  with  Wade  Hampton's  cavidry,  thai' 
covered  the  rear  of  Hardee^s  retreating  ai^my.  During  the  13tb,  19th, 
and  14th,  the  majestic  host  swept  throe^h  FayettevUle.  Here  they 
destroyed  a  vast  amount  at  machinery,  which  the  rebels  had  stolen  from 
the  United  States  Ai«enal  at  Harper^s  Ferry.  All  the  rebd  forces  in  that 
i^on  were  now  gathering  in  the  vidniiy  of  Baleigh.  Beautegard, 
Hardee,  Johnston,  and  Uoke  were  uniting  their  separate  commands. 
Their  united  cavalry  Was  superior  to  General  Sherman's,  and  the  whole 
airmy,  under  the  leadership  of  General  Joe  Johnston,  was  so  formidaible 
as  exceedingly  to  task  General  Sherman's  military  abilities. 

Fort  Fidier  had  already  fallen  beneath  the  heroic  assaults  Of  Admiral 
Porter  and  General  Terry.  WihnJngton  wad  oocupJed  by  the  Kational 
tiroops.  Two  trusty  scouts  were  dispatched  to  General  Tert^  at  Wihning* 
ton,  and  General  Schofield  at  Nerwbern,  infbrmiAg  them  of  €leneral  Sher- 
man's design  to  marclt  upon  Goldsbofo',  while  he  made  a  feint  upon 
Bale^h.  On  the  morning  of  Mar^h  12th,  the  army-tug  Davidson,  ascend- 
ing the  Capo  Fefar  River  from  Wilmington,  brou^  General  Sherman  the 
fyet  newto  he  had  received  fbr  many  we^  from  the  outer  World.  Pontoon 
bridges  were  soon  laid  across  the  river,  and  the  urmy  pressed  on  its*  way. 
T!he  weather  continued  vei^  bad,  and  the  roads  were  mere  quagmires.  It 
was  necessary  to  corduroy  almost  every  rod  to  fslcilitate  the  passage  of  the 
aartillery  and  wagon  tralnsi 

Oh  Wednesday,  the  15th  of  March,  Ihe^  columns  moved  ourf  from 
F^yetteville.  The  left  wtng  of  the  army  encotntered  the  ekiemy  in  an 
intrenched  poi^tion  on  «  narrow,  swampy  nedi:  of  land  betweoi  Oape  Fear 
and  Sooth  Bivers^  Harttee  had  assembled  here  twenty  thousand  men, 
hoping  to  hold  Genefal  l^ierman  in  die^,  jtaHSl  most  of  the  iBbel  army 
could  be  assembled*    There  was  no  time  to  be loit;  yet  it  wU  exibnm^ 
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difficult  to  carry  tlie  position,  from  the  nature  of  the  ground,  which  was  so 
soft  and  miry  tiiat  horses  and  even  men  could  with  difficulty  force  their 
way  over  it. 

The  battle  of  Averysboro',  as  this  conflict  was  called,  commenced  about 
noon  on  Wednesday,  the  15th  of  March.  It  continued  till  night.  During 
tiie  whole  night  there  were  skirmishes.  Through  the  whole  of  Thursday 
the  battle  raged  with  unintermitted  fury.  Assault  after  assault  was 
repulsed  by  the  rebels  behind  their  intrenchments.  On  the  night  of  the 
16th  the  rebels  fled,  having  lost  six  hundred  men,  while  the  Union  losa 
was  nearly  a  thousand.  Averysboro'  is  about  thirty  miles  from  Fayette- 
ville,  on  iJie  direct  road  to  Baleigh,  which  is  distant  about  thirty-five  miles. 
Eighteen  miles  east  of  Av^Tsboro',  in  an  air-line,  there  is  the  little  village 
of  Bentonville,  twenty-six  miles  west  of  Goldsboro'.  Johnston  marched 
rapidly  down  firom  Baleigh,  and  took  position  at  this  village.  Here  there 
was  another  battle  hotly  contested.  Hour  after  hour  war's  tempest  raged, 
and  no  one  could  tell  upon  whose  banners  victory  would  alight.  Kow 
whole  brigades  of  the  Union  trol>ps  were  driven  more  than  a  mile  through 
the  swamp.  Again  order  emei^ed  from  apparent  chaos,  new  lines  were 
formed,  and  the  rebels  in  their  turn  fled  wildly. 

Hour  aft;er  hour,  through  the  aftiemoon  and  the  evening,  the  ^^  fSeite  of 
the  day  trembled  in  the  balance."  At  night,  after  very  heavy  losses  on 
both  sides,  the  rebels  retired,  leaving  the  field  to  the  Union  troops.  So 
far  as  could  be  ascertained,  our  loss  was  about  two  thousand,  that  of  the 
enemy  about  three  thousand.  Johnston's  entire  infantry  force  was  on  the 
field,  giving  him  probably  over  thirty  thousand  men.  By  daybreak  on 
the  20di,  several  divisions  of  the  Union  army  had  come  up.  Johnston  had 
again  made  a  stand.  Howard,  Davis,  Logan,  Blair,  hurled  their  forces 
upon  the  foe,  and  aftier  another  desperate  conflict,  at  night  the  rebels 
again  retired.  They  retreated  upon  Smithfield,  abandoning  the  contest 
for  Goldsboro'. 

General  Schofield  had  already  occupied  the  place,  ascending  from  iN'ew- 
hem.  Sherman's  army,  the  next  day,  with  irrepressible  enthusiasm, 
marched  into  the  town,  and  joined  the  comrades  from  whom  they  had 
been  so  long  separated.  General  Sherman  now  hurried  to  the  head-quar- 
ters of  General  Grant,  to  arrange  with  him  new  plans  of  conquest  He 
left  Goldsboro'  on  the  25th,  and  reached  City  Point  on  the  evening  of  the 
27th.  The  two  armies  were  now  in  a  position  to  cooperate  in  striking 
those  few  last  but  tremendous  blows,  before  which  Bichmond  and  the  Con- 
federacy were  doomed  to  fall.  The  next  day,  General  Sherman  returned  to 
his  victorious  troops,  having  arranged  all  his  plans  to  pursue  the  rebel 
Johnston  to  Baleigh,  and  to  demolish  or  capture  his  army. 

On  Tuesday,  April  12th,  our  columns  were  again  in  motion  towards 
Baleigh.  Just  as  they  were  getting  under  mardi  on  Wednesday  morn- 
ing, General  Saxton  and  bis  staff  riding  in  advance  of  the  corps,  those  in 
the  rear  heard  the  most  enthusiastic  cheering  from  the  fi^nt,  for  which 
they  could  not  account.  Soon  two  horsemen  came  galloping  down  the 
road,  waving  their  hats  and  shouting :  ^^  Gsnsral  Leb  has  suxbxndebsd 
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The  joyful  tidinga  flew  as  on  the  wings  of  the  wind.  In  an  instant, 
as  it  were  by  some  magnetic  impnlse,  the  shont  rolled  aloi^  the  whole 
line,  those  in  the  rear  sympathetically  catching  the  strain,  though  as  yet 
iminformed  as  to  the  cause  of  the  joyftd  cry.  Soon  General  Couch  rode 
along  with  his  head  uncovered,  holding  a  paper  in  his  hands.  The  brigade 
commanders  assembled  their  several  brigades  by  columns  of  raiments 
massed  as  close  together  as  they  could  stand.  Then  Colonel  Moore,  with 
his  staff  ofScers  and  commanders  of  brigades  around  him^  read  the  follow^ 
ing  order: — 

^^  The  General  Commanding  announces  to  the  army  that  he  has  official 
notice  firom  General  Grant,  that  General  Lee  surrend^^  to  him  his  entire 
army,  on  the  9th  instant,  at  Appomattox  Court-House. 

^^  Glory  be  to  Gt>d,  and  to  our  country ;  and  all  honor  to  our  comrades 
in  arms,  towards  whom  we  are  marching.  A  UtUe  more  kbor,  a  Uttle  more 
toil  on  our  part,  and  the  great  race  is  woo,  and  our  Gt>vemment  stands  re- 
generated, after  its  four  long  years  of  bloody  war. 

"  W.  T.  Shebman,  Major-Oeneral  Commanding,'^'* 

The  scene  which  ensued  can  neither  be  described  nor  imagined.  A 
brigade  band  struck  up  "  The  Star-Spangled  Banner.'*  But  the  triumph- 
ant tones  were  lost  in  the  tumult  of  countless  thousands  of  voices.  Hats 
were  tossed  into  the  air,  knapsacks  were  thrown  about,  soldiers  and  officers 
laughed,  cried,  and  embraced  each  other.  Some  rolled  upon  the  ground 
in  the  exuberance  of  their  joy ;  banners  were  waved.  It  was  a  long  time 
before  this  frenzy  subsided  into  silence  and  order. 

The  troops  then  resumed  their  march.  As  they  advanced,  the  country 
improved,  becoming  more  hilly  and  dry,  so  that  iJie  army  could  proceed 
with  more  rapidity.  They  crossed  the  Neuse  two  miles  below  Smithfleld, 
on  two  pontoon  bridges,  and  encamped  that  night  about  nine  miles  from 
Baleigh.  The  next  morning  they  were  in  motion  at  early  light.  All  the 
commands,  pressing  rapidly  forward  by  different  roads,  were  converging 
towards  the  capital.  As  the  Union  army  drew  nigh.  General  Johnston, 
with  his  rebel  army,  retired,  and  a  deputation  of  the  citizens  rode  out  to 
General  Sherman,  tendering  the  surrender  of  the  city. 

The  country  became  more  attractive,  with  cultivated  fields  and  not  a 
few  beautiftil  mansions.  Soon  the  dome  of  the  capitol  appeared  rising 
over  the  luxuriant  foliage.  Gradually  the  roads  became  blocked  up  with 
the  troops  and  trains  crowding  into  the  city.  They  passed  long  lines  of 
abandoned  earthworks,  but  no  banners  were  to  be  seen  except  those  of  our 
own  regiments  floating  gayly  in  the  breeze.  Without  firing  a  hostile  shot 
or  uttering  a  shout  of  exultation,  the  patriot  troops,  marching  to  the  gen- 
tle tap  of  the  drum,  entered  the  capital  of  North  Carolina. 

Kaleigh  was  a  beautiful  city.  It  suffered  far  less  than  any  other  im- 
portant place  which  our  armies  occupied  during  the  war.  The  city  had 
contained  about  five  thousand  inhabitants,  and  supported  several  fine 
schools.  The  university  at  Chapel  Hill,  wilji  an  able  corps  of  professors, 
and  nearly  five  hundred  pupils,  had  attained  a  national  reputation.    The 


ftl8  OITIL   WAB    IH   JlICBBZOA. 

fine  KeddeBcee  and  omamAiited  grounds  bone  vitoeo^  to  the  opoleiiee  and 
xfifinement  of  many  of  its  inhabitantB.  The  ciq»tol  was  tbe  finest  bnildi!^ 
in  Korth  Oarolina^  and  wns  esteemed  superior  to  that  of  waj  ether  Stato 
in  the  South.  It  was  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  city,  npcm  the  higheai 
point,  from  whioh  the  four  piincipal  streets  diFeiged,  east,  west,  noiih, 
and  south. 

As  our  troops  entered  the  mty  the  people  generally  kept  in  tiicar  houeoi, 
peeping  througli  the  blinds  at  the  Yankee  battalions  swanning  thrpugh 
the  streets.  As  the  divisions  of  the  grand  army  arriyed,  they  took  t)iejr 
positions,  one  after  another,  within  the  city,  and  upon  all  the  main  thor- 
ough&res  around  it.  We  r^ret  to  say  that  it  is  the  uniyarsal  testimony 
that,  throughout  all  the  South,  the  most  yenomous  rebels  were  the  clergy 
and  the  women.  In  Baldgh,  as  everywhere  else,  some  of  the  women,  taking 
advantage  of  the  protection  which  their  sex  afforded  them,  insulted,  in  every 
way  in  their  power,  eyen  the  guards  who  were  stationed  to  protect  their 
dwellings.  Many,  however,  received  the  guards  not  only  with  civility,  but 
with  gratitude. 

The  citizens  testified  th^t  Johnston's  army,  in  its  retreat  through  the 
town,  exhibited  a  spectacle  of  haggardness,  rags,  and  misery,  seldom 
aqualled.  The  men  all  seemed  dispirited,  and  thoroughly  disgusted  with 
ihe  war.  It  was  the  general  impression  that  Johnston  would  not  att^npt 
much  lodger  to  carry  on  the  strug^e.  The  people  of  North  Carolina  had 
be^i  very  reluctantly  drawn  into  the  rebellion.  The  unintelligent  masses 
had  been  deceived  and  betrayed*  The  aroh^traitor  Yancey,  who  possessed 
wond^rftQ  powers  of  popular  eloquence,  had  haroDgued  the  multitude  all 
through  the  State,  assuring  them  that  the  Yankees  never  would  fight; 
that  by  a  little  show  o(  boldness  they  could  have  every  thing  their  own 
way,  and  that  he  would  pledge  his  honor  that  he  would  pay  all  the  »- 
penses  of  the  war  with  a  ten-<^ent  piece,  and  that  with  his  handkerchief  he 
would  wipe  up  all  the  Uood  that  would  be  shed. 

Late  on  Friday  evening,  April  14th,  a  flag  of  truce  came  in  from  Gen- 
eral Johnston,  proposing  a  conference  with  General  Sherman,  with  re£Q^ 
ence  to  a  surrender  of  the  rebel  army.  And  here  we  must  leave  G^eral 
fiherman  for  a  time,  while  we  go  back  in  point  of  time,  and  visit  the  Bay 
of  Mobile,  and  contemplate  the  stormy  scenes  which  were  transpiring 
there. 
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Obbbb  or  Admiral  Iaxbjlqjst.^Skjlfvl  Lam  ov  Biitlb.— PiJ»aro^l!^ntTteroiir.^|PATBtilp 
Tbx  TaouimH.— Coht»t  imn  tern  UnuKi  Raic  Tissva^siK.— CtmiairDiiTdftT  'Sonom,**- 

BURBUrDBB  OP  FOBT  MOBGAV.^DlSOftAfliPITL  OOVDCtW  OT  €0|QU1ID9R  P)iket.«^jraU)BirTB  tV 

THB  Battui.— Lrvasnciun  of  Mobiul-^Jxb  SciuuQa)WLr-^>OoviLiOT  BwewMm  xo  Kiis- 

BABOB  An>  ATiABAMA. 

Thb  conflict  in  the  Bay  of  Mobile,  in  which  the  rebel  fleet  was  de- 
Btroyedy  and  Fort  Hoigan  Was  eaptored,  wa$  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
engagements  on  record.  On  the  12th  of  July,  1864,  Admiral  Farragnt 
issued  the  foUowing  0pMted  order  te  IJhe  eommand^iis  of  the  4eet.  It  was 
dated  from  the  United  6M;es  flagH)hip  Harlf(»^  off  Mobile:--- 

QtvanmAL  Obdbb,  Na  10. 

'*  Strip  your  Tessek  and  prepare  for  the  confliet.  ISend  down  all  your 
finperfluons  spars  and  rigging ;  trice  up  or  remote  the  whiskers ;  put  tip 
ihe  splinter-nets  on  Ae  starboard  side;  and  barricade  the  wheel  and 
eteersmen  with  sails  and  hammoeks.  Lay  chains  or  sand-b$gs  on  the 
deck  over  the  machinery,  to  resist  a  plunging  fire.  Haiig  the  sheet-chaiBs 
over  the  side,  or  make  any  other  ammg^nent  for  security  that  your  hl- 
genuity  may  suggest.  Land  yov  starboard  boats,  or  lower  and  tow  thetti 
on  the  port  side,  and  lower  the  port  boats  down  to  the  water's  edge. 
Place  a  leadsman  and  ihe  {Hlot  in  tlie  port  quarter-boat,  or  the  one  most 
oonvenient  to  the  commander. 

^  The  vessels  wiU  ran  past  the  forts  in  couples,  lashed  side  by  side,  as 
hereinafter  designated.  The  flagndiip  will  lead  and  ste^  from  Sand 
Island,  north  by  east  by  eompass,  until  abreast  of  Fort  Morgan ;  then 
northwest  half  north,  until  past  the  Middle  Ground,  then  north  by  west ; 
and  the  odiers,  as  designated  in  the  drawing,  will  follow  in  due  order, 
until  ordered  to  anchor ;  b«t  the  bow  and  quarter  line  must  be  preserved 
to  give  the  chase-guns  a  fidr  raange,  and  each  vessel  must  be  kept  astern 
of  tiiie  broadside  of  the  neact  ahead ;  each  vessel  wfll  keep  a  very  little  on 
the  starboard  quarter  of  has  next  ahead,  and,  when  abreast  of  the  fort,  will 
keep  directly  astern,  and  as  we  pass  the  fort,  will  take  the  same  distance 
on  the  port  quarter  of  the  next  ahead,  to  enable  the  stem  guns  to  fire  elev 
of  the  next  vessel  astern. 

^*  It  will  be  the  objeot  of  the  admiral  to  get  as  dose  to  the  fort  as  pos- 
sible before  opening  fire;  the  ih^  however,  will  open  fire  the  moiQ«it 
the  enemy  opens  upon  uS)  with  ^ehr  chase  and  other  gunsi  as  fast  as  they 
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can  be  brought  to  bear.  Use  short  fases  for  the  shell  and  shrapnel,  and, 
88  soon  as  within  three  or  four  hundred  jipxls,  give  them  grape.  It  is 
understood  that  heretofore  we  have  fired  too  high ;  but  wi^  grape-shot 
it  is  necessary  to  elevate  a  little  above  the  object^  as  grape  will  dribble 
from  the  muzzle  of  the  gun. 

*^  If  one  or  more  of  the  vessels  be  disabled,  their  partners  must  carry 
them  through,  if  possible ;  but  if  they  cannot,  then  the  next  astern  must 
render  the  required  assistance.  But  as  the  admiral  contemplates  moving 
with  the  flood-tide,  it  wUl  only  require  sufficient  power  to  keep  the  crip- 
pled vessels  in  the  channel. 

*^  Vessels  that  can,  must  place  guns  upon  the  poop  and  top-gallant  fore- 
castle, and  in  the  top  on  the  starboard  side.  Should  the  enemy  fire 
grape,  they  will  remove  the  men  from  the  top-gaUant  forecastle  and  poop 
to  tiie  guns  below,  until  out  of  grape  range. 

^^  l^e  howitzers  must  keep  up  a  constant  fire  from  the  time  they  can 
reach  with  shrapnel  until  out  of  its  range. 

"D.   G.   FABBAaXTT, 

**  Hear^Admiralj  Commanding  W.  O.  B.  Squadron.^ 

The  cit7  of  Mobile  is  situated  at  the  head  of  Mobile  Bay,  about  thirty 
miles  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.    Dauphin's  Island  doses  the  mouth  of 

the  bay,  with  the  exception  of  a  narrow 
strait  on  each  side.  The  western  strait  is 
inaccessible  by  vessels  of  any  considerable 
size,  as  it  affords  a  channel  but  five  feet 
deep.  The  eastern  strait  fiimishes  twenty 
feet  of  water.  Two  strong  forts  guard 
this  main  entrance  to  the  bay.  Fort  Mor- 
gan is  at  the  end  of  a  long,  low,  sandy 
point  opposite  Dauphin  Island,  and  about 
four  miles  distant  from  it  Upon  the 
island,  opposite  Fort  Morgan,  is  Fort 
Gaines.  About  a  mile  beyond  Fort  Gaines 
is  Fort  Powell  and  some  water-batteries. 
The  rebels  had  blockaded  the  whole  pas- 
sage between  Fort  Morgan  and  Dauphin 
Island  with  tiers  of  piles,  chains,  and  tor- 
pedoes. A  channel  about  fifteen  hundred 
yards  in  width  was  left,  through  which 
their  blockade-runners  could  pass  direct^ 
under  the  guns  of  the  fort 

It  was  not  until  the  5th  of  August  that 
the  Union  fleet  was  ready  for  its  perilous 
enterprise.  Soon  after  sunrise  the  fleet 
moved  up  the  bay,  in  the  order  prescribed. 
There  were  fourteen  wooden  gunboats  and 
four  iron-dad  monitors.  Under  the  guns  of  Fort  Moi^n  the  rebel  fleet 
was  lying,  with  guns  shotted,  and  eager  {(xc  the  conflict.    About  seyen 
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o^doek  the  leading  yeesek  of  the  line  came  within  reach  of  tiie  rebel  shot 
Fort  Morgan  and  the  rebel  fleet  Bimnltaneonaly  opened  fire.  The  rear 
ahipB  rapidly  cloeed  up,  and  replied  first  with  the  rifled  bow-guns  and  then 
widi  broadsides.  Admiral  Farragut  had  caused  himself  to  be  lashed  in 
the  main-top  of  the  flag-ship  Hartford,  &om  which  spot  he  had  a  per^ 
feet  yiew  of  the  oonflict  He  communicated  his  orders  through  speaking- 
tabes. 

At  finrtj  minutes  past  seven,  the  leading  monitor,  Tecumtoh,  struck  a 
torpedo.  There  was  a  terrible  explosion.  The  ill-fated  ship  instantly 
sank,  carrying  down  with  her  the  gallant  Craven,  her  commander,  and  aU 
but  ten  of  her  crew.  The  few  who  were  saved  were  rescued  by  a  boat 
which  pushed  off  from  the  Metaoomet,  in  the  midst  of  the  thick  storm  of 
shot  and  shelL  The  whole  fleet  was  rushing  at  full  speed  to  pass  the  rebel 
forts,  receiving  and  emitting  a  terrific  fire.  The  Brooklyn  led,  as  she  had 
four  chase^uns  and  an  ingenious  arrangement  for  picking  up  torpedoes. 
The  Octorara  was  lashed  on  her  port  side,  and  the  iron-dad  Tecumseh  was 
aHghtly  ahead,  but  between  the  Brooklyn  and  the  fort  The  terrible  fate 
of  the  Tecumseh  caused  a  momentary  delay  of  the  Brooklyn,  when  the 
flag-ship  Hartford,  with  the  Metacomet  lashed  to  h^  port  side,  and  the 
monitor  Manhattan  on  her  starboard  bow,  dashed  ahead.  The  peril  was 
extreme,  not  only  from  the  Are  of  the  fort  and  the  rebd  iron-clad  fleet 
lip<m  the  wooden  gunboats,  but  also  from  the  sunken  torpedoes,  with  which 
the  diannd  was  filled.  But  as  the  Union  fleet  swept  by  the  fort,  they 
poured  in  such  a  terriflc  broadside  fire  of  grape  and  canister,  as  soon  to 
drive  nearly  aU  the  cannoniers  from  their  guns.  It  required  but  about 
half  an  hour  to  sweep  by  the  reach  of  the  shot  of  the  fort. 

It  was  ten  minues  before  eight  o'dock  when  the  Hartford,  having 
passed  the  fort,  was  assailed  most  ferociously  by  the  rebel  ram  Tennessee. 
This  was  an  iron-dad,  of  such  immense  strength  and  power  that  the 
rebels  trusted  that  this  vessel  alone  would  make  short  work  with  our  whole 
wooden  fleet  At  the  same  time  the  rebd  gunboats  Moigan,  Oaines,  and 
Selma,  which  were  directly  ahead,  opened  upon  the  Hartford  a  broadside 
raking  flre.  The  Metacomet  was  immediately  cast  off,  and  dashed  for- 
ward in  pursuit  of  the  Selma.  Oaptain  Jewett,  her  commander,  whose 
conduct  secured  the  admiral's  warmest  commendation,  in  half  an  hour 
had  the  Selma  as  a  prize,  while  the  Morgan  and  the  Ghdnes  were  driven 
under  the  protection  of  the  guns  of  the  fort  The  Gtdnes  was  so  injured 
that  she  had  to  be  run  ashore.  The  Moigan  did  not  dare  again  to  venture 
out,  but  in  the  night  escaped  to  Mobile. 

And  now  came  the  conflict  with  the  Tennessee.  This  rebel  ram,  which 
maintained  a  fi^t  with  nearly  half  our  entire  fleet,  proved  herself  one  of 
the  most  formidable  craft  ever  constructed.  Her  length  was  one  hundred 
and  eighty  feet ;  her  armor  consisted  of  five  inches  of  solid  iron,  composed 
of  two-and-a-half-inch  plates,  eight  inches  wide,  crossing  each  other,  and 
bolted  with  one-and-three-quarter-inch  bolts.  This  was  backed  by  two 
feet  of  solid  oak.  To  add  to  her  butting  power  as  a  ram,  her  bows  had 
rix  inches  of  iron  plating  and  three  feet  of  solid  oak  support.  Her  gun- 
room occupied  two-thirds  of  her  length.    It  was  constructed  with  a  flat 
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top,  ocmipoted  of  1nira<«Dd«JiAlf  bj  d^^ 

togeAtr,  fonning  a  kttiee  above  4im  gmmera,  vUdi  ahiekled  Aam  fnm 
«k0t  -aBd  fthell,  yot  alibrdmg  them  Tentilatioo,  She  ImuI  tmo  parte  oa 
^ther  side,  ckMod  by  boa  dmttets  laimiiig  upon  a  piFOt. 

In  the  aotion  vfaieh  ensaad,  one  of  iiUdee  «Iuittet8  was  deBteog^sd.  It  b 
ta  intereBting  eTidonce  of  the  coofaMiB  of  oar  gnnnfiiSy  that  ten  ehot  atraok 
in  doBO  contiguity  to  this  port,  which  was  early  disoovered  to  be  the  vtA^ 
nerable  point  ef  attadc.  Thixn^  tbk  port  tfaa  fragment  of  a  ahdl  eiw 
tefedy  whi^sh  woanded  Admiral  Buchanan.  Nearly  fifty  ahot  stnudc  the 
TennoBBee,  but  not  one  penatratod  her  aemiMe.  A  Afteenrindi  ahdl  from 
ihe  Manhattan  made  a  deq>  indentation  in  her  ribe  of  sted,  but  the  tremeo- 
dons  missile  either  boanded  back  or  vas  enilabled  to  powder.  The  Ma 
was  armed  with  aix,  seyen^  and  eightjneh  nfled  gmia,  of  the  Brooks  psft- 
ittt^n-^weapoBS  of  great  effectiveneas.  In  additi<m  to  this  anxManent,  s)9 
was  provided  with  an  iron  prow  £ar  ramming.  Two  yearn  had  been  d^ 
^Foted  to  the  bmldiag  of  this  fomiidable  inrtmment  of  destmetiim.  H#r 
eonomander,  Admiral  Baehatian,  daimed  that  her  impregnability  waa  mA, 
tiiat  she  was  able  to  destroy  a  whole  fleet  finch  was  the  ^urmidable  an* 
tagonist  which  oame  rushing  down  at  her  atmost  speed  to  bntt  in  the  sidto 
^  the  wooden  flag<«hip  Hartfocd. 

Admiral  Farragut  imiaadiately  signalled  the  monUxxa  and  several  of 
-Ae  wooden  gonboats  to  attack  the  nun,  &ot  only  wkh  their  gqns,  b«fc 
bows  on  at  fiill  speed,  to  crofih  in  her  ooat  of  mail.  Then  commenced  oap 
of  the  fiercest  and  mo^  extraordinary  naval  combats  on  record.  The 
Monongahela,  Commander  Strong,  was  the  first  vessel  tiiat  struck  her. 
Bnt  instead  of  injuring  her  adversary,  the  Mon<mgahda  tore  off  hef 
own  iron  ptow  and  cutwater.  The  Ladcawanna,  Obtain  Kardiaad,  then 
dashed  down  at  full  speed,  striking  £iirly  the  sides  of  her  adversary.  The 
monster  ram  seemed  soarcdy  to  notice  the  Uow,  but  the  Ladcawanna  eft 
and  crushed  h^  own  stem  to  the  plank  ends,  &r  a  distance  of  three  feat 
above  the  water's  edge.  The  flagwdiip  Hartford  then  came  doam  in  ma- 
jestic strength.  The  Tennessee  shifted  her  bebn,  the  blow  ai  the  Hart- 
ford glandng  harmless.  Bnt  as  the  fiagdiip  rasped  along  the  sides  0( 
<the  Tennessee,  with  the  mnules  of  her  guns  almost  toudiing  her  ad▼e^ 
sary,  she  poured  in  upon  the  rebd  a  whde  lHH>adside  of  nine4nch  sdid 
shot  They  apparently  produced  abourt  as  much  impression  as  so  many 
peas  ttom  the  pop-gun  of  a  sehool-boy.  The  iron-dad  monitors  weie 
cumbioBs  and  nmked  slowly,  but  as  they  hurled  against  the  sides  of  their 
adversary  their  fifteen-inch  shot,  these  treasuBudous  missiles  caused  the  ram 
to  shiver  and  groan,  though  sttU  ite  rhinoceros  hide  was  n<^  pi^reed.  And 
now  the  Hartford  collects  her  strength  for  another  plunge.  It  was  a  sdh 
lime  volcanic  scene  of  sulphurous  douds,  with  rush,  and  fladi,  and  roar-^ 
a  hundred  guns  emitting  their  thunden,  and  the  bay  lashed  into  foam  1^ 
shot  and  shdL  The  parapet  of  the  fort  was  crowded  with  spectators,  gat- 
ing upon  the  wcmdrous  spectade-^a  eingle  ship  contending  agamat  i^  whde 
ieet. 

As  the  Hartfind  bore  down  again  at  the  top  of  hei' speed  npoa  the 
ram,  the  Lackawanna  unfortnnatdy  ran  into  the  flag^ship  just  forward  ef 
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Ith0  siuxfDrBifisi,  ^mttiAg  }i«r  ^knfn  to  vttbiA  iw*  &otiif  tihe  vstor'ft  e^pt. 
The  two  ^j^  weni  q^owiUj  diaeiilanfl^od^  Mid  Ihivb  dovn  apon  ^  foe. 
The  bftttertug  wd  pemidiAg  whieb  the  ram  had  roQewed  had  davaoged  the 
ihutteis  of  her  ports,  ^e  th^  Iforee  of  them  eould  net  he  opesed.  Q^  had 
been  blown  away,  and  the  fire  which  penelvated  the  port  was  eo  terrific  that 
the  gamier^  eoald  not  wovk  their  pieoe.  Thm  fer  some  time  the  Tomea- 
aee,  while  hammered  by  wim  wd  powided  by  shot^  bad  not  fired  a  goiL 
She  waa  now  iiMleed  aovQ  betet  ^Dw  meoitor  Ohiokasav  was  under  her 
atem,  asftailing  her  with  aa  inoemmt  five  fircm her  poDdCmmaeannaa.  The 
Ossipee^  Hoaongahela,  an&d  laokawanaa  weie  bearing  down  to  strihe  bar 
fimultaneoos  and  onMihii^  blo««.  Her  flnieke*0kaek  had  been  ahot  «vay ; 
her  port-shatters  were  jammed;  her  oi4y  rmiaiiiing  avaiUUe  gun  was 
idlenoed.  ^o  loioger  con}d  the  rebel  maintain  the  nneqnal  eootest,  and  at 
ten  o'eloefc  she  ran  mp  tka  white  flag.  Ihoa  the  atniggle  for  the  poaaessiim 
^  Molnle  3^jy  having  hMted  two  and  a  half  hoors,  tenninated  in  the 
entire  trmmph  of  t]ie  Union  army.  The  idbel  flag  atill  floated  oyer  the 
pampets  of  Fort  JMeigant  bat  the  rebel  fleet  waa  deatroyed,  and  we  had 
obtained  snob  yuntiige^groand  9S  to  render  the  speedy  £dl  of  the  fbvt  quite 
pertain. 

Admiral  Bnchanan,  of  the  fisbti  ram,  loat  a  leg,  and  aig^or  ten  of  his 
ynen  were  killed  or  wounded  by  the  shot  wbUdi  entered  ^reagh  the  one 
only  open  portbole.  Admiral  Farragnt,  in  his  oflioial  nport,  in  speaking 
-of  his  offioaiia  who  merited  special  commendation,  saya:-T^ 

^^  I  ipnst  not  omit  te  call  the  attention  of  the  Bepartment  to  the  can- 
dnct  of  A^^tiz^  f)naign  Henry  01  Kields,  of  the  Hetaoomet,  who  had 
ohaige  of  the  boat  sent  from  that  vessel  when  the  Teonmseh  sank.  He 
took  her  in  nnder  one  of  the  most  galling  fires  I  ever  saw^  and  snceeeded 
in  resoning  tsm  death  ten  of  her  erew,  within  six  hundred  yards  of  the 
foH,  The  commanding  (^eera  <^  all  the  yesaalB  who  took  part  in  the 
action  deserve  my  wannest  commendation.  Onr  ironrclads,  from  their 
alow  speed  and  bad  steering,  had  some  diffionlty  of  getting  into  and  main- 
taining their  position  in  line  as  we  parsed  the  fort ;  and  in  the  subsequent 
^oonnter,  d*am  the  same  oanse^  wene  net  aa  effiactive  as  I  could  have 
desisedf  S^t  I  efmnot  give  too  much  ptaise  to  LieutenantrCommander 
Perkins,  who,  thoi^h  he  had  orders  from  the  Department  to  retnm  North, 
yolnnteered  te  take  command  of  the  QUokasaw,  and  did  his  duty  nobly. 
The  Winnebago  wm  commanded  1^  Ckimmander  T.  H.  Stevens,  who 
volunteered  for  that  position.  His  vessel  steers  very  badly,  and  neitbw  of 
his  turrets  will  work,  whi(di  ecmpeUed  him  to  torn  his  vessel  every  time 
to  get  a  ^ot,  so  tlbat  he  could  not  five  very  often,  but  he  did  the  best  under 
the  eirenmetanqes.  The  Manhattan  ai^oared  to  work  well,  though  she 
moved  slowly.  Qcmnwider  TiTicholson  dsiiveved  his  fire  deliberately,  and, 
0$  before  stated,  with  one  of  his  fiftcon^oh  diet  brdce  throng  the  armor 
of  the  Tenne9f>ee,  wil^  its  wooden  ba<ddng,  thoa^  the  shot  itsdf  did  net 
#nter  tba  yesseL  The  Hartford  waa  commanded  by  Captain  Peroival 
Praytw,  who  exhibited  throughout  that  eoi^ass  and  ability  lor  whidi  hp 
has  bee^  lopig  known  to  his  broths  offic^n.  He  is  the  fleet  captain  of  my 
equadron,  imd  one  <^  more  determined  wergy,  untiiftng  devotioq  to  dnty. 
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and  zeal  for  the  Bervice,  I  do  not  think  adorns  any  navy.  Lieutenant  J. 
Orittenden  Watson  has  been  brought  to  yonr  notice  in  former  dispatches. 
During  the  action  he  was  on  the  poop^  attending  to  the  signals,  and  per- 
formed his  duties,  as  might  be  expected,  thoroughly.  He  is  a  scion  worthy 
of  the  noble  stock  he  sprang  from.  My  secretary,  Mr.  McKinley,  and 
Acting  £nsign  H.  H.  Brownell,  were  also  on  the  poop,  the  latter  taking 
notes  of  the  action,  a  duty  which  he  performed  with  coolness  and  accuracy. 
Two  other  acting  ensigns  of  my  staflf,  Mr.  Bogert  and  Mr.  Higginbotham, 
were  on  duty  in  the  powder  division,  and  exhibited  zeal  and  ability.  The 
latter,  I  regret  to  add,  was  severely  wounded  by  a  raking  shot  from  the 
Tennessee,  when  we  collided  with  that  vessel,  and  died  a  few  hours  after. 
Mr.  Higginbotham  was  a  young  married  man,  and  has  left  a  widow  and 
one  child,  whom  I  commend  to  the  kindness  of  the  Department  lieuten- 
ant  A.  R.  Yates,  of  the  Augusta,  acted  as  an  additional  aid  to  me  on  board 
the  Hartford,  and  was  very  efficient  in  the  transmission  of  orders.  The 
last  of  my  staff  to  whom  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  is 
not  the  least  in  importance.  I  mean  Pilot  Martin  Freeman.  He  has  be^ 
my  great  reliance  in  all  difficulties  in  his  line  of  duty.  During  the  action 
he  was  in  the  main-top,  piloting  the  ships  into  the  bay.  He  was  cool  and 
brave  throughout,  never  losing  his  self-possession. 

"  Before  closing  this  report  there  is  one  other  officer  of  my  squadron  o{ 
whom  I  feel  bound  to  speak :  Captain  T.  A.  Jenkins,  of  the  Richmond, 
who  was  formerly  my  chief-of-staff.  He  is  also  the  conmianding  officer 
of  the  second  diviuon  of  my  squadron,  and  as  such  has  shown  ability, 
and  the  most  untiring  zeaL  He  carries  out  the  spirit  of  one  of  Lord  Got 
lingwood's  best  sayings,  ^  not  to  be  afraid  of  doing  too  much.  Those  who 
are  so,  seldom  do  enough.' " 

Three  weeks  passed  away,  during  which  preparations  were  being  made 
for  the  capture  of  Fort  Morgan,  by  the  combined  energies  of  a  land  force 
under  General  Granger  and  of  the  fleet.  Early  in  ^e  morning  of  the 
22d  of  June,  the  bombardment  began  from  the  shore  batteries,  and  from 
the  fleet  inside  and  outside  the  bay.  For  twenty-four  hours  a  continuous 
fire  was  kept  up  of  such  sublime  magnitude  as  deeply  to  impress  even 
those  accustomed  to  such  scenes.  At  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening  the 
citadel  within  the  fort  took  fire.  '  Cheered  by  these  indications  of  success, 
the  bombardment  was  pressed  with  redoubled  energy.  At  six  o'clock  in 
the  morning  a  loud  explosion  took  place,  and  at  half-past  six  the  white  flag 
was  displayed  on  the  fort.  The  terms  of  surrender  were  brief  and  deci- 
sive. They  were,  "  that  the  fort,  its  garrison,  and  all  public  property 
should  be  surrendered  unconditionally,  before  two  o'clock  that  day.'' 
General  Bichard  L.  Page,  the  rebel  commander,  assented  to  these  terms. 
He,  however,  and  his  associate  rebel  officers,  disgraced  themselves  by  con- 
duct to  which  men  of  honor  would  not  l^ave  stooped.  After  the  rebel 
officers  had  been  assembled,  at  the  time  appointed  for  the  surrender,  it 
was  found  that  they  had  employed  the  few  preceding  hours  in  spiking  the 
guns,  breaking  the  gun-carriages,  and  in  destroying  arms,  ammunition, 
and  provisions.  General  Page,  and  several  of  his  officers,  had  no  swordfl  to 
deliver  up.    They  had  either  thrown  them  into  the  sea,  or  otherwise  dis- 
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posed  of  them.  Others  of  the  officers  surrendered  swords  which  thej  had 
previously  broken.  "  General  Page  and  his  officers,"  writes  Admiral  Far- 
ragnt,  "  with  a  childish  spitefolness,  destroyed  the  guns  which  they  had 
said  they  would  defend  to  the  last,  but  which  they  never  defended  at  all ; 
and.  threw  away  or  broke  those  weapons  which  they  had  not  the  manli- 
ness to  use  against  their  enemies ;  for  Fort  Morgan  never  fired  a  gun  after 
the  (^mmencement  of  the  bombardment,  and  the  advance  pickets  of  our 
army  were  absolutely  on  the  glacis.'' 

In  the  following  terms,  General  Page  had  solicited  conditions  of  sur- 
render, in  a  written  note  to  Admiral  Farragut  and  General  Granger : — 

^  Gentlembn': 

^^The  further  sacrifice  of  life  being  unnecessary — ^my  sick  and  wounded 
Bufiering  and  exposed — ^humanity  demands  that  I  ask  for  terms  of  capitu- 
lation.'' 

In  reply  it  was  stated : — 

^^  The  only  terms  we  can  make  are  the  unconditional  surrender  of 
yourself,  and  the  garrison  of  Fort  Morgan,  with  all  of  the  public  property 
within  its  limits,  and  in  the  same  condition  that  it  is  now." 

In  response.  General  Page  stated :  ^^  Your  conditions  in  communication 
of  to-day  are  accepted." 

In  the  confiict  when  passing  the  fort  by  the  fleet,  fifty-two  men  were 
killed  and  one  hundred  and  seventy  wounded,  on  board  the  Union  fleet. 

The  next  step  was  to  take  Mobile.  It  was  strongly  fortified.  The  rebels 
Taylor  and  Maury  held  a  garrison  of  about  fifteen  thousand  men,  behind 
intrenchments  which  thousands  of  negroes  had  been  compelled  to  work 
upon  for  months.  The  main  line  of  defence  was  eight  miles  in  length, 
strengthened  with  forty-two  redoubts.  The  shallow  water  would  not  allow 
our  large  ships  to  approach  the  city,  and  the  channel  for  small  ones  was 
filled  with  torpedoes.  Bomb-proofi  and  traverses  protected  the  gunners 
along  the  Unes,  which  lines,  fi^wmng  with  batteries,  were  rendered  more 
unapproachable  by  a  ditch  extending  the  whole  length,  ten  feet  deep  and 
eighteen  feet  wide. 

The  imperious  demands  for  men  in  other  quarters  rendered  necessary 
the  abandonment  for  several  months  of  all  direct  attacks  upon  Mobile. 
The  capture  of  the  city  was  not  deemed  a  matter  of  much  moment,  since 
we  held  the  harbor.  Indeed,  it  was  thought  rather  desirable  not  to  take  it, 
since  the  menacing  of  the  place  held  fifteen  thousand  rebel  troops  there, 
and  thus  prevented  them  fi'om  doing  harm  elsewhere.  But  after  Thomas 
,had  effectually  used  up  Hood's  army  at  Nashville,  and  Sherman  had  com- 
pleted his  march  through  Georgia  and  South  Carolina,  a  Union  force, 
under  General  Granger,  forty  thousand  strong,  completely  invested  the 
city  on  the  land  side,  while  a  powerftd  fieet  lent  its  cooperation  in  the  bay. 
The  rebels  fought,  as  they  ever  fought,  desperately.  But  neither  numbers 
nor  courage  could  avail  them.  The  Union  troops,  inspired  with  that 
endurance  of  valor  which  seems  to  characterize  Korthem  men,  pressed 
boldly  on,  through  battle  and  through  blood,  ever  gaining,  and  always 
holding  what  they  gained.    During  the  last  week  of  April,  1866,  we  lost 
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fow  httndi^  nflen.  Th^  conflict  was  incessant  and  terrific.  Fort  aftei^ 
fl)rt  we  hnrMted.  TTie  enetaffi  gunboats  carried  sixtj-fottr-ponnders.  Hd 
had  abo  two  gm»  wWeli  titew  shellfl  weighing  one  hundred  and  twenQr- 
£mr  ponnda.    One  of  thcM  shellfl  killed  fifteen  o^  onr  men. 

By  the  8d  o^  April,  1865,  preparations  were  made  for  die  final  assotilt 
tipoti  Spanish  Fort,  the  possession  of  whieh  wonid  render  the  surrender  of 
the  (Aty  inevitable.  The  gtuiboats  and  the  batteries  on  shore  opened  simul- 
taneously their  bombardment.  The  patriot  sharpshooters  crept  forward  firom 
tfench  to  ti^nA  tod  from  ridge  to  ridge,  until,  by  their  accurate  and  deadly 
fire,  they  dtore  the  I'ebeJ  gmmenB  fix)m  their  pieces.  During  all  the  dcgr, 
until  midnight,  the  confiict  continued.  The  guns,  being  then  all  sil^iced, 
tiie  rebels  surrendered.  At  two  o'clock  of  tiie  momii^  Maroii  9th,  our 
troops  entered  the  intrenchments*  General  Canby's  report  the  next  morn- 
ing said: — 

^^  Spanish  Fort  and  its  dependencies  were  captured  last  night.  We 
have  twenty-fivp  officers  and  five  hundred  and  tnirty-eight  enlisted  men 
prisoners,  and  have  taken  :five  mortars  and  tWenty-five  guns.  The  major 
part  of  the  garr&oli  escaped  by  water.  Blakely  is  already  invested,  an<i 
will  be  assaulted  to-day,  tmless  the  wo^ks  are  stronger  than  I  now  believe 
tfcem  to  be.'' 

Our  monitors  and  gunboats,  cautiously  removing  torpedoes,  worked 
their  way  up  almost  within  shelling  d&tance  of  Mobile.  At  the  same 
time  the  troops  formed  fot  an  assault  upon  the  only  remaining  works  pro- 
Beeting  the  town.  The  rebel  fntrenchments  were  strong,  formidably  armed^ 
amply  manned,  and  it  Was  well  known  that  the  garrison  would  fight  des^ 
perately.  No  ordinary  abifity  or  valor  cotdd  cany  such  works.  One  man 
behind  such  intrendtments  wto  equal  tcf  ten  men  before  them.  But 
offlkjers  and  soldiers  were  aKke  determined.  The  hateM  rebel  banner 
floated  Over  the  stilts  of  Mobile.  It  was  the  only  sea-port,  with  tlie 
exception  of  Galveston,  where  that  banner  was  still  unfurled.  Tidings  of 
a  constant  succession  of  victories  were  constantly  reaching  the  ears  of  ont 
soldiers,  redoubfing  their  zeal.  Officers  and  men  were  alike  resolved  that, 
cost  what  it  might  in  blood  and  woe^  that  banner  should  go  down,  and 
that  the  Kational  flag  should  again  wave  over  the  city  redeemed. 
Steele  held  the  right,  Smith  the  centre,  and  Granger  the  left.  At  the  given 
eSgnal,  the  whole  majestic  line  swept  forward  under  a  terrific  fire  from  the 
enemy^s  batteries  and  gunboats.  Tteckless  of  the  storm,  they  pressed  for- 
ward, cutting  their  way  through  the  thick  abatis,  trampling  upon  the 
torpedoes,  which  exploded  beneath  thenr  feet,  leaping  the  ditclies,  and,  with 
loud  cheers,  clambering  the  ramparts.  The  victory  was  complete.  Twenty 
gttns  and  twd  thousand  foui'  hundred  prisoners  fell  into  our  hands. 

The  rebefc  immediately  evacuated  the  city,  retreating  into  the  interior. 
Our  victorious  troops  marched  into  Mobile,  and  at  two  o'clock  of  March 
lOth,  1865,  the  star-spangled  banner  floated  over  the  city  which  rebelUotf 
had  dishonored  and  almost  ruined,  but  which  the  patriot  anny  had  rescued 
from  disloyalty  and  shame. 

The  capture  of  Mobile  merits  far  moiie  minuteness  of  detail  than  the 
limits  of  this  history  wiU  aHow.    It  was-  a  noble  deed,  nol^ly  aoeompl&hed. 
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Tbore  ^KMiidt^  peBrhikiMS  thioagboilt  tb^  wIk)10  wax,  wrj  oiynpMgn  in^Uch* 
tbeare  W8»  diipky^  l^^eat  qiialitie»  of  generalship  <Hr  mer^  bemic  cUtii^ 
Bat  Bhould  we  attempt  to  do  JBHtiise  to  aU  hiditFMiial  ob  regjbaeatat  aet» 
i^orthy  of  reeord^  ow  nairatiye  wobU  cfowd  thopag^  of  noaarf  voliH&efe 

About  tho  imddlo  <tf  JuvBy  1864^  jiust  beftoe  tbo  iMfral  atladc  upon, 
^obfle,  tho  flteamahip  AlabtfBia^  wkidit  bad  long  beeu  tb0  peat  of  tile  seatf^ 
in^riovflly  aYoiding  all  eoUiabott  with  armed  veaeeia,  \mt  robbu^  aaad 
burning  helplees  merobantmen^  wag  cangbt  in  the  harbor  of  GherboBi^  bj 
the  United  States  ateamship  Kearuffge^  There  was  no  eaeapo  for  the*  AW 
banaai  without  a  fight.  The  E^earaaxge  waa  YigUantlj  watehing  for  the 
piratic  (uuft)  about  tea  nules' from  the  moQth  of  the  hajrbor  TheAlabaoMy 
arfter  waiting  in  port  five  days  to  {»^pave  for  the  c<Hiflicty  on  Smxlay  mon^ 
ingy  Jhbo  191J1,  flteasied  out  of  the  harbor,  and  bom  down  upon  th^  £eai^ 
aarge*  They  were  both  thirdrolaaa  sloopfi-of>war,  of  nearly  tho  uBma^  anaar 
mant- and  tonnage. 

The  Alabama  was  boilt  in  a  British  pc^rt,  armed  with  Brltiah  giuiB^  and 
Hianned  bj  Britiah  sttllorB,  under  the  oommami  of  an  AjBoerican  traitor^ 
The  gunnera  had  been  carefully  trained  in  Her  Mfgeaty's  ^f»otioeH»hip  £x^ 
ceUent.  Her  battery  eonaiated  of  eight  guna — one  one^hundredTpoundev- 
11^,  one  fiixty-eight-pounder  rtfle^  and  six  thirtjr-two-ponndeTBt 

The  KearsargB  was  built  in  aa  American  poirt,  avmed  with  Americaa 
guns,  and  manned  by  Ammoan  sailors,  under  the  cotumand  of  a&  Amerv-^ 
con  patriot*  Her  batt^y  ccmsiated  of  seven  guns — two  eleveii-indi  DahV^ 
g^ens,  throwing  shell  and  hollow  Aot  of  one  humdnKi  and  thiyty^-ei^it^ 
pounds,  four  thirty-two-poundara^  and  one  twenty-eigbt-pounder  rifle. 

In  a.  conflict  of  one  hour  and  ten  minutes  the  Alabama  was  torn  tO' 
pieces,  and  sunk  like  lead  beneath  the  wavea  of  the  Btitiah  ChanmeL   The 
carnage  on  board  the  ship  had  been  awful.    Her  decks  wem  slippery  with; 
bloody  and  the  wounded,  in  large  numbers,  had  been  carried  into  tho  hold^. 
These  all,  with  many  who  were  attending  d^m,  went  down  with  the  ship* 
Eighty  or  ninety  of  the  survivors,  aa  the  Aij^  was  ingulfed^  were  left 
struggling  in  the  wavea.    The  Alabama' was  aecompaoied  from  Qierbou^ 
l^  an  English  yaieht,  the  De^rheund,  owned  by  John  Laaeastor.    After 
the  Alabama  had  surrendered  and  si^iky  Captain  Winslow^  of  the  £eai^- 
sarge,  humanely  asked  Lancaster  to  assist  in  retomMg  the  drowning  men^ 
tia  prisoners,  ,who  had  surrendered..    Lancaster  picked  up  Semmes,  the 
captain  of  tibe  piratic  craft,  and  seveial  otheta  of  the*  officers  aiad  crew,  and^ 
instead  of  placing  them  on  bowrd  the  Ejaanarge,  regardlees  of  Ei^land^a 
professed  neutrality,  steamed  off  to  Oowos,,aad  s^them  at  libeirty.    Hera^ 
the  wretch  who  had  roamed  the  sea,  not  like  a  warrior,  but  like  a  pirate^ 
and  who  had  committed  to  the  flames  more  than  ten  millions  of  private 
property,  was  lauded  by  English  journals,  and  feted  by  English  merchants, 
as  though  he  had  been  a  hero  meriting  the  world's  applause.    This  act  of 
English  dishonor,  added  to  a  thousand  others  during  the  war,  stung  the 
Kational  heart  to  the  quick,  and  added  to  that  universal  spirit  of  indigna- 
tion,which  was  already  almost  irrepressible  throughout  the  land.    The  sen-* 
timent  of  the  community  towards  England  may  be  inferred  from  the  follow- 
ing extract  from  one  of  the  New  York  journals,  published  at  this  time  :-^ 
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^^  It  is  now  a  matter  of  IiifitoTy  that  BritiBh  agents  helped  to  excite  ike 
rebellion  at  the  Sonth.  Our  rebels  are  fighting  with  BritiBh  gong,  and 
British  powder,  and  British  bullets.  The  British  send  them  food  and 
clothing.  The  British  press  encourages  them  to  keep  up  the  war.  British 
peers  are  not  ashamed  openly  to  avow  their  sympathy  with  the  rebels. 
The  rebel  navy  is  composed  of  British  vessels.  When  robbing  our  mer- 
chant-ships, these  pirates  display  the  British  flag.  The  Alabama  was 
manned  by  a  British  crew,  trained  in  a  British  man-of-war.  The  rebellion 
is  a  British  institution  from  top  to  bottom." 

When  the  question  was  asked  Captain  Winslow,  why  he  allowed  the 
Deerhound  so  to  insult  the  American  flag  as  to  run  away  with  his  prison- 
ers, and  why  he  did  not  either  stop  or  sink  her,  he  replied  that  he  could 
not  believe  that  a  vessel  carrying  the  flag  of  the  Eoy  al  Yacht  Club  would 
perpetrate  so  dishonorable  an  act ;  and  when  he  saw  that  the  Deerhound 
was  actually  steaming  for  England,  he  said  that  he  trusted  to  the  honor  of 
Semmes,  that  he  would  still  consider  himself  as  lawfully  a  prisoner.  The 
regret  of  the  nation  was  universal  that  Captain  Winslow  had  thus  allowed 
Senmies  to  escape,  and  that  he  had  placed  any  reliance  in  the  honor  of  a 
man  who  had  violated  his  oath,  renoimced  his  service,  betrayed  his  coun- 
try, turned  pirate  on  the  high  seas,  and,  for  two  years,  burned  and  de- 
stroyed defenceless  merchantmen,  ever  skulking  from  a  fight  till  he  could 
no  longer  endure  the  taunts  upon  his  cowardice.  It  has  often  been  our 
duty  to  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  bravery  of  the  rebel  army ;  but 
the  career  of  the  Alabama  in  cautiously  avoiding  every  armed  ship,  and 
in  plundering  and  burning  defenceless  merchantmen,  merits  only  con- 
tempt. 

The  Rev.  A.  H.  Quint,  of  Massachusetts,  one  of  the  most  heroic  chap- 
lains in  the  United  States  army,  in  a  speech  before  the  Kational  Councfl 
of  Congregational  Clergymen,  in  Boston,  in  June,  1865,  said,  in  wordi 
which  met  with  a  response  in  almost  every  patriot  heart : — 

"When  I  was  in  the  service  of  my  country,  and  saw  my  comrades  fall  j 
when  I  saw  friends  from  Wisconsin,  Indiana,  and  New  Tork,  fall  side  by 
side,  I  knew  that  they  fell  by  British  bullets,  from  British  muskets,  loaded 
with  British  powder,  fired  by  men  wearing  British  shoes,  and  British 
dothing,  and  backed  by  Britidi  sympathy.^' 

Such  sins  cannot  be  forgiven  unrepented  of.  Throughout  the  whole  of 
the  ITnited  States  there  is  a  feeling  of  intense  and  just  indignation  in  vie^ 
of  the  encouragement  which  the  British  Government  and  the  higher  dasses 
of  the  British  people  gave  to  the  rebels.  Such  crimes  are  not  soon  forgot* 
ten. 
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Eably  in  August,  1864,  arrangements  were  made  for  a  naval  and  mili- 
tary expedition  on  a  grand  scale.  A  large  fleet,  under  Admiral  Porter, 
was  collected  in  Hampton  Koads.  Several  months  were  employed  in  the 
arduous  preparations.  It  was  not  until  Monday  evening,  December  12tli, 
1864,  that  tiie  transports  and  smaller  vessels  of  the  fleet,  seventy-flve  ves- 
Bels  in  all,  got  under  way.  The  next  morning  the  line-of  battle  ships,  the 
Ironsides,  and  the  monitors  followed.  The  fleet  consisted  of  seventy-three 
war-vessels,  carrying  six  hundred  and  fifty-five  guns,  and  a  large  number 
of  transports,  conveying  about  ten  thousand  men  under  General  Butler. 

After  encountering  a  severe  storm  off  Cape  Hatteras,  the  fleet  on  the 
14th  anchored  at  Beaufort,  in  Korth  Carolina.  The  next  day  the  arma- 
ment reached  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Fisher,  at  the  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  Eiver, 
the  ipaost  formidable  fortress  which  defended  the  approaches  to  Wilming- 
ton. Unfortunately,  a  severe  storm  arose,  which  prevented  the  immediate 
disembarkation  of  ttie  troops.  Several  days  were  thus  lost,  and  the  enemy 
was  enabled  to  gather  reenforcements,  and  to  make  ample  preparations 
to  repel  the  assault.  The  violence  of  the  storm  was  such  that  the  vessels 
were  compelled  to  draw  off  to  sea  again,  but  reappeared  on  the  23d. 

It  was  not  until  noon  of  Saturday,  the  24th,  that  the  fleet  got  into  posi- 
tion to  open  fire  upon  the  fort.  The  bombardment  was  terrific.  Thirty 
shots  a  minute  of  balls  and  shells  of  largest  calibre  fell  upon  the  works  of 
the  foe.  A  torpedo-boat  was  also  exploded  near  the  fort,  which,  however, 
infiicted  no  serious  injury.  The  bombardment  was  continued  until  dark, 
and  was  resumed  the  next  morning,  and  continued  all  the  day. 

Under  cover  of  this  tremendous  fire,  a  body  of  troops  was  landed, 
Sunday  afternoon,  Jx>  storm  the  fort.  More  than  twenty  thousand  shots 
were  thrown  from  fifty  kinds  of  war-vessels.  The  rebels  responded  with 
only  about  twelve  hundred  shots.  The  ground  in  front  and  rear  of  the 
fert  was  torn  up  with  shells,  and  many  of  the  guns  were  dismounted.  Still 
the  &rt  itself  was  but  slightly  injured. 

About  three  thousand  men  were  landed  to  storm  the  fort.  But  the  at 
tempt  was  not  made,  for  reasons  stated  as  foUo^  by  (General  Butler,  in  a 
letter  to  Admiral  Porter: — 
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^^  Upon  landing  the  troops,  and  making  a  thorough  reconndflsanoe  of 
Fort  Fisher,  both  General  Weitzel  and  mjeelf  are  ftilly  of  opinion  that 
the  place  conld  not  be  carried  by  assanlt,  as  it  was  left  substantially  nnin* 
jnred  as  a  defensive  work,  by  the  navy  fire.  We  found  seventeen  guns 
protected  by  traverses,  two  only  of  which  were  dismounted,  bearing  up 
the  beach,  and  covering  a  strip  of  land,  the  ovlj  practicable  route,  not 
more  than  wide  enough  for  a  thousand  in  line  of  battle. 

"  General  Weitzel  advanced  his  skirmish  line  within  fifty  yards  of  the 
fort,  while  the  garrison  was  kept  in  their  bomb-proofs  by  the  fire  of  the 
navy,  and  so  closely  that  three  or  four  men  of  the  picket  line  ventured 
upon  the  parapet,  and  through  the  sally-port  of  the  woit,  capturing  a 
horse,  which  they  brought  off,  killing  the  orderly,  who  was  the  bearer  of 
a  dispatch  firom  chief  of  artillery  of  General  Whiting,  to  bring  a  light  bat- 
tery within  the  fort,  and  also  brought  away  fixnn  llie  parapet  the  flag  of 
the  fort. 

"  This  was  done  while  the  shells  of  the  navy  were  falling  about  the 
heads  of  the  daring  men  who  entered  the  works,  an^ji  it  was  evident,  as 
Boon  as  the  fire  of  the  navy  ceased,  because  of  the  darkness,  that  the  fort 
was  ftilly  manned  again,  and  opened  with  grape  and  canister  on  our  picket 
line. 

"  Finding  that  nothing  but  the  operations  of  a  r^ular  si^e,  which  did 
not  come  within  my  instructions,  would  reduce  the  fort,  and  in  view  of  the 
threatening  aspect  of  the  weather,  wind  arising  fi'om  the  southeast,  render- 
ing it  impossible  to  make  further  landing  through  the  surf^  I  caused  the 
troops  with  their  prisoners  to  reembark,  and  see  nothing  further  that  can 
be  done  by  the  land  forces.  I  shall  therefore  sail  for  Hampton  Boads  as 
soon  as  the  transport  fleet  can  be  got  in  order.  My  engineers  and  oflBcers 
report  Fort  Fisher  to  me  as  substantially  uninjured  as  a  defensive  work.^ 

Admiral  Porter  was  not  satisfied  with  this  result.  Indeed,  it  is  evident 
that  there  was  a  want  of  harmony  between  the  commanders  of  the  land 
and  naval  forces.    Admiral  Porter  replies : — 

"  I  wish  some  more  of  your  gallant  fellows  had  followed  the  oflScer  who 
took  the  flag  from  the  parapet,  and  the  brave  fellow  who  brought  the  horse 
out  from  the  fort.  I  think  that  they  would  have  found  it  an  easier  con- 
quest than  is  supposed.  I  do  not,  however,  intend  to  place  my  opinion  in 
opposition  to  General  Weitzel,  whom  I  know  to  be  an  accomplished  sol- 
dier and  engineer,  and  whose  opinion  has  great  weight  with  me.'' 

The  subsequent  statements  of  the  rebel  officers  entirely  confirmed  the 
opinion  of  Generals  Butler  and  Weitzel,  that  the  fort  was  substantially 
uninjured  by  th^  navy  fire.  The  disappointment  of  the  community  in 
view  of  .this  failure  was  very  great.  There  was  a  strong  disposition  to 
eensure  General  Butler  fpr  refusing  to  attempt  the  assault,  and  he  was 
ioon  relieved  of  his  comioand.  In  his  farewell  address  to  his  soldiera.  he 
said :  ^'  I  have  refused  to  order  the  useless  sacrifice  of  such  soldiers,  and  I 
am  relieved  from  your  command." 

General  Gjrajit  was  not  at  all  satisfled  with  the  result  of  the  expedition, 
but  was  fiilly  convinced  that  the  fort  could  be  taken  by  direct  assault 
Preparations  were  accordingly  made  to  renew  l3i6  attack  by  the  same  fle^t 
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Tmder  Admiral  Porter,  and  by  a  land  force,  one-third  larger  than  before, 
under  General  Terry.  Fortunately,  m  this  case  the  commanders  of  the 
land  and  naval  forces  were  in  cordial  sympathy,  and  were  resolved,  that  if 
it  were  within  the  limits  of  possibility,  the  fort  should  be  taken. 

The  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War,  after  a  rigid  examination, 
exonerated  Q^naral  Butler  from  all  blame  in  this  affair.  It  appeared  in 
evidence  that  General  Butler,  with  his  -transports,  went  directly  to  the 
place  of  r^idezvouB.  There  he  waited  during  three  days  of  fine  weather 
for  Admiral  Porter,  who  was  at  Beaufort,  taking  in  supplies.  By  the  time 
tlie  admiral  with  his  fleet  had  reached  the  place  of  rendezvous,  a  rising 
Btorm  drove  General  Butler  with  his  transports  to  Beaufort  for  shelter,  and 
to  obtain  supplies,  which  had  been  exhausted  by  his  three  days*  waiting. 

On  Friday,  the  23d  of  December,  when  General  Butler  was  seventy 
miles  distant  from  Fort  Fisher,  Admiral  Porter  exploded,  at  two  o'clock  at 
night,  his  powder-vessel,  and  then,  twelve  hours  after,  at  noori  the  next 
day,  opened  upon  the  fort.  As  soon  as  General  Butler  could  reach  the 
scene  of  action,  which  was  not  until  Saturday  morning,  he  sent  General 
"Weitzel  and  Colonel,  now  General,  Corastock,  to  confer  with  the  admiral 
in  reference  to  operations.  Immediately  two  thousand  three  hundred  men 
were  landed.  General  Weitzel  was  sent  to  reconnoitre  the  fort,  and  to  pro- 
nounce upon  the  practicability  of  an  assault.  His  testimony  before  the 
Committee  was  as  follows : — 

"  Aft;er  that  experience  [in  assaulting  military  works],  with  the  infor- 
mation I  had  obtained  from  reading  and  study — for  before  this  war  I  was 
an  instructor  at  the  Military  Academy  for  three  years,  under  Professor 
Mahan,  on  these  very  subjects — ^remembering  well  the  remark  of  the  Lieu- 
tenant-General  commanding,  that  it  was  his  intention  I  should  command 
that  expedition,  because  another  officer  selected  by  the  War  Department 
had  once  shown  timidity,  and  in  face  of  the  fact  that  I  had  been  appointed 
a  major-general  only  twenty  days  before,  and  needed  confirmation ;  not- 
withstanding aU  that,  I  went  back  to  General  Butler,  and  told  him  I  con- 
sidered it  would  be  murder  to  order  an  attack  on  that  work  with  that 
force.  I  understood  Colonel  Comstock  to  agree  with  me  perfectly,  al- 
though I  did  not  ask  him,  and  General  Butler  has  since  said  that  he  did." 

Upon  this  report  from  an  officer  in  whose  gallantry  as  well  as  engineer- 
ing skill  the  most  implicit  reliance  could  be  placed,  General  Butler  de- 
cided not  to  make  an  assault.     General  Butler,  in  his  testimony,  stated : — 

"  I  will  state  what  determined  my  mind  against  remaining  on  the 
beach  near  Fort  Fisher.  I  was  by  no  means  unmindful  of  the  instructions 
of  the  lieutenant-general.  He  had  directed  me  to  remain,  if  I  had  effected 
a  landing.  If  I  had  effected  a  landing,  I  should  have  remained.  But  a 
landing  requires  something  more  than  to  land  two  thousand  five  hundred 
men,  out  of  six  thousand  five  hundred,  on  a  beach,  with  nothing  but 
forty  rounds  in  their  cartridge-boxes,  and  where  their  supplies  would  be 
driven  off  the  first  storm.  I  did  not  think  that  was  a  landing  within  my 
instructions ;  therefore  I  deemed  it  much  better  for  the  country  to  with- 
draw, as  I  did ;  that  it  wa9  much  less  risk,  and  much  better  for  the  fiiture; 
for,  if  it  was  necessary,  a  sufficient  number  of  men  could  hold  the  line  of 
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oonuniinicatioii  from  Masonborongh  Inlet  down  to  Fott  Fisher ;  and,  if 
thej  conld  be  spared  from  the  armies  around  Bichmohd,  conld  be  sent 
down  there,  where  they  conld  go  in  with  six  feet  of  watei;,  and  from  thenoe 
operating  against  Fort  Fisher,  they  conld  come  prepared  for  a  siege  and 
remain  tibere. 

"By  going  away,  T  wonld  draw  off  the  enemy's  attention.  If  I  re- 
mained ti^ere,  it  wonld  keep  his  forces  concentrated  at  that  point ;  and  if 
I  was  driven  away  by  the  storm  that  was  coming  up,  then  I  should  lose 
the  men  I  had  landed.  I  acted  for  the  best,  according  to  t}ie  light  I 
had.'' 

The  committee  cpndnde  their  report  with  the  following  words : — 

^^  It  will  be  observed  from  the  testimony  that  there  are  several  points 
of  difference  between  the  two  expeditions.  In  the  case  of  the  first  expe- 
dition^  while  the  navy  were  prompt  and  active,  in  the  bombardment  aiid 
the  landing  of  the  troops,  there  was  a  want  of  cordiality  and  cooperation 
between  the  two  arms  of  the  service,  which  mnst  have  seriously  impaired 
the  eflSciency  of  their  joint  action.  The  testimony  of  officers  and  the 
records  of  the  Navy  Department,  herewith  submitted,  are  referred  to  by 
your  conunittee  as  containing  ample  evidence  of  that  fact.  Li  the  second 
expedition  no  such  feeling  was  manifested,  but  the  most  cordial  spirit  of 
cooperation  appears  to  have  actuated  the  connnanding  officers  of  the  army 
and  navy,  and  to  that  may  be  attributed  the  success  which  attended  their 
efforts. 

^^  In  the  case  of  the  first  expedition,  the  bombardment  by  the  fleet  does 
not  seem  to  have  seriously  impaired  the  efficiency  of  the  fort.  But  few  of 
the  guns  of  the  fort  were  injured,  and  the  garrison  seems  to  have  suffered 
but  smaU  loss.  In  the  case  of  the  second  expedition,  the  bombardment 
was  far  more  effective.  Almost  every  gun  was  disabled  on  the  side  of  the 
fort  where  the  army  made  its  assault,  and  the  contest  was  more  of  the 
character  of  infantry  fighting  on  both  sides,  than  a  contest  between  infantiy 
on  the  one  side  and  a  heavily-armed  military  work  upon  the  other.  And 
the  assault  by  the  sailors  and  marines,  though  novel  in  its  character  and 
successful  in  its  immediate  results,  doubtless  proved  of  great  advantage  to 
the  army  by  its  very  novelty,  and  the  diversion  it  created  in  the  operations 
of  the  garrison  of  tibe  fort. 

"  In  conclusion,  your  conmiittee  would  say,  from  all  the  testimony 
before  them,  that  l^e  determination  of  General  Butler  not  to  assault  the 
fort  seems  to  have  been  frilly  justified  by  all  the  facts  and  circumstances 
then  known  or  afterwards  ascertained." 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  January,  the  new  expedition  was 
preparing  to  leave  Fortress  Monroe.  A  small  fleet  of  transports  rapidly 
steamed  up  James  River  to  Bermuda  Hundred.  Here,  in  the  evening, 
they  took  on  board  the  soldiers  who  were  to  compose  the  land  force,  and 
in  the  night  returned  down  the  river  to  their  andiorage  at  Point  Comfort 
The  fleet  consisted  of  twenty-one  steamers  of  various  sizes,  but  all  admi- 
rable sea-boats,  capable  of  weathering  any  ordinary  storm.  Admiral  Por- 
ter was  in  command.  The  land  force  was  under  General  Terry,  whose 
subordinate  generals  were  veteran  soldiers,  experienced  in  all  war's  perils, 


OAPTUBB    0?    irOBT    FISHBB    AND    WIL1{IKGT0N.  638 

'  ■  f 

piompt  in  BXLj  emeigencj.  Qeneral  Terry  oi^  many  a  field  of  blood  had 
"won  renowiu*  General  Adalbert  AmeSjf  an  accomplisbed  scholar,  from 
West  Point,  was  a  man  of  true  heroic  mould.  A  braver  soldier  never  led 
a  column.  .  General  Paine,  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps,  wa^  one 
^whom  no  perplexities  could  bewilder,  and  no  dangers  appall  Qeneral 
Qrant  was  well  aware  that  the  expedition  upon  which  he  was  sending 
these  troops  was  one  of  the  most  desperate  of  the  war.  With  his  custom- 
ary sagacity  he  had  selected  his  agents  to  perform  the  heroic  deed. 

The  transports  reached  their  anchorage  at  Old  Point  Comfort  about 
five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  th6  5th.  At  three  o'clock  the  next  morn- 
ing they  were  again  under  way,  steaming  out  of  the  magnificent  harbor, 
into  the  broad  Atlantic.  The  wind  was  blowing  freshly  at  the  time,  with 
every  appearance  of  a  storm ;  but  before  the  day  dawned  nearly  every 
fiteamer  had  rounded  the  point  of  Cape  Henry,  and  had  disappeared  on 
their  Southern  voyage.  "With  the  rising  sun  the  wind  increased  to  a  gale 
from  the  southeast,  directly  ahead.  The  enormous  billows,  driven  with 
almost  tornado  fury  against  the  bows  of  the  steamers,  greatly  retarded 
their  progress.  As  evening  approached  the  gale  became  so  violent  that  it 
was  not  deemed  safe  to  attempt  to  double  Cape  Hatteras  with  many  of  the 
smaller  transports,  and  they  accordingly  hove-to,  to  ride  out  the  tempest 
north  of  the  stormy  cape.  After  a  few  hours  the  wind  suddenly  whirled 
round  to  the  northwest,  beating  down  the  angry  sea,  and  presenting  a 

^  Major-General  Alfred  Howe  Terry  is  a  citizen  of  New  Haven,  C<Hinecticut  He  was  bom 
in  1828,  and,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion,  was  a  lawyer  in  his  native  city.  The  uplifting  of 
the  banner  of  the  rebellion  called  him,  like  a  true  patriot,  ft-om  the  ofiBce  to  the  field.  A  natural 
taste,  perhaps  an  instmct  of  perils  to  come,  had  led  him  to  be  a  diligent  student  of  military  soi- 
ence.  He  commenced  his  active  career,  which  he  has  passed  with  so  much  honor  to  himself  and 
his  country,  by  recruiting  the  Second  Regiment  of  Oonnectkmt  Volunteers,  over  which  he  was 
oommissicuied  colonel  At  Bull  Run,  at  Port  Royal,  at  Pulaski,  Colonel  Terry  won  much  renown. 
In  April,  1862,  in  acknowledgement  of  liis  marked  ability,  he  was  appoihted  brigadier -general 
At  Pocotaligo,  in  the  conflicts  on  the  James  and  Morris  Islands,  he  rose  to  a  National  reputation. 
In  February,  1864,  he  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Northern  District  of  the  Department 
of  the  South.  Soon  after  he  waa  transferred  to  Virginia,  to  operate  against  Ridimond.  Qen- 
eral Grant  was  a  sagacious  judge  of  character.  He  selected  General  Terry,' now  elevated  to  the 
rank  of  migor-general,  to  lead  the  land,  force  in  the  grand  expedition  against  Fort  Fisher.  The 
result  proves  the  wisdom  of  his  choice.  *'  In  physical  appearance  General  Terry  is  a  trifle  over 
six  feet  in  height,  very  slim,  and  as  straight  ps  an  arrow,  with  a  large  head,  brown  hair,  and  blua 
eyes.  He  is  a  person  c^  gentle  manners  and  ready  intellect  In  the  profession  of  law  he  was  as 
rapidly  rising  in  eminence  as  he  has  since  risen  in  the  profession  of  arms.**  The  heroism  of 
his  attack  on  Fort  Fisher  secured  for  him  the  position  of  major-general  in  the  United  States  Army. 

f  General  Adelbert  Ames  was  bom  in  Maine,  and  entered  the  Military  .Academy  at  West  Point 
in  1858.  The  exigencies  of  the  war  induced  the  Gtovemment  to  transfer  his  whde  dass  to  the 
field,  in  advance  dT  the  regular  order  of  graduation.  In  May,  1861,  he  was  commissioned  first 
lieutenant  in  the  United  States  Artillery.  Under  General  McClellan  he  participated  in  the  siege 
of  Torktown,  and  for  distinguished  service  was  brevettcd  captain.  For  gallantry  displayed  at 
Gametics  Farm  and  Malvern  Hill,  he  was  bre vetted  major  in  July.  A  few  days  after  this  he  was 
commissioned  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  Maine  volunteers.  BLis  regiment,  numbering  nine  hundred 
and  sevens-nine  men,  Yrai  one  of  which  any  officer  m^t  be  proud.  Colonel  Ames  possessed 
all  the  soldierly  qualities  which  could  entitle  him  to  command  such  a  body  of  men.  Rapidly  gain- 
ing in  reputation  for,  both  ability  and  bravery  at  Brandy  Station,  Cold  Harbor,  and  many  other  a 
bloody  field,  he  repeatedly,  in  the  heat  of  the  war,  took  command  of  a  whole  division  of  one  of 
the  army  corps.  He  was  always  found  equal  to  any  emergency,  and  rose  rapidly  to  a  National 
repntatkm  In  his  soldierly  career.  In  April,  1864,  he  was  commissioned  brigadier-general  of 
Tolnnteera.    General  Ames  is  a  young  laan,  but  a  veteran  soldier. 
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smooth  eiq>anfle,  over  which  the  eteamers  rapidlj  glided  towards  Beaufort, 
North  Carolina. 

.  When  they  arrived  at  this  beautifhl  harbor,  over  which  Fort  Macon 
holds  stem  sentinel,  they  found  Admiral  Porter,  with  his  cooperating  fleet 
(rf  gmiboats,  was  already  there.  A  more  formidable  armada  never  set  forth  to 
avenge  a  nation's  wrongs.  There  were  nineteen  transports,  conveying  nine 
thousand  two  hundred  men.  There  were  also  connected  with  the  expedi- 
tion over  forty  of  the  most  potent  ships  of  war  modem  art  could  construct, 
most  of  them  invulnerable  in  their  coats  of  mail,  and  armed  with  the  most 
ponderous  weapons  of  destruction  that  human  skill  could  devise.  It  was 
Sunday,  January  9th,  and  the  scene  of  peace  and  loveliness  presented  to  the 
eye  on  the  still  waters  of  that  spacious  harbor  surpasses  description : 

"Sweet  daj,  so  stiUf  so  calm,  to  bright; 
The  bridal  of  the  earth  and  sky." 

As  the  afternoon  sun  was  gloriously  sinking  behind  the  western  forest, 
Beaufort  was  seen  reposing  in  beauty  on  the  right,  for  "  distance  lends 
enchantment  to  the  view."  On  the  left  rose  the  frowning  walls  of  Fort 
Macon  bristling  with  artillery,  while  far  up  the  harbor  appeared  the  little 
hamlet  of  Morehead  City,  now  just  rising  to  importance.  Beyond  and 
around  swept  apparently  the  interminable  forest  of  North  Carolina  pines. 
Turning  your  eye  seaward,  you  beheld  that  long,  narrow  tongue  of  land 
which  runs  along  the  whole  Carolina  coast,  and  which  here  breaks  into  an 
opening,  creating  the  point  called  Cape  Lookout.  This  barren,  sandy 
strip  of  land,  covered  with  a  dwarfed  growth  of  trees,  is  inhabited  by  a 
very  primitive  population,  composed  of  those  who  in  the  South  are  called 
"  poor  whites."  They  obtain  a  meagre  livelihood  by  fishing  and  raising 
a  few  v^etables.  Schools  and  churches  are  alike  rare  among  them. 
Their  language  partakes  of  the  simplicity  of  their  condition.  One  was 
asked  the  distance  across  the  narrow  strip  of  land ;  he  replied,  "  It  is 
about  two  barks  of  a  dog."  Another,  in  answer  to  the  same  question, 
said,  "  It  is  two  sharp  looks,  and  a  right  smart  chance  beyond." 

Some  of  the  fleet,  both  of  gimboats  and  transports,  cast  anchor  outside 
of  the  bar,  but  they  alike  rode  through  the  night  almost  motionless  at  their 
moorings  upon  the  glassy  sea.  Clouds  had  gathered  in  the  sky  as  the 
Monday  morning's  sun  rose  from  the  waves ;  but  gradually  the  sun  dis- 
persed the  clouds,  and  another  beautiful  day  smiled  upon  the  voyagers. 
Some  of  the  transports  had  been  delayed  by  the  storm,  and  Monday  was 
necessarily  lost  in  waiting  for  their  arrival,  and  in  attending  to  sundry 
preliminaries  of  the  great  fight  soon  to  ensue.  Those  who  were  ready  to 
proceed  were  impatient  of  this  delay,  when  bright  skies  and  smooth  seas 
seemed  to  invite  them  onward. 

Tuesday  morning,  the  10th,  dawned  less  propitious.  The  wind  had 
changed  to  the  southeast,  and,  blowing  very  freshly,  was  rolling  in  massive 
billows  from  the  open  sea.  A  drizzling  rain,  with  gathering  clouds  and  a 
dense  haze,  gave  indications  of  a  stormy,  wintry  day.  Immense  sheets  of 
foam,  dashing  over  the  reefs  of  Shackleford  Island  showed  how  heavy  the 
surf  must  be  upon  every  exposed  shore.    Clouds  of  vapor  brooded  over 
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land  and  water^  so  that  from  the  centre  of  the  harbor  the  town  of  Bean- 
£>rt  conld  not  be  seen.  All  the  signs  indicated  the  approach  of  one  of 
those  severe  storms  to  which  that  latitude,  in  that  season  of  the  year,  waer 
peculiarly  exposed*  Every  thing  was  made  snug  to  meet  the  tempest. 
The  larger  ships,  rolling  in  the  angry  sea,  put  out  additional  anchors ; 
others  sought  a  more  sheltered  spot.  Many  pushed  boldly  out  into  the 
ocean  to  ride  out  the  storm,  where  there  would  be  no  danger  from 
treacherous  ree&  and  sand-bars.  During  the  day  the  storm  increased. 
About  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  a  brig  appeared,  running  into  the 
harbor,  scudding  before  the  gale.  Her  topsail  was  blown  into  shreds, 
and  her  ensign,  flapping  from  the  shrouds,  gave  signal  of  distress. 
Captain  Berry,  of  the  Blackstone,  immediately  hove  anchor,  though  with 
great  diflSculty  in  so  stormy  a  sea,  and  advanced  to  the  relief  of  the  stranger. 
As  he  dropped  under  the  stem  of  the  brig,  and  hailed  her,  the  hoarse 
answer  came  back  through  the  driving  vapor,  and  over  the  waves : 

"  The  William  H.  Brickmore,  of  St.  George,  Maine,  leaking  badly, 
four  feet  of  water  in  the  hold ;  the  crew  all  beat  out/' 

A  naval  tug  was  sent  to  the  relief  of  the  brig.  More  and  more 
furiously  blew  the  gale.  The  ocean  was  one  vast  sheet  of  foam.  The 
steamers  got  up  steam  to  prevent  being  blown  ashore.  Several  were  seen 
rolling  and  pitching  fearfully  in  the  sea,  as  they  struggled  to  get  out  from 
the  exposed  roadstead,  where  sand-banks  were  all  around  them  in  most 
dangerous  pix>ximity.  As  night  came  on  the  gale  increased  to  a  hurricane, 
with  thunder  and  lightning  and  torrents  of  rain.  The  scene  was  awful 
on  board  the  transports  crowded  with  troops.  Every  thing  movable  was 
dashed  violently  about.  For  many,  there  was  no  shelter  from  the  piercing 
wintry  wind,  and  from  the  waves  which  in  showers  of  spray  swept  the 
decks.     The  discomfort  of  that  night  cannot  be  told. 

About  midnight  the  wind  changed  a  little,  and  the  gale  seemed  to 
relent  in  its  fury.  "Wednesday  morning,  the  11th,  came.  But  it  was  a 
wintry  day: 

"  Sullen  and  sad,  with  all  his  rising  train, 
Vapors,  and  clouds,  and  storms.*'  # 

But  the  fierceness  of  the  tempest  had  so  far  abated  that  the  scattered 
fleet  began  again  to  reassemble.  The  transports  were  most  of  them  at 
anchor  off  the  bar.  At  one  o'clock  an  order  was  sent  from  Commodore 
Porter,  in  the  flag-ship  McCleUan,  for  the  whole  squadron  to  be  ready  to 
Bail,  assigning  to  each  vessel  its  position.  In  long  line  the  transports  were 
to  follow  the  vessels  of  war,  each  keeping  as  near  its  convoy  a^  could  be 
consistent  with  safety.  Very  minute  directions  were  given  respecting  th(9 
order  of  sailing,  the  method  of  landing  the  assaulting  columns;  and  the 
position  of  the  gunboats,  iron-dad  and  wooden;  for  the  bombardment  of 
the  fort. 

About  sunset  the  war-vessels  first  got  under  way,  and  steamed  out  of 
the  harbor,  to  take  their  positions  in  the  majestic  line  of  advance  upon  the 
doomed  rebel  flag.  It  was  a  magnificent  evening.  The  vapor  and  clouds 
had  disappeared.  As  the  sun,  in  wintry  splendor,  sank  below  the 
distant  forest,  the  full-orbed  moon  rose  apparently  from  the  blue  waVes. 
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The  fleet  rose  and  fell  Bublimely  on  the  maj^c  swell  of  the  sea.  From 
the  peak  and  flag-etaff  of  eveiy  ship,  as  the  lamps  were  suspended,  saddenl^ 
there  seemed  to  rise  npon  the  sea  a  populous  city,  with  it  streets  illnminated^ 
by  gas-lights.  During  the  night  the  wind  died  away  to  almost  a  perfect 
ealm,  and  the  swell  subsided  to  a  mirrored  ocean. 

It  was  about  seventy  miles  from  Beaufort  to  New  Inlet,  where  the  fleet, 
which  was  to  enter  from  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  would  pass  within  the  widely- 
expanded  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  Biver.  As  the  fast  steamers  would  be 
retarded  by  those  which  made  less  speed,  this  would  require  a  sail  of  about 
eight  hours.  On  Thursday  morning,  the  1 2th,  the  sun  rose  in  a  cloudless 
sky.  There  was  scarcely  a  breath  of  wind.  The  ocean  was  perfectly 
smooth.  In  the  clear  morning  air,  remote  objects  seemed  near.  Ocean, 
land,  and  sky  were  lighted  up  with  almost  supernatural  splendor.  The 
shores,  the  town,  the  frowning  fort,  the  fleet  aU  were  bathed  in  the  bril- 
liant sunlight.  General  A.  H.  Terry,  who  was  In  command  of  the  land 
force,  steamed  across  the  bar,  in  his  flagHship,  the  HcGellan,  and  fired  a 
gun  as  the  signal  for  the  transports  to  get  under  way.  Admiral  David  D; 
Porter,  in  the  Malvern,  which  was  his  flag-ship,  took  his  imperial  station  at 
the  head  of  the  gunboat  fleet.  Before  noon  the  whole  armada  was  gliding 
swiftly  along,  in  gorgeous  array  over  the  surface  of  the  unruffled  sea. 

Such  a  scene  of  majesty  and  yet  of  beauty,  of  peace  and  yet  of  power, 
few  mortal  eyes  have  ever  witnessed.  The  brilliant  day,  the  mirrored 
oeean,  the  long  lines  of  the  Carolina  coast,  only  a  few  miles  distant  on  the 
right,  the  magniflcent  squadron,  with  its  vast  variety  of  vessek — mammoth 
ships-of-war,  monitors,  looking  in  the  distance  but  like  puncheons  on  i 
raft,  transports  of  almost  every  size  and  structure,  and  black  with  iheif 
•warming  multitudes,  flags  and  pennants  streaming  in  the  air,  with  occa- 
sional bursts  of  music  from  the  military  bands,  echoing  faintly  over  th^ 
waveless  expanse — all  presented  a  scene  never  to  be  foigotten  by  those 
whose  privil^e  it  wad  to  gaze  upcm  it  The  ships  which  led  in  the  long  line 
were  entirely  lost  beneath  the  rotundity  of  the  sea,  so  that  they  oould  not 
be  «ien  by  those  in  the  rear.  The  flock  of  transports  was  preceded  and 
flanked,  at  regular  intervals,  by  the  guardian  gunboats. 

The  monitors,  which  were  not  built  for  swift  sailing,  were  taken  in 
tow  to  accelerate  their  speed.  Hie  squadron  advanced  at  the  rate  of 
about  seven  miles  an  hour.  Fort  Fisher  was  reared,  in  all  its  massive 
strength,  on  the  southern  point  of  a  tongue  of  land  which  from  the  north 
commanded  New  Inlet.  A  brilliant  sunset  closed  the  magnificent  day. 
Just  as  the  sun  was  going  down,  four  additional  steamers,  from  the  East, 
joined  the  squadron.  The  vessels  in  the  advance  arrested  their  speed, 
tiiat  those  in  the  rear  might  dose  up.  As  the  twilight  faded  away,  again 
the  lamps  were  swung  from  mast-heads  and  flag-sta£&,  presenting  a  specta- 
de  of  sigular  picturesque  beauty.  Soon  the  moon  rose  in  friU-orbed  splen- 
dor. At  nine  o'clock,  in  its  bright  light,  the  land  was  distinctly  visible, 
and  likewise  the  blockading  fleet,  which,  for  weary  months,  had  been  keep- 
ing guard  at  the  mouth  of  the  inlet.  Signal-lights,  rapidly  interchanged 
b^ween  the  admiral's  ship  and  the  blockading  squadron  near  the  shore, 
indicated  that  some  prompt  movement  was  to  be  made. 


OAPTUBB    OF    rOST    FISHBB    AND    WILHIKGTOS. 


The  tndton,  defiantly  untyed  beneath  the  bannw  of  treRsoQ  in  Fort 
f^eher,  had  evidently  been  arooEed  bj  the  appalling  epectacle  which  had 
seemingly  emeiged  from  the  boeom  of  the  sea.  An  immenee  bonfire, 
jnet  In  tlie  rear  of  the  fort,  threw  np  its  billowy  flamea  into  the  sky, 
Ulomining  the  whole  regicm  aronnd,  apparently  a  beacon  to  infonn  the 
rebel  hoatB  in  the  city  of  Wilmington  and  ita  vicinity  of  the  approach  <^ 
tiie  Union  fleet  At  eleven  o'clock  the  sqnadron  came  to  uiohor  at  a 
point  where,  tmder  the  shelter  of  its  guns,  Uie  trsnspOTte  oonld  land  the 
troopa  who  were  to  storm  the  fort,  immediately  after  liie  sliipe  had  ftil£lled 
their  allotted  task  of  the  bombardment. 

Friday,  January  13th,  dawned  beaatifiiDy.  A  bright  snn,  a  smooth 
sea,  a  refreshing  breeze  from  off  the  shore,  presented  all  the  iacilitieB 
which  heart  conid  desire  for  the  momentons  operations  of  the  day.  At 
sunrise  the  fplendid  fiigate  Brooklyn,  followed  by  aeveral  other  w»P- 
Tessela,  slowly  skirted  the  shore  at  the  distance  of  about  a  mile,  and 
tossed  their  enormons  shells  into  the  forest,  and  into  every  spot  where 
rebel  troops  coold  by  any  possibflity  be  otmcealed.  ■  To  this  aesaalt  not 
a  traitor  gon  replied.  The  ground  having  been  thus  efiectnally  recon- 
noitred, preparations  were  made  to  land  the  troops.  From  all  tbe  ahipa 
and  transports  boats  were  lamicfaed,  and  almost  in  the  twinkling  of  an 
eye  dte  sea  was  covered  with  the  lilipatian  flotilla.  Widi  cheers  and 
waving  banners,  and  bngle  pe^  and  exultant  music  from  martial  bands, 
the  enthoaiastic  thousand!  were  rowed  to  tiie  shore,  and  sprang  upon  tiio 
beach. 
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While  this  imposing  spectacle  was  passing,  another  and  a  sublimer 
scene  was  being  enacted.  The  majestic  war-ship  ^'  New  Ironsides,"  with 
the  tnrreted  monitors,  some  with  single,  some  with  double  turrets,  de* 
liberatelj,  defiantly,  as  though  neither  shot  nor  shell  could  harm  them, 
took  their  position  within  point-blank  range  of  Fort  Fisher,  and  opened 
upon  the  fortress  a  terrific  fire.  The  thunders  of  the  cannonade,  the  bril- 
liance of  the  day,  the  sublimity  of  the  scene,  the  grandeur  of  the  enter- 
prise, caused  the  blood  to  leap  in  one's  veins.  Even  the  naturally  timid 
were  made  recklessly  brave.  The  soldiers,  as  they  were  landing,  .in  their 
enthusiasm  leaped  into  the  surf,  and  ran  dripping  from  the  sea,  with  loud 
cheers,  to  plant  the  National  banner  on  the  soil  which  treason  and  rebellion 
had  dishonored.  Notwithstanding  the  calmness  of  the  sea,  there  was  as 
usual  a  swell,  which  the  sailors  call  the  breathing  of  the  ocean,  which  in 
foamy  crests  broke  and  rolled  along  the  shore.  Thus  most  of  the  men,  in 
landing  from  the  heavily-loaded  boats,  got  pretty  thoroughly  drenched 
Their  knapsacks  were  frequently  immersed,  and,  in  some  cases,  their 
ammunition  spoiled.  Officers  and  men  worked  with  like  eagerness  and 
alacrity.  Before  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  land  forces  were  all 
ashore,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  held  in  reserve. 

The  landing  was  effected  upon  a  strip  of  hard  beach  about  two  hun- 
dred feet  in  width,  and  five  nadles  above  Fort  Fisher.  The  beach  was 
lined  by  some  sand-hiUocks,  which  would  afford  very  good  natural  breast- 
works, should  the  troops  be  suddenly  attacked.  The  centre  of  the  tongue 
of  land,  which  here,  with  a  breadth  of  about  two  miles,  separates  the  ocean 
from  Oape  Fear  Biver,  is  quite  densely  wooded,  and  defcnrmed  with  swamps 
and  stagnant,  lagunes.  The  troops,  thus  successfully  landed,  were  promptly 
drawn  up  in  military  order,  their  line  extending  along  ike  beach  about 
two  miles.  Pickets  were  thrown  out  to  guard  against  surprise.  In  the 
mean  time  the  boats  were  busy  bringing  to  the  shore  the  supplies  needful 
for  BO  maay  hungry  months. 

As  the  bombardment  was  progressing  fiercely,  about  three  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon,  a  rebel  steamer  ran  down  Cape  Fear  River  from  Wilming- 
ton. Its  long  line  of  black  smoke  was  distinctly  seen  across  the  tongue 
of  land,  and  over  the  low  battlements  of  the  fort,  from  the  bombarding 
fleet.  Soon  the  paths  of  the  other  rebel  war-steamers  were  seen  running 
nervously  up  and  down  the  river.  Their  positions  were  discerned  by  the 
clouds  of  billowy  smoke  from  bituminous  coal  or  pitch-pine  knots,  which 
they  left  in  their  train.  They  were  probably  conveying  reenforcements 
to  Fort  Fisher,  and  rebel  troops  from  Wilmington,  to  watch  and  assail  the 
troops  which  had  landed. 

At  half-past  four,  Admiral  Porter  signalled  for  all  the  remaining  gun- 
boats to  move  into  position  and  take  part  in  the  bombardment.  Thus  far 
only  the  Ironsides  and  three  monitors  had  opened  upon  the  fort.  But 
these  formidable  men-of-war  had  kept  up  a  fire  so  continuous  and  deadly, 
with  their  ponderous  shot  and  shedl,  that  the  rebels  were  driven  to  take 
refuge  in  their  casemates.  They  rarely  ventured  a  shot  in  return.  When 
they  did  fire,  their  aim  seemed  to  be  directed  exclusively  towards  the  mon- 
itors.    The  accuracy  with  which  their  shot  were  tlnrown  showed  that 
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their  guns  were  manned  by  skilfdl  liandB.  The  fire  of  the  ehipe  was 
so  incessant  that  they  were  completely  enveloped  in  the  elonds 
of  their  own  smoke.  TWie  spectacle  was  very  curious.  There  seemed 
to  he  upon  the  ocean  several  spots  of  dense,  dark  vapor,  flashing  with 
angry  Kghtnings,  belching  forth  thunder-peals,  and  hurling  forth  shrieking 
missiles  of  war,  before  whose  ponderous  weight  the  solid  masonrjr  of  Fort 
Fisher  was  rapidly  crumbling.  One  of  these  immense  fifteen-inch  shells 
pierced  the  sand  of  the  traverse,  and  burst  in  the  middle  of  ope  of  the 
casemates,  killing  and  wounding,  it  is  said,  more  than  fifty  men. 

But  when  all  the  ships  united  in  this  terrific  bombardment,  the  scene 
surpassed,  not  only  all  power  of  pen  or  pencil  to  describe,  but  even  of 
imagination  to  conceive.  The  flash  was  almost  a  continuous  lightning 
gleam.  The  roar  was  one  incessant  rumbling,  crashing  thunder-peaL 
The  afternoon  sun  went  down,  obscured  in  muity  clouds  of  smoke ;  the 
twilight  faded  away ;  darkness  came — ^the  darkness  of  a  night  as  yet  with- 
out a  moon.  Still  the  tempest  of  war  flashed  and  thundered  in  deafening 
roar.  The  vivid  gleams  illumined  the  whole  wide  scene  with  lurid  light. 
The  explosions,  hurling  their  Titanic  missiles,  seemed  to  shake  both  sea 
and  land.  The  transport  fleet,  riding  at  anchor  at  a  distance  of  nearly 
four  miles,  trembled  from  stem  to  stem,  as  though  some  gigantic  battering- 
ram  were  smiting  them.  Two  hundred  guns,  flred  with  great  rapidity, 
were  at  the  same  time  hurling  their  shot  and  shell  in  and  against  the  fort 
No  flesh  and  blood  could  stand  up  against  such  an  assault.  The  rebel 
gunners  fled  into  the  casemated  dungeons,  and  silently,  without  response, 
awaited  the  issue. 

While  this  bombardment  was  going  on,  the  troops  who  had  landed 
about  half-past  four  commenced  their  march  along  the  beach,  a  distance, 
as  we  have  mentioned,  of  about  five  miles,  towards  the  fort.  They  ad' 
vanced  slowly,  and  with  great  caution,  skirmishers  being  thrown  out 
to  guard  against  the  possibility  of  surprise.  After  marching  about  two 
miles,  they  halted  to  await  the  effect  of  the  bombardment.  It  was  hoped 
that  by  the  tremendous  fire,  a  breach  might  be  made  through  the-walls, 
and  the  interior  of  the  fort  so  disabled  that  an  assaulting  column  might 
rush  in  and  speedily  silence  all  opposition.  During  the  night,  camp-fires 
blazed  along  the  beach  for  a  distance  of  four  or  five  miles.  As  these 
flames  illumined  the  land,  myriads  of  lights  from  lamps  upon  the  rigging 
of  the  ships  seemed  to  dance  upon  the  bosom  of  the  sea.  All  the  night 
long,  a  slow  but  constant  fire  was  kept  up  by  the  monitors,  that  the  gar- 
rison of  the  fort  might  not  enjoy  any  repose. 

With  the  earliest  dawn  of  Saturday  morning,  the  14th,  no  fiag-staff 
was  visible  upon  Fort  Fisher.  '  It  had  been  shot  away  in  t?.e  night,  and 
no  one  seemed  disposed  to  encounter  the  perils  of  the  fearful  cannonade 
by  replacing  the  banner.  The  weather  was  cloudy,  the  wind  rising,  and 
the  surf  rolled  in  more  heavily  upon  the  beach.  About  eight  o'clock  the 
rebels  ran  up  another  flag,  indicating  that  they  were  still  alive  and  defiant. 
In  the  mean  time,  General  Terry  had  landed  and  established  his  head- 
quarters on  the  shore,  in  the  midst  of  the  front  rank  of  his  troops.  The 
reserve  force,  of  which  we  have  spoken,  was  now  thrown  ashore,  and 
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several  batteries  of  field-gnns.    The  heavy  surf  rendered  the  landing  a 
measure  of  some  difficnhj. 

The  troops  had  thrown  up  two  lines  of  breastworks,  extendizig  entirely 
aerosB  the  peninsula,  from  Ihe  ocean  to  Cape  Fear  Biver.  One  of  these 
faced  Wilmington,  to  prevent  any  t^:oops  from  descending  to  the  aid  of 
the  beleaguered  fortress.  The  oUier,  a  parallel  line,  a  little  farther  down, 
prevented  the  escape  of  the  garrison  by  land,  and  was  a  protection  against 
any  sortie.  Thus  frur,  no  foe  had  appeared  to  assail  the  troopa  who  had 
landed,  though  it  was  known  that  there  was  quite  a  large  force  in  the 
vicinity  of  Wilmington.  The  lower  line  of  breastworks  was  witbixi  a  mile 
of  the  fort 

The  bombardment  still  continued  through  the  morning  hours  of  Son- 
day,  the  15th.  It  was  a  cahn  and  lovely  day,  as  mild  as  June.  A  few 
clouds  floated  dreamily  in  the  deep-blue  sky.  During  much  of  the  time 
as  many  as  four  sheik  struck  the  fort  every  minute.  In  the  conrpe  of  tlie 
morning,  six  rebel  steamers  ran  down  Cape  Fear  River,  from  Wilmington, 
loaded  with  troops.  They  succeeded  in  landing  three  hundred  in  the  fort, 
when  such  a  shower  of  shells  were  thrown  over  the  fort  by  the  patriot 
fleet,  that  the  steamers  were  compelled  to  retire.  By  noon,  the  terrible 
bombardment  had  so  battered  down  the  sea  &joe  of  the  wall,  that  it  was 
thought  a  successM. charge  could  be  made  through  the  breach  by  a  reso- 
lute force  of  sailors,  landed  frt)m  the  ships.  It  was  a  desperate  enter- 
prise, for  it  was  not  doubted  that  the  assailants  would  be  met  by  a  conc^- 
trated  and  murderous  Are. 

Three  o'clock  Sunday  afternoon  was  assigned  for  this  movement.  In 
preparation  for  it,  the  boats  were  lowered  on  the  outer  side  of  the  ships 
and  filled  with  men  thus  screened  from  observation.  At  the  same  time 
the  land  forces  were  to  advance  in  a  resolute  attack  upon  the  land  side. 
The  land  force,  almost  in  rear  of  the  fort,  moved  first  upon  the  massive 
fortress.  Qeneral  Ames,  as  calm,  and  sagacious,  and  fearless  a  soldier 
as  ever  drew  a  sword,  guided  his  division,  aided  by  the  intr^id  arm 
of  General  Curtis.  The  troops  sprang  forward,  and,  speedily  hewing 
down  the  stockade  and  chevaux-de-frise,  after  encoanterin^r  desperate  re- 
Bistance,  sncceeded  in  obtaining  a  lodgment  in  the  nortlZt  corSr  of  ihe 
fortress.  Here  General  Curtis  gallantly  plants  the  National  flag,  and  as 
its  folds  proudly  waved  in  the  breeze  over  the  recovered  ramparts,  it  was 
greeted  with  enthusiastic  cheers  by  the  patriot  troo{>s.  The  veteran,  wa^ 
worn  Thirteenth  Indiana  Volunteers,  renowned  for  their  achievements  in 
every  engagement  since  the  war  begun,  where  their  flag  had  been  un- 
furled, carried  and  held  the  counterscarp  on  the  beach  face  of  the  Ibrt 
They  were  armed  with  the  Spencer  rifle,  and  led  by  their  tried  commander, 
lieutenant-Oolonel  Lent. 

«  In  the  midst  of  these  appalling  scenes  of  tumult,  uproar,  carnage  and 
4eath,  and  while  the  fleet  was  still  keeping  up  its  deadly  fire  upon  that 
portion  of  the  fortress  which  our  troops  had  not  yet  penetrated,  the  sailors 
and  marines  came  plunging  into  the  volcanic  arena.  The  orders  giv^ 
J)y  Admiral  Porter  for  their  cooperation  were  as  follows : — 

'^  Before  going  into  action,  the  oommander  of  each  vessel  will  detail  afl 
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many  men  as  he  can  spare  from  the  gmis^  fbr  a  IftTK^mg  parly,  that  we  msty 
liave  a  share  in  the  assault  when  it  takes  place.  Boats  will  be  kept  ready 
lowered  near  the  water,  on  the  off-dde  of  the  vessel.  The  sailors  will  be 
armed  with  cutlasses,  well  sharpened,  and  with  revolyers.  Wh^i  the  sig- 
nal is  made  to  man  the  boats,  the  men  wiU  get  in,  but  not  Aaw  them- 
Belves.  Whep  the  signal  is  made  to  assault,  the  boats  will  pull  round  the 
stem  of  the  monitors,  and  land  eight  abreast  of  them,  and  board  the  fort 
in  a  seaman-like  way.  The  marines  will  form  in  the  rear  and  cover  the 
sailors.  While  the  soldiers  are  going  over  the  parapet  in  front,  the  sailori 
ymH  take  the  sea  face  of  Fort  Fisher.  We  can  land  two  thousand  men 
firom  the  fleet  and  not  feel  it.  Two  thousand  active  men  from  the  fleet 
-will  carry  the  day.^ 

The  utmost  harmony  and  good  feeling  marked  the  generous  rivalry 
between  the  land  and  naval  forces.  They  vied  wit^  each  other  in  playM 
boasts  of  their  individual  prowess  in  the  great  assault.  The  storming 
party  of  soldiers  and  marines  was  soon  assembled  upon  the  beach.  The 
rebels  opened  upon  them  with  grape,  killing  or  wounding  neariy  fifty,  be^ 
fore  they  could  form  for  the  charge.  The  force  consisted  of  about  sixteen 
hundred  men,  and  were  oi^anized  in  two  columns.  The  sailors  were 
armed  with  cutlasses  and  revolvers,  and  the  marines  with  muskets.  At  the 
given  signal  they  all  started  on  llie  double-quick,  running  up  the  sandy 
beach,  in  the  face  of  the  storm  of  grape-diot  whistling  around  th'sm. 
When  they  had  reached  a  point  but  about  a  thousand  yards  troia  the  brist- 
ling cannon  of  the  fort,  they  halted  for  a  moment,  under  cover  of  some 
rifle-pits,  and  reformed  their  disordered  Kne. 

It  was  nearly  a  mile  along  the  beach,  from  the  place  of  landing  to  the 
rifle-pits.  The  troops  had  scarcely  b^un  to  move  before  the  rebel  shells 
from  the  fort  and  the  water-batteries  came  shrieking  into  their  ranks, 
Bcattering  wide  destruction  in  their  explosion.  Those  who  anxiously 
watched  them  from  the  ships  could  see  large  gaps  torn  in  the  line.  Many, 
who  were  thrown  down,  remained  motionless  upon  the  sand.  Others  were 
seen  slowly  rising  again,  and  limping  back,  or  crawling  over  the  sand,  upon 
their  hands  and  feet,  in  search  of  some  place  of  shelter.  But  the  main 
body,  unchecked,  pressed  boldly  on.  When  they  reached  near  the  foot  of 
the  ramparts,  the  whole  beach  over  which  they  had  passed  was  strewed 
with  the  dead  and  wounded. 

Just  then,  those  on  board  the  ships  saw  three  American  flags  rise 
proudly  over  the  rear  wall  of  Fort  Fidier.  It  told  them  that  Gbneral 
Terry  had  at  least  partially  succeeded  in  his  attempt,  and  upon  some  cap- 
tured redoubt  had  planted  the  Kational  banner.  The  sailors,  however,  in 
the  midst  of  the  smoke,  tumult,  and  carnage  of  their  terrible  chaige,  could 
not  be  cheered  by  this  intelligence.  The  garrison  evidently  suj^posed  that 
the  assault  of  the  seamen  was  the  main  attack,  and  they  accumulated  at 
that  point  their  strength  for  the  repulse. 

And  now  came  the  chaige.  It  was  one  of  tibe  most  magnificent  spec- 
tacles of  the  war.  Every  boat's  crew  carried  an  ensign  and  their  own 
distinguishing  flag.  To  see  nearly  two  thousand  men  rushing  forward,  in 
the  face  of  one  of  the  most  pitiless  storms  of  war,  with  loud  eheers,  with 
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these  glittenBg  banners  waring  their  gorgeons  plnmage,  while  flame 
flashed  in  their  faces,  and  billowy  smoke  rose  around  them,  and  the  thnn- 
deJr  of  artillery,  in  incessant  peals,  shook  the  very  gromid  upon  which  they 
trod,  was  a  spectacle  in  which  all  the  elements  of  sublimity  seemed  to  be 
combined* 

They  soon  encountered  a  stout  palisade  composed  of  spiles  driven  into 
the  sand.  The  shot  and  shell  of  the  bombardment  had  sma^ed  huge  aper- 
tures through  the  palisade,  and  the  patriots  swept  on  like  a  swollen  tor- 
rent through  a  crevassa  Lieutenant  Porter,  who  conducted  the  van  of 
the  storming  party,  endeavored  to  lead  some  men  around  the  end  of  the 
stockade,  when  he  fell  dead,  pierced  by  tiie  bullet  of  a  sharpshooter.  The 
fleet  was  compelled  to  cease  shelling  those  portions  of  the  fortress  upon 
which  oxir  troops  were  <9X)wding.  The  rebels  consequently  sprang  from 
their  hiding-places,  and  vigorously  worked  such  guns  as  they  could  bring 
to  bear  upon  their  assailants. 

Inside  of  the  palisades  there  was  a  ditch  torn  and  encumbered  with 
the  debris  which  the  cannonade  had  caused.  The  assailants  floundered 
through  it,  stru^ling  to  climb  the  crumbled  ramparts,  and  to  force  their 
way  through  the  clogged  breaches.  It  seems  invidious  to  particularize  in- 
dividuals, where  every  man  acted  the  part  of  a  hero.  But  even  in  this  tu- 
multuous scene.  Commander  Breeze  and  Lieutenants  Cushing  and  Preston 
were  noticed  as  performing  signal  feats  of  gallantry.  The  rebel  infantiy, 
from  the  parapet  and  from  between  the  traverses,  poured  in  upon  the  assail- 
ants  a  continuous  fire  of  musketry.  Fortunately,  the  heavy  guns  could 
not  be  sufficiently  depressed  to  mow  them  down  with  grape  and  canister. 

These  brave  men  did  every  thing  that  mortal  valor  and  energy  could  do 
to  escalade  the  precipitous  walls  of  the  fort.  It  was  all  in  vain.  The 
deed  could  not  be  accomplished.  They  were  repulsed — ^bloodily  repulsed— 
having  had  two  hundred  of  their  number  struck  down  by  the  missiles  hurled 
so  pitilessly  upon  them.  As  they  retreated  along  the  beach  to  their  boats, 
they  were  again  brought  within  range  of  the  artillery,  and  were  assailed 
by  a  deadly  storm  of  grape-shot  and  of  musketry.  Every  gun  which  could 
be  brought  to  bear  upon  them  belched  forth  its  bolts  of  mutilation  and 
death. 

For  six  hours  this  fearful  conflict  had  continued,  in  a  struggle  often 
hand  to  hand.  The  storming  of  the  fort  by  the  naval  brigade  was,  how- 
ever, by  no  means  a  .useless  operation.  It  was  one  of  the  essential  links 
In  the  chain  of  events  by  which  the  fort  was  taken.  This  assault  operated 
as  a  diversion,  summoning  to  the  repulse  so  much  of  the  strength  of  ^e  gar- 
rison, that  the  soldiers  on  the  other  side  of  the  fort  were  enabled  to  obtain 
a  foothold  frx>m  which  they  could  not  be  dislodged.  Several  of  the  ships 
continued  to  throw  their  ^ells  into  those  portions  of  the  fort  still  held  bj 
the  rebels. 

In  the  successful  assault  upon  the  fort  by  the  land  forces.  General 
Adelbert  Ames  was  an  undisputed  hero.  Eight  diousand  five  hundred  troops 
had  been  landed  on  the  peninsula  above  the  fort.  Their  rapidly  con- 
structed line  of  intrenchments  ran  across  the  peninsula,  three  miles  north 
of  the  fort    Five  thousand  men  held  this  defensive  line.    Three  thousand 
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five  hTmdred  men  were  placed  under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General 
Adelbert  Ames,  to  carry  by  Btorm  a  fort  pronounced  impregnable  by  the 
ablest  engineers.  It  was  not  until  the  afternoon  of  Sunday,  the  15ih, 
that  aU  things  were  ready.  The  fire  of  the  navy  had  been  much  more 
effective  than  on  the  first  eiq)edition,  having  disabled  fifteen  of*  the 
seventeen  guns  on  the  north  face  of  the  fort.  Large  gaps  had  also  been 
torn  through  the  palisading  in  the  front  of  the  fort. 

The  division  of  General  Ames  comprised  three  brigades.  The  first, 
under  General  Curtis,  held  the  advance.  Then  came  the  second  brigade, 
under  General  Pennypacker.  A  little  in  the  rear  was  the  third  brigade, 
under  Colonel  BeU.  General  Ames  and  his  staff  stood  near  General 
Terry,  awaiting  his  orders.  When  all  things  were  ready.  General  Terry 
signalled  to  Admiral  Porter  so  to  direct  his  fire  as  not  to  injure  otlr 
troops.  Turning  to  General  Ames,  he  said,  "  Tou  may  now  order  Gen- 
eral Curtis  to  move  forward  with  his  brigade.'* 

"  When  shall  I  order  up  my  second  and  third  lines  f  said  General  Ames. 

"  Tou  will  use  your  own  judgment,''  was  the  reply. 

It  is  one  of  the  first  requisites  of  a  military  commander  that  he 
should  possess  almost  an  intuitive  knowledge  of  men.  General  Terry  well 
knew  to  what  kind  of  a  man  he  had  intrusted  this  enterprise  of  honor 
and  of  danger.  General  Anies  was  henceforth,  during  the  terrific  struggle, 
the  commander-in-chief  of  his  little  band.  He  not  only  issued  the 
general  orders,  but  directed  in  detail  all  the  movements  of  tiie  three 
brigades ;  sharing  all  the  exposures  of  the  battle,  and  inspiring  his  men 
with  his  own  self-possession  and  fearlessness. 

The  first  brigade  dashed  forward  with  a  run,  and  reaching  the  parapet 
near  the  western  extremity  of  the  north  face,  gained  a  foothold  within  the 
enclosed  space  of  the  fort,  by  entering  through  the  gaps  in  the  palisades. 
Immediately  General  Ames  pushed  forward  the  second  brigade  to  the  sup* 
port  of  the  first ;  then  Bell's  Brigade  gallantly  dashed  forward  to  share  in 
the  glory  and  the  perils  of  the  strife. 

We  had  thus  gained  a  foothold.  How  long  we  could  maintain  it  was 
doubtftd.  The  capture  of  the  first  traverse  was  by  no  means  the  most  diflS- 
cult  part  of  the  work  to  be  done.  The  issue  of  the  terrible  struggle  now 
entered  upon  devolved  upon  the  ability  and  heroism  of  General  Ames. 
Fortunately  for  the  nation,  the  right  man  was  in  the  right  place.  The 
troops  had  marched  over  the  open  ground  with  gallantry  w;hich  elicited  the 
admiration  of  every  beholder.  They  were  now  not  only  to  maintain  the 
position  they  had  gained,  but  to  advance,  in  the  face  of  a  determined  fi)e,  to 
the  complete  possession  of  the  fcrt.  Each  traverse  was  virtually  an  inde- 
pendent fort  fliirty  feet  high,  enclosing  within  its  impenetrable  walls  a 
room  entered  by  a  passage  so  narrow  that  two  men  could  easily  defend 
it  against  a  large  force. 

The  rebels  could  sweep  the  whole  interior  of  the  fort  by  a  galling  fire 
of  both  artillery  and  musketry.  Port  Buch^THL  from  the  southwest,  also 
opened  fire  upon  our  men.  Notwithstanding  ^  ^^«e  difficulties,  G^ieral 
Ames  gallantly  led  his  men  forward,  fighting/  ravery  which  could  not 

be  surpassed,  till  he  had  captured  nine  traver^        i.t  w  as  nearly  dark.    His 
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troops  w^»  ezhanfteGL  General  Teny  sent  him  reenforcementfl^  coiudfitixig 
of  Abbott's  Brigade  and  a  regiment  of  colored  troops.  General  Terry  soon 
Ibllowed  them,  with  his  staff.    The  whole  force  was  again  pressed  forward. 

The  conj9ict  within  the  fort  was  terribley  as  the  troops  advanced,  taking 
tvayerse  after  trayersew  The  first  flag  planted  npon  the  fort,  it  is  said,  was 
that  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Kineteienth  New  York  Yolonteers,  nnder 
Colonel  Da^ett.  The  deadly  nature  of  the  straggle  is  evidenced  bj  the 
large  proportion  of  the  officers  slain.  General  Curtis,  after  overcoming  the 
most  desperate  resistance  of  the  foe,  was  badly  woimded. 

It  was  not  until  ten  o'clock  at  night  that  the  fort  was  entirely  in  onr 
hands.  The  moon  shone  brightly,  and  with  night-glasses  the  star-spangled 
banner  could  be  seen  floating  fixnn  the  battered  ramparts.  But  when  Geo- 
eral  Terry  flashed  out  his  announcement  to  the  admiral  that  the  fort  was 
ours,  the  whole  sky  seemed  at  once  to  blaze  with  a  meteoric  shower  of  sig- 
nal and  rejoicing  rockets  from  the  fleet  When  the  rebel  flag  went  down, 
and  the  Stars  and  Stripes  rose  proudly  over  the  conquered  redoubts,  ^  We 
stopped  flre,"  says  Admiral  Porter  in  his  report,  "  and  gave  them  three 
of  the  heartiest  cheers  I  ever  heard.  It  was  the  most  terrific  struggle  I 
ever  saw.  The  troops  have  covered  themselves  with  glory;  and  General 
Terry  is  my  beau  ideal  of  a  general." 

The  scene  in  and  around  the  fort,  as  our  troops  had  leisure  to  view  it 
after  the  capture,  was  impressive  and  appalling.  The  shells  had  battered 
down  the  masonry,  plou^^ed  up  the  ground  into  pits  and  mounds,  dis- 
mounted the  guns,  and  had  torn  and  shattered  bomb-proo&,  parapets,  and 
traverses.  This  ruin  of  massive  works  of  earth,  and  brick  and  stone,  to- 
gether with  the  mutilated  bodies  of  the  wounded  and  the  dead  strewn 
around,  testified  to  the  almost  inconceivably  destructive  power  of  the  en- 
gines  of  war,  which  modem  ingenuity  has  framed. 

Thus  was  Fort  Fisher  redeemed,  on  the  15th  of  March,  1865.  The 
harbor  of  Wilmington  was  thuJs  forever  closed  against  every  blockade- 
runner.  There  also  fell  into  our  hands  seventy-two  guns,  some  of  laige 
calibre,  and  one  Armstrong  gun.  Admiral  Porter,  in  his  official  report, 
says :  '^  We  have  found  in  each  fort  an  Armstrong  gun,  with  a  broad  a^ 
row  on  it,  and  the  name  of  Sir  William  Armstrong  in  frdl  on  the  trunnions. 
As  the  British  Govemm^it  claims  the  exclusive  right  to  use  these  guns,  it 
would  be  interesting  to  know  how  they  came  into  forts  held  by  the 
rebels," 

Four  hundred  of  the  rebel  garrison  were  HQed  or  wounded.  Eighteen 
hundred  were  taken  captive.  On  our  side  not  a  ship  or  transport  was  lost, 
and  the  fleet  experienced  but  littie  injury.  Our  loss,  however,  in  officers 
and  men,  was  large.  Kine  hundred  of  the  army  fell,  and  two  himdred 
from  the  .fleet.  Two  of  the  fifteen-inch  guns  on  the  monitors  burst,  killing 
and  wounding  several  men.  On  Monday  morning  a  terrible  disaster  oo- 
ourred,  from  the  accidental  explosion  of  the  magazine  of  Fort  Fisher.  The 
explosion  was  so  terrific  that  three  hundred  of  the  brigade  left  in  garri- 
son were  killed  or  wounded. 

• 

Fort  Fisher  was,  in  reality,  a  cluster  of  forts.  The  central  works  con- 
iisted  of  an  enclosed  fort  or  bastion,  with  high  parapets  or  curtaiDS  ran- 
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iit^g  oat  £ro]ii  'the  mghxi.  IRiibm  t^ortaiia  >nr«r^  «t  inWrafe  etoei^  hj 
Ugh  trarei^es,  bettreen  wUch  heavy  gfttis  were  "moosted.  There  irere 
fifteen  of  them  on  tfie  north  fc({e  6(  Ihe  fort  When  the-  patrieti  teok 
t»ie^  the  rebeb  retreated  behlni  the  next,  and  there  renewed  their  vernal 
imce.  These  tratemes  were  all  to  bb^  taken  before  our  troops  eould  reach 
^b  inner  bastion^whicA  was  etieiosed  oil  idlMes,  About  m  mile  Ifrom  Foit 
Fiiafaer  there  was  another  strong  rectangolar'  earthworic,  mounted  wilA 
heavy  gans,  called  Fort  Buchanan,  which  was  an.  efficieol  «lly«  Them 
were  severdl  water-batleries,  and  k  Tcfrjr  fbrmf dabie  redonbt  eafled  the 
tfonnd  Battery.  These  all  composed  the  defemcesat  the  ino«th  of  Oa^ 
Fear  Biver,  and  we  to  be  inc^ded  whmi  We'spieak  of  the  captnreof  Fert 
Fish^.  These  ontworks  speedOy  jieMed  ^.  <3iir>B«ituoni,  aftx»r  the  fitt 
ai  the  main  fbrtj^ess. 

About  half-past  twelve  o^clook  at  nighty  General  Terrj,  havii^  received 
4hb  capitolatiiin  of  Fort  Bnehanan,  retamed  to  the  bastion. of  Fishen, 
where  General  Aknes,  with  Msrheroie  men,  wens  resting  frbmHhb  toils  of 
the  day. 

About  eleven  o'clock  on  Monday,  a  heavy  cloud  of  smoke,  rising  over 
Fort  Smith  on  the  south  side  of  New  Inlet,  indicated  that  the  rebek  had 
fired  their  barracks  and  evacuated  the  fort.  Slowly,  resolutely,  gaining  a 
little  day  by  day,  the  army  marched  up  the  peninsula,  driving  the  rebels 
firom  one  after  another  of  their  strongholds,  while  the  fleet  ascended  the 
river  cautiously,  removing  the  torpedoes.  Fort  Anderson  was  the  most 
important  obstacle  to  be  encountered.  It  covered  nearly  as  much  ground 
as  Fort  Fisher,  and  was  of  immense  strength — ^its  huge  traverses  rose  thirty 
feet  above  the  water  of  Cape  Fear  River,  on  which  the  fort  fronted.  But 
the  works  were  gallantly  carried  by  a  combined  attack  of  the  fleet  under 
Admiral  Porter  and  divisions  of  General  Terry's  army  led  by  Generals 
Ames  and  Cox.  There  were  three  thousand  rebel  troops  in  garrison. 
From  the  nature  of  the  ground,  which  prevented  the  perfect  investment 
of  the  fort,  they  succeeded  in  effecting  Iheir  escape  in  the  darkness  of  Sat- 
urday night,  February  18th,  taking  with  them  most  of  their  guns.  Ten 
guns,  with  fifty  prisoners,  and  a  large  amount  of  ordnance  stores,  fell  into 
our  hands. 

Our  lines  were  now  vigorously  pushed  forward.  The  fleet  was  pre- 
ceded by  about  thirty  yawls,  which  carefully  took  up  the  torpedoes.  Gen- 
eral Terry  marched  up  the  peninsula.  On  the  night  of  the  20th  the 
rebels  sent  down  against  the  fleet  two  hundred  floating  torpedoes.  But  our 
picket-boats  sunk  them  with  musketry.  The  rebels  still  fought  desper- 
ately behind  every  redoubt  which  they  had  reared.  The  Union  troops 
were  on  both  banks  of  the  river.  There  was  almost  a  continuous  battle. 
The  rebels  were  conscious  that  their  hour  of  doom  was  surely  approach- 
ing. On  the  night  of  the  21st  they  commenced  destroying  their  material 
and  stores  in  Wilmington,  preparing  to  evacuate  the  dty.  The  torch  was 
applied  to  fifteen  thousand  bajrrels  of  resin  and  to  one  thousand  bales  of 
cotton.  The  fiames  also  consumed  an  extensive  range  of  cotton-sheds  and 
presses,  an  unfinished  iron-clad,  three  steam-mUls,  three  large  turpentine 

Works  with  their  adjacent  wharves,  and  much  other  property. 
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At  dajligbt  the  next  morning,  General  Terrjr  entered  ihe  city.  The 
^poorer  inhabitants  of  the  place  received  the  troops  with  great  joy.  The 
eonqneet  of  Wibxiington  waa  one  of  the  moat  brilliant  adbdeyementa  ol 
the  war.  Gape  Fear  Biver,  fh»ii  Wilmington  to  the  ocean,  was  more 
strongly  fortified  than  any  river  had  be^i  before  in  the  history  of  the 
world.  Nineteen  £arts  and  batteries,  of  the  heaviest  character,  ccxiBtracted 
upon  the  most  approved  principles  of  engineering  skill  and  thoroughly 
armed,  lined  its  bajiks. 

In  addition  to  this,  the  rebels  had  three  distinct  lines  of  obstraotion  to 
prevent  the  passage  of  the  fleet.  These  consisted  of  pies,  rafts,  chain 
cables,  sunken  ships,  and  torpedoes.  The  ci^  stood  upon  a  terrace  some 
thirty  feet  above  the  river,  and  was  protected  by  a  eeriea  of  lakes  and  ' 
swamps,  extending  across  the  peninsula  fix>m  theriverto  the  ocean.  It  was 
evident  that  the  rebellion  was  in  its  dying  struggle.  The  fall  of  Atlanta, 
Bavannah,  Charleston,  Oolumbia,  and  Wilmington  rendered  it  certain  that 
the  rebels  could  not  anywhere  suoceesfuUy  resist,  for  a  long  time,  the  Na- 
tional arms. 


.CHAPTER   XLIII. 

^THB   TALLRT   OF   THB   8HBNAND0AH. 

(From  Aiic«0t,  1864,  to  Muvh,  18«Bi) 

QmKMUAL  Shbzdiv  yaxms  CoMXAin).— Hi  A88U1IBB  IBB  QFraHBiTB.— Thb  Adymmcm  AJTD 
Bktbbat. — Stratbot. — Thb  Batelb  or  WnroHxaiiB. — Subldib  Sfsotacle. — Rktbsat  op 
Eablt.— Fibheb'8  Hill^— Thb  Patbiots  Subprised. — ^Thb  Rout. — ^Arbival  or  Geitsbal 
SBBBZDAir. — ^DsrBAT  or  1HB  BsBBLfl. — ^Thb  Lull. — ^WiBTBB-QuABnB& — Shbbu>ak*8  Raid. — 

BbBBL  Dl8A8fKB& 

In  the  early  part  oC  September,  1864,  thare  was  a  etroBg  rebel  force  in 
the  Yalley  of  the  Shenandoah,  under  General  Early,  General  Sheridan 
was  sent  there  to  oppose  him,  and  was  at  that  time  preparing  to  assume 
the  offensive.  On  the  7th  of  August,  General  Sheridan  had  taken  com* 
mand  of  what  was  called  the  Middle  Military  Division^  and  had  estab- 
lished his  head-quarters  at  Harper's  Ferry.  The  rebel  force  amounted  to 
not  more  than  twenty  thousand  men.  General  Sheridan  could  summon 
around  his  banners  dispersed  forces  amounting  to  twice  as  many.  At  snn- 
rise  on  the  10th  of  August,  General  Sheridan  began  to  move  for  the  repos- 
session of  the  valley.  It  was  one  of  the  hottest  days  of  the  season.  Tlie 
heat,  dust,  and  drouth  rendered  the  march  exceedingly  uncomfortable. 
The  troops  moved  along  nearly  parallel  roads  in  the  direction  of  Charles- 
town  and  Winchester. 

The  next  day,  Thursday,  as  they  were  a  few  miles  beyond  Winchester, 
near  Kewtown,  with  the  cavalry  in  advance,  the  enemy  was  encountered 
in  some  force.  After  a  %ht  of  two  hours  we  were  driven  back,  with  a 
loss  of  thirty  men.  Some  Union  reenforcements  came  up,  and  the  battle 
was  renewed,  raging  quite  severely  from  eleven  until  two  o'clock,  when 
the  enemy  was  driven  frc«n  his  strong  position,  but  not  until  he  had 
inflicted  heavy  loss  upon  our  troops.  The  next  morning,  Friday,  the  12th, 
the  column  moved  on,  following  the  retreating  enemy.  The  cavalry,  in 
advance,  was  engaged  with  the  rear-guard  of  the  foe,  in  almost  a  constant^ 
skirmish,  until  they  reached  Cedar  Creek,  but  a  few  miles  from  Strasburg. 
Here  the  enemy  were  again  found  in  a  strong  position  on  a  hill,  from 
which  they  shelled  our  troops.  In  the  night  the  rebels  continued  their 
retreat,  and  the  Union  troops  entered  Strasburg  the  next  morning.  Soon 
the  enemy  reappeared  in  such  numbers  that  our  advance  drew  back,  sur- 
rendering to  them  Strasburg.  The  whole  Union  army  was  drawn  back 
a  little,  posted  along  Cedar  Creek,  where  it  remained  inactive  Saturday, 
Sunday,  and  Monday,  with  occasional  skirmishing.  Mosby,  the  most 
redoubtable  of  rebel  guerrillas,  with  his  hardy  band,  made  a  plunge 
through  Snicker's  Gap,  which  we  had  left  unguarded  in. our  rear,  and  com- 
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pletelj  Burpriaed  our  sapplj-train*  The  small  gaard,  overpowered,  fled  in 
all  directioiiB.  Mosby  captured  and  destroyed  seventy-five  wagons,  took 
two  hundred  prisoners,  nearly  six  hundred  horses,  two  hundred  beef  catUe, 
and  qttite  a  quantity  of  valuable  stores. 

This  disaster  caused  great  conunotion.  It  was  rumored  that  Long- 
street  was  in  our  rear  with  a  powerful  army,  threatening  our  entire 
destruction.  A  retrograde  movement  Wfis  immediately  ordered.  It  was 
commenced  at  eleven  o'clock  Monday  night,  and  the  Union  troops  fell  back 
to  Winchester.  On  the  retreat,  aU  stocky  hky,  gra&i,  Imd  every  thing 
which  could  aid  the  rebel  army,  m  its  pursuit,  was  destroyed.  The  enemy 
followed  close  on  our  heels,  and  before  Wednesday  night  reached  Win- 
chester. Our  troops  continued  Iheir  retreat  back  to  Hai^[)^'s  Perry. 
There  was  fearful  commotion  through  all  that  region,  as  the  rumor  spread 
that  the  rebels  were  in  great  force,  on  the  move  for  another  invasion  of 
Maryland. 

On  Sunday,  the  21st,  G^eral  Sheridan  had  posted  his  troops  on  an 
import^Lnt  eminence  called  Summit  Point,  two  miles  out  from  Oharlesfcown. 
General  Early  came  up  with; a  part  of  his  columns,  and  tnade  a  very 
energetic  attack.  The  fighting  lasted  from  ten  o'clock  until  dark.  We 
lost  four  hundred  men,  and  were  a^^ain  compelled  to  retreat  to  Boliv4r 
Heights.  But  these  d«iys  of  6^J^^i  glSm  Were  now  soon  to  come 
to  an  end.  A  writer  in  the  "  Army  and  Navy  Journal,''  commenting 
upon  these  alternate  advances  and  retreats,  says : — 

^  It  is  not  difBicult  to  see  that  such  manoeuvres  were  the  best  means  to 
accomplish  the  purpose  for  which  Grant  had  placed  Sheridan  at  the  month 
of  the  valley — ^first,  to  detach  a  force  from  Lee ;  second,  to  employ  thkt 
force  in  the  valley,  so  that  not  a  man  of  it  might  he  sent  to  Hood  i&t 
Atlanta ;  third,  to  guard  Washington  and  the  border  from  the  atl^k  of 
this  force. 

^^  For  about  five  or  six  weeks,  Sheridan's  incessant  ^  backing  and  finding ' 
kept  EjEirly  busy,  and  yet  idle ;  and  did  this  so  effectively  thiEtt  Hood  coidd 
not  get  a  man  from  Lee,  and  was  forced  to  suffer  defeat  at  Jonesboro',  and 
to  evacuate  Atlanta,  for  lack  of  reonforcements.  Meanwhile,  Early  and 
Sheridan  were  living  off  the  valley  farms,  and  together  destroying  innch 
food  and  forage  precious  to  Lee;  and  in  all  those  weeks.  Early  did  no 
damage  to  us." 

Upon  the  fall  of  Atlanta,  Sheridan  proceeded  to  the  second  part  of  his 
campaign.  It  was  no  longer  his  object  to  avoid  a  battle.  About  the 
middle  of  September,  Early  had  moved  his  troops  to  the  vicinify  of  Bunkier 
Hill.  General  Sheridan  resolved  to  improve  the  opportunity  of  falling 
mpon  Early's  rear.  On  Sunday,  the  ISth,  the  troops  were  placed  under 
arms,  with  orders  to  be  ready  to  march  at  a  moment's  notice.  At  tluhae 
o'clock  Monday  morning  the  order  came  for  the  advance  to  be  made. 

The  Union  army  was  pushed  rapidly  forward,  up  the  valley,  through  a 
narrow  defile ;  to  deploy  beyond  the  gorge,  and  to  make  an  attack  up<Mi 
the  rebels  there  stationed  in  force.  Just  beyond  the  ravine,  whose  sides 
were  steep  and  thickly  wooded,  there  opened  an  undulating  valley,  bor- 
dered on  the  south  by  a  ridge  of  strong  hills.     Sheridan  wished  to  pass 
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tl^ngh  the  ravine  and  deploy  iu  the  valley.  The  rebel  General  Early'e 
plan  was  to  let  a  part  of  the  Union  force  pass  through  the  ravine,  and 
then  destroy  them  before  the  rest  could  force  their  way  Uiroogh  the  narrow 
defile  to  their  aid. 

About  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  Sixth  Corps  emerged  from  the 
ravine,  and,  filing  off  in  two  columns  to  the  left,  took  possession  of  some 
rifle-pits  and  a  wood  on  the  enemy's  right  ThA  movement  the  rebels  did 
not  seriously  oppose.  The  Nineteenth  Corps  and  Kicketts's  Division  of  the 
Sixth  Corps  took  position  in  the  centre,  to  meet  the  brunt  of  the  rebel 
attack.  Heroically  the  Kinete^th  Corps  performed  its  mission,  stemming 
the  torrent  of  the  rebels'  most  ftirious  charges,  and,  after  a  fearftd  loss  of 
killed  and  wounded,  not  only  maintaining  its  position,  but  pressing  back 
the  foe.  Grover's  Division  emerged  from  the  defile  about  eleven  o'clock, 
aiid  at  a  double-quick,  the  brigades  following  at  a  right-shoulder  shift,  with 
deafening  yells  rushed  upon  the  foe. 

Early  now  became  alarmed,  lest  all  of  Sheridan's  troops  should  force 
their  way  through  the  defile.  The  first  line  of  the  rebels  was  thrown  back. 
But  immediately  an  immense  mass  of  troops  was  developed  by  the  foe 
from  a  position  where  it  bad  been  lying  concealed.  The  column  came 
rushing  forward  upon  the  ranks  of  Grover  and  Ricketts,  pouring  in  volley 
after  volley  of  a  deadly  fire.  For  a  time  the  advance  was  successftil,  and 
General  Sheridan  was  threatened  with  a  disastrous  repulse.  Kicketts's 
Division  was  driven  back  along  the  Berryville  and  Winch^ter  road 
towards  the  mouth  of  the  gorge.  The  onset  was  so  overwhelming,  that  it 
was  found  in  vain  to  attempt  to  hold  the  position,  and  the  order  to  retire 
was  given.  Grover  and  Eicketts's  commands  were  thrown  into  a  state  of 
conftision  which  threatened  serious  disaster.  Many  regiments  lost  for  a 
time  their  organization.  Early's  veterans  pressed  sternly  on  with  yells  of 
triumph,  threatening  us  with  a  most  bloody  and  irremediable  defeat.  The. 
patriot  commanders  exerted  themselves  to  the  utmost,  as  they  in  vain 
endeavored  to  arrest  the  flight  of  the  panic-stricken  stragglers.  Captain 
York,  of  General  Emory's  staff,  seized  a  regimental  flag,  shouting,  "  Men, 
don't  desert  your  colors,"  when  a  spent  ball  struck  him  in  the  throat,  and 
the  flag-staff  dropped  from  his  hand.  Captain  Bradbury,  of  the  First 
Maine  Battery,  mentions  the  following  incident,  iUustrative  of  bravery  and 
self-possession  in  this  hour  of  terror  and  of  death : — 

"  In  the  midst  of  this  stormy  scene.  Captain  Bigby,  of  theTwenty-fourth 
Iowa,  was  seen  leading  a  sergeant  and  twelve  men,  as  composedly  as  if  on 
the  parade-ground. 

'  "  You  are  not  going  to  retreat  any  farther  ? "  said  Captain  Bradbury. 

"  Certainly  not,"  was  the  reply.    "  Halt,  front ;  three  cheers,  men." 

The  little  band  cheered  lustily.  It  was  the  first  note  of  defiance  that 
broke  the  desperate  monotony  of  the  panic.  It  gave  heart  to  every  one 
who  heard  it,  and  made  an  end  of  retreat  in  that  part  of  the  field.  In  a 
few  minutes  the  platoon  swelled  to  a  battalion,  composed  of  men  from 
half  a  dozen  regiments.  "  Captain  Bradbury,"  said  Gteneral  Grover,  "  you 
must  push  a  section  into  that  gap.    We  must  show  a  fit>nt  there." 

^'  Under  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery,  two  pieces  galloped 
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into  the  open,  and,  nnsnpported  by  infantry,  commenced  a  cannonade,  wln<& 
assisted  greatly  in  checking  the  rebel  advance  and  in  encouraging  oar 
men  to  rally."* 

Thus  gradually  our  shattered  line  was  reunited.     By  this  time  the 
First  Division  of  ^e  Nineteenth  Corps  emerged  from  the  defile,  and  waa 
drawn  up  in  two  columns  |>ehind  General  Grover's  re-formed  line.    They 
were  not  at  the  time  fully  aware  of  the  defeat  of  Grover's  men^    The 
dense  woods  and  the  undulating  ground  shut  out  the  scene  of  conflict,  and 
they  could  only  hear  the  rattle  of  musketry  and  the  roar  of  artillery. 
They,  however,  pressed  cautiously  forward,  till  the  whole  field  of  the  fight- 
ing was  opened  before  them.    It  was  indeed  a  chaotic  scene.    The  battle 
was  then  raging  with  the  utmost  fury,  each  side  being  equally  desperate  and 
determined.     The  One  Hundred  and  Fourteenth  New  York  stood  ita 
ground  so  valorously,  that  it  oflfered  up  its  heroic  sacrifice  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty-eight  men  and  oflELcers,  in  killed  or  wounded.    Three  out  of 
every  five  of  this  glorious  regiment  fell  on  that  bloody  field. 

It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  spectacle  now  witnessed.  In&ntry, 
artillery,  cavalry  were  moving  in  all  directions.  Artillery  balls  wcto 
ploughing  up  the  ground  and  cutting  down  the  trees ;  shells  were  shrieking, 
and  bullets  filling  the  air  with  their  sharp  hum.  Billowy  volumes  of 
smoke  rose  and  fioated  away  upon  the  gentle  breeze.  Batteries  were 
planted  on  eminences ;  infantry  were  concealed  in  the  forests,  or  behind 
fences,  or  lying  flat  upon  their  faces  beneath  the  tall  grass.  Aids  were 
galloping  in  all  directions.  Squadrons  of  horsemen,  with  their  silken 
banners  and  gleaming  sabres,  swept  over  the  plains,  now  disappearing 
behind  an  eminence,  and  now  plunging  into  the  fore^.  Over  many  a 
mile,  broken  with  rugged  hiUs,  and  stony  ravines,  and  dense  groves,  the 
battle  raged.  But  a  small  portion  of  the  field  could  be  seen  by  any  eye. 
Even  from  a  balloon  the  battle-ground  would  have  presented  but  a  bewil- 
dering maze,  like  the  changes  of  the  kaleidoscope,  with  victory  here  and 
defeat  there,  and  entire  uncertainty  as  to  the  final  result  of  the  conflict. 
'  There  were  cheers  and  groans,  impetuous  chaiges  and  wild  flight,  the 
anguish  of  despair  and  merry  jokes,  with  loud  peals  of  laughter.  The 
dead  were  everywhere.  The  wounded  were  painftdly  creeping  along, 
leaving  a  trail  of  blood  behind,  seeking  water  or  shelter. 

About  three  ocJock  in  the  afternoon,  far  away  upon  the  right,  there  was 
heard  a  tremendous  battle-shout,  which  lasted,  without  intermission,  for 
ten  minutes.  It  was  from  Crook's  Division,  which  had  swept  around  to 
assail  the  enemy  in  flank.  The  rebels  were  prepared  for  the  assault,  and 
opened  fire  upon  the  assailants.  "  It  was,"  writes  an  eye-witness,  "  the 
most  terrific,  continuous  wail  of  musketry  that  I  ever  heard.  It  was  not  a 
volley,  nor  a  succession  of  volleys,  but  an  uninterrupted  explosion,  without 
a  single  break  or  tremor.  As  I  listened  to  it,  I  despaired  of  the  success 
of  the  attack,  for  it  did  not  seem  to  me  possible  that  any  troops  could 
endure  such  a  fire.'/ 

The  assailing  party  moved  across  the  field  in  a  single  line,'  keeping 

*  Sheridan*a  Battle  of  Winchester,  Harper'a  Magazine. 
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their  ranks  closely  formed,  notwithstanding  the  continual  dropping  of  the 
dead^  and  the  staggering  retreat  of  the  wounded  to  the  rear.  With  the 
onset  of  Crook's  troops  the  whole  Union  army  assmned  the  offensive. 
The  impetuosity  of  the  charge  cannot  be  described.  The  rebels  wer% 
routed,  and  with  fearfhl  sIsCughter  were  driven  back  into  the  woods. 

^'  Colonel  Thomas  noticed  one  of  our  officers  propped  against  a  trem 
with  a  wounded  rebel  on  each  side  of  him.  ^  Courage,  my  friend  I'  said  he, 
*  We  win  take  care  of  you  soon.  But  we  first  want  to  finish  the  enemy.* 
The  sufierer  waved  his  hand  feebly,  and  answered  in  a  low  voice,  ^  Colonel, 
you  are  doing  it  gloriously.' 

^  Thomas  started,  for  he  now  recognized,  in  this  mortally  wounded  man, 
his  old  companion  in  arms,  the  brave  lieutenant-Colonel  Babcock,  of  the 
Seventy-fifth  New  York.  *  Don't  trouble  yourself  about  me .  now,'  said 
Babcock.  ^But  when  you  have  done  your  fighting,  will  you  spare  me  a 
couple  of  men  to  carry  me  awayf  Thomas  promised,  and  followed  his 
regiment.  Colonel  Babcock's  watch  and  money  had  been  taken  by  s 
rebel  officer,  probably  with  the  intention  of  preserving  them  for  him. 
But  he  had  also  been  plundered  in  crueL  earnest  by  the  soldiers,  who 
roughly  dragged  off  his  boots,  although  one  of  his  thighs  was  shattered  by 
a  musket-ball." 

And  now  our  cavalry  came  forward,  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  infan^ 
try,  to  complete  the  victory,  lliese  gallant  troopers  swept  along  over  the 
crest  of  a  hiU,  and  dashed  down  upon  Early's  disordered  raiments,  driving 
them  wildly  in  all  directions.  The  battle  of  Winchester  was  fought  and 
won.  While  the  infantry  bivouacked  upon  the  plain,  the  cavalry  pushed 
on,  picking  up  prisoners  and  all  the  nameless  wreck  of  a  routed  army.  The 
fruits  of  this  victory  were  five  cannon,  six  or  seven  thousand  small-arms, 
and  five  thousand  prisoners.  The  entire  loss  of  the  rebels  was  not  less 
than  seven  thousand. 

General  Early,  thus  routed,  retreated  up  the  valley  to  a  strong  position, 
beyond  Strasburg,  at  Fisher's  Hill.  Sheridan  pursued,  and  resolved  again 
to  attack  the  foe  in  his  intrenchments.  Eariy  had  stationed  his  army  on 
the  North  Fork  of  the  Shenandoah,  with  his  left  on  North  Mountain. 
His  line  extended  across  the  Strasburg  Valley.  On  the  21st  of  September 
a  fierce  battle  ensued.  With  varying  success,  but  unintemritted  ferocity, 
on  either  side,  it  was  waged  until  evening.  The  rebels  were  then  driven 
from  their  intrenchments  in  great  conftision.  They  fled  precipitately, 
leaving  the  line  of  their  retreat  strewed  with  wagons,  horses,  cannon, 
smaU-arms,  and  the  usual  d6bris  of  a  routed  army.  Eleven  hundred 
prisoners  were  taken,  sixteen  pieces  of  artilleiy,  besides  caissons,  wagons, 
horses,  <fec. 

General  Sheridan  pursued  vigorously,  driving  the  enemy  before  him 
to  Mount  Jackson,  which  was  twenty-five  miles  south  of  Strasburg. 
Previously  to  General  Sheridan's  assuming  the  command,  the  Union 
soldiers  had  met  with  so  many  reverses,  that  they  had  given  the  Valley  of 
the  Shenandoah  the  epithet  of  the  Valley  of  HumilicCtion.  It  was,  how- 
ever, now  probable  that  General  Sheridan  intended  not  only  to  take,  but 
to  hold  the  valley.    Probably  its  permanent  possession  was  one  of  the 


-gnamj  dameate  in  Geueral  CbrsAjt's  pUm:  of  cim^pa^giL  It  im  nuppofied 
^ait  Oei^eral  Sbendan,  liaviog  adv^miced  90  far  up  the  yallp;,  would  pnah. 
CO  ^  Lyochbiirg,  Staunton,  and^  Lexington.  General  Sheridan  e^tal>lifihed 
(uEQi^lf  for-  a  time  at  Hi^Tfeozibiujg^  Qeneral  Earlj  retreated  by  Por^ 
Republic  to>  $rown^8  G^p.  These  wer^  howeyer,  constant  skirmishes  and 
|na^  V,  fieree  enooanters^  iii  nearly  all  of  which  the  Union  troops  were  the 
victors.  Qn  Sunday,  the  I9th  of  OoM^y  there  was  a  severe  conflict 
be£(»e  8trai|bn^  in  which  the  TTnion  troops  were  decidecUy  viotoriaiis. 
On.  Thuirsday,  t^e  18th,  there  wasanother  engagement,  in  whicLthe  enemy 
gained  the  day.  The  two  antagonists  still  confronted  each  other  near 
Strasbnrg,  to  wMeh  position  onr  tropp^  had  gradually  retired,  followed  by 
the  enemy.  Early  hadqpreadhis  line^.  along  Fisher's  Hill.  Sheridan'a 
droops  were  posted  alpog  Cedar  Creek,  two^  miles  north  of  Strasbnig. 
Our  troopa  we^  greatly  exasperated  by  the  murders  which  the  rebel 
guerrillas  w^re  perpetrating  daily.  Th^  rebels  were  equally  exasperated 
ly  Oeneral  Sheridan^a  sytematic  devastation  of  the  TsUey.  This  destruo!* 
iSon  was  not  wanton,  but  was  considered  a  military  necessity,  that  the  val* 
^y  niight  no  longer  fdmiah  supplies  {or  tiie  rebel  bands  sweeping  down  it, 
ff>x  raids  across  the  Potomac. 

General  Early  was  now  presenting  a  very  bold  front  at  Fisher's  TTm^ 
two  nulea  south  of  Strashuig*  9i3  position  was  almost  impregnable  frt>m 
fm  assault  in  front,  though  it  could  be  turned.  He  determined  here  ta 
make  a  stand  for  a  decisive  battle.  He  had  recovered  from  his  several 
defeats,  and  had  received  importi^at  reenfbrcements  from  Bichmond.  The 
ITnion  army  upon  Cedar  Credc  waa  posted  in  a  line,  four  or  five  miles  long^ 
behind  breastworks.  Ther^  was  a  space  of  four  miles  between  the  twq 
hostile  lines.  On  Saturday,  the  l$th,  Oeneral  Sheridan,  not  anticipating  an^ 
attack,  had  g<me  to  WastUpgtoQ  on  impostant  business.  On  Mcmdaj,  the 
16th,  iiie  Union  cavalry  on  die  right,  under  Custer,  was  attacked,  and  aft^ 
a  severe  Bkirmish  the  enemy  were  driven  back.  The  next  day,  Tuesday, 
the  17th,  Colonel  Harris  made  a  careful  reconnoifisance  towards  Fishei^a 
Hill,  but  saw  no  indications  of  any  immediate  movement  of  the  foe.  Cap-, 
tured  dispatehep,  however,  showed  that  Early  had  been  reenfc^K^  that  he 
might  advance  upon  Sheridan.  Arrangements  were  acc<n'dingly  made  for 
another  and  more  powerful  reconnoiasance,  under  Oeneral  Emoiy,  the  next 
day. 

About  midnight  on  Tuesday,  Qeneral  Early,  having  secretly  £[>rmed 
his  troops  in  line  of  battle,  moved  forward  for  the  assault.  A  feint  was 
piade  upon  our  right.  The  real  attack  was  upon  the  left.  Before  the 
dawn  of  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  the  19th,  the  rebel  General  KeraliaW| 
concealed  by  the  darkness  and  the  fog  of  a  chilly  morning,  had  marchea 
past  the  left  flank  of  Oeneral  Crook's  Corps,  and  unperoeived  had  gained  a 
position  in  hii  rear.  At  the  same  time,  the  rest  of  Early's  command  had 
paarched  down  the  turnpike  fh>m  Strasburg  to  Cedar  Creek. 

The  enemy)  living  gained  these  positions  without  alarming  our  troops, 
just  before  the  dawn  of  day  rushed  forward  to  the  attack^  He  advanoe4 
in  cdumns  of  regiment^  wd,  ^equng  forward,  captured  the  greater  part 
of  Crook's  picket  line.    Before  the  Union  camp  was  fairly  aroused  from  it^  * 
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i4iunberp>  the  €iieiD.j'a  flanting  colvxnn  was  withia  the  iatienchments  of 
tjiie  £)ighth  CovpA.  They  nu^ed  fiercelj  on  io  fieize  the  hattteriee,  and 
Moceeded  in  captonog  seTeral  pieo^  of  artillecy ,  before  th^  could  fire,  a 
flJtiot.  Bewildered  bji  the  guddenness  and  the  unpetnosity  of  the  aeBaolt,  in 
the  cold  gray  of  the  morning,  the  left  diviftion  ctf  Crook's  CorpB  waa. 
thoroughly  lm>kQn  up.  The  enemy  gained  ear  intrenchm^itBy  and  broke, 
down  our  left,  aaid  an  officer,  ^  tearing  r^pment  after  re^^ent  &om  the 
breaetworka  like  baprk  ftom  off  ^  Bwitoh/' 

SimuUaneoualy  with  this  attack  ^pon  our  left,  Early  rushed  acroea 
Cedar  Greek,  at  tiie  ford,  upon  Thorbum's  Division,  and  drove  them  back 
in  disorder.  The  left  flank  of  the  army  waa  now  turned,  and  the  entire 
oorps  routed.  The  retreatii^  troopSi  having  lest  many  prisoner^  w/are  at 
length  ralUed  and  formed  again  into  line.  JBut  the  eneipy  had  hifs  artillery 
in  poeitioii,  and  waa  pourix^  a  deadly  fire  into  the  Union  ranks.  At  ibhot 
same  time,  elated  with  soccess,  hia  in&ntry  a4vance4  rapidly,  deliyering 
incessant  volleys  of  musketry  into  our  recoiling  linea  His  march  was 
triumphant  The  Nineteenth  Corps  gave  way,  and  the  entire  left  and 
centre  were  routed,  while  a  fearfol  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery  added 
every  moment  to  their,  coi^fhsion. 

The  broad  light  of  day  not  only  revealed  the  disaster  we  had  already 
fOBMooatared,  but  also  showed  that  the  whole  ermy  was  exposed  to  annihila^ 
^n.  The  enen^  had  captured  eighteen  pieces  of  our  artillery,  and  had 
turned  them  on  our  own  ccJnmnfl.  X^early  his  whole  force  had  crossed  the 
creek,  and  was  within  our  intrenchments.  General  Emory  was  flanked  in 
his  turn,  and  also  gave  w^y*  The  Sixth  Co^ps  rapidly  ezecuted  a  change 
of  firoiit,  and,  by  great  gallfmtry,  aucceeded  for  a  time  in  holding  the 
enemy  in  check.  The  effect  of  this^  however,  was  only  to  cover  the  gen- 
^opal  retreat  As  we  retired,  tke  enemy  pnrsned  with  great  vigor,  cutting 
off  many  of  our  trains  and  inflicting  serious  loss. 

The  army  was  now  rapidly,  and  in  great  oonfbsion,  falling  back  towards 
Hiddletown,  the  next  village  to  Btrasbnig,  about  five  miles  distant  on  th^ 
turnpike.  Evei^  thing  bore  the  aspect  of  a  total  rout.  Fugitives,  straff- 
glers,  ambulances^  baggage-trains,  infantry,  cavalry — all  were  blendeo. 
The  enemy  pressed  on  with  his  infantry  and  artillery,  until  the  roar  and  the 
carnage  was  terrific  The  Sixth  Corps,  by  its  heroic  covmng  of  the  re- 
treat, apparently  saved  us  from  utter  ruin.  G^eral  lUcketts,  its  gallant 
commander^  waa  severely  wounded  in  the  breast. 

At  nine  o'clock,  by  immense  exertions  of  the  officer^,  the  troops  were 
finrmed  in  line  of  battle  near  Winchester,  and  efforts  were  made  to  check 
the  advance  of  the  enemy.  But  the  momentum  the  rebels  had  acquired 
was  too  powerful  to  be  resisted.  Again  we  were  forced  back,  the  whol^ 
line  giving  way,  and  the  enemy  gained  Middletown.  We  were  now 
pressed  down  the  valley  towards  Newtown,  the  next  village,  about  fivo 
miles  distant  from  Middletown.  It  was  at  this  time  our  great  object  to 
protect  omr  trains,  and  to  escape,  with  as  little  loss  as  possible,  to  Newtown, 
where  we  were  to  make  another  stand. 

While  these  scenes  were  transpiripg,  the  tidings  of  the  attack  and 
the  rout  had  reached  General  Sheridan,  who  was  at  Winchester,  on  his 
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rettini  from  Washington.  Eiding  at  lis  tttmoet  speed,  he  reached  his 
retreating  troops  about  half-past  ten  o'clock*  As  he  rode  upon  the 
battle-field  his  men  cheered  him  with  great  enthusiasm;  His  presence 
inspired  their  hearts  with  hope,  and  nerved  anew  their  failing  strengA. 
It  so  happened  that  jnst  at  that  time  there  was  a  lull  in  the  battle,  white 
the  enemy  were  getting  their  artillery  into  a  new  and  commanding  posi- 
tion. These  precious  moments  were  employed  by  Sheridan  in  encourag- 
ing his  troops,  and  forming  his  lines  in  preparation  to  meet  the  fbe.  About 
one  o'clock  the  rebels  again  came  on,  sanguine  of  success.  The  struggle 
was  long,  desperate,  and  bloody.  The  enemy  was  brought  to  a  stand,  and 
then  slowly  driven  back.  Cheer  rang  upon  cheer,  as  our  troops  saw  the 
tide  of  victory  turning.  Still  the  lines  of  both  armies  surged  backward 
and  forward  in  the  tremendous  fight.  But  step  by  step  we  drove  back 
the  foe,  regained  IGddletown,  and  then  drove  them  still  more  impetuousfy 
before  us,  until  we  entered  our  recaptured  camps  on  Cedar  Creek.  The 
rebel  army  now  in  turn  was  routed.  The  fugitive  soldiers,  in  their  precipi- 
tate flight,  threw  away  their  guns,  haversacks,  and  clothing.  The  impetu- 
ous Sheridan  allowed  the  rebels  not  a  moment  to  pause.  The  infantry 
moved  forward  in  column.    The  cavalry  charged  across  the  open  fields. 

At  Cedar  Creek,  Early  attempted  to  hold  us  in  check,  by  planting  his 
batteries  on  the  opposite  banks,  where  he  could  comimand  the  ford  and  the 
bridge.  But  our  elated  and  victorious  troops,  now  reckless  of  all  war's 
perils,  rushed  across  the  stream,  drove  the  foe  from  the  creek,  and  back  to 
Fisher's  Hill.  There  they  found  repose  in  the  strong  intrenchments  from 
which  they  had  emerged  the  night  before.  The  enemy,  in  his  hasty  flight, 
abandoned  all  the  cannon  he  had  captured,  and  much  of  his  own.  All  our 
camp  equipage  we  recovered.  The  TTnion  trod^  after  this  day  of  defeat 
and  victory,  of  retreat  and  pursuit,  found  themselves  sufficiently  weary  t6 
demand  a  night's  repose. 

The  next  morning,  Thursday,  the  20th,  the  cavalry  pushed  out  towards 
Fisher's  Hill,  when  it  was  found  that  the  rebels;  exliausted  as  they  were, 
during  the  night  had  retreated  through  Woodstock,  twenty-five  miles 
south,  to  Mount  Jackson, where  they  had  again  intrenched  themselves.  Our 
cavalry  followed  as  fer  as  Woodstock  through  the  valley,  throwing  out 
scouting  parties  on  either  side,  and  gathering  stragglers  and  matSrid  of 
war  in  great  abimdance.  The  rebel  force  was  at  that  time  about  twen- 
ty thousand  men,  many  of  them  veterans  from  Lee's  army.  Our  army 
was  nearly  twice  as  large.  But  the  rebel  generals,  with  their  usual  skill, 
managed,  in  the  night  attack,  to  present  the  most  troops  at  the  actasl 
point  of  contact  In  the  signal  victory  Which  followed  the  arrival  of 
General  Sheridan,  we  captured  twelve  hundred  men,  sixty-four  officers, 
forty-eight  cannon,  including  those  which  we  had  lost  and  recaptured, 
forty  caissons,  three  battery-wagons,  three  hundred  and  ninety-eight 
Lorses  or  mules  with  their  harness,  sixty-five  ambulances,  fifty  Wagons, 
fifteen  thousand  rounds  of  artillery  ammunition,  fifteeen  hundred  and  eighty 
small-arms,  ten  battle-flags,  and  a  considerable  amount  of  medical  and  com- 
missary stores.  Our  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners  was  more  severe 
than  that  of  the  enemy.     II  amounted  to  between  five  and  six  thousand. 
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The  commmiity  were  bo  exultant  over  the  abaggering  blow  which  hacl 
heea  inflicted  upon  Early,  and  were  bo  elated  with  the  chivahic,  individual 
influence  which  had  been  developed  by  the  opportune  arrival  of  Sheridan, 
'*  Little  Phil,"  as  he  was  affectionately  called,  that  no  questions  were  asked 
respecting  the  carelessness  by  which  we  had  been  exposed  to  a  surprise  so 
shameful  and  disastrous.  As  the  question  was  permitted  to  slumber  then, 
it  is  not  needful  to  agitate  it  now.  Men  of  great  military  ability  are 
very  rare.  It  is,  perhaps,  not  to  our  discredit  that  we' had  been  so  long 
accustomed  to  the  arts  of  peace  that  we  were  slow  to  learn  those  of  war. 

Among  the  most  to  be  lamented  of  our  officers  who  fell  at  Cedar 
Creek  was  Colonel  Charles  B.  LowelL  Bom  of  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished families  in  Boston,  he*  graduated  at  Harvard  Collie  with  its 
highest  honors.  European  travel  had  added  to  the  culture  of  his  mind 
and  the  refinement  of  his  taste.  "War,"  says  Napoleon,  "is  the  science 
of  barbarians."  Young  Lowell  had  no  fondness  for  its  revolting  scenes,  but 
when  treason  raised  her  banner,  he  immediately  tendered  his  services  to 
his  country.  His  zeal  and  ability  gave  him  rapid  promotion.  He  was 
assigned  to  the  conunand  of  a  brigade  under  Sheridan,  and  at  Cedar 
Creek  he  fell 

Several  weeks  passed  away,  during  which  neither  army  seemed  dis- 
posed to  assume  the  offensive.  Early  strongly  intrenched  himself  at  New 
Market,  sending  his  cavalry  down  the  valley  to  watch  the  movements  of 
Sheridan.  There  were  occasional  skirmish^  between  the  hostile  horse- 
men, but  no  movement  of  any  importance  took  place.  Both  armies  were 
diligently  recruiting  their  energies.  Rebel  guerrillas  were  everywhere 
busy,  watching  for  supply-trains,  mail-carriers,  and  any  small  weak  party 
of  foragers.  On  the  9th  of  November,  General  Sheridan  broke  camp  at 
Cedar  Creek,  and  moved  his  whole  army  about  five  miles  back,  to  New- 
town, which  was  nine  miles  south  of  Winchester.  The  rebel  cavalry 
slowly  followed.  The  next  day  the  retrograde  movement  was  continued 
five  miles  farther,  to  Keamtown.  The  rebel  cavalry  continued  to  follow, 
eagerly  watching  for  an  opportunity  to  strike  a  blow,  and  occasionally 
engaging  in  a  sharp  Bkirmish  with  our  rear-guard.  Thence  General 
Sheridan  retired  to  Winchester.  General  Early,  thus  invited,  moved  down 
the  valley,  and  took  position  at  Strasbui^. 

The  conmiunity  knew  not  what  to  make  of  this  retreat  of  our  victorious 
army,  pursued  by  the  rebel  army,  which  it  was  supposed  had  been  nearly 
annihilated  at  Cedar  Creek.  Early's  force  at  this  time  could  not  numbar 
more  than  fifteen  thousand,  while  we  had  double  that  liumber,  lying 
behind  intrenchn^ents.  Our  retrograde  movement,  which  seemed  humiliat- 
ing, was  made  that  we  might  be  nearer  the  base  of  our  supplies.  The 
forage,  also,  in  the  vicinity  of  Cedar  Creek,  had  become  entirely  exhausted. 
The  annoyance  from  the  bands  of  rebel  guerrillas  was  so  great,  that  it  was 
determined  so  thoroughly  to  lay  waste  the  coimtry  that  they  could 
not  find  subsistence.  During  ^e  first  week  in  December,  Merritt's 
Cavalry  Division  crossed  the  Blue  Bidge,  and  made  a  grand  raid  through 
Loudon  and  Fauquier  Counties,  which  were  the  chief  haunts  of  the 
notorious  Mosby  and  his  men.    Some  idea  may  be  given  of  the  desola- 
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1||[on  caused  by  tliis  raid  from  the  Btatem^it  that  Merritt  captured  tlunee 
hundred  and  thirty-eight  horses,  five  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty. 
cattle,  five  thousand  eight  hundbred  and  thirty-sev^i  sheep,  one  thousand 
one  hundred  and  forty-one  swine;  that  he  burned  one  thousand  one! 
hundred  and  sixty-nine  bams,  forty-nine  mills,  two  factories,  six  distil- 
leries, twenty-seven  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty  tons  of  hay,  fil^- 
one  thousand  five  hundred  bushels  of  wheat,  sixty-two  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred bushels  of  com,  and  two  thousand  and  two  bushels  of  oats.  The, 
estimated  value  of  the  properly  consumed  and  captured  wa^  $2,508,756. 

Soon  after  this,  as  there  would  probably  be  no  further  movements  in 
the  valley  during  the  winter,  the  entire  Si^h.  Corps  was  withdrawn  from 
Sheridan,  and  sent  to  General  Grant,  at  Kiohmond.  General  Early  also 
sent  a  large  part  of  his  force  to  Lee,  to  aid  him  in  the  defence  of  Biohipiond 

On  the  27th  of  February,  General  Sheridan  left  Windiester  with  a 
moxmted  force,  consisting  of  two  full  divisions  and  a  brigade,  with  no  ia- 
£uitry,  and  but  four  pieces  of  light  artillery.  In  three  days  he  mardied 
eighty-three  miles,  drove  Early  from  Staunton,  pursued  him  the  next  day 
thirteen  miles  farther  to  Waynesboro V  where  he  captured  thirteen  hundred 
men  and  eleven  guns.  He  then  crossed  the  mountain  to  Charlottesville 
which  place  he  took,  with  three  more  guns.  Then  he  rode  down  to  James 
Biver  Canal,  which  he  so  damaged  as  seriously  to  obstract  the  transmis- 
sion of  suppli^  through  that  important  channel  to  the  rebels  at  Rich- 
mond. Early's  army  was  now  effectually  brushed  away,  and  General 
Sheridan  remained  undisputed  master  of  the  i^on  for  the  possession  of 
which  the  patriot  and  the  rebel  armies  had  so  long  and  so  bloodily  c(m- 
tended. 

From  the  north  side  of  the  James  River,  Sheridan  struck  across  the 
country,  marching  along  the  Virginia  Central  Railroad,  which  he  destroyed 
as  he  advanced,  and  also  an  enormous  amount  of  such  rebel  property  as 
they  could  make  available  in  the  war.  On  the  10th  of  March  he  reached 
the  north  bank  of  the  Pamuukey,  which  he  crossed  to  White  House.  From 
this  time  his  army  became  essentially  merged  in  that  mighty  host  with 
which  General  Grant  was  thundering  at  the  gates  of  Peteisburg  and 
Richmond.  Kearlytwo  hundred  negi:oes  followed  him  into  the  Union 
lines.  Women,  carrying  children  two  years  old,  kept  up  with  his  cavalry 
an  the  way  from  Columbia.  So  eager  were  the  negroes  to  escape  from 
their  masters,  whom  it  had  been  said  they  $o  ardently  love,  that  at  Chaiv 
lottesville  General  Sheridan  was  obliged  to  station  a  rear-guard  to  pre- 
vent them  from  fpUowii^  him  by  hundreds,  ad  he  could  neither  feed  them 
nor  afford  them  protection. 

This  raid  was  one  of  the  most  bold  and  effective  of  the  war.  General 
Sheridan  approached  within  fifteen  miles  of  Lynchbuig,  and  within  twelve 
of  Richmond,  fie  left  not  a  bridge  standing  upon  the  James  Rivet 
between  those  two  cities.  Every  railroad  bridge  was  destroyed  between 
Staunton  and  Charlottesville.  The  canal  was  so  destroyed  that  many 
months  would  be  required  to  repair  it.  In  several  places  the  jAver  wafi 
turned  into  the  canal,  washing  it  out  fifteen  feet  below  its  leVd.  The 
property  destroyed  by  General  Custer's  Division  alone,  on  this  raid,  exceed- 
ed two  millions  of  dollars. 
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HEI0HTB.— Boil  oir  thx  Jaxm— SuBcnKos  op  Tin  Battli. 

Wb  mtnt  now  retom  to  0«neral  Grant,  and  the  armj  with  which  he 
was  beai^ing'both  Bidmumd  and  Peterebmg.  We  last  left  him  abont  the 
middle  of  Jmie,  having  just  aooompliabed  Us  wonderftQ  march  from  the 
r^km  of  the  Chickahominy  to  Bermnda  Hnndred.  He  was  tiien,  wifh 
the  main  bodj  of  his  anny,  straggling  with  the  foe,  amidst  the  ramparts 
which  protected  Petersbnrg  on  the  sontiieast  The  city  of  Petersfawg  lies 
prindpaliy  on  the  sondi  banks  of  the  Appomattox.  It  was  defended  by 
concentric  lines  of  earthworks,  with  sqnare  redonbts  and  rifle  trencheto. 
The  outer  lines  had  been  carried  on  Wednesday  night,  Jtme  IS.  Bebel 
reenforoements  were  rapidly  crowded  down  from  Richmond,  which  checked 
our  further  advance.  All  day  Thursday  there  was  incessant  %hting.  At 
tlaylight  on  Friday  the  conflict  was  resumed.  In  a  bloody  strife  acrois 
the  breastworks,  Oriffin's  and  Ourtin^s  ]%!%ades  of  Potter's  Division  cap- 
tured five  hundred  men,  and  gained  a  position  but  a  mile  and  a  half  from 
Petersburg.  Occasionally  a  few  shells  were  thrown  into  the  city.  It  was 
a  great  disappointment  to  the  oomminrity,  and  doubtless  to  O^ieral  Grant, 
to  find  that  the  eity  was  so  strongly^  fbrtified  that  it  could  not  be  taken  by 
assault. 

It  was  the  object  of  General  Grant  gnuhialty  to  sweep  around  Peters- 
buig,  so  as  to  destroy  tiie  railroads  running  from  the  south  and  the 
west,  by  which  the  dly  received  its  suppfies.  The  first  road  south  of  the 
James  is  that  which  runs  flrom  Petersburg  to  Norfolk.  This  was  in  our 
possession*  The  next,  which  ran  due  south  to  Weldon,  was  the  one  now  to 
beassailed.  On  the  night  of  liie  90th^of  June,  the  iBecond  0(»ps  moved 
out  from  its  intrenchments  to  the  left,  in  preparation  for  the  flank  move- 
ment which  was  intended.  Under  Geneiul  Bimey,  the  troops  pressed  for- 
ward as  rapidly  as  possible  in  a  southerly  dil*ection,  intending  to  strike  at 
a  distance  ol  several  miles  ft^m  Bi^hmond.  They  marched  until  noon, 
beneath  an  intensely  hot  sun,  and  through  blinding  douds  of  dust  They 
then,  at  what  is  called  the  Jerusalem  road,  enooimtered  the  enemy  in  sudi 
fbree  as  to  show  diat  the  Weldon  Bafl»>ad  oould  not  be  taken  without 
severe  fig^iting.    At  night  the  disposition  c^  our  army  was  as  follows :  At 
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Deep  Bottom,  north  of  the  James  Siver,  General  Foster's  Dmsion  of  tiie 
Tenth  Corps  was  established.  General  Butler  had  the  remalnd^  of  the 
Tenth  Corps  at  Bermnda  Hmidred.  In  the  mtrenchments  which  had  been 
thrown  np  east  of  Petersburg,  the  Eighteenth  Corps  held  the  right,  the 
Kinth  the  centre,  and  the  Fiftii,  except  Griffin's  Division,  the  left.  Three 
or  four  miles  south  were  the  Second  and  Sixth  Corps,  which  had  been 
checked  in  their  advance  towards  the  Weldon  Bailroad. 

On  this  day,  Tuesday,  the  21st,  Pi^dent  Lincoln  visited  the  army,  and 
held  long  and  confidential  interviews  with  Generals  Butler  and  Grant 
Early  the  next  morning  the  movement  against  the  railroad  was  resumed. 
The  cavalry  of  Wilson  and  Kautz  were  sent  on  a  detour  to  cut  it,  ten 
miles  south  of  Petersburg.  At  the  same  time  the  Sixth  and  Second 
Corps  moved  directly  against  the  road.  As  these  corps  struck  into  some 
thi^  woods,  a  gap  was  left  in  the  line.  The  eagle-eyed  foe  took  prompt 
advantage  of  the  error.  A  whole  division  swept  through  the  space,  and, 
impetuously  striking  General  Barlow's  flank  of  the  Second  Division,  rolled 
it  up,  capturing  many  prisoners.  The  rebels  then  rushed  on,  almoet  unim- 
peded, spreading  wide  havoc.  Several  whole  regiments  w^re  captured. 
The  whole  of  McEJoight's  Battery  was  taken,  though  a  few  of  the  men, 
with  most  of  the  horses  and  caissoBs^  escaped  to  the  rear.  The  Twentieth 
Massachusetts,  under  Captain  Patten,  at  this  crisis  effected  a  change  of 
front,'and  presented  such  firm  resistance  to  the  foe,  that  his  advance  was 
checked.  This  heroic  regiment  was  already  sadly  weakened  by  its  previoos 
deeds  of  daring. 

Gradually  liie  broken  corf&  was  rallied.  All  the  day  the  fight  was 
continued.  The  disaster  in  the  morning  was  somewhat  repaired  in  the 
afternoon.  But  our  loss  was  great,  and  we  could  boast  neither  of  skill  nor 
success  in  the  conflict  Five  hundred  of  our  men  were  killed  or  wounded, 
and  two  thousand  were  taken  prisoners,  il^early  the  whole  of  Pierce's 
Brigade,  one  of  the  best  in  the  army,  was  captured.  A  reconnoissance  the 
next  morning  disclosed  the  enemy  strongly  intrenched  this  side  of  the 
Weldon  Bailroad.  During  the  whole  of  the  day  there  was  picket  firing, 
and  Qccasional  sharp  skirmishes,  but  no  advance  was  attempted  on  either 
side.  The  heat  of  the  day  was  terrible.  Those  engaged  in  fighting,  and 
also  the  wounded,  sufB^red  severely. 

On  Thursday,  the  23d,  there  was  another  cautious  movement  made,  but 
the  enemy  in  defence  of  the  i*ailroad  was  found  too  strongly  intrenched  to 
be  displaced.  Wilson  and  Kautz  had,  however,  succesi^illy  cut  it  at  a 
point  below,  and  were  now  sweeping  across  to  cut  the  Danville  road.  In 
the  attempt  to  swing  around  our  extreme  left,  to  reach  a  point  unpro- 
tected, we  were  again  iissailed  by  the  foe,  and  met  with  anotiier  mortify- 
ing repulse,  after  having  sustained  a  heavy  loss. 

Friday  was  ushered  in  with  a  tremendous  roar  of  artillery.  Throughout 
the  day  there  was  a  great  noise  from  the  batteries,  and  a  vast  amount  of  iron 
was  thrown  through  the  air,  doing  but  litde  harm.  Fifty  miks  north,  at 
White  House,  on  the  Pamunkey,  Sheridan's  cavalry  very  narrowly  escaped 
destruction.  They  were  attacked  and  almost  overpowered  on  their  march 
from  White  House,  to  join  the  maCin  body  of  the  army.    Saturday  was  a 
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day  of  piokel  firing  and  battery  bombar^ents — of  jioiae^  confiiBion,  peril, 
and  fsMgOB^  with  bnt  little  acoompliahed.  Tbe .  sanguine  were  disap- 
pointed by  these  delays  Bnt  those  sobeily  reflecting  npon.  the  strength 
of  the  foe  we  had  to  encounter,  and  iqM>n  the  immense  advantages  which 
he  enjoyed  in  being  at  home  and  behind  his  intienchments,  saw  nothing 
to  discourage  in  an  oedMional  repulse.  Five  times  since  our  army  left  the 
north  banks  of  the  Bapidan,  the  rebels  in  all  their  force  had  thrown  them- 
aelves  across  our  line  of  march*  Four  times  we  had  dislodged  them.  The 
community  had  full  confidence  in  General  Grant  and  in  his  army,  and  had 
no  doubt  of  finid  success. 

For  ten  days  theve  was  apparently  but.  little  done.  Our  troops  were, 
however,  constantly  busy*  They  weare  taking  new  positions,  and  intredbh- 
ing  themselves,  massing  the  troops  more  closely,  moving  down  divisions 
to  within  suj^rting  distances,  and  making  all  other  needful  arrangements 
for  an  advance.  Some  of  these  movements  were  conducted  under  a  very 
hot  and  accurate  fire  £rom  the  rebel  batteries.  During  all  these  days, 
there  was  more  or  less  of  fighting  along  the  whole  line«  The  reb^  shelled 
General  BuU^s  firont  at  Bermuda  Hundred  very  spiritedly.  On  Satur« 
day,  the  25th,  Sheridan  succeeded  in  crossing  the  James  Biver  in  safety  at 
a  point  near  Fort  Powhattan,  where  the  gunboats  could  protect  his  cross- 
ing. His  wagon-train  was  six  miles  long,  and  as  his  troops,  six  thousand 
in  number,  crossed  two  abrea^,  it  made  an  extended  line.  The  enemy  in 
vain  endeavored  to  molest  his  rear.  From  tiie  Pamunkey  to  the  James, 
General  Sheridan  held  the  rebels  at  bay,  fighting  from  one  position  to 
another,  while  he  urged  his  wagons  along  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Though 
every  cannon  and  gun  was  saved,  five  huncti  ?  men  were  lost  during  the 
march.  The  weather  was  excessively  hot  and  <j^y,  and  the  troops  suffered 
ncessively  from  dust  and  drouth. 

From  General  Smith's  front  near  Petersburg,  day  after  day,  every  five 
minutes  a  thirty-pound  Parrott  shell  was  thrown  into  the  city.  Constant 
practice  gave  us  great  accuracy  in  our  firing  upon  the  rebd  lines.  The 
army  and  the  navy  were  busy  every  hour.  On  Wednesday,  the  29th,  an 
alarm,  at  one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  called  the  whole  Eighteenth  Corps 
under  arms  at  once.  Some  heavy  siege-guns  having  been  put  into  posi- 
tion, the  practice  was  commenced  of  throwing  a  shell  into  the  city  every 
fifteen  minutes  during  the  night.  This  must  have  been  a  terrible  disturber 
of  slumber.  These  shells  exploded  with  thunder  roar.  Crashing  through 
a  roof  and  bursting  within  a  dwelling,  the  building  and  its  inmates  were 
blown  to  destruction.  On  Thursday,  the  80th,  the  shells  kindled  large 
fires  in  the  eity.  The  ringing  of  the  alarm4)ells  which  was  distinctly 
heard,  and  the  volumes  of  flame  and  smoke  which  filled  the  air,  indicated 
the  distress  of  the  people.  In  the  mean  time  the  Christian  and  Sanitary 
Conmiissions  were  busy  all  along  our  lines,  distributing  vegetables,  and 
fruit,  and  all  other  comfixrts,  to  our  worn  and  needy  soldiers. 

The  movement  of  Wilson  and  Eautz  against  the  Danville  road  de- 
serves more  particular  mention.  Generals  Wilson  and  £autz  started  out 
from  the  vicinity  of  Prince  George  Oourt-House,  on  Blackwater  Creek,  at 
two  o'clock  in  the  meaning  of  June  22d.    Their  force  numbered  about 


eiglit  thousand  \aoiintod  meiu  l^^j  hsA  rixteen  piMeft  of  telfflarjr,  fool 
of  which  were  liflod  or<faiaaice,'fonr  twelTe^lk)iimyrS)  and  foutBatall  moon*^ 
tain  howitzers.  They  «tnick  the  "W^ldon  Bidhbad  «l  Beams,  tonB  VBp  the 
track  for  ^veral  hundred  yiirds,  and  bniliidd  the  ddpdt  and  other  pablk 
1[)mlding8.  Sweeping  rapidly  across  thb  oomiti^  b^  llie  way  cif  DinwiddiA 
Oonrt-Honse,  tii^y  struck  the  Petersbtn^  and  Lyn<siib«irg  Baiboad  at  Siitfe 
erhmd's  Station.  7%ence  they  foUdwed  alotig  the  railroad  to  Fbrd's  Star 
tion,  about  twenty-two  miles  west  of  PeterribRoyg/destsroying  the  trac^  and 
burning  locomotives  and  d^>6ts. 

The  next  morning,  the  23d,  at  two  o'clock,  G^eral  Eautz  started  ia 
advance,  and  pressed  rapidly  along  th)»  toMl  towaxvls  Burksvillb,  where 
tiie  Bichmond  and  DanviUe  road  intersects  the  PetttUBburg  and  Lynchbiai^ 
road.  In  two  hours  hb  re^iched  Wilson^  Station..  He  arrived  act  BaTka- 
viHe  about  noon.  Here  hie  destroyed  ike  ti^k  for  several  miles,  and 
burned  depots,  cars,  and  otiier  property.  AH  the  cMsrgicft  of  the  par^ 
were  devoted  to  destruction,  'the  midn  cohoni^,  under  General  Wilson, 
followed  about  three  mSte  in  Tear  of  the  advance.  About  three  o'dock 
in  the  afternoon,  this  column  was  atlaciked,  in  flattk,  by  a  rebel  l>Tigade. 
A  sharp  fight  ensued,  Vhich  lasted  till  n^hrt?fidl,  when  the  rebels  retired. 
General  Wibcm  bivouitcked  at  Nottaway^  Und  Sautz  not  &r  from  Bui^ 
ville.  The  next  morning  both  partite  marehed  fbr  Meherrin,  on  the  Dan- 
ville road.  General  Kautz  follow^  the  rail,  while  General  WUaon  crossed 
the  country.  These  movements  of  a  band  of  digbt  thoimand  men  in  IJie 
vicinity  of  tL  hostile  army  one  htmdred  thousand  strong,  ware  very  haz- 
ardous. At  Meherrin  they  formed  a  junction  and  marbhed  together  to 
Keysville,  destroying  the  track  and  other  ratfaread  property  as  they  ad- 
vanced. The  next  morning  the  iniut^  aftd*  the  work  c^  destmctkm 
was  resumed.  The  latter  part  of  the  day  they  reached  the  long  oov^ed 
viaduct  wUch  spanned  the  Staunton  Biver.  Every  rod  of  track,  it  is  said, 
was  destroyed  from  BurksviUe  tothis  bridge,  a*  cBstanoe  of  thirty-five  nuks. 
The  enemy  had  cdlected  in  force  fbr  the  protection  of  this  l»i<%e.  From 
their  intrenohments  tiiey  opened  upon  our  troops  with  grape  aiMl  canister. 
After  a  bharp  skirmi^  they  were  compeXhed  to  withdi^w.  They  had 
succeeded  in  titeir  raid,  with  the  eko^tkm  of  destroying  tiie  Inidge, 
and  now  commenced  a  rapid  tituriei  through  Ohristianville,  across  Ife- 
herrin  Creek,  and  thence  to  the  doable  bridges  on  the  Nottaway.  The 
enemy  b^gan  to  appear  in  force,  at  Various  points,  to  cut  off  the  retreat 
of  Wilson  and  Eautz.  It  was  designed  to  cross  die  Wridon  Kdhoad 
at  Jarretfs  Station.  But  as  a  large  rebel  force  was  assembled  there  to 
oppose  them,  they  changed  their  route  to  Stony  Creek,  whicih  is  a  few 
miles  above,  ^e  troops  dashed  across  the  bridge  and  fcnned  in  line  of 
brittle. 

The  rebds  came  on  in  such  fofroe  thatour  troops  stood  tm'the  deftiv 
sive,  hastily  throwing  up  breastworks  of  rails,  l<%B,^aQd  earth.  The  toils 
were  noW  bdng  wouhd  around  this  heroic  little  band.  In  the  endeavor 
to  escape.  General  Eautz^s  Bl  vision,  at  eleven  o'clock  at  n^ht,  started 
^th  all  the  wagon  and  ammunition  trains,  and  a  laige  crowd  of  c(»tiar 
bands,  for  Itoatafi's  Station,  sevei^  miles  up  the  raQ  tdwaards 
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Towards  daylighty  G^eneral  Wilioii  followed,  with  the  reet  of  hit  forofiy 
leaying  three  raiments  behind  as  a  rear^^oard. 

As  General  Kauts  approached  Beams^s  Station  he  found  the  en^nj 
posted  in  great  strength  tiiere.  Wilson  soon  came  np.  Bnt  thdr  united 
force  was  not  sufficient  to  cope  with  the  foe.  The  patriots  were  attacked 
fiercely  and  thrown  into  great  confusion.  The  detachment  which  was  left 
at  Stonj  Creek  was  also  flanked  and  partly  cut  off.  Our  situation  had  be- 
come quite  desperate.  The  rebels  were  rapidly  capturii^  our  guns  and 
trains,  and  hurling  their  shot  with  fearftd  destruction  into  our  ranks.  Be- 
aistance  became  hopeless,  and  as  the  capture  of  the  whole  party  seemed 
inevitable,  the  order  came  for  every  man  to  save  himself  the  best  way  he 
oould. 

^^  The  detachments  moved,"  says  the  Army  and  Navy  Journal,  ^^  hith- 
er and  thither,  and  a  general  helternskelter  race  for  our  lines  was  made, 
over  ditch  and  fence,  through  swamp  and  wood,  dodging  into  by-paths  to 
escape  the  enemy,  who  hotly  pursued,  shooting  at  the  unresisting  rear, 
and  measuring  tlie  amount  of  his  slaughter  only  by  the  speed  of  his  de- 
feated opponents.  Hie  enemy  followed  close  up  to  our  lines,  and  there 
gave  up  the  pursuit.  On  the  evening  of  the  38th  the  main  part  of 
Kautz's  force  reached  the  picket  reserve,  and  there  bivouacked  all  night, 
after  terrible  exhaustion  and  excitement.  The  old  camp  was  reached  oa 
the  evening  of  the  30th.  For  two  or  three  days,  squads  and  solitary  horse- 
men straggled  into  the  lines  every  hour.  Kautz's  familiarity  with  the 
country  enabled  him  to  get  his  men  through  rapidly.  But  they  were 
utterly  exhausted,  some  of  them  riding  along  asleep  on  their  saddles,  and 
all  were  thoroughly  used  up." 

Oeneral  Wilson  retreated  towards  Suffolk  under  cover  of  the  night. 
He  crossed  the  Nottaway  about  thirty  miles  below,  and  r^ained  the  Union 
lines  on  the  1st  of  July,  a  few  miles  from  Powhattan.  Great  fears  had 
been  entertained  for  his  safety.  But  by  taking  this  very  wide  circuit  he 
escaped  capture.  His  force  was  in  a  pitiable  condition,  jaded,  worn,  with 
dothing  in  rags,  and  horses  scarcely  able  to  stand.  They  liad  lost  their 
entire  wagon  and  ambulance  train,  bR  of  their  guns,  most  of  their  caisson9, 
and  many  horses.  Our  total  loss  in  men  was  about  fifteen  hundred.  The 
.  rebels  also  captured  nearly  two  thousand  negroes  who  were  eagerly  follow- 
met  in  the  train  of  our  army,  in  pursuit  of  fireedom.  The  enemy  came 
^n.T>8  in  such  overpowerkg  nti^beiB  as  to  gain  an  easy  victory.'^  Still, 
as  a  war  measure.  General  Grant  considered  the  destruction  of  the  Dan- 
ville road  as  worth  all  it  had  cost. 

On  the  2dth,  Oaptaili  WHttaker,  with  forty  men,  having  cut  his  way 
through  to  Genera]  Meade's  head-quarters,  had  brought  news  of  General 
Wilson's  situation.  The  Sixth  C^ps  and  General  Sheridan's  Cavalry 
were  immediately  dispatched  for  their  relief.  These  were  too  late.  They, 
however,  destroyed  portions  of  the  Weldon  road,  and  recaptured  many 
contrabands.  While  Generals  Wilson  and  Eautz  were  making  this  im- 
portant raid,  the  army  at  Petersburg  was  very  diligently  conducting  the 
siege  with  ahnoet  daily  skurmishings  and  bombardments. 

Geneial  Hunter  had  been  stationed  to  guard  the  Shenandoah  Yallsj, 
Vol 
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with  his  sabordinatefl,  General  Sigel  at  Kartmabmgy  General  Eelly  at 
Oamberland,  and  Gtoneral  Max  Weber  at  Harper's  Feny.    News  reached 

.  General  Sigel  that  the  rebel  Ewell  was  approaching  in  three  strong 
eolnmns.  It  consequently  became  necessary  to  withdraw  in  haste  the 
small  garrison  stationed  at  Martinsbuig,  and  to  remote  the  supplies.  In 
the  rapid  evacuation  many  valuable  stores  were  lost. 

On  Sunday  morning,  July  3d,  G^eral  Sigel's  garrison  at  Leestown 

.  was  attacked  in  force.  The  Union  troops  fell  back  to  Harper's  Ferry,  and 
took  strong  position  on  Maryland  Heights.  A  terrible  panic  spread 
through  all  the  r^on,  and  for  miles  the  country  was  depopulated.  The 
rebel  cavalry  swept  through  the  valley  unrestrained*  Martinsbai]g  and 
Winchester  were  captured.  Mosby's  cavaky  crossed  the  Potomac  at 
Point  of  Eocks,  and  swept  along  in  Maryland,  plundering  at  will.  They 
seized  Hagerstown  and  ransacked  the  stores,  and  extorted  from  the  inhab- 
itants twenly  thousand  dollars  to  save  the  town  from  the  torch  From  the 
city  of  Frederick  they  extorted  two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  They 
struck  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Kailroad,  and  destroyed  it  as  far  down  as 
Sandy  Hook.  The  enemy,  in  force  no  one  knew  how  great,  were  cross- 
ing the  Potomac  at  sevend  points.  Pennsylvania,  New  York^  Massa- 
chusetts, hurried  forward  their  militia  to  meet  the  crisis. 

General  Hunter,  who  had  retreated  before  these  resistless  columns 
from  the  vicinity  of  Lynchburg  to  the  Valley  of  the  Kanawha,  was  now 
rapidly  approaching  the  scene  of  action.  Our  troops,. who  had  retreated 
from  Hagerstown  before  the  foe,  crossed  the  Pennsylvania  line,  and  fell 
back  on  Qreencastle.  From  that  place,  being  still  pursued  by  the  rebels, 
they  retreated  to  Chambersburg. 

There  was  a  gradual  concentration  of  our  troops  at.  Monocacy  Junction. 
On  Saturday,  the  12th,  the  rebels  appeared  before  the  place  with  an  in- 
fiuitry  force,  estimated  by  General  Wallace  at  twenty  thousand.  General 
Wallace  had  retreated  to  this  place  from  Frederick,  and  had  with  him  a 
force  of  about  ten  thousand  men.  There  was  a  vigorous  conflict  here. 
The  Union  troops  were  repulsed  with  severe  loss.  As  there  was  appar- 
ently no  power  sufficient  to  repel  the  advance  of  the  foe,  the  mass  of  our 
army  being  down  in  the  rear  of  Petersburg,  intense  exdtement  pervaded 
Baltimore  and  Washington.  At  six  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning,  the  10th, 
all  the  alarm-bells  in  Baltimore  were  rung,  mustering  the  citizens  to  de- 
fend the  city.  That  same  morning  a  detachment  of  rebel  cavalry  dashed 
into  Damestown,  in  Maryland,  only  twenty  miles  from  Washington.  An- 
other detachment  drove  into  Beestown,  but  sixteen  miles  frx)m  Baltimore. 
They  were  plundering  stores  and  stealing  cattle,  levying  contributiouB, 
cutting  telegraph  lines,  and  burning  bridges. 

Soon  tidings  reached  Washington  that  the  enemy  was  at  Bockville, 
but  fourteen  miles  fr*om  the  city.  It  was  imderstood  that  the  invading 
force  was  very  formidable,  consisting  of  Ewell's  entire  Corps,  of  Breckin- 
ridge's Division,  and  two  brigades  of  Hill's  Corps.  The  whole  force  ccm- 
sisted  of  about  fifteen  thousand  infantry  and  five  thousand  cavaliy. 
General  Augur,  in  Washington,  made  every  possible  preparation  to  resist 
the  oontemplated  attack.    In  addition  to  the  ordinary  forces^  he  smn^ 
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mooed  the  marineBy  the  liome  gtuird%  and  even  the  employes  in'  the 
Gbvemment  ofBces.  On  Monday^  detachments  of  cavahy  had  swept 
aronnd  to  the  north  of  Baltimore^  and  were  destroying  the  l^orthem  Cen- 
tral Baiboad.  At  the  same  time  an  audacious  band  crossed  oyer  on  their 
fleet  horses  to  the  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  Wilmington  road.  They 
destroyed  the  track  and  fired  ihe  trains,  within  seyenteen  miles  of  Havre 
de  Grace.  General  FrankUn,  who  chanced  to  be  in  one  of  the  trains  in 
citizen's  dress,  was  captured.  For  a  time  all  railroad  and  telegraphic 
communication  between  Washington  and  the  North  was  suspended. 

The  rebels,  approaching  Wa^ington,  tode  on  to  within  five  miles  of 
the  city,  where  they  laid  in  ashes  the  house  of  Governor  Bradford,  of 
Haiyland.  On  Monday  and  Tuesday  they  cautiously  approached  Fort 
Stevens,  but  about  five  miles  from  the  centre  of  Washington.  They  made 
an  attack  upon  the  fort,  which  was  a  bold  insult  rather  than  a  serious  at- 
tempt to  carry  the  works.  General  Augur  sent  out  a  brigade  of  infantry 
along  the  Seventh  Street  road,  and  indignantly  drove  off  the  foe.  Still 
they  fought  bravely,  striking  down  two  hundred  of  our  men  with  their 
bullets,  and  leaving  behind  them  a  hundred  dead  or  wounded.  The 
raiders,  having  done  immense  mischief^  and  excited  wide-spread  terrc^, 
retreated  before  the  forces  rapidly  accumulating  for  their  destruction. 
The  rebels  had  accomplished  their  purpose,  which  was  to  procure  supplies, 
and  to  draw  off  a  part  of  the  investing  force  from  before  Petersburg. 
The  retreating  enemy  was  pursued,  but  not  with  much  vigor.  In  snnd^ 
skirmishes  a  few  hundred  were  killed,  and  some  of  their  well-filled  wagons 
were  captured. 

While  these  scenes  were  transpiring,  there  was  comparative  quiet  in 
front  of  Petersbtirg.  Still  every  day  there  were  more  or  less  demonstrfi- 
tions  of  musketry  and  artillery.  On  Monday,  the  11th,  a  shell  entered  the 
tent  of  Colonel  Davis,  of  the  Thirty-ninth  Massachusetts,  instantly  killing 
him.  Both  parties  were  vigilant  and  active,  while  neither  was  ready  to 
bring  on  a  general  engagement.  Our  forces  were,  however,  every  day  gain- 
ing upon  the  rebels  step  by  step.  The  heat  and  the  drouth  rendered  the 
work  upon  the  intrenehments  very  severe. 

We  speak  of  the  comparative  quiet  of  the  army.  But  quiet  in  the 
trendies  is  very  different  from  rest  at  the  fireside.  It  consists  of  arduous 
labor  with  the  spade  at  night,  and  toilsome  and  perilous  picket  duty  by 
night  and  by  day.  Not  a  head  or  a  hand  can  rise  above  the  trench,  but 
ft  is  liable  to  be  struck  by  the  imerring  bullet  of  the  sharpshooter.  Ther«) 
is  smothering  dust  and  blistering  sun,  while  one  toils,  in  cramped  and 
stiffened  attitudes,  within  a  few  rods  of  the  enemy's  line.  The  crack  of 
the  rifie  and  the  rattle  of  musketry  alternate  with  the  shriek  of  shells, 
the  roar  of  batteries,  and  the  deep  boom  of  siege-guns. 

The  latter  part  of  July,  indications  of  renewed  activity  began  to  be 
manifest.  Our  lines  of  circumvallation  were  now  twenty  miles  long.  On 
the  26th  of  July,  the  Second  Corps  silently  took  up  its  line  of  march 
from  our  extreme  left,  followed  by  Sheridan's  Cavalry,  crossed  the  Appo- 
mattox at  Point  of  Rocks,  at  midnight  reached  and  crossed  ihe  James  at 
Jones's  Neck,  on  a  pontoon  bridge  muffled  with  hay^  attacked  the  enemy 


ttt  Beep  Bottom,  bat  twetre  mfies  from  I^dmiond,  aad ^aptm^  aim*  of 
intrenehments  and  a  battery.  Twenty  thoBBand  men  and  twenty  cafindi 
wete  sent  north  of  the  James.  The  demonertafation  pQPodaced  its  deiirBd 
effect.  Lee  hurried  off  from  Petersburg  fifteen  thousand  men  to  cheek 
the  dangerous  advance  of  this  division.  Secretly  and  by  night,  most  of 
the  Union  force  was  hnrried  back  to  Petersburg.  As  tiey  returned,  tlie 
dark  and  gloomy  night  was  illumined  by  the  fiaahing  of  guns,  the  buntiag 
of  shells,  and  the  fiames  of  a  wasting  bonflagratioai  whkh  the  «beUa  had 
enkindled  In  the  doomed  city. 

For  a  month  a  portion  of  liie  artny  had  been  seeretly  and  energetically 
employed,  pxlshing  a  mine  under  one  of  the  strongest  of  the  ^nemy^ '  works. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Pleasants,  of  the  Forty-*eighth  Peamsylvania,  had 
originated  the  idea.  The  entevprise  wae  acoomplished  by  his  regiment 
The  mine  was  started  from  a  ravine  in  front  of  l^niiaide's  Oorpe,  and  was 
pushed  towards  a  formidable  fbrt  of  4he  enemy,  but  two  tiiofisaiLd  yards 
from  Petersburg.  The  gallery  or  entrance  paan^  was  four  feet  wide  at 
the  bottom,  sloping  towards  the  top.  It  was  four  and  a  half  feet  hi^ 
and  five  hundred  feet  long.  When  tb^  readied  the  fi)rt  they  were  aboat 
twenty  feet  beneath  it.  Wings  were  extended  to  the  right  and  left,  from 
which  eight  chambers  were  opened.  These  chambers  were  ehaifged  with 
four  tons  of  powder.  Wooden  pipes  ran  about  one  hundred  feet  from  the 
magazines  towards  the  mouth  of  the  gallery,  from  whidi  point  ran  the  friae. 

This  work  was  conducted  with  the  utmost  secrecy.  The  plan  of  assault 
was  to  explode  the  mine,  and  immediately,  ere  the  rebels  had  recovered 
from  their  consternation,  to  open  a  terrific,  cannonade.  Under  ©over  of 
this  fire,  a  strong  storming  party  was  to  rush  through  the  gap  which  the 
explosion  had  made,  and  carry  the  position  beyond.  This  position  at 
which  they  aimed  was  a  crest  Which  conunaDdjed  Petearsborg.  Tfass 
gained,  the  city  was  in  our  power. 

Just  after  midnight  on  Friday,  July  39th,  the  mine  was  ready  to  be 
sprung,  and  the  troops  were  arranged  to  spring  fiorward  in  the  assault 
The  Ninth  Corps  was  to  lead,  supported  by  ^e  Eighteenth;  with  ike 
Second  in  reserve  on  the  right,  and  the  Fifth  on  the  left.  At  half-past 
three  o'clock  the  frise  was  kindled.  An  anxious  hour  passed,  and  there 
was  no  explosion.  A  brave-hearted  man,  whose  name  ought  to  be  reoord- 
ed,  entered  the  gallery  to  ascertain  the  difficulty.  The  fuae  had  gone  out 
in  the  dripping  passage.  It  was  again  lighted.  The  sun  had  now  risen.  It 
was  forty  minutes  past  four.  There  was  a  terrible  explosion,  throwing 
earth,  rocks,  timbers,  guns,  and  men,  with  volcanic  power,  hi^  into  the 
air.  Down  again  came  the  vast  colimm,  in  a  heap  of  widensoattered  and 
indescribable  ruin.  A  moment  befbre  the  explotrion  there  stood  over  the 
mine  a  fort  garrisoned  by  two  hundred  men,  with  six  guns  and  all  neces- 
sary camp  equipage.  The  next  moment  there  was  a  yawning  crater  one 
hundred  feet  long,  fifty  feet  wide,  and  twenty  feet  deep.  Instiilttfy  a 
hundred  cannon  from  the  Union  lines  opened  tiieir  fire  of  round-shot  and 
shells.  The  distant  batteries  of  Butler  and  Foster  echoed  the  roar,  while 
for  mOes  upon  miles  the  resounding  thunders  rolled.  Unfortunately,  a 
half-hour  was  lost  before  the  men  nuAed  forward  hito  the  breach. 
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The^rel)el»Tfi&ironderfiil«8la(3ri<7i^^      iili4  teamed,  a  ^t^y  a&d 
deadly  £rB  vpoiL«oiic  Btonnii^  fMBrty^  fi^ii^  OT^rj^  gim  which  o(mld  be  * 
broti^t  to  bear.'  WiJsk  oheate  U^e  troojKi  rushed  forwardythrbngh  thk, 
afanoet  annihilating  fire,  into  the  bseaoh  which  the «inine  had  made.    Thfi^ 
Fourteenth  Kew  Yotk  HeaTy  Artillery  were  th&  first  who  entei'ed  the 
gap.     It  was  an  aw&l  apectode  which,  waa  <;^iled  before  their  eyea. 
Mangled  bodies,  dissevered  limbs,  rainy  bloody  nni&eiy,  death  were  every*- 
where*  *  The.  clouds x>f  dnajb,  blended  with  the  smoke  of  battle,  rendered 
the  pit  almost  as  dark  as  night.    Some  of  the  garrison  were  found  still 
living.    They  were  dog  out^  stoiggUng  in  agony  &om  their  half  bnriaL 

Thus  tax  all  had  apparently  gone  well.  We  had  g^ed  the  breach. 
It  only  remained  to  rush  headlong  upon  the  crest  called  Cemetery  Hill, 
but  finir  hundred  yards  distant,  and  the  work  wi^  accomplished.  But  by 
some  strange  in&tuatian  the  brigades  stopped  to  throw  up  intrenohments, 
and  to  bring  some  guns  to  bear  upon  the  enemy.  Thus  a  predons  hour 
waa  lost,  daring  wldoh  Ihe  rebels  conoentrated  a  murderous  fire  upon  the 
ciq>tured  fcMrt.  At  lengdi,  after  this  fatal  delay,  the  Ninth  Cc^ps  waa 
re-formed  and  pressed  forward  in  the  chaj^.  Potter  was  on  the  right| 
Ledlie  in  the  centre^  Wikoz  on  the  left. 

But  it  was  too  lale.  The  rebelA  were  prepared  to  reqeive  them  with 
a  fire  which,  from  their  front  and  on  either  fiank,  no  mortals  eouH  with- 
stand. Musketry,  shot,  shells  ploughed  their  rajoks  with  Uoody  slaughter. 
For  a  time  the  line  moved  bravely  along.  Then,  smothered  and  torn  by- 
the  storm,  the  men  hesitated,  recoiled,  and  fled  baok.  In  this  t^rible 
onset  Marshall's  Brigade  led,  followed  by  Bartlett's.  After  their  repulse* 
White's  Division  was  puahcMl  forward  as  a  fpriorn  hope.  They  were, 
colored  men.  Gallantly  they  advanced  into  the  jaws  of  death.  But  they 
were  unable  to  accompli^  that  in  whioh  their  white  comrades  had  failed. 
Out  down  by  tlie  withering  fire,  they  were  hurled  back  breathless  and 
Ueeding. 

The  rebels  now  ooneentrated  their  fire  into  the  crowded  crater  of  the 
fort.  It  was  manifest  that  the  day  was  lost.  Nothing  remained  but  to 
rescue,  if  possible,  tbe  troops  who  were  huddled  together  in  the  fort,  which 
had  now,  tmly,  become  a  slai^htor-pen.  To  remain  where  they  were,  was 
oertttin  death  or  captivity.  To  retreat  was  alBU)st  equally  certain  death, 
aa  the  rebels  diceoted  a  deadly  fire  on  the  only  possible  line  of  escape. 
Still  these  heroic  men,  under  their  gallant  leaders,  repelled  several  charges 
of  the  foe  to  retake  the  fort  Many  of  the  men  gradually  struggled  baQk 
to  our  lines.  At  two  o'clock,  those  who  remained  behind,  having  dis^ 
charged  nearly  all  their  ammunition^  were  unable  to  repel  a  final  charge 
and  Burr^idered  We  lost  on  this  bloody  day,  in  killed,  wounded,  and  pris- 
oners, four  thousand  men.    The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  but  one  thousand* 

It  was  not  until  Monday,  thirty-six  hours  after  the  battle,  that  we  could 
get  permission  to  buEry  our  dead  and  to  succor  ojor  wounded.  The  weathejr 
was  oppressively  hot,  and  many  of  our  wounded,  in  the  interim,  died  in  great 
sufibriug  and  of  exhaustion.  This  repulse  was  a  great  djusappointmenti 
but  it  caused  not  the  slightest  shade  of  despondency  in  the  army  m: 
tiiroughout  the  country.    The  enterprise  wba  wisely  planned^  and  ought  tp 
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have  proved  a  sacuefls.  There  were  gteat  fitultB  in  iheexecntioiu  The  damp 
fose  did  not  explode  the  mine  till  an  how  after  Ae  time,,  when  bright  day 
escposed  everj.movement.  Aft^  the  ezploaion,  a  half-nho^r  was  loBt  before 
the  troops  entered  the  breach.  Then  another  hour  was  lost  in  intrenching 
before  the  troops  charged  npon  Oemetay  HilL  It  seems  that  by  a 
j^oper  handUng  of  the  troops,  Tictory  was  then  within  our  grasp,  and 
Petersburg  could  easily  haVe  been  carried. 

There  were  still  many  skirmishes  and'  some  pretty  sharp  fighting  in  the 
Valley  of  the  Shenandoah,  but  no  movements  of  any  great  importance. 
The  rebels  were  so  strongly  intrenched  at  Petersbuig,  that  they  could  easily 
spare  from  their  impregnable  ramparts  a  force  sufficiently  numerous  to 
command  the  valley. 

About  noon  of  the  9th  of  August,  there  was  a  terrible  explosion  of  an 
ordnance  boat  at  a  wharf  near  City  Point  Whether  it  was  the  work  of 
some  rebel  emissary  or  was  accidentally  caused,  is  not  certainly  kn6wn. 
The  explosion  was  awftd  in  its  violence.  Two  baiges  were  blown  to  frag- 
ments ;  a  large  number  of  buildings  were  thrown  down.  Shell,  baUs,  bullets, 
fragments  of  vessels  and  buildings  w^re  driven  in  all  directions.  Sixty  or 
seventy  persons  were  instantly  killed,  their  dissevered  limbs  and  mangled 
bodies  being  hurled  &r  and  wide.  Besides  those  killed,  <me  hundred 
and  thirty  were  more  or  less  severely  wounded. 

An  important  work  was  in  progress  on  the  James,  under  the  super- 
vision of  General  Butler,  at  a  point  called  Dutch  Gap.  Here  the  river 
makes  a  bend  six  miles  in  circuit,  while  the  neck  of  the  land  enclosed  by 
tiiis  bend  is  but  half  a  mile  wide.  This  river  circuit  of  six  miles  was 
crowded  by  torpedoes  and  guarded  by  gunboats.  Gena*al  Butler  com- 
menced the  enterprise  of  cutting  this  isthmus  by  a  canal.  We  should 
thus  avoid  many  formidable  obstructions,  and  bring  our  forces  very  near 
Fort  l/arling.  The  enemy  was  alarmed,  and  sent  down  some  gunboats  to 
open  fire  upon  the  negro  troops  who  were  digging  the  canaL  We  could 
not  silence  this  fire,  though  we  could  respond  to  it.  The  colored  troops 
Worked  bravely,  reckless  of  tibe  fire. 

On  Saturday  night,  August  13th,  a  series  of  movements  was  com- 
menced on  the  north  bank  of  the  James,  which  was  continued  for  four 
days,  through  a  succession  of  very  bloody  battles.  We  lost  several  thousand 
men.  Though  the  rebels,  fitting  behind  their  intrenchments,  experienced 
a  loss  much  less  severe,  the  movement  on  the  part  of  the  Union  troops  was 
so  far  successful,  that  we  pushed  our  forces  to  a  point  within  six  miles  of 
Richmond.  While  these  events  were  taking  place,  we  were  imable  to  push 
with  much  vigor  the  canal  at  Dutch  Gap. 

At  Petersburg,  movements  of  still  more  momentous  importance  were 
pressed  forward.  The  apparent  attack  upon  Bichmond  was  intended 
merely  as  a  feint,  to  draw  the  troops  of  Lee  in  that  direction.  At  four 
o'clock  in  the  morning  of  Thursday,  the  18tii,  the  Fifth  Corps,  Gregg's 
OavahT^  Division,  started  from  camp,  in  the  direction  of  the  Weldon  Bail- 
road,  with  four  days'  rations.  They  reached  Six  Mile-Station  about  eight 
o'clock,  and  while  one  portion  of  the  command  were  tearing  up  and  bum- 
i^  the  track,  a  detachment  advanced  two  or  three  miles  towards  Peters- 
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bargy  and  took  a  poeitibn  to  drivd  back  the  enemy  ehotdd  they  adranod 
upon  them.  About  noon,  two  rebel  brigades  came  hnrrjing  down  the 
road.  The  First,  Second,  Third,  and  Fonrth  Divisions  of  Ayres's  Corps  (the 
Fifth)  were  ready  to  receive  them.  The  rebels  rushed  on  with  great  im- 
petuosity, and  for  two  hours  there  was  a  very  hot  and  sanguinary  battle. 
As  the  fight  was  in  an  open  field,  the  loss  on  both  sides  was  heavy. 

There  was  no  intermission  of  the  battle  until  night,  when  both  parties 
commenced  intrenching,  the  TTnion  troops  being  left  in  command  of  the 
road.  The  loss  on  each  side  was  about  one  thousand.  The  rebels  did  not 
renew  the  attack  the  next  day,  and  both  parties  were  busy  strengthening 
themselvea  On  Friday  evening  the  enemy  came  out  in  greater  force.  They 
succeeded  in  outflanking  our  troops,  and  cut  off  two  thousand  seven  hundred 
prisoners,  after  having  inflicted  a  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  of  about  fifteen 
hundred.  The  opportune  arrival  of  the  Ninth  Corps  checked  the  exult- 
ant foe.  .  Saturday  was  a  day  of  comparative  quiet.  On  Sunday,  the 
rebels  again  made  a  furious  attack,  but  they  were  repulsed  with  great 
slaughter.  On  Monday  and  Tuesday,  they  again  renewed  the  struggle, 
but  all  in  vain.  After  a  week  of  desperate  fighting  we  still  held  the  road, 
being  strongly  intrenched  but  two  and  a  half  miles  south  of  Petersburg. 

There  were  two  roads  to  Richmond,  each  of  which  we  threatened  to 
traverse.  One  was  north  of  the*^ James  from  Malvern  Hill ;  the  other  was 
f^m  the  south,  by  marching  through  or  around  Petersburg.  General 
Grant,  by  making  demonstrations  now  at  this  point  and  now  at  that^  kept 
the  enemy  harassed,  and  compelled  him  to  be  constantly  removing  his 
troops  a  distance  of  thirty  miles,  to  guard  the  menaced  point. 

The  rebels  had  by  this  time  repaired  the  Danville  road,  which  Generals 
"Wilson  and  Eautz  had  destroyed  for  so  many  miles.  But  the  Wddon 
road  it  was  hoped  we  had  seized,  permanently  to  retain.  On  Thursday, 
the  25th,  the  rebels  made  another  desperate  endeavor  to  recover  the  road. 
After  many  manoeuvres  and  vigorous  skirmishes  during  the  day,  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  enemy's  columns,  in  heavy  and  dose  line  of 
battle,  came  rushing  from  the  woods,  where  they  had  advantageouidy 
formed  under  cover.  As  they  came  forward  they  were  met  with  a  very  hot 
infantry  and  artillery  fire.  Still,  in  spite  of  all  resistance,  the  impetuous 
columns  rushed  on,  leaped  over  our  breastworks,  and,  in  a  hand-to-hand 
fight,  broke  our  lines.  The  fighting  on  both  sides  was  conducted  with 
desperation  never  surpassed  during  the  war.  But  our  centre  was  broken 
and  routed.  Nine  out  of  our  twelve  fine  guns  were  lost  The  slaughter 
was  fearful. 

General  Miles's  Division  bore  the  brunt  of  this  onset.  Gibbons's  troops 
were  sent  to  his  support  Gallantly  they  met  the  foe,  and  drove  them 
back,  though  at  a  fearful  cost  of  officers  and  men.  Thus  sustained.  Gen- 
eral Miles  skilfully  rallied  his  division.  But  again  the  enemy  came  plung- 
ing with  immense  solidity  of  column  upon  our  left.  General  Gibbons's 
Division,  though  breathless  and  bleeding,  were  hurried  back  to  meet  this 
attack.  But  the  rebels  were  moving  with  momentum  which  no  bravery 
could  check.  Some  of  our  r^ments  were  almost  literally  cut  to  pieces 
upon  the  ground  which  they  occupied.    The  Twentieth  Massachusetts  lost 
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dmost  every  man.  G^eral  Gr^'s  diBmontited  cavafay  oaine  to'the 
raMme,  and  darkneei  dosed  the  battle. '  But  thp  TJnion  troops  w«^  over- 
powered.  In  liie  night  they  abandcmed  Beams's  Station^  and  left  it  in  the: 
hunds  of  the  enemy.  This  was  one  of  the  most  desperate  of  battles.  The 
enemy  aocumnlated  all  his  available  troops,  and  hurled  them  npon  two 
slender  divisions  of  the  Second  Corps.  We  lost  two  thousand  prisonerSy 
seven  flags,  nine  cannon,  and  one  thousand  in  killed  and  woimded.  The 
loss  of  the  enemy  was  about  fifteen  hundred.  He  had  received  such  heavy 
blows  that  he  did  not  attempt  to  follow  our  retreating  troops. 

It  is  impossible  to  ccnnpute  the  numbers  in  liiese  conflicts,  as  they  are 
nowhere  given  with  accuracy.  When  we  speak  of  a  raiment  it  may 
mean  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  or  twelve  hundred ;  a  brigade  may  ba 
fbur  hundred  or  four  thousand.  The  ravages  of  war  had  converted  many 
regiments  into  mere  skeletons. 

Though  our  troops  had  fallen  back  &  little  from  Beams's  Station,  we 
sffll  held  the  Weldon  road.  The  impcnliance  of  the  conquest  was  manifest 
from  the  desperate  endeavors  of  the  rebds  to  wrest  it  from  us.  Beams^^ 
Station  is  about  ten  miles  from  Petersburg.  We  had  destroyed  elevra 
miles  of  the  road,  from  a  point  about  four  miles  below  the  station  to 
our  picket  line,  which  was  within  three  miles  of  the  city.  We  now  held 
between  Beams's  Station  and  jiie  city  about  four  miles  of  the  iDad,  where 
we  were  so  strongly  intrenched  as  to  defy  all  the  efforts  of  the  enemy  to 
dislodge  us. 

During  the  three  days  which  succeeded  the  battle  at  Beams's  Station, 
there  was  much  skirmiBhing  along  the  road,  but  no  general  engagement. 
Our  batteries  were  almost  every  hour  throwing  cdiells  into  Petersburg.  On 
Monday,  the  29th  of  August,  Ae  shelling  of  Petersburg  was  pushed  wiA 
great  vigor.  There  was  one  continuom  roar,  all  the  day  Icmg,  as  shot  and 
shell  fell  upon  the  doomed  city.  The  enemy  were  busy  shelling  Dutdi 
Gap ;  notwithstanding,  the  work,  under  Major  Ludlow,  was  pushed  on  vigor- 
ensly.  In  consequence  of  our  possession  of  a  portion  of  the  Weldon  road^ 
the  rebels  were  compelled  to  haul  their  supplies  from  Stony  Creek,  below 
Beams's  Station,  by  a  circuitous  route,  through  Dinwiddie  to  Petersbuig; 
Constant  changes  were  going  on  in  the  army.  B^iments  were  dissolved 
as  the  term  of  service  of  the  men  expired.  There  were  also  constant  acce»- 
•ions  from  volunteers  —  the  army  on  the  whole  decidedly  increasing  in 
numbers.  The  rebel  army  was  growing  weaker.  Their  despotic  conscrip- 
tion had  exhausted  all  die  realms  of  secessiondom,  and  desertions  we9« 
very  numerous. 

Such  a  series  of  petty  disasters  had  attended  our  movements  in  the 
valley,  that  on  the  5th  of  August,  Generals  Grant,  Hunter,  and  Shertdan 
held  a  consultation.  This  led  to  General  Sheridan's  appointment  as  com* 
mander  of  the  Middle  Military  Division.  Sheridan^s  briUiant  campaign 
in  the  Valley  of  the  Shenandoah,  which  we  have  already  recorded,  was  tiie 
result. 

While  the  bombardment  in  the  vicinity  of  Petersburg  continued  on 
both  sides,  there  was  a  tacit  truce  between  the  pickets,  so  that  the  men  on 
duty  walked  about  in  front  of  their  works  unmolested,  and  there  was  a 
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friendly  interduutge  of  new^iapen  and  other  commodities.  On  the  I'st  of 
September,  the  rebel  leaders  were  gnilty  of  an  act  of  treachwy,  -which  ex- 
cited great  indignation.  While  enr  men  were  out  aa  tumd,  suddenly, 
and  without  any  waning,  the  rebels  opened  fire  upon  them.  They  said 
afterwttrdB,  in  defence,  that  it  was  a  "  delicions  piece  of  retaliation  "  for  our 
bombardment  of  Petersbm^.  One  of  the  Kichmond  papers  alluded  to 
tiiiB  infamons  deed  in  the  following  words : — 

**  Suddenly,  a  tremendons  volley  of  moeketry  was  poured  into  them 
from  our  works,  tliTowing  them  into  a  panio,  and  caosing  them  to  scamper 
back  into  their  trenches  like  so  muty  startled  rats.  The  best  of  it  wao^ 
t^at  they  had  left  about  two  hundred  of  their  aomber  lying  dead  or 
wounded  on  their  recoit  promenade." 

Just  before  midnight  of  Snnday,  the  4th  of  September,  the  news  waa 
shouted  along  oor  lines  that  Atlanta  was  taken.  The  joyful  event  was 
celebrated  by  a  salute  of  one  hundred  shotted  gotui.  The  roar  of  artillery^ 
the  crash  of  shot  and  shell,  and  the  shouts  of  one  hundred  thousand  mm 
conveyed  the  appaUiug  tidings  to  ihe  rebels.  .  They  prtunptly  sent  back 
a  defiant  reply,  and  for  an  hour  the  thunders  of  battle  broke  in  awful  peaK 

Thus  the  days  rolled  <hi.  There  was  no  leposa,  no  oMeation  of  the 
struggle  for  an  hour.  Our  intrendunenta  on  the  Weldon  road  were  ae 
strong  as  to  defy  every  effort  of  the  rebels.  By  the  Ist  of  Bepteraber,  we 
had  s  railroad  constructed  from  City  Foint  ta  the  Weldon  road,  by  whii^ 
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all  onr  BnpplieB  oonld  be  easity  transported*  Yigoroiui  effnta  wen  at  tlik 
time  made  by  yarionB  parties  in  the  North  to  staj  the  farther  effaaion  of 
■  blood  by  some  compromise.  Colonel  Jacques  and  Mr,  Gilmore  wenjt  to 
Richmond,  with  ^e  consent  of  the  Groveniment,  to  inquire  of  the  rebel 
leaders  if  there  were  not  some  possible  way  by  which  peace  could  be 
effected.  Jeff.  Davis  wonld  listen  to  no  terms  which  did  not  destroy  oar 
National  nnity,  and  establish  a  Bonthem  Confederacy. 

^^  The  North,''  said  he,  ^^  was  nuul  and  blind.  It  would  not  let  us 
govern  ourselves.  So  the  war  came.  Now  it  must  go  on  till  the  last  man 
of  this  generation  falls  in  his  tracks,  and  his  children  seize  his  musket  and 
fight  his  batties.  We  will  govern  ourselves.  We  will  do  it,  if  we  have  to 
see  every  Southern  plantation  sacked  and  every  Southern  city  in  flames." 

On  Friday,  the  16th  of  September,  an  event  took  place  quite  dis- 
graceful to  our  arms.  We  had  a  laige  herd  of  cattie,  two  tiiousand  five 
hundred  in  number,  grazing  at  Coggins's  Point,  on  the  southern  banks  of 
James  Biver,  about  ten  miles  below  City  Point.  The  herd  was  guarded 
by  a  detachment  of  the  Thirte^ith  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  and  the  First 
I>i8trict  of  Columbia.  A  rebel  force,  consisting  of  a  cavalry  division,  and 
two  brigades  with  two  batteries,  started  on  Wednesday  morning  from 
Beams's  Station,  marched  entirely  around  our  extreme  left,  rushed  upcm 
the  guard,  captured  nearly  all  of  both  r^ments,  with  their  horses,  rifles, 
equipments,  and  camp  furniture,  and  drove  off  the  catUe.  By  this  bold 
surprise  they  secured  two  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty-six  fat  cattie, 
three  hundred  men  with  their  horses,  two  himdred  mules,  and  thirty-two 
wagons.  They  also  captured  a  telegraphic  construction  corps  of  forty  men, 
with  twenty  miles  of  wire.  All  this  was  accomplished  with  a  loss  by  the 
rebels  of  less  than  fifty  men. 

The  rebels  were  justly  very  exultant  over  this  achievement  Their 
pickets  shouted  derisively  to  our  men,  '^  Bee^  bee£"  But  the  response 
which  went  back  was,  ^^  Atlanta,  Atlanta." 

Our  troops  were  more  than  comforted  by  the  news,  which  reached  them 
on  the  19th,  of  Sheridan's  splendid  victory  in  the  Shenandoah,  which  we 
have  already  narrated.  Witii  entiiusiasm  they  fired  a  salute  of  shotted 
guns  along  tibe  whole  line  for  an  hour.  The  enemy  responded,  and  from 
Deep  Bottom  on  the  James  to  the  Weldon  Bailroad,  a  distance  of  nearly 
thirty  miles,  the  roar  of  the  bombardment  resounded. 

We  have  spoken  of  two  approaches  to  Bichmond— one  on  the  north 
side  of  the  James,  by  the  roads  which  lead  from  Malvern  Hill  and  Deep 
Bottom,  and  the  other  from  the  south,  either  through  or  around  Peters- 
burg. In  the  latter  part  of  September,  a  movement  was  made  in  each  of 
these  directions.  The  movement  was  initiated  on  the  right  by  the  Army 
of  the  James.  The  Eighteenth  and  Tenth  Corps,  on  the  night  of  Wed- 
nesday, September  28th,  in  light  marching  order,  moved  from  Bermuda 
Hundred  up  to  Jones's  Keck,  crossed  the  James  on  muffled  pontoons,  and 
marched  to  the  vicinity  of  Deep  Bottom.  Pressing  along  before  daylight, 
they  encountered  the  enemy's  pickets,  and  drove  them  in.  After  a  skir- 
midiing  march  of  two  or  three  miles,  they  reached  a  long  line  of  intrench- 
ments,  running  from  the  New  Market  road  to  the  James  Biver.     The  line 
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^here  tondnated  in  a  fbirmidable  foft,  on  what  was  called  diapin's  Farm. 
There  was  here  a  series  of  hills,  lining  the  river's  banks,  called  Ball's  Bluff 
snd  CSiapin's  Blnff  C^[^>06ite  these,  (m*tiie  right  bank  of  the  stream,  there 
was  Dnuy's  Bluff,  and  jnst^aboye  it  Fort  Dai^ng.  The  intrenched  line 
which  our  troops  enoonntered  was  strongthoied  by  well-c(mstnicted  con* 
.  nected  forts.     A  broad  open  plain  skirted  the  rebel  line. 

Our  troops  formed  in  the  woods;  dashed  out  over  the  plain,  and,  in  the 
&ee  of  an  appalling  fire,  leaped  the  ink^chments,  and  with  loud  6heers 
carried  the  whole  works.  The  rebels  fled  in  oonfbsion  to  the  rear,  where 
there  were  othOT  works  to  receive  them.  Our  victory  was  complete,  but  it 
cost  a  heavy  price.  The  reckless  assailants,  as  they  crossed  the  plain, 
were  swept  by  a  murderous  fire  from  the  rifle-pits,  the  forts  on  both  sides 
of  the  river,  and  from  two  iron-clads  in  the  stream.  I^ot  less  than  eight 
hundred  men  were  killed  or  wounded.  General  Bumham  was  killed ; 
General  Ord,  Colonel  Stevens,  and  many  other  staff  officers  were  wounded. 
But  we  had  captured  Fort  Morris,  and  the  long  line  of  intrenchments,  with 
sixteen  pieces  of  artillery,  several  of  them  heavy  siege-guns,  and  about 
three  hundred  prisoners.    The  rebel  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  sb'ght. 

By  ten  o^dock  the  action  was  closed.  Our  men  immediately  b^an  to 
throw  up  breastworks  for  their  own  protection.  But  the  enemy's  gunboats 
and  his  batteries  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  kept  up  so  annoying  a  fire, 
that  General  Weitzel,  who  succeeded  General  Ord,  found  it  necessary  to 
evacuate  the  fort  and  to  concentrate.  This  victory  was  achieved  by  the 
Eighteenth  Corps.  At  the  same  time.  General  Bimey,  with  the  Tenth 
Corps,  having  also  with  him  Paine's  colored  division  of  the  Eighteenth 
Corps,  advanced  to  Ihe  junction  of  the  Kingsland  and  the  New  Market 
road.  Here,  on  a  commanding  position,  called  New  Market  Heights,  he 
found  the  enemy  behind  strong  breastworks.  Their  fix)nt  was  protected 
by  an  abatis,  with  marshy  ground  covered  with  dwarf  trees  and  a  dense 
undergrowth.  Through  this  Paine's  colored  troops  charged  with  great 
gallantry,  and  carried  the  works  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 

These  heroic  men,  in  the  struggle,  lost  one  hundred  and  thirty-six 
killed,  and  a  much  lai^r  number  wounded.  Generals  Grant  and 
Butler,  who  were  present,  witnessed  their  achievement  with  delight. 
General  Bimey  rewarded  them  with  a  letter  of  special  congratulation. 
The  enemy  retreated  briskly,  and  we  took  possession  of  the  heights. 
Without  delay.  General  Bimey  pressed  along  the  New  Market  road 
towards  Eichmond.  When  they  had  arrived  within  about  six  miles  of  the 
city,  they  came  upon  some  strong  fortifications  at  Laurel  Hill,  which 
checked  their  march.  It  was  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  An  imme- 
diate assault  was  ordered.  The  enemy,  behind  their  intrenchments,  opened 
a  deadly  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry,  which  our  columns  were  entirely 
unable  to  breast.  Officers  and  men,  in  the  enthusiasm  of  the  hour,  were 
alike  regardless  of  wounds  and  death.  Nearly  five  hundred  were  strack 
down  by  the  missiles  of  the  foe.  Night  silenced  the  roar  of  battle,  and 
found  the  Union  troops  repulsed. 

General  Kautz,  with  his  cavalry,  had  started  on  a  reconnoitring 
[ition  along  the  Central  road.     He  met  no  foe  until  he  reached 
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widun  a' few  milei  of  Bic^iBoiicl^' yfbm.  tiie  baMeria^  of  a:ft>rt  <^eiied  upo^ 
him.  G^eoera)  Terry  alao  marohed  acrofifif  frooca  tixo  I^qmt  JMEarket  ta  H^ 
OentraL  road,  and  pressed  forward  motil  he  oame  in/ view  of  th^  spife^  of 
Bichmoud.  The  o[)6ratioAa  of  tiie  day,  on  tibo  whole,  had  beon  raooe^efiilv 
The  6|iemj  ^v^aa  evidontlj  tai^en  by  aurprm  ai^  his  iimnmerahle  fbrtifi^aw 
tioDs  were  not  Btrongly  maimed^         -    » 

About  two  o'cloek  iuiihe  aftenu>oa«oiL  Friday^  tiie  enemy,  having  been 
laigdy  reenforoed  from  PeterBbug,  and  with  Qeoernl  Lee  at  tlieir  head, 
made  a  desperate  attack  upon  our  fbree  then  conoenixated  at  Battery 
Harrison.  He  first  opened  a  fiorioua  oannonade  for  about  half  an  hour, 
aided  by  his  gunboata»  They  then  chaj:ged  in  three  stixing  linea;  but  a 
deadly  fire  of  musketry  whirled  them,  as  with  tornado  yioleiice,  back  to 
the  woods.  A  seoond  and  a  third  time  they  were  raJlied,  and  pushed  for-^ 
ward  to  the  charge.  Each  time  they  were  repulsed  with  £ftarM  slaughter. 
They  at  length  retired,  haTing  lost  two  hundred  pdls<H)ysrs,.  and  five  hmn 
dred  in  killed  and  wounded. 

If  ight  again  came,  with  clouds,  darkness,  and  floocUng  rain.  Through^ 
all  the  night,  and  all  the  day  of  Saturday^  the  torrent  fell.  The  softened^ 
roads  were  so  cut  up  by  the  heavy  army  wagons  as  to  become  almost 
impassable.  The  city  of  Bichmond  was  thrown  into  the  utmost  com 
stemation  by  this  apparition  of  an  army  in  an  un^cpected  position,, 
within  three  miles  of  the  city.  Every  available  man  was  brou^bi;  inta 
requisition.  General  Lee  pushed  forward  with  the  utmoet  precipitancy 
troops  from  the  south  side  of  Bichmond  to  met  the  alarming  emergeiu^. 
To  induce  the  rebels  to  this  movement  was  one  of  tlie  pi?aminent  olgects  of; 
the  enterprise.  Gieneral  Grant  was  now  j^separed  to  make  another  advanoci 
on  the  left,  towards  the  much-coveted  Lynchbo^i^  road* 

To  hold  his  e^ctanded  line  at  Fetarsburg  and  accomplish  this,  he  had 
the  Second  Cavalry  Division  and  three  corps.  Two  brigades  of  the  Ninths 
and  two  brigades  and  at  division  of  the  Fifth,  under  General  Warren, 
formed  the  column  of  advance*  They  moved  from  Epni:*Mile  Station,  on^ 
the  Weldon  road,  by  a  circuitous  route  of  more  than,  twenty  miles,  striking 
tiie  Lynchburg  road  at  a  point  called  Pqplar  Grove.  The  weather  was  theii 
fine,  the  roads  in  admirable,  condition,  and  the  troops,  pressed  joyfully  on. 
About  twelve  o'clock,  p.  h.,  they  reached  Peebles's  Farm,  on  iJne  9quirrd 
Hill  road,  throe  miles  from  the  Weldon  road.  Here  t^y  came  upon  hosr 
tile  redoubts,  armed  with  rifled  guns.  The  approach  was  over  an  op^i 
fi^d,  which  the  intrenchments,  crowning  a  gentle  ridge,  quite  commanded. 

To  Griffin's  First  Division  waa  assigned  the  ta«k  of  carrying  tjtie  redoubt 
Gallantly  they  did  it,  capturing  one  gun,  and  about  fifizy  men.  The  rebeb 
retreated  half  a  mile  to  another  line ;,  the  patriots  pursued.  About  five, 
o'dodc  the  Ninth  Corps  atteotpted  to  storm  these  works.  Genei^  Potter's 
'Division,  with  General  Griffin's  Brigade,  was  in  advance.  The  charging 
^  colunm  was,  severely  repulsed,  and  thrown  back  in  confusion,  leaving  one 
thousand  five  hundred  prisoners.  Beeuforcements  were  sent  foirward,  whs. 
checked  the  advance  of  the  foe.  The  stubborn  fighting  continued  till 
dark.  Dmdng  this  day  we  lost,  in  IdlXed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  two 
thousand  mien.    The  enemy^  behind  hia  breastworks,  suffered  mu^  less. 
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Thi)  Ystn,  to  ^whidi  im  hftve  alluded,  noitfa  of  the  Jaraea,  also  coin* 
tneaieed  hei^  Friday  nigiit  Still,  tim>i^  the  darkxieflB  azkd  the  Btonn, 
the  artillery  of  man's  wrath  flashed  and  roa»d«  The  next  day,  SatHidi^, 
the  enemy,  in  the  drenching  Tarn,  mbde  an  attaek  upom  Apoa's  Divifiion 
abont  nine  o'diook  in  the  morning,  but  were  easily  lepnked,  widi  eevere 
I068.  Thongh  there  Were  maarchinga  and  oinmtermardiingfi,  there  waa  no 
more  %hting  for  the  remainder  of  the  day,  with  the  eoLcmptidn  of  one 
eavahy  ohaErge  by  the  rebel  Hampton^  cavalry  i&  &b  aftemoooa,  which  wag 
handsomely  repnlsed. 

Snnday,  the  fid  of  October,  was  apent  in  akirmMliingB  and  artillery 
fire,  with  bnt  little  resnlt.  General  BnUer's  movemeBt  on  the  north  of 
the  James  had  been  thns  £ar  more  saoeessfbl  than  G^oral  Meade's  on  the 
Bonth.  He-  had  swept  ibrwwrd  wiihioa  three  miles  of  Riehmond,  had  lott 
bnt  few  prisoners,  and  had  met  widi  no  serious  repnlse.  He  oaptnred  as 
many  prisoners  as  he  lost.  On  the  sooth,  Qenend  Meade  had  not  been 
able  to  reach  the  Lynchbnrg,  or  Sonthside  road,  as  it  is  also  called,  and 
throngh  some  strange  misfortmie  or  mismanagement,  entire  regiments  had 
been  flanked  and  swept  off.  General  Butler's  meremeiit  on  the  right  was 
Intended  mainly  as  a  demonstration,  to  aid  General  Meade^s  movement  on 
4he  left  to'  seize  the  Sonihside  road. 

Sev^ul  days  w^pe  now  passed,  during  which  bnt  little  was  done,  save 
intrenching,  watching,  and  preparing  for  fatnre  blows.  In  the  night  of 
Wednesday,  October  12th,  General  Terry,  in  temporary  command  of  the 
Tenth  Corps,  with  a  part  of  Kantz's  Cavalry,  and  the  First  Divii|ion  of  his 
corps,  nnder  General  Ames,  and  the  oeloied  division,  nnder  General  Sir^ 
ney,  set  ont  for  a  recomn^ssance  in  force,  l^iey  pndied  along  mainly 
through  the  r^on  between  the  Central  and  Charles  City  roads.  Abont 
eight  o^clock  in  the  morning  they  eneonntered  some  intrenchments  which 
had  been  newly  Ihrown  np.  Seconaoitring  dbai^gee  were  pnshed  through 
the  slashed  forest,  to  develop  the  strength  of  the  foe.  There  ware  charges, 
repnlses,  and  connterehai^es ;  bnt  at  night  the  rebels  still  held  their  Une, 
and  the  Union  troops  retinad  to  their  own  intrenchments.  We  lost, 
during  the  day,  four  hundred  and  fourteen  men,  including  twenty  officers. 
On  Tuesday  night,  tiie  11th,  there  waa  a  terrific  mortar  and  artOlery  fire 
kept  up  by  the  rebek  against  our  lines  near.  Petersbug.  A  Bichmond 
paper,  in  speaking  of  it,  says : — 

-^^  The  heaviest  mortar-ahelling  of  the  siege  occurred  on  Tuesday  night 
last,  and  the  sight  is  described  as  having  been  sublime.  Fer  the  space  of 
several  hours  the  eastern  heavens  seemed  ablaze  with  briUiaiit  meteora — 
ascending,  descending,  and  shooting  away  alhwsrt  the  horizon,  in  almost 
ocmstant  numbers,  and  in  unsurpassed  beauty." 

Though  our  effort  fi*om  tiie  left  to  aeize  the  Sonihside  Bailroad  had 
failed,  we  had  gained  a  strong  adviance  position  at  Poplar  Grove  Church, 
from  which  no  ^orts  of  the  rebels  could  drive  us.  This,  step  by  step,  we 
were  advancing  to  the  great  achievement,  of  whoee  ultimate  success  no 
patriot  cherished  a  doubt.  The  Dutdi  Gap  Canal  was  still  pushed  with 
great  vigor,  while  the  workmen  were  assailsd  by  a  constant  dialling. 

On  tiie  93d  of  October,  there  was  a  my  exdting  artillery  4uel  between 


67A  OITIL    WAB    IV    AKEBIOA. 

two  of  our  batteriee  on  the  north  of  the  James,  Hear  Chafnn'a  Vtatt^ 
and  the  rebel  gunboats.  There  were  three  ircxi-cladB,  and  two  wooden 
gnnboatt,  whidi  oonnneneed  the  tinainlt'.  The  wooden  boats  wero 
apcfedilj  driven  out  of  range,  one  of  them  having  reoeived  a  shell  whkh 
blew  up  a  gnn-earriage  and  wounded  four  men«  The  three  iron-dads 
were  so  roc^hlj  handled  that  thej  soon,  impoteot  and  battered,  steamed 
faai^to  SklimoikL 

On  Thvrsday,  Oetobcr  99d,  dieve  was  another  great  moTement  of  the 
wholearmj— of  that  on  the  right,  which  was  called  the  Army  <^  the  James, 
and  of  thai  on  the  left,  ^diich  was  called  tiie  Armj  of  the  Potomac. 
Secret  preparations  had  long  been  maldng  for  this  moyement.  The  advan- 
tage which  the  enemy  had,  standing  behmd  intrenohments  whidi  fcHr  yean 
he  had  been  constructing,  was  immense.  It  was  of  course  known  iiist  in 
all  these  assaults  a  &r  higher  style  of  courage  was  requisite  to  impel  for- 
ward the  assailants,  than  that  which  was  needed  to  sustain  the  assailed, 
posted  whare  scarcely  a  bullet  could  harm  them.  In  these  deq>erate 
charges  iq>on  rifle-pits,  breastworks,  and  redoubts,  it  was  inevitable  that 
the  Union  loss  should  be  mudi  more  severe  than  that  of  the  rebels. 

On  Wednesday  evening  both  armies  received  orders  to  be  ready  to  start 
at  daylight  the  next  morning.  As  the  sick,  the  baggage,  the  camp  equi- 
page, and  all  ocmuaissary  and  ordnance  stores,  weiro  sent  back  to  Oity 
Point,  it  was  inferred  that  the  army  was  to  make  a  movement  to  some 
point  which  it  intended  permanently  to  hold.  Three  days'  rations  and 
forage  were  issued  to  the  eavaby,  and  six  days'  rations  to  the  infantiy, 
with  an  ample  supply  of  ammnnitJon.  Only  enough  men  were  Ic^ 
behind  to  hold  our  long  line  of  intrendmients  against  any  assaults  of 
the  foe. 

Oeneral  Terry,  with  the  Tenth  Corps,  advanced  in  the  direction  of  the 
Charles  City  road ;  General  Ames  held  the  right.  Turner  the  centre,  and 
Bimey  the  left.  We  soon  reached  the  rebel  skirmishers,  and  pushed  tliein 
back.  At  length  we  came  upon  breastworks,  which  assailed  us  with  a  veory 
severe  fire.  The  works  were  attacked  with  great  gaUantry  until  night 
came,  but  without  success.  In  tiie  mean  time.  General  Weitzel,  with  the 
Eighteenth  Corps,  turning  to  the  right,  struck  across  the  country,  through 
White  Oak  Swamp,  until  he  reached  the  Williamsburg  road,  near  tibe 
famed  battle-ground  of  Seven  Pines.  Soon  after  noon  the  rain  b^:an 
to  fall,  and  the  softened  roads  impeded  their  miurch.  They  were  now  with- 
in seven  miles  of  Bichmond.  Hare  tiiey  found  the  enemy  in  force  bdiind 
strong  ramparts. 

The  Unicm  troops  diaiged  with  the  greatest  bravery.  They  were  met 
with  an  annihilating  fire,  as  soon  as  they  had  got  within  point-Uank 
range  of  the  rebel  guns.  To  advance  was  impossible ;  to  remain  where 
they  were  .was  certain  death ;  and  retreat,  while  assailed  by  such  a  fire, 
was  scarcely  more  practicable  than  advance.  They  were  on  liie  open  plain, 
and  the  rebels,  shielded  from  aU  harm,  were  cntthig  them  down  with  eyery 
missile  of  destruction.  Beenforcements  could  not  be  sent  in ;  their  dea^ 
or  capture  would  be  inevitable.  It  was  an  awftil  mcnnent.  Our  troqps 
were  thrown  into  inextricable  e(«ftision.    The  vigilant  foe  si^w  his  advan- 
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tage,  and,  BaDyiog  finm  his  intreuchments,  captured  the  gre^tar  partofthe 
two  advanced  brigadea;  a  few  oecaped.  It  was  a  Uoody  xepoke.  The 
remainder  of  the  troopa  bivonacked  out  of  range  of  the  hoetile  gnna. 

Thenext  morning  son  rose  dondlcBS.  Orders  were  reeeiyed  from  6eB- 
eral  Grant  to  withdraw  the  troopa.  The  BkirmiBhers  moved  forward  and 
assailed  the  hostile  intrenchments  with  a  rattling,  impotent  fire^  nnder 
cover  of  which  the  troops  retreated  to  their  old  camp,  mnch  chagrined  hj 
their  severe  repnlse.  G^eneral  Tony's  Corps  also  retired  at  the  same  time. 
Thus  the  movement,  on  the  right^  with  the  Army  of  the  James  ended. 
We  lost  about  fifteen  hundred  men«  It  was  thus  that  our  army  suiged 
bravely,  again  and  again,  against  the  intrenchments  which  far  and  wide 
protected  the  beleaguered  capital  of  the  foe.  No  reverses  disheartened  our 
heroic  troops.  They  had  resolved  that,  cost  what  it  might,  in  time,  and 
blood,  and  treasure,  the  flag  of  treason  should  be  trailed  in  the  dust,  and 
that  the  Stars  and  Stripes  should  float  over  our  united  land.  The  great 
object  of  this  manoeuvre  was  to  seize  the  Lynchbuig  Bailroad.  The  move- 
ment of  the  Army  of  the  James  was  mainly  a  demonstraticm  to  distract 
attention,  and  to  withdraw  their  forces  from  the  south  of  Petersbm^. 

It  was  General  Grant's  design,  by  a  flank  movement  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  to  pass  rapidly  around  the  extreme  right  of  the  rebds,  and 
then,  by  a  vigorous  march  towards  the  north,  to  seize  the  Southaide  road* 
To  assist  this  flanking  column  in  slipping  around,  the  attention  of  the 
enemy  was  to  be  occupied  by  a  fierce  attack  upon  their  intrenchments. 
The  movements  on  the  right  and  the  left  were  essentially  the  same.  Gen- 
eral Butler  had  attempted  to  accomplish  by  his  flimk  march  of  the 
Eighteenth  Corps  around  to  Fair  Oaks,  while  the  Tenth  Corps  were  mak- 
ing a  direct  attack  upon  the  enemy's  works,  just  what  General  Meade 
sought  to  bring  about  by  a  similar  device.  The  great  object,  however,  as 
we  have  mentioned,  of  both  enterprises,  was  the  successftil  transfer  of 
Heade's  flanking  column,  by  a  wide  soaihem  circuit,  around  to  the  South- 
aide  road. 

Great  secrecy  was  essential  to  success.  The  march  was  to  be  conducted 
with  silence  and  rapidity.  Obscure  roads  were  to  be  selected,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible from  observation.  Ko  drum-beats  or  bugle-calls  were  to  be  allowed. 
Ko  large  fires  were  to  be  kindled.  This  flanking  column  consisted  of  Han- 
cock's Second  Corps  and  Weitzel's  Eighteenth  Infantry,  and  the  cavalry 
corps  of  Kautz  and  Gregg.  The  Fifth  and  the  Ninth  Corps  were  to 
occupy  the  rebel  troops  by  a  strong  demonstration  against  their  works. 
Enough  men  were  left  behind  the  intrenchments  to  hold  them  firmly 
against  any  rebel  attack. 

There  is  a  small  stream,  called  Hatcher's  Bun,  which  rises  near  Suther* 
land  Station,  on  the  Southside  road,  and,  flowing  in  a  southeasterly  direc^ 
tion,  empties  into  the  Nottaway,  through  Eowanty  Creek.  The  whole 
force  started  before  daylight  Thursday  morning  for  Hatcher's  Bun.  Han- 
cock and  Gregg,  after  considerable  skirmishing,  crossed  at  the  ford.  The 
First  Maine,  with  their  sixteen-shooters,  carried  the  works  on  the  opposite 
banks.  But  the  enemy  was  found  ready  to  meet  us  in  unexpected  num- 
bers.   Our  troops  were  assailed  on  all  sides.    The  road  was  obstructed  by 
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fiDad tree0^  and  bstteries  flmmed  ftt)m aU ^^  Batflie 

men  foroed  their  -way  alcmg  by  a  road  nmning  parallel  to  Hatcher's  Bon, 
until  about  noon,  where  they  encountered  three  regiments  of  dismomited 
cavalry,  with  two  batteries.  The  importance  of  this  movement  was  sadi 
that  G^enerah  Grant  and  Meade  were  both  on  the  groond.  They  coald 
hear,  far  off  <m  the  right,  the  Fifth  and  Ninth  Oorps  pressing  tiie  miemy'B 
works. 

The  road  perplexed  ns.  The  ibe  annoyed  ns.  New  forces  were 
appearing  in  our  front  We  were  assailed  from  ev^  point.  Our 
men  fonght  bravely.  We  lost  heavily  in  officers  and  men,  without 
infliodi^  corresponding  loss  <m  the  foe.  It  b^an  to  rain.  Most  of 
our  ammimition  was  expended.  Gloomy,  stormy  night  set  in.  There 
were  no  imiA  but  the  weeping  domds,  no  condies  for  repose  bat  the 
€pongY  sod.  '  Onr  loss  daring  the  day,  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing, 
counted  fifte^i  hundred.  We  had  marched  resolutely,  and  fought 
bravely,  and  yet  had  made  but  little  progress.  The  prospect  for  the  next 
day  was  no  m<Nne  encouraging.  Afterdark  tiie  order  for  retreat  was  given. 
All  night  long,  throogh  the  darkness  and  the  rain,  our  wayworn,  wsr- 
exhansted  troops  toiled  back  to  their  <Ad  camps.  The  expedition  had 
proved  an  utter  failure.  By  some  means  the  movemmt  had  been  detected 
by  the  enemy,  and  he  was  aQ  prepared  to  thwart  it  Our  whole  loes  in 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  on  this  untoward  day  was  about  three  thousand 

But  no  one  was  disheartened.  The  md  was  not  yet  ^^  Try,  try  again,^ 
was  (General  Grant's  motto,  and  the  motto  <^  every  man  in  Us  army. 
£very  patriot  in  the  land  folt  that  General  Grant  had  his  hand  upon  tiie 
tiiroat  of  the  rebellicm,  and  tiiat  he  would  not  rdinquish  his  grasp  untS 
the  monster  was  strangled. 
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OAPTUBB  09  PBTSaSBUSa  AND  BIOHMONIX 

Cfnm  Nor«mber,  1864,  to  April,  186S.) 

hauamvacm  of  tsb  ALwnrABM.— BrfLaonwi  of  Abbahax  Lnrorajr.— Gaptubb  of  thb  Flo^ 
IDA.— Pabtial  Dbotbuotion  of  tbb  Wbu)Ov  Bailboad.*— Dutoh  Gap  Gaval.— Natal  At- 
tack BY  THB  Rebbls. — ^Battlb  AT  Hatohbb's  Bun. — Captubb  asd  Rboaptubb  or  FOBT 

StBBDMAN. — SOUTHSIDB  RAUiBOAD. — DlSASTBOUS  ATTACK    ON  WhTTB  OaK  ROAD. — ANOTHKB 

Repulsb. — Heboio  AcnoB  ahd  Success.— Battlb  of  Pitb  Fobks. — Bombabdmbnt  and 
Assault  on  Pbtbbsbubo. — Oaftubb  or  Southsidb  Bailboid  and  FObt  Mahonb.^-Tbr- 

BIFIO    FlGHTINa — ^ViOTOBT. — ByAOUATIOV    OF,  RlOHlfOND   AND    FaTBBSBUBO. — ^FUOHT    AND 

PuBSurr  OF  thb  Enemy. — Scenbs  at  thb  Rebel  OAPiiALi — Subbbmdbb  of  Gbnbbal  Lbb. — 

RBJOIdNGB  OF  THB  AbKY  AND  If  ATION. 

.  Thebb  wftB  now  a  week*  of  comparative  quiet  al6ng  the  Peteiwbnrg 
lines,  though  the  mortarB  were  frequently  belching  forth  their  thunders, 
and  monstei;  shells  were  shrieking  through  the  ai».  This  interdiange  of 
shells,  scarcely  irilermitted  by  day  oi  by  night,  the  soldiers  facetiously 
Btyled  the  "science  of  conclvology.''  *At  this  time  there  was  performed* by 
JientenaUt  Oushing,  at  Plymouth,  Worth  Caroliim,  on  the  Roanoke  Eiver,^ 
one  of  the  most  daring  exploits  of  which  ancient  or  modem  days  can  boast. 
The  rebels  had  a  celebrated  iron-clad,  the  Albemarle,  at  Plymouth,  which 
threatened  .the  destruction  of  our  wooden  fleet  in  those  waters.  We  had 
no  light-draught  iron-clads  to  meet  her,  and  our  monitors  sat  too  deep  to 
navigate  the  shallow  waters  of  Albemarle  Sound,  The  "  Albemarle  "  waa 
one  of  the  most  formidable  vessels  the  rebels  had  constructed.  It  had  cap- 
tured Plymouth,  had  waged  successful  war  against  three  double-enders 
nnited,  and  bad  escaped  unharmed.  / 

Lieutenant  "W.  B.  Cushing  formed  a  plan  for  her  destruction.  lie  sub- 
mitted it  to  the  Navy  Department,  It  was  approved.  A  small,  swift 
gteam-tug  was  prepared,  provided  with  a  bowsprit,  or  prow,  which  could 
be  elevated  or  depressed  upon  a  hinge.  At  the  end  of  this  bowsprit  there 
was  attached  a  very  powerful  torpedo,  which,  as  the  little  steamer  ap- 
proached the  iron-clad,  was  to  be  thrust  under  her  and  exploded. 

Thnrsday  night,  November  27th,  was  dark  and  stormy.  In  the  dark- 
ness and  storm.  Lieutenant  Oushing,  with  thirteen  men,  very  cautiously 
steamed  np  Koanoke  Eiver  eight  miles  towards  Plymouth.  The  narrow 
stream  was  lined  with  forts  and  pickets,  but  he  passed  unobserved.  The 
Albemarle  was  discovered  lying  fast  to  the  wharf,  protected  by  a  rafl  of 
logs  extending  about  twenty  feet  from  her  sides.  As  the  little  steamer 
approached  ^e  was  hailed.  The  answer  sent  back  was:  "Look  out, 
Johnnies,  we  are  coming.'*    Oushing  ran  his  boat  bows  on,  crushing  in 
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the  raft,  till  lie  reached  withiii  about  ten  feet  of  the  doomed  steamer* 
Then  lowering  the  torpedo  boom,  by  a  vigorous  thrust  it  was  pushed  under 
the  iron-clad  and  exploded.  Simultaneously  the  pickets  on  shore  opened 
fire  upon  the  boat,  and  the  men  in  the  iron-dad  tlurewopen  one  of  the  port- 
holes to  bring  a  gun  to  bear  upon  the  assailants,  epringing  also  to  the  out- 
side of  the  armament  with  their  muskets.  They  were  met  by  voUeys  of 
grape  from  the  howitzer  in  the  bows  of  Cushing's  boat. 

All  this  occurred  in  less  tine  than  itht$  tabeo  to  write  it.  It  was  so  * 
dark  that  nothing  could  be  distinctly  seen.  At  the  instant  that  Gushing 
exploded  the  ter^edo,  a  musket^ball  struck  him  ofi  the  wrist,  imd  a  shell 
went  crashing  through  the  launch.  The  terrific  exploei<m  of  the  t(»pedo 
threw  sudh  an  immense  mass  of  water  into  the  launch  as  entirely  to  disable 
hor.  The  enemy  were  «tiU  fiiwg  at  fifteen  feet  raji^;a  lieoteftant  OaslH 
ing  ordered  every  iam  to  take  eare  of  himself  Throws^  off  overcoat 
and  shoes,  he  plunged  into  the  river,  and  struck  out  for  the  opposite  shore. 
The  cries  of  one  of  his  men,  who  was  drownings  attracted  the  fire  of  the 
enemy,  and  the  bullets  £^  thickly  around  Ium« 

Changing  his  course,  he  trnneddown  the  stream.  Afterswiasming  and 
floating  ibr  an  hour  in  the  cold  water,  he  went  ashore.  But  he  was  unable  to 
stand.  He  fell  exhausted  upon  the  sand.  While  lying  there  in  the  dark- 
ness and  the  rain^  near  a  sentry,  he  heard  two  of  tiican  talking  ef  the  ej^- 
plosion.  Fearful  of  being  discovered,  he  diovedhimself  along,  cm  his  bac^ 
by  pushing  with  his  heels  against  the  ground,  omtil  he  readied  a  plaee 
of  concealment  Then  he  worked ,  his  way  through  a  vwanp,  lacerating 
his*  feet  and  hands  with  bpers.  In  the  morning  he  came  across  an^cdd 
negro.  He  knew  that  he  had  found  a  fntod;  for  a  blaok  ftoe  Bever  be* 
trayed  a  Union  soldier.  The  negro  wae  frightened  by  the  wild  appearance 
of  Cashing,  and  asked  who  he  was. 

'^  I  am  a  Yankee,''  Cushiog  replied.  '^  I  am  one  of  the  men,  who  blew 
up  the  Albemarle." 

^'My  golly,  massal "  exclaimed  the  kind  negro,  ^^  dey  kill  you  if  dey 
catch  you.    Ton  be  dead  gone  sure." 

Cushing  knew  not  as  yet  the  effect  of  the  explosion  upon  the  Albemarle, 
or  the  fate  of  his  men.  He  sent  his  trusty  Maid  into  the  town,  to  Ining 
him  back  the  news ;  and  then  climbed  into  a  tr^  to  await  his  return.  After 
a  time  the  negro  came  back  and  told  Cushing,  to  his  great  joy,  that  the 
Albemarle  was  destroyed.  Our  heroic  adventurer  then  cautiously  w^ked 
his  way  down  the  river  till  he  saw  a  boat  on  the  opposite  shore.  Plunging 
into  the  chilly  water,  he  swam  across,  and,  detaching  the  boat,  drew  it  out 
into  the  stream  and  let  it  drift  by  his  side.  He  was  afraid  to  get  into  it, 
lest  he  should  attract  observation.  At  laiit,  Jialf  dead  with  fittigue,  excite- 
ment, hunger,  and  cold,  he  climbed  into  the  boat  and  paddled  for  ei^bt 
hours,  until  he  reached  the  Union  squadron  at  the  mouth  of  the  river. 
One  other  man  escaped  across  the  country  through  ibe  swamps*  Two 
men  were  drowned.     The  rest  w^e  captured. 

This  heroic  achievement  secured  for  us  the  reciq^ture  of  Plymouth,  the 
entire  conmaand  of  the  fTorth  Carolina  sounds,  and  the  release  of  a  fleet  of 
sixteen  vessels  which  had  been  for  some  tinae  watching  the  Albemarle. 
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On  the  8th  of  iNoyamber  oame  &9  vot^a  on  the  PrftULential  <electioiL 
Abraham  lincolii's  tenaa  would  expire  on  the  ith  <xf  the  «Il8l^^g  March* 

F^r  thiiiy-tvo  yean  the  BBtion  bad  aaot  ^sonf^rred  upon  bjoj  one  of  its 
Preflideiiita  the  hoaor  of  jpBMlectkHL  By  an  orerwhehmng  nuy'ority  of 
the  d^etoral  ooU^ge,  Atoiham  I4ncoln  wm  invited  to  retain  his  poet  sft 
the  he}m  of  flti^»  ThnS'  the  world  was  in&on^  of  the  unswervii^  devo- 
tion  of  the  people  to  the  Natie^ial  intcj^t;y  ai>d  honor.  The  ^'  Army  and 
Navy  Journal  '^  says,  truthfully  and  eloquently  :— 

^  The  ddfeafted  oaoiidate  for  the  Preeidancy  h^  m  his  peison  very 
much  that  was  capable  of  drawing  popular  support  The  senior  mt^- 
gen^^  of  the  re^ilar  army,  the  idol  of  his  old  troops,  whining  in  man- 
ners and  addrees,  with  intdlig^icey  patriotism,  integrity^  and  a  soldier's 
share  of  high-t^ied  honor  and  pidnciple,  a}l  these  availed  him  nothings 
because  he  was  regarded  as  the  representative  of  a  party  who  hod  whispered 
the  fatal  word  ^  peace.'  Froaoci^  the  hour , when*  the  Chicago  Platform  was 
fiumed,  it  was  de^  that  whoav^  should  stand  thereon  would  be  over- 
whelmingly defeated  at  the  election  polls.  Oenend  McClellan  es^^aped.  a 
thousand  bullets  on  YirginiA  birf;tle-field8,  to  fall  by  the  p^>er  missile  of 
a  political  party.  *Had  a  OsoscAr  or  a  Qincipuatus  stood '  there  1^  would 
have  mit  the  same  inevitable  &te.'* 

About  Hiis  time  the  welcome  news  arrived  cff  the  destruction  of  the 
ipebel  privateer  Florida^  in  the  BrftziUan  port  ^  of  Bahia.  Thia  pirate 
•tcAm^  had  outrivalled  even  ike  Alabama  in  its  destruction  of  American 
eommetce.  Oq  the  Sth  oi  October  6he  arrived  at  Bahia,  and  anchored 
-under  the  guns  of  tha  fort.  The  American  war-steamer  Wachusett  was 
lying  outside  of  the  harbor.  There  were  three  channels  of  exit,  by  which 
the  privateer  oould  escape,  to  prey  upon  our  unarmed  merchantmen. 
Captain  Collins,  of  the  Wachusett,  called  a  council  of  his  officers,  and  in 
a  oareful  debate,  in  which  the  fact  was  care&lly  weighed  that  the  Florida 
had  repeatedly  burned  American  ships  within  three  miles  of  the  Brazilian 
ooast,  it  was  determined  to  destroy  her  in  the  neujtcal  port  in  which  she 
had  taken  refuge. 

At  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  7th  of  October,  the  Wachusett 
^teamed  into  the  harbor,  intending  to  strike  the  Florida  amidships,  and 
send  her  to  the  bottom.  As  this  could  have  been  r^arded  as  an  accident, 
the  intematiimal  question  might  thus  have  been  evaded.  As  the  collision 
did  not  immediately  sink  the  Florida,  Oaptain  Collins  demanded  her  sur- 
render, and,  tying  her  to  his  ship,  towed  her  out  to  sea.  Mr.  Seward,  our 
sagacious  Secretary  of  State,  much  to  the  chagrin  of  England,  made  such 
amoids  to  the  Brazilian  GU>vemment  as  to  retain  its  friendship. 

Days  and  weeks  passed  in  Virginia  <^  incessant  warfare,  without  any 
decisive  results,  or  any  incidents  of  sufficient  moment  to  call  for  record  in 
a  general  history.  Our  gunboats,  with  their  shells,  destroyed  i^>on  the 
James  many  houses,  which  had  been  used  as  s%ua1  stations  for  the  enemy. 
The  rebels  had  for  a  long  time  kept  a  d^p6t  of  supplies  at  Stony  Creek 
Station,  on  the  Weldon  Bailroad,  about  twenty  miles  south  of  Petersburg. 
As  we  held  the  road  near  the  city,  the  rebels,-  to  avoid  transporting  their 
snipes  by  wagons,  were  constructing  a  railroad  across  to  the  ^uthpide 
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BaOroacL  At  half-past  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  Ist  of  October 
Gregg's  Division  of  Cavalry  broke  camp^  and  started  to  destroy  these 
works.  At  daylight  they  encountered  the  rebel  pickets,  and  drove  them 
back  to  their  lines.  At  Bowanty  Creek  a  company  of  cavalry  disputed 
their  advance,  bnt  were  soon  dispersed.  Two  miles  farther  on,  they  reached 
Stony  Creek  Station.  Here 'two  hundred  of  Hampton's  cavalry  were 
fonnd  in  a  weU-bnilt  fort,  on  a  commanding  position,  sorronnded  by  a  ditch, 
and  armed  with  two  guns. 

A  charging  column  resistlessly  swept  into  the  fort,  took  many  of  the 
garrison  prisoners,  spiked  the  guns,  and  threw  them  into  a  ditch,  with  the 
loss  of  but  twenty-six  men.  The  affidr  lasted  but  half  an  hour.  Most  of 
the  rebel  public  property  at  Stony  Creek  was  consigned  to  the  flames. 
While  employed  in  the  work  of  destruction,  the  rebels  appeared  in  force, 
and  our  trqops  were  qpmpelled'to  retire.  The  enemy  endeavored  to  annoy 
tiiem  for.a  short  distance  on  their  return,  b^t  were,  easily  'reptdsed.  At 
eleven  o'clock  all  the  command  had  returned  back  to  the  camp.  They 
had  marched  forty  miles,  caj^tured  and  spiked  two  guns,  taken  pne  hun* 
dred  and  seventv-five  prisoners,  six  wagons,  twenty-three  mules,  burnt  three 
thousand  sackp  of  com,  five  Jiundred  bales  of  hay,  a  train  of  cars^  a  long 
*  railroad  bridge,  a  large  amount  of  food  smd  clothing,  ^me  ammunftion, 
and  several  hundred  Enfield  rifles.  Still,  the  expedition  could  hardly  be 
deemed^a  successful  bne. «  The  ^branch  road  was  l^und  graded  and  ready 
for  the  rails,  but  the  enemy  caipe  upon  the  troops  in  'such  force,  that  they 
T^re  cQApelled  to  retire  before  they  had  time  to  des^troy  the.raUs  tod  the 
cross-ties.  About  one  hundred  contrabandsVollowed  our  troops  back  into- 
their  lines. 

On  Tuesday  another  force  moved  forward  to  destroy  the  Weldon  road 
below  Stony  Creek,  that  the  rebels  might  lose  the  ben^t  of  their  branch 
road  to  the  Southside  Kailroad.  The  command  consisted  of  Greg's  Di- 
vision of  Cavalry,  the  Fifth  Corps,  and  Mott's  Division  of  the  Second 
Corps — ^in  all  about  twenty-two  thousand  men,  with  twenty  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, under  command  of  General  "Warren. 

Before  day  of  the  7th,  in  a  cold,  drenching  rain,  which  extinguished 
the  camp-fires,  the  troops  were  on  the  march.  All  the  day  they  pressed 
south  by  roads  east  of  the  railroad,  and  running  parallel  with  it,  en- 
countering no  serious  opposition.  They  crossed  the  Nottaway  River 
about  twenty  miles  below  Petersburg.  The  cavalry  forded  the  stream, 
while  the  infantry  crossed  on  pontoon  bridges.  The  crossing  was  effec- 
ted and  the  pontoons  taken  up  before  the  morning  of  the  8th.  At  three 
o'clock  in  the  morning  the  cavalry  advance  struck  for  Jarrett's  Station, 
thirty-two  miles  below  Petersburg,  and  about  ten  miles  below  Stony 
Creek  Station.  The  infantry  followed,  while  a  detachment  of  cavalry  pro- 
tected their  rear  and  covered  their  fianks.  They  soon  reached  a  point 
where  the  railroad  crosses  the  I^ottaway,  where  they  burned  an  important 
bridge  two  hundred  feet  long.  At  Jarrett's  Station  the  whole  party 
commenced  vigorously  the  work  of  destruction,  by  burning  the  sleepers 
and  bending  the  rails.  Our  troops  had  become,  by  practice,  very  fkHiul 
ID  this  v^ork,  building  immense  fires  of  f^^ces  and  brush.    Before  night 
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ihey  had  destroyed  five  miles  of  road  and  all  the  buildings  at  Jarrett's 
Station. 

The  next  day,  Friday,  the  9th,  they  continued  the  work  of  destruction 
twelve  miles  farther  to  Bellfield.  Just  before  reaching  Bellfield,  the  rebels 
appeared  in  force  to  dispute  the  passage  of  one  of  the  branches  of  the 
Nottaway.  They  were  speedily  routed.  Hicksford  was  a  small  town  on 
the  southern  hBxJsa  of  the  Meherrin  Kiver.  It  was  protected  by  intrench- 
ments  on  both  sides  of  the  stream.  These  works  were  well  manned  with 
regulars  and  militia.  As  soon  as  our  column' came  within  range  it  was 
greeted  with  a  hot  artillery  fire.  The  First  Massachusetts  made  a  gallant 
mounted  chaise,  but  were  compelled  to  fall  back,  their  leader,  Major  Sar- 
gent, having  been  mortally  wounded  by  the  fragment  of  a  shell.  One 
or  two  other  unsuccessful  diarges  were  made,  when  General  Warren  drew 
his  troops  off,  and  they  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

It  was  a  wintry  night.  A  drenching  rain-storm  had  thus  far  incom- 
moded them,  and  added  greatly  to  their  fatigue  and  suffering.  The  storm 
now  changed  to  hail  and  snow.  The  discomfort  of  the  night  cannot  be 
described.  It  is  surprising  that  mortal  frames  can  endure  such  hardships. 
As  the  possession  of  Hic^ford  was  a  matter  of  but  little  importance,  and 
its  capture  would  cause  much  bloodshed,  Saturday  morning  the  troops 
marched  back  towards  Petersburg.  They  destroyed  much  public  property 
by  the  way,  including  Sussex  court-house,  jail,  tavern,  and  several  dwell- 
ing-houses, which  were  burned  by  our  troops  in  retaliation  for  the  shoot- 
ing of  three  of  our  stragglers.  All  day  Saturday,  Sunday,  and  Monday, 
the  troops  continued  their  march  through  intense  cold,  reaching  their  old 
camping-ground  Monday  night.  T^^^y  ^^  travelled  fifty  miles,  burned 
three  railroad  bridges,  and  destroyed  fifteen  miles  of  track.  We  lost 
about  one  hundred  men.    A  large  number  of  contrabands  were  brought  in. 

By  the  first  of  January,  the  Dutch  Gap  Canal  was  nearly  completed. 
Its  bulk-head,  on  that  day,  was  mined  and  blown  up.  But  the  earth, 
which  was  thrown  in  an  immense  mass  high  into  the  air,  fell  directly 
back  into  the  canal,  blocking  it  up  as  firmly  as  before.  It  became,  there- 
fore, necessary  to  resort  to  the  tedious  work  of  dredging.  To  prevent  the 
rebels  from  making  a  sudden  descent  with  their  iron-clads  upon  our  trans- 
portation fieet  at  City  Point,  Admiral  Lee  had  sunk  vessels  across  a  nar- 
row bend  of  the  river  just  above  Bermuda  Hundred.  This  made  our  base 
secire,  but  also  prevented  our  iron-clads  from  ascending  to  Bichmond. 
We  soon  found  these  obstructions  more  advantageous  to  the  enemy  than 
to  us.  One  of  General  Butler's  objects  in  digging  the  Dutch  Gap  Canal 
was  to  open  a  passage  for  our  iron-clads,  by  which  these  obstructions, 
which  were  guarded  by  poweriul  rebel  batteries,  could  be  avoided.  The 
labor  upon  the  canal  ended  with  this  grand  explosion.  Other  and  mo- 
mentous events  soon  engrossed  the  energies  of  the  whole  army. 

The  first  expedition  for  the  capture  of  Fort  Fisher  and  Wilmington, 
which  we  have  already  described,  which  had  sailed  from  the  mouth  of  the 
James  on  the  13th  and  14th  of  December,  returned  the  latter  part  of  the 
month,  chagrined  with  defeat.  General  Butler,  it  will  be  remembered, 
was  in  charge  of  the  land  force.    In  consequence  of  this  failure^  he  was 
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removed  from  command.  In  lsS»  ftOfmeTL  to  Iik  soldiere  he  ndd,  ^'  I  li«v# 
refnfied  to  order  the  nseless  Bacrifice  of  the  lives  of  such  soldiers,  md  am 
relieved  from  yonr  command.'' 

The  latter  part  of  Jannary,  when  Admiral  Porter  was  absent  wHh  his 
fleet  in  the  second  attack  upon  Fort  Usher,  there  vma  a  gnaat  freshet  in  ihB 
James,  wtich  swept  away  Ae  obstractions  just  above  Bermuda  Hmnlred. 
The  rebel  fleet,  consisting  of  three  iron-elads,  fbnr  wooden  gunboats,  and 
three  torpedo  boats,  improved  the  opportnnity  in  the  endeavor  to  run  otir 
batteries,  destroy  our  shipping  at  City  Point,  and  break  our  pontooA 
bridges.  They  ran  by  Fort  Brady  at  midnight,  in  the  midst  of  a  very 
lively  cannonade,  during  which  they  dismounted  a  one-hundred-poundtf 
gun  in  the  fort.  They  cut  the  diain  in  ih>nt  of  our  obstmetions,  imd  one 
of  the  iron-clads  passed  through.  Three  others,  in  attempting  to  follow, 
grounded.  It  was  now  daylight.  The  grounded  boats  were  in  range  of 
Battery  Parsons.  Two  of  them  got  off.  One  was  blown  to  jrieces  by  our 
shells.  The  remainder  o(  the  fleet  escaped  as  rapidly  as  possible  up  the 
river. 

On  the  31st  of  January  a  new  and  naore  vigorous  movement  than  was 
ever  made  before,  was  planned  to  seize  the  Southside  Baihnoad.  On  Tues- 
day night  the  Second,  Rfth,  Sixth,  and  Ninth  Corps  received  marching 
orders.  The  greatest  activity  everywhere  prevailed  in  preparations.  Our 
batteries  opened  heavily  upon  Petersburg,  throwing  an  incessant  storm  of 
shells  into  the  city  to  engi*os8  the  attention  of  the  foe.  Under  cover  of  the 
uproar  and  devastation  of  this  fire,  on  Friday  and  Saturday  nights,  the  3d 
and  4th  of  February,  the  cars  were  incessantly  running,  massing  our 
troops  and  supplies  on  the  left,  and  carrying  back  the  sick  and  the  surplus 
baggage  to  City  Point. 

At  three  o'clock  Sabbath  morning,  Gregg's  Division  of  Cavalry  com- 
menced its  march.  Warren  with  the  Fifth  Corps  followed  at  five  o'clock, 
and  Humphrey  wiih,  the  Second  Corps  at  six.  The  weather  was  fine,  the 
roads  good,  and  the  whole  Army  of  the  Potomac  on  the  move.  Advancing 
from  Reams's  Station,  by  the  way  of  Dinwiddie  Court-HoT»e,  they  en- 
countered at  Eowanty  Creek  a  part  of  Hampton's  cavalry,  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  stream,  behind  breastworks  which  commanded  the  bridges. 
The  works  were  speedily  carried.  The  advance  cavalry  swept  on  to  Din- 
widdle Court-House.  Other  divisions  also  pressed  along  in  the  same 
general  direction  by  roads  nearly  parallel,  with  more  or  less  fighting.  To 
resist  this  movement,  the  rebels  were  intrenched  at  every  important  post. 
To  describe  these  confiicts,  spreading  over  leagues  of  country,  and  many 
of  which  rose  to  the  magnitude  of  battles,  is  impossible. 

The  main  conflict  was  on  Monday,  at  Hatcher's  Run.  The  Second 
Corps  was  on  the  right,  the  Rfth  in  the  centre,  and  the  cavalry  on  the 
left.  The  country  around  was  encumbered  with  swamps,  forests,  and 
ravines,  traversed  by  a  single  narrow  road.  The  battle  commenced  grad- 
ually here  and  there,  until  towards  evening  it  swelled  into  an  uninter- 
mitted  roar.  For  a  time  our  troops  were  quite  effectually  routed.  Nearly 
the  whole  of  the  Fifth  Corps  was  engaged.  Crawford  came  near  hemg 
flanked  and  cut  off     Ayres  moved  to  his  support.    He  was  driv&n  badu 
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Wlieaton  and  Hubbard  were  sent  forward.  They^  w»e  both  thrown  into 
confusion.  On  rushed  the  rebels,  driving  all  b^re  them.  Kearljr  all 
order  was  broken.  Still  the  men  fell  back  stnbbomlj^  fighting  bdiind 
trees  and  rocks  and  stumps.  At  length  they  reached  our  intrenched  line 
on  the  Yau^an  road  and  at  Hatcher^i  Hun,  where  they  made  a  stand. 

The  enemy,  elated  with  victory,  dashed  out  of  the  woods  into  the  open 
space  in  front  of  our  works.  But  he  was  met  by  a  fire  which  drove  him 
back  to  his  covert  We  gained  no  honor,  and,  perhaps,  incurred  no  disgrace 
in  the  conflict  The  foe  did  not  outnumber  us.  But  they  were  perfectly 
at  home  on  the  ground,  and  couM  consequently  move  with  alacrity  and 
choose  their  positions.  Our  troops  fought  obstinately,  twice  drove  back 
Lee's  lines  in  confiision  before  the  final  repulse,  and  then  retreated  fitt- 
ing. About  four  thousand  of  the  Vifth  Corps  engaged  ii^  this  action,  and 
tlie  loss  was  very  severe,  amounting  to  eleven  hundred  and  forty-three. 
Night  closed  the  confiict 

Early  the  next  morning,  Wednesday,  ihe  7th,  the  enemy  made  a  hos- 
tile movement  upon  our  forces  on  each  side  of  the  Yaughan  road,  but 
were  easily  repulsed.  The  Union  trocpe  during,  the  day  made  some 
charges  against  the  rebel  intrenchments,  but  were  also  driven  back.  There 
was,  however,  but  little  firing  during  the  day,  as  our  troops  were  busy 
from  daylight  till  dark  in  intrenching  themselves  on  the  ground  which 
they  had  taken.  We  were  now  firmly  established  at  Hatcher's  Eun,  and 
the  City  Point  Railroad  was  in  running  order  to  that  position. 

By  the  middle  of  March  the  condition  of  the  rebels  seemed  desperate* 
Generals  Thomas  and  Canby  were  crowding  upon  Mobile.  Sheridan  was 
threatening  Lynchburg ;  Schofield  was  entering  Goldsboro',  and  Grant 
had  his  whole  majestic  armies  of  the  Potomac  and  the  James  well  in 
hand,  to  strike  the  final  blow  on  Lee's  crumbling  columns.  For  some 
time  it  had  been  manifest  that  the  enemy  was  preparing  for  a  desperate 
attack  somewhere  upon  our  lines.  We  had  aceumulated  forces  both  upon 
our  extreme  right  and  our  extreme  left,  ready  to  strike  in  either  direction, 
as  circumstances  might  render  it  desirable. 

On  the  25th  of  March,  at  break  of  day,  the  rebel  Gordon's  Corps,  of 
three  divisions,  made  an  impetuous  charge  upon  Fort  Steedman,  about 
half  a  mile  from  the  Appomattox,  and,  by  the  impetuosity  of  their  assault 
and  the  suddenness  of  the  surprise,  carried  the  fort  almost  without  fight- 
ing. The  enemy  turned  the  guns  of  the  fort  on  the  rest  of  the  line,  and 
speedily  captured  three  batteries.  A  short  distance  beyond  was  Fort 
Haskell,  which  checked  the  rush  of  the  enemy. 

Our  troops  speedily  rallied  ftota  their  momentary  confusion,  and 
opened  a  tremendous  fire  upon  Fort  Steedman.  Under  cover  of  this 
cannonade  Hartrauft's  Division  pressed  forward  to  retake  the  captured 
fort.  After  a  stubborn  confiict  the  rebels  were  driven  out  of  it  and  back 
to  their  lines,  leaving  behind  them  all  the  guns  they  had  ci^tured.  But 
our  batteries  opened  upon  them  in  their  retreat  so  severely,  that  over 
seventeen  hundred  prisoners  were  cut  oflP,  who  fell  into  our  hands.  In 
this  short  but  spirited  engagement  we  lost  less  tiian  a  thousand  men^ 
while  the  rebels  lost  two  thousand  five  hundred.    It  was  said  that  tiie 
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enemy  did  not  fight  with  his  usual  courage,  and  the  men  seemed  not 
nnwiUing  to  be  captured. 

Yery  fierce  fighting,  with  charges  and  countercharges,  took  place  at 
▼arious  points  along  tibe  line  during  the  day.  The  result  was  almost  in- 
variably in  favor  of  the  Union  arms.  In  reference  to  this  day  of  battle, 
GenersJ  Meade  says :  ^^  The  result  of  the  day  was  the  thorough  defeat  of 
the  enemy's  plans,  the  capture  of  the  strongly  intrenched  picket  line  under 
the  artillery  fire  of  his  main  works,  and  the  capture  of  ten  battl^flags,  and 
two  thousand  eight  hundred  prisoners." 

On  Wednesday,  the  29th  of  March,  the  whole  Army  of  the  Potomac 
was  again  in  motion,  to  renew  the  oft-repeated  attempt  to  take  the  South- 
side  road.  The  Sixth  and  Ninth  Corps  were  left  to  hold  the  lines  around 
Petersburg.  Ord's  Army  of  the  James  was  also  brought  from  the  vicinity 
of  Bichmond,  leaving  only  enough  troops  to  garrison  our  positions 
there.  Of  Ord's  army,  Gibbon  commanded  the  Twenty-fourth  and  Bimey 
the  Twenty-fifth  Corps.  The  Fifth  Corps  crossed  Hatcher's  Bun,  by  three 
bridges,  without  opposition.  Griffin  led  the  advance,  followed  by  Craw- 
ford and  Ayres.  Aiter  crossing  Gravelly  Sun,  the  column  reached  the 
Quaker  road.  They  had  ascended  this  to  the  north  but  a  quarter  of  a 
mile,  when  they  came  upon  the  enemy.  The  foe  rushed  with  great  force 
upon  Griffin's  Division.  The  conflict  was  brief,  but  terrible.  We  were 
repulsed,  and  then  repelled  the  foe.    TIius  closed  Wednesday,  the  29th. 

On  Thursday,  the  30th,  through  rain  and  miry  roads,  the  troops  again 
pressed  on.  Through  much  skirmishing,  and  often  severe  fighting,  the  army 
pressed  along,  until  they  crowded  the  enemy  into  a  long  line  of  intrench- 
ments  at  a  position  caUed  Five  Forks.  This  was  about  twelve  miles  west 
of  the  Weldon  road,  and  within  about  three  miles  of  the  Southside 
road.  Here  both  armies  were  rapidly  concentrated,  and  it  was  manifest 
that  it  was  to  be  the  theatre  of  a  decisive  action. 

Friday  morning  came.  The  storm  still  raged.  At  an  ewrly  hour,  Gen- 
eral Warren  sent  Griffin's  Division  by  the  left,  to  unite  with  the  divisions  of 
Crawford  and  Ayres,  for  advance  upon  the  White  Oak  road.  Miles's  Di- 
vision followed.  The  enemy  rushed  fi^m  his  works  in  an  impetuous 
charge,  and  drove  the  whole  Fifth  Corps  back  to  the  Boydtown  road.  We 
were  threatened  with  a  severe  disaster.  The  rebels,  having  thus  dispersed 
our  infantry  advance,  turned  upon  our  cavalry,  who  were  left  much  exposed. 
Then  ensued  a  series  of  marches,  manoeuvres,  and  battles,  which  no  reader 
can  comprehend  without  tracing  out  the  movement  in  careftil  study  by 
aid  of  a  diagram. 

Sheridan  in  person  brought  forward  his  gallant  cavalry,  and  the  tri- 
umph  of  the  foe  was  checked.  The  rebels  made  several  desperate  charges, 
but  our  men  were  immovable.  The  enemy  withdrew  into  the  woods,  and 
the  Union  troops  intrenched. 

On  Friday,  the  last  day  of  March,  the  Fifth  Corps  moved  down  the 
Boydtown  plankroad,  to  the  vicinity  of  the  bridge  over  Gravelly  Run. 
The  Second  and  Third  Divisions  of  the  Fifth  Corps  were  ordered  to 
attack  the  enemy  intrenched  on  the  White  Oak  road.  They  advanced 
handsomely  to  this  attack.     They  were  met  with  an  overwhelming  counter- 
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attack  of  the  enemy.  Our  troops  fell  back  in  confusion.  General  Griffin, 
mortified  at  the  repulse  of  these  two  divisions,  rode  np  to  Gbneral  Cham- 
berlain,* who  was  in  command  of  the  First  Brigade,  and  said,  ^^  General, 
the  Fifth  Corps  is  disgraced.  I  have  told  General  Warren  that  you  can 
retake  that  field-    Will  yon  save  the  honor  of  the  corps  t" 

It  was  indeed  an  appalling  nndertaking.  With  one  brigade  already 
exhausted  by  hard  fighting  and  weakened  by  severe  loss,  General  Cham- 
berlain was  to  attack  an  exnltant  foe,  who  had  already  driven  two  divisions 
from  the  field.  But  General  GrifiSn  well  knew  upon  whom  he  was  calling. 
In  all  the  armies  of  the  United  States  there  was  not  a  more  heroic  officer 
than  General  J.  L.  Chamberlain,  of  Maine,  a  true  knight,  ^  sanapeur  et  sans 
reproche?^ 

He  immediately  formed  his  lines,  dashed  through  the  stream,  and 
pressed  the  enemy  back  for  a  mile  or  more  to  the  edge  of  the  hill  our 
troops  had  abandoned.  Here,  the  enemy  appearing  in  force,  he  was  or- 
dered to  halt,  that  he  might  ascertain  the  number  and  position  of  the  foe. 
But  Gbneral  Chamberlain,  inspired  by  success,  begged  permission  to  press 
on,  asking  only  for  several  regiments  to  support  his  flanks  in  echelon.  He 
then  upon  the  double-quick  swept  the  field  and  drove  the  rebels  from  their 
works,  capturing  several  battle-flags  and  many  prisoners.  Thus  he  effected 
a  lodgment  on  the  White  Oak  road,  which  was  secured  by  throwing  a 
strong  line  of  troops  across.  The  Fifth  Corps  bivouacked  on  this  Hue  on 
the  night  of  the  31st,  the  Second  Corps  forming  a  connection  after 
dark. 

At  daybreak  on  Saturday  morning,  the  1st  of  April,  the  Fifth  Corps 
moved  down  the  White  Oak  road  tmtil  it  formed  a  jxmction  with  Sheridan 
and  his  cavalry.  The  whole  body  then  moved  in  the  direction  of  Five 
Forks.  Here  the  enemy  had  intrenched  themselves  during  the  31st,  and 
were  prepared  to  make  a  desperate  stand.  The  cavalry  were  placed  in  po- 
sition in  the  immediate  front  of  these  works,  while  the  infantry  were  formed 
on  the  right  obliquely  in  three  lines  of  battle.  The  order  was  for  the  cav- 
aby  to  commence  the  attack.  This  was  to  be  the  signal  for  the  infantry 
to  advance  by  a  rapid  wheel  to  the  left  until  they  should  strike  the  ene- 
my's works  in  flank.     This  was  immediately  carried  into  execution,  and 

*  Ifajor-Gendral  J.  Lawrenoe  Chamberlain  was  bom  in  Brewer,  Maine,  in  the  year  1829.  His 
early  home  was  one  of  culture  and  refinement  He  graduated  with  honor  at  Bowdoin  College, 
and  after  flnishing  his  theologioal  studies  at  Bangor,  was  elected  professor  of  rhetoric  and 
oratory  at  Bowdoin.  Subsequently  resigning  this  position,  he  accepted  the  professorship  of 
modem  languages. 

E^rly  in  the  war  General  Chamberlain  left  those  collegiate  balls  for  the  battle  field,  as  odonel 
of  the  Twentieth  Maine  Begiment.  His  training,  when  fitting  for  college,  in  a  military  school, 
now  came  to  his  aid,  and  with  that  as  a  foundation,  he  tasked  all  his  powers  to  be  in  reality  -an 
able  commander.  He  organized  schools  in  his  regiment,  he  teaching  those  in  rank  below  him, 
they  imparting  his  instraction  to  the  next  grade,  thus  employing  his  men  in  hours  of  otherwise 
worse  than  idleness. 

The  fact  that  during  the  time  he  has  been  in  the  serrice  he  has  reoeired  seren  wounds,  one  of 
them  of  a  fearful  character,  while  all  the  rest  would  have  caused  many,  even  brave  men,  to  feel 
Justified  in  seeking  hospital  rest,  attests  the  seal  with  which  he  met  the  foe.  By  his  unwavering 
patriotism,  his  eamest  words,  and  his  heroic  deeds,  he  has  taken  his  place  among  the  most  honored 
of  the  major-generals  of  the  United  States  Tolunteer  Army. 
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trith  ftdhiimbto  sueeedB.  Ay^eg  wd  OiifQn  fell  like  a  tortiftdo  cm  tiie  rebel 
left)  0we^iiig  down  their  woarkft,  capturing  artfllerf,  ambnlAnces^  wagoo- 
trainB^  prisoners,  aad  batUe-Aags  in  great  nnmbens.  General  Sberidaii, 
"vrlio  wi^  the  ranking  officer  preset,  was  impetnac^  in  nirging  hk  taxx^pB 
forward.  Not  satisfied  with  oarryi]:^  the  en^iy's  worb  and  gnns,  he 
cried  out  to  everybody  who  attempted  to  oommunicdie  with  Mm^  ^  Smash 
them ;  smadi  them.  We  have  a  record  to  make  before  that  snn  goes 
down.  I  want  the  Sonthside  Railroad.'^  They  did  ^  smadi  thmi,"  ntterly 
annihflating  tiie  rebel  Pk^et's  spl^idid  ^vision,  and  sweeping  away  every 
obstacle  in  tiie  way  of  their  march  to  the  long-ooveted  Sonthside  Foad. 
Onr  loss  was  severe,  nearly  four  thousand.  The  loss  of  the  rebek  in  killed, 
wouided,  and  prisoners  was  seven  thousand. 

At  nine  o'clock  at  night  the  intelligence  of  tiie  glorious  victory  reached 
Cheneral  Orant  at  his  head^uart^^.  It  will  be  recollected  that  tiie  Sixth 
and  l^indi  Oofps  were  left  in  the  vicmity  of  Petersburg^  In  <»der  to  as- 
sist General  Sheridan  in  his  movement,  a  gen«^  cannonade  bad  been  oi^ 
da*ed  along  our  whole  front.  At  ten  o'clock  at  night  it  was  opened  with 
a  sublimity  of  bombardlnent  which  had  not  been  surpassed  during  tike 
war.  Until  four  o'dock  in  tiie  morning  this  artillery  engs^ment  raged 
with  the  utmost  ftiry.  Then,  before  tiie  dawn  of  Sunday  momii^,  April 
2d,  an  assault  was  made,  with  the  endeavor,  if  possible,  to  drive  the  enemy 
from  his  works.  Three  divisions  were  arranged  for  this  nnmientonB  diaa^, 
with  a  battery  assigned  to  each.  All  things  being  ready,  the  t^t>op8  da^ed 
forward,  assailed  by  a  tremendous  fire  of  shells  from  the  rebel  forts.  Gen- 
eral Getty's  Division  was  fdaced  in  fi^ont ;  Generab  Wheaton  and  Seymour 
moved  in  echelon,  to  charge  \)j  a  fianking  fire. 

It  was  still  dark  when,  at  the  firing  of  the  signal-^n,  llie  whole  mass  moved 
forward;  The  enemy  was  ready  with  heavilyHdhotted  guos,  at  point-blank 
range.  Our  troops  had  a  distance  of  eight  hundred  yards  to  traverse  be- 
fore they  could  reach  the  enemy's  worli.  Their  lines,  indistinctly  seen 
through  the  gloom  of  the  morning,  were  feM*fully  torn  by  the  artillery  and 
musketry  of  the  foe.  For  hours  the  uncertain  bottle  raged,  along  a  line 
many  miles  in  extent.  At  length.  Generics  Gtetty  and  Wheaton  succeeded 
in  capturing  two  forts  in  front  of  them,  while  General  Seymour,  in  another 
part  of  the  line,  broke  through  the  ranks  of  the  foe,  reached  the  long-cov- 
eted Southeidis  Bailroad,  and  commenoed  tearing  it  up.  Almost  at  the 
same  time  the  Twenty^ourth  Corps  had  accomplished  the  same  feat,  hav- 
ing also  captured  many  prisoners.  The  whole  line  now  swung  round  to- 
wards Petersburg.  But  hostile  ramparts  and  batteries  were  everywhere 
around  them*  The  battle-waves  swept  over  wide  expanses,  and  the  car- 
nage was  great.    The  rebel  General  A.  P.  Hill  was  killed  at  this  time. 

At  eleven  o'clock  arrangements  were  matured  for  another  direct  assault 
upon  Petersbuig.  It  was  an  afternoon  of  indescribable  tumult,  uproav, 
and  blood.  As  the  twilight  was  fading,  the  Sixth  Corps  had  attained  a 
position,  just  south  of  the  Appomattox  River,  close  to  the  city.  Joyfully  it 
displayed,  as  the  trophies  of  the  day,  twenty  guns  and  two  thousaoid  pris* 
oners.  The  severest  fighting  of  the  day  was  by  the  Ninth  Corps,  and 
they  also  incurred  the  severest  loss.    Our  victorious  troops,  flushed  wit^ 


OAPTUBK    Of    PBT»RSBirB:a  AKD    EIOHMOND.  S87 

«  di^  of  tronderfiil  imcceBB,  liad  ncfw  ^reached  Ao  rerjr  ontsklrtB  of  Peters- 
"burg. 

The  next  mommg,  Stmday,  the  Jd^  at  feur  o'clock,  these  men  of  iron 
nerves,  the  Ninth  and  Bixtfi  Corps,  made  a  galtant  (Sharge  upon  Fort 
Hahone,  *which  commanded  tiie  Jernsaleth  road,  east  of  tl^  city.  It  was 
one  of  l3ie  strongest  positions  of  the  foe.  The  struggle  wad  desperate ; 
but  the  fort  and  its  neighboring  works  were  carried,  and  fburteen  gun^ 
were  taken.  The  enemy  raUied  ta  retake  the  position.  The  conflict  which 
ensued  summoned,  on  both  sides,  all  the  enei^es  of  desperation,  and 
power,  and  valor.  It  was  an  awfhl  day  of  terror  and  of  blood.  When 
night  came  it  was  found  that  we  held  all*  that  we  had  obtained  the  day 
before,  and  had  also  made  such  advances  as  to  render  the  fall  of  Bich- 
mond  certain.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  had  not  been  half  as  great  as  ourd. 
They  fought  behind  elaborate  breastworks.  Our  trbops,  with  bare  bosoms, 
gallantly  stormed  those  woriffl,  and  carried  them.  But  the  Southside  road 
was  now  in  our  possession,  cutting  off  the  only  remaining  line  of  their 
communications,*  which  would  reduce  them  to  Absolute  starvation.  We 
had  captured  positions  which  commanded  the  dty,  and  had  taken  ten 
thousand  prisoners.  The  doom  of  Petersbuig,  and  consequently  of  E3ch- 
mond,  was  sealed.  Our  loss,  in  killed  and  wounded,  was  about  eight 
thousand. 

In  the  afternoon  of  this  bloody  day,  General  Lee  saw  liiat  all'  Was  lost. 
Orders  Were  issued  for  the  speedy  evacuation  of  both  cities.  During  the 
night,  from  both  of  these  cities  the  foe  precipitately  fled.  As,  the  morn- 
ing dawned  the  whole  wide-spread  Union  wad  in  a  tumult  of  joy.  The 
telegram,  on  its  lightning  wings,  had  proclaimed  in  every  hamlet— 

"  Bichmond  and  Petersburg  are  ours  1  A  third  part  of  Lee's  army  is 
destroyed  1    Por  the  remainder  there  is  no  escape !  '^ 

At  an  early  hour  of  the  momiHg,  when  the  right  of  our  line  was 
pressing  into  the  evacuated  works  at  Petersburg,  the  Pifth  Corps  and 
the  cavalry  oh  the  left  started  out  to  intercept  the  retreat  of  the  foe.  They 
soon  came  up  with  the  enemy's  rear-guard,  strongly  intrenched.  They 
were  the  other  side  of  a  creek,  having  destroyed  the  bridge,  and  obstructed 
fee  road  with  foiled  trees.  But  tire  foe  had  lost  all  heart.  A  few  dis- 
charges of  artillery  put  the  enemy  to  flight.  They  were  pursued  vigor- 
ously. It  was  no  longer  a  retreat,  but  a  rout.  The  road  was  strewed  with 
dead  horses  and  mules,  wagons,  ambulances^  abandoned  guns  and  caissons, 
food,  clothing,  equipments— everf  thing  which  marks  the  wreck  of  an 
army. 

Our  pursuing  corps  rode  as  rapidly  as  possible.  At  the  distance  of 
several  miles  th^  came  to  the  intersection  of  two  roads,  where  a  small 
rear-guard  of  the  enemy,  exhausted  and  despairing,  made  another  feeble 
attempt  to  resist  our  advance.  The  E%hth  New  York,  without  even  a 
pause,  rushed  upon  the  foe,  driving  sH  before  them.  The  remainder  of 
Wells's  Brigade  then  came  up,  capturing  prisoners,  horses,  and  arms  in 
great  abundance.  The  rebels  retreated  across  the  Appomattox,  on  the 
road  to  Amelia  Court-House,  on  the  ri^t,  and  also  by  a  road  bending  to 
the  left,  which  led  to  Lynchburg.    They  were  pursu^  by  both  roads,  the 
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foe  keeping  up  a  nmning  fight  The  Union  troops  were  in  the  best  of 
spirits,  driving  the  enemy  fiercely,  and  continually  picking  np  prisoners  and 
abandoned  mat^al  of  war.  After  a  flight  of  several  miles,  and  almost  an 
incessant  conflict,  the  rebels,  who  had  taken  the  road  towards  Lynchbnrg, 
crossed  the  Appomattox,  and  joined  the  remainder  of  Lee's  army  on  the 
north  side  of  ^e  river.  It  was  now  night.  The  enemy  had  been  pursued 
twenty  miles. 

Early  the  next  morning,  Tuesday,  the  4th,  the  exciting  chase  was  re- 
sumed. McKenzie's  Division  was  in  the  advance,  Gutter's  in  the  rear. 
They  did  not  overtake  the  swift-footed  foe  until  afternoon.  A  running 
fight  was  continued  until  dark.  After  a  very  brief  rest,  the  cavalry,  at 
eleven  o'clock  at  night,  again  started  in  pursuit.  They  reached  Jettera- 
ville,  on  the  Eichmond  and  Danville  road.  Here  they  found  our  Fifth 
Corps  intrenched  across  the  road.  It  was  at  a  point  half-way  between 
Amelia  Court-House  and  Burksville,  and  fifty-four  miles  southwest  of 
Bichmond.  Sheridan  had  sent  Davies's  Brigade  around  by  the  left  flank 
towards  Burksville.  On  the  way  he  met  a  force  of  the  enemy,  which  he 
scattered,  capturing  several  hundred  prisoners,  five  Armstrong  guns  and 
caissons,  seven  battle-flags,  and  two  hundred  wagons.  At  three  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon,  just  as  Sheridan  had  received  the  news  of  this  success,  he 
telegraphed  General  Grant : — 

^'I  wish  you  were  here  yourself.  I  feel  confident  of  capturing  the 
Army  of  Northern  Yirginia,  if  we  exert  ourselves.  I  see  no  escape  for 
Lee." 

General  Grant  was  with  Ord's  column  of  the  Army  of  the  James.  This 
colunm,  consisting  of  Turner's  and  Foster's  Divisions  of  the  Twenty-fourth 
Corps,  and  Birney's  Division  of  the  Twenty-fifth,  marched  fix>m  Sutheriand 
Station,  on  the  Southside  road,  along  what  is  called  the  Cox  road,  on  the 
direct  route  to  Burksville.  They  reached  this  important  junction  of  the 
Lynchburg  and  the  Danville  road'  near  midnight  of  the  5th,  having 
marched  twenty-nine  miles  that  day. 

Let  us  now  return  to  the  scenes  occurring  at  Petersburg  and  Bicb* 
mond.  Sunday  afternoon,  Lee  sent  a  telegram  to  Richmond,  stating  that 
General  Grant  had  driven  him  a  mile  and  a  half^  that  he  had  suffered  se- 
verely, that  he  had  taken  a  position  which  he  could  not  h(dd,  and  ordering 
that  the  city  should  be  evacuated  at  midnight 

General  Weitzd,  in  anticipation  of  this  movement,  was  watching  with 
an  eagle  eye.  He  had  been  left  in  command  of  our  line  on  the  north  side 
of  the  James.  At  half-past  three  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Captain  Bruce,  of 
Devins's  staff,  who  had  been  left  in  conmiand  of  the  picket  line,  as  he  was 
visiting  his  outposts,  had  his  suspicions  aroused,  and  sent  forward  three 
men  to  reconnoitre.  They  penetrated  the  rebel  lines  for  some  distance,  and 
came  back  with  the  report  that  they  could  find  no  enemy.  He  imme- 
diately pushed  forward  his  whole  skirmish  line,  having  fortunately  fallen  in 
with  a  deserter  to  guide  him.  They  entered  by  a  winding  padi  through 
lines  of  chevaux-de-fiise,  which  the  rebels  had  left  for  their  own  move- 
ments, and  where  they  had  not  planted  torpedoes,  which  were  very  thickly 
buried  everywhere  else.    Captain  Bruce,  as  his  men  were  advancing,  com- 
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municated  the  fact  to  General  DeviiiB,  who  promptlj  sent  a  correBponding 
telegram  to  General  WeitzeL 

That  energetic  officer  roused  his  whole  force,  and  by  break  of  day  they 
were  on  the  march.  And  now  came  indubitable  evidences  of  the  evacua- 
tion. Yast  billows  of  flame  and  smoke  were  seen  rising  from  the  vicinity  of 
Bichmond,  and  the  ground  quaked  beneath  the  explosions  of  gunboats  and 
magazines.  It  may,  perhaps,  be  long  disputed  as  to  who  were  the  first  to 
enter  the  city.  The  correspondent  of  the  "  New  York  Tribxme  "  gives  the 
honor  to  Major  Stephens,  of  Weitzel's  staff.  Lieutenant  W.  J.  Ladd,  of 
Devins's,  and  Major  Brooks,  of  the  Eighth  Yermont.  In  a  short  time.  Gen- 
erals Weitzel,  Devins,  Eapley,  Shepley,  and  other  generals  came  up,  the 
heads  of  their  columns  pushing  throu^  different  streets,  and  the  whole 
city  fell  into  our  possession 

'  General  Veitzel's  colored  troops  were  among  the  first  to  enter.  They 
were  insph^ed  to  almost 'supernatural,  enthusiasm  by  the  excitement  of  the 
hour.  With  long  strides  and  ecstatic  shouts,  and  faces  brilliant  with  joy, 
they*  pressed  forwari^  welcomed  by  their  brethren,  who*  in  thousands 
thronged  the  streets.  Meif,  women,  and  children,  of  the  redeemed  race,  in 
quite  a  delirium  of  joy,  ran  to  and  «fro,  laughed,  shouted,  clapped  their 
hands,  prayed,  kissed  one  another,  hu^ed  their  deliverers,  «eeming  fully 
to  realize  that  their  prison  doors  were  battered  down,  never  again  to  be 
closed  against  them.  •  .     *  •  , 

But  the  Qty  was  in  flames.  For  three  hours  the  wasti|ig  conflagration 
.  had  beed  ra^ng.  It  is  said  that  tjie  rebel,  Brecfihindge,  in  the  eva(|uation, 
ordered  an  immense  amount  of  tobf^o  to  be  set  on  flre,  that  it  might  not 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  National  Government.  The  fire  spread  rapidly, 
and  was  then  consuming  the  most  important  business  portions  of  one  of  the 
most  beautiM  cities  on  the  continent.  The  whole  dty  would  have  been 
laid  in  ashes  but  for  the  almost  superhuman  efforts  of  the  Union  army. 
Stragglers  from  the  retreating  army  remained  behind,  spreading  the  fire, 
plundering  houses,  and  committing  all  outrages.  Thousands  of  negroes 
and  poor  whites  were  snatching  provisions,  clothing,  and  other  valuables 
from  the  fiames,  and  concealing  them  in  their  humble  homes. 

Seven  distinct  lines  of  fortifications  of  the  most  formidable  character 
surroimded  the  city.  The  retreating  enemy  had  no  time  to  remove  the 
guns.  Their  black  throats  were  frowning  in  immense  numbers  and  in  all 
directions.  Chevaux-de-frise  of  peculiar  structure  spread  along  for  miles, 
the  smouldering  ruins  of  the  gunboats  were  strewed  along  the  banks  of  the 
river,  roaring  fiames  and  billowy  volumes  of  smoke  were  bursting  forth 
in  all  directions,  while  walls  were  crumbling,  and  chimneys  tottering, 
and  the  streets  were  filled  with  all  imaginable  wreck  and  ruin.  Where  the 
fire  was  not  raging,  the  pavements  were  covered  with  negroes  and  citizens^ 
men,  women,  and  chOdren.  Some  were  exultant  with  joy,  and  others  mute 
in  consternation  and  despair.  The  very  air  was  thick  with  the  cinders 
of  burnt  paper  and  clothing,  fiying  in  the  wind. 

President  Lincoln,  who  was  visiting  the  army  at  this  time,  soon  entered 
the  city,  attended  by  a  few  friends.  Thousands  rushed  to  get  a  view  of  his 
tall  figure,  as  he  unostentatiously  walked  the  streets.    Probably  no  mortal 
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ever  ruoeived  such  a  greeting  gf  prajeiS)  mod  teara,  and  blesBmgB  as  ibat 
which  was  conferred  upon  Abraham  lincoki  bj  the  colored  populatioii, 
whom  the  war  had  enaneipated.  Every  ec^oredman  in  the  city  was  man- 
ifestly a  true  friend  to  the  American  Union,  The  patriotism  of  many  of 
the  whiteBi  who  professed  aUc^ance,  was,  to  say  the  least,  very  qnestiomabls. 
The  geme^  aspect  of  the  inhabitantB  in  their  nngainfy,  worn-out,  and 
ragged  garments,  indicated  the  seyerity  of  tiiie  blockade  to  which  the  Con- 
federacy had  be^i  suljeeted. 

We  must  now  return  to  witness  the  &te  of  the  retreati^  army.  The 
rebels  were  mainly  on  the  DaaTilleToad,  in  the  vicinity  of  Amelia  Court* 
House.  Escape  in  all  diitdctions  was  cut  off.  I^eir  troops  were  utterly 
demoralized,  and  desertion  was  rapiiSy  diminishing  their  ranks. 

Thursday  morning,  the  6th,  opened  gloomily  up<m  the  shatt^ed,  routed 
army.  Its  earliest  light  fscmd  t^  rebels  striving  tp  esci^  through  the 
country  roads  running  westward  towards  Earmville.  The  catalry  and  the 
Second  and  Sixth  Cii^rps  were  immediately  pushed  foiVard,  in  hot  pursuit 
The  Fifth  Corps  also,  from  Its  position  at  JeUersville,  pi^essed  forward  with 
the  hope  of  striking  «&e  rebel  colmnn  in  the  vear.*  It  was  evid^t  that 
Lee  was  making  a  desperate  endeayor  to  cross  the  Appomattox  by  the 
High  Bridge^  whM^  the  3outhBide  Bailroad  spans  it  at  Famville.  To 
prevent  this  crossing,  two  squadrons  of  the  Fourth  Massachjosetts  Cavaliy, 
under  General  Bead,  had  been  pushed  ibrward  with  the  utmost  esqpedition, 
to  hold  the brid^  if  posnble,  andif  uot,  to  destroy  it  by  fire.  * 

It  was  a  sad  fate  which  this  ezpeditioa  enoount^red.  When  «iear  the 
bridge,*they  met  the  foe  in  such  overwhelming  numbers  that  they  were  im- 
mediately surroiinded,  and  the  whole  band  was  almost  literally  cut  to  pieces 
or  ci^tnred.  General  Bead,  'disabled  by  a  wound  at  Getfysburg,  was  shot 
dead  in  a  haaid-to«hand  encounter  with  a  rebel  officer.  In  the  mean  lime, 
those  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  harassed  their  Tear  with  incessant  assaults 
of  shot  and  shell,  picking  up  every  mile  prisoners^  gnns,  colors,  and  wag- 
ons. The  pursuit  led  through  a  country  covered  with  f(»rests  and  broken 
into  ravines.  Five  times,  in  the  distance  of  twelve  miles,  the  enemy 
selected  a  commanding  position  to  make  a  stand.  Five  times  they  w^ 
charged  by  their  exultant  pmcuers,  and  were  put  to  flight.  The  foe  now 
pushed  on  as  rapidly  as  possible  for  High  Bridge.  The  forces  of  Sderidmii 
Wright,  and  Humphrey  were  bearing  v^idlj  down  upon  hi«u 

The  Second  Corps,  which  formed  the  right  of  the  porsuing  column, 
overtook  the  enemy  late  in  the  afternoon,  at  a  little  stream  called  Sailor's 
Creek.  General  Lee  had  made  a  stand  here  to  cover  the  passage  of  his 
artillery  and  wagons.  An  assault  was  immediately  made  by  the  First  and 
Third  rHvisions  of  the  Second  Corps,  and  the  enemy  was  driven- from  his 
position.  We  took  two  hundred  und  twenty-five  wagons,  fifty  ambu- 
lances, and  eleven  stand  of  arms.  While  tiiis  exciting  scene  was  being 
enacted,  the  Sixth  Corps  and  Sheridan's  Cavalry  were  cutting  to  pieces 
divisions  of  the  rebel  army  on  the  left,  near  the  Southside  Bailroad.  The 
enemy  were  endeavoring  to  cross  this  raiboad  and  escape  to  BanvUle. 
Our  troops  were  brilliantly  successful  in  the  assault,  capturing  nearly  seven 
thousand  prisoners.     Tims  closed  Thursday.     The  Second  and  Sixth 
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Ctorpi,  exkaiMted  bj  Tidnry,  bivou^Kdied  upoix  t^  ^ro^oid  ^y  hsA  rflo 
trramphantlj  won  at  S«ik)r^  <k%t3L  71)0  Bfth  0^p«,  iril^  fiberidaa'^ 
tireleiB  coKBliy,  swept  rapidly  cm  in  ^ofwiit  ^  tba  Ib9»  wbo,  Ai^th  broaibkift 
•peed,  was  itiU  struggling  ta  f^a^  tha  I^  JBiti^'^^i^t 

enemy  keaded  kun  in  all  his  windinga  and  tmiali^ga* 

Friday  mdnting  dawned.  A  'Vfhole  ipwy  "vms  jHi^h^^  (yv^^tli^  mik  and 
tiirongii  the  yalea.  Anodnr  arn^  of  double  its  nnnib^:^  wae  pntvun^^  on^9 
north,  <^t^  east,  on  the  aonth — over  the  hiUa^diywiiiatol^tatines^tbfoi^ 
the  fovests.  The  enemy  reached  PatrmviUe  in 'the  morning*  The  river 
was  a  hnndred  feet  wide.  Two  bridges  spmned  it :  e^e  a  e6itly  railroad 
etractnre  c^  greact  height;  tSie  other  a  oommon  bridge  for  the  passage  of 
earriages.  The  rebels  had  crossed  the  stream  aod  set  both  bridgeson  fire. 
The  flames  were  raging  flerotiy.  Foilr  apans  of  the  JSif^  Bridge  were 
destroyed  before  onr  advance,  whieh  consisted  of  Barlow's  Division, 
reached  the  river.  A  division  of  the  rebel  army  was  drawn  np  on  the 
western  bank,  to  |»event  ibe  extingiiishnient  of  the  flame  and  to  dispnto 
tiie  passage.  But  our  batteries  soon  oompelled  the  rebels  to  retire.  l%e 
flames  w^e  extinguiriied,  tl^  bridge  repaixiBd^  tuid  the  pnrsiiers  pressed 
<m.  The  brigade  of  Qeneral  Smyth  led  the  advance!,  pelt^  the  enemy 
with  shot,  ehell,  and  buU^  as  he  deqwringly,  yet  with  oft^e^diibited  des^ 
{aeration  of  valor,  mahed  along  on  th4  road  to  FarmYUle. 

When  within  three  miles  of  this  lattar  place,  General  Si^th,  his  eye 
gleaming  wi^  tihte  joy  af  vioiofy  and  bi^excdt^  v<Hee  ^i^mg  on  his  bat- 
talions, while  leadii^  a  ohiogB  in  person,  fell  mcurtally  wonnded.  Ampng 
brave  and  noble  men  he  was  one  6f  tl|e  bravest  and  the  noblest  One  who 
-knew  him  well,  writes  >*-        •  .  ^  •  * 

"Probably  no  officer  in  the  Potomac  army  had  more  fi4ends  and  ad- 
mirers, with  fewer  enemies,  than  Brigadier-General  Thomas  A.  Smyth. 
Always  courteons  azid  fiwik  in  his  d^neanor,  be  w<m  the  love  and  respect 
ol  every  one  approadung  him,  aa>d  to-day  I  have  seen  many  an  eye  grow 
dim  on  learning  of  his  deatii.  That  one  ao  good,  so  noble,  and  so  brave, 
•ime  with  all  the  qoahties^hich  go  to  make  np  the  tme  gentleman  and 
the  gallant  soldier,  should  have  died,  atnd  at  sn£b  a  iia^  is  indeed  sad-«- 
ihr  no  (me  could  have  been  mere  deeply  thiSUed  by  ow  tirowjmg  victory 
than  he." 

The  flight  o£  the  enemy  was  now  truly  a  roilt,  the  flying  foe  slrewing 
his  wake  with  ^nns,  wagons,  and  all  the  varieties  of  the  equipage  of  war. 
General  Bariow,  wkh  the  Seoond  Division,  led  the  advanoe  in  the  direct 
pursuit  towmxls  FarmviUe.  Some  miles  off  to  the  right  Genaral  Hum- 
phrey, with  the  First  and  Third  Pivisions  of  his  corps,  were  rushing 
forward  towards  I^ohbmrg,  io  head  off  the  fli^t  ot  the  enemy  in  tha(t 
direotion.  About  tiie  middle  of  the  afternoon,  these  divisions  were  united 
to  crash  1^  enemy,  now  brought  to  bay  at  Fwrmville.  Night  came 
on,  and  the  wearied  troops,  conacians  that  they  were  inflicting  upon  the 
mbellion  its  laist  and  annihilating  blows,  tbrew^  themselves  upon  the  sod 
lor  sleep.  They  had  no  time  to  ootmt  the  prisoners  and  spoils  they  had 
.gadured  up  during  the  dsy. 

With  die  earilieet  light  of  Saturday  morning,  the  eon^nering  heroes 
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sprang  from  their  eonoh  of  grasB  and  leaves,  and  eag^Ij  looked  for  the 
foe.  He  had  disappeared,  but  there  was  no  mistaking  his  trail.  He  was 
sweeping  along  in  a  northwest  direction,  probably  afaning  to  gain  another 
road  which  wonld  eondnot  him  to  the  Sonth^de  Railroad*  He  was 
soon  overtaken,  npon  a  plain  snrromided  by  hills,  from  whieh  there  was 
no  esoape,  and  where  his  destmotion  was  snre.  Our  forces  came  thun- 
dering on,  planting  their  batteries  npon  the  surrounding  crests,  ready  to 
drown  the  rebel  army  in  a  deluge  of  blood.  It  is  said  that  General  Grant, 
conscious  that  this  crisal  hour  was  at  hand,  humanely  shrinking  from  the 
thought  of  slaughtering  so  many  men  who  had  been  draj^^  unwittingly 
into  the  rebellion,  had  sent  word  to  G«n^*al  Lee  that  he  wieys  willing  to 
grant  him  reasonable  terms  of  capitulation.  The  answ^  he  received 
induced  him  to  send  in  response  the  following  terms : — 

"  I  propose  to  receive  the  surrend^  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia 
on  the  following  terms,  to  wit:  Rolls  of  all  the  officers  and  men  to  be 
made  in  duplicate,  one  copy  to  be  given  to  an  officer  des^nated  by  me,  the 
other  to  be  retained  by  sudi  officers  as  you  may  designate.  The  officers 
to  give  their  individual  pa)-oles  not  to*  take  tons  -against  the  GovemmeBl 
of  the  United  States  until  properly  exchanged,  and  each  company  or  r^- 
mentaT  commander  sign  a  )&e  parole  (or  the  men  undar  their  commands. 
The  arms,  artillery,  and  pubUo  pro|>erty  to  be  .packed  'imd  stacked,  and 
turned  over  tQ  the  officers  appointed  by  me  to  receive  them.  This  will 
not  embrace  the*  side-arms  of  tiie  officers,  nor  their  private  lynrses^r  bag: 
gage.  This  done,  each  officar  and  man  wil>  be  allowed'to  r^jum  to  their 
homes,  not  to  be  ^listurbed  by  XJi4ted*  States  authority  so  long  as  tb^y 
obseiVe-theii*  parole,  arid  phe  lavd  in  force  where  they  reside." 

To  this  proposition  General  Lee  immediately  returned  answer,  in  the 
following  terms : — 

^^  I  have  received  your  letter  of  this  date,  containing  the  tenns  of  sur- 
render of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  as  proposed  by  you.  As  they 
are  substantially  the  same  as  those  expressed  in  your  letter  of  the  8Ui 
instant,  they  are  accepted.  I  will  proceed  to  designate  the  proper  officers 
to  carry  the  stipulation^  into  effect." 

Our  troops  were  just  ready  to  open  their  annihilating  fire  when  it  was 
announced  to  both  armies  that  Lee  had  surrendered.  Our  troops  received 
the  first  tidings  of  the  capitulation  from  the  enthusiastic  shouts  which  burst 
from  the  rank  and  file  of  the  ^bel  troops.  These  deeply  injured  men,  unfed, 
unpaid,  hazard  with  famine  and  clothed  in  rags,  weary  of  tJie  war  and  utterly 
exhausted,  who  were  gradually  awaking  to  the  fact  that  they  had  no  personal 
interest  in  the  war,  and  who  had  long  since  ceased  to  feel  any  animosity 
towards  their  antagonists  in  liie  Union  ranks,  seemed  to  be  for  the  moment 
frantic  with  joy.  The  war  was  closed,  the  r^Uion  ended.  There  was  to 
be  no  more  fightii^^  and  wounds,  and  death.  Peacefully  they  could  now 
return  to  their  homes,  to  their  wives,  to  their  children.  Cheer  after  cheer 
rose  from  the  embattled  host.  The  cheer  was  echoed  back  In  shout  after 
shout  from  the  victors  who  surrounded  them,  and  then  both  voices,  that  <^ 
friend  and  foe,  blended  in  a  joyful  cry,  which  must  have  ascended  almost 
like  an  anthem  of  praise  to  the  ear  of  God.    With  the  great  mass  of  both 
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pvayen,  andcsboatipg. and:: embea^siBgB,. audi  tbfi^ loag^  agoiqt of  fevc yfWii 
^  blood  aBdwoe».MMned  tobelogLiftutM^xiiw.l^ 
The  troops,  who  in  long  lines  in  the  reaii^sttMthivpTia^  Itevw^ 
posed  scene  of  battle,  heard  the  shout,  and  knew  not  what  it  meant.  But 
it  grew  loader  and  londer,  and  came  rolling  down  their  ranks  with  thun- 
der roar,  as  the  electric  tidings  sped  on  their  way.  For  miles  and  miles 
the  mountains  and  the  forests  and  the  yaUeys  rang  with  the  shouts  of  this 
vast  patriot  army,  which  had  now  trampled  out  the  spirit  of  rebeUion,  for- 
ever and  forever.  ^ 

The  scene  of  the  surrender  was  sublime.  Major-General  Ghamberlain, 
one  of  the  heroes  of  Gettysburg  and  Petersburg,  and  many  another  bloody 
fight,  chanced  to  be  with  his  division  in  the  van.  His  troops  were  drawn 
up  in  a  straight  line  a  mile  in  length.  A  division  of  the  rebel  army  was 
marched  up  and  paraded  directly  in  front  of  them,  at  a  distance  of  but  a 
few  feet.  All  were  as  silent  as  the  trees  of  the  forest — ^not  a  word  was 
uttered — ^not  a  bugle  sounded — ^not  a  drum  beat.  The  sublimity  of  the 
Bcene  dinmied  with  tears  eyes  all  unused  to  weep,  and  caused  lips  to 
tremble,  which  neither  cannon's  roar  nor  gashing  blood  could  blanch  with 
fear.  The  rebels  stacked  their  arms,  leaned  against  them  their  banners^ 
and  silently  filed  away.  As  they  came  up,  General  Chamberlain  nobty 
called  upon  his  men  to  present  arms,  and  thus  these  heroic  victims  of  a 
cruel  rebellion,  in  their  hour  of  humiliation  and  surrender,  were  received 
with  military  hon<»s.  One  of  the  rebel  generals  had  the  grace  to  say, 
^  This  is  magnanimity  which  we  had  not  expected."  And  before  his  troopa 
stacked  their  arms  they  returned  the  courteous  salute.  As  this  first  divi- 
sion filed  away,  another  came,  and  passed  through  the  same  affecting  scene. 
And  then  another  and  another,  till  twenty-two  thousand  men  had  marched 
away  unarmed  to  their  camps.  Kot  one  word  of  reproach  was  uttered  by 
the  magnanimous  victors.  But  twenty-two  thousand  surrendered.  Lee's 
army  had  be^i  three  times  that  number;  but  thousands  had  been  cap« 
tured,  large  numbers  killed  and  wounded,  and  thousands  had  thrown  down 
their  arms  and  had  dispersed  in  all  directions  to  seek  their  homes. 

The  rebel  troops  were  starving.  In  their  disastrous  flight,  their  provi- 
sions had  all  disappeared.  Oar  troops,  in  their  eager  pursuit  had  been  able 
to  bring  along  but  a  scanty  supply.  But  they  divided  their  rations  with 
their  conquered  foe,  every  man  giving  one-half  of  his  dinner  to  the 
enemy  he  had  so  long  been  fighting,  and  then  our  troops  went  hungry  f(» 
many  hours,  tiU  fresh  supplies  could  reach  them. 

Ko  tongue  can  tell  the  joy  with  which  the  tidings  of  Lee's  surrendet 
was  received  throughout  our  land  Even  the  most  unintelligent  were  con- 
scious that  it  was  the  harbinger  of  peace  throughout  our  whole  country; 
that  the  integrity  of  the  Union  was  secured  for  ages  to  come ;  that  we  had 
Werged  from  ^e  conflict  with  an  established  nationality  which  would 
enable  us  henceforth  to  bid  defiance  to  all  foes  within  and  all  foes  without ; 
that  our  nation,  emancipated  from  the  curse  of  slavery  and  fit>m  all  those 
bickerings  and  sectionalities  which  slavery  engendered,  had  now  enta^ 
upon  a  career  which  would  make  her  beyond  all  controversy  the  great 
ToL.n.— 88 
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power^-tlie  leading  empire  iq[>oii  the  globe.  The  oniahiiig  (mt  of  thiB  rebel- 
Hon,  it  was  well  understood,  placed  as  npon  the  solid,  granite  foundation 
of  a  pore  Ofaristian  democracy,  opening  before  ns  almost  dsiiling  vistas 
of  honor,  prosperity,  and  groateeso. 


CHAPTER   XLVI. 

THB    OYSBTHBOW    OF    THB     BBBBLLIOK. 

(From  April  to  Jum,  1M5.) 

TBLQWDT  At  WA8HDN}T0H.— AaBlA8INAT|i>H  OF  PBBSIDtNT  LmOOUf.— ThB  Ck)VSPnUCT.— TB3B 
SPOtfT  OF  SlATSBT  and  BMBILUON.-^EfFJBCT  on  THB  NaTIOIT.— SUSPBITBION  OF  HOfiTILI- 
UBS  BBTWBBN  ShBEMAN  AND  JOHNSTON.— TXRMS  OP  AOREXinSNT. — ThXIR  BbJECTION  BT 
THB  GOYBBNXBNT.-^URBBNDBR  OF  JOHK8TON.— FUOHT  OF  JbFFBHSON  DAVIS.— PtJBSUlT 
AND    GaPTUBB.— DI8PBB8IOB    OF    BbBBL    Tfi00P8.^I>iaBAVDlIByT    OF    THB    UMITBD    STATBS 

Abmt  and  Natt.^Bbconbtbihttion. 

In  the  midst  of  these  nnparalleled  trinmphs,  and  while  all  the  bells  of 
the  land  were  ringing  with  joy,  a  calamity  fell  npon  ns  which  overwhelmed 
the  country  in  consternation  and  woe.  On  Friday  evening,  April  14th,  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  attended  Ford's  Theatre,  inWashington.  He  was  sitting  quietly 
in  his  bos,  listening  to  the  drama,  when  a  man  entered  the  door  of  the  lob- 
by leading  to  the  box,  closing  the  door  behind  him.  Drawing  near  to 
the  President,  he  drew  from  his  pocket  a  small  pistol,  and  shot  him  in  the 
back  of  the  head.  As  the  President  fell  senseless  and  mortally  wounded, 
and  the  shriek  of  his  wife,  who  was  seated  at  his  side,  pierced  every  ear, 
the  assassin  leaped  firom  the  box,  a  perpendicular  height  of  nine  feet,  and 
as  he  rushed  across  the  stage  bareheaded,  brandished  a  dagger,  exclaiming, 
^^  Sio  semper  tyrannie^^  and  disappeared  behind  the  side-scenes.  There 
was  a  moment  of  silent  consternation.  Then  ensued  a  scene  of  confusion 
which  it  is  in  vain  to  attempt  to  describe. 

The  dying  President  was  taken  into  a  house  near  by,  and  placed  upon 
a  bed.  What  a  scene  did  that  room  present !  The  chief  of  a  mighty 
nation  lay  there  senseless,  drenched  in  blood,  his  brains  oozing  from 
his  wound.  Sumner  and  Farwell  and  Colfax  and  Stanton  and  many 
others  were  there,  pallid  with  grief  and  consternation.  The  surgeon, 
General  Barnes,  solemnly  examined  the  wound.  There  was  silence  as  of 
the  grave.  The  life  or  death  of  the  nation  seemed  dependent  on  the 
result.     General  Barnes  looked  up  sadly  and  said,  "  The  wound  is  mortal." 

"  Oh  no  1  general,  no  1  no !"  cried  out  Secretary  Stanton,  and,  sinking 
into  a  chair,  he  covered  his  face,  and  wept  like  a  child.  Senator  Sumner 
tenderly  holds  the  hand  of  the  unconscious  martyr.  Though  all  unused  to 
weep,  he  sobs  as  though  his  great  heart  would  break.  In  his  anguish  his 
head  falls  upon  the  blood-stained  pillow,  and  his  black  locks  blend  with 
those  of  the  dying  victim,  which  care  and  toil  had  rendered  gray,  and 
which  blood  had  crimsoned.  What  a  scene !  Sumner,  who  had  lingered 
through  months  of  agony,  havii^  himself  been  stricken  down  by  the 
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bludgeon  of  davery,  now  sobbing  and  fainting  in  anguish  over  the  pros- 
trate form  of  his  Mend,  whom  slayeiy  has  slain.  This  yile  rebellion, 
after  deluging  the  land  in  blood,  has  culminated  in  a  crime  which  appalls 
all  nations. 

Noble  Abraham,  true  descendant  of  the  Father  of  the  Faithful,  honest 
in  every  trust,  humble  as  a  child,  tender-hearted  as  a  woman,  who  could 
not  bear  to  injure  even  his  most  envenomed  foes,  who  in  the  hour  of 
triumph  was  saddened'  l€»t  tSe  fiiclingd  -  qf  luA  adversaries  should  be 
wounded  by  their  defeat,  with  "  charity  for  all,  malice  towards  none,'' 
endowed  with  ^  oommon^sense ''  intelligenoe  i^ver  surpass^,  and  with 
powers  of  intellect  which  enabled  him  to  grapple  with  the  most  gigantic 
opponents  in  debate,  developing  abilities  as  a  statesman,  which  won  the 
gratitude  of  his  coiditry  and  the  admiration  of  the  world^  and  with 
graces  of  amiability  which  drew  to  him  all  genercms  hearts ;  dies  by  the 
bullet  of  liie  assassin  I 

There  was. a  wide-spread  conspiracy  for  the  death  of  all  ihe  leading 
officers  of  the  Government  and  of  the  army.  The  Preridesat,  Vice- 
President  Johnson,  Secretary  Seward,  Secretary  Stanton,  and  others  were 
marked  for  assassination.  One  of  the  assassins,  at  the  moment  the  Presi- 
dent was  struck  down,  crept  stealthily  to  the  chamber  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  plunged  his  dagger  again  and  again  into  the  neck  of  his  helpless 
victim.  The  son  of  the  Sec^retary  and  an  attendant  rushed  to  the  rescue. 
Both  were  severely  wounded  by  the  desperate  assassin,  as  with  blood- 
dripping  dagger  he  cut  his  way  by  them  and  escaped.  The  other  men 
marked  for  death  providentially  escaped.  The  murderer  of  the  Presi- 
dent proved  to  be  a  play-actor  by  the  name  of  John  "Wilkes  Booth.  For 
many  days  he  eluded  the  vigilance  of  the  police,  and  was  finally  shot  in 
the  endeavor  to  capture  him.  The  assassin  who  sought  tlie  life  of  Secre* 
tary  Seward  proved  to  be  a  young  man  from  Florida,  by  the  name  of 
Lewis  Payne  Powell.  To  the  joy  of  the  nation,  Secretai*y  Seward  recovered. 
Through  all  the  embarrassments  of  the  war  he  had  conducted  our  foreign 
diplomatic  relations  with  skill  which  the  more  it  is  studied  shines  with 
increasing  lustre.  His  assassin,  with  three  accomplices,  was  taken  and 
hung.     Others  who  were  aiders  in  the  crime  were  imprisoned. 

In  this  atrocious  act,  the  Nation  saw  but  the  development  of  the  same 
spirit  which  the  demon  of  slavery,  treason,  and  rebellion  had  exhibited 
from  the  beginning.  SincQ  the  first  gun  was  fired  at  Sumter,  the  rebellion 
has  rioted  over  the  carnage  which  has  filled  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
graves  with  the  gory  bodies  of  our  sons.  It  has  uttered  no  voice  of  symf- 
pathy,  as  the  wail  of  the  widow  and  the  orphan  has  been  wafted  over  the 
land.  It  has  plunged  the  bayonet  into  the  bosoms  of  our  soldiers,  lying 
wounded  and  bleeding  aft;er  the  battle.  It  has  cut  off  the  limbs  of  our 
loved  ones,  boiled  them  to  loosen  the  flesh,  and  from  the  bones  carved 
trinkets  for  its  women ;  and  with  barbarity  which  would  disgrace  Coman- 
che Indians,  made  drinking-cups  of  the  skulls  of  patriot  martyrs.  The 
rebellion,  in  wide-spread  conspiracy,  has  endeavored  to  wrap  in  midnight 
conflagration  hotels  crowded  with  women  and  children,  and  to  envelop 
in  fiery  billows  a  city  containing  a  million  of  inhabitants.    With  deliber- 
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lite  pnrpp9Q  of  cruelty,  it  has  shut  up  pur  popr  c^p^yes  whe^  thaj  h^  no 
^belter  from  the  Tjlistering  gnu  of  sninmer,  or  from  the  freezing T)lfl«ls  of 
winter.  It  wonl4  not  allow  them,  with  their  own  labor,  to  construct  liuts 
frqm  the  la^  foree^ , which  surrotinded  th§m.  It  has  refused  any  thing 
like  a  si^fficiettt  supply  of  water,  fopd,  or  clpthing  to  those  lield  as  prison- 
ors,  ^d  has  even  robbed  thjsm  of  the  ration^  and  t^e  garments  which  the 
United  States  Oovemment  sent  to  save  .them  from  freezing  and  starva- 
tion. 

It  lias  endeavored  thus  by  torture  to  compel  the  Union  prisoners  of 
war-  to  eiilist  beneath  the  banner  of  treason.  .And  when  our  sons,  true 
as  the  seraph  Abdiel  to  their  patriot  «ires,  have  chosen  unspeakable  misery 
imd  death,  to  dishonor,  they  have  {laughed  derisively  to  s^  them  die, 
.devoured  by  vermin,  and  reduced  even  to  idiotcy  in  their  woe. 

It  was  this  demonjac  spirit  which  now  cuhmncted  in  the  n^urder  ,of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  and  the  atten^pted  assassination  of  the 
Secretary  of  State.  Let  no  one  say  that  this  was  but  an  individual  act; 
^that  this  was-  but  the  deed  of  one  or  two  assassins.  It  was  the  spirit  of 
the  rebellion.  It. was.  the  legitimate  fruit  of  that  baleful  tree.  It  wa8  in 
character  .with  every  development  of  the  r^bellion  from  the  beginning 
until  the  end.  It  was  the  same  fiend-like  malignity  which  marked  the 
whole  career  of  these  bold,  bad  men. 

They  who  will  burn  at  the  stake  and  hang  men,  women,  and  children, 
their  own  neighbors,  because  they  will  not  join  them  in  their  t traitorous 
cause;  who  can 'bayonet  helpless  boys,  fainting  and  dying  upon  the  battle- 
field; .who  can  shoot  unarmed  prisoners;  who  can  call  to  their  aid  the 
bayonet  and  thescalping-knife  of  the  savage ;  who  can  make  trinkets  of  the 
bones  and  drinking-cups  of  the  skulls  of  their  enemies ;  who  can  apply  the 
midnight  torch  to  thronged  hotels,  where  maidens  are  sleeping  in  their 
purity,  and  children  in  their  innocence;  who  can  burn  and  freeze  and 
starve  to  death  sixty  thousand,  ay,  sixty  tKoysand^  as  they  have  actually 
done,  of  our  noble  ^oimg  men,  who  were  helpless  in  their .  hands ;— it  is 
in  vain  for  these  to  ^ay : — 

"  "We  a^  not  r^ponsible  for  the  acts  of  the  assassin.'' 

They  are  responsible.  It  was  the  venom  of  secession  which  distilled 
,  its  poisQU  into  the  souls  of  the  assassins.  It  was  the  energy  of  the  rebellion 
which  nerved  their  bloody  arms.  Eebellion  created  them.  They  were 
rebellio;i's  pliant  tools. 

If  the  spirit  of  the  rebellion  bad  dared  to  brave,  the  scorn  of  the  world, 
it  would  have  exulted^over  the  crime,  as  it  shouted  for  joy  over  the  bloody 
1>lows  which  the  same  spirit  rained  down  upon  the  head  of  Senator  Sum- 
ner, voting  the  assassin  honors  and  rewards. , 

Even  in  the  jTorth,  those  ^  in  sympathy  with  the  rebelliqn  were  unable 
to  coi\ceal  their  first  emotions  of  joy.'  "Women,  dead  to  all  womanly 
nsiiture,  were  heard  to  exclaim,  "  Thank  God  fpr  the  news  P'  And  men, 
distilling  venom  more  deadly  than  ever  was  ejected  from  reptile  sting  or 
fiuig,  Were  seen*  rubbing  their  hands  'with  delight,*  and  sayings  ^^  Let  us 
ring  our  bells,  and  wave  our  banners,  and  fire  our  heaviest  guns,  for  very 
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For  four  long  years  the  rebels  had  been  declaring,  in  erery  utterance 
of  vituperation,  that  the  cause  of  the  Union  was  the  cause  of  heU; 
that  Abraham  Lincoln  was  a  reptile,  and  that  any  one  would  do  both 
God  and  man  a  service  who  would  crush  him  like  a  viper.  At  length  the 
assassin,  thus  roused,  nerved  himself  for  the  deed.  AppaSed  by  the  cry 
of  indignation  which  burst  from  every  honest  breast,  the  demon  of  rebel- 
lion shrank  back  and  exclaimed,  *^It  was  not  I  who  did  it.^' 

Foul  spirit  1  thou  didst  do  it.  And  both  God  and  man  will  hold  thee 
responsible  for  the  deed.  It  was  Davis  and  Lee  and  Hood  and  John- 
ston and  Beauregard  who  fired  that  pistol.  They  shot  the  deadly  bul- 
let into  the  brain  of  our  beloved  President.  The  wretch  who  pulled 
the  trigger  was  their  agent;  he  could  not  have  existed  but  for  them.  It 
was  Toombe  and  Wigfall  and  Pickens  and  Wise  who  struck  the  da^er 
into  the  throat  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  But  for  their  foul  treason,  their 
words  of  encouragement,  through  long,  long  years^  the  assassin^s  pitiless 
heart  could  never  have  been  fired  for  the  deed. 

The  Nation  bitterly  mourned  its  loss.  But  was  the  Bepublic  lost  9 
Ko  I  The  event  did  but  sublimely  demonstrate  to  the  wbrld  that  there  is 
no  government  on  earth  so  stable  as  a  pure  republic,  founded  on  the  affec- 
tions of  the  masses  of  the  people.  It  needed  but  this  final  test  to  prove 
to  all  the  crowned  heads  of  Europe  that  our  Presidential  Chair  stands  upon 
a  foundation  which  can  endure  shocks  which  would  blow  every  kii^ly 
throne  high  into  the  air.  The  pallid  faces  and  moistened  eyes  of  the  Na- 
tion declared  grief  only,  not  aflfright.  The  foundations  of  the  Government 
were  never  stronger.  The  resolution  of  the  Nation,  and  of  its  faithful 
servant,  the  army,  to  destroy  every  root  and  branch  of  the  rebellion,  was 
never  so  determined  as  then.  Not  a  department  in  the  Government  diook 
in  the  wind.  Not  a  nerve  of  governmental  action  was  palsied.  Our  ma- 
jestic ship  of  state,  though  with  flag  at  half-mast,  went  careering  triumph- 
antly on,  unimpeded,  over  the  waves. 

We  had  still  our  victorious  army  left,  its  ranks  crowded  with  patriots. 
We  had  Grant  left,  with  his  imperial,  grasping,  military  mind,  rivalling 
Napoleon  I.  in  the  grandeur  of  his  combinations.  We  had  Sherman  left, 
widi  his  keen,  nervous,  tireless  energies,  performing  exploits  before  which 
the  achievements  of  the  age  of  chivaliy  fade  away.  We  had  Sheridan 
left,  with  his  flashing  sabre,  in  the  light  of  whose  gleams  the  scimetar  of 
Eichard  the  lion-hearted  loses  its  lustre/  And  we  4iad  Thomas  Idft,  as 
fi^arless  in  courage  a^  the  Bedouin  of  the  Desert,  and  as  ^ndonutable  as 
Ararat.  *No  1  the  Republic  was  not  endangered.  •  We  wept  with  grief, 
and  also  with  indignation,  which  girded  our  souls  with  new  strength.  As 
we  turned  our  eyes  to  Washington,  we  saw  that  Stanton  was  stiU'there,  to 
Tiurl  with  neifvous  arm  the  thunderbolts  of  war.  Wellerf  was  there,  the  pa- 
•tient,  indomitable  Wellc«,  who  in  four  short  years  lifted  tip  our  navy  from 
nothing,  to  be  the  first  maritime  power  on  the  globe ;  and  in  the  -thunders 
of  those  waD»  of  irou,  we  heard  tl^e  cheering  voices  of  Farragut  /md  Por- 
ter and  Dupont  and  Lee.  *  '  t*        *    •      •  * 

*  Ohase  was  there,  with  his  imperial  mind,  his  clear  vision,  his  inflexible 
love  of  Imparfial  justice.     And  Sumner  an^  Fessenden  and  Wilson  and 
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a  Host  of  otii^s  were  Aefe,  ae  pate  and  fearlees  patriots  as  ever  entered 
legislative  halls,  who,  with  eyes  that  nerer  slept,  and  with  souls  nerer 
weary,  watched  that  the  BepnUic  shonld  reeeire  no  harm* 

And  th^pe  was  Andiew  Johnson,  who,  through  all  the  scenes  of  an 
eventfhl  life^  had  proved  himself  wmihy  of  the  distingnished  position  to 
which  the  snffirages  of  the  Nation  had  rabed  hint  He  was  well  known, 
and  had  been  long  tried.  His  character  was  of  the  tme  heroic  monld« 
He  had  groat  power  of  intellect,  great  administrative  ability,  great  firm- 
ness of  nerve,  great  love  of  coomtry,  and  a  thorongh  detestation  of  the 
irebellion. 

We  turned  onr  eyes  to  onr  State  Governments,  and  there  we  saw  An- 
drew of  Massachusetts,  Buckingham  of  Connecticut,  Morton  of  Indiana, 
Curtin  of  Pennsylvania;  and  the  most  timid  heart  grew  strong.  At 
twenty  minutes  past  seven  o'clock  on  Saturday  morning,  Abraham  Lincoln 
died.  In  less  than  four  hours  after,  at  eleven  o'clock,  Andrew  Johnson 
took  the  oath  of  office,  administered  by  CSiief-Justice  Chase,  and  was  thus 
inaugurated  President  of  the  United  States. 

But  let  us  return  to  the  Army  of  the  MississippL  We  left  General  Sher- 
man, with  his  victorious  troops,  on  the  evening  of  April  tiie  14th,  in  peace- 
ful possession  of  the  city  of  Balei^  Gtonmd  Johnston  had  just  heard 
of  the  capitulation  of  Lee's  army,  and  despairingly  had  sent  in  a  flag  of 
truce  to  confer  respecting  the  snrrend^  of  his  own.  On  the  morning  of 
the  17th  the  tidings  reached  Baleigh  of  the  assassination  of  the  P^resi- 
dent. 

On  the  18th  an  engagement  was  entered  into  for  the  suspension  of  hos- 
tilities, and  a  memorandum  of  agreement  was  drawn  up  as  a  basis  of 
peace,  which  gave  great  dissatis&ddon  to  the  Cabinet  at  Washington,  and 
to  the  whole  country.    It  was  as  follows : — 

'^  1.  The  contending  armies  now  in  the  field  to  maintain  their  sUUu 
quo  until  notice  is  given  by  the  commanding  general  of  either  to  his  oppo- 
nent, and  reasonaUe  time,  say  ibrty-eight  hours,  allowed. 

^^  2.  The  Confidderate  armies  now  in  existence  to  be  disbanded,  and 
conducted  to  the  several  State  capitals,  there  to  deposit  their  arms  and 
public  property  in  the  State  arsenal,  and  each  officer  and  man  to  file  an 
agreement  to  cease  fix>m  acts  of  war,  and  abide  the  action  of  both  Federal 
and  State  authorities.  The  number  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war  to  be 
reported  to  the  chief  of  ordnance  at  Washington  City,  subject  to  the  future 
action  of  the  TTnited  States,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  to  be  used  solely  to 
maintain  peace  and  order  within  the  borders  of  the  States  respectively. 

*'  8.  The  recognition  by  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  of  the 
several  State  Governments^  on  their  officers  and  l^slatures  taking  the 
oath  prescribed  by  tiie  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  where  con- 
flicting State  Oovemjnents  have  resulted  from  the  w«*,  the  Intimacy  of 
all  shall  be^  submitted  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

•^^4.  The  reestablishment  of  all  Federal  Courta  in  the  several  States, 
with  powen^  as  defined  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  Congressi 

^^3-  The  people  and  inhabitant  of  all  States  to.be  guarantee^}  so  fkr 
^as  the  Executive  can,  their  pol^ticalf  rights  and  franchise,  as  well  as  the 


vightB  of  pemm  andpe^po)^,  ito  defined  ligr4ie€oii8lkntiaii:<iiF<IIisI^^ 
-States  and  c^  States  reapectiy^. 

''6.  TheEzeoQtive  Aiitbc^i^of  ^he^Odran^^ 
not  to  disturb  any  of  the.p^ple  "bj  leaeofei  bf -tiie  lalto  wm;  aaioiig  as ihej 
live  in  peaoe  and  ^et,  abstain  from  ^bdts  ^^flbmed  biatflMy;  ibid  <)Im7 
laws  in  existenoe  at  any  plafce  of  tiitir  teniBbiie. 

^^  7.  In  gen^^  terma,  war  4o  oeaae^  a  ^eneihd  anmAj^ied  far  iis  ilie 

Execntiye  power  of  the  iWted  States -can  odtnniaiid^tnroD'odiidhaoQti  of  dia* 

bandment  ei  the  Oonfedelute  tamies^  and  the  disfaibiilien  tif  ariBs  ^aad 

resumption  of  peaoefid  pursuits  by  officers  and  men,  as  hitherto*  <o6iiipoa- 

mg  the  said  armies.     Not  ^bmng  folfy  ^empoweared  by  ^lor  Tespectiye 

prindpiils  to  ftdfil  these  terms,  w^  individnally  and  offididly  t^Lddg&  ontt- 

•selyes  to  promptly  obtain  Heeessary -andiority  to  ^any  ooi  ibfe  above  jxr9* 

fgrannnew 

"W.  T.  SBvaMAMy  Mq/or-Oeneraly 

^^  Oommandtng  the  'Army  nf  the  United  8taU${in  Ifafth  ^OairMnm^ 

**  ff.  !E.  iaasBhxmy  Gtn^ralj 
"  Owfimanking  Ocm^ederMe  States  Amiy  in  Jfdrth  CcmAinaP 

Tjpon  the  reo^tion  of  ibis  memorlEmdtai  of  agreement  in  WaAingtoi^ 
a  cabinet  meeting  -^as  imxniadii^ly  iseld  at  ea^t  o'elobk  in  <ibe  ev^^big. 
The  action  of  General  Sfaermazi  was  dtepimnned  by  PfMichiit  JohtiMm, 
by  the  Secretary  of  War,  by  General  Grant,  and  by  every -ntetnbet  of  tbd 
cabinet    General  Sherman  was  ordered  to  resume  hostilities  immediati^ly. 

Several  weeks  b^ore,  on  t&eii%bt  of  the  8d  of  Ma^ 
lancoln  and  his  cabinet  were  at  ilie  capital^  the  Secretary  of  War  received 
a  telegram  fixnn  GeMral  'Grant,  infiorming  him  'that  Genevnl  Lee  had  re- 
quested an  interview  to  confer  respect&ig  terms  of  peace,  lie  tel^r»ni 
was  banded  to  President  linooln.  He  read  it  AoQ^tfidly,  and  then,  tak- 
ing his  pen,  wh>te  the  following  reply^  whidi  he  rabmittikt  to  both  Mr. 
Seward  and  Mr.  Stanton.  It  was  then  dated,  signed  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  thudsmitted  to  €Meral  Gramt    The  replywas  as  fcdiows: — 

"  Wa8H»stqv,  Mardi  3 — 12  p.  x. 

'^  Lieutenant-Oerieral  GtelAirr: 

^'  The  President  directs  me  to  say  to  you  that  he  wishes  you  to  have  no 
conference  with  General  Lee,  unless  it  be  for  the  capitulation  ctf  General 
Lee^s  an^y,  or  on  some  minor  or  pure^  military  matter.  He  instructs  me 
to  say  that  yon  are  not  to  decide,  discuss,  or  confer  upon  any, political  ques- 
tion. iSuch  questions  the  President  holds  in  his  own  hands,  and  wfll  sub- 
mit them  to  no  military  conference  or  conventions.  Meantime  yon  are 
to  press  to  the  utmost  our  military  ^vaiitagqfs. 

<^£t>wiNM.SnkirloH, 

The  eztraordinaiytqrms  prqioaed  tothe  lebdHioti  byGenefal  Sheniiia, 
aetUinff  the  most  imfKnrtant  ciml  m  well  as  tuilitafty  ijuMicix,  edcdted  nni- 
versal  condemnation  aod  anxiety.    Some  called  in  question  iteabnitgr  of* 
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^6til0fiiaEanniii^«tinnh04o7a^     Tk^4!r^freimhljyWBBy.ibBi^^ 
%nl  (SfaeniMn^ « ilian'bf  (great  mSitat^ 

petaoTiB-izi  >lttiaiMastiMb,  wmi^-Wrlmtilm.  « ^  man  a^j  be^a^disti^giwhad 
■oldier  and  yet  not  be  an  accomplished  statesman. 

(^end  Grant  &imiedlittely  Idft  'Wsbfiington  to  superintend  himself 
the  movements  against  Johnston's  annj.  General  Sh^rinKn  %ad  BtJhieTe^ 
results  150  glorious  that  at  that  hour  he'dtood,  in' public  hwe  atld  confi- 
dence, second  to  no  oile  exc^|>t,  periiap^  to  ^«neral  ^Gtftht.  TFhe*  'wh<d^ 
country  re<5bgnized  that  he  hdd  made  a  sad  tnicftsfke,  and  it  excited  Univer- 
Bal  grief.  The  excitement  was  so  great  ihsit  Secretirry  fitahton  doiued'k 
card,  containing  the  fbttoWlng  reasons  for  rejeictibg  the  tetmis  wM^  Gen- 
eral Sherman  had  proposed: — 

SEGBETAXT  STABTOn's    REASON^'  TOR    OVSBTOUXO   «XirX&AX«  i«HEVlCAH't 

▲xniDK. 

r 

This  pvoeeedUig^  of  €Uaeral  Sherman  was  unapproveil  rfor  the  following 
ftzmmg  o^her  ^:«asQns  :-^ 

First.  It  was  an  exercise  of  authority  not  v^ted  in  General  Sherman, 
-and  on  ite  face  shows  that  both  he  and  Johnston  knew  that  Jie  (General 
4Kierman)  had  no  authority  to  enter  into  such  Armxigement. 

Second*  It  was  a  practical  acknowledgment  of  the  rebel  Government. 

TMrd.  It  undertook  to  reestablish  the  rebel  State  Goyemment,  that 
•bad  been  ovserthrown  at  the  sacrifice  of  maDy  thousand  loyal  lives  and  an 
iBuaense  treasune,  and  placed  arms  and  munitions' of  war  in  the  hands  of 
the  rebels  at  tbeir^refpedive  capitals,  which  might  be  used  as  soon  as  the 
-annies  of  the  United  States  were  disbanded,  and  used  to  conquer  and  sub- 
due \hiQ  }oyal  States. 

Fourth.  By  the  restoration  of  the  rebel  ^uathority  in  their  respective 
States,  they  would  be  enabled  to  reestablish  slavery. 

Fifths  It-uiight  ^ftmtieh  a^fouod^  reepoosibiUty  by  the  Federal  Gov^ 
emment  to  pay  tiie  rebel  debt,  and  certainly  subjects  loyal  citizens  of  the 
^ivberStates  >to  the  'ddbt  cMisufiunatdd  by  the  rebels -in  the  name  (d  the 
'State. 

8i^.  It  puts  in  diq^vto  Ai^  existence  of  loyal  State  Governments,  and 
the  hew  State  of  Westetn  Yfa<giBia,^wludi  had  been  i?eoognized  by  eveiy 
'  department  of  the  Unitedl  Stales  Government. 

SeveiAih.  It  praetioally  aibolisbed  the  confiscation  laws,  ^and  relieved 
rebels  of  every  d^ree  who  had  slaughtered  our  people,  firom  4kll  pains  and 
penalties  for  their  erines. 

Eighthi  It  gate  terms  ^Aail  had  bem'  deHbeiately,  rqpeatedly,  and  sol- 
-«iihnly  tejiMted  by  IVesidettt  lineeln,  and  better  teraoa  than^ihe  Deb^  had 
^ever  asked  in  their  most  protfp<fre«Sr  conditiotw 

NirUh.  It iiBiemisd  no  baais'of tpuatod  lusting peaee,A>ut  relieved  rebeb 

from  the  pressure  of  our  vict^ee,' and  kft  tt^  in  condition  to  renew 

thdr  ^S»rt  to  overOr^w  tiie  Untted  8lat^  Qoverameiit,  ftndnabdue  the 

*  kyal  States,  '^kenever  tlMii^  atreiigtb  was  reemited  and  ^aa  ropportanity 

abould^AKi 
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^  The  following  dispaetoheft  ftom  Secretary  Btantoi  aaa  General  HaHeck 
throw  additional  light  upon  the  oonfturion  into  which  affieurs  wero  ][dnnged 
by  the  nnftrtonate  tarns  whkdi  Oenend  Sheman  had  proposed: — 

**  Wab  DsPABnuHi^  Washikgtov,  AprH  27 — 9.30  a,  ic.    , 

^  Hfgor-General  Dec : 

^'  The  Department  has  received  the  following  dispatch  from  Major-Gen- 
eral Halleck,  commanding  the  Military  Division  of  the  James. 

^^  Generals  Oanby  and  Thomas  were  instmcted  some  days  ago  that  Sher- 
man's arrangement  with  Johnston  was  disapproved  by  the  President, 
and  tl^  were  ordered  to  disregard  it  and  pnsh  the  enemy  in  every  direc- 
tion. Edwdst  M.  Stakton,  Secretary  of  W<xrP 

RiOBXOHD,  YiBGDnA,  Apnk  26 — 8.30  p.  x. 

"  Hon.  E.  M.  SrAiiTOir,  Secretary  of  "War : 

^^  Generals  Meade,  Sheridan,  and  Wright  are  acting  nnder  orders  to  pay 
no  regard  to  any  tmce  or  orders  of  General  Sherman  respecting  hoetilitieB, 
on  the  ground  fliat  Sherman's  iigreement  conld  bind  his  own  conmiand 
only,  and  no  other.  They  are  directed  to  pnsh  forward,  r^ardless  of  or- 
ders from  any  one  except  General  Grant,  and  cnt  oflf  Johnston's  retreat 
Beauregard  has  telegraphed  to  Danville  that  a  new  arrangement  has  been 
made  with  Sherman,  and  tibat  the  advance  of  the  Sixth  Corps  was  to  be 
suspended  until  ftirther  orders.  I  have  tel^raphed  back  to  obey  no 
orders  of  Sherman's,  but  to  push  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible.  The 
bankers  here  have  information  to-day  that  Jeffl  Davis's  specie  is  moving 
South  from  Goldsboro',  in  wagons,  as  fast  as  possable.  I  suggest  tiiat  or- 
ders be  telegraphed  through  General  Thomas,  that  Wilson  obey  no  orders 
from  Sherman,  and  notifying  him  and  Canby,  and  all  commanders  on  the 
Mississippi,  to  take  measures  to  intercept  the  rebel  chiefe  and  their  plus* 
der.    The  specie  taken  with  them  is  estimated  here  at  fix>m  six  to  thir^ 

teen  millions. 

'^  H.  W.  HALI.BOK,  Mii^o^Benaral  OammancUng?^ 

General  Grant  arrived  at  Raleigh  on  the  Mth  of  April.  General  Shei^ 
man  unmediately  notified  Johnston  of  the  rejection  of  their  memorandum 
of  agreement  by  the  Government  at  Washii^gton,  and  demanded  his  sur* 
render  upon  the  same  terms  granted  to  General  Lee.  It  was  in  vain  i(a 
Johnston  to  attempt  to  straggle  against  the  difficnltiei  which  envihmed 
him.  On  the  26th,  the  surrender  of  Johnston's  army  was  made  at  Dur* 
ham  Station. 

*  There  was  a  space  of  about  fijfiy  miles  between  the  two  armies,  bs^ 
their  pickets  wefe  near  each  other.  The  paroling  took  place  at  Greens* 
bcToT  Genehil  Johnston  had  abont  fifty  tiiooBand  troops.  Of  these,  lets 
then  Ihirty  thousand  waited  to  be  paroled.  As  soon  as  these  recddesB, 
semi-civili2ed  men,  ttarbarized  by  Hiose  SonthAm  institntaons  which  jdepri- 
ved  them  of  schools  and  ohurehes  and  ^a  free  ^ress,  found  tiia^  they  were  to 
be  sur^eifdered,  they'took  the  lav  iQto  tiieir  own  handa  Nearly  all  these 
men  had  been  forced  into  the  rank  bf  nnvelenting  eoittdriptkni.  T^^ 
now  seemed  resolved  upon  direftil  retaliation.  -  Their  oflieers  na  Imger  had 
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power  to  gtitde  or  reetrahi.  Thef  phmdered  the  oomp,  dragged  the  offi* 
cers  from  their  hones  and  Tnonnted  themseWes^  and  rode  off  with  earons- 
ing  and  revelry.  Instant  -death  was  the  penalty  which  any  one  paid 
who  (^posed  them.*  In  robber  bands  they  wandered  orer  the  desolated 
Bonth^  scattering  dismay  wher^er  they  appeared.  In  this  dreadftil  war 
the  Sonth  snffbred  more  from  the  barbarity  of  its  own  people  than  from 
the  armies  of  the  North. 

General  Johnston  said  that  he  was  not  so  much  crippled  as  to  render 
an  immediaU  surrender  mecessary.  "  Bnt  I  saw,'*  he  remarked,  ^*  that  we 
must  come  np  somewhere.  We  should  certainly  hare  had  to  stop  at  the 
Mississippi,  so  I  negotiated,  beliering  it  criminal  to  prolong  a  hopeless  war. 
When  Lee  surrendered,  the  fate  of  the  Ck>nfederacy  was  decided.  Had  I 
marched  away,  it  would  only  have  dragged  Sherman  after  me.  He  would 
have  foraged  on  the  country,  and  I  should  have  been  compelled  to  do  the 
same.  The  country  would  haVe  been  devastated,  and  we  should  have  been 
compelled  to  oome  to  terms  at  last.'' 

One  hundred  and  ten  pieces  of  artillery  and  fifteen  thousand  stand  of 
small-arms  comprised  a  part  of  the  maUrid  of  war  taken  by  the  victors. 
The  country  people  around  seemed  delighted  with  the  prospect  of  peace. 
General  Hardee,  one  of  the  most  determined  of  the  rebel  chieftains,  is 
reported  to  have  said,  ^^I  accept  this  war  as  the  providence  of  God. 
He  intended  that  the  slave  should  be  free;  and  now  he  his  free.  Slavery 
was  never  a  paying  institution.  Let  our  people  give  the  n^roes  a  fair 
compensation  for  their  work,  leaving  them  to  take  care  of  their  families,  and 
we  ^aU  then  have  as  mudi  left^  at  the  end  of  the  year,  as  we  had  under 
the  old  system.  The  people  of  the  South  are  anxious  for  peace.  South 
Carolina  is  the  worse  whipped  State  in  the  Union.  She  bas  no  leading 
spirits  now.  They  are  all  crushed.  We  muat  now  all  go  to  work.  The 
prospect  before  us  is  gloomy  indeed.  It  will  be  very  hard  on  old  men  like 
me.    I  cannot  now  commence  a  profession." 

General  Grant,  with  oharttcteristic  magnanknity,  arranged  it  tiiat  the 
surrender  should  be  made  to  General  ShemMm.  The  rebellion  was  now 
crushed.  As  a  military  organization  it  had  oeased  to  exist.  There  re- 
mained a  handftil  of  men  in  Texas,  and  a  few  eoattm:^  bands,  here  and 
there,  who  cduld  make  no  resistance,  and  who  were  only  ^seeking  an  oppor- 
tunity to  capitulate.  On  the  8tfi  of  May,  dispatches  were  received 
announcing  the  surrender  of  DiK^k  Taylor's  £^rces  in  Alabaona  and  llia- 
sissippi  to  General  Oanby.  •  *  ... 

Jefferson  Davis  had  fled  from  'Richmond  when  the  city  waa  evacuated 
by  the  rebel  aftny.  The  entire  r6ut  of  that  ;anAy 'and  its  capitulation 
rendered  it  jiecessary  for  hfm  to 'continue  his  flight.  JSe  waa  accompanied 
by  a  part  of  Wade  Hampton's  cavalry.  Benjamin,  Breekinridge,  and 
others  of  th^  rebel  cabftiet  were  with^m.  The  Government  <^red  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  for  his  capture.  On*  the  Sfith  of  April,  he  was 
ndported  at  Charlotte,  South  Oarolina,  escorted  by  about  three  thousand 
cavalry  under  Generals  Eeholsiind  Basil  Di&e.  The  esoort^was  composed 
mainly  of  Efentu^kians  asid  Texans.    He  had  a  train  of*  twenty  wagons. 

followers  were  a  set  of  desperadoes,  vrho  plundered  stores  and  dwell* 


•ti^^  luid  eoiiumtted)all:«aii8  of  ontmgqi  upon  pawwui  and  propertj. 
-Before  'leading  Chaiiotte,  D«m  miide  a  -^leech,  in  which  he  luid  the 
landaoity  to  4e(iIaK&  thfft  ,be  wcr^d ^vitry  apcRi  ihaye.it  lai;ger  amij  in  the 
ffidld  thun  etrer  befote* 

•r      Oh  the  SSOi,  Dtfds  1^  YprJrB^  Soirth  Oarolimu    GeneralStoneman 
funui  in  6«oh  hot  ipwBnit^'tlMt  he^eoti^^d  the  plsce  with  his  eayiJry  the  next 
day.    The  fugitive  rebel  leader  was  now  goaded  to  hia  'ntmoet  speed.    His 
it#oepeapiu!red'thtiu%h0raes^aesoMthe  northean  part  of  Bputh  Ofor^ina,  eross- 
ing  the  fia)raimah  Biv^f  a  kittle  shore  ^ngnsta,  and  re^hed  Washington, 
in  Qeoffgia^  raboilt  £»ft^4tuie8  noifthwest  of  Allg^8tl^.on  the  4th  of  Jfaj. 
-Qenend  Stoneraan  -^as  dode  npen  his  h^l&     Oeneial  Wilson  was  at 
Qlac^n,  in  fthe  «^kti»^f  the  Sjlate^with  .an,  ample  cavalry  foroe.    He  hffi 
^ieplojed  hia  <iroop»'  m  vari^vsfdiroetiona  to  head  ^off  the  flight  of  the  fugi- 
tive.   On  the  night  of  the  6th  of  Mi^y,  Davis  had  jroached  Powellton, 
r«bout  hidf^Way  ^between  Washington-  aqd  Milleijlgeyille.    jQia  aseape  now 
seemed  hopeless;  in  whatever  direction  he  tnxn^d  he*l>eheld  his  puxa^nen 
iieforehkii. 

By  oircmtoiis  and  nnflreqtiteied  roada,  he  M^oeeeded,  by  the  9th  of  Hay, 
.in  reaching  Irwinsville,  in  fWUkiiisoa  County^  Geoirgia,  about  thirty-five 
mike  on  the  usihoad  easti  df  Abopn>  where  General  Wilson's  head-^uartaps 
>vere  established*  Iient^Btant-G(donel  Pritohard,  conunanding  the  Eoorth 
vMicfaigan  Oavafay,  of  Wilson^  Cavalry  Corps,  following  doeely  in  the 
iai^lof  the  ftigitives^  roadbed  Irwinsville  at  n^dni^t  of  thedth.  There 
ihe  leanied  fiom  a  oitisen  that  Davis  was  .^Ksamped  two  miles  out  of  town. 
He  imnk^distaly  disiK)aed  his  f(»ce,  coasistui^g  of  but  one  hundred  and  fifty 
"picked  Bten,  in  such  a  w»ty  aa  to  render  escape  impossiUe. 

Oolomel  Harden,  of  tike  First  Wi&ccmsin  Cavalry^  had  strock  Davisb 

path  of  flight  at  Dublin,  Lawi^elice  Oounty,  >  an  the  evening  of  the  7th. 

i  Harden  pushed  dewn  ^he  Ocmulgee  towards  H<^well,  and  pressing  along 

night  and  day,  through  the  pine  wilderness  of  AljUgator  Oi«ek  and  Green 

Swamp,  i^eiiched  Zrwin^viuQe  byrthe  way  of  Cnmberfam^^  and  encamp^  at 

vitine o^do(^,'on^tiie night. ictf  dte liiiUh,  within  two miieo^aa he  afterwards 

learned,  of  jdiie  enoanjqnnent  lof  Davis.    At  three  o'clock  the  next  moming 

ihe  again  piresa^  forwaidin  puraiiit,  and  had  moved  biEit  about  a  toiie 

•when,  in  the  darkness,  lua  adir«iiQe  was  fired  np<m  by  the  Fourth  Michigan 

Cavalry,  of  Colonel  PHtchard's  command.     Qoite.aq^rjited  contest  £»r 

fifteen  mtnntea  cnaaed,  when  the  mistake  was  discovered,  but  zu>t  until 

two  men  were  killed  and  five  wounded.  \ 

This  report  bfnmdicftry  waa  the  first  intimatiopi  that  Davis  and  his. 
'^exptofSB  received  of  tibe  vicfadty  ai  4^h6  ITnien  tKwps.    The  unhi^py .man 
had  his  flumly  with  him.    Tbeit  ceosternatiM  and  anguish  pcobably  un- 
:  manned  him.    InstUd  bf  mee^g  his  ftte  with  digmty^  he  e^^KNied  him^ 
'  0slf  ta  univenal  derision  hf  todea^dHng  ta^eioape  tn  the  garb  of  a  woman 
His  boots  revealed  him,  aft^>he  was  porsMdajadbroogbtte  bay.  Itis^aid 
that  for  a  moment  he  bUEMwiished  a  bowietknife,  but  that  thp  presentation 
of  a  revdrer^ subdaed  hhiL'i  (Before'  his  losrpttii^,  his  partyhad  dispersed, 
and  Benjamin^  Brertkif  rklge»  and  Tpei^ba  were  |9ii4aav<mg  to  eooapa 
by  anoth^jmite.*  »  •       •  •  r 
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17^ver'  beforef  ^bA  th^r^Bb  sodden  and  so  tertiUe  a  downfltIL  Kit  sir 
^eekflT  hAd  cda^^sed,  rince  JeflferBow  Bavis '  nombtaHjr  Held  sway  ovisr  » 
realm  extending  fffteesnr  httodlTGd  mile^  In:  tbe  sondii^BSt;  from  iJie  James 
Hiyer  to  the  Bio  Grande,,  and  in  the  som^east;  ftcftn  ^er  AB^banieB  ^ 
the  Capes  of  Florida.  Fonr  large  afinnies'  tirfere'  xmdtft  his  control.  His 
dominions  were  anfficienti^  spadons  td  (Mrve  from  them  many  kingdoms.^ 
IS'ow,  his  armies  Were  annihilated.  H5s  generals  were  paroled  prisoners  j 
Wb  possessions  stripped  frbm  him;  hife  capital  captured^  and  Mr  cabiiiee 
dispersed.  He,  a'  wretched  ctQprit,  flying  fbr  his*  lifb^  had^  been  can^ 
in  the  dress  of  a  woman,  thtis  ^draining  to  Itoe  dregs  Ae  cttp  of  humffiation; 

General  Wilson,  in  his  terse  dispatch,  sajr  of  Bavis^  "He  expressed 
great  indignation  at  the  en^gj  widi  wldc^  he  was-  jmrsned,  and  said 
tiiat  he  ^hefieved  onl*  GoTermotent  was  tbo  magnanimous  to  hmit  down: 
women  and  children.'  ^ 

The  rebel  chieftain  was  conve^f^ed  to  Macon  on  the  l^h.  He  was  then 
sent,  nnder  guard,  by  way  of  Angnsta,  to  Saraniirfi.  At  Savamiah,  Jeflfer- 
0bn  Davis,  with  his  Wife  and  fi)nrchildiiBn,,  with  several  odier  captnred 
rebels  of  note,  was  conv^ed  by  the*  steamer  "W.  P.  Clyde  to  fbrtress 
Honroe^  He  waff  therQ  plaoed  in  sblltary  cbnflnement  in  one  of  the  case^ 
mates,  there  to  await  hte  trial,  when  the  Government  should  ^d  time  to 
attend  to  his  case. 

The  war  waa  now  ended!  The  reader  Wonld'  take  but  Bttie  interest 
in  the  record  of  the  Aspersion  or  tile  snirender  of  tiie  scattered  bands. 
In  many  cases,  the  soldiery  tpok  the  law  into  their  own  handi^  knd;  (teflant 
of  any  control,  in  thieving  gronps,  started'  fo^  their  homes.  General'  K' 
Eiri)y  Smith,  who  had  been  in  command  of  qpite  a  fbrmidable  force  in 
Texas,  fonnd  his  soldiers  tiins  rapMly  vanishing,  leavhig  his  camp  empty: 
Carrying  out  legitimately  the  doctrine  of  secession,  they  threw  themselves 
upon  their  individual  rights,  and,  asserting  the  prerogatives  of  individ- 
ual sovereignty,  seceded  from  their  colors  and  their  conmianders.  In  a 
final  address  to  the  few  who  remained.  Smith  said : — 

^^  Soldiers  I  I  am  left  a  commander  without  an  army ;  a  general  with- 
out troops.^ 

He  gave  them,  however,  the  following  good  advice:  ^'  Your  present 
duty  is  plain.  Betum  to  your  families.  Besume  the  occupations  of  peace. 
Yield  obedience  to  the  laws.  Labor  to  restore  order.  Strive  by  both 
counsel  and  example  to  give  security  to  both  life  and  property.  And 
may  God,  in  his  mercy,  direct  you  aright,  and  heal  the  wounds  of  our 
distracted  country.^ 

And  now  the  Government  commenced  very  vigorously  disbanding  the 
army  and  the  navy,  and  dismissing  to  their  peaceful  homes  those  citizens 
who  by  hundreds  of 'thousands  had  so  gloriously  listened  to  the  call  of 
their  imperilled  country,  and  had  hastened  from  their  farms  and  their 
firesides  to  the  field  of  battle.  In  less  than  three  months  more  than 
seven  hundred  thousand  were  mustered  out  of  service.  With  scarcely 
an  exception,  they  returned  to  their  homes  and  resumed  the  ennobling 
pursuits  of  civil  life.  At  the  date  of  Lee's  surrender,  the  United  States 
Government  had  upon  its  army  roll  nearly  a  million  of  men.    One  hardly 
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knows  wUch  moat  to  admire — the  alacrity  with  which  theoe  noble  men 
rnahed  to  the  field  of  battle,  or  the  qnietode  with  which  they  laid  aside 
their  anna,  and,  condcionB  of  the  noble  deeds  they  had  so  nobly  performed, 
returned  to  their  friends  and  their  homes. 

After  the  gale  has  abated  the  waves  stfll  rolL  The  work  of  reeonetmo* 
tion  was  necessarily  slow.  Of  its  final  and  triumphant  success  no  intelli- 
gent man  could  doubt.  The  crushing  of  the  rebellion  placed  our  country 
in  the  first  ranks,  as  a  power,  among  the  nations  of  the  globe.  Our  flag 
waved  with  new  lustre.  Our  Union  was  consolidated,  for  no  one  feared 
that  rebellion  would  ever  again  venture  to  raise  its  banner.  The  follow- 
ing considerations  ^atbfied  the  community  that  the  national  debt  could 
very  easily  be  borne :  The  individual  property  of  the  natioA  was  aoiplj 
sufficient  to  pay  it  many  times  over;  and  the  pubUc  property  of  the 
nation,  consisting  of  fertile  land  and  mines  of  gold  and  silver,  was,  at  the 
lowest  calcQlatiotL,  five  times  moaee  than  the  national  debt.  Consequently 
there  were  no  securities  so  eagerly  sought  a^  the  pubUc  funds. 

It  is  obvious  to  aU  that  God  has  opened  before  us  a  career  such  as  no 
other  nation  has  yet  entered  upon.  He  has  given  us  a  whole  continent 
to  ourselves.  He  has  forbidden  any  dividing  lines^  The  range  of  our 
mountains,  the  flow  of  our  rivQi^,  the  necessities  of  oar  National  life  indi- 
cate that  the  Divine  Architect  will  tolerate  here  but  one  nation,  one  flag, 
one  brotherhood.  All  canses.  now  combine  to  promote  the  grandeur  ci^ 
this  imperial  republic  This  dreadful  war  has  resnoved  the  only  obstacle 
which  has  interfered  with  our  harmony  and  our.  greatness.  Our  Govern* 
ment  is  wonderfully  adapted  for  expansion.  We  are  one  nation  in  every 
thing  which  involves,  national  questions,  while  each  State  is  sovereign  and 
independent  in  all  that  is  local  in  its  l^gisUtioiu 
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BBBULTS     OF    THB    OONFLICT. 
BmoT  Of  DmABTiBS  at  Bull  Ruir. — Ezoitbiiint  Ri8PB0Ti5a  Slatxbit. — ^Kiw  Laws  dt 

THl  I>I8TBIOT  or  OOLtnCBIA. — PBOOLAXATIOir  OT  OfeHBRAL  DaVID  HuiTtfeB. — SUPPRESSIOV 
OF  TBI  8ftAyS>TEADB.— RatOLTlt  OF  tBM  TBHttT-fiBTBllfH  CdNOEBm— HOtf.  EOWABD  M. 
BtANTOV.— OOLOVBL  BOBIRT  G.  SaA^.-^AoV  Of  BKANOIPATIOH,— LCTXSB  OF  HQ2f.  ChABUI 

SuMNSB. — ^Duties  of  thi  Amxbjoam  Otozsn. 

Soon  after  the  assembling  of  Congress,  upon  the  breaking  oat  of  the 
daveholders'  rebellion,  as  it  was  manifest  that  slarery  was  the  canse  and 
the  sapport  and  the  motive  power  of  the  rebellion,  an  efibrt  was  made  to 
confiscate  the  property  and  emancipate  the  slaves  of  all  rebel  masters. 
Incredible  as  it  may  seem,  at  that  boor,  sympathy  with  slavery  was  so 
strong,  and  the  desire  to  conciliate  the  Border  Slave  States,  who  were 
so  bitterly  opposed  to  the  measnre,  was  so  potent,  that  the  resolve  conld 
not  be  passed.  The  slaves  continned,  through  their  enforced  labor,  to  feed 
the  armies  of  rebellion  and  dig  the  trenches  and  repdr  t^e  fortificiltions  before 
which  Northern  patriots  were  profusely  shedding  th^  blood.  It  was  not 
until  Gtod  laid  upon  us  the  Egyptian  plague  of  the  disastrous  battle  of 
Bull  Bun,  that  the  nation  could  be  persuaded  to  let  even  the  slaves  of 
traitors  in  arms  go  free.  The  traitor,  John  0.  Breckinridge,  of  Ken** 
tucky,  who  still  lingered  in  the  halls  of  Congress  that  he  might  thwart  all 
endeavors  to  crush  the  rebellion,  denounced  this  movenient  as  ^the  first  of 
ft  series  of  acts  loosing  all  bonds."  This  bill  wto  passed  on  the  8d  of 
August,  1861.  The  carnage  of  Bull  Bun,  which  had  occurred  but  three 
weeks  before,  pushed  it  through.  But  even  that  plague  of  blood  and  woe 
could  only  secure  tiie  emancipation  of  such  slaves  as  had  been  employed 
by  their  traitorous  masters  "  upon  any  fort,  navy-yard,  dock,  armory,  ship, 
intrenchment,  or  in  any  military  or  naval  service  whatsoever,  against  the 
government  and  lawful  authority  of  the  United  States."  The  slaves 
who  by  millions  were  working  in  the  field,  under  the  lash,  to  feed  these 
armies,  were  still  to  remain  in  bondage. 

As  the  rebellion  developed  increasingly  gigantic  proportions,  and  it 
was  manifest  that  the  country  was  engaged  in  a  deafh-grapple  with  its 
foes.  General  John  C.  Fremont  issued,  in  Missouri,  a  proclamation  whidi 
was  hailed  with  enthusiasm  by  all  the  loyal  masses  of  the  North,  but  whit^ 
roused  to  intense  indignation  the  pro^davery  party  in  the  Border  States.  In 
this  proclamation,  issued  on  the  80th  of  August,  1861,  Qenend  Fremont 
said: — 

^^  Beal  and  personal  property  of  those  who  shall  take  up  arms  agiilnsl 
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the  United  States,  or  wlio  shall  be  directl j  proyen  to  liaye  taken  an  actiye 
part  with  their  enemies  in  the  field,  is  declared  confiscated  to  public  use, 
4Md  their  slavesy  if  any  they  have^  are  hereby  dedared/reemen.^ 

It  is  difficult  to  imagine  the  npr<Mur  which  the  sentence  we  have  italicized 
created  among  the  pro-slaverj  men  in  the  North  and  in  the  Border  States. 
General  Fremont  was  denounced  in  the  most  vehement  terms,  and  his  dis^ 
missal  fi*om'  command  clamorously  called  for.  President  Lincoln  was 
alarmed.  He  wrote  to  General  Fremont,  requesting  him  to  modify  his 
proclamation  so  that  ii  khtulfl.  embiafla  S)t]iji  thos^  slaves  who  had  been 
employed  by  their  masters  in  actual  military  service.  General  Fremont 
replied,  as  has  beenstated  in  tbe  fiM  voliime^  ii)^'Words•  which  will  forever 
i^edound  to  his  honor; — 

"  If  your  b^bbw  judgm«Pt  4e<»d^  tb^t,  Iiyi^  wroing.  i^.tbe  aiticle  re- 
Keating' the  libevstioik  of  slaviaSyl  havoF  to  ad&  thai  you  wili  openly  direct 
me  to  make  the-  correction;  The  hnpHedt  eensure  will  be  rec^ved  as  a 
soldier  always  should  receive  the  reprimand'  of  his  chief  If  Twere  to 
i^trapt  of  my  q^mu  accond,,it  woioldims^'thatl  m^lf  thought  it  wrong, 
and  that  I  had  a<^t^d  withotd;  the  refiectio^wjueh^e  ^^t^  of  ^  poiDJk 
^miMNad^    B«t;  I  did  ]M>^«" 

To'tiiia a^ Pi^dent  ^epljied,  wj^hist oh^oracten^.  fraj^oss^ und^ 
ihe  date;  ofl  9eptewber  Uth,:,  "  Yopr  awwer,  ju«t  repojlved,  e^jessea  th^ 
jnfyremm  on  your  p^  th«t.  I  should  mi^  aiv  ope^.Qrd^|:^  for  the  mpdi- 
Hcation,  whioh  I  veiy  eheerfnUy  doi,  It  i/i  th^i^efore  ordered,  that  tlie-^ai^ 
ftlanse  of  said  pnndiwatim  be^  ao.xpodified^hqld^  and  QOdstrui^  as.to  co^T 
fimn  with  and  noti%  tranaooDd  the  pnovidions  on  the  mxm  si^bjept^  ooqt 
tailted  ia  the  ^t  of  C^qgne^  entitled.  ^  ^  Apt  to  cK>;ELfi§tq^ 
ibrinmrre<^tianai7purpo9^''' 

On.  the>  SjSth  of  JauTiafy,  1862,  Seoretai^  Se:ward,  ini  acccn^laxioe  with 
the  rapidly  gDQwing  demwd  of  pubBc  ^ntiment,  issued  aA^Qi:d€^  from  tl^ 
j^r^fiidmt,  forbidding  t&e  Marshal  of  the  Distript  of  Qolumbia  frcm  recelvr 
iia^i^Ptto  Qustody  ^^any  p^r^ow  elaim^  tp  be  held  to  sei^^e  oi;  labor,  a¥i4 
not  chained  with  any  crime,,  unless  upon,  aiprest  or  commitment,,  pursuant 
to  latw^as  fugitives  frcHu  soch.servi^ or  labon"  iE^ven  this  so^ slight  reooi^ 
niticfn  of  ther^bts.of  the  oqloi^ed  n^eni  expitedthe  most vioWt oppositioit 
But  the  tide  ojC  freedwL^as  now  slowly,  ^et  Qurejy^  naing^  and  nathlo|p 
eould  ^tay.its  p];ogrqss. 

lia.  Mar^ch,  0<msr^m  ad^c^t^d  a^recommendfiition.  of  the  President,  offei^ 
log  ^^  to  coopeFfit^  ^h:any  Sitate  which  ma^f  adopt agradual  abolishment 
4rf  slavery,  giving:  tot  such  Sti^  pecumary  aid,  to  be  nised  by  such  State  in 
its  discretion,  to  compensate  for  the.  ipi^nv.eiuc^qef^  pjohlie  and,  private 
prodoced  by  $mik,  ehcipige.  of  i^jtstwu'^ 

£i|gWeyed  ^very  was  agaia  alarmed,  and  petitions  from  Kentuoiky 
were  sc^t  to  the.  UjuUed  States  Senat^i  entreating  Oo^igrf^  ^^  to  disrega,)!^ 
all  soheooes.  for  emancipatiEHk" 

At  tSba-same  time^both  halla  of  Congress  were  flooded  \iritb  ]^tition;i 
1^  the  abolitiop  of  slavery  in  tiiOi  Piatn^ct  of  Colimbia,  which  wa3.  und^ 
the  exclusive  l^slation  of  Congress.  ,  The  advocates  of  slavery  we^ 
equally  active^,     Even  from  the.  Free  Stete  of  Qlinoii,  w}^:(9e  swthem 
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region,  peopled  by  eitnigrants  from  the  South,  was  appropriately  called 
Egypt,  a  peHtion  waa  presented  by  Mr.  Sanlsbnry,  of  Delaware,  asking 
Gongress  not  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District,  and  asking  for  the  expnl- 
sion  of  any  menber  who  should  advocate  such  a  measure. 

For  two  generations,  davery,  under  the  sanction  of  the  Government, 
had  polluted  our  National  Capital  There  were  over  three  thousand  men, 
women,  and  children,  who  held  up  tiieir  fettered  hands  beneath  the  Stars 
and  Stripes  which  floated  so  proudly  over  our  halls  of  legislation.  On  the 
11th,  the  bill  of  emancipation  passed  the  House  by  a  large  majority. 
John  J.  Orittenden,  of  Kentucky,  in  an  impassioned  sx)eech,  entered  his 
protest,  in  the  name  of  his  constituents,  not  only  against  the  bill,  but 
against  any  action  whatever  upon  the  subject  of  slavery;  but  the  fetters 
had  fallen  from  the  hands  of  the  weary  dave  forever.  The  enfitmchised 
bondmen  received  their  freedom  with  devout  gratittde  to  God,  and  in  the 
joy  of  prayers  and  thanksgiving  buried  in  oblivion  all  the  wrongs  which 
tiiey  had  received  from  th^  oppressors.  A  gratuity  of  $1,000,000  was 
voted  to  the  loyal  slave-m^Kers  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  as  compen- 
sation for  the  emancipation  of  their  slaves. 

There  were  fifteen  thousand  persons  of  African  descent  in  the  District. 
They  had  long  been  subjected  to  the  most  oppressive  laws.  Congress 
enacted  that  they  should  henceforth  be  under  the  same  code  of  criminal 
law,  and  be  subjected  to  the  same  punishment  with  white  persons.  The 
free  colored  people  had  been  compelled  to  pay  taxes  for  the  support  of 
schools  fit>m  which  their  own  cUldren  were  excluded.  Congress  author- 
ized them  to  establish  schools  of  their  own,  and  to  appropriate  their 
money  for  the  education  »f  thefr  own  children.  Thus,  step  by  step,  free- 
dom moved  on,  impelled  by  the  energies  of  war. 

Begardless  of  tiie  commercial  interests  of  the  country,  the  pro-slavery 
spirit,  which  had  so,  long  dominated  in  Congress,  reftised  to  recognize  the 
sister  republics  of  Hayti  and  Liberia.  On  the  24th  of  April,  a  bill  passed 
tiie  Senate,  opening  diplomatic  relationship  with  both  of  these  Govern- 
ments. 

On  the  9tii  of  May,  1863,  Major-General  David  Hunter,  struggling 
against  the  inftiriate  hordes  of  rebellion  and  slavery  in  South  Carolina, 
issued  a  proclamation,  in  which  he  said : — 

^^  The  three  States  of  Georgia,  Florida,  and  South  Carolina,  compris- 
ing the  Military  Department  of  the  South,  having  deliberately  declared 
tiiemselves  no  longer  under  the  protection  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  having  taken  up  arms  against  the  said  United  States,  it 
becomes  a  military  necessity  to  declare  ^em  under  xnartial  law.  This  was 
accordingly  done  on  the  26th  of  April,  1862.  Slavery  and  martial  law  in 
a  free  country  are  altogether  incompatible.  The  persons  in  these  three 
States,  Georgia,  Florida,  and  South  Carolina,  heretofore  held  as  fim^,  are 
therefore  dedared  forever  free.** 

The  clamor  which  this  proclamation  aroused  iSrom  tl^^  I(ps  of  pro- 
slavery  partisans  filled  the  land.  The  President  was  agaiiot  altoned.  To 
appease  the  cry,  he  responded  on  tiie  i9th  of  May  in  a  proclamation,  in 
which  he  said :— - 
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^^  I,  Abraham  lipcobi,  Brea^ept  of  tW  Uxutei  Qt^^^,  pcoclmt  asod 
declare  that  the.GoY^mmeut  of  th^^Uxiite^.  ^t^  .ha4:,A0.Mpw]edge  or 
belief  of  ua  mtonlioix  o^  the  part  of  QeDfmlJSiuM^  toi^&m  #Qch  a,proe^ 
lamation,  nor  has  it  yejb  any  aioth^tic  iiifc^isp/^^^.that^.the,  docmni^t  i% 
gpnn jnfl ;  aad  further,  that  n^i^er  Genera).  ^TWjt^  luur,  apj  othier  ocxn- 
mander  or  persou  ha«^  b^n  authoriii^  b j  tl^  QoyerBment  ot^  the  Unitedr 
States  tot  make  proclajcnatiem  doda^ng  the  fitay^^,  of  aAj  6te!tf  ftea;  and 
that  th^  si^pposed  preclamation  now  in  queatioipi^  whether  :g&MXDi^jw  fabiai^ : 
is  altc^tber  void^  so  far  a^  resp^^et^tsudi  declai::ation," 

The^.cpneesaiws  o^  thepa):*!t  oi  the  PresiKd^li  to.  ih^  4i|T0gant  spirit, 
of  slayery  were;  vqy.  papiM  to  ,a^,l^r^,  portioi^  of  tha  itT^ir^kern.  ^  cQinrt 
munitj^  while  there,  wer^  ,  ms^j.  tr^ij  pati^otic  bat  cafftyumi  mffi^  wha 
deem^  these  cooservativ^  measnre&emmently  wia^^  and«  ess^itial  t^  th^ 
preservation  of  hanxiony  at  jtha.Kortl^  ai^d  ccdcnlatad  tp  t^f^  aUye.  ^vduvtr; 
eyer  of  l^teQt  Union  feeling  th^ro  sfiU,  remained  at  th^  8<mtlu. 

Slayery. demanded  the  Tight  to.  establish  itself  in  ih^  Xerritpries^  anil 
to  bnild  up  its  inti;eiichmen ts  there^  nn^hepkedll^y  Congre^qpaJl  j^slatjoor 
or  Territorial  law.  On  the  7th  of  Jnneii  biU  parsed  the  Senaite  prohil^tibag 
forever  slavery  in  the  Terntmes.  ^  The  irrepoalable  deoree^^  s^d  Senator 
Wilson,  from  JJiasaachnfletta,  ^^  has  gone  fcoih,  that  eyorouH^  thoei^  prairiar 
and  forests  aiid  mipies^  with  their  illimitable  reaporees  to  bp  deyd^t^pied  fw 
mankind^  are  consecrated  tp  freedom  ai;id  fi^.  instit^t|lpn&iQr  al),  chaina 
a^d  fetters  for  none." 

For  years  thq  African  slave-trader  had.  carried  <m  his.mhwnan  traffic 
protected  from,  sea^oh  by  the  banner  of  repuhlican  Am^riQft,  ,  One  of  tha 
earliest  acts. of  .Cop^repS)  whpn  by  thet  departure  of  so  maoy  oL  the  sUve*. 
holders  the  spirit  of  freedom  ^became  predominant  i^  its.coonciilsy.waa  to 
efface  that  fool  stain  fropa  onr  escntctv^on^  A  treaty  was  promptly  n^o* 
tlated  with  the  British  Oovpnun^t^.fo^  the  effeetnal  ea^vefieioa  of  tt^^t. 
in&mpns  traffic,  by  the  mntnal  repogpition  of  t^e  right  g£  visjla^tiyi  and 
search  on  the  coast  of  Africfu:  Tlrare  liad  long  been  a  law  upon  cot 
statute-books  declaring  the  filaVe-trade  to  be  piracy,  punishable  with  deatlu 
In  defiance  of  that  law,  slave-ships  wove  continually  sent  fr^m  our  North- 
em  ports,  and  slavery  shielded  from  punishment  those  mgaged  in  the. 
traffic.  Notwithstanding  the  mo^t  noisy  and  mcniKupg  clazppEs  of  the 
pro-slav^ .  party,  on  the  ^st  of  February^  1862,  Captain  iN^athaniel.  P. 
Gordon,  comm^Jlder  of  the  Erie,  was  executed  at  Kew  Tork^  f«r  having* 
been  engaged  in  the  Blave-tradOk  This,  epforcement  of  the  law  was  indeed 
the  dawn  of  a  ne|v  day  upon  our  land. 

At  the  commencpment  of  the  war,  v^  juany  of  the  effioeps  in  the 
Union  anny  were  strong  pro-slay^ry  men.  They  did  P^tw^  to  see  the 
Union  dissevered.  They  were  unwilling  to  join  the  ^uthern.  tndtqrs  in 
their  war  upon  th^  United  States  flag.  They  wished  to  oouduct  the  war 
in  such  a  way  that  the  country  might  be  induoed  to  aco^  th^  demand 
of  the  slav^olden^aiMi  thus  reconstitute  the  Union  by  tbje  jrepudiation  of 
the  free  Constitution  which  our  fetji^rsr.formed)  aud  sii^bstit^tiBg  for  it  the 
despotic  constitution  which  the  9hi>vid;ic4d^ih^,frap^e^ 
These  officers  often  disgntced  themselves  and  the  nation^.byti^turmug  to 


Bad  Bcmght  pi^rtdeltefl  tuidei^lhe  S'itteiirfl '  fliag;  '  These  defe;^^  WW)^ed 
x6en  ^K^^re  ^ftett :  Btinr€l(dei^4 '  if^(k  to*'  tJbeir  Mtpreasbn  t^  aifffsr  t<»rti6^  afid 
cteaiH  fiMr  jttt««to)(>thig  *t<>  edci^.  '"Ifted  iil  e^s:  ag^dndt  tbe  Gavernm^t 
TWef'ftcttia11y'I*hiJ*tt*a,  liSd^  a'fllig-of'tnice,  t6  filter  our  encalnpinentB, 
to  search  there  for  escaped  slaves,  to  tie-'a  t§|)e^  attxiiiti'  th0  heck  6t  sotaie 
pb(M»  Boyoi'glrir,  tod  te*]^«iH(^  off'lh^'gi^iittd,  laahftig  Ihefe^  vitjlitos  to 
make  tti^fl  kiSep  jtticfe^itfc'  Ae  sp^d  o^f  tfee;  5i6lrte/ ^Thes*  jpok)r'BUve8 
vrdre]  ivithotrt  eitdeptSon^  patriot.  ^Phey  kn^t*^  &a*^'t^6  teheU  y^f^  ibtg- 
ii)^  for  fh^ni  the  ehieiiks  Of  Ik^peli^  1iK>hdi^er-ttia¥  l&«^e(^  it^  Stars  and 
Stripes  done  c^idtdih^y1i)[^fbi*tdttma^^  * 

""fiv^^yWhere^'^t^'Willfem:-®;  Sei^fd,  Secretkty  df  Stale; ' "the 
Ajdetlcm  '^Aem  f^it^liis niost  ^isef^  and*  reffiablo' infortiiaffon-  flfdm 
Ae  n^egrb,  Whb  kafli  Ms  etdming  as  tbe  haart>ih^el'  of  firfeedom/' 
*  fhe  Cdiig^^  of  ISfeJ,  thd>  #fer*t(>4)ef-i*feiiifeitfb«^  Tii^y-sd^th  d6ii- 
giides,  pasied  4i&e'd^;to'^<'that;']^t«6hd  ^{Med'  ad  f%it^te  glaVes  «hkll  not; 
be  surrendered  by  persons  engagbd'-1k  mSiti^y  or -navar  sfeMce,  '<m  ^in 
of  bding  ditenfes^d  A«ri:«h«t  fteiVicfe.^^  Thejr  also  de<ii<6«d  « that  nd  slave 
e&ca^Hg  inld^atty  Stat^  TferriCfftfy^bir' Ae  ©isfa^ct  of  Colteabfej^slibttM be' 
delive^  up',ot  dqjrtved*<rf'kie'libert5f  ihafty  wdj^,  fe±fe€pt  for  ^feldfitence 
.  agahise  the  tftWiij  \^kiil%fae'«h^pet66h  cl^imiiig  said  fugitive -^alt  li^ke  oath 
Hiat  lie  h^  not  •  be^'  hi  nixtiB  ^inst  the  United  8tat6^,  i^r  j^iVM  aid  or 
comfort  to  th€J  rfefeeHibil'  in  any  way ;  that  no  person*  in  th^  niilitAi-y  or 
naval  sertico  shaft  aeft^irie  t6  dtetdef  tipon  the  validity  of  a6y  clfeito  td  ftigi- 
tivelflftves,  nc*  ^ire^l*  %ny  such  perbori  to  the-didmantj  on  p^  of  being 
dismissed  from  th^  eei4i<^;  toil  that  aH  slates  of  persons  in  rebellion 
against  the  (Jovemment,^  cat>tured  by  Ae  atmy  or  takifag  refuge  within  its 
Ubaes,  should -b^  fbrevei^  nrfee;^^  By  these-^nobTe  r^olves,  freedom  followed 
closely*  in  !ie''fo*fet^|)§'  ^  ihe  advafadhig  flag*  Of  the  republic. 

.  bitter  was  the  hostility^ and  strenuous-  th^ -remonstrances  of  slavery  in 
View  of  all  tlfe^  ineaeu^.  ■  Buf  QbiL  by  resistless  prdvidences;  was  <;ora- 
pelling  lihe  nation  to  ldo«teii*  tte  bands  "of  oppression j  and  to  lei  the  op- 
pi^essed  go  lBn6e!  *  TlioUgh  *he^V6re  ^duftands'  in  onrland  whbee  hearts 
we^  right,  and' wlio&i^  prayere  ^v^te  unceasing  that  bur  nd-tion  migiit  bo 
d€fKv^^*fit)<ii't&fe'^/t  An^'sK&fne  dt  sla^hery,  arid  thart;  tfee  brotherhood  of 
ihail  niigkt'be  tfeedgniie^  "as  the  c5M*eSPH5t6ne  df  our  r^ntKc,  still,  impar- 
tial history  ttiust'tfcdlftit'lhat,  a^  d  ndi^y  we  only  went,  just  so'fast  arid  so 
•far  as  God  compelled  us.  These  naeasures  of  justice  were  oarried,  not 
because  th^y  wiete  W^Af,'  but  becan&e  they  Were  ri^tesary.  Few  eVen  of 
the  pureit  toen  in'  Consr^s  vei^ured  t6  aSvdc^fte  these  irieafeui^fes'  uJ)on  the 
plea  that  they  v^^fere  in  aceor^anbe  ^Ih  Ihfe^ 'principles  of  eteWial  justice, 
but  because  tliey-  W<^e  iiecfeMaiy  for  the  daltitHAn  ^  th6  nation] 

'  For  a  Icing  tlfttef  a  pe'rfeet  howl  of  indignation  wad  raised  by -the  pro- 
dkvery  J)iirty  f^ihst  eml3loying  black  m^nr' in  any  other  capacity  in  the 
army  iharf  ffiat  df 'bodyiflervants.  Many  Union  officers  threatened  to 
throw  up  their  •coimniflsioM  if  colored  nofen  Were  permitted  to  shoulder  a 
ntuflket  6r^to  dig  in  a  trench.  The  rebels  dairid  not  jAace  aftna  in  the 
hAnds  of  their  .slaved.    But,  surrotmded  by  glittering  bayonets,  the  poor 
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bondsmen  were  compdled,  bj  tens  of  thooBan^  to  throw  np  the  ram- 
parts,  and  to  drag  the  guns  before  which  our  brothers  and  sons  were  to  be 
swept  into  bloody  graves.  The  Tbirtj-seventh  Congress  passed  a  resolve 
to  receive  into  the  service  of  tbe  United  States  free  colored  men  and  the 
^slaves  of  rebel  masters ;  and  then  the  mothersi  wives,  and  children  of 
such  slaves  were  made  free  forevar. 

There  is  no  man  in  the  nation  to  wbom  the  conntry  owea  a  higher  debt 
of  gratitude  than  to  the  Hozu  Edwin  M.  Stantop,  the  Secretary  of  War, 
during  nearly  the  wbole  of  this  desperate  straggle.  From  first  to  last,  be 
has  stood  firm  to  the  principles  of  liberty,  with  a  lion-like  steadfastness 
which  soars  even  to  the  sublime.  His  indomitable  integrity  and  invinci- 
ble moral,  courage  have  never  been  surpassed.  ,  In  the  darkest  and  most 
perilous  hours  of  the  storm,  he  held  the  hehn  with  a  hand  which  never 
trembled.  To  him,  far  more  than  to  any%>ne  else,  we  are  indebted  for  the 
organization  of  colored  men  inta  regiments  of  soldiers.  Among  the  first 
nameis  hereafter  to  be  inscribed  upon  the  American  roll  of  honor,  that  of 
Edwin  M.  Stanton  must  stand  preemiheni. 

The  introduction  of  colored  men  into  the  army  was  one  of  the  most 
momentous  events  in  the  histoiy  of  the  war.  In  leas  than  six  months  a 
hundred  thousand  stalwart  men,  of  Ethiopic  descent,  were  dodied  in  tiie 
uniform  of  American  soldiers.  Thej  soon  c(»nmanded  univeiBal  respect, 
by  proving  themselves  second  to  no  other  men  in  heroism.  $ome  of  the 
most  chivalric  acts  of  the  war  were  performed  by  colored  men.  The  rd^els 
were  roused  by  this  act  to  such  savage  rage,  that  they  forgot  ajil  the  dic- 
tates of  humanity.  They  declared  such  soldiers  and  their  white  ofBcers  to 
be  outlaws.  They  shot  them  in  cold  blood,  when  taken  prisoners.  They 
burned  them  alive  at  the  stake.  They  mutilated  their  dead  bodies,  hx 
the  impotence  of  their  wrath,  they  stripped  the  dead  body  of  a  distinguished 
white  officer,  cast  him  into  a  pit,  and  then  threw  in  up(m  him  a  vast 
mass  of  naked  bodies  of  negroes.  They  sought  to  dishonor  him.  They 
gave  him  a  burial  which  angels  might  covet.  When  the  trump  of  the 
archangel  shall  sound,  and  the  dead  shall  rise,  Oolonel  Eobert  Q.  Shaw 
shall  come  forth  firom  the  grave  and  say,  -^^  Here  am  I,  O  Lord  I  and  my 
humble  brothers,  Thy  children,  whose  cause  I  espoused,  and  for  whom  I 
sacrificed  my  life."  The  angels,  on  that  morning,  may  take  no  specuJ  in- 
terest in  those  who  come  forth  firom  the  vaults  of  Westminster  Abbey  or 
St.  Denis ;  but  they  will  gaze  with  loving  hearts  upon  the  opening  grave 
at  Fort  Wagner.  , 

And  now  came  tbe  crowning  act  in  these  series  of  measures,  which 
were  purifying  our  land  from  that  great  crime  which,  in  Gbd's  retributive 
justice,  had  imperilled  our  Katiotjud  life,  and  filled  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  homes  with  mourning.  On  the  22d  of  September,  1862,  the  nation  was 
electrified  by  a  proclamation  from  President  Lincoln,  announcing  that  on 
the  1st  day  of  January,  1863,  he  should,  as  an  act  of  military  necessity, 
declare  all  slaves  free  in  every  State  then  in  rebellion  against  the  United 
States.    The  Ist  of  January  came.    The  decree  went  forfii : — 

'^  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  the 
power  invested  in  me  as  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Anny  and  Navy  of 
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the  XJnited  States  in  time  of  aottiAl  lurmed  rebelBon  against  the  antho^tj 
and  Government  of  the  XJnited  StatejB,  and  as  a  fit  and  neoessary  war  meas- 
nre  for  suppressing  isaid  rebellion^  do,  on  this  first  daj  of  January,  in  the 
year  of  onr  Lord  1868,  and  in  aecordanee  with  my  purpose  so  to  do,  pub- 
licly proclaimed  for  the  full  pmod  of  one  hundred  days  from  the  first 
day  of  the  first  above-mentioQed  wiet^  and  designate  as  the  States  and 
parts  of  l^tates  wherein  the  people  thereof  respectively  iare  this  day  in 
rebellion  against  the  United  States,  the  following,  to  wit : — 

^*  Arkansas,  Texas,  Louisiana,  exd^t  the  parishes  of  St.  Bernard, 
Plaquemines,  Jefierson,  St.  John,  St.  Qharles,  St.  James,  Ascension,  As- 
sumption, TerTBbonne,  Lafourdie,  St  Mary,  St  Martin,  and  Oiieans,  in- 
cluding the  city  of  New  Orleans  ;  Miinssippi,  Alabama,  Florida,  Georgia, 
South  Carolina,  North  Carolina,  and  Virginia,  e^ccept  the  forty-eight  coun- 
ties designated  as  Western  Virginia,  and  also  the  counties  of  Berkeley, 
Accomac,  Northampton,  Elizabeth  City,  York,  Princess  Anne,  and  Norfolk, 
including  the  cities  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  and  which  excepted 
parts  are,  for  the  present,  left  precisely  as 'if  this  proclamation  were  not 

issued. 

"  And  by  virtue  of  the  power,  and  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  I  do  order 
and  declare  that  all  persons  held  as  slaves  within  said  designated  States 
are  and  hence^rth  shall  be  free ;  and  that  the  Executive  Government  of 
the  United  States,  including  the  military  and  naval  authorities  thereof, 
will  recognize  and  mail,  tain  the  freedom  of  said  persons. 

^^  And  I  hereby  enjoin  upon  the  people  iso  declared  to  be  free^  to  abstain 
from  all  violence^  unless  in  necessary  self-defence,  and  I  recommend  to  them 
that,  in  all  cases,  when  allowed,  they  labor  faithfully  for  reasonable  wages. 
And  I  fhrther  declare  and  make  known  that  such  persons  of  suitable  con- 
diticm  will  be  received  into  the  armed  service  of  the  XJnited  States,  to  gar- 
rison forts,  positions,  stations,  and  other  places,  and  to  man  vessels  of  all 
sorts  in  said  service.  And  upon  this,  sincerely  believed  to  be  an  act  of 
justice,  wamnted  by  the  Oenrtitiitioii  upon  militarjr  necessity,  I  invoke 
the  considerate  judgment  of  mankind  and  the  gracious  frtvor  of  Almighty 
God.'^ 

By  the  Constitution,  which  the  President  had  taken  a  solemn  oath  to 
respect,  he  had  no  right  to  emancipate  the  slaves  save  as  a  military  neces- 
miy*  He  dould  not  cU^fn  that  necessity  in  reference  to  those  portions  of 
the  slaveholding  oountiT'  which  continued  loyal.  Therefore  the  excep- 
tions he  made,  hb  wa^  in  honor  bound  to  make. 

Many  and  anxious  discnssions  were  held  in  the  Cabinet  upon  this  subject 
before  ^e  proclamation  was  issued.  President  Lincoln,  rpeaking  of  a 
Cabinet  meeting  in  1863,  in  which  the  question  was  agitated,  said : — 

^^  Various  suggestions  wei«  offered.  Secretary  Chase  wished  the  lan- 
guage stronger  in  reference  to  arming  the  btacks.  Mr.  Blair,  after  he 
,  came  in,  deprecated  the  policy,  on  the  ground  thilt  it  would  cost  the 
A4ministratioa  the  &11  elcctioD.  Nothing,  however,  was  offered  that  I 
bad  not  already  fully  anticipated  and,  settled  in  my  own  mind,  until  Secre- 
tary Seward  spoke.  Said  he :  *  Mr.  President,  /  approve  of  the  proclamo' 
tiouy  but  I  question  the  eocpediency  of  its  issue  at  this  Juncture.    The 
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tbprefision  xrf  die  pnJbUo  ttond^  ct>Qji»eqa^Qfr  iipdu  our  teptotod  I^t0nt9&,:i«  ^ 
great,  that.I  ;fe«r  die.e£feleto£.8o  important aiBtap.  It  maj .bei viewed  as 
the  last  meaauire  of  on  eiiditaited  Qoyenunent — aicrj  forhc^,;  |lie  Oorem* 
ment  stretohing  %tii  ita  hands  to  Etiiiopia, .  instead  of  EtUo^ift^stretdui^ 
forth  her  hands  to  the  OoYenm^t'  •  His  idjea,'  •saidithe  Pmtidani,  ^  was 
that  it  wonld  he4>0Bsid^rbd'OTt'Ia9t  jS&rt^i,  oa  dte  fetoeaJb.'  (Thia  ^^as  his 
preoiae  ezpressioaa.)  ^^owy^  oaatitmed  Mr.  Seward^*  Vtnkile^l  af^VQve  tho 
measure,  I  suggest,  air,  thM  ^^t  posl^ne  its  .isstle  nutU'^jroff:  oaa  give 
it  to  the. country  supported  i)7  military  Butoess,!  ijQ«itead  of. i^i^^  it,  as 
would  be  the  case  no^, .  ikpcxsk  .tiie  igreate^t  diaaaterB,  of  ^  the  vfcajx^  Said  Mi. 
Lincoln:  ^^Ihe  wisdom^  of  thp  yie^.of  tto  fie^sreta^  of  State  struek  ine 
with  yery  great  fojroe.  It  was  an  tep^^it  of  the? case  dlat,uiall  my  thongfat 
upon  the  subject,  I  had  enturely  oYerlooked^  Tke  irestdt  wto  .tiiltt  I  ipxA 
tibe  draft  of  theiproolawtatioil.  adide,  aa  you  do  your  isketab  for  a  pleura, 
waiting  for  a  lyictbry/ "  .       .      ■ ,         ^         t 

Mr.  <F.  B.  Carpenter,  in  hta  ^^  Hiatoryiof  the  Emaaloipation  Proclama- 
tion," from  which  the  aboMOt  statenient  ia  taken,  i9lm>  says  >*—  • 

^<  Mr.  Chase  told  me  that,  at  the  Cabinet  meeting  immediately  after 
the  battle  of  Antietam,  and  ju6t  prior  to  the  tiasue  of  t^  ^ept^mlKdr  proo- 
lamaticMi;  the  President  mtertd.upon  the  btisineas  before  them  by  saywg, 
that  ^tibe  time  for  the  enunciatloil  .of  the  emaneiiiation  j>oUoy>  could  no 
longer  be  delayed.  .Public  dtenthnenl},'  he  ibdtight, :  ^would  suatam  it-^ 
many  of  his  warmest  Mends  and  supik>rt^  demanded  it ;  andJ^^  hodproni- 
ided  his  God  that  Ae  vxntld  do  it  /  \  The  last  part  of  *4hja  was  uttered  in  a 
low  tone,  and*i^)peared  to  be heai^dbjua  ooe  Hoik  Sesi^etary  CSiaae,  who 
was  sitting  near  him.  He  asked  tbe  President  if-  he>  bom(^y  uncbrstaod 
him.  Mtj  Linoobi'  replied :  ^  I  made  <t  sbhThm*  fvbvyiefohe^  God  ihai^j^  Cf^n- 
eral  Lee  ^txxt'Cb'heii  iacbj^rom  I^enrm^nmnift^  Im^ouUk  crotVTh  iKa  ventU  hy 
the  dedarixtion  cf frt^^  ...  -    r 

Posterity  can  never  know*  the  vehiameiK^e  with  whioh  tMs  :pnoclainatkm 
was  assailed  by' the  maddened  partisaenSKrf.  slihrer^  i^'thsnNorth.  It  wais, 
in  theeame  breathy  denounei9d  aa  onelcf  the^  mDetwCciiel  and  outrageous 
acts  which  despotism  ever  perpetrated,  inciting  insurrection,  and  iaidiS< 
criminate  massacre^  ilnd  also  as  mefesenselefia  noii^B, 'h^utum^fiibmen  as 
ridiculously  impotent  as  IhePopcPs  btdl  against  the^cxxnet.  •  But  the  nation 
indorsed  ^the  act.  •  Slavery  trembled  imder  tbe:<]plow.  iFVeedm^i  flocked 
beneath  the  folds  of  the. star-spangled hatsiien  It  aoon  Jiee^me  maaifest 
that  Slavery,  like  a  hideous  monatei  wooalded,  ^UceifiBg,  hbwfing,  im&  eutk- 
ing  into  d  grarrer whence' th^  could  be.  norJasarrectioni       * 

The  slaveholding  i  State  of  *  DelaWarei  sent  an  immedia^  emandpa- 
tionist.to  Congress ;  Mavyland  snpmion^  a  cenventibu  jta  abolish  slavery. 
West:  Yirgiiiia,  oiganized  into  a  truly  loyal  'State, 'framed  a  coosfitution 
providing  foi  tha  immediate,  and  eodire*  enianoipation:of  her  bondmen. 
Tennesseoy  though,  like  Missouri,  Delaware^  MarylandyiEi&d  WestYiigiuia, 
eitcepted'  £rom  the  decree  of  emaiioiptition^  underj  the  'UobfeJeadsoship  of 
Governor 'A)ndrew  Johnson^  took  rapid  strides'*  in  the  diirectu»i  of  immedi* 
ate  and  unconditional  emancipation  J  Arkansasialoeepted  tl^e  proclamation, 
and  in  solemn  convention  prohibited  slavery  ferever  in  her  organic  law. 


IxxoiBittiia  <lfoetiBd'&^ehior  ttrliA,  in  bk  ^Sti^i^  v^aress,  called  opoii 
the  people  to  adopt  the  *^  nniverdal  and  InimeQhite  «)ttinotion  of  elayery  as 
apublloand-^rit^tebledsitlg^^^  aM'ti^ftyincdt^  fifwept  tiie  accmised 

inBtitntidn  il^  W  ^Boil.  l7he  Aftdi^^-^GeBend  <xf  fhe  TJhited  Statei^ 
Edward  Bates,  t^tidktiteg  ^  at^rodond  i^nthhetit,  Trhieh  ftlavdry  had 
ieonntenancdd,  ^t  the  Macik  i^an  had  nb  rights  "^hidi  Whfte  meti  wer6 
binnd  to  resjjeM,  detlafi^  that  loykl  l)k6k  men  w^re  <s[ti£€fns  of  the 
tJnited  8tat^  ei^tled,  ^t  haiiie  and  ab]rtsad,  td  all  the  j^rot^otion  which 
whitd  men  enjbyed.  Thef  Beciretary  of  Stbte  gate  the  black  man  a  pd^ 
£01*  foreign  tifatvel,  '^^Mih  lisLVery  had  i«ftte^,  66(m]$ng  for  him  protection 
.wherever  the  Stars  and  Stripes  are  recognized. 

Many  eatoest  friends  of  freedom  "Were'  <fii^>o^d  to  densnre  President 
Lincoln  for  being  too  dilatoiy  %x  his  movements.  The  following  extracts 
from  a  lett^  from  the  Hon.  Ohaiies  8mmid%  ohe  of  die  most  able,  elo- 
^ent,  and  detbt^  friends  of  freedom  WhicJi  afty  ag^  haa  known,  deserve 
a  place  in  thli»  history.  The^  leftt^,  addi'esded  to  a  fritod^  was  dated  from 
the  Senate  Chamber  at  'Washingtob,  June  5lib,  1869  :— 

"  My  Dibab  Sttt:^— Your  eritfcism  of  the  President  is  hasty.  I  am  con* 
fldent  that  if  you  kneW  him  as  I  do,  you  would  not  make  it.  OtmM  yod 
have  seen  the  Presidetft,  as  it  was  my  privilege  o(ften,  while  be  was  <5on^ 
«idc3ring  t3ie  gi^eat  queWions  on  whidi  he  has  already  acted — th6  rnvi* 
tation  to  Emancipation  in  the  States,  Emancipation  in  the  Bistrid;  of 
Columbiii,  and  the  acknowledgment  of  the  independetice  of  Hayti  and 
liberia— even  your  2?erf  would  have  been  satined,  tot  you  wouM  have  IfeR 
the  sincerity  <rf  his  puqxwe  to  do  what  he  could  to  cany  forward  thft 
principles  of  the  Declaration  (^  Indc^p^oftdenee.  His  whel6  soul  w»l 
occupied,  especially  by  the  first  pi*oposition,  which  was  peculiarly  Ids  bwn; 
In  ftimiliar  intercourse  with  him  I  remefmber  notiiing  more  touching  thaii 
the  earnestness  and  completeness  with  which  he  embraced  this  idea,  t^ 
his  mind  it  was  just  and  beneficent,  while  it  promised  the  sure  end  of 
slavery.  Of  coxirse  to  me,  who  had  ab^ady  proposed  a  bridge  of  gold 
for  the  retreating  fiend,  it  was  most  welcome.  Proceeding  from  the  Presi- 
dent, it  must  take  its  place  among  the  great  events  of  history. 

^^  I  wish  that  you  really  knew  the  President,  and  had  heard  the  artless 
expression  of  his  convictions  on  those  questions  which  concern  you  so 
deeply.  You  might  perhaps  wish  that  he  were  less  cautious,  but  you 
would  be  gratefril  that  he  is  so  true  to  all  that  you  have  at  heart.  If  I 
write  strongly,  it  is  because  I  feel  strongly;  for  my  constant  and  intimate 
intercourse  with  the  President,  beginning  with  the  4th  of  March,  not 
only  binds  me  peculiarly  to  his  Administration,  but  gives  me  a  personal  as 
well  as  a  political  interest  in  seeing  that  justice^  is  done  him."  « 

The  great  battle  has  been  fought.  The  victory  is  won.  It  was  a 
battle  not  merely  between  fi'cedom  and  slavery  on  this  continent,  but  for 
the  rights  of  humanity  throughout  the  world.  Interwoven  with  our 
galaxy  of  stars  in  the  Kational  banner,  and  blending  with  all  its  gleaming 
stripes,  there  now  beams  forth,  as  never  before,  the  emblazonry  of  JEqical 
nights  for  aU  Men.  America  is  henceforth  omnipotent  among  the  nations. 
We  have  nothing  to  fear  from  others.    No  Government  wiU  venture  to 
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attack  OS.  It  ahodld  be  the  jMrayer  of  ^Teiy  patriot,  that  henoefoilli  the 
roar  of  battle  may  die  away  upon  our  ahorea  foreyer. 

Our  bands  are  fulL  We  have  four  miUionB  of  Blavee,  unlettered,  de- 
baaed  by  ages  of  appreasion,  to  lift  up  to  manhood.  We  have  foor  millionB 
of  poor  whitea  at  the  South,  not  one  whit  above  the  alavea,  whom  we 
must  elevate  to  the  dignity  of  American  dtizenahip.  And  we  have  a 
flood  of  emigration  pouring  in  upon  us  from  the  poor  and  the  oppreesed 
of  Europe,  such  as  tibe  world  never  before  has  witneaaed.  To  receive  all 
theae  into  our  Naticmal  fiunily — ^to  inatruct,  to  purify,  to  harmonize,  will 
task  to  the  uttermost  all  the  energies  of  every  patriot,  philanthropist^ 
and  Christian  in  the  land« 

The  great  mission  of  the  United  States  now  is  to  build  up  here  the 
most  majestic  empire  on  this  globe^-with  every  man  inspired  by  all  the 
energies  of  republican  freedom,  and  our  whole  magnificent  domain,  from 
ocean  to  ocean,  and  from  Arctic  ice  to  Tropic  sun,  smiling  with  haj^y 
homes — ^with  waving  fields,  and  blooming  gardens,  and  bri^t  firesides — ^with 
the  music  of  all  industries,  and  the  songs  of  young  men  and  maddens,  and 
the  joys  of  the  bridal — ^with  cities  goigeous  with  more  than  the  fitbled 
q>lendors  of  the  Orient — ^with  all  that  is  massive  in  architecture,  and  en- 
nobling in  painting  and  sculpture,  and  the  arts  of  the  beautiful.  And 
more  than  all  this — ^infinitely  more — that  here,  in  happy  homes  on  earth, 
we  may  all  be  preparing  for  still  happier  homes  in  the  skies. 

Here  is  scope  for  genius,  and  goodness,  and  energy,  in  their  hij^best 
combinations.  We  want  no  more  of  the  dreadiui  achievements  of  war ; 
no  more  of  bombarded  cities,  and  smouldering  villages,  and  midnight 
marches,  and  rain-swept  bivouacs,  and  gory  fields  and  crowded  hospitats^ 
and  wounds,  and  groans,  and  death — ^with  their  distant  echoes  of  weeing 
widows  and  wailing  orphans — ^no  more,  O  Otod !  no  more.  But  give  us 
Peace  i 
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'*      SoLDiEBS.    Their  bravery  at  MiUiken's  Bend,  1i0O;  (M'Wagner,  ^88;  teiitimony  of  Gen. 

Keyes  in  fkvor  of;  33.  '  /        • 

Cool  HxROiSM  of  Oapt  Hoel  on4he  Oht^endl^lalt,  449. 
CoMHissiOK,  Sanitary,  its  benevolent  labors,  174,  414. 

"  Christian,  414. 

CoNFisoATiON  AcT  passed,  301.  ' 

COKFUOT  at  Hill*8  Point,  396;  upon  Rocky  Fate  Hill,  448;' irltli  the  nto  Teniiemee,  621;  in 

Mobae  Bay,  621 ;  Six-MUe  Station,  666.         '^      *       .  -         :  - 

CoNKEcnouT,  Eleventh,  at  Stone  Bridge,  162 1  Sixteetitti,  dha^te^to,  186;  fS^glxtl^  nMe  condndt 

CoNSBQXTBNOB  of  delay  at  Antietam,  147. 

CoNSPiRAOT  for  the  death  of  all  officers  of  Govw  nteent,  -'686. 

CoBiNTH,  an  important  position,  206 ;  movements  towards,  918^  ttiumated,'  221. 

COBBBSPONDEXOS  of  G^n.  Bragg  and  CoL  Wilder,  190;  of  Gens.  Ghrttnt«hd  Pemberton,*  293^ 

CodPBBATTOK  of  Union  generals,  376.  '        • 

CouNca  or  War  at  Bnmside's  head-quarters,  173.  ■ ' 

Cramptok  Gap,  occupied  by  rebels,  132 ;  charge  np  the  heights,  137. 

Crawford,  Gen.,  commended  for  gallantry,  118.  .'•.,-     ^ 

Crittenden,  Hon.  John  J.,  his  trying  position,  336 ;   i9en.  GeODftf  G.l^rcM)  oi^jiistly  eeBBUted,  888 

Crocker,  Gen.  M.  M.,  charges  the  rebels  at  JadoMVi,  2$SL  *       * 

Crook,  Gen.,  his  division  assdl  the  enemy,  660,*  i 

Cross  Hollows  occupied  by  Gen.  Ci^rtia,  228. 

CBurr,  Brig.-Gen.,  leads  an  advance,  370. 

Crump's  Lakdino,  206.  ' 

CuBTis,  Gen.  &  B^  pursues  rebel  Price,  22^.;  bif  ptiflt  ^S^<ix  Us  positien  on  Bea  Bidge,  8S1 ;  r^ 

oeives  astounding  inteUigence,  234;  outflanked, ^994$  fs^to  QoLiB.  A..ObbT|  388;  his 

confidence  of  final  victory,  240,f " 

4.'  '  • 

Baltok  falls  into  Sherman's  power,  444. 

Bavibs,  CoL,  Eighth  N.  T.  Cavalry,  deserves  great  commendation,.  >143«  ^ 

Davis,  Gen.  Jefferson  C,  deserves  honor  at  Pea  Ridge,  246;  notice  o!^349. 
Davis,  Hij.-Gton.  Jeff,  his  address  to  rebel  troops,  lll;iis  iNfotoiaes  attooess  to  the  SontlMEt 
army,  469;  his  terms  of  peace,  670;  captui^^^a^  jtfnjbto  Sortness  Monzoa,  604  > 

Dsoisioir  of  M<\j.-Gen.  Rosecrans  sustained,  9t6f  ;  .    .  '.  .  ) 

Deep  Bottom,  attack  upon,  604.  ^ 

DEFBATof  the. rebels  near  Corinth,  216;  of  GetL^I^ai9e^(refc|eI)M  Juki)  S6^^  * 

I)lBW*fe^l«^i«l^trfrfr  Ji^a*A«J*Ptpi(^  .        .    .         .  V  1 

Desoription  by  a  rebel  correspondent,  106 ;  of  Union  officers  at  Columbia,  B.  C.$  610-rlL     .. 
Desperate  FiaHTiNO  at  Fort  Wagner,  327.  > 

DESTRUonoH  of  stores  at  Savage*s  Stati#s,:lJld{  bf  rab^lraidsmTenBeaftM^  434;  bj  Shendaa,  5661 
iQRAM— Gen.  Wallace  at  Pittsburg  Landmg,  211 ;  of  the  Ukkm  fleet  al  HbbOe,  620.  \ 

^nouLTiBS  in  laying  pontoons  at  Fredericksburg,  166;  .aonnovntod  by  Uiiion  i^oldiafs,  841. 

ILAT0RINE88  Oi  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  24;  misfortunes  cMiaadti^' 116. 
Disaster  to  the  Mound  City,  248;  at  Fort  Fisher,  644.  .'  ' 

DisoouRAOEMSNT  of  most  of  the  officers  at  Pea  Bidge,  240. 
DiSGRAOEruii  OccuRREKCE  at  Coggh^s  Pomt^  Vf  0. 
Dispatch  captured,  118;  of  Gen.  Diz,  897.       "  •     ^ 

Sablt,  Kijw-Gen.  (rebel),  attacks  Gen.  Sheridan,  648; 


fen  ^  IirBBZ. 

lAsr  Tnnrana  and  ite  people^  9aS ;  fedMBtd,  848. 
BrnJOAnoiTAL  Abbooiaxiov  for  bladui  482. 
BDWABoe*8  Statiov,  bfttUe  oC  884. 

BfnoT  of  dimato  upon  th«  annj,  88 ;  of  Tariooi  diwtora  upon  tbe  ooaatij,  80t. 
tiFTOBTS  at  oompromise,  670. 

Eliyenth  Illikois^  terrible  Blaoghter  in  iti  lai^  2V^ 
Blitxnth  Oobp8»  iti  brayery,  404. 

BuAZrOol  GharlM,  Jc^  biogn^hioal  notioe  U,  898;  aeverelj  wocumM  at  Uaiid  Na  Ton,  S76; 
I      his  death,  3*78. 

Bllidtt,  GqL,  Second  Ipvra  Oa^aliy  aant  to  cot  the  Mobile  and  (Hiio  Railroad,  280. 
Bllu,  GoL,  his  ready  taot»  888. 
ELOQUEirr  strain  fttMn  Gen.  Sh«rnan,  468. 
Bmavoipatiov  Pboolahatioh,  its  eflbot,  614. 
Bmbabkatio V  of  the  seoond  expedition  against  Fort  Fisher,  581. 
BviBOT  of  Gen.  Bntler  in  Kew  Orieans,  297. 
BvoLA]n»,  her  attitude  in  tlie  American  struggle,  80. 
Bprhbt  appUed  to  the  Shenandoah  YaUej,  651. 
ESTATS  of  la^-Oeo.' Bobert  S.  Lee,  ,883.  * 

EsTTAlr,  CoL  (rebel  armyX  his  magnanimity,  97. 
BTAOUATiOH  of  Forts  Pillow  and  Banddph,  273. 
Eyidxhoi  of  the  severi^  of  the  battle  at  Fur  Oaka,  87 ;  of  the  intelleotoal  character  of  UnSoa 

soldiers,  436. 
BwBLL,  Gen.  (rebelX  attacks  onr  baggage  train,  498» 
Ezomiro  nayal  oonfliot  near  Fort  Pillow,  271. 
Exploit  of  Lieut  Gushing;  577;  his  perils,  578. 
BzPLOSiov  at  Oorinth,  221 ;  of  an  ordnance  boat|  566. 
Extract  from  the  **  Cincinnati  Gaaette,**  877. 

FABMnroTOV,  account  of  the  battle  of;  218. 

Faib  Oaks,  why  ao  called,  82;  battle  of;  88. 

Faietax,  d  H.,  the  Union  army  advance  to,  28. 

Fbintb  of  Gen.  Boeecrans,  near  Chattanooga,  419k 

Fbeldto  at  the  South,  399. 

FEBOcrrr  of  the  savage  allies  of  the  rebels,  244. 

Fbld  of  Battli,  its  i^pearanoe  alter  the  contest,  243. 

FuTT-BixTH  iLLiirois  drive  the  enemy  at  Corinth,  866. 

FmsT  Alabama,  CoL  Geo.  B.  SpEeooer,  473. 

Fnurr  Cohnboticut  Abtillbbt,  CoL  ^ler  commanding  IIL 

FlYB  FoBKS)  fearftil<»Qtest  at,  584. 

GAiirBs's  ICiLLS,  baiUe  of,  100. 

"Gaedbs  Latatbttx,^  8t. 

0ABB8OH^  CoL  J.  B.,  notkx  of  hhn,  864. 

Gabbisov  at  YiOKSBinta,  its  heroic  defence,  298. 

Gbabt,  Gen.  John  W.,  oonmiended  for  gallantly,  118. 

GBNBB06ITT  of  Uniou  soldiers,  593. 

Gebbabd,  Gen.,  destroys  mod^  rebel  property,  461. 

Gbttt,  ^ig.-Gen.  Geo.  W.,  guards  the  Nanaemond,  3t6|  his  troops  NaCh  Hm  wallt  iBd  oharge 

at  Fredericksburg,  171. 
Gbtttsbubg,  National  Cemetery  consecrated  at|  418. 
OiLLXOBB,  Brig.-Gen.  Q.  A.,  commands  at  Port  Boyal,  324. 
GOBMAV,  Gen.  WOUs  Ai,  commended,  118. 
G0D*8  overmMng  visible  in  this  war,  76. 
GOBDOV,  N.  P.,  Capt,  executed,  610. 
Gbacbful  remark  of  a  rebel  officer,  598. 

Gbadbb  or  yiBoiviAira^  63.  * 

Gbaud  and  appalling  scene,  372 ;  movement  of  the  army,  6t4. 
Gkakobb,  Gen.,  leads  aland  force  against  Fort  Morgan,  625. 
GBAirr,  lieut-Gen.  XT.  S.,  his  coolness  in  battle,  216;  telegraphs  Gen.  HaDeck,  281 ;  Ids  desigBS 

and  executkm,  282;  his  sleepless  energy,  283;  assaults  worics  at  Ykksburg^  286;  arrives  at 


IKDBX.  6S1 

Chftttaoooga^  430;  his  fint  efforts  th«rS|  482;  Iiis  ialegnm  to  Wadiingtoii,  4S8;  he  wax* 

prises  the  foe,  497 ;  his  designs,  675. 
Graphic  Desobiptiov  bj  the  New  Tork  **  Tribune'*  oorrespendent,  158. 
Grkbn,  Qen.,  oomtnended  ibr  bimreiy,  118. 

Griffith,  Sergeant  Joseph  H.,  Twenty-second  tows,  his  brsTeif,  387. 
GsoTtt,  Gen.  Ourier,  troops  led  bj,  48. 
Grotston,  battle  st,  124. 
GxriRRiLLA  Baitds  in  Kentucky,  182 ;  their  depredatloiit  in  Bast  Tennessee,  884. 

HjOiLEOK,  Mij.-Gen.  H.  W.,  assigned  to  the  Department  of  the  Ifissiisippi,  18;  appointed  genA 
eral-in-chief;  115;  his  telegrams  sent  Gen.  KcClellta,  121;  his  testimonj  before  Oongres- 
sional  Committee,  122 ;  bis  dispatdi  to  the  Seoretaiyof  War,  221;  be  is  eennired,  222;  tele- 
graphs Hon.  E.  IL  Stanton,  602. 

Hamiltoit,  Gen.  Schuyler,  cuts  a  steamboat  canal,  284. 

Hampton,  Gten.  Wade  (rebel),  his  villanous  oondnot|  613. 

Hamptov  BoADSi^a  splendid  aoene  in^  529^  « 

Hajioooc,  Gen.  W.  S.,  notice  ol^  50;  his  splendid  bayonet  ohaige^  52;  his  reply  to  QeiL  JUsmi* 
der  Hays,  490;  his  telegram  to  Gen.  Grants  494* 

Hanoyrr  G.  H.,  spirited  conflict  at,  789. 

Harpct,  Gen.  (rebel),  his  confession,  603. 

Harpbr*s  Fbrrt,  its  shameful  surrendeiv  142;  the  oanse  oC  the  .reverse,  144. 

Harringtoit,  John,  his  pemadc^bIe  adyenture^  37. 

Harrold^s  Hills,  a  little  encounter  at,  31. 

Hartsuff's  Brioadb,  the  heroism  of  Twelfth  Aid  Thirteenth  ICaasadmsetts,  150. 

Hatch,  Brig.-Gren.»  wounded,  135. 

Hatohkr's  Bun,  failure  of  the  expedition  to^  576;  second  attempt  more  soccessAi)  583. 

HBnrrziLUAii;  ll^j.-Gen.  S.  P.,  drives  the  enemy  with  bayonets,  92. 

HiBOiSM  of  troops  under  Gen.  Casey,  86;  of  army  and  navy  cocrespondents,  412. 

Hkrron,  Gen.  F.  I ,  attadcs  the  enemy  at  Cross  HoOows,  250. 

HiLDRBRAKD,  OoL,  Third  Brigade,  his  oonmiand  scattered,  ^07. 

HiLL*8  Point  Baitert,  its  capture,  395. 

Hood,  Mij.-G6n.  (rebelX  compelled  to  fight,  461 ;  charges  desperately,  463;  evacuates  .^tlsatai 
466 ;  his  army  brolcen  and  rooted  at  Nashville,  481 ;  entirely  overthrown,  487. 

HooKRR,  Mi^'.-Gen.  Joseph,  his  report,  50;  he  is  wounded,  151;  his  order  of  April  30th,  ^(863, 
382;  his  coolness,  387;  his prodamatioa  after  battle  of  Chanoellorsvillek  392;  attacks  Gen. 
J.  K  B.  Stuart,  400. 

HOLUNOTON,  Bev.  Mr.,  of  Third  Ohio,  451. 

Holt,  Hon.  /oseph,  extracts  from  his  appeal  to  KentuoldanSy  177. 

HOYST,  Gen.  A.  P.,  his  valor  at  Edwards's  Station,  284. 

Howard,  M^j.-Gton.  CO.,  his  coolnessi  410. 

HiTNTER,  Gen.  David,  in  command  Southern  Department,  309 ;  predamation  o(  609. 

Illinois  Third  Cavalry,  CoL  McCrellis,  245. 

Impatisnor  at  the  North  at  Gen.  ICodeUan's  slow  progresi,  69. 

iHPOBinoKS  practised  upon  Southern  people,  229. 

Inaction  on  the  Potomac,  cause  of;  15 ;  Prince  de  Joinville's  explanation,  16. 

INOIDSNT,  75 ;  of  an  amusiiig  character,  91 ;  at  Itedericksburg^  227 ;  fhmi  a  correspondent  of  the 

New  York  "^  Herald,"  426;  at  Chidcamauga,  428. 
InduNa  Seventh,  CoL  Wainwright^  repulses  the  rebels,  136. 
Indignation  felt  at  the  surrender  of  Harper's  Ferry,  142. 
Inrzpuoaslr  want  of  preparation  at  Pittsburg  Landing,  206. 
Infamous  Dbbd,  569. 
Influbncb  of  loyal  Governors,  184. 

Injurt  to  the  Union  fleet  on  the  Tennessee,  272;  to  the  iron-dads  befbre  Sumter,  820. 
Intrioubb  of  Secessionists  in  Tennessee,  333. 
Iron  Brioadr  at  Gettysburg,  404. 
Irwinsvillb,  Georgia,  noted  for  the  capture  of  Jeflbrson  Davis  and  family,  604. 

Jackson,  Mi^.-Gen.  T.  J.,  "Stonewall,'*  commenoM  ^  expedition,  65;  dashes  into  the  Shenan* 
doah  Yalley,  72;  is  at  Cross  K^s,  75;  marches  to  Sharpsburg,  131;  cause  of  his  sobri' 
qneti  887. 


Jetfabds,  Col.,  Fourth  Michigan,  mortallj  wounded,  40t; 

Jebioho  Mills,  patriots  TK/^mif>m,^iAs!kk9Mkh^ 

JoHNSOir,  Andrew,  Military  Gkivemor  of  Tennessee  200; ^hkrafpeAl;  101*;  matkKoi,  6f9L 

Johnson,  Brig.-Oen.  Bichajpd  W^-Bl^fileb  c^  192. '    • 

Johnston,  M^.-Gen.  Joseph  E.,  notice  of,  49;  -his  mmtftrj  abffiftff^M;  m/tkntAf  woua9m^  99i; 

threatens  Gen.  Grant  in  the  rear,  289;  surrenders  to  Mij.-Gen.  Shertittti,  ^tOA^ 
Johnston,  M^'.-GeiL  MMitSfdu^(f($M)i  9M^4iii  21tt. 
JONBSBORO*,  battle  near,  466. 
Joy  Of  vf»  SM-Tras  ak«ig:tl>eii»yof  Gtw>»  fntwuiini's  tMj  4Wi 

Kjiitvs,  OeiL,  d(fVti>^  ft  hairt6ld^ft<^Bmr»Hne,  tib ; ' wtth  Xf  Ihot^  ftflnke^  and  Mtreata,  56L 
Kbxbny,  Maj.-Gen.  Philip,  notice  o(;  49;  testifies  to  the  brareiy  of*Cftsey*trtf6op8,  Sd;  a  daring 

speedi  of;  110;  his  death,  127.  ./ 

SxNBSAW  Mountain  abandoned,  466.  i  <      < 

KxNTUCKT,  a  traitOT  in  its  gubemstorial  diair,  176;  tdbe  ittvtA^^  181;  pm4|^ed  fbrher  neti- 
•:.    trtlity,S3a  ,  '       '  .  .    --'^  •'"'   ' 

ExoKUK,  iron-clad,  sustains  a  heayy  fire,  3l9f  is'^isiibled,  9^0^  'iHnks,  921.^' 
XJBTE8,  Gen.  E.  D.,  where  stationed,  82.  .',..(  -  . 

K1NQ6BUBT,  Col,  shot  at  Antietam  Bridge,  168. 
Ejlpatriok.  Gen.  J.,  his  mmokhMM  Jlvi^day^  ride^  46ar. 
Ejtoxyillb  ^-ith  difficulty  held  bj  Union  troops^  846f;  ^iAti^C^'m^Bdai,  84^  /  berfeged  by  G«a 

Bragg,  432.  .'      •    - 


.  '  ( 


IiAJOxntCHB  DiSTBiGT,  an  ooeorrenoe  in,  306. 

Landbuii,-^OoL%.  J.,  defend*  tSyvehiana,  182.  ' 

Laurel  Hili^  Union  troops  rerpulMdat,  67 1. 

IiA  YxBGNB,  a  rebel  fbroe  Tdoted  at,  192. 

ItBSK,  Mij.-Gen.  Robert  B.,  his  proclaa^natictf  to  l^e  ped^Ad  of  Maryland,  129;  attacks  Gen.  Han- 
cock's position,  41 1 ;  retreats  towiutts  Wfnfamsport,  412;  his  loss  at  Gettysburg,  413 ;  orders 
evacuation  of  Petersburg  and  Bichmond,  687. 

lATfl  ^liiLS,  atti^'trpon,  35: 

Lbqobtt,  Gen.,  captures  a  Ml  oraimandnig  Atianta,  489.'  '*' 

Iim*E»ftxjm'a  hIeo&  of  Jrfrft*)n^I)avi8,  60;  of  Qen^ 

IdfififNCFTON,  Kentuc&y,  IngenktilB^ideyioe  at  ihe^battle^  o(*  291. 

LiNOOLN,  President,  his  order,  Jan.  27, 1862,  17 ;  telegram  from,  ?2 ;  lifis  fetter  to  Gen.  iTcCleHan,' 
66 ;  he  visits  Fortress  Monroe  and  Norfolk,  66 ;  telegraphs  tjkm.  M^DowqII,  73;  telegraphs 
Gen.  McGellan,  74;  visits  llie  Army  df  the  Potomac,  111';  drdefs  Gen.  McOIellan  to  pursue 
Lee,  130;  sends  oongraiulatoiy  letter  io  Gen.  Gratit,  295;  telegraphs  GelL  Rbsecrans,  378*/ 
his  speech  at  Gettysburg,  418;  sends  message  to  Gen.  Shermaft,'  47^;  visits  the  army  at 
PetersbuT^,  5^8;  rei^Iected  Jiy  an  overwhehnitig  vote,  679;  Is  seen  lii  lUchmond,  690;  is 
assassinated  at  Washington,  696;  a  telegram  sent.Iieut-Gen.  Gran^  600;  his  prodamation. 
May,  1862 ;  his  act  of  Emancipation,  613. 

lircrLB  Rock,  Arkansas,  surrendered,  253. 

Logan,  Maj.-Gen.  John  A.,  sketch  0^  461. 

Long  Bbidob,  intere^ng  scene  tpon  it,  20. 

Loss  of  Union  soldiers  in  sevbn  ds^s*  battles,  t08 ;  by  botl^  armies  at  Antietam,  161 ;  at  Perry- 
viUe,  196 ;  of  Union  forces  at  ShEoh,  216 ;  of  dlget  and  Asboth^s  forces,  244;  at  the  battle  of 
Corinth,  356;  at  Chickamauga,  429;  at  Lookout  Mountain,  439;  of  the  two  armies  near 
Leggett*s  Bald  Top,  461 ;  the  two  first  days  in  itM  Wilderness,  491;  of  Union  spldiers  in 
assaulting  Petersburg,  687. 

Logs  and  Gain  of  Fort  Steedman,  683. 

Lost  Mountain  captured,  453. 

Loudon  Hi^oht^  ix>siti6xi  of,  13^. 

LovELL,  rebel  steamer,  sank,  276. 

LowvLL,  06L  Charles  B.,  notice  of,  666. 

Maokall,  Gen.,  (rebel),  surrenders  Kew  Madrid,  268. 

Maonitudb  of  the  War  in  America^  224. '.  ^    .    , 

KAGOFfiN,  B.,  Goventor  of  Kentucky,  his  insdent  reply  to  President  linooln,  171 


I]CIXB<XL  %Ut 

lOxn  RBGDcnrr,  FifUi,  fheir  bmverj,  59^  G^ptii^iblBb'hmdUpinkmf  49;  mckM&U^  .Tol«iiteii% 
tmdertake  a  daring  enterprise,  170. 

Halyxrn  Hill,  a  desorijiifen  of  .It,  107 ;  MoCleBiA't  Mooniii  of.  ttie  1mMa,>  168. 

MAWAftf^Aff,  its  eyaooatieii'  dtooeffodj  2(1';  cfaagriitof  Uniom  tiociM>J2^;  ^Aenrwd»Mlaid  ^ftiw 
TebezS,"  ISO;*  ,■ 

Kaubfield,  B%.<6«L'  JM«  Si  9^  iiot|M*oi;  150g 

Kap  of  Peninsular  Campaign,  26;  af  Fair  Oaks  and  Seirmii  PineSi  864  af^Botw^  Oaanptign,  187; 
battle  of  Antietam,  146;  South  Mcmntain,  130;. 4>efJtt8l)ttr|r'K^<)^r'2M;  Q«l  WaUa«o  iHr 
Pittsburg  Landing,  211;  batde  of  Pea  Ridge,  230 ;  ot^thlb  UxBm&afipk  liimr^  ttrm^  Q 
Island  Na  Ten,  267;  aM&€k«iii^IilaBd.llGLTei^962;  iiialdsaiM^n^^^ 
to  Yicksburg,  281;  Mississippi  River  from  Yidcsbui^g  to  Kew  Orleans,  292;  Fortifications  of 
Corinth,  354;  battle  of  Murfireesboro' or  Stone  River,  367!;  battta  of  CbaAoeUorfeiaBa,  386)r 
of  OettTsbuTg,  402 ;  Chickamauga,  Saturdaj'g  btttUfl,  422  7  of  seeond  da/a  boMteat  Obkkth' 
mau^  426 ;  of  Lookout  Mountain' aid  Missioiiarj  Ridge,  4tt;  Attaflte.t^  Savannahi  472  ( 
6en;'Fhoina8HitsaBipaigii,48S^  oas^Mlgz^of  'WIlddrngBS^  4d5;  SaMnnah 4o (akidibon>V  612f 
Fort  Fishe^nd  Wilmington,  637;  siege  of  Peteiaburg  and  Rrtohtrnwid,  668.. 

Mabcb  of  Gen.  nowsrd^  columns,  ^474. 

Ma&ietta,  Georgia,  desolated,  456. 

Marshal!.,  CoL  Humphrey,  his  career,  335. 

Marmadukb,  Gen.  (rebel),  driven  by<^b.  Munt^  250;  ffttaoiiv  Spriagfield,  M3H0!iri«  26L 

Martb's  Hkiohts,  valorous  fighting  at,  171. 

lfABTLAi<rD  HnGHTB,  138;  ordOTof  OoL  Fordi  140/1 

Masost,  CoL  Rodney,  unjustly  censured,  192. 

MABSAOHXTfliTTS  FSfbeenth,  losaes  of;  151;   miMMnlfti'aBd  Twapttethj  hondigjecnidtnl  of;  1M< 
Twentieth  at- Petersburg,  5W. 

McCooE,  Gen.  Robert,  brutally  murdered,*  189. 

MoCooK,  Mij.-Gen.  Alex.  McDowell,  sketch  ci,  193. 

MoClellan,  Mi4..Gen.  Geo.  £.,  his  genius,  17 ;  relieved  of  general' omiiiwil,  18;  feettngsof  th4 
.  army  towiffds  him,  18;  his  probable  intentions,  23 ;. his, conflict' with tiiaCkiv8rdmflnt,:25f 
his  kindly  spirit,  55 ;  undue  regard  for  rebel  property,  64 ;  he  strangely  censures  Gen. 
Casey*s  troops,  84 ;  is  on  thel^  bank'of  tlia  (^hiCk^oo^,  9a;  telelprapbs  Prtoident  Lhi^ 
coin,  96 ;  telegraphs  Secretary  Stanton,  102 ;  retreats  to  Harrison's  B^,  110-;  pleads  for  re^ 
enforcements,  111;  his  proclamation  of  Jifly  4th,  112;  he  remonetrtiit^  agauast  Gen.  Ha|J 
l€ck*s  measures,  115;  tdegrapfas  Gen.  Halleck,  121;  telegra{^  Presidenit  Lincoln,  129^ 
Lis  persistent  caution,  131 ;  telegri^fto  Gen.  Hafiedq  138 ;  extract  from  b8i  report,  141^  j 
relieved  from  command,  163. 

MoCuLLOCH,  CoL,  his  boast,  290. 

MoDowbll,  Mij.-Gen.  Irwin,  ordered  to  Join  Gen.  McOlellan^  70;  his  proaipt  obetMenoe^  78;  tel* 
egram  flrom  Secretary  Stanton,  72^  his  spirit^  95;  Gen.  Popei'ff  oommendMion  <>f,  118. 

MoKay  Point,  expedition  against,  322. 

M<?Knioht,  Col.  Arthur  A.,  sketch  ot,  393 

McNeil,  Gen.,  pursues  Marmaduke,  251. 

McPherson,  Maj.-Gen.,  killed,  460 ;  Gren.  Sherman^s  opinion  of  bkkij  46fl.' 

MoYiCKAR,  Lieut  C,  New  York  Sixth  Cavalry,  884^;  iMitie^BW, 

MiOHiaiN  Seventh,  its  daring  adventnre,  166. 

Miles,  CoL  D.  S.,  receives  orders  from  Gea  Woo)^  138j  number  of  tha.fivpa.^HaEpep'^Fanjt 
140 ;  mortally  wounded,  142. 

MiLiTART  road  needed  through  Cumberland  Gap^  343. 

Mill  Springs,  battle  o^  337.  > 

Mine  under  Petersburg,  664. 

Mistake  of  the  Memphis  "  Argus,*'  266;  in  the  battle  of  Antietaii^  162.^ 

Unsaai^  Mi^Geti;,  hia  daaak,:d2d> 

Mobile  Bat,  conflict  in  its  waters,  519. 

MoBiLB,  its  capture,  526. 

Monitor,  the  iron-dad  sunk,  310.  ^ 

>y<Mna«)a»4feablgdQffapiaitor,^19^;  apeedflynpitfr^  ^j.. 

MoNOOAOT  JuHcnoir,  conflict  al^  £621  ^t^e  to 

MoNONaAHELA,  acoident  to  her,  622.  j^Iteventh 

HoNTAUK  l^N-CLAD,  Its  invulnerability,  314.  ^f .  barbari^, 

Moon  Lake  Canal,  279. 

Morgan,  Gen.  John  (rebel),  commits  depredation%  181 
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UCfttBAXy  Gen.  Geo.  W^  ait»ndopi  OuilMriaiid  Qflf^  844. 

HORTOV,  Gen.  James  St  Glair,  notice  of,  366. 

MosBT,  the  gaeiTill%  ooptoies  a  sni^  train,  648 ;  tnton  MaijlaDd,  66S. 

MouHTAiir  DxpABTMiHT,  Iti  postion,  18;  ito ereatai  and  oonniMider,  tl. 

MoYXMENT  made  hj  Hooker,  Groyer,  and  Siddea,  96;  of  forces  under  Wikxa  and  Crook^  166; 

for  the  occupation  of  Bast  Ttometsoe,  346;  of  Howard,  Blooum,  and  Keadoi  38L 
KumoBDSTiLLB,  ftulous  attadc  upon,  190. 
HuBDSBOUS  Ghabgb  at  Big  Black  Bif«r,  286. 
Huao,  its  effect  upon  the  troops,  106. 
KTSTiBioini  IComom  of  Gea.  dbolnr,  889;  of  Gen.  SUridan,  686. 

Napoumst  L,  strildng  remark  oC,  19. 

Nabbow  BflOAPB  of  soldiers  at  FredsfidabaiY,  178. 

Batioval  Losftat  Turner's  Gapv  136;  at  Get^burg,  418. 

Hatal  Conuor  in  Charleston  Harbor,  818 ;  between  the  Alabama  and  Kearsazge^  627. 

Kbolet,  Brig.-Gen.  James  Ik,  notice  ot,  192. 

KxuKnr,  Brig.-Gen.  Wm.,  siqwrsedes  Gen.  Lew.  WaOaoe,  186;  nptioe  ot,  186;fk7  at  his  aniT«l 

at  Pittsburg  Landing,  209. 
Niw  Attempt  to  seize  the  Southside  Baflroad,  682. 
Kbw  iBONsmtB  and  otheor  yessels  open  npcm  Bort  Slsber,  638. 
Nxw  Jbrsbt  first  Regiment,  59. 
Kiw  Madrid  occupied  bj  rebels^  under  Mi^  MoCk>wn,  266;  Gen.  Pope*s  reoonndssanoei,  25t ; 

hurried  eracuation  oi,  26L 
Ksw  TOBK  For^»ftmrth  Begiment,  quick  r^il^^  of  one  of  its  oq^itains,  79;  Twen^-flrst  mad 

Twentj-second,  136;  Thirty-fourth,  sadlj  cut  up^  162;  Ninth,  tenible  slaughter  o^  169. 
Nvw  York  "Times"  oorrespondenti  41 L 
KiOHT  ATTACK  of  the  rebels,  388. 

Norfolk,  expieditkm  against,  66.  / 

NosTHZEN  Mix,  difibreot  Tiews  d^  48.  [ 

Oath  of  Gd.  Henry  HoCuIkxsh,  290;  of  rebel  Gen.  BweU,  408. 
Object  of  Gen.  Grant  at  Petersburg^  657 
OnrEKSiYS  Paraobaph  in  General  MoC]emand*s  order,  288. 
OnrciAL  Bepobt  of  Gen.  G.  W.  Morgan,  342;  of  Admiral  farragut,  623. 
Omo  Tenth,  and  its  heroio  Colonel  Lytle^  195;  Twenty*third  receives  the  surrender  of  Tweotj- 
fiftb  North  Carolina,  133. 

OlTib  HUKDRXD  AHD  FOURTEENTH  N.  T.,  itS  Tslor,  650. 

Opinioh  of  the  Jaokson  ^  Appeal,**  280. 

Opportune  Arriyal  of  the  Tw^fth  and  Thirteenth  Corps  at  Gettysburg,  405. 

ORANGEBURa  destroyed,  609. 

OibHARD  Knob  captured,  483. 

Order  of  President  Lmc^hi,  18;  to  subordinates,  tnm  Gen.  McQeUan,  146 ;  orden  of  Admiral 

Farragut,  619 ;  of  Admiral  Porter,  640. 
Organization  of  General  Sherman's  army,  607, 

Panic  of  the  Union  forces  at  Pittsburg  Landing,  208. 

Particulars  of  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Lee,  698. 

Party  Spirit  in  the  army,  379. 

Patrick,  Gen.,  Proyost-Marshal,  his  energetio  measurei^  167. 

Patriot  Force  reduced  by  malaria^  81 ;  battery,  contest  for,  61. 

Pea  Bidoe,  inftuny  attached  to  tl^  battle,  244 

Peck,  Maj.  John  J.,  his  position  on  the  Nine-lfile  Boad,  88;  Is  statiooed  at  Snfibft,  894;  hta 

brayery  commended,  397. 
Pelham,  Mij.  J<dm  (rebelX  tribute  from  Stonewall  Jackson,  169. 
^^EMBERTON,  G^u.  (rcbelX  pithy  speech  o^  292. 

^JNSTLYANIA  First  Begiment  sent  to  check  reb^  84;  alann  preiidliBg  in,  180;  rossrfes  ho^y 
^'-ngaged,  135;  upon  Bound  Top,  407;  they  driye  Hood,  412. 
™^ «"  of  the  rebels,  434. 
mRTTiLUt  army  before  Bkdmiond,  99. 
^xaPLEuriEa  olnrible  battle  at,  193,  194. 

^^^eral  Butler's  position,^  801 
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PvnntSBUBO  fomiidably  de&nded,  50i;  abelled,  650^  ttumx^M,  164^ 

Phxlfs,  Brig.-OeiL  John  W^  liia  character  aod  oonduoty  302. 

PHiLADEtPHiA  Ohubgh  renders  important  aid  to  the  fiiek  and  voobMi  4U. 

FiCTUBBSQUB  SoEVB  at  West  Point,  62 ;  on  the  RappahanB9ok|  164. 

Fdu,  Gen.  Albert  G.  (rebelX  empkja  Indian  allies,  228. 

Pun  KouvzADr  eyaoaated,  462. 

PiTHT  reidj  to  Gen.  French,  470.* 

PinsBUBO  lANDDre,  Gen.  Grant  at,  202 ;  a  description  Uf  80$/ 

PiTTSBDBa,  gunboat  Tuns  the  batteries  at  laland  No.  Ten,  267* 

Plak  of  the  foe,  8l;  of  Gen.  tee,  118;  of  battle  and  assignnaol  of  irftors  ai  Lodkovl.Mcai^ 

tain,  432. 
Point  Plbasaht  oeoupied  hj  Gen.  T9jp%  258. 
I^OLK,  Gen.  Bishop  (rebelX  killed,  462. 
POPB,  M^j.-Gen.  John,  effect  of  his  prodamatioQ,  114;  bii  fives  at  Osdar  Moastali,  lie ;  faitii- 

treat,  119;  cause  of  his  failure,  120:  his  reppit,  121;  he  is  veUeredef  ihi»eoBttaBdyl2T; 

sketched  266;  hejffoceeds  to  Commerce, ICiasouri,  267.- 
POBTEB,  Gen.  Fftz  John,  notice  o^  82^  valor  U  his  tsoops  at  Qvoffteo,  IM^  dfoniasod  tin 

service,  121. 
POBTBB,  Lieut,  killed,  642. 
PoBTSMOUTH  (Ys.)  buimed  bj  rebel%  67. 
Port  Gibsoit  taken  by  Gen.  Grant,  280. 
Post  Rspttbuo,  fight  at,  76. 
Posmoir  of  troops  at  White  Oak  Swan^  103;  assosaed  ^  Goa.  Fm&Uhi^  106 ;  en  Jane fT, 

100 ;  of  the  rebel  troops,  Sept,  1862,  128. 
PBXJxn>icx  against  the  negro,  and  its  ooDseq^BDoaa,  222-8. 
'Pkbntis9,  Gen.,  surprised  and  captured,  207. 
Pbepabations  for  a  third  day's  fight  at  Pea  Bidge,  230. 
Pbiob,  Gen.  Sterling  (r^bel),  his  winter-quarters  at  S^Mringfleld,  224;   he   misoalffilateB  Qm, 

Curtis's  plana,  225 ;  he  occupies  luka,  360 ;  his  course  after  lesiving  lQk%  86L 
Pbihcb  ds  Jodtvillb,  his  statem^t,  22;  hia  .lii<]yti;7.  Oft;  his.  tonolijng  words,  08;  his  testi- 
mony, 96. 
Prinob,  Gen.,  honorably  mentioned,  118. 
Pbizb  foimd  at  New  Madrid,  261. 
Pboclamation  of  Gov.  ICagoffin,  of  Kentncky,  177 ;  of  Mi^.-Gen.  John  Pepe,  114;  of  Gov.  Oli» 

tin,  of  Pennsylvania,  130 ;  of  Gov.  Rector,  Arkansaar  228 ;  of  jebel  genenls,  312. 
PsoGRBsa  of  the  bombardment  at  Port  Fisher^  639. 
Pboposals  of  Lieut-Gen.  Grant  for  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Lee,  692. 
Pbq^lavxbt  officers  in  Union  araoy,-  610. 
Pttbsuit  of  the  rebels  to  Sugi^  Creek,  Missouri,  226. 

QuANTBEL,  the  guerrilla,  enters  Lawrence,  Kansas,  251. 
Quint,  Chaplain  A.  H.,  his  speech  in  Boston,.  628. 

• 

Bi.OB  for  Spott(d^4vaii<a^-  41^. 

tUfl>  undsr  Oen.  Warren^  #80. 

lUuBGH  sorreBdered,  U7 ;  conducl^f  its pmnflh^  618. 

Kam  Abkaitsas,  its  destruction,  307. 

Batxond,  a  brie(  spirited  strugg^  at,  282» 

Kbad's  Fobd,  skirmish  at,  421. 

Kbasons  for  delay  hi  attacking  Mobile,  626. 

RxBSLS,  through  spies,  informed  of  phms  of  IJnicm  officers,  10;  iMMtt  tMnhOiy  Of;  45;  st 
Williamsburg  kindly  cared  for  by  Union  soldiers,  54;^  tho  vIgolWM  plan^  0^  83 ;  assault 
Union  troops,  84 ;  are  pursued  in  their  retreat^'frooi  Oramptoli  Gap,  187. 

BiBiL  raiders,  their  success,  98;  their  aspect  on  entering  Frederiok,  129;  ton^  a^  FrederickO- 
burg;  168;  plans  for  Northern  invaSioh,  181;  effiirts  to  malntsfai  Ae  war,  ^204;  llieir 
threats,  224;  their  barbarity,  249 ;  their  view  of  the  bombardment  of  Isknd  No.  Ten,  t9S'; 
their  view  of  the  lo8sof  Island  No.  Ten,  268;  fleet,  its  end,  t76t  «heftr  designs  relative  to 
Gen.  Gnlnt,  261 ;  schemes  w^  plantted,  but  defeated,  367 ;  force  hurled  upon  Hbe  Eleventh 
Army  Corps,  9'86 ;  ignorance  of  the  facts  ooncen^  ^o  war,  4lV ;  boast,'  457 ;  barbariigr, 
460  and  509;  Te^nfbrcements  driven  from  Fort  Fisher,  640.  • 

BTCAPXTULATioir  of  Uuion  victories,  203. 
YOL.  IL-— 40 
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BiOBPnoK  of  the  rebel  annj  in  Maryland,  129 ;  oT  a  rebel  charge,  136. 

Bboonkoissakob  in  preparation  for  batUe,  148;  of  1^  batteries  of  Island  l!fa  Ten,  264 

Rectob,  Gov.,  charaoteristio  document  of;  245. 

BsMARKS  of  the  Prince  de  Joinville,  90. 

Bbxabk  of  Bobert  Toombs  disprored,  441 ;  of  a  rebel  officer,  StS. 

BmcARKABLii  Fact,  314. 

Rbno,  Maj.-Gen.,  mortally  wounded,  134. 

Repeated  and  bloody  skirmishes,  502-3. 

Bepobt  of  Congressional  Committee  respecting  battle  of  WHUamsbmrg,  52;  of  (Sen.  Bumaide, 

after  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  164. 
Beplt  of  Gen.  Halleck  to  Gen.  McClellan,  138;  of  Got.  Harris  to  President  Lincoln,  332. 
Reptjlsb  of  the  enemy  by  the  Sixth  Tennessee^  344;  of  the  rebels  by  Hooker's  fierce,  43T ;  at 

Petersburg,  565 ;  of  the  Army  of  the  James,  575. 
BBQUismoK  of  C<^  Ford  disregarded,  139. 
BiSAOA  attadced  by  General  McPherson,  448. 
Results  of  Yicksburg  campaign,  294. 
Betbbat  of  the  rebels  ttooi  Manassas,  19;  ordered  by  Gen.  Pope,  125;  ef  General  Bumdde 

from  Fi^dericksburg,  173. 
Rbwabd  offered  for  the  apprehension  of  Jefferson  Davis,  603. 
Retkolds,  Gen.  J.  J.,  resists  a  rebel  charge,  99 ;  gallant  fightfaig  of  his  corps,  403 ;  kOled  at 

Gettysburg,  404. 
Retkolds,  lieut,  directs  a  gun  Arom  a  tree-top,  459. 
Rhode  Island  Fourth  suflbr  by  treachery  of  rebels,  166. 
RiOHABDSON,  Capt,  Seventh  Wisconsin,  405. 
RiOHifONB,  Yii^ginia,  why  its  conquest  is  dedrable,  16;  evacuated  and  set  on  fire  by  rebels^ 

589. 
RiOHHOND  *'  Examiner,**  a  statement  in,  42. 
Rdtgoold,  the  rebels  concentrate  at,  438. 
Roberts,  Brig.-Gen.,  his  gallantry,  118. 
ROBIHSON,  James  F.,  succeeds  Gov.  Magoffin,  182. 

Rodman,  MaJ.-Gen.  Isaac  P.,  his  division  cross  at  the  ford,  153 ;  wounded,  157 ;  notice  ofj  157. 
ROLLA,  Union  forces  occupy  this  point,  224. 
ROSBORANB,  MaJ.-Gen.  W.  S.,  commands  Gen.  Smith's  Division,  220;   His  plans  unfolded,  353; 

prepares  to  attack  Chattanooga^  345 ;  his  orders,  357 ;  is  assigned  to  Gen.  Buell's  command, 

358  f  nothing  too  small  for  his  notice,  860;  proves  himself  a  true  military  leader,  370;  forms 

grand  combinations,  371;  his  bayonet  chaige,  372;  Is  removed,  by  order  of  Gea  Grant, 

430. 
RoussEAir,  Gen.  Lovell  &,  entitled  to  a  nation's  gratitude^  179;   sket^  of|  195;  his  cavalry 

force,  456. 
RoW^tt,  CoL,  killed,  470. 

8ailob*8  Creek,  Gen.  Lee  driven  fhmi  his  stand  here,  590. 

Savannah,  Ga.,  evacuated  and  surrendered,  480 ;  people  suffer  from  flunine^  482. 

SOBNB  of  picturesque  beauty,  30;  in  the  camp  on  a  dark  and  rainy  morning,  77 ;  after  the  battle 

of  Seven  Pines,  93;  enacted  bebw  Frvdieridcsbuig,  380;  at  Cemetery  HOl,  408;   at  the 

death-bed  of  President  Lincoln,  595. 
SoHOnBLD,  Mi\j.-Gen.,  crosses  the  Chattahoochee,  456,  % 

Seoretaet  or  War  telegraphs  Gen.  G.  B.  ModeUan,  96, 
Sedgwick,  Mij.-Gen.  John,  killed,  493. 
Seionart  Hill»  Getljysbnrg,  403. 
Semtimbnts  of  many  Kentuckians,  177. 
Seward,  W.  H.,  Hon.,  severely  wounded,  596L 
Betmour,  Gen.,  repulses  the  rebels,  100. 
SsARPSBURa,  its  position,  145;  rebel  positions  near,  147. 
Sharpshooters^  their  efficient  service,  34 

Shaw,  CoL  Robert^S^Fifty-fourth  Mass.,  killed  at  Fort  Wagner,  828;  a  true  heits  612. 
Sheridan,  M^J.-Gen.  Philip  Henry,  notice  of,  369;  ki  the  Shenandoah,  547;  Alls  upon  the  rebel 

Early,  549;  pursues  Early  to  Fisher's  Hill,  561;  inspires  his  troops  with  his  own  vakx; 

554;  his  cavalry  nearly  overpowered,  558;  his  impetuosity,  586;  his  telegram  to  Gen. 

Grant,  588. 
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BawKHAXt  }i»i.'Qen.  W.  T^  his  indefatigable  energy,  SOt;  his  brayerj  and  skill,  217 ;  reaohe* 
the  rear  of  rebels  on  the  Tazoo,  386 ;  pr^Nures  for  a  secret  campaign,  440;  enters  Besaoai 
446 ;  his  well-laid  schemes,  464;  his  care  for  his  soldiers,  46*7 ;  his  reply  to  the  Mayor  of 
Atlanta,  468;  signals  from  Eenesaw,  470;  Sherman  perplezes  the  rebels,  473;  forbids  de- 
struction of  private  property,  474 ;  telegraphs  to  Washington,  479 ;  sends  a  Christmas  gift  to 
President  Lincoln,  481 ;  he  feeds  his  foes  at  Savannah,  606;  his  march  to  Qoldsboro*,  616. 

BmcBRniT.,  OdL,  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth  N.  Y^  severely  wounded,  140. 

SmiLDfl,  Maj.-Qen.  James,  sketch  of,  71. 

Shiloh  Ohitboh,  head-quarters  of  Qen,  Beauregard,  206. 

8HBawD  OPonoK  of  a  private  sddier,  168. 

Sickles,  Oen.  Ban.  K,  checlcs  the  fugitives,  887 ;  he  is  wounded,  409. 

SiOKHHS  in  Union  anny,  66. 

SiOBL,  Maj.vGen.  Franz,  oonmiended,  118;  his  suooessftil  attadc  at  Sulphur  Springs,  119;  it 
stationed  at  Bdla,  224;  moves  near  Bentonville,  231;  anxiety  felt  by  (Jen.  Curtis  for  him, 
232;  his  masterly  strategy,  233;  his  skilAil  dispo8itk>n  of  tnx^  241;  retreats  to  Harper's 
Ferry,  662. 

SiGHiii  officer  at  Fredericksburg;  176 ;  guns  fhxa  the  Oarondelet  heard  by  the  anxious  fleet,  267. 

BiLBNOE  of  thv  rebels  significant,  167. 

SKiHinsHiKGS  by  various  corps,  673. 

Blow  progress  towards  emancipation,  608. 

Smith,  Maj.-Gen.  Charles  T.,  notice  of,  220. 

Smith,  E.  Kirby,  M^j.-Gen.  (rebelX  advances  upoa  Tennessee,  183 1  he  slips  by  Oen.  Buell,  188; 
after  his  sui render,  counsels  his  command,  606. 

Smyth,  Brig.-Qea.  Thomas  A.,  notice  of,  69L 

Soldiers,  the  endarance  and  sufferings  of  Northern,  63. 

South  MoniTTADr,  132. 

SouTHSiDB  Railroad  reached,  686. 

Southern  History  oi'ihe  War,  an  extract  from  it,  212. 

Spakish  Fort  captuied  by  Oen.  Canby's  forces,  626. 

SzANTOir,  Hon.  Edwin  M.,  visits  Fortress  Monroe,  66;  telegraphs  Gen.  McOlellan,  70 ;  his  reasons 
for  objecting  to  terms  of  surrender  accepted  by  Gen.  Sherman,  601 ;  telegraphs  Gen.  Bix, 
602 ;  his  position  upon  American  roll  of  honor,  612. 

SnPHBUS,  Alex.  H.,  his  speech  in  1861,  43. 

Stevens,  CoL  A.  F.,  extract  from  his  report,  176. 

&TONEMAK,  Gen.  George,  notice  of,  883 ;  cs^tured,  462. 

Stone  Rtver,  plan  of  the  battle  of;  366-6 ;  a  sucoessAil  ruse  of  Oen.  Bosecrans  at  this  battle, 
.      376. 

Stont  Cbsee  Station,  affaii  at,  680. 

Strasburg,  Union  troops  wer«  here  victorious,  662. 

Strateoio  movement  of  Gen.  Charles  B.  Wood,  610. 

Strength  of  our  Grovemment  tebted,  698. 

Strong,  Mfjor,  his  expedition  up  &e  Tangipaho,  306. 

STRueoLE  on  the  eastern  slope  of  Lookout  Mountain,  434. 

Stuart,  Gen.  J.  £.  B.  (rebelX  a  daring  adventure  of,  96. 

SuBLDfB  charge  upon  Battery  Bobin<0^  366 ;  scene  on  Pea  Ridge,  241. 

Success  of  Gen.  Grant's  mahi  plan  at  f  icksburg,  280 ;  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  under  Gen.  Chamber- 
lain, 686. 

SuocESSFUL  efforts  to  elude  Johnston,  466 ;  dash  of  the  Union  forces  near  Nashville,  486. 

SuFrERiNGS  of  our  wounded  soldiers  left  at  Savage's  Station,  102;  after  the  repulse  at  Fredericks- 
burg, 172. 

Sumner,  Mi^.-Gen.  Edwin  Y.,  his  prompt  action,  88;  his  terrific  charge,  90;  sketch  of,  161. 

Sumner,  Hon.  Charles,  extracts  from  a  letter  of,  616. 

Surgeons  of  the  Union  army,  94. 

Surrender  ^f  Yicksbui^,  294;  of  Columbia,  S.  C,  611;  of  Fort  Morgan,  624. 

Swamp  Angbl,  329. 

Teoumbsh,  accident  to  this  monitor,  621. 

Terral,  Gen.,  mortally  wounded,  194. 

Terrible  struggles  of  Gen.  Hooker,  105;  charge  upon  the  rebels,  117 ;  storm  of  leaden  nail,  21!(; 

fight  on  the  sixth  day  of  battle,  493;  explosion  of  the  mme,  664;  charge  by  Capt  (now 

Col)  Brady,  89. 
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TMbt,  UBi^'QesL  Al^ed  H.,  notloe  of;  6S8. 

TarancoKT  before  OongroflfiioiiBl  Ooaiiiiitte«,  respeelftig  Gen.  SfUBner,  9t ;  of  Ser.  J.  J. 

concerning  retreat  from  Malvern  HQl,  110;  of  Qen.  Pope,  ooDoeniiig  Gon.  Banks,  118;  of 
Oommittee  of  Inyestigation,  respect&ig  rarrenderof  Hai^ser's  Feirj,  143;  of  an  efe^wtteen 
of  tile  battle  of  Antietam,  166 ;  of  Maj.-Gen.  Bumnde,  respectnig  Antieifin,  160 ;  of  a  cor- 
respondent in  a  rebel  paper  on  the  conduot  of  rebel  soldiera,  361 ;  of  tiie  Oommittee  on  the 
Conduct  of  the  War  upon  the.  te^wn  at  Ca^aBoeUonyille,  892 ;  of  Gen.  WUtnl,  reapeo^ 
Fort  Fisher;  63  L 

Thomas,  Mig.-Gen.  Geo.  H.,  notice  at,  364$  heroieayj  he  eovers  our  retreat^  486. 

Thoboughfabb  Gap,  designs  of  the  rebels  at,  120. 

Threats  of  many  Union  ofiBoerSf  611. 

Theeb  independent  campaigns,  224.  . 

Tom  required  to  march  firom  Williamsburg  to  the  Ghidahh<naiirf ,  69. 

TotroHnro  incidents,  416. 

TokpbdobS,  Sherman's  wny  of  removitig  those  near  Saysuiah,  4^9-, 

Teakspobts,  filled  with  troops,  pass  through  the  canal  near,  Yicksburg,  86T. 

Tbbacbbbt  of  the  rebels,  4S9 ;  incapadtsr  at  Btttt  Bun,  138. 

Tbeatmsnt  of  rebel  wounded  by  Union  soldiers,  118. 

Tbub  chivalry,  462. 

Tbubsdail,  Col  William,  notice  of,  360;  consequences  of  his  inveetigatioiis,  861. 

TuBoenr,  C<d.,  captures  nearly  a  whole  regiment,  428. 

TuBSTBE's  Gap  occupied  by  Generals  Hfll  and  Loogstreet,  132 ;  its  capture^  186. 

Unaooouktablb  prejudice  against  employing  colored  men,  186. 

Unanimitt  of  the  Free  States,  remarkable,  181. 

Ubavailiko  assaults  upon  the  enemy,  446. 

Ufbxpbcted  greeting  to  rebel  transports,  269. 

UBFLiHOHiKa  bravery  of  Sheridan  and  his  force,  3<6>9. 

Union  Abmt,  testimony  of  Prince  de  Joinville  respecting  it,  66.    Tmops,  their  labors,  96.    Lon 

at  Williamsburg,  64;  at  COiampion  HUl,  884    Soldibbb  surprised  at  Pittsburg  Landing^  SOT; 

retreat  towards  Nashville,  488;  respect  North  Carolinians,  61&;  retreait  fhNa  Cedar  Oieek, 

663^  pursue  the  enemy  retreating  from  BMeraburg^  688, 
UviTBD  States,  its  future  mission,  606. 
UirsuooBSsruL  attempts  at  Yazoo  Blver,  279,  88<^. 

Tan  Clbve's  Division  attacked,  376. 

Yax  Dobn,  Miy.-Gen.  (rebel),  he  is  assigned  to  Trans-Mississippi  District,  ^27 ;  estimates  Gen. 

Sigel's  force,  234. 
Tbbmont  troops,  heroic  conduct  of,  36. 
TiOKSBUBO,  expedition  sent  against  it,  278 ;  it  is  invested,  289;  Is  uncooditiODany  surraaderec^ 

294. 
TiOTOBT  of  Gen.  Sheridan  and  its  consequences,  664. 
YiBWS  of  two  parties  in  the  North,  198;  types  of  these  views,  199;  of  many  rebel  prisonerB, 

464. 
YnroENT,  CoL,  his  inspiring  words,  407. 
ToLXTNTEBBS  Called  for  by  President  Lincoln,  188. 
YOTB  upon  Gen.  HcQellan's  plan  of  campaign,  26. 

Wadswobth,  Brig.-Gen.  James  S.,  mortally  wounded,  491. 

Wagnbb,  Fobt,  unsuccessful  assault  upon,  328 ;  evacuated,  330. 

Wait,  Lieut  Marvm,  notice  of,  156. 

Wallace,  Gen.  Lew.,  his  unselfish  patriotism,  184;  assigned  to  duty,  187;  his  bold  order,  188; 

his  promptness  and  efficiency,  208 ;  cause  of  delay  at  Pittsburg  Landings  210. 
Wallace,  Gen.  W.  H.  L.,  mortally  wounded,  209. 
Wab,  general  plan  for  the  conduct  of,  16. 
Wabd,  Gen.,  his  heroic  deeds,  468. 
Washington,  secret  movements  in,  19;  force  retained  for  its  protection,  24;  its  perils,  70;  4^ 

funded  by  only  three  corps,  7*2 ;  anxiety  respecting  its  safety,  73,  116. 
Wbabisohb  march  of  Gen.  Curtis  to  Helena,  248. 
"Wbavxb,  CoL,  his  heroic  reply  to  Gen.  Hood,  471. 
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WiBSXEB,  Ool,  improrises  *  batterj,  209. 
WsLDOir  B/OAD,  desperate  endeaVor  a  the  rebels  to  regain  it,  667. 
Wi6T  PoiHT,  an  important  place  at  the  head  of  York  Biyer,  67. 
Wmn  HouBi,  its  posttioD,  68 ;  busy  scenes  transit  at,  68. 
Whitb,  Oi^t,  Ohicago  Batterji  dismounts  a  gun,  287. 
WmTAKXB,  Ospt,  cuts  his  way  through  a  rebel  force,  661. 
WiLDBBirBSB)  terriUe  battles  of  the,  489. 

WiLDBB,  C6L  John  T.,  sketch  of;  189;  compelled  to  surrender,  190;  repnlses  Loiig8treet»  423. 
'WtulUMB,  Brig.-Qen.  Thomas,  his  death  annoonoed,  307 ;  his  eulogy  by  Qen.  Butler,  808. 
Wnj.TAMRBUBQ,  battle  of,  62;  touching  scene  at,  63;  rebel  force  wUeh  retreated,  62;  its  ap- 
pearance after  the  battle,  63 ;  why  the  rebels  were  not  pursued,  66. 
WiLSOK,  Hon.  Henry,  a  beautifbl  sentiment  of;  610. 
'Wnaov  AHD  Kautz,  Generals,  strike  the  Weldoo  road,  660. 
WiNCHBOTBB,  a  hot  wkirmish  at,  71. 
WiLMiHGTOir  evacuated  in  the  night,  646. 
Wool,  ICij.-Gen.  Jdm  B.,  receiyes  the  surrender  of  Norfolk, '66. 
WoLOOTT,  OoL,  driyes  out  a  band  of  sharpshooters,  462. 
WoxBV  (rebel)^  their  insults  towards  Federal  sddiers,  66. 

Ybllow  Fvtbb  driven  from  Kew  Orleans,  897. 

YoBKTOwir,  weakness  of  its  defences,  31 ;  reteforoements  sent,  34 ;  commanding  fortifloatioiis 
around,  40;  eraouatlon  of  the  place,  44;  rebel  force  at,  44 


Zaohabias,  Bey.  Dr.,  the  fearless  pastor  of  a  church  in  Frederick,  129. 

ZoroKS,  Artificer,  his  herdc  conduct,  823. 

ZoLUOorm,  ID^-Gen.  Fdix  F.,  defbatod,  384;  notice  of;  887 
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